304 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

MILWAUKIE AND ROCK RIVER CANAL COMPANXNY.
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OIL LANDS IN CALIFORNIA AND COLORADO,
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UPPRESSION OF TIMBER DEPREDATIONS.
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RESTORATION OF THE PUBLIC LAND MACHINERY TO THE STATES OF MISSIS-
SIPPL, ALABAMA; FLORIDA, LOUISIANA, AND ARKEANSAS.
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NEW LAND DISTRICT SUGGESTED.
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FEES OF EEGISTERS AND RECEIVERS.
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SATISFACTORY SETTLEMENT
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EVENTS IN EARLY AND LATER IISTORY INDICATING THE NECFSSITY FOR DIRECT
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE EASTERN AND WESTERN SHORES OF THE
CONTINENT AND WITH THE EAST INDIES.
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to be authenticated by the affidavit of the engineers, with the approval of the
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measures are not early adopted for the extension of the Northern Pacific rail-
road, land concessions thould be made for connecting these localities with the
great trunk of the Pacific road.

Fears have been entertained that, considering the great extent of mountain
and inarable land alons the central portion of the line of the Pacific railroad,
freichts 1rn11| the centre towards the ocean termini wouald be inadequate for the
support of such length of line. Experience will demonstrate that the ontward
will exceed the inward freights for all time after the completion of the route.
The richer ores, ‘-.rii'..'\::lliii; ;cn!l!. silver, copper, lilti( }-&-ix’\'l'\.. tin, with rill':. nlk.l“.
iron, cotton, wool, lumlu-r. and l".}u-:' products of the interior region, seeking an
outward market, will always exceed the inw ard flow of merchandise, ln:l('llillt'r_\'.
and manufactures of every kind. The great bulk of inward transportation at
the present time consists of articles of 1ood, tools, and machinery, which will
be furnished in the vicinity of the mines as soon as the reseurces of the
country are better understood, and the necessary capital and higher cultivation
introduced, both of which will keep pace w ..h. if .!1- y will not be in advance
of, the construction of the road. T ricultural and pastoral capabilities of
the ]:n‘;.t‘t‘ llll".:.'ll'l of the regi i 2110 1 *' .\-lnw]:ul. are Qlllt-ll to the
support of a dense population ; and the vast water-power created by its moun-
tain torrents in all the northern 1.‘.1-.‘.‘ ns will afford extraordinary manufacturing
facilities. :

Interests =0 immense, so intimately interwoven with the pursunits of our
[mni:ln-. so essential to an adequat rease of s p r currency basis of the
country, affording so extended a fiel ir the enterprise of our citizens, and
with necessary development : ) or national eredit and commereial
ascendency, it would seem, ¢ eive y fostering care of the executive
and legislative ming :m‘f i » plac UPoIL 8 ixed and solid foundation as
will gecure to indi he permanent joyment of the legitimate fruits of
their labor and enterprise, ar he country : luri advantage and
gapremacy which the possession uch resources should command.

Schemes fgr the di l of tl neral lands, vari and numerous as the
combinations of interests direc ! ir aequisition, will be presented for the
consideration of the leg e departm : ach will be urged upon public
attention with all the fervency whi n be inapi vy the maguitade of the
matter involved, than whicl 4 » greald in a pecuniary sense ever ¢ xisted,
The ostensible purpose of all parti Il be to fill the public treasury wilh the
gn‘r‘,l']] Il[‘lll?'"u"

]'rnm nent among the 20, A 1 1 nea X il 1 ""wl “':'il the greatest
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the Pacific States and the n Territories, the system but half :.r"-rlupui.
Other land concessi R iF gres ust, in pursuanc g policy, be
made to the auriferous States s
Such being the established views of 1he government in relaticn to its arable
and swamp lands, the question naturally arises with the masses of the people
d 'H!l\ interested ping the n s and those to become such, upon what
siple of public justice or sound policy are they alone required to contribute
bn'-..nl thosé engs in other pursuits ]

In this connexiondhe fact is also presented, that of the million of square
24 A
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miles over which this great mineral wealth is ¢ red, not to exceed a hun-
dredth part is mineral bearing to an extent that is compensating to labor and
capital. The small portion which is mineral-bearing can only* be definitely
ascertained by expensive explorations, and no inconsiderable portion of the

non-mineral-bearing area is utterly worthless for all other*purposes.
To what extent, by any ~_\‘-—h-x£1 of s i gale, are the I\urcl].‘t.—'l-rs
ex cted to pay for the worthless por .
1s it rational suppose it will be done to an extent that will defray the
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ceident or individual enter-
for surveys and explo-
i to the knowledge of the

ts of the precious metals.
is not catimated or determined like
cluded in any subdivision, bat ]v}'
wr, la , and lineal extent far
s hundr @ to be
corresponding outlay of

» can be reached, by what rule can any mini-
um be es lish h hall either serve as an indication of value, be com-
nsating t v government ear any equitable ratio between the various

a valuable deposit he will not make the fact

e of the mment until he has become the pur-
nd owner he land, and therefore all lands valuable for mineral, the
tablished prior to the time when ”l ) £ shall
& Or ;:r!\:'j.' rate, which must be a
le will pass from the United States,
as extremely valuable or very inferior
mineral location.

