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mond if he wonld stand. Should he, however, fall batk into Richmond, I
would follow up and make a junction with his (General Butler's) army on the
James river: that, could I be certain he would be able to invest Richmond on
the sonth side #o0 as to have his left resting on the James, above the city, 1
would form the junction there; that circumstances might make this course

o

advisable anylow; that he should use every exertion to secure footing as far
up the south side of the river as he could, and as soon as possible ‘after the
receipt of orders to move ; that if he could not carry the city, he should at least
detain as large a foree as possible.

In co-operation with the main movements against Lee and Johnston, T waa
desirous of using all other troops necessarily kept in departments remote from
the fields of immediate operations, and also those kept in the background for
the protection of our extended lines between the loyal States and the armies
operating against them.

A very considerable force under command of Major General Sigel was so
held for the protection of West Virginia, and the frontiers of Maryland and
Pennsylvania. Whilst these troops conld not be withdrawn to distant fields
without exposing the north to invasion by comparatively small bodies of the
enemy, they could act directly to their front and give better protection than if
lying idle in garrison. By such movement they would either compel the enemy
to detach largely for the protection of his supplies and lines of communication,
or he would lose them.

General Sigel was therefore directed to organize all his available force into
two expeditions, to move from Beverly and Charleston, under command of Gen-
erals Ord and Crook, against the East T'ennessce and Virginia railroad. Sub-
scquently, General Ord having been relieved at his own request, General Sigel
was instructed, at his own suggestion, to give up the expedition by Beverly
and to form two columns, one under General Crook, on the Kanawha, number-
ing about ten thousand men, and one on the Shenandoah, numbegjng about
seven thousand men. The one on the Shenandoah to assemble between Cuam-
berland and the Shenandoah, and the infantry and artillery advanced to Cedar
ereek with such eavalry as could be made available at the moment, to threaten
the enemy in the Shenandoah valley, and advance as far as possible; while
General Crook would take possession of Lewisburg with part of his force and
move (]n\_\n the T'ennessee railroad, doing as much damage as he could, destroy-
ing the New river bridge and the salt-works at Saltville, Va. .

Owing to the weather and bad condition of the roads, operations were de-
layed until the 1st of May, when, everything being in readiness and the roads

favorable, orders were given for a general movement of all the armies not later
than the 4th of May.

My first object being to break the military power of the rebellion and capture
the enemy’s important strongholds, made me cllusirnus that General Butler should
succeed in his movement against Richmond, as that would tend more than any-
thing else, unless it were the eapture of Lee’s army, to accomplish this desired

result in the east. If he failed, it was my determination, by hard fighting,

l‘ltlu-r‘m compel Lee to retreat or to so eripple him that he could not detach a
large force to go north and still retain enough for the defence of Richmond. It
was well understood, by both Generals Butler and Meade, before starting on
the campaign, that it was my intention to put both their armies south of the
James river, in case of failure to destroy Lee withour it.

Before giving General Butler his instructions, I visited him at Fort Monroe,
m_nl i conversation pointed out the apparent importance of getting possession
of I'v'. sburg and destroying railroad communication as far south as possible.
Believing, however, in the practicability of eapturing Richmond unless it was
re-enforced, I made that the objeetive point of his :-].wrntiuu.-\. As the army of
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the Potomac was to move simultanecusly with him, Lee eould not detach from
his army with safety, and the enemy did not have troops elsewhere to bring to
the defence of the city in time to meet a rapid movement from the north of
James river.

I may here state that, commanding all the armies as I did, I tried, as far a3

oesible, to leave General Meade in independent command of the army of the

Y:ut')mm'. My instructions for that army were all through him, and were gen-
eral in their nature, leaving all the details and the execution to him. The cam-
paigns that followed proved him to be the right man in the right place. His
commanding always in the presence of an officer superior to him in rank, has
drawn from him much of that public attention that his zeal and ability entitle
him to, and which he would otherwise have received.

The movement of the army of the Potomac commenced early on the morn-
ing of the 4th of May, under the immediate direction and orders of Major Gen-
eral Meade, pursuant to instructions. Before night the whole army was across
the Rapidan, (the 5th and 6th corps crossing at (iermania ford, and the 24
corps at United States ford, the cavalry, under Major General Sheridan, moving
in advance,) with the greater part of its trains, numbering about 4,000 wagons,
meeting with but slight opposition. The average distance travelled by the
troops that day was about twelve miles. This 1 regarded as a great success,
and it removed from my mind the most serious apprebensions I had entertained,
that of crossing the river in the face of an active, large, well-appointed and
ably-commanded army, and how so large a train was to be caryied through a
hostile country and protected. Early on the &th, the advance corps (the Sth,
Major General G. K. Warren commanding) met and engaged the enemy out-
gide his intrenchments near Mine Run, 'The battle raged furionsly all day, the
whole army being bronght into the fight as fast as the corps could be got upon
the field, which, considering the density of the forest and narrowness of the
roads, was done with commendable promptness.

General Burnside, with the 9th corps, was, at the time the army of the Poto-
mae moved, left with the bulk of his corps at the crossing of the Rappihannock
river and Alexandria railroad, holding the road back to Bull Run, with instrue-
tions not to move until he received notice that a crossing of the Rapidan was
gecured, but to move promptly as soon as such notice was received, This
crossing he was apprised of on the afternoon of the 4th. By six o'clock of the
morning of the 6th he was leading his corps into action near the Wilderness
tavern, some of his troops having marched a distance of over thirty miles,
erossing both the Rappahannock and Rapidan rivers. Considering that a large
proportion, probably two-thirds of his command, was composed of new troops,
unaccustomed to marches and carrying the accoutrements of a soldier, this was
a n‘marknhl-- march.

