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In support of this movement General Butler made a‘demonstration on the
north side of the James, and attacked the enemy on the Williamsburg road,
and also on the York River railroad. In the former he was unsuccessful; in
the latter he succeeded in carrying a work which was afterwards abandoned,
and his forces withdrawn to their former positions.

l-k'r«m this time forward the operations in front of Petersburg and Richmond,
until the spring campaign of 1865, were confined to the defence and exten-
-sion of our lines, and to offensive movements for erippling the enemy’s lines of
communication, and to prevent his detaching any considerable force to send
south. By the 7ih of February our lines were extended to Hatcher’s run, and
the Weldon railroad had been 11.«&”0}'--(1 to Hicksford.

General Sherman moved from Chattanooga®n the 6th of May, with the armies
of the Cumberland, Tennessee, and Ohio, commanded, n-::pt-cti'\‘rl\'. by Generals
I'homas, McPherson, and Schofield, upon Johnston's army at Dalton: but finding
the enemy s positions at Buzzard Roost, covering Dalton, too strong to be n.-‘:a:mlu-lf,
!5_-14-:;11 McPherson was gent through Snake Gap to turn it, whilst Generals
Phomas and’ Schofield threatened it in frout and on the north. This movement
was ﬂ‘uccm-'.ﬂi'nl. Johnston, finding his retreat likely to be cut off, fell back to his
fortified position at Resaca, where he was attacked on the afternoon of May 15th.
A heavy battle ensuéd. During the night the -enemy retreated south. Late
on the 17th his rear gnard was overtaken near Adairsville, and heavy skir-
mishing followed. The next morning, however, he had again t]i.-'.‘l[:lil':l.'t'l:fl. He
was v ;_mr-\u-_l_\' pursned and was overtaken at Cassville on the 19th, but, dur-
ing the ensuing night, retreated acfoss the Etowah, Whilst these operations
were going on, General Jefferson C. Davig’s division of Thomas’s army was
sent to Rome, capturing it with its forts and artillery and its valuable milis and
foundries. General Sherman haviog given his army a few days’ rest at this
; again put it in motion on the 23d for Dallas, with a view of turning the

.!:'“l('u‘.ul paes at Allatoona. On the afternoon of the. 25th the advance, 1?11(]!'1'
s s is e e firis i o
The most important was 1.11I the “""\Ih -“‘.hl']:l '{;"“"l.“t“'r"' '."_”.1"1‘"1 m‘ L P
Phergon at Dallas, but received :1 1--rlli.|.1|- 'uului.n!l:"i"-‘} -J?Tlu ted (Gepors., B9
On the 4th of June Johnston aband A . "-J e R o io N
Hope church and l"('ll':'.’l.'lr'rl :-[-] |]|-]-] F':r:":‘l“"“”' d ‘]“F “'_“‘}‘{“Ch'“l I“'-‘]!“"“ %
e e PR lh‘,._,"]‘lnt;.-;llltwtll.-lni 1!11!"‘:‘:“\'.} ine, and Lost
sis army on Kenesaw, where, on the 27th ( -I“]““.'{I‘lp "L'"'j* o "“"‘-")""""”‘-"
made n determined but un‘-u;'w-:--lnll '1‘:-6-1“;! “:1; mlﬂ' 'I:',I”M‘-' " ‘.’“cl 1_1"1‘&““1
Sherman commenced moving ]|i:a‘:1:'m;' .hlv :l;v ri :II : :i '“ﬁ- . “]‘ e 2808 Jl‘llj'
of the 3d found that the enemy, in conse: ‘lll'll u‘ :'f T[‘l‘ . ‘l"" PR dhe BoTHE
11--1!1-(] ]ii-tlvi;lw .'lllll 11'11‘1':114‘11 :-|,crn~'-& l}]n: |'Il t'l(‘ li - ']!-“h i hml a}mu-
(General Sherman remained on the Chs 1 it < B i
get up stores until the 17th of T M.m‘hmwh.w o give his Tmen Test and
] ‘ 7th of July, when he resumed his operations, crossed
the Chattahoochie, destroved«a large portic f tl ailr PR IR
drove the enemy back to Atl: 28 ,I g . r::llm:ul 0 ATgnaA and
: yl Atlanta. At this place General Hood succeeded
General Johnston in command of the rebel : 4 1 i iv
defensive policy, made several “"th-.‘u( .k.lrm_\. ﬂ:l assuming the .ni:r{_‘_ll.-'h-g‘.
o s b pacmr g sovere.: 'm. 8 upon § herman in the vicinity of
e W perate and determined of which was on the 22d of July.
: g e 1]"‘:“[::1‘-‘7'-‘1 i'h-‘:-»‘;l:l} ]t'l:.':‘-.l,r?“:'. ;_‘f(.‘_'n”‘l,ﬁl“ld' and noble-hearted McPher-
_— Logan ucceeded him, and commanded the army of
e I'ennessee through this desperate battle, and until he was s ]
Major General Howard o BRI god l)}'

1, on the 26th, with the same s : ili
it How X same guccess and ability that hs
characterized him in the command of a corps or division ] ¥

al o okea & e g
In all these attacks the enemy was repulsed with great loss

. B SMACES. & ‘ ! Finding it im-
E“'“‘Im];; it“",““‘r' Iy invest 113:‘ place, General Sherman, after securing his line of
: lications across the Chattabhoochie, moved his main force round by the
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enemy s left flank upnn. the Montgomery and Macon roads, to draw the enemy
from his fortifications. In this he succeeded, and, after defeating the enemy
near Rough and Ready, Jonesboro’, and Lovejoy's, forcing him to retreat to
the south, on the 2d of September oecupicd Atlanta, the objective point of his
campaign. .

