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been given by their promotion of the services of the department which I have
had the honor to control.

I transmit » he I‘L‘\\'llll, reports of officers, \\I.}l mfmv tibl(’:‘. gl‘lﬂ" in detail in-
formation of value in relation to the operations of the department.  To these I
respectfully call your attention.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

s M. C. MEIGS,
Breret Ma ,1rr General U. S. A, thrfl rmaster General.

Hon. Epwin M. Stanton,

Sccretary of War.

The Jollowing (list of documents, accompanying the Q'mrh’-rmas({'r General's
annual report, will be found in the ahdfuu zed report of the Secretary of

War.
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE.

OFrFicE CommissARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE,
Washington City, D. C., October 20, 1865.

Sin: In compliance with the special instmetions of the War Department of
October 7, addressed to chiefs of bureaus, I have the honor to submit the fol-
lowing report of the operations of the Subsistence department during the past
year:

The subsistence stores required for distribution to the several mrmies in the
field have during the year been purchased, as was done during the earlier years
of the war, in the principal markets of the northern States. The facilities and
cost of transportation to the various points where they were Tl‘l{llil'l"l for izssue,
the relative prices in the different markets, and a due regard to the general com-
mercial interests of the country, have governed this department in apportioning
these purchases among the several market centres of the country. New Or-
leans, gradually resuming a healthy commercial condition, already enables this
depariment—and in further aid of such resumption—to obtain in that marketa
considerable portion of the supplies require d for distribution from that point.
Although the present general condition of the gouthern States is not-such as to
afford a large amount of supplies for the troops on duty therein, still the officers
of this department are able in gome parts of those States to enter into contracts
for beef cattle and slanghtered beef, as also to some extent to purchase therein
other articles. The lninriln.al purchasing officers of the Subsistence department
have performed their duties with great fidelity to the interests of the country
and with much mercdntile ability, and also, as I am frequently assured, to the
general satisfaction of the e mmercial men of the country with whom they have
transacted the business of this department.

So.far ag has been practicable, subsistence stores have been obtained by ad-
vertisine for and receiving sealed prdPosals for their delivery. During the past
¢ix months four hnndred and two such advertisements have been received and
i'i weedd on file in this office.

The principal commissaries immediately regpongible for the subsistence of the
geveral armies in the field have performed the important and often difficult duties
of receiving, proteet and distributing the suj forwarded to them with
commendable efliciency and success, 'T'hey have ), by great energy, been
able, to a considerable extent, to gubsist the troops upon the resources of the
country in which the armies were operating or through which they were passing.

It is believed that during the entire war no campaign, contemplated move-
ment, or expedition has failed on account of the inability of the Subsistence de-
partment to meet its proper requirements. It is alzo believed that the troops,
wherever stationed or operating, have, with rare exceptions, been e-'npph- d with
rations in good and wholesome conditipn.

While the Subsistence department has furnished a constant, timely, and ade-
quate supply of subsistence for the several large armies occupying widely dif
ferent fields of operations, as also for the troops at all the separate po itions oc-
cupied throughout the entire country, it is due to the Quartermaster’s depart-
ment that its vast labors in the transportation of these supplies be recognized
a8 having been ln-viurmml with a readiness and cfficiency worthy of the highest
commendation. As a single item indicating the amount of these labors, 1 in-
stance the fact that during the year 1863 the Quartermaster’s department
ghipped from the port of New York an average of seven thousand packages of
subsistence stores per day for every working day of the year, and for the year

1864 six thousand seven hundred and twenty-seven packages per day.
-
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The sudden cloge of the war, and the consequent immediate muster-out of a
large part of the army, unavoidably left on hand in some of the depots an ex-
Cessive .-'l:IrIn!‘\' of subsistence stores. This excess has been sént to other points,
where stores were required, instead of ‘meeting such requirements by further
purchases. By this course a considerable part of these supplies have been, or
will be, economically disposed of. Surplus and damaged stores are in process
of being disposed of by sale: A considerable quantity of hard bread, surplus
or too old for issue to troops, remains to be (i;-—;llihl'li of. A sufficient l]ll-’l!lTi(Y
of this and other surplus articles have been held back from an earlier sale with
the view of meeting, in an economical manner, the urgent wants of those people,
white and colored, who have, by the events of the war, been reduced to a suf-
fering condition; to whom it has been dermed an act of charity, due from the
government, to make limited izssuea of food.

I have the honor to re port that, under your orders of June 29, 1865, direct-
ing !lh-- discontinuance of the whiskey ration, and the sale of the whiskey on
hand, tl sue of that article was at once stopped. The sale has already taken
place at many points, and wi]l soon be completed. 3
* Dauring the past year, as in the previous years of the war, a very consider-
able income has been derived from the sale of the hides, tallow, and other parts
of beef-cattle not issuable as beef to the troops. The total amount of such
sales has not been ascertained. At the Washington and Alexandria depots
alone they amount to $344,468 981 for the year ending 30th of September,
l‘-l|:-. and to §1,377,875 93 duri 1e four years ending at that date.

‘l nder the able and jud ’ ment of Brevet Brigadier General
William Hoffman, United States rmy, Commistary General of Prisoners, the
prisoners of war, held under hiz charge at l}ui::}'-r\\'x\ forts, prison barracks,
camps, and hospitals, have been well and humanely subsisted. having received
a -l-_ﬂ:\ ient portion and varie ty of the ration to insure health; leaving in the
hands of the several iss g commisearjes, as “savings,” that Im‘.I"r‘!I of the
ration :w-r deemed necessary for persons fMiving in entire idleness. The pecuni-
ary value of these “ savings " has constituted a prizon fund, available, under
ions of the commissary general of prisoners, for the purchase of arti-
cles necessary for the prison barracks and hospitals,
necegsary expenses of the I"E""“' re,
Ingtructions, tran=f
amount of £1,507.

the instruet

and for H:l-nIi]:;: other
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Subsistence department a “savings " credit of the
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ot less !l:.-:-.-.

an am 37,766 98, making a total amount of §1,845,125 99

n
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wecounts of the officers of the Subsistence de partment,
18 well as the ter, to be sent, by t h

if the law permaitte d !!"'
rendering then li i i
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to the a untir e tr o | " } T wd 3
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b claim to be examined, there have been submi :

ed as follows:
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Whole number of claims submitted, 1,470.

Namber approved for payment.... 50
Number disallowed 413
Nuniber awaiting’ explanations, &e.... .. .. ... ... ... _o..... 630
Number awaiting examination 357

1,470

With your approval, it is proposed to ascertain and exhibit, in a tabular form,
the total quantity of each article of subsistence stores purchased for use of the
army during each year of the war, from 1861 to 1865, inclusive.  Such a state-
nient would form an interesting addition to the mercantile statistics of the counitry,

Under the act of March 3, 1865, for the better organization of the Subsist-
ence department, authorizing, during the continnance of the rebellion, the selee-
tion and assignment of comn tence of the volunteer and rego-
Iar service to geographical military divisions, to separaté armies in the field, to
military departments, to principal subsistence depots, and to the office of the
Commissary Genéeral of Subsistence as assistants, with the rank, pay, and emol-
aments of a colonel of the Subsistence department, there have been so selected
and assigned nine commissaries of subsistence; one from the regular sérvice,
and ecight from the volunteer service. There have also been selected and
assigned, under authority of the same act, to inspection or other special daty,
two commissaries of subsistence with the rank of lieutenant colonel; one from
the volunteer, and the other from the regular service. Also, to divisions, two
commissaries of subsistence with the rank of major; both from  the volunteer
ECrvice.

