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the object of making the enemy arrive upon a point where it is con-
venient to fix his attention, whilst the weight of the forces are assembled
upon & quite opposite point where it is desired to strike an important
blow. It is necessary then not only to avoid engaging the corps which
is employed in this demonstration, but to recall it promptly upon the
main body ; we shall cite two examples, which will prove the opportune-
ness of this precaution.

In 1800, Morean, wishing to deceive Kray upon the true direction of
his march, caused his left wing to be carried from Kehl towards Rastadt,
whilst he filed with his army upon Stockach ; his left, after simply show-
ing itself, fell back then towards his centre by Friburg in Briseau.

In 1805, Napoleon, master of Vienna, threw the corps of Bernadotte upon
Iglau, to scatter terror in Bohemia, and to paralyse the Arch-Duke Fer-
dinand, who was assembling a corps ; he launches on the other side Da-
voust upon Presbure to impose upon Hungary ; but he changed them im-
mediately upon Brunn, in order that they should come and take part in
the events which were to decide the whole campaign, and a signal victory
became the result of these wise manceuvres. Those kinds of operations,
far from being contrary to principles, are nece

ssary to favor their appli-
cation.

It will easily be coneeived, from all that precedes, that
ims could not be fiy
which depe

absolute max-
iven upon operations so varied, and the suceess of
°nds upon s0 many particulars thus difficult to seize. It will be
for the talents and the coup d’ail of generals to judge when they should
risk those detachments; the only admissable precepts we have already
presented ; they are to make as few of them as possible, and to draw them
in a8 soon as they have accomplished their mission.

For the rest their inconvenience can be remedied in part, by giving good
and them ; it is in this that consists the
atest talent of a general of the staff,

instructions to those who comm

Sinee we have cited the sm

all detachments destined for coups de main,
in the number of those

which may be useful, we shall indicate a few of
this nature, which will enable us to form a judgment thereon. We recol-
lect the one which the Russians executed at the end of 1828, for seizing
Sizepoli, on the Gulf of Burgas. The taking of this feebly intrenched
post, which was hastily put under cover, procured, in case of suceess, an
essential point of support beyond the Balkan, for establis}
forehand the depdts of the army which w,
case of non-success it won

1ing therein be-
a8 10 cross those mountai in
ld compromise nothing, not even the little
corps which had an assured retreat upon its vessels,
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In the same manner, in the campaign in 1?'9(‘:, the Elif':i_p dfz fminf ;:t
tempted by the Austrians upon KL‘}I].‘:}H’& for 11(:itlltlgd1:.13: 111‘\::( fu_
whilst Moreau was returning from Bavaria, eould have had imports
sults if it had not failed. e i

In these kinds of enterprises we risk little for gaining a _fT-r\--.\t .lll_'l.l!. ;]5‘.
as they could not compromise in any manner the mass of the army, they
L';mw_--l but be approved. . : ot

Light corps-thrown in the midst of the hostile Zome of V(If[li-‘\l .lt-.{_»lnf.i}r‘l:.
to be classed in the same category ; some hundreds of h.ur-t-m. n t 1| 1: :
arded are never a grave loss, and may often cause :»m].n-1.\h-1';ﬂ"h_‘ 11-«.‘1.lln:]1|.n’
to the enemy. The light detachments made by ila.v 1_{n.~.~'1‘_1u.« n? l-|‘i 7,1 £
and 1813, .-l_»rin;u."!_\' disturbed the operations of r\‘.l['l“llﬁfl\i!. and :l-T. luuh
caused them to fail by intercepting his orders and all hia‘i‘l\]!ljllllll]l.lih ns.

We employ in preference for those k.:ud.-' ufv_\}m‘iitinlusluﬂ!_vf-rs' u [r‘»:;-‘{"
dexterous and bold, known under the name of partisans; 7\‘ r l;rlll;

enfants perdu, they are to do all the evil lhv.\" can to the L‘lll‘l.li} W it )]r 4

to0 much compromising themselves ; doubtless, when the nﬁt..u%wlln E{;n

sents itself for striking an important blow, they ought also fo m_)?‘_ ‘\n‘ 5

dash headlong upon the enemy ; but in f_'{l'jll'l‘ll!. address :1711:1‘”‘\ s¢ .n.: :1 &

mind in avoiding all useless danger, are, mll. more Lh;m. 83 .~_t« :lll.zli.l ,‘T.; .l“

city, the true qualities necessary to a |'_r-.1—rl|'.~';m. 1 l“!'lL‘]'.‘t”l !xr\\n.iﬂ :

what I have said of them in Chapter XXXV ..uf the 1rv:11‘m- on grand oy
erations, and to Article 45 farther on, upon light cayalry.