About the time of this move the rebel cavalry, under Wheeler, attempted tc
cut his communiecations in the rear, but was repulsed at Dalton and driven into
Fast Tennessee, whenee it proceeded west to McMinnville, Murfreesboro’, and
Franklin, and was finally driven south of the Tennessee. The damage done
by this raid was repaired in a few days.

During the partial investment of Atlanta, General Rousseau joined General
Sherman with a force of cavalry from Decatur, having made a successful raid
upon the Atlanta and Montgomery railroad, and its branches near Opelika.
Cavalry raids were also made by Generals McCook, Garrard and Stoneman
to cut the remaining railroad commuuication with Atlanta. The first two were
suceessful—the latter disastrous.

General Sherman’s movement from Chattanooga to Atlanta was prompt,
gkilful and brilliant. The history of his flank movements and battles during
that memorable campaign will ever be read with an interest unsurpassed by
anything in history. :

His own report, and those of his subordinate commanders accompanying it,
give the details of that most successful campaign. i

He was dependent for the supply, of his armies upon a single-track railroad
from Nashville to the point where he was operating. This passed the entire
distance through a hostile country, and every foot of it had to be protected by
troops. 'The cavalry force of the enemy under Forrest, in northern Mississippi,
was evidently waiting for Sherman to advance far encugh into the mountains of
Georgia to make a retreat disastrous, to get upon his line and destroy it beyond
the possibility of further use. o guard against this danger Sherman left what
he suppozed to be a sufficient force to operate Against Forrest in West Tennes-
gee.  He directed General Washburn, who coppmanded there, to send Brigadier
General 8. D. Stargis in command of this force to attack him. Un the morn-
ing of the 10th of June General Sturgis met the enemy near Guntown, Mis-
gissippi, was badly beaten, and driven back in utter rout and confusion to
Memphis, a distance of about one hundred miles, hotly pursued by the enemy.
By this, however, the enemy was defeated in his designs upon Sherman’s line of
communications. The persistency w th which he followed up this success
exhansted him, and made a scason for rest and repairs necessary. In the
mean time Major General A. J. Smith, with the troops of the army of the
Tennesgee that had been sent by Geheral Sherman to General Banks, arrived
at Memphis on their return from Red river, where they had done most excel-
lent service. He was directed by General Sherman to immediately take the
offensive agaihst Forrest. This he did with the promptness and effect which

has characterized his whole military career. On the 14th of July he met the

enemy at Tupelo, Mississippi, and whipped him badly. The fighting continued
through three days. Our loss was small compared with that of the enemy.
Having accomplished the object of bhis expedition, General Smith returned to
Memphis. £

During the months of March and April this same force under Forrest annoyed
a8 considerably. On the 24th of Mareh it captured Union City, Kentucky,
and its ,’_"-'.'.'I::--r‘s-'l. and on the 24th attacked Paducah, commanded by Colonel 8.
G. Hicks, 40th 1llinois volunteers. CUolonel H., having but a small force,
withdrew to the forts near the river, from where he repulsed the enemy and
drove him from the place.

On the 13th of April, part of this force, under the rebel General Buford
snmmoned the garrison of Columbus, K utucky, to surrender, but received for
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reply from Colonel Lawrence, 34th New Jersey volunteers, that, being placed
there by his government with adequate force to hold his post and repel all
enemies from it, surrender was out of the question.

On the morning of the stame day Forrest attacked Fort Pillow, Tennessee,
garrisoned by a detachment'of Tennessee cavalry*and the 1st regiment Ala-
bama colored troops, commanded by Major Booth. The garrison fought bravely
ulitil about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, when the enemy carried the works by
assault ; and, after. our men threw down their arms, proceeded to an inhuman
and merciless massucre of the garrison. :

On the 14th, General Baford, having failed at Columbus, appeared before
Padueah, but was again driven off.

Guerillas and raiders, scemingly emboldened by Forrest’s operations, were
also very active in Kentucky. The most noted of these was Morgan. Witha
force of from two to three thousand cavalry he entered the Statg through Pound
Gap in the latter part of May. On the 11th of June he attacked and captured
Cynthiana, with its entire garrison. On'the 12th he was overtaken by General
Burbridge, and completely routcd with heavy loss, and was finally driven out
of the State, This notorions guarilla was afterwards surprised and killed near
Greenville, Tenuncssce, and his command captured and dispersed by General
Gillem. ;

In the absence of ofiicial reports at the commencement of the Red River
expedition, except so far as relates to the movemints of the troops sent by
General Sherman under A. J. Smith, I am unable to give the datesof its start-
ing. The troops under General Swith, comprising two divisions of the 16th and
a detachment of the 17th army corps, léft Vicksburg on the 10th of Marchi
and reached the designated point on Red river one day earlier -than that
appointed by General Banks. The rebel forces at Fort De Russev, thinking
to defeat him, left the fort on the 14th 1o give him battle in the nprh.tin"ll : bat,

while occupying the enemy with skirmishing and demonstrations, Smith pushed
forward to Fort De Russey, whicl had been left witha weak garrison, and captured
it with its garrison—about 350 men, 11 pieces of artillery, and many small-arms.

