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have said, to collect the greatest number possible of the vehicles of the
country, taking care that the proprietors or conductors be well treated
and protected by the troops ; parks of them will be formed in echelons in
order not to remove them too far from their homes, and to have
resources husbanded.
dier to carry for a

suceessive
Finally, it will be necessary to habituate the sol
few days biscuit, rice, or even flour, in default of other
provisions.

7. The neighborhood of the sea offers very great facilities for the sup-
plying of an army ; that one which is master

of the sea, it scems oucht
never to want for anything.

However, this advantage is not without its
inconvenience for a great continental army, for with the objec

t of remain-
ing in sure relations with its magazines, it will all

ow itself to he drawn
into carrying ifs operations upon the shore, which would expose it to
cruel disasters, if the enemy acted with

the mass of his forces upon the
extremity opposite to the s

ca.® If it remove too far from the shore. it

may then be exposed to see its communic

cepted, and the material means of every kind must of necessity be aug

mented in proportion as it shall so remove itself,
8. The continental army, which shall employ the sea to facilitate its

arrivals, must not negleet to have its prineipal base of operations by land,

with a reserve of supplies, indepenc . i

lent of maritime means, and a line of
retreat upon the \'\ll't'mi(_\' of

its strategical front opposite the sea.

9. The rivers or navieable
allel with the routes whic
would furnish,

streams, whose course should be nearly par-

h should serve as a line of operations to an army.,
as well as canals, great facilities for the transportation ;:[
are not comparable to those which
1ey would, notwithstanding, ]
» with reason that lines of operations parallel to a
river are the most favorable, especially in that they render
great diminution of the embarr
but so far from the river being within its
as has been pretended, it would b

provisions ; and although these means
great navigation procures, tl )e very valuable.
It is concluded thence

arrivals more
easy, and permit a ssment of carriages :
If the true line of operations,

ilways to have care that the
greater part of the troops should be able to keep removed from it, to the
end of preventing g enemy, coming to attack them in fo .
tremity opposite to the river,

C nece

rce on the ex-

from placing them in a position quite as fata]

as if they were hemmed in upon the sea.

ET etween European nations which
1EUvTe ; one might de st Asiatic and Turkizh

» field : they sither inst
be feared in the fi 3 they b neither instruetion nor troops capable ot
ults which should be comp d before them

ations menaced or even inter-.
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Tt must be observed, however, that in s hn.ct.ile CO‘.lll.lh'}' ii_ ; vo}ry rmje
to be able to profit by a river for the urrl\'nllol provisions, ;fi[ Tm?auf
of the destruction of its vessels, or her:uufe light corps uug_"jf L.le-),:.i
navigation. In order to render it sure n. would be neu?.:lr:..‘lj;’ c‘n'lm'
c-ur}'r.:;- upon the two banks, which is not \\"nhnm dmm‘:l', as j\{-?n{-;y‘. .\‘1 :
rienced at Dirnstein. In a friendly orallied country the case is diflerent,
and the advantages of rivers are more real. fis

10. In default of bread or biseuit, flesh upon the foot has oftfu‘rlllﬂ‘u_:l
for t-h(.* immediate wants of an army; and in populous @unh;&;.\t n{laisi
are always sufficiently abundant to pl'(m\'idf\ it for smm-r tlm‘:‘. ]_‘,.ur .t‘l: :\
l'osnur(\‘:; are soon exhausted, and they drive tr(rr_?ps to mmﬁ:mt }-1:%];];1 f“_r
important, then, to regulate by all means pu‘ié-ﬂ)h‘.' thuﬂ rL}FI;n{ :“h..lm;m

beasts, to pay for them if practicable, an‘d especially to l."ll!.\‘t ]IL - U%
to be followed by bullocks bought out of the sphere of the marche
the army. : :

I (-:m‘ld not terminate this article without citing a saying nf ?n]:InII(:n:l:
which will appear strange, but which, however, hiu. |17.~«' j_f()ﬁlil -ltl( |“..1,_.1;L;,)
heard him say that, in his first cmn;ufign;. the host 1»-. :\;‘111} ;ff:ldh-]; ““..”
well provided that, when he found l|111!>.L"If unﬂ.ull'r:'t»v: i'_,} u_wll {.w“‘“;
he had only to throw it upon the rear of IPN) enemy, W n‘ctt ;01 ‘;1][\..‘“,3
to find c\'u;‘v thing in abundance. A maxim whu:h it \.\ f;"ll -: ;w}n .) H,:{.,.ﬂ

absurd to l;;\' down as a system, but which lo_x‘phuns pv? ].1,1]]?. }ll_\,;. .y
of more than one rash enterprise, and which demonstrates he C

veritable war differs from too measured calculations,

ARTICLE XXVI.

e ” TRRISES O
FRONTIERS, AND THEIR DEFENSE BY FORTRESSES OR

.'- AOIQ
INTRENCHED LINES. WAR OF SIEGES.

to cover

3 stinations to fulfill, the first, is
Fortresses have two cap:f&l destinations to fuli i

C BT8 the secon t vOor arati . = *
econd, 1o Ia the operations flr an Army it
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The defense of the frontiers of a State by places is in general a some-
what vague thing ; doubtless, as we have said in the €ll‘t?ﬂ.‘](} on Iir;ec of
defense, there are some countries, the approaches of which, covorodﬁ by
,L;“l'(':l'l natural obstacles, offer very few accessible points \\‘h]’(‘}.‘l it W(Jll‘lil b~e
possible still to cover by works of art; but in open countries the thing is
more difficult. The chains of the Alps, of the Pyrannees, those less be’e-
vated of the Crapacks, of the Riesengebirg, of the Erz 'Uo-l;."rff -(;f t;'
Rohmerwald, of the Black Forest, of the Voswes and of the Ju.rz' are ‘lﬁ
more or less susceptible of being covered by ‘good system of'. pl:;.(.'(t: ‘(I
do not speak of the Caucasus,as elevated as the Q‘l‘f“{ i

. 1t Alps, because i
will never probably be the theatre of : v

: ategical operations.)
Of all those frontiers, that between France and Piedmont was the best
covered ; the valleys of the Stura and Suza, the passes of the \err"ﬁt "
of Mount Genevre, of Mount Cenis, alone rej b
with forts in masonry, then considerable places were found in the outlets

of the valleys into the plains of Piedmont ; nothing appeared more diffi-

aro,
uted practicable, were covered

cult to overcome. »

However, it must be owned, those fine defenses of art never wholly pre-
vented an army from passing, first, because the little forts that m

: may be
constructed in the o

: : l"_f-'l',u'!.‘-* are susceptible of being carried, then because
some road, judged impracticable, is always found where an audacious ené
1”_;‘- succeeds, by foree of labor, in opening himself an issue, 'I“}rc-r: .
of the Alps by Franeis 1., so well deseribed by Gaillard, that of {]lm \[
3:;1'11:1?{1 by Napoleon ; finally, the expedition by the Splugen, so well 1
m.ﬂ“"i by Mathiew Dumas, prove for the rest I.1|i>' truth :_m: .r;mu 'l"t'ﬁi
,\:‘l!lfﬂl‘l}ll‘ passes wherever a man can plant his foot ! a r:n'lximl cf} .-N.ME
a I]TT]L' exaggerated, but which characterizes that great f‘lllﬂ“l‘il] ‘;npl \'11.1'1{;.
he himself has applied with so much success! We 4"‘111‘*‘1\' I ‘{l \' e
a few words upon this mountain warfare. 7 5 S ot