During, the past year two vacancies have occurred in the regular serviee of
the Subsistence department; one by the brief sickness and death, after much
zealons and efficient field serviee, of Ma; John Kellogg, and the other by
regignation of Captain Edward R. Hopkins, a valuable officer. Both of these
vacancies were filled 1':‘ gelections and .'li'im:h'.:iu-u'.:- from Ll]{: volunteer ]_lr;]:‘_gh
of the Subsistence department.

The Subsistence department, at the commencement of the war, contained but
twelve officers of all grades; it bad reached this number by small additions,
authorized by law, from time lo time, as the army was increased and the terri-
tory occupied by it extended; the several additions subsequent to the act of
April 14, 1818, %w)‘ which a Commissary General of Subsistence was originally
authorized, being %s follows : by the act of March 2, 1820, two commissaries ;
by the act of July 5, 1838, five commissaries; by the act of September 20,
1850, four commissaries. Since the commencement of the rebellion there have
been added as follows : by the act of August 3, 1861, twelve commissaries;. by
the act of February 9, 1863, five commissaries; making a total of twenty-nine
officers of all grades. A further increase is not recommended until it shall be
made fo appear that the present number of officers is inadequate to. the service
n-t;uin-d of the department.

I'Le officers of this department, regulars and volunteers, have, with but few
oxct‘plinn.‘. [n-l'f.»ﬂl]ul their duties with gignal ﬁt]r’.f:_\' and success.. Some of
them have been held from serving with troops in the field, much against their
choiee and ambition.

To theable senior Assistant Commissary General of Subsistence,and totheother
officers on duty in this bureau, is largely due the credit of the general good con-
dition of the affairg of the Subsistence di partment which I am enabled to report

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M A. B. EATON,
Commissary General Subsistence.
Hon. Epwix M. 8TaNTON, Secretary of War.

39 A
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REPORT OF THE SURGEON GENERAL.

WaRr DEPARTMENT, SURGEGN GENERAL'S

OFFICE,

Waskington, D. C., October 20, 1865.
Sir: I have the hovor to submit the following statement of finances and gene-
ral transactions of the Medical department for the fiscal ‘year ending  June 30,

1565 :
RECEIPTS.

Balance in the treasury July 1, 1864. ..

Balance in the hands of the disbursing «

Balanee remaining of appropriation for artificial limbs forsoldiers
and seamen, per act of July 16, 1562, chap. 182, sec. 6....

Annual approprirtion for the year ending June 30
act of June 15, 1564, chap. 124, sec.

p--ﬁvi- ncy appropriation for the current fiscal year, by act of
Mareh 2, 1865, t‘Lfl.Il 73, sec.

Annual appropriation for the year ending June 30, 1866, by
act of March 3, 1865, chap. 81, sec. 1, required for dis-
bursement during the present fiscal year, and placed to the
credit of the Medical department for that purpose March 22,
1865

Amount drawn from appropriation made by joint reso luunn of
April 29, 1864, to cover expenditures r'-l medical attendance
and mul.nn- for hundred-days volunteer A .

Amount refonded by the » Subsistence n‘.-: artment for lmml nf
gick and wounded ~u1~iu1~ in private In’-w,. tal

Amoftint refunded for medical attendance gud supplies furnished
|nr|--m--|» of war

Amount received for subsistence el

Amount disallowed in account of Eben. Swift, United States
army, for June, 1863, and refunded from appropriation for pay
ul \u]lm eers .

P runuli of gales of ice not re quired for he !
Value of bookes and surgical instruments sold t«
and private ]n]n-itnrw

i 11 officers
Iu eIV ‘] for ]U'-il.. 11 ll:uln r|\' -|-[|l L : 1 ()
h S
i ps artment
Received for l‘l]l‘!]it'illl"‘, &e., izzued to refi
Recovered for hospital property lost or dar
I'n:inn
tner, l’nitul
tates army, for prnp- rty md moneys _’[y
Alr\nlmt received for care of patients belons o
States I'IIH\ o b

lh{‘“"({ ot
ing to the United

$914, 135
324, 061

26
930, 640

251, 000

6, 000, 000

, 000

9619
293

, 006
, 251

13

.
, 489, 680 47
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DISBURSEMENTS DURING THE YEAR.

For medieal and hospital supplies.......... et

For pay of private physicians

For pay of hos pw al -u]r!nu 3 949, 462
For expenses of p'm-\.m" clnp-»h...... L Cade 683.830 3
For care of sick soldiers in private hl?“}llul[n ............... 240, 476
*For artificial limbs for soldiers and seamen.... ........... 126, 538
Expenses of hospitals for officers. . ... - 243, 876
Miscellaneous expenses of the Medical department 13, 996

9. 'J'J‘-\- I"f; b
Balance in the treasury June 30, 1865 , 161, 18124

20, 459, 680 4

The ample provision for sick and wounded existing at the date of my last
annual report was increased during the ensuing months until a maximum of (204)
two |m1nl red and four general }|-~-p1 als, “I.III a o l]:l(l y of (136,594) one hun-
dred and thirty-six th-ru- ind eight. hundred and ninety-four beds, was reached.
Field hospitals hospital transports and ears, ambulance corps, and the purvey-
ing di pois, were ke pt in condition to meet all possible re quirements, and Gen-
eral Sherman's army was met at Savannah by four first-class sea-going steamers,
thoroughly "I”:T'i"'l‘ as hospital tre ansports, with extra stores and supplies for
five thousand beds, should it have become necessary to establish large he apitals
uiu.n his line of operations.

Upon the receipt of General Orders No. 77, dated War Department, Adjutant
General office, April 28, 1865, immediate measures were taken to reduce the ex-
penges of this department.  Of the (201) two hundred and one general hospitals
open on Januvary 1, 1865, (170) one hundred and seventy In\w been discontinued.
Three of the four sea-going hospital tran isports have been discharged : the fourth
is now constantly l4|._'ll‘_:' n the transfer of sick and wounded from southern
jorts to the general hospitals in New York harbor. All‘of the river hospital
woats have lun turned over to the Quartermaster’s department, and but a single
Lw]n:. al train i ained in 1!11 south t.

The vast amount of medicines and hospital supp lies becoming surplus through
the reduction of the army have been carefully collected at promineut pe ints
and are being disposed of at public auction, most of the articles bringi ing thu.r
full valu , and in gome instances, I}n r cost ;llli 0,

Sinee April, 1861, there have been appointed (547) five hundred and |'..-t\'
seven surgeons and assistant surgeons of volunteers ; mustered into service (2,109)
two thoasand one hundred and nine volunteer regimental surgeons, and (3,882)
three thousand eight hundred and eighty-two volunteer regimental assistant sur-
geons ; « m: loyed as acting staff surgeons (75) se venty-five; as acting assistaut
surgeons (5,532) five thousand five hmnlrnl and :h.:.\ two.

