CHAPTER III.

STRATEGY.

DEFINITION AND FUNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLE.

THE art of war, independently of the parts which we have just suceinetly
explained, is composed yet, as has been seen above, of five principal
branches : strategy, grand tactics, logisties, (la logistique) elementary
tactics, (la tactique de detail,) and the art of the engineer. We shall treat
only of the first three, for reasons already indicated ; it is nece

ssary then
to commence by defining them.

In order to do so more surely, we shall follow the order in which the
combinations which an army may have to malke, present themselves to its
chiefs at the moment when war is declared : commencing naturally with
the most important, which constitute in some sort the plan of n])(-r;lﬁrmq‘

and proceeding thus the reverse of tactics, which should begin with small

details in order to arrive at the formation and the emplovment of a oreat
I o =] =
army.*

We will supposé then the army about to take the field ; the first care

of its chief will be to setile with the government upon the nature of the

* To learn tactics it is necessary to study first the sch

. ; : : 00l of the platoon, then that of the
attalion, finally the evolutions of the line ; then you pass to the small operations of the
campaign, then to castrametation, afterwards marches, finally the formation of armies.

Bt in sdvategy we begin at the top, that is to say, with the plan of campaign.
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war which it shall make ; afterwards it will be his duty to study well the
theatre of its enterprises; then he will choose, in concert with the chief
of the State, the most suitable base of operations, according as its fron-
tiers and those of its allies shall favor thereto.

The choice of this base, and still more the end which it shall be pro-
posed to attain, will contribute to determine the zone of operations that
will be adopted. The generalissimo will take a first objective point for
his enterprises ; he will choose the line of operations which would lead to
this point, whether as a temporary line, or as a definitive line.

The army marching upon this line of operations, will have a front of
operations or a strategic front ; behind this front it will do well to have a
line of defense, to serve asa support in case of need. The transient
poitions which its army corps will take on the front of operations, or upon
the line of defense, will be strategic positions.

When the army shall arrive near its first objective point, and the enemy
ghall commence to oppose its enterprises, it will attack him, or mancenvre
to constrain him to a retreaty it will adopt to this effect one or two stra-
tegic lines of manceuvres, which being temporary, may deviate fo a certain
point from the general line of operations, with which they must not be
confounded. ®

To connect the front of operations with the base, one will form as he
advances, his staple line and lines of supply, depdts, &e.

If the line of operations be somewhat lengthened in depth, and there
be hostile corps in reach of disturbing it, choice will have to be made be-
tween the attack and expulsion of those corps, and the pursuit of the en-
terprise against the hostile army, paying no attention to them, or merely
observing them ; if this latter course be resolved upon, there will result
from it a double front of operations and great detachments.

The army being near obtaining its objective point, and the enemy wish-
ing to oppose this, there will be a battle ; when this shock shall be inde-
cisive, it will be resolved to recommence the struggle; if a victory be
gained, our enterprises will be carried on for attaining or passing beyond
the first objective point and adopting a second.

‘When the aim of this first objective shall be the taking of an important
place of arms, the siege will commer army is not sufficiently
numerous for continuing its march, leaving ¢ re corps behind it, it will
take a strategic position for covering it; thus, in 1796, the army of Italy,
not numbering fifty thousand combattants, was not able to pass Mantua,
in order to penetrate o the heart of Austria, leaving twenty-five thousand
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men before the place, and having hesides forty thousand men in front, upon
the double line of the Tyrol and the Frioul.

In the case, on the contrary, where the army should have sufficient
forces to obtain greater advantaces from its victory, or rather where it
should have no > to make, it would march to a second objective point
wmore important still. If this point be found at a certain distance. it will
be necessary to procure an intermediate point of support; an eventual
base will then ln- formed by means of one or two cities sec ure from insult,
which will doubtless have been occupied; in the contrary case, & small
strategic reserve will be formed, which will cover the rear and protect the
grand depdt by field ..nrlp When the army shall pass con
rivers, téfes de ponts will be hasti ily constructed there, and if th
are in cities enclosed i.:.' walls, a few intrenchments will be
ment the, defense of those posts, and to double thus the solic
eventual base, or of t

1

he strategic reserve which should there be placed.

If, on the contrary, the battle has been lost, there will be a retreat to
the end of approaching the base, and of drawing therefrom new force 3,
as well from the detachments which would lu’(ll.n‘..l I, as from the pls

and intrenched camps, which would arrest the enemy or oblige him
vide his means,

to di-

WHen winter approaches, there will be winter r cantonments, or else: op-
I

erations will be continued by that one of the two s rmies which, having
obtained a decided super iority, and finding no serious obstacles in the hos-
tile line of defense, should wish to profit from its ascendancy ; there would
then be a winter campaign ; this resolution. which, in all cases, becomes
equally painful for both armies, presents no s pecial combinations ; unless
it be the necessity for a redoubled ac tivity in the enterprises, in order to
obtain the most prompt dénoiment.

Such is the ordinary movement of a war : such will also be that which
we shall follow, in order to proceed to the exa mination of the different
combinations which those operations lead to.

All those which embrace the ensemble of the theatre of war., are in the
domain of strategy, which will s comprehend :

The def nition of this theatre and of the different combin
it 1:1:_-:]:: lh"\‘.'i'i

ations which

2. The choice and the establishment of the fixed base, and of the

Zone
of opera tions ]

The determination of the objective point to be attained, whether it
be offensive or defensive ;

STRATEGY.