R A
Other countries are covered by great rivers, if

. z not immediately in fir
line, at least in second <l

i ; . It is astonishing, meanwhile, that those Tines
vhich soem 80 wall calealata ” : G R
i 1 seem nl\.n] calcuinted to separate nations, without interrupting

"ie o sreial relatinna } ; 3
heir ¢ mmercial relations and neighborhood, form 1o part of the real
line of frontiers ; fdl#it could not he i
separated Bessarabia from the

said that the line of the Danube
e . i r Ottoman T':mlli!‘z' g0 long as the Turks had
ooting in Moldavia. In the same manner, the Rhine was never s |
S e | : > e Was never a reg
frontier between France and Germany. since the French had for a ]

% L German, : 2 I ad for a long
right bank, whilst the Germans had Maye .

bourg, and the fétes de ponts of Manheim and Wesel

time places on t
nce, Luxem-

upon the left bank.

I owever, ]Ft(’ ) ne, C ¥ viOL 4
i ['11] 10 e .[L 1§ HJE' l 10ne lh(} [ oo, fhe Odel,
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the Vistula, the Po and the Adige are no part of the lines of first frontier,
that does not prevent fortifying them as permanent lines of defense, upon
all the points where they can offer a satisfactory system of defense, for
covering the front of operations.

One of the lines of this kind, whieh may be cited for an example, is that
of the Inn, which separated Bavaria from Austria ; flanked on the south
by the Tyrolean Alps, on the north by the mountains of Bohemia and by
the Danube, its front, which is not extensive, is found covered by the
places of Passau, Braunau and Salsburg. Lloyd compares, somewhat
poetically, this frontier to two impregnable bastions, the curtain of which,
formed by three fine places, has for ditch one of the most impetuous of
rivers ; but he has exaggerated a little those material advantages, for the
epithet impregnable, with which he decorates them, has received three
cruel denials in the campaigns of 1800, 1805 and 1809.

"The greater part of European States, far from having frontiers as for-
midable as those of the Alps and of the Inn, present countries with open
plains, or mountains accessible upon a considerable number of points ;
our project not being to offer the military geography of Europe, we shall
limit ourselves to presenting the general maxims which may be applied to
all countries indiscriminately.

When a frontier is fonnd in open country, it is necessary to renounce
the idea of Making of it a formal and complete line of defense by multi-
plying therein too many places, which require armies to garnish their
ramparts, and never definitively prevent an entrance into the country. It
will be wiser to content one’s self with establishing a few good places,
skilfully chosen, not merely for preventing the enemy from penetrating,
but for augmenting the obstacles to his march, at the same time protect-
ing and favoring, on the contrary, the movements of the active army
charged with repulsing him.

Fortresses have then a manifest influence upon military operations, but
the art of constructing them, of attacking and defending them, belonging
to the special arm of the engineers, it would be foreignito our object 1o
treat of those matters, and we will limit ourselves togxamining the points
in which they pertain to strategy.

The first is the choice of the site where it is suitable to construct one.

The second is the determination of the cases in which we may neglect

places o pass beyond, and those in which we are forced to besiege them.

The third consists in the relations existing between the siege of the place

and the active army which is to cover it.
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As much as a well situated place favors operations, tothe same degree
those established out of important directions are fatal ; they are a scourge
for the army which must be enfeebled for gnarding them, and a sconrge
for the State which expends soldiers and money in pure loss. .

I venture to affirm that many placeg in Europe are in this category.

It is true that a place is rarely of itself an absolute obstacle to the
march of a hostile army, it is incontestible that it constrains it, that it
forces it to detachments, to detours in its march; on the other side, it
favors the army which possesses it by giving to it all the opposite advan-
tages ; it will assure its marches, will favor the debouch of its columns, if
it be on a river ; will cover its magazines, its flanks and its movements;
finally, it will give it a refuge at reed.

very near each other, is a calamity; this system has been falsely imputed

The idea of girding all the frontiers of a State with strong places

to Vauban, who, far from approving ity disputed with Louvois upon the
great number of useless points which that minister wished to fortify. The
maxims of this part of the art may be reduced to the following prin-
ciples:

1. A State ought to have places disposed in echelon upon three lines
from the frontier towards the capitol.* Three places in the first line, as
many in the second, and a grand place of arms in the third. line, near the
centre of the power, form a system nearly complete for each part of the
frontiers of a State. If there be four such fronts, that willemake from
twenty-four to thirty places.

It will be objected, perhaps, that this number is already very considerable,
and that Austria even hasnot so many. But it is necessary o consider that
France has more than forty upon a third only of her frontier, (from Be-
gangon to Dunkirk), without there yet being sufficient in third line, at the
centre of its power. A committee assembled, some years sinee, to deter-
mine upon those fortresses, concluded that it was necessary to add still
more. That does not prove that there are not already too many, but that
rather there are some wanting upon important points, whilst that those of

th

2 first line, too much acenmulated, ought to be maintained because they
s o Clor X

ering that France has two fronts, from Dunkirk to Basle,
S Y ala pp . 4 ¥ - 1

one from Basle to Savoy, one from mavoy to Niee, besides the altogether
time line of the coasts, there

sanarats R o ™
separate line of the Pyrannees, and the n
results that it has six fronts to cover, whi

* The memorable campaign

1f the Porte had had

: ef n, and a fine place near Faki, we should
not have arrived at Adrianople, and events might have becn complicated.

good forts in masonry in
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fifty places. FEvery military man will agree that these are a's man;ias
are necessary ; for the front of t‘-witzerl-.md' ‘ancl the cot .01 tl‘;e rmlam
require less than those of the uoﬂla—m;.t. I'he e.x;&'n'[latl thmr?r 1.nuofc Lj-
that they attain their object, is to es ablish them according t.,r) a \\{-' (:l‘m..-.
bined gystem. If Austria had a lgg considerable luu|mbe‘r of 1:}-.“-‘:‘5. it -15
i'-m:uusr; che was sarrounded by the small States of the iwrnmmvc _L|:!1|_:1-:,
which. far from menacing her, put their own fortresses at her disposition.

Moreover, the number indicated expresses only t!r.lt.'whia-]‘l[:?.ppu;l‘rs
necessary for a power presenting four fronts nv;ln‘iy u!laul Eil'(-lt‘\.l_‘ _I;P,n,:tl.:,-
The Prussian monarchy, forming an immense front .1l'ﬁl‘.1 l\um_t:-.-]i“(.l‘r )
t.‘.ru- oates of Metz, could not be fortified upon 1.hv sdine system Cl:- . _x J-ljt:,:
.‘.lhi.'lli or Austria. Thus the geographical tl:~'1:~.~'1'.1u:...~'. or the (-xu-m:_
extent of certain States, may cause this number to be diminished or aug-
mented, especially when there arc maritime places to add 1.he reto. .