ARTICLE XXIX,

STRATEGICAL OPERATIONS IN MOUNTAINS.

We should not have presented strategy !.mdc-r all of i‘TS aspects, ?md .“_'o.
not traced a sketch of the part it may have in the :\]H:‘:‘:L_nnn.: u{u-lnu‘m?l.fﬂi
warfare. We do not.pretend to analyse those Ith':l.l mlnr:w}v;i l_'tl,p_[;;-\::
reputed almost impregnable, which form the romantic part of the tactics

f combats; we shall seek to indicate merely the relations of a moun-
0l COmbals § 2 Snall See
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tainous country with the different articles which make the subject of this
chapter.

A mountainous country presents itself under four entirely different
points of view in the combinations of a war ; it may be the complete
theatre of thiz war, or form but a zone of it; it is possible also that its
whole surface may be mountainous, or that it will form but a-belt of
mountains, issuing from which, an army would debouch into vast and rich
plains. >

If we except Switzerland, the Tyrol, the Noric provinces, (I compre-
hend in this denomination Carinthia, Styria, Carniola and Tllyria,) a few
provinees of Turkey and Hungary, Catalonia and Portugal, all the other
countries of Europe seldom present but those mountainous belts.* Then
it is but a defile painful to pass, a temporary obstacle which, once over-
come, presents an advantage to the army which has succeeded in seizing
it, rather than being perilons to it. Indeed, the obstacle once surmounted,
and the war transported into the plains, the chain thus crossed may be
considered, so to speak, as a kind of eventual base, upon which one could
fall back and find a temporary refuge. The only thing essential to be ob-
served in such an occurrence, is never to allow yourself to be anticipated
thereon by the enemy in case you should be forced to retreat.

The Alps even make no exception to this rule in the part which sepa-
rates France from Italy; the Pyrennées, the least elevated chain of
which is however as extended in depth, are equally in the same category ;
in Catalonia alone they reign over the whole surface of the country as far
as the Ebro, and if the war be limited to this province, the whole échiquier
being mountainous ly to other combinations than where
there ex

Hungary differs little in this respeet from Lombardy and Castile, for
if even the Krapaks present in their eastern and northern part a belt as
strong as the Pyrennées, it must be owned meanwhile that it is but a
Yemporary obstacle, and that the army which should cross it, debouching,
either ipto the basins of the Waag, of the Neytra or of the Theiss, or into
the fields of Mongatsch, would have to decide the great questions in the
vast plains between the Danube and the Theiss, The only difference is in

= ] do not make mention here of the Caucasus, hecause this country, the constant thea-
tre of petty warfare, has not been thoroughly explored, it has always been regarded as a
secondary affair in the great conflicts for empire, and it will never be the theatre of agreat
strategical operation.

STRATEGY. 183

the routes, which, rare but superb in the Alps and the Pyrennées, are
wanting in Hungary, or are scarcely practicable.*

In the northern part this chain, less elevated perhaps, but more ex-
tended in depth, would seem indeed to belong in some sort to the class of
echiquiers wholly mountainous ; meanwhile, as it forms but a part of the
general échiquier, and as its evacuation might be rendered necessary by
the decisive operations which should be carried on in the valleys of the
Theiss, or of the Waag, it may be ranged in the number of transient bar-
riers. For the rest, it could not be dissembled that the attack and
the defense of this country would be one of the most interesting double
strategical studies.

The chains of Bohemia, of the Vosges, of the Black Forest, although
much less important, are also placed in-the category of mountainous
belts.

When an entirely mountainous country, like the Tyrol and Switzerland,
forms only a zone of the theatre of operations, then the importance of its
mountains is but relative, and we can limit ourselves more or less to
masking them like a fortress, in order to move to the decision of great
n:ph\.:tif-(l; in the valleys. Itis quite otherwise if this country forms the
principal échiquier.