Our loss was but slight. On the 15th he pushed forward to Alexandria,
which place he reached on the 18th. On the 21st he had an engagement with
the enemy at Henderson Hill, in which he defeated him, capturing 210 prisoners
and 4 pieces of artillery. '

On the 28th he again attacked and defeated the enemy under the rebel General
Taylor at Cane river. By the 26th General Banks had assembled his whole
army at Alexandria and pushed forward to Grand Ecore. On the morming of
April 6 he moved from Grand Ecore. Ou the afternoon of the 7th his advance
engaged the enemy near Pleasant Hill and drove him from the field. On the
same afternoon the enemy made a stand cight miles beyond Pleasant Hill, but
was again compelled to retreat. On the Sth, at Sabine Cross-roads and Peachi
Hill, the enemy attacked and defeated his advance, capturing ninéteen pieces of

*artillery and an immense amount of transportation and storés. During the night
General Banks fell back to Pleasant Hill, where another battle \\':lzl'-i‘nyllglulF011
the 9th, and the enemy repulsed with great loss. During the night General
Banks continued his retrograde movement to Grand Ecore, and thence to Alex-
.:nm]rin. which he reached on the 27ih of April. Hege a serious difficulty arose
in getting Admiral Porter’s ficet, which accompanied the expedition, over the
rapids, the water having fallen 8o much since they passed up as to prevent their
return. At the suggestion of Colonel (now Brigadier General) Bailey, and under
his superintendence, wing-dams were constructed, by which the channel was
contracted so that the fleet passed down the rapids in safeiy.

I'he army evacuated Alexandria on the 14th of May, after considerable skir-
mishing with the encmy's advanee, and reached Mm';.::mzi

! a and Point Coupée
near the end of the month.

1he disastrous termination of this expedition, and
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the lateness of the season rendered impracticable the carrying out of my plans
of a movement in force sufficient to insure the capture of Mobile.

On the 23d of March Major General Steele left Little Rock with the 7th
army corps to co-operate with General Banks's expedition on Red river, and
reached Arkadelphia on the 28th. On the 16th of April, after driving the enemy
before him, he was joined near Elkin’s ferry, in Washita county, by General
Thayer, who had marched from Fort Smith. After several severe skirmizhes,
in which the enemy was defeated, General Steele reached.Camden, which he
occupied about the middle of April. D

On learning the defeat and consequent retreat of General Banks on Red river,
and the loss of one of his own trains at Mark's mill, in Dallas county, General
Steele determined to fall back to the Arkansas river. He left Camden on the
26th of April, and reached Little Rock on the 2d of May. On the 30th of April
the enemy attacked him while crossing Saline river at Jenkins's ferry,but was
repulsed ‘with considerable loss. Our loss was about 600 in killed, wounded,

. and prisoners.

Major General Oanby, who had been assigned to the command of the “mili-
tary division of west Mississippi,”” was therefore directed to zend the 19th
army corps to join the armies operating against Richmond, and to limit the re-
mainder of hig command to such operations as might be necessary to hold the
positions and lines of communications he then occupied.

Before starting General A. J. Smith’s troops back to Sherman, ( teneral Canby
sent a part ef it to disperse a force,of the enemy that was collecting near the
Migsissippi river. General Smith met and defeated this force near Lake Chicot
on the 5ih of June. Our loss was about 40 killed and 70 wounded.

Iu the latter part of July General Canby sent Major General Gordon Granger,
with such forces as he could colleet, to eq-operate with Admiral Furragut against
the defences of Mobile bay. On the 8th of August Fort Gaines surrendered 1o
the combined naval and land forces. Fort Powell was blown up and abandoned.

On the 9th Fort Morgan was invested, and afier a gevere bombardment sur-
rendered on the 23d. The total capturés amounted to 1,464 prisoners and 104
pieces of artillery.

About the last of August, it being reported that the rebel General Price, with
a force of about 10,000 men, had reached Jacksonport, on his way to invade
Missouri, General A. J. Smitk’s command, then en route from Memphis to join
Sherman, was ordered to Missouri. A cavalry foree was also, at the same time,
sent from Memphis, under command of Colonel Winslow. This m wde General
Rosecrans's forces superior to those of Price, and no doubt was entertained he
would be able to check Price and drivg him back, while the forces under General
Steele, in Arkansas, would cut off Lis retreat. On the 26th day of September
Price attacked Pilot Knob and forced the garrison to retreat, and thence moved
north to the Missouri river, and continued up that river towards Kansas. General
Curtis. commanding department of Kansas, immediately collected such forees as
he could to repel the invasion of Kansas, while General Rosecrans’s cavalry was
operating in his rear.

The enemy was brought to battle on the Big Blue and defeated, with the loss
of nearly all his artillery and traius and a large number of prisoners, He made
a precipitate retreat to northern Arkansas, The impunity with which Price
was enabled to roam over the State of Missouri for a long time, and the incal-
culable mischief done by him, shows to how little purpose a superior farce may
be used. There is no reason why General Rosecrans should not have concen-
trated his forces and beaten and driven Price before the latter reached Pilot
Knob.

September 20 the enemy’s cavalry, under Forrest, crossed the Tennessee
near Waterloo, Alabama, and on the 23d attacked the garrison at Athens, con-
gisting of six hundred men, which eapitulated on the 24th. Soon after the




682 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

surrender, two regiments of re-enforcements arrived, and atter a severe fiznt were
compelled to surrender. Forrest destroyed the railroad westward, captured the
garrison at Sulphur Branch trestle, skirmished with the garrison at Pulaski on
the 27ih, and on the same day cut the Nashrville and Chattanooga railroad near
Tullahoma and Dechard. On the morning of the 30th one column of Forrest's
command, under Buford, appeared before Huntsville, and summoned the sur-
render of the garrison. Receiving.an answer in the negative, he remained in
the vicinity of the place until next morning, when he again summoned its sur-
render, and received the same reply as on the night before. He withdrew in
the direetion of Athens, which place had been regarrisoned, and attacked it on
the afiernoon of the lst of Oectober, but without success. On the morning of
the 2d he renewed Lijs attack, but was handsomely repulsed.

Another column under Forrest appeared before Colambia on the morning of
the 1st,sbut did not make an u:t:wL. On the morning of the 3d he moved
towards Mount Pleasant. 'While these operations were going on every exertion
was made by General Thomas to destroy the forces under Forrest before he
oould recrogs the Tennessee, but was unable to prevent his escape to Corinth,
}[i“."i.‘riplli.