9 Tortresses ought always to be const ructed upon '111(\. nn{)-‘u‘tall'fl ‘\Tl_-‘l-
ll":'.'il‘:ll points designated in Article XTIX, : Under the T-:\l"lu‘-?‘l »-:-L'{L_u;]:l:
we onght to endeavor to place them in preference on a site WHICL 18

1 -ould render its block-
hi acilitating , debouch, would render its
comthanded, and which, facilitating the debouc

ade more difficult. : 1
. aither for a3 m de-

2 Places which unite the greatest advantages, either for their own l ¢
e 1& o L - L - = 5 : % : . »;“ )
srations of the active armies, are Incontestibly

: £ <5
‘ense, or favoring the Opt
i, ; : as to command both

those whitlkare found so placed on great rivers as iC At
banks : Mayence, Coblentz Strasbourg, comprehending K ehl, are true mo
yanks ; Mayence, UobIentz, s i

els of this kind.
¢ be acknowledged also, that places estab-

This tr admitted, it mus
fegiee e . the advantage of com-

i . o Mvoers have
lished at the confluence of two Zre at rivers h Ve i :
operations, which angments their import-

anding three different fronts of :
v y Mayence, when it yet had

. (the place of Modlin is a case in point.
ance ; (the place of Mo loft bank of the Maine, and Cassel on the

P Gustavsbur the
the fort of Gustavsburg on o il

right, was the most formidable place of arms in Europe ; hsn“ -
e - a it 3 1 1ave
\ sire a garrison of twent o-five thousand men, a State could Do v

I“t‘<11 ¢ & gt S01 AR
many of that extent. - ;
‘ ial yopulous cities, offer

"he great places surrounding commercial anfl populous cities, Ol
3 gTel aces £ g
bt E I ¢ much preferable to the small, especially
army ; they are g
resources for an army ; they

when the aid of the citizens can yet by
rison: Metz arrested all the power 0

whole year the operations of Fugene 1 jes. In the late wars .

- vk of the French armies. he late wars

anv es the bulwark of the e T

e ad by becanse all the masses of ]',‘ull-]h' pre {il)lmlu,l
ITL[jFL’i Y Cl L

e counted upon to second the gar-
f Charles V.; Lisle suspended for a
and Marlborough ; StrasBourg was

places were
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themselves in arms upon France ; but could an army of one hundred and
fifty thousand Germans, which should have before it a hundred thousand
French, penetrate with impunity to the Seine, neglecting such well fur-
nished places? This is what I should be careful not to affirm, »

5. Formerly war was made by plaggs, camps and positions ; in latter
times, on the contrary, it has been made only with organized forces, with-
out being troubled either by material obstacles or those of art. To fol-
low exclusively the one or the other of those systems would equally be an
abuse. The true science of war consists in taking a juste milieu between
these two extremes.

Doubtless the mostsimportant thing will be always to aim first at com-
pletely defeating and dissolving the organized masses of the enemy which
should hold the field ; to attain this decisive end
by ; but if only a partial success were obtained, then i would become
imprudent to pursue an excessive invasion.
the situation and the

fortresses may be passed

For the rest, all depends upon
respective. strength of the armies, as well as the
spirit of the populations.

Austria, warring alone against France, conld not repeat the
of the grand alliance of 1814, Moreover, it isy
soon see fifty thousand French ri
in the heart of the

operations
robable that we shall not
sking themselves beyond the Norie Alps,
Austrian monarchy, as Napoleon did in 1797 %
events depend upon a cone
tion to common rules,

Sueh

urrence of circumstances which form an excep-

6. It will be conclude

d from what precedes, that I
tial support, but that the abuse
of adding to the forces of

laces are an essen-
of them would he injurious, sinee instead
the active army, it weakeng by dividing them ;

g with reason to {]"[[‘u_\' the }]h.-'FI']F'.' I.HI'I‘('.-I in ”lﬁ
field, may without danger glide between geve

this end, having care
not in the meanwhile
like the Danube, th
of the places situaty

that an army, seekir

ral places in order to attain
Ver o cause them to be observed : 1
invade a hostile country |
* Rhine and the Elbe

hows hat it could
Y crossing- a great river,
, Without reducing, at least
d upon that river, to the end of
line of retreat; maste

one

having an assured
:r of one such place, the army can then continue the
offensive, at the same time employing its siege materig] to the successive
reduction of the othep fortresses : the acting army shall

* I do not blame Napoleon for havi
iim thirty-five ti
the Rline .
inforcements. and pushed his
whie!

ecdents and the res

id Austrians, w
French general attae

§ nothing before
tin the rules, on aee unt of the ante-

pective posi @ two parties,
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advance, the more able will the siege corps be to fatter itself with termi-
nating the enterprise without being obstructed.

(i ;11' great places are much more 1}!'11';1:11;1_-mml- than .~nmf.l—. \\'1111111]-111::33
populatifn is friendly, it must be admitted :I.F‘-l'. that E,hl‘ l-.;lm- u)m\- \:_im
meanwhile their degree of importaneg@mot for arresting I. e 'j“,l tu‘_ ; -
might easily mask them, but for favoring the up\-r:njmn of an f{[;\ .m 1151 )
field : the fort of Koenigstein was as useful to 1].19 French in l t‘}...ll‘-.-‘uwg
vast place of Dresden, because it procured l.h!: tete f.f(.‘ p.u_;r ‘n]]u-xn‘ 1: M,] .l;
In mountainous countries, small forts well situated are worth .l.-. m 1 _‘!H.;
places, for the question is only to close passages, and not to s 1‘\7 ,::]n‘,
refage to an army ; the small fort of Bard came near arresting the army
of l-}nimp;u'lu in the valley of Aosta in 1800. . s ot

8. It must be deduced hence that eaeh part of 1h1l: il'“!!l’]l‘ln. U“l ‘.‘-.“;[al.
ought to be interspersed with one or two great }u:iﬁ‘:-'.- ~j! I;i;-[..l;_ieﬂ.‘r ‘11‘;
secondary places, and even with >1:n:.11II posts ]n‘wpm“ :HJ‘ _til; ‘iuh ,:JML
operations of the acting armies. 1‘111‘--.4 .:m'ru.nwh:ul Y \1 Ll~ : :I‘m},\, .1:".
low ditch, may even be very useful in th.z_- interior ”t, the u»Ll.”'_r.‘er
placing therein depots, storehouses, magazines, lunlmu_lml = .~i I‘Il:.‘.“,, -
the light ecorps which should scour !ln‘llin-lltlt-['}‘: l--]u-mad'} '1! .l‘_::lk:“LLhO
them were confided to the moveable militia, in order not to we:

E !'.!:..\ -"rl’i‘:ll places situated out of strategical directions are a real misfor-
tune for the {S¥te and the army. ' prasupareie