Tt has long been doubted whether possession of the mountains controlled
the \".\]h'_‘.‘.x'..(it‘ whether possession of the valleys controlled the mountains.
The Arch-Duke Charles, that judge so enlightened and so competent, has
inclined to the last assertion; and demonstrated that the valley of the Dan-
abe was the key of Sonthern Germany. Meanwhile, it must be admitted,
every thing must depend in these kinds of questions upon the relative
I'm'w:\-: and upon the dispositions of the country. If sixty thousand French
advanced into Bavaria, having in presence an Austrian army equal in
forces. which should throw thirty thousand men into the Tyrol, with the
hope of replacing them by reinforcements at its arrival upon the l_nn.
it would be sufficiently difficult for the French to push as far as that line,

‘ = 5
leaving upon their flank such a force master of the debouches of Scharnitz,
of Fussen, of Kufstein and of Lofers. But if this French ammy had as

" o s o 3 1 R
manv as one hundred and twenty thousand eombattants, and should have
rained sufficient successes to be assured of their superiority over the army

which should be before it, then it could always form a detachment suffi-

&  speak of the eondition of the country in 1810. I am ignorant whether it has par-
t"h'\t‘ 1 sut nently in the great movement which has had place in all the Ausirian
melioration of routes, and the opening of great strategical communica
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::'3":-:1‘!1\1-] \T-xs]‘n({s— to give, not rules, ‘but even advice to generals eharge-d
= ).1 such a task. If the only question were the defense of a definite point
of aperations, of small extent, formed by four or five valleys or convergent
rays terminating at the central knot of those valleys, dl two or t\ihu.'ee
emall marches from the summits of the chain, no doubt the thing would
be more easy. It would suffice thé to recommend tlu‘; construczion IL;
a‘ f_r-m d fort upon each of those rays, at the point of the defile which is
e capert : 1.::1<.lv.~ of infantry to dispute the passage, whilst that
a reserve of the half of the army, placed at this central knot of the unio
tiflii];‘_ valleys, “:‘Jn['_] be in condition either to sustain 1.11‘(15'.’ udvauctﬁ‘:ll
,;_“t:.iil:l;“:;':‘l:tl:il')l;l‘:-tjl:}'l ;,].iitl‘nm..:ﬂL.l‘r to fall in mass.upon the enemy when
g rm‘.‘;\. i ( 'Hj.“. diid when we would have united all the
s ”;v » “-t. : .-w-..-.”." adding, to those dispositions, good instrue-
AR ld -t.l.u\' of those advanced guards, whether for assigning them
- I,1.l-._‘.[4§.:;,Ij'::imh}:“tl|':,::H soon :L~" the fatal w,i:-xlun should be p‘..:rl'ud, or
s “th.l:p‘”w - fl Lo ('Hr_mnlu- t_u act in the mountains upon the
¥, then one might believe himself invincible, by favor of
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how were Rheineck and the gt. Gothard to be abandoned, how open

. Valais and the access to Berne, without giving up all Helvetia to the

coalition? And if it were wished to cover all even by simple brigades,
where would be the army when it should be required to deliver a decisive
battle to any hostile mass which might present itself? To concentrate
one’s forces in the plain is a natural system, but in regions of difficult
gorges it is to deliver up the keys of the country to the enemy, and thenitis
no longer known upon what point it would be possible to unite an inferior
army without compromising it.

In the situation where Massena was found after the forced evacuation
of the line of the Rhine and Zurieh, it seemed that the only strategical
point for him to defend, was the line of the Jura ; he had the temerity to
hold firm on that of the Albis, shorter than that of the Rhine, but which
{eft him yet exposed, upon an immenge line, to the blows which the Aus-
trians might deliver him. And if, instead of pushing Bellegarde upon
Lombardy by the Valteline, the Aulic Couneil had made him march upon
Berne, or unite with the Arch-Duke, all would have been over with Mas-
cona. Those events seem then to prove that, if countries with high moun-
tains are favorable to a tactical defense, it 1s not the same for a strategical
gefense, which, ohlig__rod.lo be dissemirhted, must seek a remedy for this
inconvenience by augmenting its mobility, and by passing often to the
offensive.

