142 STRATEGY. -

Thus, in the physical sense, as in the didactic sense, the definition is
doubly inexact, but supposing it even tolerable, still it would be necessary
that a river, in order to be used as a line of operations for an army, should
always flow in the direction in which this army should march; and it is
almost always the contrary. The greater part of rivers are rather defen-
sive barriers or fronts of operations, which they could not be, and consid-
ered at the same time as lines of operations. The Rhine is a barvier for
France as for Germany ; the lower Danube is & barrier for Turkey and
Russia; the Ebro is a barrier for Spain, the Rhone is a barrier against
an army which should come from Italy to attack France; the Elbe, the
Oder, the Vistula, are barriers against armies marching from west to
east, or from east to west.

With regard to routes, the assertion is not more just, for it could not
be said that the hundred traveled roads through Suabia are a hwidred
lines of operations. There are, doubtless, no lines of operations without
roads ; but a road in itself could not be a line of operations.

I have enlarged somewhat upon this article upon lines

of opera-
tions, because I regard it as the corner-stone of

strategical movements,
and that it is important for the art not to allow sophisms to 1

e accredited.
The public will decide upon these controversies

; as for_myself, I have the
innate consciousness of having soucht in good faith to advanee the sci-
ence, and without being aceused of self-love, I think I may flatter myself
with having contributed thereto, 2

ABTICLE XXII.
STRATEGICA L LINES.

We have made mention, in Articles 19 and 21, of strategical lines of
mancenvre, which differ essentially from Hnes of operatio _:l-it will not he
or many military men frequently confound them,
Strategical lines are of

useless to define them, f

several kinds, as has been seen in Article 19.
Y -0 coetnle purselves i y s
‘We have not O\_f..u.‘l.bd ourselves with those which have a g@um‘a[ and
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permanent importance from their situation, and from their rf:I;n.is_.ns with
the configuration of the country, such as the lines of the Danube. or of the
Meuse, the chains of the Alps and the Balkan. As the latter fioure in
the number of the decisive points of the theatre of war, or in that of the
lines of defense of which we have already spoken, and as they are traced
by nature, we shall have nothing to say of them, for they could be sub-
jected to no other investigation than the detailed and profound study of
the military geography of Europe, and to a description, the immense scope
of which, it may well be supposed, does not accord with that of this sum-
mary ; the Arch-Duke Charles-has given an excellent model of this study
in his deseription of Southern Germany.

But we name strategic lines also, all the communications which lead by
the most direct or the most advantageous way from one importantspoint
to another, as well as from the front of operations of the army to all the
objective points which it may have the project to attain.

It is comprehended, therefore, that the whole theatre of war 18 found
furrowed with such lines, but that those which it should be wished to pass
over with any object whatever, are alone of any real importance, at least
for a given period. This fact will suffice to make comprehended the great
difference which exists between a general line of operations adopted for
a whole campaign, and those eventual strategical lines, changeable as the
operations of armies themselves,

Finally, independently of material or territorial strategical lines, we
have already said that there existed a kind of combination, in the dispo-
sition and the choice of those lines, which constitutes as many differ-
ent manceuvres, and we have named them strategical lines of manauvre.

An army which should have Germany for a general échequier, would

or else that between the Danube and the Main, finally, that between the

mountains of Franconia and the sea. It would have upon the zone

take for zone of operations the space between the Alps and the Danube

adopted, a simple line of operations, or at most, two concentric lines of
operations, it would have those lines interior and central, or else exterior ;
whilst it would embrace perhaps twenty strategical lines, one after anothér
in‘proportion as its enterprises should be developed ; it would have at
first one, for each of its wings, which would terminate in the general line
of operations; then, if it operate upon the zone between the Danube and
the Alps, it might adopt according to events sometimes the straterical
line which should lead from Ulm upon Donanwerth and Ratisbon, some-

times that which sliould lead from Ulm towards the Tyrol ; finally, that
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which should conduct from Ulm upon Nuremberg or upon Mayence, and
all accordibg as the turn of events should render necessary.

It may be affirmed, then, without incnrring the blame of creating a con-
fusion of words, that all the definitions given in the preceding article for
lines of operations, are necessarily reproduced for straterical lines, and
also the maxims which are derived from them. Those lines must be con-
centric when the object is to prepare for a decisive shack, then excentric
after the victory; strategical lines are rarely simple, for an army will
scarcely march 'upr_m a single road, but when they shall be double, triple,
quadruple even, they must also be interior if the forees of the armies are
equal, or exterior for those which should have a great numerical superi-

ity. 'We could, it is true, deviate at times from the too.strict applica-
tion of4his maxim, by throwing an isolated corps in an exterior direction,
even in case of an equality of forces, when it shall be the question to
obtain a great result without running great risks, but this is already en-
tering again into the category of detachments, which we shall treat sep-
arately, and could not be applicable to principal masses. Of course stra-
tegical lines couid not be interior in the case when our efforts should be
directed against an extremity of the hostile front of operations.

Departing from thenee, it will seem that all the maxims which we have
presented upon lines of operations, would be the only ones which we could
reproduce, and our readers will not blame us for sparing them their repe-
tition ; they can easily of themselves make the application of them.

There is, meanwhile, one which it is our duty to point out: it is that in
general, in the choice of momentary strategical lines, it is important to
;l\"lill wholly uncovering the line of operations and exposing it to the
enemy. This may be tolerated when it is the question to extricate one’s
gelf from a great danger®or to seek great results: but it is necessary at

least, even in this case, to prepare the means of escape by one of those
sudden changes of lines of operations which we have before indicated,
and it is important that the operation be not of long duration.