The battle of the Wilderness was renewed by us at five o’clock on the morn-
ing of the 6th, and continued with unabated fury until darkness set in, cach
army holding substantially the same position that they had on the evening of
the 5th. After dark the cuemy made a feeble attempt to turn our right Hlauk,
capturing several bundred prisoners and creating considerable confusion. But
the promptness of General Sedgwick, who was personally present and com-
manded that part of our line, soon reformed it and restored order. On the
morning of the 7th reconnoissances showed that the enemy had fallen behind
his intrenched lines, with pickets to the front, covering a part of the battle-field
From this it waa evident to my mind that the two days’ fighting had satisfied

* Lim of his inability to farther maintain the contest in the opea field, notwith-
standing his advantage of position, and that he would wait an attack behind his
works. 1 therefore determined to push on and put my whole force between him
and Richmond; and orders were at once issued for a movement by his right
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flank. On the night of the 7th the march was commenced towards Spottsyl-
vania Court-House; the 5th corps moving on the most direct road. But the
enemy having become apprised of our movement, and baving the shorter line,
was enabled to reach there first. On the Sth General Warren met a foree of
the enemy which had been sent out to oppose and delay his advance, to gain
time to fortify the line taken up at Spuusvl\'nuin. This force was steadily
driven back on the main foree, within the recently constructed works, after con-
siderable fighting, resulting in severe loss fo both sides. On the morning of the
9th General Sheridan started on a raid against the enemy’s lines of communica-
tion with Richmond. The 9th, 10th, and 11th were spent in manceuvring and
fighting, without-decisive results. Among the killed on the 9th was that able
and distinguished soldier Major General John Sedgwick, commanding the 6th
army corps. - Major General H. G. Wright succeeded him in command. Early
on the morning of the 12th a general attack was made on the enemy in position.
The 2d corps, Major General Hancock commanding, carried a salient of his line,
capturing most of Johuston's division of Ewell's corps and twenty pieces of ar-
tillery. But the resistance was so obstinate that the advantage gained did not
prove decisive. The 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th, were consumed in
manceuvring and awaiting the arrival of re-enforcements from Washington,
Deeming it impracticable to make any further attack upon the enemy at Spott-
gylvania Court-House, orders were issued on the 18th with a view to a movement
to the North Anna, to commence at 12 o'clock on the night of the 19th. Late
in the afternoop of the 19th Ewell's corps came out of its works on our extreme
right flank ; but the attack was promptly repulsed, with heavy loss. This de-
layed the movement to the North Anna until the night of the 21st, when it was
commenced. : But the enemy again having the shorter line, and being in pos-
pesgion of the main roads, was enabled to reach the North Anna in advance of
us, and took position behind it. The 5th corps reached the North Anna on the
afternoon of the 23d, closely followed by the 6th corps. The 2d and 9th corps
got up about the same time, the 2d holding the railroad bridge and the ‘J}lh
lying l._c-lwu-rn that and Jericho ford. General Warren effected a crossing the
same afternoon, and got a position without much opposition. Soon after gettin
into ‘m:&itiuu he was violently attacked, but repulsed the enemy with ;_:rq_-'\[-r:.
n‘lnug ater.  On the 2{-1!1 General Sheridan rejoined the army of the l’umm.:u:
from .tin' :.:lulrun which he started from Spottsylvania, having destroyed the
depots at Beaver Dam and Ashland stations, four trains of cars, large Supplies
of rations, and many miles of ‘railroad track ; recaptured about four Tn.lllulll'til of
our men, on their way to Richmond as prisoners of war; met and defeated the
enemy’s r.-u‘ulr_\'- at Yellow Tavern; carried the first line of works :lf()llnd
Richmond, (but finding the second line too strong to be carried by assault) ru:
crossed to the north bank of the Chickahominy at Meadow’s Bridee, unde
heavy fire, and moved by a detour to Haxall's landing, en |1-u» -I'lll:’l'-: ril\L--u
where he fmntnunic-’ﬂ"fl with General Butler. This raid had the effect ':;'
drawing off the whole of the enemy’s cavalry force, and making it comparatively
easy to guard our trains.

(n-llwrn_l Butler moved his main force up the James river, in pursuance of in-
structions, un the 4th of May, General Gillmore having joined him with the 10th
. A e same e b s e of 1500 caviy, Ly way of e

j ith him wherever he might get a foothold, and a force
of 3,000 cm‘nl_r}'.. under General Kautz, from Suffolk, to operate !::l:ah;_-t th;
roads south of Petersburg and Richmond. On the 5th he llL‘L‘llllit'ﬁ, without

opposition, both City Point and Bermuda Ilundred, his movement being a¥

complete surprise. On the 6th he was in position with his main army, and
commenced intrenching. On the 7th he made a reconnoiss oo i
Petersburg and Richmond railroad, destroving a purlio.u oflit
On the 9th he telegraphed as follows: i "

ance against the
ter some fighting.
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 HEADQUARTERS NEAR BERMUDA LaxpiNg, May 9, 1564,

“QOur operations may be summed up in a few words. With 1,700 eavalry we have
advanced up the Peninsula, foreed the Chickahominy, aggd have safely brought them to our
present position. These were colored cavalry, and are now holding our advance pickets
towards Richmond.

 Geners] Kautz with three thousand cavalry from Suffolk, on the same day with our
movement up James river, forced the Blackwater, burned the railroad bridge at Stony creek,
below Petersburg, cutting in two Beauregard's force at that point.

s We have landed here, intrenched ourselves, destroyed many miles of railroad, and got
a position whi -} .r supplies we can hold out against the whole of Lee's army. 1
have ordered up the .-'11]\['1'.- s.

¥ lh-uunx-‘:‘.mi with a large portion of his force was left south by the cutting of the railroads
by Kautz. That portion which reac hed Petersburg under Hill I have whipped to-day, killing
snd woundilg many and taking many prisoners, after a severe and well-contested tight.

“ General Grant will not be troubled with any further re-enforcements to Lee from Beau-
regard’s force.
«+ BENJAMIN F. BUTLER,

3 ** Major General.
 Hon. E. M. STANTON, Sccretary of War."

On the evening of the 13th and morning of the 14th he carried a portion of
the enemy’s first line of defences at Drury’s Bluff, or Fort Darling, with small
loss. 'The time thus consumed from the 6th lost to us the benefit of the sur-
prise and capture of Richmond and Petersburg, enabling, as it did, Beauregard
to collect his loose forces in North and South Carolina and bring them to the
defence of those places. On the 16th the enemy attacked General Butler in
his position in front of Drury’s Bluff. He was forced back, or dgew back, into
his intrenchments between the forks of the James and Appomattox rivers, the
enemy intrenching strongly in his front, thus coveringhis railroads, the ecity,
and all that was valuable to him. His army, therefore, though in a position of
great security, was as completely shut off from further operations directly against
Richmond as if it had been in a bottle strongly corked. It required but a com;
paratively small foree of the enemy to hold it there. 3

On the 12th General Kautz with his cavalry *was started on a raid against
the Danville railroad, which he struck at Coalfield, Powhatan, and Chola
stations, destroying them, the railroad track, two freight trains, and one loco-
motive, together with large .quantities of commissary and other stores : thence
crosging to the South Side road. struck it at Wilson's, Wellsville, and Black
and White stations, destrqying the road and station-houses ; thence he proceeded
to City Point, which be reached on the 18th.