The determination of the decisive points of the theatre of war ;

The fronts of operations and lines of defense ;

The choice of the lines of operations which lead from the afore
I

3 1 T e € .". vorati T '-'l!‘.
That of the best st ric lines to take for a given operation; ti

to the objective points, or to the front of operations;

for embracing those lines in their divers com-

es of eventual operations, and strategic res
The marches of armies considered as manceuvres;

3 i in their relations wi > marches of
The magazines considered in their relations with the

trateoics ans ; as refuges for an army
11. Fortresses regarded as stratezical means; as refug \

ystacles to its march ; the siezes to make and to cover;
as "' . 1

12. Intrenched camps, tétes de g
13. Diversions and great detad
endently of those wm]lm ations which enter princip:
n of ‘u"‘w- general }u'.m for the first enterprises of the (
wre other mixed operations, which participate of strategy for
'--m.‘a-\ be eiven them, and of tactics for their execufion:
rivers and streams, retreats, \\'IIJIE‘]‘-l!H:‘nl"«"'l"‘. SUTpris
at convoys, &c.
» 9d branch is tacties, that is to say, the mancenvres of ;:‘n n:"n
or of combat, and the different formations for le:

e material ¢ : : L
intrenched camps and cantonments, in a word, the execution of tl

ns of strateesy and of tacties

ontroversies have had 1w'\u for determining, in an abs

he line of demarkation which separates those divers brancl

[ have said that strategy of making war npe

. 1 hal f o' theatre of war -
" embracing the whole ol a' theatre ol war ;

tacties is

» ground, of placing thereon one’s forces ac-

. sm in action on the different
7, within a space of four or fi

g corps may receive orders

and execute themn in the course even of the action ; finally, la logistique 18

i ine the application of the other
in substance only the seience of preparing the application of he
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two. My definition has been criticised without a better one being aiven :
it is certain that many battles havé been. decided by strategical move-
ments, and have been evén but a series of such movements ; but that has
never been the case except against dispersed armies, which is an excep-

0 - r PO IP§ sfinitl .‘ o 10 T 1 ;

!1_{1 ; now the general definition, being applicable only to pitched battles,
is none the less exact.*

L L, ‘

Thus, independently of the measures of local execution which are
within its province, grand tactics, in my view, will comprehend the fol-
lowing objects :

1. The choice of positions and of defensive lines of battle ;

2. The offensive defense in combat ;

3. The different orders of battle, or grand mancenvres for attacking o
hostile line ;

4. The meeting of two armies in march and unexpected battles ;
5. The surprise of armies ;}
6. The dispositions for conducting troops to the combat :

The attack of positions i
1. attack of positions and intrenched camps ;

3. (-;JI'.'!').\‘ de main.

Allghe other operations of war enter into the -details of petite guerre,
such as convoys, foraging, the partial combats of advanced and rear
guards, the attack even of small posts, in & word, all that which must {.v
executed by an isolated division or detachment, A

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF WAR.

The essential object of this

‘ work is to demonstrate that there excists a
fundamental principle of all the operations of war, a principle which

# It may be said ti
after the comb g
upon those necessary m 3 dh hey n 4
I here

2 the troons th s M
the troops there ; tacties decides their

employment and the me

1 The surprise of armies in open

field i= here meant, and not the
quarters. :

surprise of winter
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ought to preside over all the combinations in order that they be good. It
consists :

1. In carrying by strategic combinations the mass of the forces of an
army successively upon the decisive “points of a theatre of war, and as
much as possible upon the communications of the enemy, withott endan-
gering its own ;

2. In manceavering in such a manner as to engage this mass of the
forces with fractions only of the hostile army ;

3. In directing equally, on the day of battle, by tactical manceuvres,
the mass of one's forces upon the decisive point of the field of battle, or
upon that of the hostile line which it would be important to overwhelm ;

4. Tn managing so that those masses be not merely present upon the
decisive point, but that they be put in action there with energy and con-
cert, in a manner to produce a simultancous effort.

This general principle has been found o simple that it has not lacked
criticisms.*

It has been objected that it were very easy to recommend the carrying
one's principal force upon the decisive points, and to know how to engage
them thereon ; but that the art consists precisely in recognizing these
Iui[lll-’.

Far from contesting so naive a truth, I own that it would beiiileast
ridicnlous to utter a like general principle, without accompanying it with
all the developments necessary for causing its different chances of applica-
tion to be comprehended ; I have, therefore, neglected nothing for putting
every studious officer in condition to determine easily the decisive points
of astrategical or tactical field (un échiquier stratégique ou tactique.) There
will be found in article 19, the definition of those different points, and
there will be recognized in all articles from the 18th to the 22d, those
which apply to the divers combinations of a war. Military mex who,
after having meditated upon them attentively, should still believe that the
determination of those decisive points is an insoluble problem, ought to
despair of ever comprehending any thing of strategy

In fact, a theatre of operations never presents but three zones, one to
the right, one to the left, and one at the centre. In the same manner
each zone, each front of operations,-each strategical position and line of