Let us apply those divers combinations to the lessons of history

the best means of comprehending them ; and let us take for first example

the campaign of Waterloo. The Prussian army had the Rhine for a base ;
its line of operations ran from Cologne and from Coblentz upon Luxem-
burg and Namur ; Wellington had Antwerp for a l);w-_ and for a lineof
operations, the short route to Bru The sudden attack of Napoleon
on Fleurus decided Blucher to recei \l battle ]).ll“d(]!\' to the English
base, and not to his own, for which he did not appear to trouble himself.
This was pardonable, because strictly he could always hope to regain
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Wesel or at least Nimeguen, and in the last extremity he would have
been ‘able even to seek a refuge in Antwerp. But if a Prussian army,

deprived of its powerful maritime allies, had committed such a fault, it
would have been annihilated.

Seaten at Ligny, and a refugee at Glembloux, then at Wavre. Blucher
had but three strategical lines to choose, that which led direct to Maes-
tricht, that which went farther to the north towards V. enloo, or else that
which led to the English ar my near Mont Saint-Jean. He audaciously
took the latter, and trinmphed by the application of interior strategic
lines, which Napoleon had neglected for the first time, perhaps, in his life

It will be admitted that the line followed, from Gembloux by Wavre,
upon Mont Saint-Jean, was neither the line of operations of the Prus-
sian army, nor a line of battle, but rather a strategie line of manceavre :
a central or interior line, audaciously chosen, in that the nataral line of
operations was left uncovered in order to seek safety in the important
junction of the two combined armies, which in reality rendered this reso-
lution conformable to the principles of war.

An example less happy was that of Ney at Dennewitz ; debouching
from Wittemberg upon the direction to Berlin, he prolonged himself to
the right in order to gain the extreme left of the Allies; but by this
movement he left his primitive line of retreat exposed to all the blows of
an enemy superior in numbers and in veteran troops. It is true that he
had the mission of putting himself in connection with N vapoleon, whose
project was to join him by Herzberg or Luckau; but then the Marshal
should at least have taken, from his first movement, all the logistical and
tactical measures for assuring this change of strategical line, and to have
informed his army of it. He did nothing of the kind, whether through
neglect, or from a feeling of aversion to every supposition of a retreat ;
the cruel losses which he sustained at Dennewitz were the sad result Uf
this imprudence.

- One of the operations which best retraces the different combinations of
strategic lines is that of Napoleon through the gorges of the Brenta in
1796. His general line of operations, n!wlmtmrr from the Appenines, led

- to Verona, where it stopped. When he had repulsed Wurmser upon Ro-

veredo and had resolved to penetrate into Tyrol in his pursuit, he pushed
into the valley of the Adige to Trent and the Lavis, where he learned that
Wurmser had thrown himself by the Brenta upon the Frioul, without
dotbt to take him in reverse. There were but three courses to choose :
to remain in the narrow valley of the Adige at the risk of being com-
promised there ; to retrograde by Verona to meet Wurmser ; or else, what
was grand, but rash, to throw himself after Wurmser in that valley
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of the Brenta enclosed by rocky mountains, and the issues of which eounld
be barred by the Austrians.

Napoleon was not a man to hesitate between three such alternatives ;
he left Vaubois upon the Lavis to cover Trent, and threw himself with
the remainder of his forces upon Bassano; the brilliant results of this
bold movement are known. Surely the route from Trent to Bassano was
not the line of operations of the French army, but a strategic line more
audacious still than that of Blucher upon Wavre. However, it was a
question only of three or four days operation, at the end of which Napo-
leon would either be conqueror or vanguished at Bassano ; in the first ease
he opened his communication direct with Verona and w ith his line of ope-
rations, in the contrary case he regained Trent in all haste, where, rallied
upon Vaubois, he would equally fall back upon Verona, or Peschiera. The
difficulties of the country which rendered this march audacious under one
aspect, favored it also under another ; for Wurmser, though even he had
triumphed at Bassano, could in no wise disturb the return upon Trent,
no road permitting him to anticipate Napoleon in that direction. There
would have been only the case in which Davidovich, left upon the Lavis,
should have driven Vaubois from Trent, which would have somewhat
embarrassed Napoleon ; but that Austrian general, beaten anteriorly at
Roveredo, ignorant for several days of what the French army was doing,
and believing that he had it all upon his back, would scarcely have thought
of retaking the offensive when Napoleon, repulsed at Bassano, would
already have retarned. Even though Davidovich had advanced to Rove-
redo, facing Vaubois, he would there have been surrounded in that gulf
of the Adige between the two French masses which would have made
him undergo the fate of Vandamme at Culm.

I have enlarged upon this incident to show that the calculation Of
time and distances, joined to a great activity, can cause to succeed enter-
prises in appearance altogether imprudent. T conclude from thence, that
it is sometimes permitted to throw a army momentarily on a direction
which would uncover its lines of operations, but that all measures should
be taken that the enemy do not profit from it. as much by the rapidity of
its execution, as ]"\ clx monstrations whic *h n::\[‘rht [lg_t_‘m\e ]-“m: and leave

him in ignorance of what is passing.  Meanwhile, it is one of the most

hazardous of manceuvres, and one which should never be resolved upon
but in urgent cases. d

We think we have sufficiently demonstrated the divers combinations
which those strategic lines of manceuvre present, in order that each of
our readers may be able to appreciate their difforent species and the max-
ims which should preside over their choice.