10. Those which are on the banks of the sea can have :I [. '.\_ }“,'_“”]13
in the maritime combinations of war, or !‘L'JI' Illllf_’:\vlﬂlll‘r_‘ - 11 .l.l‘.-'\t;‘”i.. .1-.-:\ ;.-L-t
disastrous for a continental army, in offering to it the ¢ w;)l{ _l‘l]‘“ll- -L;-;Iz.i.-:
of a support. Benningsen came near ru]nprrru_mm-.: tl!;w;‘“ ‘l‘;.:,{];n,‘“;.-“:l]
in basing himself in 1807, upon l('srlnl-,r.-'iln-1:1-:i. l'i-rl':ililri;-lﬂ‘-] .\,.lm;. i.;\.i.‘.“’ @

at city gave for supplying himself. the Russian army, instes
tl""'\]l:t':;Ier;[:;';l’:;lI:-'_:. "lIHII] "';1'1',.1 ll.pn'll Smolenzk, had ;'h*I!.":‘!] i\.! :JH-HHI:"[ .lT?I‘” I}I:N‘ril
Dunabourg and Riga, it would have 1'm1‘ the risk of lr-‘lff: 1t-lfllul-»n ack
upon the ;1‘:1. cut off from all its bases ﬁE‘ power, and :kmm i :u; nti.‘l ODert

With regard to the relations which !‘:\'1-\'1 between sieges and the opers
tions of active armies, they are of two kinds. “ e e

If the army of invasion can dispense with :1'!mc-1\'1ln'_f lni;- [lvt1]tl=: {\\“I-]-Il[}:

; i rith blockading them, or s as
11 ]?un‘-,._. by, it v:}:lm-;lal Ih:_]l]:,“ﬁii““1.:};1,;‘“E;l\j{:‘:;l e
observing t 3 1 e case 1I i

upon a small space, it will be

& il

sezsary to leave a whole corps under

S according to cirenm-
ief invest or observe them .h.um.l.n'c t

I e chief who shall invest or obse

the same chief who shs

stances
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When the army of invasion decides to attack a-place, a sufficient corps
iz charged specially with laying siege to it according to rules; the re-
mainder of the army may either continue its offensive march or take posi-
tion for covering the siege.

Formerly the false system prevailed of investing a place by a whole

army, which buried itself in lines of Circumvallation and countervallation, -

requiring as much expense and trouble as the siege itself. The famous
affair of the lines of Turin, 1706, where the Prince Fugene of Savoy
forced, with forty thousand men, a French army of seventy-eight thousand,
well intrenched, but which, having six leagues of fortifications to guard,
found itself everywhere inferior, suffices to destroy this ridiculous system

Therefore, notwithstanding thc-_]u.at admonition which is experienced at
the recital of the marvellous works executed by Cimsar for investing Ali-
sum, and in spite of all that Guichard has said of it, no general of our
day would take it into his head to imitate that example.* However,
whilst censuring lines of circumvallation; it is necessary to acknowledge
the necessity for an investing corps, to double the force of its }':u.-ilin';n-_t
by detached works, which should command the issues by which the garri-
son or snecoring troops could disturb it, as Napoleon did at Mantua, and
the Russians at Varna. Be that as it may, experience has demonstrated
that the best means of covering a siege is to defeat and pursue as far as
possible the corps of hostile troops which should cover it, It is that
which should be adopted, unless the numerical inferiority dlfthe forces he
opposed.to it. In this case it is necessary to take a strategic position
which covers the avenues by which the syee oring army could arrive, and
as 500D as it approaches, it is proper to unite as much as possible of the

siege corps with the army of ohservation, in order to fall upon the first,
and to decide, by a vigorous bl

ow, whether the siege can be continued or
not. Bonaparte, before Mantua, in 1 796, has given the model of the

wisest and most skilful operations which an army of observation may

undertake ; we refer our readers then to w hat we have said of it ir the
history of the wars of the Revolution.

* L'nnhnnun-]l F feTTec AP i Fe.
=i b el 1 to here ; we should not neglect to fortify a position of
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INTRENCHED LINES

Besides lines of circumvallation and countervallation, of which we have
spoken above, there exists anotherggind, which, more vast and extensive
still, belong in some sort to permanént fortification, since they are to cover
a part of the portion of a State

The system of such intrenched lines is as absurd, as a fortress or in-
trenched camp constructed to serve as a momentary refuge to an army, is
advantageous.

It is conceived that the question here is not of a line of intrenchments
of little extent, which would close a narrow gorge ; this enters into the
system of forts, like that of Fussen or of Charnitz, of which we have
spoken ; but the question is of lines extended over several leagues and des-
tined to close the whole of a section of frontier, as for example those of
Wisesmburg ; covered by the Lautern which runs before the front, sup-
ported on the Rhine at the right and the Vosges at the left, those linos
seemed to fulfill all the conditions necessary for being secure from attack,
and yet they were forced as often as they were assailed.

The lines of Stollhofen, which played upon the right of the Rhine the
same part as those of Wissemburg upon the left, was not more fortunate.
Those of the Queich and of the Kinzig had the same fate.

The lil‘)f Turin, (1706) and those of Mayence (1795), though
destined to serve for circumvallation, offer a complete analogy, to all pos-
gible lines, if not by their strength, at least by their extent, and by the
fate which they experienced.

However well supported these lines may be by natural obstacles, it is
certain that independently of their great extent, which paralyses their de-
fenders, they will almost always be susceptible of being turned. To be
buried thus in intrenchments where we could be outflanked, enveloped
and compromised, and where we are always forced in front even though
we should be secure against being turned, is then a manifest folly, which
it is to be hoped will never occur again.

Be that as it may, we shall give, in the chapter on tacties (Art. 36),
some notions upon the manner of attacking or defending them.

Meanwhile it will not be nseless to add here, that as ridiculous as it
would seem at this day to bury ourselves in continuous lines, equally ab-
surd would it be to neglect the use of detached works for angmenting the
strength of a siege corps, the security of a position, or the defense of ¢
defile which enters, for the rest,into the categories of which we shall lflat
further on.
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ARTICLE XXVII.

&
RELATIONS OF INTRENCHED CAMPS AND TETES
DE PONTS WITH STRATEGY.

It would be misplaced to give here details upon the situation of ordina-
ry camps, upon the disposition and formation of advanced guards, as well
as upon the resources which field fortifications offers for the defending of
posts. Intrenched camps alone belong to the combinations of grand tac
tics, and even of strategy, by the support which they lend momentarily to
an army.

It will be seen, by the example of the camp of Buntzelwitz, which saved
Frederick in 1761, by those of Kehl and of Dusseldorf in 1796, that such
a refuge may have a great importance. In 1800, the intrenched camp of
Ulm gave Kray the means of arresting for a whole month the army of
Moreau upon the Danube. It is known how many advantages Welling-
ton derived from that of Torres-Vedras, and thoze which Shog rocured
the Turks, for defending the country between the Danube and*the Balkan.

The regulating principle to be given upon this matter, is that camps be
established upon a point at once strategical and tactical ; if that of Drissa
was useless to the Russians in 1812, it is becanse it was placed out of the
troe direction of their defensive system, which was to pivot upon Smo-
lensk and Moscow ; it was therefore necessary to abandon it at the end of
a few days.

The maxims which we have given for determining great decisive points
in strategy, may be applied to all intrenched camps, for it is upon such
points merely that it is proper to place them. The destination of these
camps varies ; they may serve equally as points of departure for an offen-
sive operation, as tétes de ponts for debouching beyond a great river, as
supports for winter cantonments, finaily as places of refuge for a beaten
army.