In September an expedition under General Burbridge was sent to destroy
the salt-works at Saltville, Virginia. He met the enemy on the 2d of October,
about three miles and a half from Saltville, and drove him into his strongly
intrenched position around the salt-works, from which he was unable to dis-
lodge "him. During the night he withdrew his command and’ returned to
Kentucky.

General Sherman, immediately after the fall of Atlanta, put his armies in
camp in and about the place, ‘and thade all preparations for refitting and
supplying them for future service. The great length of road from Atlanta to
the Cumberland river, however, which had to be guarded, allowed the troops but
little rest.

During this time Jefferson Davis made a gpeech in Macon, Georgia, which
was reported in the papers of the south, and soon became known to the whole
country, disclosing the plans of the enemy, thus enabling General Sherman to
fully meet them. He exhibited the weakness of supposing that an army that
had been beaten and fearfully decimated in a vain attempt at the defensive
could successfolly undertake the offensive against the army that had so often
defeated it. s

In execution of this plan, Hood, with his army, was soon reported to the
southwest of Atlanta. Moving far to Sherman’s right, he succeeded in reaching
the railroad about Big Shanty, and moved north on it.

(h-n‘--r.nl She rman leaving a force to hold Atlanta, with the remainder of his
army fell upon him and drove him to Gadsden, Alabama. Sceing the constant
annoyance he would have with the roads to his rear if we attempted to hold
Atlanta, General Sherman proposed the abandonment and destruction of that

place, with all the railroads leading to it, and telegraphed me as follows:

“ CENTREVILLE, GA., October 10—noon.
" & I‘l’“]*-ltl‘h about Wilson Just received. Hood is now er ng Coosa river, 12 miles below
.l-rrw._}»..u:.:l west. Ifh passes over the Mobile and Ohio road, had 1 not better execute the
plan of my le ent by Colonel Porter, an * General Thomas, with the troops now in

. to defemld ‘:! te He will have an ample force when the re-enfurcements
wh Nashville

ot x E . “W. T. SHERMAN, Major Gemeral.
‘Lient. Gen. GRAST.”

For a full understanding of the plan referred to in this despatch, I quote from
".I will therefore give my opinion, that your
Yy 8 should be re-caforced to the maximum ; that, after you get
u strike for Savaunah and the river; that Canby be instructed

er sent by Colonel Porter -

*'s should be

o
o
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jssissippi ri s I e eet Colum"ns, Georgia, either
to hold the Mississippi river, and send a force to ‘,...Ll C‘ lnm! ul .kﬂ 0 1_"[11“11 ;t.m,
by the way of the Alabama or the Appalachicola, and that eep L€

ler for a march on Augusta, Columbia, and

oved and put my army in final ord :
e : ; : n iz sealed as to commerce, and

Oharleston, to be ready as soon as W ﬂ.mn:;;tu’ 8 : BeToR, A0S

the city of Savannah is in our possession.’ T'his was in reply to ]:\ l-.h_rl”:\
f ey 2,1 rer to a despatch of his containing substantially

mine of date September 12, in answertoa d‘c. patch of 111 containing : stan o

the same proposition, and in which I informed him of a proposed movement

against Wilmington, and of the situation in Virginia, &e.

ag

« Orry PoisT, VA, October 11, 1864—11 a. m.
¢ Ocfober 10 received, Does it not look as if Hood was going h: a.'j:rm‘.*t
nnessee, using the Mobile and Ohio and Memphis ““'.‘ ( .::u;n--l-:n:
on the Tenmessee river, about E-";nr--m_-‘_--r Decatur 7 If hy '.]'lv." I.hh
1 from getting north of the Tennessee river. If _\u1.1 \\--n:
but would be bushwhacked by
1d such road guard still left at home. Hood would
'-u-. lr Nash thinking that by goin he e 1 inflict greater damag
o e rebels by south, If there is any way of getling
at : but I musttrust to your own judgment. IfindIs
, here. to act with you on Savannah. Your movements
at least until the f Richmond takes place. 1
road 88 he has to protect, conld not prevent Hood fr
.. with all your cavalry, you will find the rebels put

the invasion of
rpads to supply )
1“‘ ought to be met and preventes -
‘ olicve vou would meet Hood's army,
y o

upon us than we

H y 1w

wdependent of mine
ufraid Thomas, with suc h lines of
going north. © With Wilson turned loose,
wuch more on the defensive than heretofore. g oy g g
“ Maj. Gen. W. T. SHERMAN."
: “RiNGsTON, GA., October 11—11 n. m.

jon scross by Dallas and Cedartown, and is
-I\-\ on my road at Acworth, aud
and have strong detachments
small army. We cannol

1d cavalry he has, he can
.ty ' : ] ifinit ke s wreck of the roud and of
A~ \, ineli - r send back all my wounded
y Georgla, smashing thing o the
[ believe he will be forced to follow

tead of guessing

Imetto Stat

tome, He tl

old Atlanta with the
tive torce Lo &

“ Hood movi d
pow on the Co
1 was forced

along my line,

) puess at my l-..a-a-x‘\ The di mee in war is full
I can make \! on, or the mouth of the Chattahoochie,
can mak
W We 1ot have the telegraph long, :
as I know we will 1 AV ! l'}_ SHERMAN, Major Bl
it. Gen. GRANT.” :
w Crry PorsT, V., October 11, 1864 — 11.30 p. m.,
, satisfied the trip to the sea-const can be
the Iy, You may ms it, destroying sll the
: . y s Ul I v, 08 you think L. ’ :
railroad south of Dalton or { b w15 8. GRANT, Lieut. P
o Major Gen. W, T. Sui RMAN."

ion to hold Atlanta, and by getting through to the

It was the original de 15 ! . ke
t. with a garrison left on the southern railroads leading east and west
cOnst, 18! : gt | S

through Georgia, to effectually sever the east from the west. In other words,

nroug OoTgiAR, b 5 x : = :

¢ the would-be Confederacy in two again, as it had been cut one by our
1 would il . ) > . X ‘ .