It may be said that many poor locations will be &
for the sale of : r good ones at a low price. This is presupposing that the
individual who ¥ & Money | e equ l:"_\' as indifferent as the govern-
ment. which only parts with a few aere f its vast domain, of the value of
which it has and can i

In practice thi ldom oceur: an if it should, the advantage to

11

d which will compensate

the government resnlting from driving a hard bargain with one of its citizens is
hardly conceivable. lear the re numerous this class of cases the less
benefit will I

This brief allusion mn the d ies to be met and overcome in in-
angurating any equitable ¢ ‘ » gystem for the sale of mineral lands is
® presented in order that, so far as it can be done, these difficulties may be con-

™
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sidered and, if pos , avoided. Shoul v receive the sanction of
]

In the absence of legislative directio iction _-r:.‘»_n:ju‘, the gaif;);;’..- pro-

ition of survey le s el f lan e -essities of the mining

population have induced the g ent of local systems for the distribution

of mineral discoveries : ' claimants in possessory rights by

discovery or purchase, to the extent allowed or prescribed by regulation in the

1
respective A
prees . . il R e Y e i
At t 50 T 18 W § simple g only upon the parties
imit i ation to the particular
y» miners enactin ne same h.'.]\i“ ned for the

re applicable alone to the placer 1
» first instance.
these localities were exhausted, tl

y varied and uncertain extent of this " mining,

1 prev | these regulations from assuming any uniformity of
character or permanently binding authority, had not the labor of our people
been directed he pening and working o the he avy hill i'!_'u'k 3 and the rich

quartz veins or | des. 1 und miore permanent g property,
the successful developme f which requir ime, the erect f expensive
works a= canald, and mills, and withal security of ¢ under fixed and equitable

rules of distribn

J-'.l. W
voluntarily
The regu
and amendments, suggested by experience ] d by ity, until
they have reachs ¢ dign an ity o l-defined and acknowledged
laws, binding and enforeed r th 1 i al r Y the local, legis-

lative, excct , ane licial authorities of the states and Terri-

a
|

tories, conty ) 0 WEION AN 11 1oution it a vasl I rty, and the
business relations ! sets of more than one dred and fifty thousand
of our m E

G e - PP, IR e e

I'he wisdom and ) AT determat 1 by the Te-
sults : th )
those of
inerease
cap ) INY in thi f indu Y in tl Cen( ?“1_!’\'“1'
min population; i t blisl t of new States

nels of communica

mineral regi

industrial and b
in all gur comn
in framing
embracing v
The « Xistin
stead policy aj

1147, . tl
Qluerence, Loa
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reward of occupancy and improvement, yet it contemplates the equivalent of un-
disturbed possession so long as occupancy and improvement shal®be continued.

Undoubtedly the miner's system of laying off, distributing, and limiting claims
is one of the best if not the only practical and equit able one which ean be devised.
It is adapted to the formation, takes hold of and deals with the precise property,
follows the line of deposit, and limits the acqu m to a reasonable extent, and
to the continuong working of the same. The objection to which this system
will be made liable by the advocates of survey and sale is, that it makes no
compensation to the government for the possession, nor for » mineral value
extracted It is not the sum that may to ¥ be ll}:u't'-! i} reasury as an
equiv it for the Pe '

n 1 feet, more or less, of any rich or
any leveloped mineral lode which de es its value to the nation, but the
permanence extent of the wal t, the number of persons it can
profitably employ, their prosperity, and ontribution they ecan annually make
to the ageregate wealth of the cou : italize this vast property at this
timeis impossible; and it is worthy of consideration whether appropriate measures
to that end can be devised with the imperfect data at hand as to the extent,

locality, and relative value of the various known and unknown de posits. How
far the existing system can, with® judicions modifications, be made applicable to
the production of national direct revenue without oppressing the mining com-
munities, and what mo i » required to make it aceeptable to the
country and justify its adoption in licu of a syster urvey ¢ sale, are ques-
tions referable to the futu n be settled on Yy oy 1 ervation within
the mining districts, and in view of actual minin y ns. In any event, it
1 em .‘.:-,-:!1' accn-

8, capabilities, wants, and

8 shall be d -:\'.ﬂn' WAY

ich shall be beneficial alike to

ies Until then, it is more than

]-rn.l‘ 1l 1 t vill b { [ sive to the
one, or disadvantageor y other these interests, ith ll-organized
authority at th ! 1 r ut, an 1 very limited encourazement for
the formation of voluntary central organizations in the States and Territories
having branchies in each mining district or local y, it is bel | { accurate

2 a2l 1 1 . 1
mformation and fall represer or logi eral specimens could

mptly and econ gatl { all *tions ¢ country.
I'o this end, the organiz n of an institution at the seat of government is

hereby ]

Arousg

etiort

The results in a few ye

which is respectfully
M. EDMUNDS, Commissi
Hon. James HarLaN,

Secretary of the Inte
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Tabular stalement showing the number of acres of public lands swrveyed in the ;
Jolicwing land States and Territories up to June 30, 1864, of public lands
and private land claims during the last fiscal ycar, and the total of the public
lands surce 3;1:.’ up o June 20, 1865, and also the total area of the thu"u.‘ do-
MAan rematning un.wrrc._-’,:‘:.‘ within {.-?.F‘ same.

: -

Land States and Territo-

Iies.

Wisconsin 770, T2
Towa .
Minnes

Wasl
Color
Utah
Arizona
New Me

, 237,199
, 106, 480

2 016, 640

alley and Marij

pproved June 30,

DEPARTMEST OF THE INTERIOR, g
General Land Office, Sept mber 30, 1565,