*To meet these criticisms, T onght, perhaps place here the entire chapter of the gen-
eral prin of the art of war, which terminates my atise on Grand Opera 3
(chap. XXXV, of the 3d edition) ; but powerful motives have prevented me from despoil-
ing my first work of the chapter which makes its principal merit, and which my censors
onght at least to read.
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sfense, as well as each tactical line of battle, has never but those same
risions, that is to say, two extremeties and a centre. Now, there

will always be one of those three directions which it will be proper to

follow, in order to reach the important object desired, one of the other two
will be more or less removed from it, and the third will be altogethe

r DP-
posed to it. Hence, in combining hostile positions with g

ographical
points, and with the projects which should be formed. it seems that every
question of strategic movement, as well as of tactical manceuvre, would
always be reduced to knowing whether we ought to manceuvre to the
ight, to the left, or directly to the front : the choice between three al-
ternatives so simple, could not be an enigma worthy of a new sphinx.

[ am far from pretending, nevertheless, that the whole art of war con-
sists merely in the choice of a good direction to be given to masses, but it
could not be denied that it is at least the fundamental point of strategy.
It will be for talent of execution, skill, ene rgy, and aoup d ruf to com-
plete what good combinations will have been able to propose.

We are about to apply then the principle indicated; to the different
combinations of strategy and tacties, then to prove, by the history of
twenty celebrated campaigns, that all their suecesses or reverses were the
result of the application, or of the 1 neglect of this principle.*

STRATEGICAL COMBINATIONS

ARTIOLB XVI.

War onee resolved upon, the be decided, is to know

whether it is to be offensive or de First of all, it is proper to de-

fine well what is understood by

* The account o ith fifty plans of batties. will be

found in my history of 1at of the wars of the Revolution, and in

the political and milita

I seve tss if it be directed
The offensive presents itself under several aspects; 1

acainst a ereat State, which it embraces entirely, it is then an invasion ;
A e e yvince. or of & line of defense
if it be applied only to the attack of a province, or of a line of defense
i SO & P 3 ; ; 2, A
r an invasion, but an ¢ T -
" the hostile
i of move-

army, and .:1 to a8 of

apter, the 1)[.L. considered

ments. As we have said in the 1m‘w—«i':; chaj : ‘

S iti <t i eeons, because it carries
morally and 1|u1;hL‘:LU_\'. iz almost always advantageous, l.[ ( -l : ; :
the w :1' upon foreign soil, spares your own country, diminishes the re-
ne (i 1 L LG - g B B , 77 S v 3
ources of the enemy, and augments yours; it elevates the moral of
gources Enemy, an ! 3 o

i i 1 he adversary ; anwhile 1t liil)

army, and often imposes dread upon the adversary ; mean ‘.i]!l\ t haj

. : 2 oa o otne him feel that the question is
also that it excites his ardor, when it makes him feel that the q

to save his menaced cour
Under the military relation, the offensive has iL‘.: good and I‘l-‘ bad side ;
in strategy, if jt be pushed to an invasion, it -“‘i‘.'(‘-‘ line: ~. of
athened in depth, which are always dangerousin an enemy’s cou
weatre of operations, the mountains, the r".l\‘ rg, the i'.-“hh'a‘. R fury
_ being obstacles favorable to the defense, are thus :n;;_'.‘nun the
: inhabitants and the -.ml‘.mril"- s of the country \"-'”[ Iu--]\-w—
e o it. instead of being instruments in its favor. But if it obtain a
‘  the hostile power to the heart, deprives it of the means

1 1 1t a prom lénoument to the strugdilh
of war, and may bring about a prompt denoumer

suceess, 1

1ied to o mere transient operation, that is to say, considered as
\1\1::‘.1*11 to & mere ransi I i
5 = - e advants NS, PRNEC]S
niti :Iim- of movements, the offensive is always advantageous, especia
atratery. In fact.if the art of war consist in directing one's M,I e
n ; = 1 +hat the firet means of applvine this
the decisive point, it is comprehended that the first means ol ‘l!"':.' i
S X : = p He who has
the initiative of mov ts, He who has t
yws beforehand what 1 ] what he w
onvenient for him to
the enemy falls upon
adversary means fo

o hir

ey are less ]mair

fractions ol

r||||rl h i\ eiort

e a sphere, he who has

who, discovering this
upon the spot. Be-
azainst him all the disad
oround which he will
:illlll_ri] to overcome in order to approach the line of his adversary, which

ief! in tacti specially, the c s of the two sys-
leads to the belief, that in tactics especially, the chances ¢ AL
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!(‘“F- are pretty nearly balanced. For the rest, whatever advantages could
¢ expected from the offensive strategically and politically, it is obvious

that this system could not be adopted exclusively for a whole war, for it is
t even certain that a campaign commenced offensively may not finish
th the defensive