On the 19th of April, and prior to the movement of General Butler, the
enemy, with a land force under General Hoke and an iron-clad ram, attacked
Plymouth, N. C., commanded by General H. W. Wessels, and our gunboats
there, and after severe fighting the place was carried by assault and the entire
garrison and armament capturéd. The gunboat Stnithfield was sunk and the
Miami disabled.

The army sent to operate against Richmond having hermetically sealed itself
up at Bermuda Hundred, the enemy was enabled to bring the most if not all
the re-enforcements brought from the south by Beauregard against the army of
the Potomae. In addition to this re-enforcement, a very considerable one,
probably not less than 15,000 men, was obtained by calling in the scattered
troops under Breckinridge from the western part of Virginia. ;

The position at Bermuda Hundred was as easy to defend as it was difficult
to operate from against the enemy. I determined, therefore, to bring from it all

vailable forees, leaving enough only to secure what had been gained, and ac-
cordingly, on the 22d, 1 directed that they be sent forward, under command of
Mninrlﬂ'l‘nt*l“.ll W. F. Smith, to join the army of the Potomac.

On the 24th of May the 9th army corps, commanded by Major General A. E.
Burnside, was assigned to the army of the Potomac, and from this time forward
constituted a portion of Major General Meade’s command.
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Finding the enemy’s position on the North Anna stronger than either of his

revious ones, I withdrew on the night of the 26th to the north bank of the

North Anna, and moved via Hanovertown to turn the enemy’s position by his
right.

Generals Torbert’s and Merritt’s divisions of cavalry, under Sheridan, and
the 6th corps led the advance; crossed the Pamunky river at Hanovertown
after cousiderable fighting, and on the 28th the two divisions of cavalry had a
gevere but successful engagement with the enemy at Haw’s shop. On the 29th
and 30th we advanced, with heavy skirmishing, to the Hanover Court House and
Cold Harbor road, and developed the enemy’s position north of the Chicka-
hominy. Late on the evening of the last day the enemy came out and attacked
our left, but was repulsed with very considerable loss. An attack Was imme-
diately ordered by General Meade along his whole line, which resulted in
driving the enemy from a part of his intrenched skirnfish line.

On the 31st General Wilson’s division of cavalry destroyed the railroad
bridges over the South Anna river, after defeating the enemy’s cavalry. Gen-
eral Sheridan, on the same day, reached Cold Harbor, and held it until relieved
by the 6th corps and General Smith’s command, which had just arrived, via
White House, from General Butler’s army,

On the 1st day of June an attack was made at 5 p. m. by the 6th corps and
the troops under General Smith, the other corps being held in readiness to ad-
vance on the receipt of orders. This resulted in our carrying and holding the
enemy’s first line of works in front of the right of the 6th corps and in front of
General Smith. Duaring the attack the enemy made repeated assaults on each
1_||' the corps not engaggl in the main attack, but were 1'1-pu1.-!t'il with heavy loss
in every instance. That night he made several assgults to regain what he had
lost in the day, but failed. T'he ¥d was spent in getting troops into_position for
an attack on the 3d. On the 3d of June we again assaulted the enemy's
works, in the hope of driving him from his position. In this attempt onr loss
was lu-:n‘y.wlnh- that of the énemy, I have reason to believe, was (:(b]llIJ:lr:lli\‘t'iy
B e e e S e
I would not be llu-ii-r}l-.ml '1-< ::1\"1]::.-' t“llr:lt..nli' to-“"'zwm.nc R ‘IOHSFS.

; < as saying th previous attacks resulted in vie-
tories to our arms, or accomplished as much as I had hoped from them; but they
m‘tlwlm.l upon the enemy severe losses, which tended, in the end, to the complete
overthrow of the rebellion.

_ E rom the proximity of the enemy to his defences around Richmond, it was
impossible by any flank movement to interpose between him and the city. I
was still in a condition to either move by his left flank and invest Rh-hvn:;ond
e o e o o i gt b s o o
t A ) ight have been better as a covering for Wash-
ington, yet a full survey of all the ground satisfied me that it would be i
ticable to hold a line north and east of Richmond that would protect tl '“1]?1‘“3'
ericksburg railroad—a long, vulnerable line, which would E"(l:l'lll*t mu ‘I]t f'm .
strength to guard, and that would have to be protected to su.pp‘l}: the :1(:-1:1i ::r;
- v . : - g : £
::fnl:]llll;-]'..ll_-:;n(‘-!_]( n\:lr:tll:]'.ln;rr:; ::LIUII;.-‘I‘II::H-;'(}E !;:f-lmmutlncmil_m on the south side
Richmond if Iu.ssilaie-. Then, after d{:alr.o {-illr’ }Lf'-lll"m.m.a!' Lee's s Doriies
of the James river, to transfer the 1r;n\')l “al T:‘ “"‘1'5 U't Kok g o 110“‘[‘
Richmond, or follow him south if l;L- sh I‘i’l‘ IL- N‘_U-T-l 5"!“ SN bexinge L'&e x
Wilderness it was evident that the (-. : 10‘1 AR Ry g ‘tflt‘ 'b&mh‘ e
: ‘ ' : enemy deemed it of the first importance t
run no rizks with the army he then had. :
i brsstvarky o bl on the ofimiv, immedistly T ront, of hen,d
. g b e easily retire behind them. W ithout a greater
was willing to make, all could not be accomplished that I

He acted purely on the defensive bt:-b
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had designed north of Richmond. T therefore determined to continue to hold
gubstantially the ground we then occupied, taking advantage of any favorable
circumstances that might present themselves, until the cavalry could be sent to
Charlottesville and Gordonsville, to effectually break up the railroad connexion
between Richmond and the Shenandoah valley and Lynchburg; and, when the
cavalry got well off, to move the army to the south side of the James river, by
the enemy’s right flank, where I felt I'could eut off all his sources of supply
except by the eanal.

On the 7th two divisions of cavalry, under General Sheridan, got off on the
expedition against the Virginia Central railroad, with instrictions to Hunter,
whom 1 hoped he would meet near Charlottesville, to join his forees to Sheridan’s,
and after the work laid out for them was thoroughly done, to join the army of
the Potomac by the route laid down in Sheridan’s instructions.

On the 10th of June General Butler sent a foree of infantry under General
Gillmore, and cavalry under General Kautz, to capture Petersburg if possible,
and destroy the railroad and common bridges across the Appomattox. The cav-
alry carried the works on the south side, and penetrated well in towards the
town, but were forced to retire. General Gillmore finding the works which he
approached very strong, and deeming an assault impracticable, returned to Ber-
muda ' Hundred without attempting one.