As far as returns have been received, during the war (34) thirty-four officers
of the medical staff have been killed or died of wounds received in action, (24)
twenty-four wounded, and (188) one hundred and eighty-ei -'hl have ded from
disease or accident incurred in the se rvice ; (1) ong f,.ul in a rebel prison, (6) six
of yellow fever. A c--ml leted record “.Il increase this namber,

Two bundred and fourteen (214) surgeons and assistant surgeons of volun-
toers, -i\unul as supernumerary, have been mustered out.

* Furnished during the year—artificial legs 1,333 ; arms 1,121,
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In compliance with the act of Congress, hospital chaplains have been reported
for muster-out when the hospitals to “which 11.L} vere attached have Qtfu dis-
continu Of the two hundred and sixty-five (265) appointed during the war,
twentv-nine (29) are still in commission.

The business of this office has heen large ly incre ased by the necesgity for
immediate examination and settlement of In- accounts of staff and regimental
medical officers mustercd out of service, while the number of :Lp}:lh.mh.us from
the Pension burean for * official evidence of cause of death’ now averages
ane thousand five hunds ru] and fifty (1,550) a month, the number received and
acted upon in the 1 iscal year | over nineteen thousand (19,000) ; other

icial 1 s, requiring reference to records and bospital registers, are very
DUMErous,

The retarns of sick and wonnded show that of white troops one million fifty-

d four hundred and twenty-three (1,057,423) cases have been
: .urx 1861 to .J.L) 1, 1865, of which the mor-
lition to the alphabetical registers of dead, not
yet fully comple ted, l!n records of I' ¢ Medical :‘zlnlltm nt contain thirty
thousand (30,000) s 1 » more important forms of surgical injuries,
of dizease, and o ations. These reports, with statistical data, and a pathe-
logical collection, nuu ‘-—'. ng sever ind six hundred and thirty (7.630)
specimens, furnisl nass of valuable information which is being rapidly ar-
ru;:ul and tabulated as a medical and surgical history of the war, for the pub-
[ ¢ hi an -'I.}‘]!l'wll-l‘u}'.fllll \\‘E“ l_”' .'|“kl'(i.

iing more in detail the importance of this
umes the highest value. By its array, of
1 enriched I y full reports, it supp slies instruction
application the dearly- i-.-1-hr.

great usc ml.n S8,

tality rate was 8 per cent.

ne lT C lI "I I\‘ rs wi F"“' C ‘..l"l"
u to these self-imposed labors
ire to elevate '1 r profession. A small appropriati
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i i 1 30, 1865, an army n
., on the 1"- h day of October

al staff of the army, 'mr‘ of assistant sur-
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elves before x]l\ I'wmn'l] Of this nun 'l" er,

i ;s one \\‘TJIElri W ])' 1!]" I 12 ¢X IH‘ 1
nalified, and four failed to appear
tion and found qualified. Two as
" \ tion. Of the approved candidates,
been appointed g
ds have been in session at New Yarl “ 1shing "1“1‘ D. C., Hilton Head,
1is, T » Rock, Ark.; and Cincinnati,
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In nearly all sections of the country the health of the troops has becn fully
equal to that of the preceding years, ‘though military mc vements of unprece-
tll nted magnitude have been pushed to successful termination without re gard to
eeasons. An epidemic of yellow fever preva iled at Newbern, N. C., in Se ptem-
ber, October and November, 1864, causing two hundred and seventy-eight (278
deaths among the troops stationed there, of whom five hundred and seventy-one
(971) were attacked. The released or exch d p"lw 1ers arriving at Wilming-
ton, N. C., from rebel prisons suffered from an epidemic of typhoid fever, w hich,
however, was arrested by strict attention to hygienic rales s prompt transfer
to I" rthern hospitals. 'With these exeeptions no serious pid s have appeared,
and it is interesting to note ths arantine regy ns strictly enforeed by mil-

uthorit y ]..:h proven : [!:v "L'("-it‘l:n”ll of .—'M:TI-LI'Y:I B :
s by our troops, to be an absolute protection agpinst the importation of con-
tagious or infections diseases. In view of the apprehensions entertained in re-
gard to the i¢ cholera, now devastating the shores of the Mediterranean,
thi OMEes § § : it fact.

r réecommendations of measures tendin » greater efficiency of the
Medical department, you are r spectiully referres » special repe T
office, called for by cireular dated War Department, Adjutant Gener: xI
October 7, 1865,

om T[u_

"‘L.A c,

Iu conclusion, I desire to bear te to the ‘.'s'EET\' courage and zeal man-
zIAnwml h]nt' ehout 1’1: war by the offices cal d undeg all
circum lons. it \ _"m CXCH 1 they have been
actuated by \lu ! .:h---! motives of nati 1 le, and
ber who have been killed n:.«] wounded bears most honorable yuy to their
de \""‘ mn to d y on the field of |

name-

al directors of arm

! de-
] praise is duef

arauous :i.l..-ti
, Bir,very rezpectfully
Greneral,

1
i

1. E. M. STaANTON, Secretary

REPORT OF THE PAYMASTER GENERAL.

War DeparTMENT,
}'-.‘_ym::ihr General's l‘"'_' ¢, Waskington, October 3
Sik: I have the hongr to submit a report of th Teial transaction
Pay department of the drmy for the fises year e1 e June 30, 1865.
The L;lm],tr statements herewith presente
followin tatement 1n gross is made
LI.uu- in h lu.~ of ]‘;\1‘1- ers and unji
treasury at beginning of fiscal year
Received v treasury durin
Unissn in tr
R (‘l'.H] '\ ‘-1 ;

transterm 'L d.lll

Totalto be accour
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Accounted for a= follows :
Disbursements to the regular army
Disbhursements to the Military Academy
Disbursements to, the volunteers

Total disbursement &+ .. ... al:..tcnee..
Amount of uniszued re quisitions in the treasury on June 3
1865 . 65,900,000 00
Balance actually in hands of paymasters on June 30, 1866. .. 55,423,985 B4

730,960 53

1,054,946 37

This large amount in the' hands of paymasters at the end of the fiscal year
was an unavoidable necessity from the fact that at that precise period of time
the department was everywhere throughoutthe country under the greatest pressure
of payments to mustered-out troops, and money in large sums had to be kept
thus distributed.

From the above it will be seen that the sum actually disbursed during the fis-
eal year and in process of disbursement at the end thereof was £430,054,946 37.

Bince the beginning of the current fiscal year, beside the above sums in the
hands of paymasters and the unissued re quisitions stated, $94,000,000 have been
disMursed, and distributed for disbursement, making a total expenditure of
$524,054,946 37 during the last fizeal year, and the present ome to this date.
Of this large sum more than one-half (£270,000,000) has been paid to disband-
ed volunteer troops mustered out of service.