Defensive war, as we have already said, has also its advantages when it

ely combined. Itis of two kinds : the inert or passive defense, and
the active defense with offensive returns. The first is always pernicious;
he second procure great success. The aim of a defensive war being to
as long as possible, the portion of the territory menaced by the
vident that all the operations should have for object the re-
tarding of his progress, the thwarting of his enterprises, by maultiplying
iculties of his march, without, meanwhile, allowine the army to be
seriously broken. He who decid supon invasion, does it always in conse-
quence of any ascendancy whatever, he should aim thensat as prompt a
dénoument as possible ; the defender, on the contrary, ought to put it off
until his adversary is weakened by detachments, marches, fatigues, &c.
¥ is scarcely reduced to a positive defense but in consequence
of reverses or a not ] In this case it seeks by the support
of its places, and by favor of natural or artificial barriers. the meanc of
re-estafglighi ium
which it can oppose to the en my.
This sytem, when it is not pushed too far, presents also happy chances ;
but it is in'the case only when the general who believes s himself compelled
0 resort to it, has the good sense not to be reduced to an inert defense
i‘i.di 18 to say, when he gl take care not to :L\\':lit passively, in fixed
posts, all the blows which the enemy should be pleased to deliver lhim He
must apply himself on the contrary, to redouble the activ ity of his opera-
i wnd to seize every occasion which presents , of falling upon the feeble
f the enemy, by taking the initiative of movements.
ind of warfare, which I ltave heretofore named the offensive
e advantageous in strategy as well as in tactios. In act-
ing thus, you have the advantages of the two systems, for you have that
of the initiative, and you are better able to seize the Ilitirllll'!'li when it is
i trike, when you find yourself in the midst of a theatre which
prepared beforehand, at the centre of the resonrces and supports
ur country.

* Others have named it the active defensive. v

] which is not correct, since the defense counld
be very active without being offensive.

We may, nevertheless, adopt the term, which is
more grammaticeal

STRATEGY.
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In the first three campaigns of the Seven Years War, Frederick the
Great was the aggressor ; but in the last four he gave the true model of
an offensive defense. It must be confessed also, that he was marvelously
geconded by his adversaries, who emulously gave him all the leisure and
the occasions for taking the initiative with success.

Wellington also played this part in the greater portion of his career in
Portugal, in Spain and in Belgium, and, in fact, it was the only one
which suited his position. It is always easy to play the Fabius, when one
does it on an ally’s territory, when he has not to trouble himself about the
fate of the capital, or of the provinces menaced; in a word, when he is
at liberty to consult military convenience only.

Definitively, it appears incontestable, that one of the greatest of a gen-
eral’s talents, is to know how fo employ by turns these two systems, and
especially, to know how fo refake the initiative in the midst even of a de-

fensive struggle.

ARTICLE XVII.

OF THE THEATRE OF OPERATIONS. ™

The theatre of*a~war embraces all the countries in which two powers
may attack, whether by their own territory, or by that of their allies, or
of the secondary powers which they will draw into the vortex through
fear or through interest. When a war is complicated with maritime op-
erations, then its theatre is not restrained to the frontiers of a St u
may embrace the two hemispheres, as has happened in the strug
tween France and England, from Louis XIV down to our day.

Thus, the general theatre of a war is a thing so vague;and so dependent
upon incidents, that it must not be confounded with the theatre of opera
tions which each army may embrace, independently of all complic

The theatre of a continental war between France and Austria, may
embrace Italy alore, or Germany and Ifaly, if the German princes take

part 1n 1t. .
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It may happef®that the operations are combined, or that each army is
destined to act separately. In the first case, the general theatre of oper-

tions ought to be considered only as me échiguier, upon which
strateey should cause the armies to move with the common object which
shall have been resolved uj In the army will have
its .~‘H-._‘r-!'.'; theatre of

The atre of ¢
t should seek to invade, as well as that which it may have to defend. If

is to operate by itself, this theatre forms its whole échiquier, out of

which it might indeed seek an issue in the case where it should find itself
invested therein on three sides, but out of which it ought never to com-
bine any manceuvre, since nothing would be provided for a common action
with the secondary army.

If, on the contrary, the operations are concerted, then the theatre of
operations of each army, taken separately, becomes, ingsome sort, but one
of the zones of operations of the general échiquier where the belligerents

are to operate with the same object.

Independently of the topographical accidents with which it is strewn,
each theatre or échiquier, which is to be operated upon by one or several
armies, is composed for both parties :

1 MOf a fixed base (or basis) of operations ;
2. Of an objective aim ;

3. l&l’]'wms of operations and lines of defense ;

4. Of zones and lines of operations ;

5. Of strategic lines and lines of communications ;

6. Of natural or artificial obstacles to conquer or to oppose to the

enemy ,

' important geographical strategic points to oceupy in the offen-
* to cover defensively :

f accidental bases of operations intermediate between the obiective

ase of reverses,

ible, I will suppose France,

ies, destined to be united

under one , from the Upper Rhine,
from Savoy, or from the maritime Alps. Each country, which one or the
other of these armies would have to pass over, will be, in some sort, a zone
of operations of the general échiquier. But if the army of Italy is to act
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only as far as the Adige, without concerting any thin@with the army of
the Rhine, then what was considered only as a zone of operations in the
general plan, becomes the sole échiquier of that army and its theatre of
lt]l'.'l“.l.[i“]n‘.

Hence each échiquier should have its special base, its objective point,
its zones and lines of operations which lead from the base to the objective
aim in the offensive, or from the objective aim to the base in the defensive.

With wwd to the material or topographical points, with which a
theatre of operations is found more or less furrowed in every direction,
the art is not wanting in works which have discussed their different stra-

ical or tactical properties; the routes, the rivers, the mountains, the
forests, the cities offering resources, or secure from a coup de main, the
strone holds, have been the object of many debates, in which the most eru-

dite have not always been the most luminouns.

n to names stranee significations ; it has been published
were lines of operations par exc
as such a line could not exist without having two or three roads for mov-
in the sphere of its enterprises, and at least one line of
» modern Moseses pretended thus to transform rivers into lines

| even into lines of manceuvre !