BTRATEGY.

ARTICLE XXIII.

MEANS OF ASSURING LINES OF OPERATIONS BY

TRANSIENT BASES OR STRATEGICAL RESERVES

When you penetrate offens ively into a country, you may, and you
ought even, to form eventual bases which,

without being either as strong
or as sure as those of your own frontiers, can nevertheless be considered

as temporary bases ; a line of river with fétes de ponts, with one or two
large cities secure from a coup de main for covering the grand de
the army, and to serve for the union of the
an excellent base of this kind.

pots of
the troops of reserve, may form

Such a line, however, conld not of eonrse serve
a hostile force were found in proximity with the li
should eonduct from this supposed base fo the re

as a transient base, if
ine of operations which
al base of the frontiers,
Thus Napoleon would have had a good real base on the Elbe. in 1813, if
Austria had remained neutral : but this power h.um'r declared against
him, the line of the Elbe being taken in revers
good pivot of operations for fa
gerous in the end, if one cl

5¢, Was no longer but a very
voring a momentary enterprise, but dan-
chanced to sustain there a notable check.

Now as every army beaten in a hostile coun try may always be exposed

to cut it off from its frontiers

n the country, it must indeed be ac knowledged
that those remote :nmpnmn bases will

to his adversar ¥ mar 1rLun1m=r in 2 manner
if it persisted in remaining

be rather mome ntary points of
bt 2

Support than real bases, and that they enter in some sort into the cates rory
of eventual lines of defense, o 3

However this ms ay be, we cannot either flatier ourselves with always find-

ing, in an invaded country, Posts secure from insult, fit to offer as points
I

of support suitable for forming even a temporary hase. In

might supply it by the establishment of a strategic reserve, an invention

altogether peculiar to the modern system, and I}
the inconveniences of which deserve to be exam

this case we

e advantages, as well as
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STRATEGICAL RESERVES.

Reserves play a great part in modern wars; scarcely was there an idea
of them formerly. From the government which prepares the national
reserves, down to the chief of a platoon of skirmishers, each at this day
wishes to have his reserve.

Besides the national reserves, of which we have spoken in the chapter
on military policy, and which are only raised in urgent cases, a wise gov-
ernment takes care to assure good reserves for completing the active
armies ; it is, then, for the General to know how to dispose of them when
they are in the circumference of his command. A State will have its
reserves, the army will have its own,each army corps, and even each divi-
gion or detachment will not fail either to assare itself one.

The reserves of an army are of two kinds : those which are in the line
of battle, ready for combat, those which are destined to keep the army
full, and which, whilst organizing, may occupy an important point of the
theatre of war, and serve even as strategical reserves. Doubtless many
campaigns have been undertaken and brought to a successful close with-
out such reserves being thought of ; their establishment also depends, not
only upon the extent of the means that can be disposed of, but still more
upon the nature of the frontiers, and the distance which separates the
front of operations, or the objective aim from the base.

However, so soon as the invasion of a country is decided upon, it is
natural to think of the possibility of being thrown back upon the defen-
sive. Now, the establishment of a reserve intermediate betwe«a the base
and the front of operations, offers the same advantage as che reserve of an
active army will procure on the day of battle ; for it can fly to the impor-
tant points which the enemy should menace, without enfeebling the acting
army for that purpose. In truth, the formation of such a reserve will re-
quire a certain number of regiments which must be drawn from the
active army ; meanwhile it cannot be denied that a rather large army has
always reinforcements to expect’ from the interior, recruits to instruct,
moveable militia to exercise, regimental depdts and convalescents to turn
to account ; in organizing then a system of central depéts for laborato-

ries of munitions and equipment, by can to be united to those depots

U the detachments going to and returning from the army, joining thereto
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merely a few battalions of good troops, to give a little more consistency,
a reserve would thus be formed from which eminent services might be
drawn.

In all his campaigns, Napoleon never failed to organize them ; even in
1797, in his audacious march upon the Noric Alps, he had at first the
corps of Joubert on the Adige, afterwards that of Victor, returning from
the Roman States to the environs of Verona.. In 1805, the corps of Ney
and Augeran alternately played this part in Tyrol and in Bavaria, as
well as Mortier and Marmont around Vienna.

Napoleon, marching to the war of 1806, formed such reserves on the
Rhine ; Mortier used them for subjecting Hesse. At the same time
second reserves were formed at Mayence under Kellerman, and came, as
fast as they were formed, to occupy the country between the Rhine and the
Elbe, whilst Mortier was called into Pomerania. When Napoleon de-
cided to push upon the Vestula at the end of the same year, he ordered,
with a great deal of ostentation, the union of an army of the Elbe; its
force was to be sixty thousand men, its object, to cover Hamburg against
the English, and to impose upon Austria, whose dispositions were as
manifest as her inferest.