From the early days of June to the present time, this department has made
final payment to more than eight hundred thousand officers and men. The num-
ber paid cannot be definitely stated for the want of time for full official returns
10 be received from the many various and distant points of payment thronghout
the country, especially as theze payments are still continuing. Enough, hoiv-
aver, is known with certainty to establish the fact that the f :
in exce Y

Tl

igures stated are not

g is an extraordinary exhibit of work performed chiefly within the three
months of June, July and Aus

paid to eight hundred thousand individual men.

meénts 18 dbserved, with a knowledge of the particularity required in each

t—two hundred and seventy milions of money
When the manner of these
ease, the accounts varying in amounts, each to be
several items of pay, clothing, bounty,
chargeable deducted

separately computed  in its
&e., with such stoppages as may be
the final amount stated and the signature of each officer
and man to be appended in duplicate to the ;
be formed of the stupendous labor involved.
regardi

I'f'u-'i[ll rolls, a _itl.—'E :l;l]-'rl'\'i:n;nu may
No gimilar work of like masnitude,
ng its immensity both as to men and money, and the small limit of time
in ull'.ich it has been performed, has, it is in-f%n‘\'n-u]::m_\' parallel in the history of
armics,
.Ti"' troope for discharge were, under the orders from the Adjutant General’s
fice, transported to their respective State rendezvous as rapidly as the proper
nt}il‘_"rr‘- of the various organizations could despatch the duty of mustering out.
| his department engaged to prepare with funds officers at all :hd‘n-i.'.l}'
different places of designated rendezvous throughouf the States, and to make
prompt payment in the shortest practicable time, on the arrival of each oreani-
zation, 80 as substantially to avert delays, with all their evil conseguences .": the
places of rendezvous. . How far this ]-_ln Ige on our part has been 1rn deemed the
country ean answer. _'l"llw facts of record in the War Department show no de-
lays of moment occurring in any quarter; none, at least, chareeable to this depart-
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a

ment. The work is mainly accomplished, satisfactorily accrfmpiishz{d. hi:-y-'rnid
the most sanguine :uuti.ci}):umnl-' f'[t ‘[! ¢ who could understand and properly
AE 2 e vas s 0f the undertaking. x
m‘i.l",:r:_i,li& }‘_.‘;Illtrnxplu- country iz indebted largely to the zeal, ir.nr»ll:grnro.lnfu}t
glecpless indnstry of a corps of experience d paymasters ho pxgzlnllff-fl Ii;‘ln?--l-t‘: r-s
in thi the closing act of their military staff service by a faithfulness and devotion
which reflects the highest honor upon them as a body, and as 1:{:1}\-:‘111:-1:] ofi-
cers. To them, under the skilful management of their supervising ].'..~tlrw1‘
chiefs, this department owes its success; :mni. I .T.;lki? occasion, ;:5} the ]'.l.':;l of
the department, in this public of ] communication, to frudf'r h:.‘l 1em 1 ln A]ntr}-
ape of my erateful acknowledgments. The credit is theirs, h»r‘“uhuut their ex-
I:-rit nce and cordial co-operative efforts, not all the powers of the government
combined could have wrought go favorable :1_.~~‘;unuu of a difficult 1-r.uinh}1:1. L
It becomes my duty to motice hére, in most !.uw:r.d.lv terms, l:n- }.
ned services of the officers and clerks connecte d immediately t\‘l;li';v!llzf --:m;‘.
They appreciated the emergency, and }_:-m T]:n mselves l--' lh-i 111m:¢‘1l1.: \'.nvlil;
which, for a time, pressed upon the office with :flmu.-'thn':rr“ 1elming e ]n :
With payments simultaneously p 1z at ,~".xl_‘\: n:;th_-.rlr-.ﬂ il;rl e "“\‘. ‘_-:)
Frpar:x:‘vd-. with the necessity of keepis 4 ach one supplied with _!uu]-,!.: from It.\f. 1
diav.and a necessity also that each should have no more Il:.‘m.rwllnn‘l. for imme I-.I.I:Lf_‘
disbursement—drawing from the treasury at the rate of "?E',.“"“{l,“.'llful': 1:-_-::; \\'l.' ’
and compelled to make close estimate wnd .r‘m-ml watch ;»t its o -Ll‘i_\ : .n[l..nu‘ln!l.
g0 that the demand at each ) t should I‘-r gurely m“'l"', : .nu.}, ;l“.
more than "'“'t"l‘h"'li teld etters continually pouring in, rl;--m:__ thie
movement and destinati 4 p4, and repeating these 1||utu'r-f to. the L”;'_i"{
points of rendezvous ; application and appeals !.'1'1tr::lﬁlf;}'Vllrl'l.‘:"ill‘,': n-.‘in.nn?1
immediate answers ; new questions arising and referred to this t-l‘;u'n .:I”—| l:_:‘,-tr.lu-
tions, &c—kept our thoughts, our pens, w‘ur press, and t]w.hlllll;:‘.li.‘\l in t'\lf’l‘i
stant requisition by day and by night. \'[.-.'. all t.h:* | ""’_h"i'l‘.‘ 1<.' bi .nlr..“‘- » _l..'
that every one labored with cheerful alacrity—in some instances, indeed, t-.iru:‘___
the heated season, even bey ond their strengt '.|.. It may i“l‘- gaid of !TI.-w-'ql-. v- j[ |.l; ¢
said of the paymasters in the field, bat for their willing efforts, rendered with seli-
denving devotion, the work cou ot have been a succes 88, ,
The umstinted facilities extended, sir, by your authority :n‘n orders, in It'.r
frl-l' nse of l]l-' m:]i:‘u_\' tels graj h,t ng presa, :ll;]r_l all '-?.llt-r r!l:_'vi\“:lﬁ-i{ hftl
{‘nulll be 'E-l'nl.l'.:tlll}' rli»‘!r“‘ 1 to th nad ther \\'.:!.l 1}.11'?1 n',r.L ] conndade n-(.t
which you were please d to reposge in : office, 1-‘!.'-':1\?-:'1-12 it :1'.1 a .m'.'if ..uim.,‘,
h[f]l'h‘l]t‘ll:‘l‘rl‘li"ll1”1!1-1‘.1.1",’!'.‘& '..:E" 1‘:1 lh”lt:‘.m“ §0Wn ‘."l-'lli'."‘l: :.:-.u.rlt( irnl « J':I‘__]:Ixt
i, and support of, its acts and orders—these T veal the vital secret of a resul
wr {-‘.‘-,::1;:}::‘¢:l.m- this branch of my subject without a =:‘r.1'.a-:'w|1 expreasion |f ;.nl-
debtedness to the officers of the Treasury Department for the courteous and zea E
ous attention with which, during the 1._\51:; xigency, they ulw:;_\'-i 'I'Kih‘i‘l u':u-
thie importunate demands of 1 s office. W hat often r-"'"‘l:l"‘; as :u‘[?- ".-- n.’.zli",;:
gibilities obstructing the financial path, were, by their fervent u-.’inrr.:.l roa ily
dispelled, and thus all our Lisiti were met with most satisfactory
i‘r‘,‘s:i;illl\t' 3 te n;‘“ my 1iﬁ‘ ::-111!1‘!1 report, besides ”u- Slnrln ﬂ'l!l‘.].llfwr'uf I-:‘X‘]'!\-(T:
constituting the pay depart t of the re __"'il.tr army, (and T\\I-lll-\.ll !1- .“ l iout
casualty or change smee,) in. the service Wt}. .'l-.th-M.’Il.l "_"'.\““”
it n wintments under the law of July, 1838. Aflterwards,

I\. others were ﬂ't']hu‘ti;h'd and confirmed, ma

Aceounted as follows ¢
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l';rmiﬁ:‘"l}..... sases sesases
Appointments eancelled.......
]'i‘nlll)t'tl

Died of disease.