General Clausewitz, whose logic is frequently at fault, pretends on the
contrary, that, motion being the difficult part of mountain warfare, the
defender ought to avoid the least movement, under the penalty: of losing
the advantage of Jocal defenses. Meanwhile he finishes by demonstrating,
himself, that the passive defense must succumb, sooner or later, under an
active attaek, which tends to prove that theinitiative is not less favorable in
the mountains than in the plains. If it conld be doubted, ihe campaign of
Massena would for the rest prove it, for if he maintained himself in Swit-
zerland, it was by attacking the enemy whenever he found oceasion for o
doing, althongh it were necessary to seek him upon the Grimsel and the St.
Gothard. Napoleon had done as much in the Tyrol in 1796, against
Wurmser and Alvinzi.

With reard to strategical manceuvres of detail, we shall be able to
form an idea of them by reading the inconceivable events which accom-
panied the expedition of Suwarof by the St. Gothard upon the Mutten-
thal. In applauding the mancenvres prescribed by the Russian marshal
for taking Lecourbe in the valley of the Reuss, we shall admire the pres-
ence of mind, the activity and immovable firmness which saved this gen-
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eral and his division; we shall then see Suwarof, in the Schachenthal and
the Muttenthal, placed in the same situation as Lecourbe, and to extricate
himself from it with the same skill. Not less extraordinary will appear
the fine ten days campaign of General Molitor, who, :l!l'i".ﬂllt‘lh.‘!l with four
thonsand men in the canton of Glaris by more than T.\ll‘;l'i\' thousand allies
succeeded in sustaining himself béhind the Linth after four -.tdmiml:!:
combats. It is in the study of these facts that we may recognise all the
vanity of theories of detail, and be assured that a .‘:(l‘f}[l-jr and heroie will
can do, in mountain warfare especially, more than all the precepts in the
wn)?‘h]. After such lessons might I venture to say that one of the recu-
lating principles of this warfare is not to risk ourselves in the \';1I1;'\'s
without being secure of the heights? A maxim somewhat trite, of which
no captain of voltigeurs should be ignorant. Might I not say also, that
in this warfare, more than every where else, it is lwf_'(_-ssul'\i to seek to
make it on the communications of the enemy ; finally, that in lhosr-' diffi-
cult countries, good temporary bases or lines of defense established at the
centre of great confluents, and covered by strategical reserves, will be,
with a great mobility and frequent offensive l‘t}tlll'l-].\‘, the best means for
defending the country. 7
I could not, however, terminate this article, without causine to be ob-
: rved that mountainous countries are especially favorable for the defen-
sive wht'-n Ehr' war is truly national, and when the roused ])(‘1}“]:11{01]5 (i(\-
e assallant 18 bought at the price of the great-
est ."ill.’l.‘}[h']-.‘.-‘. But, in order that the struggle be crowned \\‘itir sue-
cess, 1t 1s always necessary that those populations sustaine G
or less powerful lli«'t'ip]]'n-_--l u[_m“‘}l‘t\-.itthl"mlznrll.:[l.x:::. Ij_(“‘ﬂ].-.l‘l_m.“.] by a |||r:1vl}
\ support of which, brave in-

habitants would soon succumb like the heroes of Stans and of the Tyrol
The ) i
hypothe

nsive .:{guin;\‘ a mountainous country, presents also a double
S l;- '\h.““ u‘lm l]'il‘f'\‘h':] against a belt of mountains terminating
“'h.:..:“-‘; ;:‘_::;::2;]:“:{-_,]'hmh or shall it be against a particular theatre
In the first case there is scarcely but one precept to give : it is to make
r.lt-n.:m:stmtinns against the whole periphery of a i'r.umir-r in‘m‘.rlm:t\
oblige the enemy to extend his defensive, and to force :1i'h'-rm'rel~' a i rr‘:
on the decisive point which shall promise the greatest 1‘1\‘4“1:.:. li‘th\'l}j-b
cordon, feeble numerically, but strong by 112|cu[iii.v.'<. which i.t i*xl-hr' (JI::E:L
to break ; if it be forced upon a single point it is so li];-ﬁn the wh(.tlc ].1.‘]'0
In reading the history of the Fort of Bard in 1800, or the takine of I] Itc'
tasch, and Scharnitz in 1805 by Ney, who threw hilllsﬁ‘l-f' wi!hrfour’(:c:l
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thousand men upon Tnnspruck in the midst of thirty thousand Austrians,
and succeeded, by seizing upon that central point, in obliging them {o
retreat in all directions, we may judge that with a brave infavtry and
bold chiefs, those famous mountain girdles will ordinarily be forced.