Meanwhile, however good may be the site of an intrenched camp, we
may be assured, unless it be, like that of Torres-Vedras, on a peninsula,
backed, against the sea, and destined fo protect the re-embarkation of an
insular army, it is very difficolt to find a strategical point secure from
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being turned by the enemy. So soon as such a point can be turned either
by the right or by the left, the army which occupies it will be forced to
abandon it, or run the risk of being invested therein; the intrenched camp
of Dresden offered in 1813 an important support to Napoleéon for two
months ; as soon as he was outflanked by the Allies, it had not even the
advantages which an ordinary pla€é would have procured, for its extent
caused to be sacrificed to it two corps d'armée which were lost in a few
days, for want of provisions.

In spitesof these truths, it must be owned that intrenched camps, being
seldom destined but to procure a temporary point of support for a defen-
sive army, they may always accomplish their object, though even the enemy
might be able to pass beyond them strategically; the essential thing is
that they be not liable to be assailed in reverse, that is to say that all its
faces be equally seeure from a sudden attack, and besides that they be in
proximity with a fortress, either for securing the magazines therein, or for
covering the front of the camp most adjacent to the line of retreat.

In general such a camp, situated upon a river, with a vast téte de pont
on the other side to command the two banks, and placed near a great
fortified ecity offering resources, like Mayence or Strasburg, will assure to
an army incontestable advantages ; but it will never be more than a tem-
porary refuge, a means of gaining time and of assembling reinforcements ;
when it s be the question to drive away the enemy, it will ever be
m-:.‘t-;s;:r_v&mo recourse to open field operations.

The second maxim which may be given upon these camps, is that they
are especially favorable for an army at home, or near its base of operations.
If & French army threw itself in an intrenched camp on the Elbe, it would
none the less be rained for it,so soon as the space between the Rhine and
the Elbe should be occupied by the enemy. But if it were found even
momentarily invested in an intrenched camp under Strassburg, it could
with the least succor retake its superiority and hold the field : the hostile
army which should be invested, itself placed in the middle of France,
between the succoring corps and that of the infrenched camp, would have
much to do to repass the Rhine.

Thus far we have considered these camps under the exclusively strategi-
cal point of view. Meanwhile several German generals have pretended
that intrenched camps were calculated to cover places and to prevent their’

which appears to me a little sophistical. Doubtless a place will }w
asy to besiege so long as the army shall remain encamped upon its
glacis, and it may be said that those camps and places lend each other a

mutual support. But in my opinion the true and principal design of in-
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trenched camps will always be to give at need a temporary refuge to an
army, or will be an offensive means for debouching upon a decisive poiut
and beyond a great river. To bury anarmy under a place, to expose it to
be outflanked and cut off, merely to retard a siege, appears to me an act
of folly. Tln'-:; will cite the example of Wurmser who, they say, prolong-
?d for several months the resistance of Mantua : but did not his army poi
ish therein ? Was this sacrifice in reality useful? I donot think s, for
the place having been once delivered and re-vietualed, and the siece park
having fallen into the power of the Austrians, the attack was ol)i}gnftl to
!ne changed fo a blockade : now, as the place could only be taken bs fam-
111;‘-..:\'urmsur ought rather to have hastened its sun\:mler -thun 1:eta1'du
ed 1t.

'I‘hf‘ intrenched camps which the Austrians had established before May-
'Em: 11 1795 would have prevented, it is true, the siege of that city if the
French had had the means of making it, at least m long as lllL: Rhine
should not have heen crossed. But so soon as J:mrd:m_.ki‘n contempt of
_ilm[ camp, showed himself on the Lahn, and Moreau in the Black Forest,
:i \\'1‘L-' necessary to raise it and to abandon the place to its own d(.‘lll.‘n::l“.
There \\'ﬂi.llll be then only the case where a fortress were found situated
u[.mn a point so extraordinary that it became impossible to pass beyond
\\'I{h.mlT_ taking it, that we could construct an intrenched camp with the
special destination of preventing its attack. What place in Europe can
flatter itself with occupying such a site ?

Far then from sharing the idea of those German authors, it appears to
me on the contrary that a question of considerable importance in 1'00:;'11'(1
to the establishment of those intrenched camps in transient fortiﬁcaiiou
under places in reach of a river, would be to decide, whether it were bet:
nr that the camp be situated upon the same bank as the place, or rathe;
{l the latter should not be found on the opposite bank. In t110 ;‘&‘Hi‘ \‘thr;
it jh{nl]rl‘ 1"“ indispensable to choose between these two pru]m:\-i‘timns. in
default of being able to situate the place in a manner to embrace the two

hanks at th e, I shot 1} €31 e CC €

§ € same. tim \]l 1]'1 not ]l !
to 10Un fo i I er

course. 3 ¢

In fact. in order to  sewv
fact, lhl order to serve as a refuge or to favor a debouch, it is very
necessary that the cs o , i 1 . .
¥ that the camp be beyond the river on the side of the enemy : in

this case the princinal ds 1 {
the principal danger to be feared would be that the enemy should

ake tha et 1
take the camp in reverse by passing t
; .

ow if the pl he river some leagues farther off:
1 e place were found on the sar 2 ; .
! he same side as the camp 3
no use to him, whereas if it were fi e as the camp, it would be of
’ reas il 1t were found constructed on the opposite bank

‘n front of the camp, it woul 1 . &
: € camp, it would be almost impossible to take it in reverse.
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Thus the Russian army, which could not kold the camp of Drissa twenty-
four honrs (in 1812), would have been able to brave the enemy therein 11-4-
a long time, if a place had existed on the right bank of the Dvina in
order to put the rear of the camp under shelter. Thus Moreau braved for
three whole months all the effortsg of the Arch-Duke Charles at Kehl,
whereas if Strassburg had not been on the opposite bank, the camp could
easily have been turned by a passage of the Rhine.

In truth it would be desirable that the camp should have also its pro-
tection upon the same bank, and under this aspect a place holding both
banks would well fulfill the double destination. That of Coblentz, recent-
Iy constructed seems to mark the epoch of a new system : that which the
Prussians have adopted at this place, and which participates at the same
time of intrenched camps and permanent places, would merit a profound
examination: but if this vast establishment offers some defects, it may be
affirmed nevertheless that it would also offer immense advanfages to an
army destined to operafe on the Rhine.

In fact, the inconvenience of temporary intrenched eamps established
on great rivers, is that they are scarcely useful except when they are found
beyond the river, as we have said. Now in this case, they are exposed to
all the dangers resalting from a capture of the bridges, which might plece
the armygin the same positionas that of Napoleon at Essling, and would
leave it ed to a total want of provisions or munitions, as well as to
the perils of an attack by storm from which field works would not always
be secure. The system of detached forts in permanent fortifications, such
as has been applied at Coblentz, offers the advantage of averting these
dangers, by putting the magazines under shelter of the city—situated upon
the same bank as the army, and by guaranteeing the latter against an at-
tack. at least until the establishment of the bridges. If the city were on
the right bank of the Rhine, and there existed only an intrenched camp
of field works on the left of the river, there would be on the contrary no

positive security, either for the magazines or for the army.