This reduction may still continue, following witheven pace, as their serviees
can be spared and their accounts be rendered, the progress of the reduction of
the army.

The sudden disbandment of our volunteer hosts, besides their final payment
on the ordinary forms of muster-out rolls and other disch wge papers, has devolyed
upon this department an inordinate accumulation of * referred claims " transmitted
for adjustment and payment.  These have arizsen from various causes, but chiefly
rom the inabil Yy ol the officers ¢ eed with the execution of the muster-out pa-
perg to reach a complete history as to pay, clothi bounty, &e., of large num-
-i'!‘.‘lftn]irle‘il men, 8o a8 to enable a final settlement at the time of disch A
To all such certificates of iarge are farnished, upon which are indorsed the

et of non-payment, and the holders are directed to forward the same, as the
basis of their claim, to the Paymaster General for adjustment.

Such mag has s demand a 1, that it has been found neces

organize a special division of paymas
take exclusive cognizance of this ciass of elain

This “divisio referred claims?™ i v composed of a chief supervising
paymaster of much int rence, jud; , and expe e, with twelve other
paymasters, also compete ; i a corps of sixty-four active

rk The peculiar lab "this d n could not be near so well performed
under any other organization, having, as this does, enlightened paymasters to
supervise every branch of the work, each beine responsible for his own,

Every claim sent to this division i for its elucidation a careful and
laborious search thro the previous rolls on file in this and the Second
Auditor’s office, besides constant reference to the Adjutant General’s office, to
trace out through the past records all the ficts touching the case, the charges,
stoppages g, &c.. that i
s <1

cia

tated with accuracy the balance due

Iy that balance are filled out

1 i nature, which returned to the pay-

master, the I * remits a check 1¢ amount. From this it will be seen

i n, what careful industry it demands, and
ned of by impatient claimants.

out material change since the date of

and transmitte

hs past, in antieipation of an 1'J1‘.'l‘."! er
ed from recomme nding new appoi
e ocenrred by resi 18 and other casus
This course, 1 appr
nicnee to the 1'.}11.|;t~

; ; ice.  Such, how is the sudd
the business of the burean, by re ason of

waen

1 other elagses of vouchers, res ting from the recent and cor

2 to dishanded tro ps already adverted to, that but a very slicht re

Iverted
imbe " elark . <11 .
umber of clerks employed will be practicable for some months t
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I need hardly urge the unqualified convietion; that the compensation al-
lowed by the government to this indispensable elass of public agents is quite
inadequate in view of the present exorbitant cost of the necessaries of life.
The elerks of this bureau, as a body, are highly meritorions and deserving
public servants. . None, I am sure, better than they, have by faithful industry
earned just title to favorable consideration. It becomes my du y, therefore,
respectiully, but urgently, to recommend a reasonable increase of the rates of
compensation now by law fixed for the elerks employed in this burean. Ee-
pecially is this demanded by every consideration of the *public interest, of en-
lightgned public economy, for the clerks of the higher grades, and for the chief
clerk. T feel sure I have ouly to present this subject to your attention to in-
sure your influence in the furtherance of a consummation so proper.

In another paper dommunicated to you, dated the 11th instant, I have had
the honor to submit, for your consideration, a plan for the better organization
and a permanent increase of the Pay department of the army, to which I re-
spectfully invite your attention in connexion with this report.

The entire of the regular army and the volunteer forces of every description
retained in service, i mbraced in orders for muster out, have ‘been paid,
or are provided for and in process of payment to the end of’the last fiscal year,
(to 1st July last.)

,\[-'1!1_\‘ oreaniz n N id to the later date of Fu‘p!rmfn )i

All discharged troops have been paid in full, and all b harged or un-
der orders lise provided for, and will be paid as fast as they affve
at their respective liTzu‘u-- of rend L

Paymasters are held in readiness to make another payment to the troops who
ghall be eontinued in the service, whenever the needful funds for that purpose
may be available

In conclusion, I beg t nt to your attention the following remark-
able’summary etaten f the results in this artment during the past four
years of war.

The total « oney di d by the department from July 1, 1861, to the
present date, is one | twenty-nine million two hundred and thirty-nine
thous: ' +
Total defalcations in the dej same period, supposing that

not is made from suretics, (it iz believed that more

ill be collected from th urces 8541.000
Total expenses for disbursement, i ‘
rmasters and their clerks, mileage and travelling « Xpen:
rerage of 350 paymasters and 400 clerks for the term of
years and four mounths (a large J " 6.420,600

Total defalcations and ¢ X per 6.970.600

Thus it is scen that the total of every character of expense to the government
arising from the disbursement of the pay to the armies durin period stated
*¢)
i } SUI «

Surely this is a cost most w erfully cheap for tl

X uti f duties so
important and spongible. t is mn questioned if there i jer instanee
on record of ! i

Respectfully
B. W. BRICE,
ymaster General UL S. A
Ion. Evwix M. StaxTton,
Secretary of War,
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXGIXEER.

ExGiNeEr DEPARTMENT,
Washington, October 30, 1865,

Bir: T'have the honor to present the following report upon the several

branches of the I
year e :l.d:n.:__' ont
Duties of th

eighty-five

battalion of engin
Of the eighty-five (S

(54) were on det
tary org ition

Armies ng n

and in commayd
dnn' superintend
-uprn\'n n
with all the

Every

o 1[.'.. o1

I“' I"“; il]

other causzes

| wenty-onc

pe “’Inlll. ng imj

their re |lum'1~~

The \.|]n< and

edze of the officer
of the armies, and for m.li'

given their lives tc

efficienc x for the
r.:uL and experier
ties have necessar

ates of the Military Academy.

Although the 1
functions of 1

practicable to mee

For a comprehe
to the general ol

It will be recolle
Potomae abov Harper's !'r._\

"n ]h]” more,

had l"':n-i‘:"r.- the

of gervice for m
the general Los
with the publi
possession of v

vert our armies firc

tain they hagd been defeated an

Again they made
across the Pot

¢ plans and rep

eut, but

\-\ ar _-—f diter.

Jecis t'iflv l'x.lll

yublic gerviee committed to the care of this de partment, for the
he 30th of June, 1865

ficers during the ye ” —The corps of engineers consisted of

y Academy, its officers and professors, and the
f five companies.
cers of engineers embraced in the corps, fifty-fonr

eer soldier

ached duty command army corps, divisions, aud other mili-

8, 0N sial

\ as engineers and assistant engineers with
» reebels, in command of the pontoon 1'11\] 3 BEIVice,
of the uu-ln-"- of the engineer battalion; and thirty-one (31) on
ing sea-coast defences, lake surveys, lake and gea-coast harbor
ary .\\':l\!- my, and ;1.-i.~tiug the Chief Engineer in connexion

18 been on continued and llmnh‘rrl.j ted duty da-
 (4) of its members ]x.a\' died in service.

l.:l! who have die service "from wounds and

n, i8 fourteer

ps still remain on detached ger-

of the rebellion, which prevent

eng

estimation i ich the ary talents and practical knowl-

2 of the , by contributing to the command

\\Hh the loss -:t those who have

) the defi nee -at 3\ greatly reduced its numbers and

many dutic levolving upon it. Man vy of those of hig "ltt'-\l.