Attaching great importance to the possession of Petersburg, I sent back to
Bermuda Hundred and City Point General Smith’s command by water, via the
White House, 1o reach there in advance of the army of the Petomaec. This
was for the express purpose of securing Petersburg before the enemy, becoming
aware of our intention, could re-enforce the place. .

The movement from Cold Harbor commenced after dark on the evening of the
12th: one division of cavalry, under General Wilson, and the 5th corps crossed
the Chickahominy at Long Bridge, and moved out to White Oak swamp, to
cover the crossings of the other corps. The a lvance corps re wched James river,
at Wilcox's landing and Charles City Court House, on the night of the 13th.

During three long years the armies of the Potomac and northern Virginia had
been confronting each other.  In that time they had fought more desperate bat-
tles than it probably ever before fell to the lot of two armies to fight, without
materially changing the vautage-ground of either. The southern press and peo-

Jle, with more shrewdness than was displayed in the north, finding ‘that they
L;ui failed to capture Washington'and march on to New York, as they had boasted
they would do, assumed that they only defended their capit il and southern ter-
ritn'r): Hence, Antietam, Gettysburg, and all the other battles that had been
fought, were by them set down as failures on our part, and victories for them.
Their army believed this. It produced a morale which could only be overcome
by desperate and continuous hard fighting. The battles of the Wilderness,
Spottsylvania, North Anna, and Cold Harbor, bloody and terrible as they were
on our side, were oven more daaging to the enemy, and so erippled him as to
make him wary ever after of taking the offensive. His losses in men were probably
not so great, n:win_-_: to the fact that we were, save in the Wilderness, almost in-
variably the attacking party; and when he did attack it was in the open field.
The details of these battles,. which for endurance and bravery on the part of the
soldiery have rarely been surpassed, are given in the report of Major General
Meade, and the subordinate reports accompanying it.

Dauring the campaign of forty-three days, from the Rapidan. to James river,

‘h.‘» army had to be supplied from an ever-shifting base, by wagons, over narrow

roads, throngh a densely wooded country, with a lack of wharves at each new
base from which to conveniently discharge vessels. Too much credit cannot,
therefore, be awarded to the quartermaster and commissary departments for
the zeal and efficiency displayed by them. Under the general sapervision of
the chief quartermaster, Brigadier General R. Ingalls, the trains were made to
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occupy all the available roads between the army and our water base, and but
little difficulty was experienced in protecting them.

The movement of the Kanawha and Shenandoah valleys, under General
Sigel, commenced on the first of May. General Crook, who had the immediate
command of the Kanawha expedition, divided his forces into two columns, giving
one, composed of cavalry, to General Averill. They crossed the mountains by
separate routes. Averill struck the Tennessee and Virginia railroad, near
Wytheville, on the 10th, and proceeding to New river and Christiansburg, de-
stroyed the road, several important bridges and depots, including New river
bridge, forming & junction with Crook at Union on the 15th. General Sigel
moved up the Shenandoah valley, met the enemy at New Market on the 15th,
and, after a severe engagement, was defeated with heavy loss, and retired behind
Cedar creek.  Not regarding the operations of General Sigel as satisfactory, 1
asked his removal from command, and Major General Hunter was nppr!iuu-;l to
supersede him. His instructions were embraced in the following despatches to
Major General H. W. Halleck, chief of staff of the army :

‘Near SPoTTsYLVANIA CourRT Housk, VA., Mgy 20, 1364,

. . . . . . . . .

my are evidently relying for supplies greatly on such as are bronght over the

nning through Staunton. On the whole, therefore, I think it would be better

‘ : ] tér to move m that direction ; reach Staunton and Gordonsville or Charlottes-

ville, if he does not meet too much oppositi If he can hold at bay a force equal to his
own, be will be doing good service, " " ¢

“Il. 8 GR i b -
 Major Genéral H. W, HALLBCK.” U. 8. GRANT, Licutenant General,
“Jericno Forp, VA., May 25, 1864.
“1f Hunler ean possibly get to Charlottesville and Lyuchburg, he should do so, living on
the conntry. The milroads and ecanal should be destroyed beyond possibility of '!.-I-nir: for
woeks. Completing this, he could find his way back ‘to his original base, or from about
Gordonsville join this army. ; 3 v

. “U. 8. GRANT, Li g
“Major General H. W. HaLLeck.” ; s, TOMRREEC Gty

General Hunter immediately took up the offensive, and moving up the She-
nandoah valley, met the enemy on the 5th of June at Piedmont, and after n
battle of ten hours routed and defeated him, eapturing on the field of battle
1,500 men, 3 pieces of artillery, and 300 stand of small-arms. On the h't'h ut"
the same month he formed a junction with Crook and Averill at Staunton
from which place he moved direct on Lynchburg, via Lexington “‘Ili(‘il alac'
he reached and invested on the 16th l]n\‘.uf June, Y . a0

Up to this time he was ve
successful, and but for the difficulty of : 4

aking with him sufficie
stores over 8o long a march, through a hostile country, he wm]lt:ti]Lr:wn(tlu::‘l.)(:.“]?::g
c.\{;tlln-al that (to the enemy,) important point. Thedestruction of the enemy’s
l?lp]lhl‘.‘l and manufactories was very great. To meet this movement under
(tl'!ll‘flll Hunter, General Lee sent a force, perhaps equal to a corps, a part of
which reached Lynchburg a short time before Hunter.  After some ;l’-airn!i‘f-hin
on the ]?:'h n.m.l 18th, General Hunter, owing to a want of m:mmnillirm :0‘ ivi
liﬂ}til‘_. retired from before the place. Unfortunately, this want of ;mmmuﬁinn
left him no choice of route for his return but by way of Kanawha. This lost
to us the use of his troops for several wecks from the rlrl'rm-v of 1i:cl'- nrm]h. i
ll(ul (_h-m-mll Hunter moved by way of Charlottesville, instead of I nxin;rtnn
as his instructjons contemplated, he would have been in a pn-‘itinl‘l to Tn\'(;
covered the Shenandoah valley against the enemy, should the force he met h;w
seemed to endanger it. If it did not, he would have been within easy distanee

of the James river canal, on the main line of communication between Lyneh-

burg and the force sent for its defence. I have never taken exception to the

E!wm;mns of -(-'{-m-ml Hunter, and I am not now disposed to find fault with
um, for 1 have no doubt he acted within what he conceived to be the gpirit of
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&5 instructions and the interests of the service. The promptitude of his move-
ments and his gallantry should entitle him to the commendation of his eountry.

'I'o return to the army of the Potomac : The 2d corps commenced crossing
the James river on the morning of the 14th by ferry-boats at Wileox’s landing.
The laying of the pontoon bridge was completed about midnight of the 14th,
and the crossing of the remainder of the army was rapidly pushed forward by
both bridge and ferry.