In the same manner if Coblintz were a good ordinary fortress, without
detached forts, a considerable army would not find therein an asylum so
easily, and especially would it have much less facility for debouching there-
from in presence of an enemy. However if Coblentz is a formidable estab-
lishment the fortress of Ehrenbreitstein, which is to protect the richt banks
is defective in being of so difficult access that the blockade of it would be
all the more easy as the debouch for a considerable army conld be effect-
ively disputed.
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The new system employed by the Arch-Duke Maximiliun for fortifying
the intrenched eamp of Linz by means of towers in masonry has been
much spoken of for some time past. AsI am only acquainted with it by
hearsay I could not reason upon it particularly. I only know that the
system of towers which I have seen employed at Genoa by the skillful
Colonel Andreas, has appeared to me susceptible of being turned to ac-
count and improved. I have been assured that the towers constructed at
Linz sunk in the ditches and covered by the glacis, had the advantage of
giving a razant and cross fire, and of being concealed from the divect shots
of the enemy’s cannon. Such towers well flanked and connected by a para-
pet, may make a very advantageous eamp but always subject nevertheless
to the inconvenience of closed lines. If the towers are isolated and cov-
ered with care in the intervals by field works which could be thrown up
in time of war, they will be better doubtless than a camp covered merely
by fléches and ordinary redoubts, but they do not seem to offer as many
advantages as the great detached forts of Coblentz. These towers are
forty in number, armed each with six pieces which can be econcentrated
on whichever side may be desired ; their fire may be crossed; they are
connected by a palisaded covered way, and by a broad ditch. There are
besides a fort or cidatel and three great towers on the left bank of the
Dmuube. Whatever defect may be found in such an establishment, there
is no doubt that it would have exercised a great influence upon.the events
of 1805 and 1809 if it had existed at that epoch, for the sf ic point
is the best chosen, as well as all those of the other establishments which
Anustria has made since 1814.*

For the rest localities enter for much in the choice of the different Sys-
tems, and the essential problem to resolve, for such establishments “ is to
give with the least possible expense a temporary shelter to an army, with
every security for one’s depéts and every facility for debouching offensive-
Iy, when the opportune moment shall have arrived.” Now a system may
fulfill this objeet whatever otherwise may be its defects against & regular

attack.

A,

TETES DE PONTS.

OF all the works of field fortification there are nome as important as

. The difficulties which the passage of rivers and especially

% See note at the end of the volume,
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of ereat rivers offer when they have place in front of an enemy, suffice to
demonstrate the immense utility of tétes-de-ponts; we can indx.-u‘d do Im_u:h
better without intrenched camps than without these works, for in putting
vour bridees secure from insult you secure yourself against all the disastrous
chances which could result from the forced retreat upon the banks of a
river. g

When those tétes-de-ponts serve as a redoubt to a large il]lrl-'tl(‘hel"l
camp they are then doubly advantageous ; they will be triply so if they
embrace likewise the bank opposite to that where the camp should be seat-
ed. since then these two establishments will lend each other & mutual sap-
port, and will equally assure the two banks. It would be useless to add
that those works are especially important in a hostile country, and upon
all fronts where there should not exist a permanent place which could dis-
pense with them. I shall observe still that the principal difference l)\‘[“’f'('ll
the system of intrenched camps and that of tétes-de-ponts, is that the first
are i;r.‘:'“l'.l]l!v when they are composed of detached and closed works,
whilst that tétes-de-ponts will oftener be contiguous enclosed wurkﬁ": but
if they are composed of detached works a feeble corps would suffice to
secnre them from insult.

As for the rest those intrenchments enter into the same class as those
of eamps, and as their attack or defense belongs more particularly to tac-
tics, e shall speak of them in Chapter IV, Article 36 ; it suffices to have
pointed ‘lmru their strategical importance.

ARTICLE XXVIII.

DIVERSIONS AND GREAT DETACHMENTS.*

i ‘ n to make in the
The detachments which an army may be called upon to make .

% (olonel Wagner, in his translation already gited, has been

leased to make upon this
f which I have appreciated, and which have dec

1
article observations, the justne y ' . o
me to re-write it entirely. If we still differ in the manner of looking at some poin
am pleased to think tfat they will be of little importance
i i i 3 gy in that of
I have hesitated whether to place this article in the chapter of strategy or in th

Ainiti ¢ more icenls 0
mixed operations (Chap. 8) but it appears to me to belong definitively more particnlarly 1«

strategic operatiens.
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course of a campaign, are so closely connected with the suecess of all its
enterprises, that they should be regarded as one of the most important,
but also one of the most delicate branches of war.

In fact if nothing is more useful than a great detachment when it is
seasonably made and well combined, nothing is more dangerous when it is
made in an inconsiderate manner. Frederick the Great even counted in
the number of the most essential qualities of a General that of knowing
how to induee his adversary to detachments, either in order to carry them
oif, or to attack the army during their absence.

The mania of detachments has been go much abused that, by a contra-
Iy excess, many have believed in the possibility of doing without them.
Doubtless it would be much more sure and agreeable to keep an army uni-
ted in a single mass; but as it is a thing entirely impracticable, it is very
necessary to be resigned to make detachments when it becomes indispen-
suble to the success of the enterprise which it should be wished to form.
The essential thing is to make as few of them as possible.

There are several kinds of them :

1. The great corps thrown outside of the zone of operations, in order
to effect divisions upon points more or less essential ;

2. The great detachments made in the zone of operations to cover the
important points of that zone, to form a siege, to guard a secondary base,

and to protect the line of operations if it be menaced ; 3

3. The great detachments made upon fronts of operations, in face of

the enemy, to concur directly in a concerted enterprise ;

4. The small detachments thrown at a distance to attempt coups-de-main

upon posts the taking of which might act favorably.

I understand by diversions, those secondary enterprises formed far from
the principal zone of operations, at the extremities of a theatre of War,
and upon the concurrence of which the suceess of a campaign should he
foolishly calculated. Such diversions are only useful in two cases, that
where the corps employed in making it should be out of condition, from
its distance, to be put in action elsewhere; or else when it should be
tirown upon a point where it would find a great support among the popu-
lation, which enters in the domain of political combinations more than in
those of the military art. A few examples will not be ofat of place to il-
lvstrate this.

.