The Prussians had formed a similar oneé at Halle in 1806 ; but it was
badly placed ; if it had been established upon the Elbe, at Wittenberg or
Dessan, and had done its duty, it would, perhaps, have saved the army, by
giving to the Prince of Hohenlohe and Blucher time to gain Berlin, or
Stettin at least. :

Those reserves will be especially usefal in countries which should pre-
sent a double front of operations; they can then fulfill the double destina-
tion of observing the second front, and of being able at need to concur in
the operations of the principal army, if the enemy chance to menace its
flanks, or if a reverse forced it to approach the reserve. It is useless to
add, that it is necessary, nevertheless, to avoid falling into dangerous de-
tachments, and whenever those reserves can be n]i.c]w.n.qwl with, it will be
necessary to risk it, or af least to employ them only at the depot. It is
scarcely but in remote invasions, or in the interior of one's own country,
when it is menaced with invasion, that they seem useful, for if war be

.nade at five or six marches only from the frontier, in order to dispute an

k

f!!l_!:i""ill ]H"J\'.l!l“‘-. hose reserves would be an altogether superfluous de-
tachment. In your own country you can most frequently n’..i.c[_-\-n\-,\- with
them ; it will only be in the case of serious invasion, when you will order
new levies, that such a reserve, in an intrenched camp, under the protec-
tion of a place serving as a grand depot, will be indispensable. It is for
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the talent of the general to judge of the opportuneness of the reserves;
accordine to the state of the country, the depth of the line of operations,
the nature of the fortified points which should be held therein; finally,

according to the proximity of any hostile province. He will also decide
upon their position, and the means of turning to account LlE*tii['l]ll}E‘t]l‘S
which would enfeeble the active army less, than if drawn from choice
divisions. .

I shall be excused from demonstrating that those reserves ought to oc-
cupy the most interesting strategic points which should be found between
the real base of the frontiers and the front of operations, or between the
objective point and this same base ; they will guard the strong-holds if
there be any already subjected’; they will observe or invest those which
shall not be so ; and if none are possessed to serve as points of support,
they ean labor in tracing at least a few intrenched camps or tétes-de-ponts,
to i:ruloct the grand depots of the army, and to double the strength of
their own position. !

For the rest, all that we have said in Article 20 upon lines of defense
relative to pivots of operations, may also be applied to transient bases,
as well as to strategic reserves, which shall be doubly advantageous
when they shall posses such pivots well situated.

ARTICLEXXIYV.

OF THE ANCIENT SYSTEM OF WARS OF POSITION, AND

THE PRESENT SYSTEM OF MARCHES.

We understand by the ancient system of positions, that ancient man-
ner of making war with armies encamped in tents, living by their moga-
zines and their bakeries, reciprocally watching each other, the one for
besieging a place, the other for covering it ; the one coveting a small
province, the other opposing its designs by selfstyled impregnable posi-
tions ; a system which was generally in practice from the middle ages down
to the French revolution.
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In the course of this revolution great changes supervened; but there
were at first divers systems, and they were not all improvements in the
art. In 1792, war was commenced as it had been finished in 1762 : the
French armies encamped under their places, and the Allies encamped for
besieging them. It was not until 1793, when it saw itself assailed within
and without, that-the republic threw a million of men and fourteen armies
upon its enemies ; of necessity other methods were to be taken: those
armies having neither tents, nor pay, nor magazines, marched, bivonacked
or cantoned ; their mobility was increased by it, and ‘became an instru-
ment of suceess. Their tactics’ changed also; their chiefs held them in
columps, because they are more easy to manage than deployed lines, and
by favor of the broken country of Flanders and the Vosges, where they
fought, they threw out a part of their forces as skermishers to cover their
columns.

This system, which was born thus of circumstances, succeeded at first
beyond all expectation ; it disconcerted the methodieal troops of Prussia
and of Austria, as well as their chiefs : Mack, among others, to whom the
successes of the Prince of Coburg were atiributed, angmented his reputa-
tion by publishing instructions for extending lines to the end of opposing
a thinner order to those skermishers! The poor man had not perceived that
the skermishers made the noise, but that the columns carried the positions.

The first generals of the republic were fighting men, and nothing more -

he principal direction came from Carnot and the Committee of Public
Safety ; it was sometimes good, but also frequently bad. Tt nmust be
owned, nevertheless, one of the best strategical movements of this war
came from him; it was he who directed, at the end of 1793, a choice re-
serve suceessively to the succor of Dunkirk, Maubeuge and of Landau -
s0 that this small mass, transported by post, and seconded by the troops
already assembled on those places, succeeded in causing the French terri-
tory to be evacuated.

The campaign of 1794 began badly, as has already been said ; it was
the force of circumstances which led to the strategical movement of the
army of the Moselle upon the Sambre, and not a premeditated plan ; for
the rest this movement decided the success at Fleurus and the conquest of
Belginm. 1In 1795, the French committed such great faults, that they
were imputed to treason ; the Austrians, on the contrary, better directed,
by Clairfayt, Charteler and Schmidt, than by Mack and the Prince of
Coburg, proved that they had some conception of strategy.

Every one knows that the Arch-Duke triumphed in 1796, over Jour-
dan and Moreau, by a single march, which was the application of interior
lines.
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Until then the French armies had embraced great fronts, either more
easily to obtain provisions, or that their generals imagined they were do-
ing well in patting all their divisions in line, leaving to their chiefs the
care of disposing of them for combat as they could, and keeping in reserve
but slender detachments incapable of repairing any thing, if the enemy
chanced to overthrow a single one of those divisions.

Such was the state of things when Napoleon made his debut in Italy;
the rapidity of those marches ronted the Austrians and Piedmontese from
the commencement of his operations ; for, disengaged of all useless mate-
rial, he surpassed the mobility of all modern armies; he conquered the
Peninsula by a series of strategical marches and combats.

His movement upon Vienna in 1797, was a rash operation, but legiti-
mated perhaps by the necessity of conquering the Arch-Duke Chatles be-
fore the arrival of the reinforcements coming from the Rhine.