1ce are still on detached service, and the vacancies from casual-

= :
ily been filled by __il'.‘ lor members, recent distinguished gradu-

_.xl suflicient to perform the proper
: present assignment of its o ers renders it 1n-
Tlu' numerous demar m the ii"iull’liu«"l[.

ngive knowls nl_:r 0 ': e d of '11-- {

"‘:i €rs, a recurrence
'l 13 Necessary.

‘ g
cted that , by descend "“ Shenandoah

and crossing the
the rebq 1y, in 1864, threatened YV: -~hml'-
;;mi even [ 1... ,. i l .

‘l]*l- intermediate cities.

- i great depot for immense ¢ upplies for all arms

hs Jn advanee. An extensive ordnance depot, a navy yard,

AT hives of the nation, its executive and judiciary,

o8 20 al 1;- -'.un-l purposes, was the rich prize, to gain

1 the reb aut hori .a.l_:..ru! their efforts, as well as to di-
m the attnek 1

un the attack on Richmor At Antietam and South moun-

I y of the Shenandoah.
» and were defeated at Gettysburg, and driven
ac and up the valley. In July, 1564

¢ driven back into the vall¢
a powertn rt

after the Lieutenant
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General had forced the rebel armies, concentrated under Lee, from Todd’s tavern,
through Spottsylvania and Cool Arbor, into Richmond and Petersburg, they
made another effort to divert the Lieutenant General by detaching Early on an-
other expedition’ down the \':tl}uy of the Shenandoah and across the Potomac,
threatening Baltimore by moving on the Monocacy, where 4 small body of our
troops ‘were repulsed, thus jeoparding both Balfimore and Washington. The
attention of the Lieutenant General was given to these efforts of his ul\. r;-ary to
divert him from his main object, the defeat and capture of Lee's army; and,

while withdrawing part of the garrison to re-enforce the armies operating J.-"nn-t
Richmond, he held the command of his rear and Washin gton by being e nabled
to transport from before Petersburg as large a force as Lee could detach to ope-
rate in the valley and on \\,.~I|.11;"l‘1 Many thonsands of wounded and sick
occupied the hospitals in Washington, and the troops fit for duty did not suffice

to man the armaments of the forts around the city. The engineers h ul pre-
viously constructed a system of detached redoubts and forts ‘lr"ll]‘il the city, on
a circuit of npwards of thirty-five (35) miles. - Early, after his suceess at Monoe-
acy, moved directly upon the defences of W ;-l; cton, between the Potomae
and the Eastern Branch. (“' ¢ ]»‘t 1 No.1.) Colon |l Alexander, of I|n corps of
engineers, was the only officer of the corps \\]--‘-v personal attention could be
given to these defences. Colonel Woodruff and Major Kurtz, of the corps of en-
gineers, 'mfl assistants of the Chief Engineer, were first ordered to these defences.
\ulr Beq entl 4 all the officers on the sea-coazt, north and east of this 'y WEre
dutuln J from their labora of constructing sea-coast batteries, (then threatdfed
by rebel iron-clads building in Europe, as :|r:->'i|» r effort to divert onr armies in
the field,) and were ordered to the defences of Baltimore and Washington—Major
Prime, Captain Robert, and Lieutenant J. A. Smith to the aid of Colonel Brew-
erton at Baltimore, and Colonel Macomb, Major Blunt, Major Casey, and Cap-
tain Tardy to the aid of Colonel Alexander’ at Washington. The rebel blow
was alme d at \“.11!\‘1!]:'.““. The wise foresight ' e Secret u“-' of \\':tr ]m-l
caused all the « |:‘|;|‘.-1_\'- s of the several bureaus of his deg partme to be org ized
and drilled as infantry troops. The necessity f ]':< wi ‘xul wal of the 6th
army corps from l"-:--hl»:lr,:. and of the 19th from .\- w Orleans, had also been
foreseen, and orders sent to them to proceed to this city to meet the blow that
was threatened. ]I:v Veteran Reserves and convalescents from the hospitals
were alzo ordered to garrison the defences. Requisitions were made upon the
governora of States to furnish trogps, but with little success. The 6th and 19th
corps arrived at the most ortune momen y '1}' directed: his efforts upon
Fort Stevens, but finding garrison re-enforced, and even moving out of the
defences to meeét him, he suddenly retreated across the Potomae an -i up the val-

]ny of the Shenandoah. T wmgineers were then ordered to their former
stations on the seaboard.

"lr]\ wWns l: Ir.~11-ni 1\}' Sheridan with his cava . ."IT]lI 1]-1- t['rllh‘ll" that Jrn\'(‘
him from Wa gton up the Shenandoah, defeati m and his re '11hm-m nts,
gnd eventually annihilating his « v th] edition Major: Stewart, Cap-
tain Gillespie, and Lieutenant Meigs, of the L"'T'II" of engineers, were a wed.
In the death of Licutenant Meigs, while reconnoitring in the neighborhood of
Winchester, the corps lost one s most meritorious and valued members.

Captain 1’; )i mpanied Sheridan's expedition to the James river, destroy-
ing the rebel con ricati on that river and all others west and north of
I\. qm'w-i A :T finally joined the Lieutedant General before Petershurg.

With the investment of Petersburg commenced a series of laboribus and diffi-
cult enginecring operations | e army of the James and the army of the Po
tomac. 'The narra ¢ g reports of Colonel Michler and Gen-
eral Michie give the detail rations. A reference to plan No. 12 will
explain the “extent of the d 1'- nees xL yut Petersburg and Richmond, and th
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labors of our engineers about Petersburg and the gebel defences en the north
side of the James river. ,

The rebels after being defeated by the army under Lientenant General Grant
and driven from their intrenchments around Petersburg, extending to the Hatchie,
evacuated that city’on the 2d April, 1865. The evacuation of' Richmond fol-
lowed on the 3d April, when the rebel army under Lee rtlr.ct\tt:d, Emd was closely
Illerl:-s'. {mvi II!’:‘:‘:‘\'d to _\{wimt:litt!l'x Court I.iunﬁf‘. “’ll(‘rt‘ i )’l('ll{cd to [l‘u' supe-
rior prowess and skill of the armies of the United States, on the Oth April, 1865,
thus breakipg up all semblance of rebel authority, leaving Sherman  to end it
by the capture of Johnston on the 23d April. A map of this campaign is ig
progress, awaiting information yet to be collected to perfect it as an’ historical
recortl of these ever-memorable military operations which resulted in restoring
the power and union of a nation. .

A frer the evacnation of Richmond the rebel chief and his advisers, who de-
\'irt'll l!;i:‘ most !::l_il[rl and unwarrantable scheme to ll(}-l!'f)}' a nation, .-_i(lu;_:]u,
gafety in flight towards Georgia.  Their movements had been foreseen, and were

yrovided for by a brilliant campaign of a cavalry force undeér General James H.
¥ilson, (v:tpufn of the ecorj 1eers,) who Illl'-'.l'll his Iroops with great
discrimination and judgment, and succeeded in capturing the leader at Irwinton
on the 10th May, 1865.