- g - &
The fatal results which the expedition to Holland by the Anglo-Russians,

and that of the Arch-Duke Charles, had had upon the affairs of the Allies
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at the end of 1799, and which we have pointed out in Article 19, are yet
present to the memory of every body. s
In 1805, Napoleon occupied Na d Hanover; the Allies th A.-:ht‘m
gend the Anglo-Russian corps Irive him out of Italy, the ‘_\Il‘:-,n-
Russian aud Sweedish corps to repel him from Hanover ; nearly 8 ,\:‘.y
thonsand men are destined for these two n-::lrii‘.;;u!l ‘L‘X}l‘.‘llllillui.\ I>}ut
whilst their troops were assembling at the two extremities of I:m'lu;u-. ,\‘.1-
poleon has ordered the evacunation of Naples and l[-.m.--\'wr = St. Cyr (‘i.'l[j,{":j
to join Massena in the Frioul, and B -]‘1];1:'”[“'. =5‘u:l||n-..f I.!H]Tf.ﬁ\".]. .xnlwu.ri
to take an active part in the events of Ulm and _\In.-:m-lur. 3 nri:.--[ t .m.',
astonishing successes, Naples and Hanover were L‘:‘.—Ll_\: rvll:tkw-l. ['hese -.1‘.-:
i]l'nvi}‘ cainst diversions: let us cite an example of the circumstances
where they would be suitable. :
In the 'L"i\‘ii wars of 1793, if the Allies had n‘Lw?:u.-}ml‘ from their armies
twenty thousand veteran troops to disembark them 1;|.\ mu{m'.tht-}' \\-‘]-21;‘*}1
have i»rt‘nhu-.-d amuch greater effect than by :.Hl_*_:'ml'h'l]:.!:_" the llli-.l\h' s \\”1 \
warred without success at Toulon, on the Rhine and l,[l Hi’l!llllll.. ; re
is a case where a diversion might have been not only very useful, but
decisive . ¥
We have said that independently of remote di\f-rs_mn: .'.1Tul tjlclr]f;h{[,
corps, great detachments were frequently employed within the zone of th
(-]_wr:i[lnns&f an army. . S sty B
If the abuse of these great detached corps for nlu‘;n‘wt:- mOre nr:n . .
ondary, presents still, more dangers than the abuse U!. lh\i‘lr-l-jm.\t-: j.r :”:‘.lt
(-'.'iln-l:x-: but just to acknowledge that they are often advantageous,:
times even indispensable. s
[hose detachments are of two principal kinds : the first t."nn‘-".‘.»t-' in th»-
permanent corps which we are obliged snmvii.nu_'-s to 1-.4;:1?1‘1;']1. |:\ ‘1| dl:,[l :I~
tion opposed to that on which we are -()])l]'l'ﬂllll‘_’. :mnl- mm.1‘..n. ]..;1.‘.]\”"1
@uvre thereon during the whole campaign ; the others il!‘t‘,(jl.\‘l ]t_- ']l, <1 .\_.ﬂ_
temporarily to exercise a salutary influence upon any enterprise Whatever.

Tn the number of the first ought to be placed, l_n‘f_nru all, I!at" f-: a tn!q‘
forming the strategic reserve of which we
; and of retreat, when the
the blows

detached armies, whether for ‘
nave spoken, or for covering lines of operations ek
configuration of the theatre of war may leave t.hu‘n (-,\}m‘L-\ u. A
ample, a Russian army, wishing to cross the Balkan,

of the enemy. For ex = i e
; ‘orces to observe Shoomla, Ru 1k and the

is forced to leavea part of its | h i h that

s direction of which 18 such that
e » Danube, the direction 0! =
valley of the Dar whatever success be ob-

it chances to

fall pervendicularly apon the line of . operations :
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tained, it will alwavs =
Giurrréwo il alway 3(1‘10 necessary to leave a respectable foree either near
gewo, or near Craiova and ev P
‘ en : ;
Ruschulk. to the right of the river near

"his sinele example anffine

ﬁ.(:,lt“nf ::l‘_‘l‘L c.:\_.mﬂqu'i-e suffi to p1:ov‘e that there are cases where a double
i pu_atmn,\ could not he dispensed with, which from that time will
require considerable corps to be detached to show front toa vl- 'lm]L{" s
hostile army which might be left in rear. We .-(-rulr] cite oﬂ1l'-1-lIJ”.l£-'n.-r{ i
uth:-'f’ circumstances where this measure “‘r\lﬂd-llr.)-t be less : DDHM\ e
(:Ilt‘ is the double front of operations of the Ty : 1 priemiiile
l rench army whicli passes the Adio : e
its principal effort, it

and the Frioul for a
Ao i :}(m w!:uh_-\".-r side it wishes to direct
o b 0.1t .\mlumt leaving upon the other front
proportioned to the hostile forces which might there be fmmd:

otherwise it w al i

2 ”I:G \]‘E,.';ni[it.:‘. t(J.l[l.i‘L.l.‘l.);llll"ll]‘i]l .{lH 1t3 communications. The third example

5 pl‘!.,\.‘.(_x“ﬁ“:l. . d;ii{:[t,llf:: m‘]_| !ll't'.~f'lt1ﬁ.:llio to the Spaniards the facility

b s l',-lln}.ul (‘]K’l‘:ithﬁ‘..ls. the one covering the direct

e o .. ., -“..‘!il be 1_11_& 'huwxl either upon Saragossa, or upon
i on whatever side it is wished to act, a detachment pr :

to the enemy must be left near the other e e

All that can be said u i

s at can be said upon this matter, is that it is advantageons t
aPorn o ) ~ oo G e 3 ey
arge as much as possible the field of ope i

. rations, and to render
e s . : g & naer Y+
those forces left in observation, wi .

s e b blﬂl:“lalutll'nit (;:l.]; i:e :?unu. and that it will
L e e \v‘l. ,(,1-.-'”.- ‘_u the n.n‘.\-:- 1-(\,111:1.1Fhfe proofs
s b fordim 1y -1] eon in the campaign of 1797. Obliged
e e _\.‘_}‘:l : d:;uz;lr.mllli.-‘;!ml”]:zeulin the valley of the Adig'f“..i-.’;
SR 11ist directing himself on the Noric Alps. he nreferre
T SR Gpnlak Cegtg I : ric Alps, he preferre
Tabeiat Ii]l]:;l‘f:'ﬁ;]].‘: ;"; ﬂ‘ ll;m of compromising for a nmm-nll his ltil:_3 :\?
Lk T’,._ 1,,“ - L]L -l.i.\r the Iwn_ fractions of his army disunited and n\
0 overtirown in detail. Persuaded that he should cong :

with his army if he united it, he judged that the o

momentary presence of a

few ]ll lllL ] ( ENLS NI ( 18 0 n
105 acta 'hﬂ]Ll 1 upo 3 3
S n his comn e i
lnications \l_]l]i!l 10t en 1’1(_,

dangerous.

Great moveable and
motives :

1

temporary detachments are made fi
porar; hments are made for the following

To constrain t o

o 110 strain the enemy to a retreg i

: : emy to a retreat by menacing his I

tions, or to cover your own : ¥ i
J TEF

of opera-

2 ']'“ mar 2} 1
e 0 march to meet a hostile eorps
a hostile corps, and to prevent its j i 0
arilitate the 3 at ] N i : ¥ i
facilitate the Junction of an expected reinforcement : S
— 0 ent ;
3. To observe ¢ i
hil 0 observe and to hold in check a oreat fraction of the hostil \ g
e sy Dl ! ction o > ostile arm
118t you project striking a blow at the other portion of that : 3

army ;
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4. To seize a considerable convoy of provisions or of munitions upon
which would depend the continuation of a siege, or the success of a stra-
tegical enterprise ; to protect the arrival of a convoy which you yourself
may expect ;

5. To operate a demonstration with a view to drawing the enemy in a
direction where you desire him to march, in order to facilitate an opera-
tion undertaken on another side ;

s To mask and even to invest one or several great places for a given
time, whether you may wish to attack them, or whether you desire merely
to shut up the garrison in its ramparts ;

7. To carry an important point upon the communications of an enemy

already in retreat.