The campaign of 1800, more characteristic still, signalised a new era in
the projection of plans of war, and in the directions of lines of operations;
from thence date those bold objective points, which have in veiw nothing
less than the capture or destruction of armies, and of which we have spoken in
Article 19. Orders of battle were equally less exténded, the organization of
armies into corps of two or three divisions, became more rational. The
system of modern strategy was from that time carried to its zenith, for
the campaigns of 1805 and 1806 were only corollaries of the great pro-
blem resolyed in 1800.

With regard to tactics, that of columns and of skermishers, which Na-
poleon found quite established, suited too well the broken country of
Italy not to be adopted.

At this day there presents itself a grave and capital question, it is to
decide whether the system of Napoleon is suitable to all capacities, to all
epochs, and to all armies; or if, on the contrary, it were possible that
governments and generals could return to the methodical system of wars
of position, after having meditated upon the events of 1800 and 1809.
Let us compare, in fact, the marches and encampments of the Seven
Years War, with those of the seven weeks war, (an epithet which Napo-
leon gave to the campaign of 1806,) or with the three months which
elapsed from the departure from the camp of Boulogne in 1805, to the
arrival upon the plains of Moravia, and let us decide then whether the sys-
tem of Napoleon is preferable to the ancient one.

This system of the French Emperor was to make ten leagues a day, to
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combat, and to canton afterwards in repose. He has himself told me that
he recognized no other kind of war than this,

It will be objected that the adventurous character of this great captain
was joined to his personal position, and to the situation of minds in
France, to excite him to do what no other chief would have dared to do
in his place, whether he were born upon a throne, or whether he were a
simple general under the orders of government. If this is incontesta-
ble, it appears to me true also, that betwéen the system of immoderate in-
vasions and that. of positions, there is a medinm, so that, without imitat-
ing his impetuous audacity, it will be possible to follow the routes which

he has trodden, and that the system of wars of posi

.

tion will ])]U!!&JI!‘\' be
proscribed for a long time, or at least considerably modified and improved.

Doubtless, if the art is found enlarged by the adoption of the system of
marches, humanity will lose therehy more than it will !

gain, for those rapid
incursions, and those bivouacs of considerable masses, feedi

ng from day'to
day upon the same countries which they invade, do not hadly recall the
devastations of the peoples which overran Europe from the 4th to the
13th century. However, it is little probable that they will be renounced
80 soon, for a great trath has been at least demonstrated by the wars of
Napoleon, it is that distances conld no longer secure a country from in-
vasion, and that States which wish to secure themselves from it, ought to
have a good system of fortresses and lines of defense, a good system of
reserves and military institutions, finally,a good system of Em!;"\': There-
fore, the populations organize themselves every where i!llq]l!i[il‘{;!. toserve
as reserves to the active armies, which will maintain their force upon a
footing more and more formidable ; now, the greater armies are the more
necessary the system of rapid operations and prompt denouements
becomes.

If, in the sequel, social order recovers a calmer tone, if nations, instead
of combatting for their existence, fight no longer except for relative in-
terests, to round their frontiers, or to maintain the European equilibrium ;
then a new law of ndtions may be adopted ; and it will perhaps be possi-
ble to put armies upon a less exaggerated footing. Then also, in a war
of power against power, armies of eighty or a hundred thousand men may
be seen to return to a mixed system of war, which would hold the ]m-d:'“‘l.‘-
ground between the volcanic incursions of Napoleon, and the impossible
system of the Starke Positionen of the last century. Until then we must
admit this system of marches which has produced so great events, for the
first who should dare to renounce it in presence of a capable and enter-
prising enemy, would probably become its vietim.
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By the science of marches, we do not understand at the present day,
simply those minute details of logistics which consist in well combining
the order of troops in column, the time of their departure and arrival, the
precautions necessary in their journey, the means of communication, either
between themselves, or with the pdint which is assigned them, these are
all things which make an essential branch of the functions of the staff.
But, besides these very material details, there exists a combination of
marches which belong to the grand operations of strategy. Forexample,
the march of Napoleon by the St. Iivrum}], to fall npon the communiea-
tions of Melas ; those which he made in 1805 by Donauwert, to cut off
Mack, and 1806 by Gera, to tarn the Prussians ; the march of Suwaroff
to fly from Turin upon Trebbia to meet Macdonald; that of the Russian
army upon Taroutin, then upon Krasnoi, were decisive operations, not
from their relations with la logistique, but from their relations with
strategy.

However, properly considered, those skillful marches are never but
means of putting in practice the various applications of the principle
which we have indicated, and which we shall yet develope; to makea fine
march, is then nothing else than carrying the mass of one’s forces upon the
decisive point ; now, the whole science will consist in determining well
that point after the manner we have essayed to demonstratein Article 19.
In fact, what was the march by the St. Bernard, if not a line of opera-
tions directed against an extremity of the strategic front of the enemy,
and from thenge upon his line of refreat? What were the marches to
Ulm and Jena but the same mancuvre? What was the march of
Blucher to Waterloo, but the application of the interior strategical lines
recommended in Article 227

Hence it may be concluded, that all strategical movements which tend
to direct the masses of an army successively upon the different points of the
hostile front of operations, will be skillful marches, since they will apply the
general principle indicated, page 81 , by putting in action the mass of
forces upon fractions merely of the hostile army. Fhe operations of the
French at the end of 1793, fron Dunkirk to Landau, those of Napoleon
in 1796, in 1809 and in 1814, may be cited as models of this kind. It
would be useless to enlarge npon those combinations, since they enter by
their applications in the series of maxims already presented.