After the crossing had commenced, I proceeded by a steamer to Bermuda
Hundred to give the necessary orders for the immediate capture of Petersburg.

The instructions to General Butler were verbal, and were for him to send
General Smith immediately, that night, with all the troops he could give him
without sacrificing the position he then held. I told him that I would return at
once to the army of the Potomac, hasten its crossing, and throw it forward to
Petersburg by divisions as rapidly as it could be done : that we could re-enforce
our armes more rapidly there than the enemy could bring troops against us.
General Smith got off as directed, and confronted the enemy’s pickets near
Petersburg before daylight next morning, but for some reason, that I have
never began able to satisfactorily understand, did not get ready to assault his
main lines until near sundown. Then, with a part of his command only, he
made the assaunlt, and carried the lines northeast of Petersburg from the Appo-
mattox river, for a distance of over two and a half miles, capturing fifteen pieces
of artillery and three hundred prisoners. This was about 7 p. m. Between
the line thus captured and Petersburg there were no other works, and there
was no evidence that the enemy had re-enforced Petersburg with a single brigade
from any source. The night was clear—the mn.mr-hi:linj_'lvrigl:tl_\'—-—:uld favor-
able to further operations. General Hancock, with two divigions of the 2d
corps, reached General Smith just after dark, and offered the service of these
troops as he (Smith) might wish, waiving rank to thenamed commander, who he
naturally supposed knew best the position of affairs, and what to do with the
troops. But instead of taking these troops, and pushing at once into Peters-
burg, he requested General Hancock to relieve a part of his line in the captured
works, which was done before midnight.

By the time I arrived the next morning the enemy was in foree. * An attack
was ordered to be made at 6 o'clock that evening by the troops under Smith
and the 2d and 9th corps. It required until that time for the 9th corps to get
up and into position. The attack was made as ordered, and the fighting con-
tinued with but little intermission until 6 o’clock the next morning, and resulted
in our carrying the advance and gome of the main works of the enemy to the
right (our left) of those previously captured by General Smith, several pieces
of artillery, and over four hundred prisoners.

The 5th torps having got up, the attacks were renewed and persisted in with
great vigor on the 17th and 15th, but only resulted in forcing the enemy to an
interior line from which he could not be dislodged. The advantages in position
gained by us were very great. The army then proceeded to envelop Peters-
burg toward the Southside railroad, as far as pos ible, without attacking forti-
fications.

On the 6th the enemy, to re-enforce Petersburg, withdrew from a part of his
intrenchment in front of Bermuda Hundred, expecting no doubt to get troops
from north of the James to take the place of ghose withdrawn before we eould
discover it. General Butler, taking advantage of this, at once moved a force
on the railroad between Petersburg and Richmond. As soon as I was apprised
of the advantage thus gained, to retain it I ordered two divisions of the 6th
corps, General Wright commanding, that were embarking at Wileox's landing,
under orders for City Point, to report to General Butler, at Bermuda Hundred,
of which General Butler was notified, and the importauce of holding a posiiinn
in advance of his present line urged upon him.
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About 2 o’clock in the afternoon General Butler was forced back to the line
the enemy bad withdrawn from in the moming. General Wright, with his two
divisions, joined General Butler on the forendon of the 17th, the latter still
holding with a strong picket line the enemy’s works. DBut instead of putting
these divisions into the enemy’s works to held them, he permitted them to halt
and rest some distance in the rear of his own line. Between 4 and 5 o'clock in
the afternoon the enemy attacked and drove in his pickets and reoccupied his
old line. [

On the night of the 20th and morning of the 21st a lodgment was effected
by General Butler, with one brigade' of infautry, on the north bank of the
James, at Decp Bottom, and connected the pontoon bridge with Bermuda
Hundred.

On the 19th General Sheridan; on his return from his expedition against the
Virginia Central railroad, arrived at the White House just as the encmy’s cav-
alry was about to attack it, and compelled it to retire. The result of this expe-
dition was, that General Shetidan met the enemy’s cavalry near Trevillian
Station on the moming of the 11th of June, whom he attacked; and after an ob-
stinate contest drove from the field in complete rout. He left hig dead and
nearly all his wounded in our hands, and about four hundred prisoners and
several hundred horses. On the 12th he destroyed the railroad from Trevillian
Station to Louisa Court House. This (r(‘l'llpil'ti‘ until 3

‘ _ } o'clock p. m., when he
advanced in the direction of Gordonsville. He found the enemy re-enforced by

infantry, behind well-constructed rifle-pits, about five miles from the latter

lace, and too strong to .‘-lll'('l'.‘-’.‘hl“}' assault. On the extreme right, however,

1is reserve brigade carried the enemy’s works twice, and was twice driven there-
from by infantry. Night closed the contest. Not having sufficient ammunition
to continue the engagement, and his animals being without forage, (the country
furnishing but inferior grazing.) and hearing nothing from General Hunter, he
withdrew his command to the north gide of the North Anuna, and commenced his
return march, reaching White House at the time before stated.  After breaking
up the depot at that place he moved to the James river, which he reached safely
after heavy fighting. He commenced crossing on the 25th, near Fort Pow-
hatan, without further molestation, and rejoined the army of the Potomac.

On the 22d General Wilson, with his own division of cavalry of the army of
the Potomac, and General Kantz's division of cavalry of the army of the
James, moved against the enemy’s railroads south of Richmond. Striking the
Weldon railroad at Ream's Station, destroying the depot and several miles of
the road and the Southside road about fifteen miles from Petersburg, to near
Nottow ay Station, where he met and defeated a foree of the vm'm\': cavalry
he reached Burksville Station on the afternoon of ‘the 23d. and from I]w'rll-
dnj—fr--_\r-l the ll.u_n'lilo- railroad to Roanoke bridge, a distance of twenty-five
miles, where he found the enemy in force, and in a pogition from which he
could not dislodge him. He then commenced his return march, and on the
2Sth met the enemy’s cavalry in force at the Weldon railroad crossing of Stonv
1;ru-lc. \\'Ill re he had a severe but not decisive engagement. Thence he made &
detour from, his left, with a view of reaching Ream's Station, (supposing it to
be in our posscssion.) At this place he was met by the enemy's ®avalry, sup-
porte ] by infantry, and forced to retire, with the loss of his artillery and trains.
In this last encounter lhn-r:tl Kautz, with a part of his command, became
rl-i:flr:l:lil. and made his way into our lines, General Wilson, with the
.1-1:1.1'.1‘1w‘.«~r of his force, succeeded in crossing the Nottoway river and coming
in safely on our left and rear. The damage to the enemy in this crxpt-d::iufn
more than compensated for the losses we sustained. It severed all connexion
by railroad with Richmond for several weeks. ' -