1

It would appear mugh more
1at rivers are excellent lines of supply, power-

ment of a good line of operations, but are

with less astonishment that we have seen it affirmed by a grave
nentry were to be created to make of it a good theatre

ry to avoid construching converging routes therein,

! try could exist without a

strious cities, and as if the rontes did not

ts where the inte of a whole

“concentrated. Even though a

de of all Germany, in order to reconstruct in it a theatre

1l

t, do not those routes favor the de-
k, two masses, falling back on two con-
verging rays, can unite quicker than the two masses which should follow,
and .thus beat them separately.
®
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Other anthors Iﬁ'e insisted that mountainous

countries are full of stra-
tegic points, and the antagonis

i3 of this opinion have affirmed that
strategical points were, on the contrary, more rare in the
the plains, but that, on the other hand, if they were les
were for that reason all the more important and d

Alps than in
S numerous, they
ecisive. :
Some writers have presented also kg
Walls, inaceessible for every thing
the Rhetian Alps, said,
could plunt his foot.”

h mountains as so many Chinese
i whereas, Napoleon, in speaking of
“that an army ought to pass wherever a man

Generals, experienced al

80 in mountain warfare, have acknowl
the same

manner, the great difficulty of conducting therein
war, except by uniting the advantages of
tions to those of a renglar army,

edged, in
a defensive
a rising in mass of the popula”
the first for guarding the
atter for delivering him battle
points at the junction of the oreat v .

summits and

harrassing the enemy, the 1 upon the decisive
alleys.

In animadverting upon these contradictions
spirit of eriticism, but merely to the desire of d
that, far from having carried the art

multitude of points to discuss :

» We do not yield to a futile
emoustrating to our readers
10 1ts utmost limits, there still exist a
We shall not undertake to demon strate here the

: u : strategical value of the
divers topographical or artifici

accidents which compose a theatre of
¢ examined in the different articles of
but, it may be said in ger

war, for the most important will b
1 S
this chapter, to which they belong ; 1eral, that

this value depends much upon the skill of the chiefs, and upon tl

1€ spirit
: at captain who had crossed Ihj St.
Bernard, and ordered the passage of the Splugen, was far from bel
in the smpre gnability of those chains, and he litt]e
able, muddy stream, and a walled enclosure
at Waterloo.

with which they are animated ; {]
ieving
suspected that a miser-
were to change his destinjes

ARTICLE .5,/ 1 ) 6N

L
BASES OF OPER ATIONS.

The first point in a plan of operations is to be assured of a good hase :
this name is ippliul to the extent of the ‘ o

frontiers of a State from whence
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an army will draw its resources and reinforcements ; that gmwhento it will
have to depart for an offensive expedition, and where it will find a refuge
in time of need ; that, in fine, upon which it will have to support itself, i
it covers its country defensively. In this last case, the line of the fronticers
will become the first line of defense, and the army will then have to pro-
vide itself with a base in second line, either in the direction of the centre
of the State, or in a direction nearly parallel to the frontier, according to
what will be explained in article 38, upon so styled excentric retreats,

Although the base of operations is also ordinarily that of resources,
meanwhile, every line by which a part of those resources should come,
vould not for that be a line of operations, but a line of supply.

Each army may have several successive bases. A French army ope-
rating in Germany, has for a first base the Rhine ; but if it be withdrawn
behind that river, it has a new base upon the Moselle; it may have a
third upon Seine, and a fourth upon the Loire.

When an army is repulsed upon its first base, this becomes then a line
of defense, especially if it be fortified ; in this case, the army must have a
new base in second line.

A base, supported upon a large and impetuons river, the banks of which
should be held by good fortresses, sitnated in eommand of this river,
would be, without contradiction, the most favorable that could be de-
sired.

The larger the base, the less easy it is to cover, but the less easy will it
be also to cut off the army from it.

A State, the capital or centre of power of which, is too near the first
frontier, offers less advantages for basing its defenders, than a State
whose capital is more removed.

Every base, to be perfect, should offer two or three places, of a capacity
sufficient for establishing thereon magazines, depots, &c. It should have
at least one intrenched tite de pont, upon each of the unfordable rivers
found upon it.

Until now, there has generally been sufficient accord upon all the
requisites we have just enumerated ; but there are other points upon
which opinions have been more divided, Several writers have insisted that,
to be perfect, a base should be parallel with that of the adversary;
whereas, on the contrary, I have uttered the opinion that bases, perpendic-
ular to those of the enemy, are the most advantageous, particularly those
which, presenting two faces nearly perpendicular, the one to the other,
and formin_; a reentrant angle. would assure a double base at need,
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would control tWo sides of the strategic field (échiquier stratégique,) would
¥ stant from each other, and finally,
hange of the line of operations which the unex-

2es of war could render neces
on grand military
ntiers ought fo exercise
It is recollected
\ ferent theatres of war, I compared
the latter to an échiguier, bounded on one side or the other by a sea, or by
& great nentral power, which would form equally an insurmountable ob-

stacle. See how I expressed my:

“The general configuration of the theatre of war may have also a great
influence upon the direction to be given to lines of operations, (and conse-
quently to the bases.)