We shall observe, nevertheless, that there exists a species of marches
which have beer. designated under the name of flank marches, and which
we conld not-pass over in silence. In all times they have been presented

as hazardous manceuvres, without any thing satisfactory having ever been

—y
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written on this subject. If we understand thereby tactical manceuvres
made in view of the hostile line of battle, doubtless sggh a flank move-
ment is a very delicate operation, although it succeeds at times; but if or-
dinary strategical marches are meant, I can see nothing dangerous in a
flank march, unless the most common logistical precautions have been
neglected.
always to be separated by an interval of about two marches, (counting the
distance which separates the respective advanced guards, from the enemy
and from their own columns.) « In such a case there could exist no real
danger in the strategical journey from one position to another.

There are two cases, nevertheless, wherea flank march seems altogether
inadmissible : the first is that where the system of the line of operations,
of the strategical lines and front of operations, should all present the flank

to the enemy in the wh e of an enterprise. Such was the famous

111'“,]1%'1 )| 1;1::1'5'1‘.5[le upon IA'i[\‘«’. without }JL'EH‘: disquieted about Dres-

1
1 +}

den and the two hundred and fifty thousand men of Napoleon, a project
]
h

which, resolved upon at Trachenberg in the month of August, 18

would probably have been fatal to the allied armies, if my soliditations made
at Jungferteinitz, had not caused it to be modified. The second case is
vhen we should have a remote or deep line of operations, like that of Na-

poleon at Borodino ; especially if this line of operations offered still but a

single suitable ien every flank movement which should
leave it exposed, would be
3 where secondary communications ghould be numer-

less dangerous, becanse at need one could

e of line of operations if he were repulsed.

physical and moral of armies, the more or less energetic cl
of the chi nd of

p“l’lli!l‘.’lll"* of such movements.

s troops, could also have an influence upon the op-

In fact. the often cited marches of Jenaand of Ulm were veritable flank
manceuvres, quite like that upon Milan after the passage of the Chiusella,
and like that of Marshal Paskiewics for crossing the Vistula at Ossiek ;
every one knows how they snceeeded.

t is otherwise with tactical movements, made by flank in presence of
the enemy. Ney was punished for this at Dennewitz ; Marmont at Sala-
manca. and Frederick the Great at Kollin,

Meanwhile, the manceuvre of Frederiek the Great at Leuthen, become
so celebrated in the annals of the art, was a veritable movement of this
kind, (see chapter VI, Treatise on Grand Operations ;) but skillfully cov-

ered by a mass of cavalry, concealed by the he s, and operated against
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an army which remained immovable in its camp, it had an immense sue-
cess, because, ajgthe moment of the shock, it was really the army of Daun
which lent the flank, and not that of the king. Moreover, it must be
owned also, that with the old system of moving by lines at platoon dis-
tance, in order to form, \\;thmmlvp]m ment, by a right or left into line of
battle, the movements parallel to the hostile line are not flank marches,
since then the fiank of columns is, in reality, nothing else than the line
of battle.

The famous march of Prince Eugene in sight of the French camp, for

turning the lines of Turin, was much more extraordinary still than that
of Leuthen, and was not less successful.

In these different battles, T repeat, they weretactical and not strategical
movements ; the march of Prince Eugene, from Mantua upon rl'urh:w'.ts
one of the greatest strategical operations of the age ; but the movement
here alluded to was that made on the eve of the battle for turning the
French camp. For the rest, the difference of results which those five
days present, is an additional proof that in this point also tactics is
variable.

With regard to the logistical part of marches, although it forms but
one of the secondary branches of the military art, it is 50 closely con-
nected with great operations, that it may ‘)(3'1‘{‘_'.':‘51"]-(:(] as the executive
part of them ; hence I believe it my duty to say a few words of it, uniting

it in Article 41, with some ideas upon la logistique in general.
2 :

ARTICLE XXV,
MAGAZINES AND THEIR RELATIONS TO MARCHES

The combinations which are most nearly connected with the system of
marches, are those of magazines, for, in order to march quickly and for
long time, provisions are necessary ; now the art of subsistine

e conntry especially, is one of the most difficult.
ence of a commissary general of

a
army, in a hostil
subsistence has its special treatises, to
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which we shall refer our readers, limiting ourselves to indicating what it
has in common with strategy.®

The system of supply of the ancients has never been well known, for, all
that Vegetius says of the administration of the Romans, does not suffice
1o discover to us the machinery of a subject so complicated. A phenom-
enon which will ever be difficult to conceive, is that Darius and Xerxes
were able to subsist immense armies in Thrace, (Romelia,) whilst, in our
day, one would have difficulty to subsist there thirty thousand men. In
the middle ages, the Greek: emperors, the barbarians, and still later, the
crusaders fed there also considerable masses of men.

Omsar has said that war ought to nourish war, and it is hence generally
concluded that he always lived at the expense of the country which he
passed over.

The middle ages were remarkable for their great migrations of all kinds,
it would be very interesting to know exactly the number of Huns, Vandals,
Goths and Mongols, which successively traversed Embpe, and how they
lived on their marches.

Tn the earlier times of modern history, it is to be believed that the
armies of Francis First, crossing the Alps to enter fertile Italy, did not
carry great magazines in their trains ; for they were only forty or fifty
thonsand men strong, aud such an army is not embarrassed with living in
the rich valleys of the Ticino, and of the Po.

TUnder Louis XIV and Frederick IT, more considerable armies, fighting
on their own frontiers, lived regularly by the magazines and bakeries
which followed them ; which constrained much their operations, by pre-
cluding them from moving from their depots beyond a space propor-
tioned to the means of transportation, to the quantity of rations which
they carry, and to the number of days which was necessary for the vehicles
to go and return from the camp.