However seductive it may appear to obtain the divers objects indicated
in this nomenclature, it must be owned, nevertheless, that these are al-
ts more or less secondary, and that the essential thing being to
triumph on deecisive points, you must guard against yielding to the at-
tractions of multiplied detachments, for many armies “have been seen to

ways objec

cuccumb for not having known how to remain concentrated.

We shall recall here several of those enterprises to prove that their sue-
cess or their loss depends, sometimes upon seasonableness, sometimes upon
the genius of him who directs them: oftener still upon faults of execu-
tion. Hwery one knows how Peter the Great preceded the destruction
of Charles XII, by causing to be captured, by a considerable corps, the
ich Lowenhaupt conducted. Tt is generally recollected

famous convoy whi
how Villars completely defeated at Denain the great detachment which

Prince Eugene had made under Albemarle.

The destruction of the great convoy which Laudon took from Freder-
ick during the siege of Olmutz, oblized the king to evacuate Moravia.
The fate of the two detachments of Fouquet at Landshut, in 1760, and of
Pink at Maxen, in 1795, equally attests how difficult it is to avoid the
necessity of making detachments and the danger which results therefrom.

Later still. the disaster of Vandamme at Culm, was a cruel lesson for
corps advanced too audaciously ; however, it must be admitted that in
this last occasion the manceuvre was skillfully meditated, and that the
fault was less having pushed the detachment than in not having sustained
it as could easily have been done. That of Fink was destroyed at Maxer
almost upon the same ground and for the same reason.

With reeard to demonstrative divisions made in the same sphere with

e P e pf‘ii'@""‘ advantage, when they are combined with
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the object of making the enemy arrive upon a point where it is con-
venient to fix his attention, whilst the weight of the forces are assembled
upon & quite opposite point where it is desired to strike an important
blow. It is necessary then not only to avoid engaging the corps which
is employed in this demonstration, but to recall it promptly upon the
main body ; we shall cite two examples, which will prove the opportune-
ness of this precaution.

In 1800, Morean, wishing to deceive Kray upon the true direction of
his march, caused his left wing to be carried from Kehl towards Rastadt,
whilst he filed with his army upon Stockach ; his left, after simply show-
ing itself, fell back then towards his centre by Friburg in Briseau.

In 1805, Napoleon, master of Vienna, threw the corps of Bernadotte upon
Iglau, to scatter terror in Bohemia, and to paralyse the Arch-Duke Fer-
dinand, who was assembling a corps ; he launches on the other side Da-
voust upon Presbure to impose upon Hungary ; but he changed them im-
mediately upon Brunn, in order that they should come and take part in
the events which were to decide the whole campaign, and a signal victory
became the result of these wise manceuvres. Those kinds of operations,
far from being contrary to principles, are nece

ssary to favor their appli-
cation.

It will easily be coneeived, from all that precedes, that
ims could not be fiy
which depe

absolute max-
iven upon operations so varied, and the suceess of
°nds upon s0 many particulars thus difficult to seize. It will be
for the talents and the coup d’ail of generals to judge when they should
risk those detachments; the only admissable precepts we have already
presented ; they are to make as few of them as possible, and to draw them
in a8 soon as they have accomplished their mission.

For the rest their inconvenience can be remedied in part, by giving good
and them ; it is in this that consists the
atest talent of a general of the staff,

instructions to those who comm

Sinee we have cited the sm

all detachments destined for coups de main,
in the number of those

which may be useful, we shall indicate a few of
this nature, which will enable us to form a judgment thereon. We recol-
lect the one which the Russians executed at the end of 1828, for seizing
Sizepoli, on the Gulf of Burgas. The taking of this feebly intrenched
post, which was hastily put under cover, procured, in case of suceess, an
essential point of support beyond the Balkan, for establis}
forehand the depdts of the army which w,
case of non-success it won

1ing therein be-
a8 10 cross those mountai in
ld compromise nothing, not even the little
corps which had an assured retreat upon its vessels,
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In the same manner, in the campaign in 1?'9(‘:, the Elif':i_p dfz fminf ;:t
tempted by the Austrians upon KL‘}I].‘:}H’& for 11(:itlltlgd1:.13: 111‘\::( fu_
whilst Moreau was returning from Bavaria, eould have had imports
sults if it had not failed. e i

In these kinds of enterprises we risk little for gaining a _fT-r\--.\t .lll_'l.l!. ;]5‘.
as they could not compromise in any manner the mass of the army, they
L';mw_--l but be approved. . : ot

Light corps-thrown in the midst of the hostile Zome of V(If[li-‘\l .lt-.{_»lnf.i}r‘l:.
to be classed in the same category ; some hundreds of h.ur-t-m. n t 1| 1: :
arded are never a grave loss, and may often cause :»m].n-1.\h-1';ﬂ"h_‘ 11-«.‘1.lln:]1|.n’
to the enemy. The light detachments made by ila.v 1_{n.~.~'1‘_1u.« n? l-|‘i 7,1 £
and 1813, .-l_»rin;u."!_\' disturbed the operations of r\‘.l['l“llﬁfl\i!. and :l-T. luuh
caused them to fail by intercepting his orders and all hia‘i‘l\]!ljllllll]l.lih ns.

We employ in preference for those k.:ud.-' ufv_\}m‘iitinlusluﬂ!_vf-rs' u [r‘»:;-‘{"
dexterous and bold, known under the name of partisans; 7\‘ r l;rlll;

enfants perdu, they are to do all the evil lhv.\" can to the L‘lll‘l.li} W it )]r 4

to0 much compromising themselves ; doubtless, when the nﬁt..u%wlln E{;n

sents itself for striking an important blow, they ought also fo m_)?‘_ ‘\n‘ 5

dash headlong upon the enemy ; but in f_'{l'jll'l‘ll!. address :1711:1‘”‘\ s¢ .n.: :1 &

mind in avoiding all useless danger, are, mll. more Lh;m. 83 .~_t« :lll.zli.l ,‘T.; .l“

city, the true qualities necessary to a |'_r-.1—rl|'.~';m. 1 l“!'lL‘]'.‘t”l !xr\\n.iﬂ :

what I have said of them in Chapter XXXV ..uf the 1rv:11‘m- on grand oy
erations, and to Article 45 farther on, upon light cayalry.

ARTICLE XXIX,

STRATEGICAL OPERATIONS IN MOUNTAINS.

We should not have presented strategy !.mdc-r all of i‘TS aspects, ?md .“_'o.
not traced a sketch of the part it may have in the :\]H:‘:‘:L_nnn.: u{u-lnu‘m?l.fﬂi
warfare. We do not.pretend to analyse those Ith':l.l mlnr:w}v;i l_'tl,p_[;;-\::
reputed almost impregnable, which form the romantic part of the tactics

f combats; we shall seek to indicate merely the relations of a moun-
0l COmbals § 2 Snall See




