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den cession by treaty with Mexico in 1853, we have assumed obligations under
treaties to recognize and confirm inceptive and mature titles which originated
under former governments. In the progress of land legislation, the Congress
of the United States, under stipulations for the segregation of foreign titles from
the public lands, have required by law that the peculiarities of foreign systems.
to the extent of such titles, shall be faithfully observed in their survey and com
firmation. To earlier legislation have been added numerous enactments pro-
viding for cash sales at a low rate per acre, care fully guarding at every step
the interest of the pioneer settler. not only by pre-emption, but in conferring
dition of five continuous years of actual residence; thus
enriching the settler and addi e nation. Bat the liberality

of Co s3a has gone fi#ther. By munificent acts of leeislation there have
been conceded, for works of internal improvements and schools, over one hundred
ion eight hundred and soventy-five thousand acres; [11!\\'.‘\1"1“ of
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In Louisiana there are two principal meridians, with a common basis parallel,
passing near the mouth of the Red river, from which surveys have been made;
one governing the surveys east of the Mississippi river, and the other west.

The initial point of the intersection of the base line with the principal meri-
dian in New Mexico is ten miles below the mouth of the Puerco river, being a
hill of two hundred feet high, on the Rio Grande del Norte; these principal lines
govern the surveys in New Mexico.

The surveys in California are controlled by three different meridians and as
many base lines. The San Bernardino meridian intersects its base line in lati-
tude six miles north of Los Angeles, the initial point being on the high peak of
the San Bernardino mountain. This meridian is on the 116° 55 longitude west
from Greenwich, and controls the survey in the goutBern part of California.

The Mount Diablo meridian intersects its base line in latitude six miles north
of that of the city of San Francisco, distant from the ocean 38 miles, the inter-
section being on the hi,t:-t peak of Mount Diablo, about 3,600 feet high. This
meridian corresponds with the 123° 53/ of longitude west from Greenwich, and
governs the surveys north and south of the initial point in California, and also
in Nevada

The Humboldt meridian intersects its base line in latitude of about 40° 24/
north, on the peak of Mount Pierce, 5,000 feet above the level of the Picifie
ocean—ithis initial point being commemorated by an iron monument. These
principal lines govern the surveys in the northwestern portion of California
situated west of the coast range of mountains.

The Willamette meridian and base line govern the surveys in Oregon and
Washington Territory, the initial monument being at the point of the intersection
of 45° 31' 13" of north latitude with the 122° 30' 26" of longitude west from
Greenwich.

The Salt Lake meridian starts from the corner of the Temple block in the
Salt Lake City, where it is intersected by the principal base line, the point of
intersection being commemorated by a monument; these standard lines, running
north and south, cast and west, govern the gurveys in Utah. .

The surveying machine ry has accomplished its work in Ohio, Indiana, Illi-
nois, Michigan, Missouri, Arkansas, Missi i, and Alabama. In the State of
Louisiana the survey of the New Orleans tow nship and some subdivisions re-
main to be executed. In Florida the surveys have been extended to Lake Oke-
chobee, leaving unsurveyed the portion of the peninsula south of that lake,
which is a swampy and overflowed region. "

Should it be deemed proper to restore the surveying districts of Louisiana and
Florida for the time-being, it w be necessary to make appropriations for
salary of both officers of surveyor general, and existing appropriations, to a lim-
ited amount, might be set apart and applied to meet any surve ying exigency in
cither of the States: or, i such salary :z}n;.rnpr:-lrfnn should not at this
time be made, the power mi rceised which is delegated to the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office ¥ the act of Jannary 22, 1853, of acting ex-
officio surveyor general, where a district is discontinued.

Itis now proposed to present a view of the progress which has been made in
other States, beginning with the surveying districts of

WISCONSIN AND IOWA.,

The surveying operations in the State of Wisconsin have been advanced du
ring the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, by the application for the completion
of surveys in Wizconsin of four-fifths of the fifty thousand dollar appropriation,
per act of July 2, 1864, for surveys of p!

Contracts to the full extent of the mea provided have been made, and re-
turns of the surveys have been received, amount to 2,608 lineal miles,
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KANSAS AND NEBRASKA.
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g0 that the bed of the river was passable in travelling; at a distance of fifty four
miles from the L‘li_r-w:I:;_' of the Salado river, lv reached the mi :.ij_:
Wickenburg, containing from two to ited on the
right baunk of the river; thence thre '1-"; Weaver to Prescott, sapital of the
Territory, one mile above Fort Whipple and the upper waters of Granite creek
consisting of about sixty houses. On returning from \A. Zona,
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the residuary sections to settlement was modified by the Secretary, and hence
on the 19th August last, the surveyor general was called on for report as to the
action which had been taken by him under the department’s original orders of
13th May last; and when his report®shall have been made, the same will be laid
before the Secretary of the Interior for definite instructions as o what disposal

shall be made of the aforesaid re iduary sections

OREGON.
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The surveyors ger
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a half of land, or such portions thereof as are settled and actu: lly ocen

town purposes by the town of Denver, the en try to be in trust for the r-'-'\'l‘l';{l
use and benefit of the richtful oce upants and the bona fide owners of the im-
provements therecon according to their respective interests, reserving from said
sale and entry such blocks or lots in the t wn a8 may be necessary for govern-
ment purposges,

By the 1 section of the act 1st July, 1864, for the disposal of eoal lands
and town proj erly on the public domain, the town site act of 23d M: 1y, 1844,
i8 reg peale J

.-\ quest baving been raised as to whether this general repeal is re
and embraces the special act of 28th M 1y, 1864, for the relief of the :
Denver, thiz office dee that it does not; that the repealing provisions are
prospective- from tl » of said act of 1st July, 1864, and the special act
aforesaid of 28th in full force and effect.
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