- jon of the Mississippi niver. G neral Sherman’s plan virtually

gaining possess
cffected thiz o it ey

General Sherman commenced af iw“n;l:“l m_,‘.lm B E® Tbdiiiig
tward from Gadsden across Sand mountain,
Major General Stanley commauding, and
1d" commanding, back to Chattanooga to
ashviile, whom he had placed in command
save the four army corps and cavalry

parations for his ]n‘-llm.-‘ml move-
‘ut, ke his army il]im-i?i-m
fied ”.1 it Hood had moved we
General Sherman sent the 4th corps,
the 23d corps, Major |;Ir'!‘|-. ral Sch e
l‘i‘]mrl to M 1 wr (General | I-,.r»:nn,', :_H \
of all the troops of his military divizion,
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division he designed to move with through Georgia. With the troops thus left
at his digposal; there was little doubt that General Thomas eould hold the line
of the Tennessee, or in the «vent Hood should force it, would be able to con-
centrate and beat him in battle. It was therefore readily consented to that
Sherman should start for the sea-coast.

Having concentrated his troops at Atlanta by the 14th of November, he
commenced his march, threatening both Augusta and Macon. His coming-out
point could not be definitely fixed. Having to gather his subsistence as he
marched through the country, it was not impossible that a force inferior to his
own might compel him to head for such point as he could reach, instead of guch
as he might prefer, The blitdness of the enemy, however, in ignoring his
movement, and sending Hood's army, the only considerable force he had west
of Richmond and east of the Mississippi river, northward on an offensive e
paign, left the whole country open, and Sherman’s route to his own choice.

How that campaign was conducted, how little opposition was met with, the
condition of the couptry through which the armies passed, the capture of Fort
MecAllister, on the Savannah river, and' the occupation of Savannah on the 21st
of December, are all clearly set forth in General: Sherman’s admi able report.

Soon after General Sherman commenced his march from Atlanta, two expedi-
tions, one from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and one from Vicksburg, Mississippi,
were started by General Canby to cut the enemy's line of communication with
Mobile and detain troops in that field. General Foster, commanding lEl'ir;l][-
ment of the south, also sent an expedition, via Broad river, to destroy the rail-
road between Charleston and Savannalh. The expedition from \‘"i\“ﬁhl)l]];_',
under command of Brevet Brigadier General E. D. Osband, (colonel 3d United
States colored cavalry,) eaptured, on the 27th of November, and destroyed the
Mississippi Central r.ulm:u]] bridge and trestle-work over Big Black river, near
Canton, thirty miles of the road and two locomotives, besides large amounts of
stores. The expedition from Baton Rouge was without favorable results.
The expedition from the department of the sgouth, under the immediate com-
mand of Brigadier General John 1. Hatch, consisting of about five thousand
men of all arms, including a brigade from the navy, proceeded up Broad river
and debarked at Boyd's Neck on the 29ih of Nn\':-err. from where it moved
10 htrikn- l]w r;ﬁ.lruull at (u'r.lla.ilnﬂ'illl'. At ]lutu-\' ]I'.”, u.lu:ut thlu- miles from
(fr;llmmnlilv. the enemy was found and attacked in a strongly fortified posi-
tion, which resulted, after severe fighting, in our repuise with a loss of 746
in killed, wounded, and’ missing. During the night General Hatch withdrew.
lr‘in the 6th of Deccember General Foster obtained a position covering _the
(Vh-ll']f'-“:“{l and Savannah railroad, between the Coosawhatchic and Talifiuny
rivers,

Hood, instead of following Sherman, continued his move northward, which
seemed to me to be 1!'-‘[1“1];: to his certain doom. At all events, had+l had the
power to command both armies, 1 should not have changed the orders under
which he seemed to be :I“'liu'r:‘ On the 26th of October the advance of Hood's
army attacked the garrison at Deecatur, Alabamé, but failing to carry the place,
w;:hd.rvw towards Courtland, and succeeded, in the face of our clvalry, in
effecting a llj(lFllll'llI on the north side of the Tennessce river, near Florence,
On the 28th Forrest reached the Tennessee, at Fort Hieman, and captured a
gunboat and three transports. On the 2d of November he planted batteries
above and I,n‘]nwl Johnsouville, on the opposite side of the river, isolating three
gunboats and eight transports. On the 4th the eneniy opened his batteries

upon the place, and was replied to from the gunboats aud the garrison. The

gunboats becoming disabled were set on fire, as also were the transports, to
prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy. : .
dollars’ worth of ‘stores and property on the levee and in storehouses was con-
sumed by fire. On the 5th the en my di:-'.'ll']‘-{':\rvd and crossed to the north

About a million and a halt
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side of the Tennessee river, above Johnsonville, moving towards Clifton, and sub-
sequently joined Hood. On the night of the 5th General Schofield, with the
advance of the 23d corps, reached Johnsonville, but finding the enemy gone,
was ordered to Pulaski, and put in command of all the troors there, with in-
structions to watch the movements of Hood and retard his advance, but not to
risk a general engagement until the arrival of General A. J. Smith’s command
from Missouri, and unti* General Wilson could get his cavalry remounted.