With a view of cuiting the enemy’s railroad from near Richmond to the
Anna rivers and making him wary of the situation of his army in the Shenan-
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doah, and, in the event'of failure in this, to take advantage of his necessary
withdrawal of troops from Petersburg, to explode a mine that had been prepared
in front of the 9th corps and assault the enemy’s lines at that place, on the
night of the 26th of July the 2d corps and two divisions of the cavalry corps
and Kautz’s cavalry were crossed to the north bank of the James river and |
joined the force General Butler had there. On the 27th the enemy was driven
from his intrenched position, with the lcsa of four pieces of artillery. On the
28th our lines were extended from Deep Bottom to New Market road, but in
getting this position were attacked by the enemy in heavy force. The fighting
lasted for several* hours, resulting in considerable loss to both sides. The first
object of this move having failed, by reason of the very large force thrown
there by the enemy, I determined to take advantage of the diversion made, by .
assaulting Petersburg before he could get his force back there. One division of
the 2d corps was withdrawn on the night of the 28th, and moved during the
night to the rear of the 18th corps, to relieve k}mt corps in the line, that it
might be foot-loose in the assault to be made. "The other two divisions of the
2d corps and Sheridan’s cavalry were crossed over on_ the night of the 29th
and movedllin front of Petersburg. On the morping of the 30th, between four
and five o'clock, the mine was sprung, blowing up a battery and most of a
regiment, and the advance of the assaulting column, formed of the 9th corps,
immediately took possession of the crater made by the explosion, and the line
for some distance to the right and left of it, and a detached line in front of it,
but for some cause failed to advance promptly to the ridge beyond. Had they
done this, I have every reason to believe that Petersburg would have fallen.
Other troops were immediately pushed forward, but the time consumed in get-
ting them up enabled the enemy to rally from his surprise (which had been
crltn]lll-h') .l!ll‘ ‘P:ll forces to [ll]-‘ ]u:iTll for its dl'f\'tlt'l'. 'l‘h(‘ i.‘.'l]'lilll"l‘ll litl*' l}lll:!
held being nntenable, and of no advantage to us, the troops were withdrawn,
but not without heavy loss, . Thus terminated in disaster \\-[h.u promised to be
the most successful assault of the campaign.

Immediately upon the enemy’s ascertaining that General Hunter was retreat-
ing from Lynchburg by way of the Kanawhariver, thus laying the Shenandoah
valley open for raids into Maryland and Pennsylvania, he returned northward,
and moved down that valley. As soon as this movement of the enemy was as-
certained, General Hunter, who had reached the Kanawha river, was directed
to move his troops without delay, by river and railroad, to Harper's Ferry; but
owing to the difficulty of navigation by reason of low water and breaks in the
railroad, great delay was experienced in getting there. It became necessary,
therefore, to find other troops to check this movement of the enemy. For this
purpose the Gth corps was taken from the armies operating against Richmond,
to which was added the 19th corps, then fortunately beginning to arrive in
Hampton roads from the Gulf department, under orders issued immediately after
the ascertainment of the result of the Red River expedition. The garrisons of
Baltimore and Washington were at this time made up of heavy artillery regi-
ments, hundred-days men, and detachments from the invalid corps. One divi-
gion under command of General Ricketts, of the 6th corps, was sent to Baltimore,
and the rem#ining two divisions of the 6th corps, under General MWright, were
subsequently sent to Washington. On the 3d of July the enemy approached
Martinsburg ; General Sigel, who was in command of our forces there, retreated
across the Potomac at Shepardstown; and General Weber, commanding at
‘ll.lrp: r's Ferry, crossed the river and oceupied Maryland heights. On the 6th
the enemy occupiedl Hagerstown, moving a strong column towards Frederick
city. General Wallace with Ricketts’s division and his own command, the latter
mostly. new and undisciplined troops, pushed out from Baltimore with great
promptness, and met the enemy in forc2 on the Monocacy, near the crossing of
the railroad bridge. His force was not sufficient to insure success, but he fought

45 A
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the enemy nevertheless, and although it resulted in a defeat to our arms, yet it
detained the enemy and thereby served to enable General Wright to reach
Washington with two divisions of the 6th corps, and the advance of the 19th
corps, before him.  From Monocacy the enemy moved on Washington, his cavalry
advance reaching Rockville on the evening of the 10th. On the 12th a recon-
noissance was thrown ont in front of Fort Stevens, to ascertain the enemy’s posi-
tion and force. A severe skirmish ensued, in which we lost about 280 in killed
and wounded. The enemy’s loss was probably greater. He commencel re-
treating during the night. Learning the exact condition of affairs at Washing-
ton, 1 requested by telegraph, at 11.45 p. m. on the 12th, the assignment of
Major Geveral H. G. Wright to the command of all the troops that could be made
ayailable to operate in the field agaist the coemy, and directed that he should
get outside of the trenches with all the force he could, and push Early to the
_ last moment. General Wright commeniced the pursuit on the 13th; on the 18th
the enemy was overtaken at $nicker’s ferry, on the Shenandoah, when a sharp
skirmish occlirred; and on the 20th General Averill encountered and defeated
a portion of the rebel army at Winchester, capturing four pieces of artillery and
geveral hundred ]rr'irulll‘ﬁ. . 4

Learning that Early was retreating south towards Lynchburg or Richmond,
I directed that the 6th and 19th corps be got back to the armies operating against
Richmond, so that they might be used in a movement against Lee before the
return of the troops sent by him into the valley; and that Hunter should remain
?u the Shenandoah \'u”v_\'_ kc-n-;;ing between :1:1 v force of the enemy and Wash-
ington, acting on the defensive as much as possible. I felt that if the enemy
bad any notion of returning, the fact would be developed before the 6th and 19th
corps could leave Washington: Subsequently the 19th corps was excepted from
the order to return to the James. ; ;