From Atlanta the grand army of the West, conmanded by Sherman, com-
menced moving for the sea-coast, while Thomas occupied Temiessee and Ken-
tucky. 'T'he rebels under Hood on evacuating Atlanta operated on Sherman’s

ne of march.

' engineers at Chattanooga under Colonel Merrill, and the
volunteer engineers, had rendered this important position as well as Knoxville
impregnable ; and Hood retr ywards the Tennesseeriver with a foree so
far superior to Thomas's as to cause the latter to fall back gradually upon Nash-
ville. The labors of the ineers in fort ‘\.’i!:: l"::u.kiin,un t]:.' l[::l"tn‘tll riv-‘r.
did not suffice, with a si army corps under Schofield, to hold those intrench-
nents.

Our army fell back to Nashville, where much labor and the skill of the engineers
had prev ( t ying it by General Morton, Colonel Mer-
rill, Caj g ind other junior officers of the corps of
engincers, together with volunt igineers,  In September, 1864, Major Tower,
corps of engineers, (brevet major general of wolunteers,) took clru-;_b- of these
defences, and perceiving the great importance of Nashville as a depot of sup-
plies as well as other impor t strategic advantages, commenced to add to and
perfect the fortifications, (sée plan No. 4,) on which he continued unremittingly
until Hood's advance a :stment of the place on the 15th and 16th Decem-
ber, 1564.

During the few days precefling Hood’s arrival before Nashville, Thomas had
concentrated his seve available army corps within the fortifications of Nash-
ville, the plan of which is given on plate No. 4. :

The importanee " these defences was mainly in enabling Thomas to concen-
trate his army-at a de well stored with munitions of war, and to hold his
enemy, flushed with his successful march from Atlanta, in check until he was
rvnd_\' to take the ficld

The plan of the fortifications (No. 4) by General Tower and annexed ex-
tracts from his report explain more fully the successes of .this most important
advance of I'Homas, resulting in the demolition and annihilation of the rebel posver
in T nnessee.

During the same eventful period the fortifications that had been constructed
by the engineers at Murfreesboro’ were successfully held dud defended by a part
of Themas'’s army. ?

Yol ] Tl saniain & . - s " ” PR s -3
( aionci .\it .1'1.11. \-ll tain erx Necrs, w Hh l!;p '\._\Eu];u-cr engineers, had dunng.
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the year given special attention to fortifying all the important p?ims on the rail-
roads in Tennessee and part of Kentucky, while Lieutenant Colonel Simpson,
eorps of engineers, had fortified Cincinnali, Ohio, Covington .:-.nd Newport,
Frankfort and Louisville, Kentucky, and the lines of the Louisville, Nashville,
and Kentueky Central railroads, thus covering Thomas’s rear antl defending his
lines of communieation. ? el

Such is a general outline of the labors of the engineers in Tennessee.

The ‘mareh of the grand army of the West under Sherman (see plan No. 3)
did mot call for offensive or defensive fortifications.

The labors of the engineers, Captain Poe, (brevet brigadier gt:nc-r:\l U. 8. AJ)
Captain Reese, (brevet brigadier general U. 8. A.,) Lieutenant Stickney, (brevet
major U. 8. A.,) Lieutenant Ludlow; (brevet major U. 8. A..) and Lieutenant
Damrell, were most advantaceously bestowed upon the roads and  bridges, and
reconnoitring the enemy’'s movi ments and positions. (See their ll:trl*.t!‘l\ts.}

The pontoon train: under charge of these officers were indispenszable to the
suceess of the army.. They consisted of canvas boats; which proved servicea-
ble for the march of this army from the T dee to its final disbandment in
Washington city in 1865. The advantages of these light trains, their frequent
use during the campai oVl " tation to our country, are fully de-
veloped in the narrative ls 1) ._~.TQ'I>|anr-, ;

In September, 1863, Knoxville was ¢ -.]‘fri:ru'. by our foree, and i :
of the same year Chattanooga was occupied I-_\'. our army. At the er point
Sherman concentrated his supplies, and moved in fore ainst the rebels, _|‘.n-:-
ing them through Ring , Tunnel Hill, Dalton, Resaca, Allatoonn, and Kene-
gaw, to Atlanta. i

At this latter place the rebel army was strongly intrenched. The
first invested by our army on the north and east, n its strength b
ascertained, Sherman 1 ‘ army t e south, defeating the 1

November

evacuate this stronghol
The na ‘ lat

Poe, U. S. : i f on v :t:"' the i riant i wected

1 1 - . ' » i) b y .
with its capture, a : shes plans of the | defences. lan No. 2;

BEC 1 ative.)

While these movements and success f th ics nnder Thomas and Sher-
man were in progress, General erant L i n of '!..-: vy under 1i:I:|-
aral Terry to co-operate with the navy in the reduction of the defences of the
mouth of ".liu' Fear rive Ja ary, 1865, i

Captain C ymstock, of the ¢ f enpgineers ientenant colons
brevet brigadier general volunteers,) hac 2 of the rineer of

sher, situated at and yrthern entranee of &
{0s. 5 and 6 give the det

was found to be the :
i s landing and its rear w

of the ‘defences const
operating on Fort Fi F

A bombardment by the fle
the land front of the work, e :
a formidable system of mines the same front, preceded a successiul assanlt

ine many of the gunsg on

: : T
iric wires for « Xploding

by the troops under General Terr, :
“*Ple plans Nos. 5 and 6, with extracts from General Comstock’s report, give
the details of the rebel fortifications and those thrown up by our"troops.  (See
General Comstock’s report.) .
Later inthe season General Canby concentrated the troops under his commnr
the co-operation of the
, {brevet major U.

and moved to the attac
navy. The labors of the enginecrs under Ca

vt e sy e eme———————
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8. A.,) Oaptain Palfrey, (brevet lieutenant colonel §. 8. A.,) Lieutenant Burn-
ham, (brevet major U. 8. A.,) and others, were here called into requisition.

Blakely (see plan No. 7) was invested, batteries constructed and opened upon
the formidable rebel batteries covered by strong intrenchments, with abatis sue-
mumﬁn;:_lh— ir entire position, with its flanks resting on the Blakely river.

q}’i-‘m No. 7, with extracts from the report of Major McAlester, gives the details
of the operations, final assanlt and construction of the rebel defences on the Sth
April, 1865. (See McAlester's 1o port.)