On the 19th General Hood continued his advance. General Thomas, retarding
him as much as possible, fell back towards Nashville for the purpose of con-
centrating his command and gaining time for the arrival of re-enforcements
The enemy coming up with our main force commanded by General Schofield,
at Franklin, on the 30th, assaulted our works repeatedly during the afternoon
until late at night, but were in every instance repulsed. His loss in this battle
was 1,750 killed, 702 prisoners, and 3,800 wounded. Among his ‘lr!.—'sos were
six general officers killed, six wounded, and one captured. 4 Our entire loss was
2300. This was the first serious opposition the enemy met with, and I am
satisfied was the fatal blow to all his expectations. During the night General
Schofield fell back towards Nashville. - This left the field to the enemy—not
lost by battle, but voluntarily abandoned—so that General Thomas's whole force
might be brought together. The enemy followed up and commenced the estab-
lishment of his line in front of Nashville on the 2d of December.

As soon as it was azcertained that Hood was crossing the Tennessee river,
and that Price was going out of Missouri, General Rosecrans was ordered to
gend to General Thomas the troops of General A. J. Smith's command and
such other troops as he could spare. The advance of this re-enforcemept
reached Nhshville on the 30th of November. ;

On the moming of the 15th of December General Thomas attacked !lnm] in
position, and, in a battle lasting two days, defeated and drove him from the
field in the utmost confusion, deaving in our hands most of his artillery and
many thousand prisoners, including four general officers.

Before the battle of Nashville I grew very impatient over, as it appeared to
me, the unnecessary delay. This impatience was increased upon learning that
the enemy had sent a force*of cavalry across the Cumberland into Kentueky.
1 feared Hood would cross his whole army and give us great trouble there.
After urging upon General Thomas the necessity of immediately assuming the
offensive, 1 started west to .-‘uln'r'nm-nd matiers there in person. l_{n-:u‘lnn‘,:'
Washington eity, 1 received General Thomas's despatch anpouncing his attack
upons the enemy, and the result as far as the battle had progressed. I was de-
lighted. All fears and apprehensions were dispelled. T am not yet ﬁ:‘.rl.-!:lvd
but that General Thomas, immediately upon the appearance of Hood before
Nashville, and before he had time to fortify, should have moved out with his.
whole force and given: him battle. instead of waiting to remount his cavalry,
which delayed him until the inclemency of the weather made it impracticable
to attack earlier than he did. Bat his final defeat of Hood was so complete
that it will be accepted as a vindication of that distinguished officer’s judgment.

After Hood's defeat at Nashville he retreated, closely pursued by cavalry
and infantry, to the Tennessee river, being forced to ;nh:\n(l|un many pieces of

. artillery and most of his transportation. On the 98th of December our advance
forces ascertained that he had made good his escape to the gouth side of the
river.

About this time, the rains having set in heavily in Tennessee and North Ala-
bama, making it difficult to move army*transpottation and :\rlllln-r'\'. General
Thomas stoppt 1 the pursuit by his main force at the Tenness nVer. ~.\ amall
foree of cavalry, under Colonel W' J. Palmer, fiftcenth Pepnsyivania volunteers,

: ) , ; whiiks: & il Ry
continued to follow Hood for some distance, capturing con rable tran=por
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tation and the enemy’s pcntoon biidge. The details of these operations will be
found clearly set forth in General Thomas’s report.

A cavalry expedition, under Brevet Major General Grierson, started from
Memphis‘on the 21st of December. On the 25th he surprised and captured
Forrest’s dismounted camp at Veroua, Mississippi, on the Mobile and Olio rail-
road, destroyed the railroad, sixteen cars loaded with wagons and pontoons for
Hood’s army, 4,000 new Englizh earbines, and large dmounts of public stores.
On the morning of the 25th he ‘attacked and captured a force of the enemy at
Egypt, and destroyed a train of fourteen cars; thence turning to the sonthwest,
he struck the Mississippi Central railroad at Winona, destroyed the factories
and large amounts of stores at Bankston, and the machine sh. ps and publie
property at Grenada, arriving at Vicksburg January 5.

During these operations in Middle Tennessce, the enemy, with a force inder
General Breckinridge, entered’ East Tennessee. On the 13th of November he
attacked General Gillem, near Morristown, capturing his artillery and several
hundred prisoners. Gillem, with what was left of his command, retreated to
Knoxville. Following up his success, Breckinridge moved to near Knoxville,
but withdrew on the 18th, followed by General Ammen. Upder the directions
of General Thomas, General Stoneman concentrated the commands of Generals
Burbridge and Gillem near Bean’s Station, to operate against Breckinridge,
and destroy or drive him into Virginia—destroy the salt-works at Saltville, and
the railroad int> Virginia as far as he could go without endangering his com-
mand. On the 12th of Deéember he commenced his movement, capturing and
dispersing the enemy's forces wherever he met them. On the 16th he struck
the enemy, under Vanghn, at Marion, completely routing and pursuing him to
\\'_\‘[h('\ﬂ!c-. ('.tpillrinj_' all his nrti“v-r}’. Ir:tin:-', and 198 I.ri;-'nw-]“-' . and destroved
Wytheville, with its stores and supplies, and the extensive lead-works near
there. Returning to Marion, he met a force under Breckinridge, consisting,
among other troops, of the garrison of Saltville, that * had started in 1;313-,‘“{{_
He at pnce made arrangements {o attack it the next morning ; but moruing fouud
Breckinridge gone. He then moved directly to. Saltville, and destroyed the
extensive salt-works at that place, a large amount of sgores, and l'.l]l!'ﬁll‘l.‘il cight
pieees of artillery. Having thus successfully exeduted his instructions, he re-
turned General Burbridge to Lexington and General Gillem to Knoxville.