“In fact, if the whole theatre of war form a field, or figure, presenting
four faces, more or less regu
the commencement o

enemy shonld
occupy but one only, and that the fourth should form an insurmountable
obstacle. The manner in which

as it is possible that it ma:

thiss theatre of war would be embraced,
- e 1 x  qepm A 3 = 3 3 : z
would present then very different combinations in each of those hypotheses.

iis comprehended, I will cite the theatre of
war of the French armies in Westphalia, from 1757 to 1762, and that of
Napoleon in 1806.” (See Fig. 1.)

FIGURE 1.
A B

“In order better to.make
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#Tn the first of these theatres of war, the side AB \\%ﬁ: formed by the
North Sea, the side BD by the line of the Weser, base of the army of the
Duke Ferdinand ; the line of the Main formed the side CD, base of the
French army, and the face AC was formed by the line of the Rhine,
equally guarded by the armies of Louis XV.

“Ttis seen, tl
holdir :
side, and that consequently they had only to gain the side BD by manceu-
yres, in order to be masters of the four faces, that is to say, the base and

all the communications of the enc as the above figure ghows.

«The French army B, departing from the base CD, to gain the front

1

of operations FGH, cut off the allied army J, from the side BD, which

formed its base ; this latter would then have been thrown back upon the

anele L. A, M, formed near Emden, by the lines of the Rhine, the Ems and

the North Sea ; whilst the French army, E, could always communicate

with its bases of the Main and Rhine.

The manceuvre of Napoleon upon the Saale in 1806, was combined ab-
solutely in the same manner ; he oécupied at Jena and at Nanmburg the
line FGH, and marched afterwards by Halle and Dessau, in order to
throw bac : ssian army J, upon the side AB, formed by the se
The result is sufficiently well known. -

The eveat art of directing properly one’s lines of rations consist
then in combining his marches in such a manner as to seize the hostile
communication, without losing his own; it is easily s that the
line FGH, in consequence of its prolonged position, and the crotchet left
upon the extremity of the enemy, preserves always one’s communications
\“ifll the base CD ; it is the exact application of the manceuvres at Ma-

rengo, Ulm, and Jena.

“When the theatre of war shall not be
g be limited by a great ne
and close one of the sides of the square ; a3 it will not be a barrier
as insurmountable as the sea ; but, in general thesis it can always be con-
e upon which it would be dangerous '
oeous for the same res to crowd

ory of a 'I- VET which sh

hundred thousand m is not violated with 1mpum

army took this course, it would be none the less cut off from 1ts base.

1 3 I s ey atre nf war. it ia Droba~
«1f it were a small power which limited the theatre of war, 1L 1S proba:
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ble that it would soon be united with it, and the face of the square would
be found merely a little i ; ronti ; .
& V¢ e more retired, to the frontiers of a or
\ v S great powe
to a sea. 2 Fens

“To be assured of the correctness of these ideas, it is sufficient to cast

BD eye Over the theatre of the campaign of 1806 and 1807. The Baltic
Sea, and the frontiers of Austrian Gallicia, formed the two faces -k}"'md
CD of the square. I think that it was very important to both tI}cAs'll‘t(i;'é
not to allow themselves, to be thrown upmi either of those ohstm-kl's‘ 5
"'l‘luj configuration of the frontiers will sometimes modify the form of the
wces of the square, or, more correctly speaking, the faces of the échiquier
It may have the form of a trapezoid, as in the following figure. £k

fi

FIGURE II

C

]n this atter S i xil, 8 ster of the f'l o
case, the a 1 }
! 3 e
i 5 g : l Iy H, w ( houl C Inaster ¢ > 18.Ce8

sary narrowing towards BD, th “IIU advantages, since the base of its adver-
e ! .li_.w atter would have many more difficulties
i i ommunications ; the front of this hfm"* fferi

i ]th'T:?. \\U]]ul !n‘pq']ﬂ oS [O” o1
would give,

also les

also less resources fi anceuveri it
di malhs es for manceuvering, and it
o ntrary, to the army GH. the me :
SR SR B et bl A st ) , the means o
cCess, since the direction of its line

f operating
1t upon the communicat

1
e CD, would naturally lead
ons of 1ts adversarvy. ¢ 3

118 adversary, and the space which it would

r to cut them off, w
i ! , WL
quently more easy to take up Ay

have to occupy, in or
83 extended, conse-

The theatre of war in Prussia and Poland

of which we have just
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spoken, was actually gimilar to this, for the frontiers of Gallicia, prolonged
to the Narew, formed, with the line of the Vistula, the contracted side
BD. The manner in which Napoleon manceuvred before the battle of
Eylau, was absolutely the same as that which is found traced ; a fortu-
itous incident prevented him from obfaining from it all the success which
he expected, but his manceuvre was none the less wise for that. Mean-
while, this operation offered also its unfavorable chances, because of po-
litical antecedents ; the first was founded upon the small confidence which
could be aceorded to the Austrian nentrality ; the second upon the great
remoteness of the base of the French army which put its communications
with the Elbe at the mercy of the cabinet of Vienna; it depended only
upon the latter, from this epoch, to put an end to those immoderate inva-
sions : the mancenvre of the French general might be strategically good,
whilst the operations of the statesman was nothing else than audacious.”