About the 25th it beeame’evident that the enemy was again advanéing upon
Maryland "ml. ]":-‘nn.-'\']\-.-ni:n. and the 6th corps, then at Washington, was ordered
back to the vicinity of Harper's Ferry. The rebel foree moved down the valley,
and sent a faiding party into Pennsylvania, which on the 30th burned Cham-
'l""l'.-}llir;_" and then retreated, pursued by our cavalry, towards Cumberland.
I'hey werg, met and defeated by General Kelly, and with diminished numbers
escap d into the mountains of West Vieginia. From the time of the first raid
the tele lr:\]'h wires were frequently down between Washington and City Point,
making it necessary 1o transmit messages a part of the way by boat. It took
from twe Illt}'-I~'llr to thirty-six hours to get despatches lln':au"_"h and return an-
swers hack : 80 that often orders would be given, and then information would be
received -h-nwmf_f a different state of*facts from those on whigh-they were based,
mn;]:u a confusion and apparent contradiction of orders that must have consid-
Bk o s et ol Sy
this evil, it was evident to my mind that wlm- ‘ .!- "'“ ‘l “;‘l ""'_”' rhbimmer
command of all the forces in the de ‘.I .= ..h: .]";""\"‘ “ II‘T}'I ']].;‘II ’}‘Hl Ainigih,
Susquehavna and the middle de rrftnl":“:m-“ T]]. Flu- l."T U,'..’W]lli-l. oy

On the :31'. of August | n'("‘;r'rli.l" ’ 'I'l’l .| i;]ll i 1?“ w ””"“l‘“,"ﬂl'
General Halleck, chief of ot ff @ g o b # e,

, chi { staff, at Washington, with a view to

yﬁ-rsnu to Major
to the command of all the forces arainst Early

v i8 assignment
At this A P
concentrated in the neighborhood of Winchester, w ]n\l-:: l‘]::r 11.:!.1:.41!:;,,;.: (li,‘":‘r:
]Ilmte-r._ were concentrated on the Monocacy, at the crossing -~1" fl.w Ih:lrlmn;-v
“i“ Ohio m_:ir-':u‘.: leaving open to the enemy western Maryland and southera
Peunsylvania. From where I was, I hesitated to give pn'-'i:in- orders for the
movement '--!‘ our torces at Monocacy, lest by so ni-ui?lf: I should I'XI"\-‘:!' \\'JI*}I-.
ington.. I'herefore, on the 4th I left City Point to visit Hunter’s vnltnr;l.'md '1.1'1
determine for myself what was best to be done. On arrival there, and '1lla~r'(:0;\-
sultation with General Hunter, 1 issued to him the following in:‘t‘rllh’lh;n.i:
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“Moxocacy BrIDGE, Mbp.,
* August 5, 1864—S p. m.

“GENERAL: Concentrate all your available force without delay in the vicinity of Harper's
Ferry, leaving only such railroad guards and garrisons for public property as 3
sary. Use, in this concentrating, the railroads, if by loing time con be saved®
Harper’s Ferry, if it is found that the enemy this moved nos 1o Potomac in large force,
push north, following him and sttacking him wi [ lHow him if driven south of
the Potomae, as long as it is safe to do so. Ifit is ai emy has but a small
force north of the Potomae, then*push south with the main force, detaching under a com-
‘etent commander a sufficient foree to look after the raiders, and drive them to their homes.
LL detaching such a force, the brigade of cavalry now en route from Washington via Rock
ville may be taken into account,

“There are now on their way to join you three other brigades of the best cavalry, num-
bering, at | 5,000 men and horses. These%vill be instructed, in the absence of furth:
orders, to join you by the south side of the Potomac. OUne ade will probably start
morrow. In pushing up the Shenandoah valley, where it is expected you will have t
first or last. it is desirable that nothing should be left to invite the ememy to return. Take
all provisions, forage, and stock w anted for the use of, your command ; such as cannot be
consumed, destroy. It is not desirable that thesbuildings should be destroyed—they shon
rather be protec but the peo hould be informed that so long as an army ean subsist
among thegarecurrences of these raids must be expected, and we are determined to stop the:
at all Ln.maﬂ.

“ Bear in mind the objeet is to drive the enemy south, and to do this you want fo keep him
always in sight. Be guided in your coursé by course he takes. p

* Make your own arrangements for supplies of all kinds, giving regular vouchers for such
as may be taken from loyal citizens in the country t eh which you march,

‘1. 8. GRANT, Lientenant General.

** Major General D. HUXTER.” *

The troops were immediately put in motion, and the advance reached Hail-
town that night.

General Hunter having, in our conversation, expressed a willingness to be
relieved from command, I telegraphed to have General Sheridan, then at Wash-
ington, sent to Harper's Ferry by the morning train, with orders to take gene-
ral command of all the troops in the field, and . to call on General Hunter at
Monoecacy, who would turn over to him my letter of instructions. I remained
at Monocacy, until General Sheridan arrived, on -the morning of the 6th, and,
after a conference with him in relation to military affairs in that vicinity, I re-
turned to City Point by way of Washington.

On the 7th of August the middle department and the departments of Wi
\-i.";:il.}.l.'l, Washington, and Susquehanna were constituted into the * Middl
military division,” and Major General Sheridan was assigned to temporary
command of the same.

Two divisions of cavalry, commanded by Generals Torbert and Wilson, were

. . . - . IS - -
. sent to Sheridan from the army of the Potomac. I'he first reached him at

Harper’s Ferry about the 11th of August.

His operations during the month of August and_fhe fore part of September
were both of an offensive and defensive character, resulting in many severe
skirmishes, principally by the cavalry, in wh ch we were generally success’ul,
but no general engagement took place. The two armics lay in such a position
~—the enemy on the west bank of the Opequan creck covering Winchester,
and our forfes in front of Berrysville—that either could bring on a battle at |
any time. Defeat to us would lay open to the enemy the States of Maryland
and Pennsylvania for long distances before another army could be interposed
to cheek him. Under these circumstances, I hesitated about allowing the init
tive to be taken. Finally, the use of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad and
Chesapeake and-Ohio canal, which were both obstructed by the enemy, bec

so indispensably . o us, and the importance of relieving Pennsylvania
and Maryland from continuously threatened invasion so great, thet I det 1
fearir telegraph the order for an a

without koowing more than [ did of General Sheridan’s feelings as to what

the risk should be taken. B
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would be the probable result, I left City Point on the 15th of September to
visit him at his headquarters, to decide, after conference with him, what should
be done. 1 met him at Charleston, and he pointed out so distinetly how each
army lay; what he could do the moment he was authorized, and expressed such
confidence of success, that T saw there were but two words of iustructions
necessary—Go in!  For the convenience of forage, the teams for supplying the
army were kept at Harper’s Ferry. I asked him if he could get out his teams
and supplies in time to make an attack on the ensuing Tuesday morning. His
reply was, that he could before daylight on Monday. He was oft promptly to
time, and I may here add that the result was such that I have never since
deemed it necessary to visit General Sheridan before giving him orders.