The history of the passage of the Alps, where Francis I. turned the
army which awaited him at Susa, in passing by the steep mountains be-
tween Mt. Cenis and the valley of Queyras, is an example of those insur-
mountable obstacles which are always surmounted. In order to oppose it,
it would have been necessary to have recourse to the cordon system, and
we have already said what was to be expected from that. The position
of the Swiss and Ttalians at Susa, engaged in a single valley was not wiser
than a cordon, it was even less so, since it shut up the army in a cut-
throat place, without guarding the lateral valleys. To push light corps
into those valleys, to dispute the passes which are there found, and to
place the bulk of the army near Turin or Carignano, is what strategy
counselled. .

When the tactical difficulties of & mountain warfareare considered, and
the immense advantages which it seems to assure to {he defense, we should
be tempted to consider as a manceuvre of the highest temerity, the as-
sembling of a considerable army in a single mass to penetrate by a single
valley, and, we should be cuite inclined to divide it also into as many
columns as there should be practicable passages.

"Fhis is, in my opinion, one of the most dangerous of illusions ; we have
only to recall the fate of the columns of Championnet at the battle of
Fossano to be assured of it. If there exist five or six practicable roads
upon the point menaced with invasion, to disquiet them all is necessary,
hut it is necessary to cross the chain at most in fwo masses ; yet the val-
leys which age to be passed over must not be in a divergent direction, for
they will fail if the enemy i in the least condition to receive them at the
outlets. The system followed by Napoleon in the passage of the St
Bernard seems the wisest, he formed the strongest mass at the centre, with
two divisions on the right and left by Mt. Cenis and the Simplon, in order
to divide the attention of the enemy and to flank his march.

The invasion of countries which have not only a mountainous belt, but
the interior of which is still a continual series of mountains, is longer and
more difficalt than that where we can hope an early denouement by a de-
cisive battle delivered in the plains ; because fields of battle suitable for
deploying great masses gearcely ever being found thereon, such a war is an
affair of partial combats. There it would perhaps be imprndent to pen-
etrate upon asipgle point by a narrow and deep valley, of which the enemy
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could close the issues and place the army in a false position ; but we could
penetrate by wings upon two or three lateral lines, the issues of which
should not be at too great distances apart, by combining the marches in
such a manner as to debouch at the junction of the \".1[]::\'3 nearly at the
same instant, and by taking care to repel the enemy from all the coun-
terforts which separate them from each other. Of all entirely mountain-
ous countries, Switzerland is incontestably that of which the tactical de-
fense would be the easiest, if its militia were animated with one mind ; fa-
vored by the support of ‘such a militia, a disciplined and regular a;'m‘,'
could defend itseif against triple forces. > !
: il't.l give fixed precepts for the complications which are multiplied to
lllllt!.lT:\' by those of the localities, by the resources of art, and by the en-
thusiasm of the populations and of the armies would be an ubsm‘tiil\': his-
1'»t'_\'---—b_.nl history well discussed and well presented—is the true :\‘C‘lll.:u{ of
mountain warfare. 'The narrative of the campaign of 1799, by the Arch-
ll.ukv Charles, that of the same campaigns which I have given iIlI my critical
history of the wars of the revolution; the narrative ulj; the <';m|f::¢i~'n: of
the Grisons by Ségur, and Mathien Dumas; that of Catalonia llm-v St
(;'_‘.‘3' ilflll .":.II.('I.tL"i ; the ('1llllllilif.fr}ltl!- the Duke De Rohan in the \':Lll;r!ill;';
the passage of the Alps by Gaillard (History of Francis I,) are good
guides for this study. : : %

ARTICLE XXX

A FEW WORDS UPON GREAT INVASIONS AND

DISTANT EXPEDITIONS.

oy alwag o 3 :
Having already made mention of distant wars and invasions as connect

s tha Yine of S N : .
ed _\H[h the policy of States, it remains to us to examine them suceinctly
or the military aspect. o

‘ We feel some embarrassment in assigning to

1 their true place in this summary, because if on the one hand they
REOTT 1 ey 1n1( ¥ T £ : 1 3 1 7 : . 2
seem to belong to poetry and to Homeric fictions much more than to

stratecic binations. it mav he gat
trategic combinations, it may be said on the other that except the sreat
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distances which multiply the difficulties and the unfavorable chances of
them, these adventurous expeditions offer nevertheless all the operations
which are found in other wars ; in fact they have their battles, their com-
bats, their siegés and even their lines of operations ; se that they enter
more or less into the different branches of the art which make the subject
of this work. However as it is only the question here to consider them as
a whole, and as they differ especially from other wars in regard to their
lines of operations, we will place them at the end of the chapter which

treats of them.