In the Revolution, necessity caused these magazines to be despi

large armies, invading Belgium and Germany withont p‘-v»\'w'nm. lived

sometimes among the inhabitants, sometimes by forced requisitions upon
the country, finally, by marauding and ]ull.wo In march cantoning
among the inhabitants is very possible in Belgium, in Italy,in Suabia,
upon the rich banks of the Rhine and of the I‘mmln- especially if the
army, marching by several eolumns, does not exceed a hundred or a hun-
dred and twenty [hnu.\.un] men : but it becomes very difficult in other coun-

{-General of the Russian armies coul
factory on the art of admini;

ing the subsistence department
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tries, and impossible in Russia, Sweden, Poland, and in Turkev. Tt is
conceived with how muek more velocity and impetuosity an army acts,
when it has no other calculation to make than that of the \‘i;or of
the limbs of its soldiers. This system gave great advantages to ‘f\'ﬁpo-
leon; but be abused it, by extending it upon a large scale; and in
countries where it was impracticable.

T'he general of an army ought to know how to make all the existing
. i : : how existing
resources of the country he invades concur in his enterprises ; he mustem-

lne anth - H = 3 ;
ploy the authorities, when they remain therein, to levy uni

Fnk ; rm and legal
requisitions, which he will ca

to be paid for when he has the means of
80 doing ; when the authorities do not remain, he should establish pro-
visory ones, composed of the notables, and clad with

o extraordinary
powers. He will cause those provisior

s required to be collected upon

e 1 2 ARy e
poinis the most favorable to the movements of the army, according to the

prineiples of lines of oper: . To the end of hushandine the supplies
he will cause to be ¢ ol thaveits i ' gy
I., will t].u! e to be cantoned in the cities and villas the greatest possi-
sle m r3 of troops, securine an i ity he i i {
number 71.4‘11‘::.:. » securing an indemnity to the inhabitants for the
sarcharge which will result therefrom. The army

aty , besides its provigions
and for

o wil " 3

g ge, will have 1J.um of auxiliary carriages furnished by the country
ecdee Fhat +h = 3 7 4

in order that the proy may reach it wherever it should remain sta-

tionary .

It is as difficult to establish 1

ules as to what it would be prudent to un-
dertake, wi

thout forming magazines in advance, as to trace the exact de-
marcation befween the possible and imposgible. The conntries, the sea-
sons, the force of the armies, the spirit of the population, all vary in
these combinations ; but we may establish as E“'M:‘.!"d_l maxims : :

1. That in fertile and populous countries, the inhabitants of which
should be hostile, an arm 1 hundred or a hundered and twenty thousand
men moving t he enemy, but yet sufficiently distant t¢ embrace
without danger, a certain extent of cou , may march during the whole

time at 9 oriven onarati -
1me¢ T]].il i Fiven operation ”pl' req \'I'l.t]'.\\‘\lr“' 118 resources ]]'(ll'llll'ti'

country. Now, as a first operation never re guires more than a month for
the bulk of its masses to be in motion, it will suffice to provide ‘m‘. 1;'4"-11"‘
‘-nmpiil'nﬁll‘ the evéftual necessitfes of e .
of the forces which should be oh]
For example, the army of Na
Mack therein, migl

the army, and especially for those
.' ary at the same point.
apoleon, half united around Ulm, to blockade
1 of biscuit until the surrender of the city,
operation might fail.

During this , it would be n

and if it were ws

. e cessary to apply one’s self to collect-
. W L R PR L Y : & j
Ing, with all possible activity, the resources which the country offers, in
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order to form magazines of reserve, and to relieve the wants which the

army should experience after the suceess of the operation, whether for con-

centrating in positions of repose, or for departing from thence, and march-
o to new enterprises.

The magazines which should have been collected by purchase, or
requisitions upon the country, ought to be disposed as much 2s poss ible
in echelons, on three different rays of communieations, which will facili-
tate on one &ide the supply of each of the wings of the army, and on the
other the greatest possible extension of the sphere of successive requisi-
tions ; finally, the means of better covering, if not the whole, at least a
good part of the line of depdts. With this last aim it would not be use-
Jess that the depdts of the two wings should be establ lished on rays con-
verging towards the principal line of operation, which will ordinarily be

found to be that of the centre. By this precaution two real advantages
will be obtained, the first, of placing the magazines in greater .-uunl}

. from the insults of the enemy, by augmenting the distance which sepa-

rates them from him; the second would be to facilitate the concentric
movements in rear, which the army might execute, in order to unite on a
single point of the line of operation, with the objeet of falling in its turn
upon the enemy, and of wresting from him, by seizing again the initiative
of attack, the momentary ascendancy which he should have acquired.
4. Tn countries where the population is too sparse, and the soil little
fertile, an army will I-:wk liw IIlll\l L":‘-'I“Il"n:l resources ; hence it will be
azines, and to carry along
rup,l].‘ s of reserve sufficient.to g1v at need, to fall back upon the
base of its g:‘;lml depots:
5. In national wars, and in countries where the whole population flies
and destroys every thing, as has happened in Spain, Portugal, Russia
and Turkey, it is impossible to move without being followed by regular

magazines, and without having a sure base of supplies in proximity \\alh

the front of operations, which re nders a war of invasion much more
cult, not to say impossible.