Early on the morning of the 19th General Sheridan attacked General Early
at the crossing on the Opequan creck, and after a most sanguinary and bloody
battle, lasting until 5 o'clock in the evening, defeated him with heavy loss,
carrying his entire position from Opequan creck to Winchester, capturing several
thonsand prisoners and five pieces ofsartillery. The enemy rallied and made a
stand in a strong position at Fisher's Hill, where he was attacked and again de-
feated with heavy loss on the 20th. Sheridan. pursued him with #fat energy
throngh Harrisonburg, Staunton, and the gaps of the Blue Ridge. After strip-

iing the upper valley of most of the supplies and provisions for the rebel army,
¢ returned to Strasburg, and took position on the north side of Cedar creck.

Having reccived considerable re-enforcements, General Early again returned
to the valley, and on the 9th of October his cavalry encountered ours near
Strasburg, where the rebels were défeated with the loss of eleven pieces of artil-
lery and 350 prisoners. On the night of the 18th the enemy erossed the moun-
tains which separated the branches of the Shenandoah, forded the north fork,
and early on t{n- morning of the 19th, under cover of the darkness and the fog,
rllrllri!‘!‘a:llll] turned our left flank, and captured the batteries which enfiladed ugr
whole line. Our troops fell back with llw:u'y loss and in much confusion, but
were finally rallied between Middletown and Newtown. At this Jjuncture
(General Sheridan, who was at Winchester when the battle commenced, arrived
on the field, arranged his lines just in time to repwlse a heavy attack of the
enemy, and immediately assuming the offensive, he attacked in turn with great
vigor. The enemy was defeated with great slanghter and the loss of most. of

ohis artillery and trains and the trophies he had captured in the morning. The

wreck of his army escaped during the night, and fled in the direction of Staun-
ton and Lynchburg. Pursuit was made to Mount Jackson. Thus ended this,
the enemy’s last attempt to invade the north via the Shenandoah valley. T was
now enabled to return the 6th corps to the army of the Potgmac, and to send
one division from Sheridan’s army to the army of the James, and another to
Savannah, Georgia, to hold Sherman’s new :u"lluisitimw on the sea-coast, and
thus enable him to move without detaching from his force for that purpose.

Reports from various sourges led me to believe that the enemy had detached
three divisions from Petersburg to re-enforee Early in the Shenandoah valley.
I therefore sent the 2d corps and Gregg's division of cavalry, of the army
of the Potomac, and a force of General Butler's army, on the n-ighl of the 13th
of August, to threaten Richmond from the north side of the James. to prevent
him from sending troops away, and, if possible, to draw back those sent. In this
move wo {‘nptnr--ul six pieces of artillery and several hundred prisoners, detained
troops that were under marching orders, and ascertained that but one division,
(Kershaw's) of the three reputed detached, had gone.

The enemy having withdrawn heavily from Petersburg to resist this move-
me :n. the 5th corps, General Warren commanding, was moved out on the 18th
nd t 1. possession of the Weldon railroad. During the day he had consid-

: I'o regain possession of the road, the enetny made repeated

and desperate "assaults, but was each time repulsed with great loss, On the
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night of the 20th the troops on the nurth side of the James were withdrawn,

and Hancock and Gregg returned to the front of Petersburg.” On the 25th the

2d corps and Gregg's division of cavalry, while at Ream’s Station destroying
the railroad, were attacked, and after desperate fighting, a past of our li.e gave
way, and five picces of artillery fell into the hands of the enemy. _

By the 12th of September a branch railroad was completed from the City
Point and Pctersburg railroad to the Weldon railroad, enabling us to supply,
without dificulty, in all weather, the army in front of Petersburg.

The extension of ourlines across the Weldon railroad compelled the enemy
to =0 extend his that it seemed he could have but few troops north of the
James for the defence of Richmond.  On the night of the 28th the 10th corps,
Major General Bimney, and the 18th corps, Major General Ord commanding, of
General Bulter’s army, were croszed to the north side of the James, and ad-
vanced on the morning of the 29th, carrying the very stroyg fﬂrtiﬁ(ﬁl'(iul‘._r‘rn‘.ill
intrenchments below Chapin’s farm, known as Fort Harrison, capturing hiteen
pieces of artillery and the New Market road and intrenchments. This success
was followed up by a gallant assault upon Fort Gillmore, immediately in front
of the (_'lg;pin farm fortifications, in which we were Tl']lu]:-['ll \\'il!} heavy loss.
Kautz's cavalry was pushed forward on the road to the right of this, support: d
by infantry, and reached the cnemy’s inner line, but was funable to get further.
The pnsili-nn captured from the enemy was so threatening to ]{irhm--ml’i]::n [
determined to hold it. The enemy made several desperate attempts to dislodge
us, all of which were unsuccessful, and for which he paid dearly. On the
morning of the 30th General Meade sent ot a reconnoissance, with a view to
attacking the enemy's line if it wag found sufficiently weakened by withdrawal
of troops to the porth side. In this reconnoissance we captured and he !nl the
enemy's works near Poplar Spring church. In the afternoon troops moving to
get to the left of the point gained were attacked by the enemy in heavy force,
and compelled to fall back until supported by the forces holding the captured
works. Our cavalry under Gregg was also attacked, but repulsed the enemy
with great loss. 4

On the 7th of October the enemy attacked Kautz's eavalry north of the
James, and dréve it back’ with heavy loss in killed, wounded and prisoners, and
the loss of all the artillery—eight or nine picces. This he followed up by an
attack on our intrenched infantry line, but was repulsed with severe slanghier.
On the 13th a reconnoissance was sent out by General Butler, with a view to
drive the enemy from some new works he was constructing, which resulted in
very heavy loss to us.

On the 27th the army of the Potomac, leaving only sufficient men to hold its
fortified line, moved by the enemy’s right flank. The 2d corps, followed by twn
divisions of the 5th corps, with the cavalry in advance and covering our left
flank, foreed a passage of Hatcher’s run, and moved up the south side of it
towards the South Side railroad, until the 2d corps and part of the cavalry
reached the Boydton plank road, where it crosses Hatcher's run. At this point
wo were six miles distant from the South Side railroad, which I had hoped by
this movement to reach and hold. But finding that we had not reached the
end of the enemy’s fortifications, and no place presenting itself for a successful
assault by which he might be doubled up and shortened, I determined to with-
draw to within our fortified line. Orders were given accordingly. Immediately
upon receiving a report that General Warren had r-nnu(‘-(-snl with General
Hancock, I returned to my headquarters. Soon after I left, the enemy moved
out across Hatcher's run, in the gap between Generals Hancock and W arren,
which was not closed as reported, and made a desperate attack on General
Hancock’s right and rear. General Hancock immediately faced his corps to
meet it, and after a bloody combat drove the enemy within his works, and with-
drew that night to his old position. '
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