There are many kinds of distant expeditions ; the first are those execu-
ted across the continent as auxiliaries only, and of which we have spoken
in Art. 5;upon wars of intervention ; the second are great continental in-
vasions which have place across vast countries moreé or less friendly, fen-
tral doubtful or hostile ; the third are expeditions of the same nature, but
executed in part by land and in part by sea with the concurrence of nu-
merous fleets ; the fourth are expeditions beyond the sea, inorder to found,
dofend or attack distant colonies; the fifth are great descents less distant,
but attacking great States.

We have already pointed out, in Article 5, some of the inconveniences
to which anxiliary corps are exposed which are sent to a distance in order .
to succor powers with which we are connected by defensive treaties or by
coalitions. Without doubt, under the strategic point of view, a Russian
army sent upon the Rhine or into Italy in order to act in concert with
the Germanic powers, will be in a much stronger and more favorable situ-
ation than if it had penetrated to that distance by erossing hostile or even
neutral countries; its base, its lines of operations, its eventual points of
support will be the same as those of its Allies; it will have a refuge upon
their lines of defense, provisions from their magazines, munitions from
their arsenals; whilst that in the contrary case it would only find those
resources upon the Vistula or the Niemen, and might well experience the
fate of those girantic invasions which have badly succeeded.

However, notwithstanding the capital difference which exists between
such an auxiliary war and a distant incursion undertaken in our own in-
terest and with our own means, we could not dissemble the dangers to
which those auxiliary corps are exposed, and the embarrassments which
the generalissimo especially experiences, when he belongs to the power
which plays the auxiliary part. The campaign of 1805 furnishes a strong
proof of this: General Kutusof advanced upon the Inn to the confines of
Bavaria, with thirty thonsand Russians; the army of Mack with which
he was to unite, is entirely destroyed, with the exception of eighteen thou-
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sand men which Kienmayer bronght back from Donanwerth ; the Russian
general finds himself thus exposed, with less than fifty thousand com-
battants, to all the impetuous activity of Napoleon ‘who has a hundred
and fifty tlfousand, and in order to crown his misfortune a space of three
hundred leagues scparates Kutusof from his frontiers. Such a position
would have been desperate if a second army of fifty thousand men had not
arrived at Olmutz to receive him. Meanwhile the battle of Austerlitz,
the result of a fault of the chief of staff, Weyrotha, compromised anew
the Russian army far from its base : jt came thus near becoming the victim
of a distant alliance, and peace alone gave it time to regain its frontier.

The fate of Suwarof after the victory of Novi and especially in the ex-
peditipn to Switzerland, that of the corps of Hermann at Bergen in Hol-
land, are lessons which every chief called to such a command ought care-
fully to meditate. General Beningsen had less disadvantages in 1807,
because, combatting between the Vistula and the Niemen, he supported
himself on his own base and the operations depended in nothing upon his
Allies.  We recollect also the fate which the French experienced in Ba
varia and Bohemia in 1742, when Frederick the Great abandoned them
to their fate to make a separate peace. In truth those last made war as
Allies and not as auxiliaries, but even in this last case, political ties are
never closely enough drawn not to offer points of dissention which may
compromise military operations; we have cited examples, in Article 19,
upon political objective points.

With regard to remote invasions, across vast continents, it is from history
alone that we can obtain lessons.

When Europe was half covered with forests; pasture-grounds and flocks ;
when there were necessary only horses and iron to transplant whole nations
from one extremity of Europe to the other, the Goths, Vi
Vandals, Alians, Verangians, Franks, Normans, Ar
seen to gain empires with rapidity. But since t]

sigoths, Huns,
abs and Tartars, were
1¢ invention of gun-pow-

ormidable permanent armies,
since, especially, civilization and policy have brought States nea
er, by enlightening them upon the

der and artillery, since the organization of f

wrer togeth-

necessity of rcciprucuﬂ_\'sust:ﬂning each
other, such events could no longer be re-enacted.