The base in Bohemia in 1813, proves, as well as all that precedes, in
favor of my opinion; for it was by the perpendicular direction of that
base to that of the French army, that the Allies succeeded in paralyz-
ing the immense advantages which the line of the Elbe would, but for that,
have procured for Napoleon ; a cireumstance which made all the chances
of the campaign turn in their favor. In the same manner,in1812,it was,
by basing themselves perpendicularly upon the Oka and Kalouga, that the
Russians were able to execute theif®flank march upon Wiazma and
Krasnol.

Moreover, to be convinced of this, it is sufficient to reflect, that the
front of operations of an army, the base of which should be perpendicular
{o that of the enemy, would be found established parallelly to the line of
operations of ifs adversaries, and that it wonld thus become very easy to
operate upon their communications and their line of retreat.

I have already said that perpendicular bases would be especially favor-
able when they should present a double frontier, as will be seen in the
above-mentioned figures ; now, the critics will not fail to object that this
does not accord with what I have said in favor of frontiers salient to the
side of the enemy, and against double lines of operations with an equality
of foreces.

The objection would be more specious than just, for the greatest ad-
vantage of a perpendicular base results precisely in that it forms a salient
which takes in reverse a part of the theatre of operations. Again, the
possession of a base with two faces by no means implies the necessity of
occupying both in force; it suffices on the contrary, to have upon oné of
them. a few fortified points, with a small corps of observation, whilst the
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weight of one’s forces would be carried on the other face, as had place in
the campaigns of 1800 and 1806. The nearly right angle, formed by the
Rhine, from Constance to 1:;1-11\‘ and from thence to Kehl, offered to Gen.
Moreau one base parallel, and another perpendicular to that of his antag-
onist. He pushed two divisions by his left upon the first of those bases,
towards Kehl, in order to draw the attention of the enemy in that direc-
tion, whilst he filed with nine divisions upon the extremity of the perpen-
dicular face fo the side of Schaffhausen, which brought him, in a few
marches, to the gates of Augsburg, after the two detached divisions had
already rejoined him.

Napoleon, in 1806, had*also the double base of the Main and the Rhine :
forming almost a right reentrant angle ; he contented himself with leaving
Mortier upon the g.u ullel face, that is to say, upon that of the nhim:.

whilst that with all the mass of his forees, he gained the extremity of the
perpendicular face, and thus anticipated the Prussians at Gera and at
Naumburg, on their line of retreat

Here are, I frost, sufficient proofs to demonstrate the nee essity of sus-
pecting somewhat, that strategy, which is treated too ge ometrically, and to
ence has made great progress, it can still be

(OIl\IWL one that if this sei
improved by modifying the geometrical systems, by those founded upon the
principles and the experience of war, which counsel a
the first.

deviation from

Another not less important question, as to the best direction to be given
to bases of operations, is that which has respect to bases established upon
the sea shore, and which has also given rise to gTAVve errors : ];.["l\ favor-
able as tney are for some, equally formidable would t} ey be for

may be seen from all that precedes. After having pointed out 1] \ |] \noer

there wounld be for a continental army to he thr ywn ba
should appear astonishing that any one could

tages of bases est "'l‘-'. ed upon its shores, ] *ould suit any
but an insuls In fact, Wellingtor ' 1 his fleet to the
guccor of Portug f Spain, could i that of

YO OF; 0K 03~V ¢ aATras, \\']152“'1

covers the only avenues to that capital on the land side. Here the banks

3, and those of the sea, covered not or

ily his two flanks, but
wred his line of retreat

ce only upon his

ed camp of
er,r from

--\ HI as ]- 1 ]. O

ts, without going back to causes, manv

oz
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rwﬂf( ts, woul d no ]n!!fl’:i‘ acknowledee as j_"t'u_'n_l ha;es, any but those WhlL‘h,
oA

situnted on the sea shore, would procure the army easy supplies, and

slaces of refoge, with flanks secure from insult. This blindness was pushed

y such a decree, that General Pfuhl sustained, in 1812, that the natural

!
te d

ba f Russians was at Ri g strategical blasphemy, which was
HE 1c wliSS I lS e S L

&

S S e » Frencl
also uttered in my presence he most renowned of the French

genet ] % : : "
Fascinated by similar ideas, Colonel Carion-Nizas, dared even to pub-

lish, that in 1813, Napoleon ought to have placed half of his army in Bo

hemia, and to have thrown a hundred and fifty thousand men at the mouths of
the Elbe, near Hamburg! Forgetting that the first rule of all bases of a
continental army, is that they rest npon the front the most opposite to the
sea ; that is to say, upon that which would place the army at .ﬂu' ['l"ll.ll‘ll’
of all the elements u! its military power, and if its population, h‘uu} ‘.\'lm‘a?
it would be found separated and cut off, if it committed the grave fault of
resting upon the sea. ‘ : e T s
An insnlar power, acting upon the continent, ought natur ally to ma “-

the diametrically opposite calculation, to the end, nevertheless, of apply
the s axiom, which prescribes to éach, fo seek s base upon the points
can be sustained by all his means of war, and find, at the same

T £ 1in ﬂ‘ﬁ'{"-‘.