Wilmington, North Carclina, was the most important sea-coast port left to
the enemy through which to get supplies from abroad, and send cotton and
other products out by blockade-runners, besides being a place of great strategic
value. The navy had been making strenuous exertions to seal the harbor of
Wikmington, but withonly partial effect. The natare of the outlet of Cape Fean
river was such that it required watching for so great a distaunce, that without
possession ..1'1h_" land north of New inlet, or Fort Fisher, it was impossible for
lhr" navy to entirely elose the harbor against the entrance of blockade-runners.

I'o secure the possession of this land required the co-operation of a laud foree,
which I agreed to furnish. Immediately commenced the assemblagy
ton roads, under Admiral D. D. Porter, of the most formidable
collected for concentration upon one given point.
the attention of the enemy, as well as that of the ]

: in Hamp-
armada ever

This necessarily atiracted
: oyal north ; and through the
imprudence of the public press, and very likely of officers of both im-mﬁn-:a of
gervice, the exact object of the expedition be came a subject of
sion in the newspapers both north and south. The Y
pared to meet it

common discus-
pen enemy, thus warned, pre-
r I'his caused a postponement of the expedition until the latter
part of November, when, bethg agaifi called upon by Hon. G. V. Fox, Assist-
ant Secretary of the Navy, 1 agreed to furnish the men required at once, and
went myeelf, in company with Major General Bu ler, to Hm;'x]'-tn:; roads, where
we l'.:‘ldl.'l conference with Admiral Porter ag to the force required and the time
of starting. A force of 6,500 men was regarded as .-u:‘:lrlin:.:. The time of
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starting was not definitely arranged, but it was thought all would be ready by
the 6th of December, if not before. Learning ou the 30th of November that
Bragg had gone to Georgia, taking with him most of the forces about Wilming-
ton, 1 deemed it of the utmost importance that the expedition should reach its
destination before the return of Bragg, aund directed General Butler to make
all arrangements for the departure of Major General Weitzel, who liad been
designated to command the land forces, so that the navy might not be detained
one moment. .
On the 6th of December the following instructions were given :

“Crry PoisT, VA., December 6, 1864,
*““GENERAL: The first object of the expedition nnder'Genéral We
the port of Wilmington. If successful in this, the second will be to ¢
There are reasonable grounds to hope for success, if advantage can h
of the greater | f the eiremy's forces now looking after Sherman ir The direc-
tions veu huve given for the numbers and equipment of the expedi right, except
in the unimportant matter of where they embark and the amount of intr tools to be
taken. | The object of the expedition will be gained by effecting a landi
between Cape Fear river and the Atlantic, north of the north entrance the river, Should
such landing be efféected whilst the enemy still holds Fort Fisher and the b rics guarding
¢ to the river, then the troops should intrench themselves r ¢ co-oper it
with the vy, effect the reduction and capture of those places., Th n_our ha
enter the harbor, and the port of Wilmington would be seal 1. Should Fort
the point of land on which it is built fall into the hands of our troops immedi-
, they it will be worth the attempt to capture Wilmington by a forced march
If time is consumed in gaining Au- first object of the expedition, the second
a matter of after consideration.
“The details for execution are intrusted to you and the officer immediately in command of
the t
" » troops under General Weitzel fail to effect a landing-at or near Fort Fisher,
they will be returned to the armies operatic ainst Richmond without delay.
“ . 8. GRANT, Licutenant General,
“ Major General B. F. BuTLER.”

Goeneral Batler commanding the army from which the troops were taken for
this enterpriec, and the territory within which they were to operate, military
courtesy required that all orders and instructions should go through him. They
were g0 sent ;  but General Weitzel has since officially informed me that he never
received the foregoing instructions, nor was he aware of their existence until
he read General Builer's published official report of the Fort Fis failure,
with my indorsement and papers accompanying it. I had no idea of General
Butler's accompanying the expedition until the evening before it got off from
Bermuda Huandred, and then did not dream but that General Weitzel had re-
ceived all the instructions, and would be in command. .1 rather formed the idea

® that General Butler was actuated L)‘ a desire to witness the effect of the lell-'-
gion of the powder-boat. The expedition was detained several days at Hamp-
ton roads, awaiting the loading of the powder-boat.

The importance of getting the Wilmington expedition off without any delay,
with or without the powder-boat, had been urged upon General Batler, and he
advised to so notify Admiral Porter.

The expedition finally got off on the 13th of December, and arrived at the
]Il;\l‘l' of n-nul-‘?_\'nuﬂ. off New inlet, near Fort l"i-hvr,nll the n'\‘t'ni':JL' of the 15th.
Admiral Porter arrived on the evening of the 18th, having put in at Bedufort
to get ammunition for the monitors. The sea becoming rough, making it diffi-
cult to land troops, and the supply of water and coal being about exhausted,
the transport fleet put back to Beaufort to replenish; fthis, with the state of the
weather, delayed the returh to the splace of rendezvons until the 24th. The
powder-boat was exploded on the morning of the 24th, before the return of
General Butler from Beaufort ;. but it would seem from the notice taken of
in the southern fewspapers that the enemy were hever enlightened as to the
object of the explosion until they were informed by the northern press,
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Ou the 25th a landing was effected without opposition, and a reconnoissance,
under Brevet Brigadier General Curtis, pushed up towards the fort. But before
receiving a full report of the result of this reconnoissance, General Batler, in
direct violation of the instructions given, ordered the re-embarcation of the
troops and the return of the expedition.

The re-embarcation was accomplished by the morning of the 27th.

On the return of the expedition, officers and men—among them Brevet Major
General (then Btevet Brigadier General) M. R. Curtis, First Lientenant G. W.
Ross, regiment Vermont volunteers, First Lieutenant George W. Walling
and Second Lieutenant George Simpson, 142d New York volunteers—volunta-
rily reported to me that when recalled they were nearly into the fort, and, in
their opinion, it could have Been’taken without much loss.