Independently of the great migrations of people, the middle ages were
remarkable for expeditions somewhat more military. Those of Charle.
magne, almost contemporancous with the invasion of Oleg and Igor carried
to the gates of Constantinople, and the ineursions of the Arabg to the

banks of the Loire, trive this epoch of the 9th and 10th centuries a pecn-

ate as by

liar physiognomy ; as those events are as far from ug by their d
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the elements which then constituted armies and nations ; as there are beside
more moral lessons than strategical precepts to be deduced from them, we
shall content ourselves with tracing a short sketeh thereof at the end of
thiswork, if we have the leisure for so doing.

Since the invention of gun-powder, there have scarcely been but the
incursions of Charles VIII, to Naples, and Charles XII, to Ukraine,
which might be counted in the number of remote invasions, for the cam-
paigns of the Spaniards in Flanders and of the Swedes in {_s'l‘i‘illl%li_'\' were
of a peculiar nature, the first }_)uln_nnginj_.-j to (-i\-ili wars, and the Iulu’-r .}I':U.'-
ing appeared on the scene only as auxiliaries ui- the prutf-slunts. Besides,
all those expeditions were executed with inconsiderable forces.

In modern times then, Napoleon alone has dared to transport the regu-
lar armies of the half of Europe, from the banks of the Rhine to the
banks of the Volga ; the desire to imitate him will not very soon be enter-
tained. There would be wanting a new Alexander and new M acedonians,

gainst the bands of Darius, to succeed in such enterprises : in truth the
tender affection of modern societies for the enjoyments of luxury might
well bring us armies like those of Darius; but where then shall we find
Alexander and his phalanxes?

* * -

*

A few Utoprsts have imagined that Napoleon would have attained his end
if, like a new Mahomet, he had put himself at the head of an army of po-
litical dogmas, and if, in place of the paradise of the Mussulmans, he had
promised to the masses those sweet liberties,so fine in discourses :1.nd
books, so difficult and so bordering upon license, when it is the question
to apply them.  Although it be permitted us to 1:.’150\1{ that the .-,llp[\f'l‘t-
of political dogmas is at times an excellent auxiliary, it mn.-'t. not be h.}--
gotten that the Koran even would gain no more than a province at this
day, for in order to effect this, cannon, shells, balls, gunpowder and mus-
k(-is are necessary ; that with such encumbrances distances eount for a
great deal in co:;ninin:uions. and that nomadic excursions would no longer
be in season. .

An invasion carried two hundred leagues from one’s base becomes now-
a-days a hardy enterprise : those of Napoleon in Germany succeeded with-
out Ehc; ance of doctrines, because that directed against neighboring
powers, and hased upon the formidable barrier of fhe Rhine. they found
in first line secondary States which, little united, ranged themselves under
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his banners ; so that his base was all at once transported from the Rhine
upon.the Inn. In that of Prussia he took Germany on its weak side, after
the events of Ulm, of Austerlitz and the peace of Schonbrunn, which left
Berlin exposed to the whole weight of his power. As for what concerns
the first war in Poland, already counted in the number of remote inva-
sions, we have said elsewhere that his success was due to the hesitation of
his adversaries, more still than to his own combinations, although they
were as skillful as andacious.

The invasions of Spain and of Russia were less fortunate, but it was
not for the want of fine political promises that those enterprises failed :
the remarkable discourse of Napoleon to the deputation of Madrid in
1808, and his proclamations to the Russian people, equally warrant this
belief.

With regard to Germany, quite full of confidence in the new political
order which he had there fonnded, he was careful not to disturb its social
order to please the popular masses, whose affections he lost for the rest by
the ravages inseparable from great wars and by the sacrifices of the conti-
nental system much more than by his antipathy for radical doctrines.