A power, strong both upon sea and land, and whose numerous squad-

rons command a sea adjacent to the theatre of ope rations, might, indeed,

, still to base a small army of forty or fifty thousand men upon its
shore, by assuring it a well protected refuge, and supplies of every kind ;
but to rive such a base to continental masses of & hundred and fi thou-
sand men, en d with forces: disciplined and nearly eq ual in nt .m\v TS,
would ever be an act of folly. : 2

Meanwhile, as every maxim has its exceptions, there is a case In which
might be Erl‘hpw‘. to deviate from what .“\H have ,I ; -;‘ i;:n-il
carry ones operations to the 1 it is when we shounld have
do -\\iih an adversary little to be dreaded in , and when
decided masters of that sea, we could ~‘1- lw‘l"
that quarter, whilst it woul » difficult to do so in the inter:

Y T— \‘] \--.-] ‘[ is eTY Tar 1 Seo 1‘:.4.--‘ th
niry. Although 1 I

I d, it was, nevertheless, wha 1ap n the war ‘
1828 and 1829. All attention was .‘ upon Warna and
been main-

merely observing Shoomla, a system

tained in front of an European army,

had been held,
without exposure to a probable

Notwithstanding all tl

ie upon
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the fate of empires, this war was well conducted, saving a few faults ; the
army took care to cover itself by making sure of the fortresses of Brailef,
Warna and Silistria, then by preparing itself a depot at Sizipoli. Ag
so0n as it was sufficiently based, it pushed d
which previously would have been a folly.
in 1828, or had had two nionths more
terminated in this first campaign.

irectly npon Adrianople,
If it had not come from so far
f good weather, all would Lave been
Besides the permanent bases, which are ordinarily found established
on one’s own frontiers, of at least.in the country of an ally that can be
emporary ones, which depend upon
ountry ; but as these are rather tran-

counted upon, there are also eventual or t
operations undertaken in a hostile ¢

sient points of support we shall say a few words of them in g special arti-
ing the confusion which might result from a simili-

tude of denomination. (See article 23.)

cle, to the end of avoid

ARTICLE XIX.

STRA'LEGICAL POINTS AND LINES, DECISIVE POINTS OF

A THEATRE OF WAR, AND OBJECTIVES OF OPERATIONS.

There are strategic points ana lines of d

! ivers natures. Some receive
this name from the f

act alone of their situation, from which results all
their importance on the field o they are then permanent geo-

Others acquire their valge f
position of the hostil

he 1]L'.~f‘:{li1‘<] to form P
are strategic points of maneuwy

f operations ;
graphical stratesie points,
which they have with the
terprises which it should

rom the relations
e forces, and with the en-
against them : these, then,
re, and altogether eventual. Finally, there
1 lines which have but a secondary importance, and

others the importance of which i at once immense and incessant : these
1 - . - i ;
1ast I have named decisive strategic points.

are strategic points anc

I am about to endeavor to explain those relations ag clearly as I myself
conceive them, which is not always so easy as ig believed in such ‘atters

STRATEGY. L

Every point of the theatre of war which should have a military impor-
tance Jiih.‘-r from its situation at the centre of communications, or from

military establishments and fortified works of whatever d ion, which

would have an influence over the strategic field, will be, in reality, a ter-
ritorial or geographical strategic point. :

An illustrions general affirms, on the contrary, that every point which
mizht unite the above-mentioned condifions, would |'u'.\t be 1‘HE‘.ﬂl:Ll a F“;l:
tegic point, if it were not found in a*suitable _dn'x-rt:m: nn::t‘m-l‘\ _T]{,' fl:‘
operation which should be had in view. I shall be }mmnu_l-tl [r'r‘ltlj-l ..l[‘]l.l:
v different opinion, for a strategical point is always such ‘lrnm its nature,
and that one even which should be the farthest removed from the theatre
of first enterprises, could be drawn into 1t by the unexpected turn n‘fv-\'s‘m.ﬂ.
and thus acquire all the importance of which it wounld 1IT' >I|~rr']11'|hh-. ; It
had been more exact then, in my opinion, to say that all strategic points
were not decisive points.

"Strategic lines are equally either geographical or relative only to tem-
anceavres ; the first may be snbdivided into two classes, namely,
raphical lines which from their permanent llny‘m-l:uu-v. 1\1:L\|;_g to

@ points of the theatre of war,* and those which have value only
because [hv_\'l connect two strategical points together.
fear of confounding these different subjects, we shall freat sepa-
rately of the strategic lines which relate to a combined 1:1;mm|n'rr_-.‘1|1
order-to Timit onrselves hers to-what: concetrghe decibive ‘and _fﬂi{f'frhr‘c
points of the zone of operations upon which the enterprises will be di-
rected.
Althoneh ther 5
= eoine that everv obs \ 1 Ceessari o one of the decigive
i he tl - i nction to be made,

3 -.:‘.tjl ctive aim of

st place, id defining

poinis oi th

for all decisi

former,

gecond.

7 Pyt orrp {. mayv be river g S0
I think the > decisive strategic point, may be given to all tho

* 1 shall be reg
or objeetive point 1
to my readers. that ohje
muls, expressing the ol

It iz useless to observe
s, but a grammatical for-
And if the word decisive
be ohjected to, secing that a point by itself is y de , the word :-'.-:lp\rr‘.‘ar\r. may bf
substituted for it, although it does not express so strongly the idea which I attach to it.