.:"'p.:\nia-‘l} Fort was at the same time invested by our army, and the more for:
midable gicge operations of a first and second I!-'l;'.'l”f'] wi:h':qrprnacln'-s and en-
filading bntteries became necessary, and resulted finally in the capture of the
rt-l'n-_l defi & by assault, on the Sth and 9th of .—\pril,'l._'-fi."». (See plan No. 8))

![:--.---7 wees and approaches are given in detail on plans Nos.' 7 and '8,
which, with extracts from Major McAlester's report, will explain and illustrate
llni:_\-. ell designed and skilfully executed siege. :

/ I'he fall of Blakely and Spanish Fort caused the rebel army under Taylor,
Gardper, and Manry, to evacnate Mobile, and retreat to the North. :

l'!.q: No. 9 gives the formidable rebel defences of the city of Mobile, surs
rounding it with three lines of detached forts and connécting intrenchments
with the flanks resting on Mobile river. The skilful labors of the rebel !"l]"‘i-’
peers about this city were very extensive rnd the system exceedingly Flrnn»'r‘

g general to turn thesze works, by i?rsf.
roved successful, and the character of the

\ " . y illustrates the saving of lives and treasure
in ]n-]r hr;\-_! attempting to reduce :[:<:~‘.- powerfal defences.
While these img r berats } I.;.” s { :.mi'-:!'.
Hl"-”n.”l‘ e T}i‘lnlb’r‘.‘l‘:l ‘_L‘:_;”“.‘ '.-!. '_-1-‘\.\ -\L- ]:.] [u -‘—..lu-' i “!‘.r:h TR _lTHE- AU l.}l ima,
e grand army of the West, and Lieutedant General Grant, with

The determination of the command
reducing Blakely and Spanish For
works as shown on the plan forcib

!I" comibmn armies of lr-‘ IIH ymac .l.':'! the J Lnes, 1o l!*‘ ] n Thl' EAr ;'-l'ﬂ.
. 8, L4 r witl 18

ot tkA'- nngion cily, were simuitaneously Il Al i ‘ll" nu '.-'\H‘Il fi rees o stri L
H (4] . i FIRE ¢

final blow to re }H-I'I»-.w.-r_ and enforee f!‘p Treats

7 : ration of national authority from
the Atlantic to the Paci Tive

(See plan No. 3.) Sherman’s s i
: N0, 3.) & nan's s sea-coast, by first capturing
l‘l'rt ‘ o . . | . il ) T y : ] I l'II]n
: i.I‘Jn[}:--t-r-. on the 13th ['-l-l_u-"‘r. 1864, by Hazen. The strong rebelin-
renchments at Savannah were then invested, and the rebel General II‘l]';'l-t-r"'i\‘n-lz
trom them across the Savannah river. The de ment v
e Sy 3 _ 1 ; e d ment has as vet received no
plans of Fort McAllister or of the defences of Savannah. The labors' « f the
. - R i OTE O y
ngineers of § % rman’s army (€ee Poe's narrative) were again bestowed prinei-
I'-:I”'\‘ In reconnoitring the enemy’s I and manoeuvri th INvas
5 nanaey 1 e G ‘a8

-}
"Th-' geveral rivers between Savannah and

reached the

P

pontoon traing to cross the armyv oy
the last water-course crossed 't § The success of these brid
 lnsi _ : ‘ 48 O ede brided
trains is given in the exteacts from Generals Poe's and Reese's 1 : : ]r.‘;.i-‘
v o - als R ar cese s reporta. »
city of Charleston fell into our power on 18th Febroary [“\1]': after 1:;
evacuati w the els Y e vl L it .
- ll:t:z::n-l:\1 ﬂ: e L]. i 1ence o Sherman’s movements in its TeAr,
ang cutling off its supplies from the while it was already blockaded by
our fleet, and invested by la z J
Rchofie ¥ar tha rednetion -
S .l .h field, after the reduction of the entire defences of Smithville, moved upon
taleigh, and united bis forces with those of Sherman.  The etier neer oper: !Iil 8
man. ugiecr operation
manceuvring the pontoon bridee trains
acutenant Stickney, (brevetmajor U. 8. AL)
\ Stickney’s narrative.) ;
tested combats at Avéryeborongh and Bentonsille

Our army.

on this line were in reconnoitring
for the passage of the rivers, und.

of the corps of engineers.  ( Sex ;
gineers. (} After obstinately eo
4 2tin -
n g

ston was fi y overcome and subdued by ¢l the r~-}“--[ power under John-
Mg : COMIE Sl sibdued by the capture of hrs entire command

on the 23d April; 865 ; after which, by “ecasy marclics B Dl atials

West repaited to Washington ¢ 3 ¥ marches, the grand army of the
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(See plans Nos. 1, 11, apd 12.) The momentous campaign of the armies un-
der the command of the Lieutenant General, with the purpose of capturing Rich-
mond, and overthrowing the rebel authorities holding the semblance of Confede-
rate power in that city, was commenced on the Rapidan in May, 1864. The
battles of Todd’s Tavern, on the 7th May; of Spottsylvania, on the 14thand
19th, and passage of the North Anna, on the 24th; of Co Arbor, on the 31st
May and 1st June; the march thence and passage of the James river on the
16th, 17th, and 18th, with the investment of Petershurg on the 3d July, 1864,
constitute a brilliant series of grand battles and manceuvres that do not come
within the scope of engineer reports. :

The narrative and information from the report of Colonel Michler, dated Oe-
tober, 1865, give more specifically the labors of the officers of the engineer
corps. during the progress of this campaign.

SEA-COAST AND LAKE DEFENCES,

While most of the officers of the corps of engineers have been actively en-
gaged in the field as heretofore stated, others have given.their attention to the
i'mpnrt:u‘.t labor of sea-coast defences.

Against predatory expeditions of rebel cruisers and iron-armored wvessels,
built in foreign ports claiming to be neutral, it was necessary to construct batte-
riea to mount rifle artillery and smooth-bored ordnance of heavier calibres than
heretofore used. Colonel Macomb, Major Blunt, Major Casey, of the corps of
engineers, were employed in thus fortifying thirteen harbors on the eastern
coast. At the same time progress on the permanent sea-coast defences was con-
tinned at all the harbors from Maine to Hampton roads, inclusive, at Key West
and Tortugas, and at San Francisco ; and repairing the permanent works on the
Gaulf of Mexico that were taken from the r¢bels, which had been more or less
injured by them and by our attacks, to restore them to the Uuion.  On the
northern and eastern works, as also on the California coast, thé main objeet has
been so to direct the operations as soonest to mount contemplated armaments,
which, at this time, are required to be of such penetrating and crushing power
as will in all probability insure the destruction of any iron-armored vi ssels that
can combat them. The introduction of se increased calibres and this power
of artillery h¥s made it necessary to renew most of the gun platforms heretofore
constructed which were designed for no larger calibre than forty-two pounders.
At the present time no smaller gun is prepared for the sea-coast batteries than
one-hundred-pounder rifle guns, and ten to fifteen inch rifled and gmooth-bored

18.

The further construction of the sea-coast batteries has been retarded by the
necessity which now exists of so covering part of our guns and gunners. as to
render them. secure against any advantage that#an attacking power in iron-
armored ships opposed to them shall possess. So faras we have yet IlE'l';Il'r'Fﬁl'd.
preparations for guns of large calibre have been perfected, and the guos mounted
to throw, collectively, one hundred and forty-geven thousand one hundred and
fifty pounds of metal at a single discharge, which is an addition during the yg¢ar
of forty thousand six hundred and fifty-one pounds of metal that can be so
thrown against an enemy.

Continuing to increase the armament on our sea-coast in the same ratio, for a
reasonable time, will render the harbor defences exceedingly dificult for any

1

maritime power to overcome, and, in combination with other auxiliary means of

defence; will carry the cost and time requisite to subdue them beyond the medns
of foreign powers, provided we bold our works in a perfect condition for both
land and sea attacks,

Boards of engineers have been detailéd to consider what modifications are
necessary at each and every work along our gea-coast to adapt them to resist

e,
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