6. Tt does not suffice to assemble immense provisions, 1h~-"r: is yet necs-
sary the means of cansine them to follow the army,#hd it is in this that
consists the greatest difficulty, especially when it is wished to march to
brisk and rapid enterprises. In order to facilitate the march of the mag-
azines it i necessary, in the first 13‘1' e, to compose them of the most por-
table provisions, such as biscuit, rice, &ec. ; then it will be necessary to
have military carriages which unite lightness and solidity, to the end of

being able to pass over all kinds of roads. It is important, also, as we
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have said, to collect the greatest number possible of the vehicles of the
country, taking care that the proprietors or conductors be well treated
and protected by the troops ; parks of them will be formed in echelons in
order not to remove them too far from their homes, and to have
resources husbanded.
dier to carry for a

suceessive
Finally, it will be necessary to habituate the sol
few days biscuit, rice, or even flour, in default of other
provisions.

7. The neighborhood of the sea offers very great facilities for the sup-
plying of an army ; that one which is master

of the sea, it scems oucht
never to want for anything.

However, this advantage is not without its
inconvenience for a great continental army, for with the objec

t of remain-
ing in sure relations with its magazines, it will all

ow itself to he drawn
into carrying ifs operations upon the shore, which would expose it to
cruel disasters, if the enemy acted with

the mass of his forces upon the
extremity opposite to the s

ca.® If it remove too far from the shore. it

may then be exposed to see its communic

cepted, and the material means of every kind must of necessity be aug

mented in proportion as it shall so remove itself,
8. The continental army, which shall employ the sea to facilitate its

arrivals, must not negleet to have its prineipal base of operations by land,

with a reserve of supplies, indepenc . i

lent of maritime means, and a line of
retreat upon the \'\ll't'mi(_\' of

its strategical front opposite the sea.

9. The rivers or navieable
allel with the routes whic
would furnish,

streams, whose course should be nearly par-

h should serve as a line of operations to an army.,
as well as canals, great facilities for the transportation ;:[
are not comparable to those which
1ey would, notwithstanding, ]
» with reason that lines of operations parallel to a
river are the most favorable, especially in that they render
great diminution of the embarr
but so far from the river being within its
as has been pretended, it would b

provisions ; and although these means
great navigation procures, tl )e very valuable.
It is concluded thence

arrivals more
easy, and permit a ssment of carriages :
If the true line of operations,

ilways to have care that the
greater part of the troops should be able to keep removed from it, to the
end of preventing g enemy, coming to attack them in fo .
tremity opposite to the river,

C nece

rce on the ex-

from placing them in a position quite as fata]

as if they were hemmed in upon the sea.

ET etween European nations which
1EUvTe ; one might de st Asiatic and Turkizh

» field : they sither inst
be feared in the fi 3 they b neither instruetion nor troops capable ot
ults which should be comp d before them

ations menaced or even inter-.
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Tt must be observed, however, that in s hn.ct.ile CO‘.lll.lh'}' ii_ ; vo}ry rmje
to be able to profit by a river for the urrl\'nllol provisions, ;fi[ Tm?auf
of the destruction of its vessels, or her:uufe light corps uug_"jf L.le-),:.i
navigation. In order to render it sure n. would be neu?.:lr:..‘lj;’ c‘n'lm'
c-ur}'r.:;- upon the two banks, which is not \\"nhnm dmm‘:l', as j\{-?n{-;y‘. .\‘1 :
rienced at Dirnstein. In a friendly orallied country the case is diflerent,
and the advantages of rivers are more real. fis

10. In default of bread or biseuit, flesh upon the foot has oftfu‘rlllﬂ‘u_:l
for t-h(.* immediate wants of an army; and in populous @unh;&;.\t n{laisi
are always sufficiently abundant to pl'(m\'idf\ it for smm-r tlm‘:‘. ]_‘,.ur .t‘l: :\
l'osnur(\‘:; are soon exhausted, and they drive tr(rr_?ps to mmﬁ:mt }-1:%];];1 f“_r
important, then, to regulate by all means pu‘ié-ﬂ)h‘.' thuﬂ rL}FI;n{ :“h..lm;m

beasts, to pay for them if practicable, an‘d especially to l."ll!.\‘t ]IL - U%
to be followed by bullocks bought out of the sphere of the marche
the army. : :

I (-:m‘ld not terminate this article without citing a saying nf ?n]:InII(:n:l:
which will appear strange, but which, however, hiu. |17.~«' j_f()ﬁlil -ltl( |“..1,_.1;L;,)
heard him say that, in his first cmn;ufign;. the host 1»-. :\;‘111} ;ff:ldh-]; ““..”
well provided that, when he found l|111!>.L"If unﬂ.ull'r:'t»v: i'_,} u_wll {.w“‘“;
he had only to throw it upon the rear of IPN) enemy, W n‘ctt ;01 ‘;1][\..‘“,3
to find c\'u;‘v thing in abundance. A maxim whu:h it \.\ f;"ll -: ;w}n .) H,:{.,.ﬂ

absurd to l;;\' down as a system, but which lo_x‘phuns pv? ].1,1]]?. }ll_\,;. .y
of more than one rash enterprise, and which demonstrates he C

veritable war differs from too measured calculations,

ARTICLE XXVI.

e ” TRRISES O
FRONTIERS, AND THEIR DEFENSE BY FORTRESSES OR

.'- AOIQ
INTRENCHED LINES. WAR OF SIEGES.

to cover

3 stinations to fulfill, the first, is
Fortresses have two cap:f&l destinations to fuli i

C BT8 the secon t vOor arati . = *
econd, 1o Ia the operations flr an Army it
the fror 83 ! 3€C } favo J

field.