Soon after the return of the expedition, I received a despatch from the ‘Secre-
tary of the Navy, and a letter from Admiral Porter, informing me that the fleet
was still off Fort Fisher, and expressing the conviction that, under asproper
leader, the place could be taken. The natural supposition with me was that,
when the troops abandoned the expedition, the navy would do so also. Find-
ing it had not, however, I answercd on the 30th of December, advising Admiral
Porter to hold on, and that 1 would send a force and make another attempt to
take the place. This time I selected Brevet .\I:‘jnrlif-m-ra} (now Mu_]nr(i«-nn-mi)
A. H. Terry to command the expedition. The troops composing it consisted of
the same that composed the former, with the addition of a small brigade, num-
bering about 1,500, and a small- siege train. The latter it was never found
necessary to land. I communicated direct to the commander of the expedition
the following instructions : '

“Crry PoisT. VA nnary 3, 1865.

“GeEXERAL: The exy n ingrusted to your command has been fitted out to renew the
attempt to capture Fort wer. N. C.. and Wilmington ultimately, if the fort alls. - You

I, then, d with as little delay as posaible to the naval fleet lying off Cape Fear river,
and report the arri yourself and command to Admiral D. D. Porter, commanding North
Atlantic blocks

“ It is exceodingly desirable that the most complete understanding should exist between
youmsell and the naval commander. I suggest, therefore, that you consult wi Admiral
Porter freely and t 1 him the part to be performed by each branch of the public service,
so that there may be unity of action. It would be well to have the whole programme laid
down in writing., 1 have served with Admiral Porter, and know that you can rely on his

ement and his nerve to undertake what he proposes. . 1 would therefore, defer him as

much as is cousisten 3 y jes. The first object to be attained is to get
a firm position on the is built, from which you can opers

t y P ty of receiving your ;u;-piiw. and o

superior forces sen inst you by any of the avenues left open

a p m can be obtained, the siege of Fort Fisher will not be aban-

reduction is accomplished or another plan of campaign is ordered from these

headquasters.

“My own views are that, if you effect a landing, the navy ought to run a portion of their
fleet into Cape 1 , while the balance operates on the outside. Land forces can-
not invest Fort Fishey, or cut it off from supplies or re-enforcements, w hile the river is in
possession of the enemy.

“ A siege train will be loaded on vessels and sent to Fort Monroe, in readiness to be sent
to you if rec d. All other supplies can be drawn from Beaufort as you need them.

* Keep th t of vessels \L:L you un our position is assured. ‘When you find they
can be spared, &rder them back, or such of them as you can spare, to Fort Monroe, to rv'p-n:.'t
for orde

lure te effect a landing, bring
to these hendquarters for further instructions.
.L.tl LK “ .

and re port
intil so
“ General Sheridan has been ordered to send a divisi f troops to

them on sea-going vessels. These troops will be t Monr

the vessels until you are beard from. Should you r y them they will be s

e, and place
k'-i-T there on
to you.

- . GRANT, Licutenant General.
“ Brevet Major General A. H. TERRY.” i 8 TE T e
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Lieutenant Colonel C. B. Comstock, aide-de-camp, (now brevet brigadier gene-
ral,) who accompanied the former expedition, was assigned in orders as chief
engineer to this.

It will be scen that these instructions did not differ materially from those
given for the first expedi ; and that in neither instance was there an order
to assault Fort Fisher. This was a matter left entirely to the discretion of the
commanding officer.

The expedition sailed from Fort Monroe on the morning of .the 6:h, arrivi
on the rendezvous, off Beaufort, on the 8ih, where, owing to the difficuliies of
the weather, it lay until the morning of {he 12th, when it got under way and
reachgd its destination that evening. Under cover of the fleet the disembarca-
tion of the troops commencell on the morning of the 13th, and by 3 o’clock
p- m. was completed without loss. On the 14th a reconnoissance was pushed
to within five hundred yards of Fort Fisher, and a small advance work taken
possession of and turned ipto a defensive line against any attempt that might
be made from the fort. This reconnoissance disclosed the fact that the front of
the work had béen serionsly injured by the navy fire. In the afternoon of the
«15th the fort was assaulted, and after most desperate fighting was capturt d with
its entire garrison and armament. Thus was secured, by the combined efforts
of the navy and army, orfe of the most important successes of the war. Our loss
was—killed, 110; wounded, 536. On the 16th and 17th the enemy abandouned
and blew up Fort Caswell and the works on Smith’s island, which were imme-
diately occupied by%hs. This gave us eatire control of the mouth-of the Cape
Fear river. 3

At my request Major General B. I dutler was relieved, and Major Goneral
E. 0. C. Ord assigned to the command of the department of Virginia and North
Carolina. "

The defence of the line of the Tennessee no longer requiring the force which
had beaten and nearly destroyed the only army threats ning it, I determined to
find other fields of operation for G neral Thomas’s surplus troops—fields from
which they would co-operate with other movements. General Thomas was
therefore directed to colleet all troops, not esgbntial to hold his communications,
at Eastport, in readiness for orders. On the Tth of January General Thomas
was directed, if he was assured of the departure of Hood south from Corinth, to
send General Schofield with his corps east with as little delay as possible.
This &irection was promptly complied with, and the advance of the corps
reached Washington on the 23d of the same month, whence it was sent
Fisher and Newbern. On the 26th he was directs d to serid General A,
command and a division of cavalry to report to General Canby. By the

1ary the whole force wa mate for it ation.
16 State of North Carolina was const i 1
: ]

1 to command, and placed under the orders of Major
llowing instructions were given him:

“ Oy PoisT, VIRGINIA, January 81, 1865.
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