As for what concerns France, he learned to his cost, in 1815, that it is
dangerous to count upon political theories as upon a certain element of
success; for if they are proper for raising storms, they could not direct
their effect : his liberal homilies, insufficient for unchaining the popular
masses, had no other result than to furnish the theorists and declaimers
with arms for overthrowing him; for Lanjuinais, Lafayette and their jour-
nals, had no less part in his fall than the bayonets of his enemies,

He will be reproached perhaps for not having done enough to satisfy the
popular pretensions ; but he had too much experience of men and of af-
fairs to be ignorant, that the unchaining of the political passions always
leads to disorder and anarchy, and that doctrines which produce license
bring about sooner or later that result. He believed that he had done

enopgh in assuring and fixing the interests of democracy, without giving
up the ship of State, all disabled, to the merey of the heaving waves.
Starting from this point of view, instead of reproaching him for not hav-
ing done enough, it might be said with more reason that he did not know
how, like Cardinal Richelien, to employ in neighboring countries, those

dangerous arms the use of which he feared in his own. But this is wan-
dering too far from our subject, let us return to the military combinations
of invasions,

As for the rest, apart from the chances which result from great distan-
ces, all invasions, whn once the army has arrived on the theatre of war

STRATEGY. 195

where it is to act, no longer offers combinations -different from others.
The great difficulty then consisting in the distances, one may recommend
the maxims upon lines of operations lengthened in depth, and those upon

r cal reserves or eventual bases, as the only useful ones, and it is
especially on those occasions that their application becomes indispensable,
although they are far from sufficient for parrying all dangers.

The campaign of 1812, so fatal to Napoleon, was nevertheless a model
to cite of this kind : the care which he took to leave the prince de Schwart-
zenberg and Reynier upon the Bug, whilst that Maedonald, Oudinot and
Wrede guarded the Dwina, that Bellune came to cover Smolensk, and
that Augereau came fo relieve him between the Oder and the Vistula,
proves that he had neglected none of the humanly possible precautions,
for basing himself suitably : but it proves also that the grandest enterpri-
ses perish through the magnitude even of the preparations which are made
to secure their success.

If Napoleon committed faults in this gizantic struggle, they were those
of having too much neglected political precautions; of not having united
under a single chief the different corps left upon the Dwina and the Dnie-
per, of having remained ten days too long at Wilna ; of having given the
command of his right to a brother incapable of carrying such a burthen ;
finally of having confided to prince Schwartzenberg a mission which the
latter conld not fulfill with the same devotion as a French general. I do
not speak of the fanlt of having remained at Moscow after the confla-
gration, for then the evil was perhaps beyond remedy, although it would
have been less serions if the refreat had been effected at once. He has
been accused also of having too much despised distances, difficulties and
men by pushing so foolish a point to the ramparts of the Kremlin. In
order to condemn or absolve him, it would be very necessary to know the
true motives which determined or constrained him to go beyond Smolensk,
instead of halting and of passing the winter there, the project of which
he ostentatiously announced ; finally it would be necessary to be assured
whether it were possible to remain in position between that city and Wi-
tepsk, without'having previously defeated the Russian army.

Far from wishing to set myself up as judge in so great a cause, I ac-
knowledge that those who arrogate to themselves the right so to do are
not always equal to such a mission, and want even the information neces-
sary for accomplishing it. That which is most true in the whole affair, is
that Napoleon forgot too much the resentments with which Aunstria, Prud
sia and Sweden were animated against him ; he counted too much upon
& denouement between Wilna and the Dwina. A just appreciator of the
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bravery of the Russian armies, he was-not the.-same of the national spirit
and of the energy of the people. Finally, above all, instead of securing
to himself the interested and sincere concurrence of a great mi[itur?
power, the adjacent States of which would have procured a sure base l'u;
attacking the colossus which he wished to shake, he founded his whole en-
;rn-r]n" e upon the concurrence of a people brave and enthusiastic, but
ickle and devoid of all the elements which constitute a soli yer ;

far from turning this ephemeral enthusiasm to the \\']H)lc:'ilt'l:icfl}:]}.:.l‘l:f', \\Illlll(:];l,
it was susceptible, he paralyzed it still by unseasonable concealments. ;

The fate of all enterprises of this nature attests, in fact, that the capi-
tal point for assuring their success, and the only efficacious maxim which
can be given, is, as we have said in Chapter I, Art. 6, never to attempt
them without the assured and interested concurrence of a respectable
power sufficiently near the theatre of operations for offering on the fron-
tier a base suitable, as well for assembling beforehand thereon supplies of
every kind, as for procuring a refuge in case of reverse, and new means for
retaking the offensive at need.

With regard to the rules of conduct which should be sought in the pre-
cepts of strategy, it would be all the more rash to count ilpnn them, as,
without the above mentioned political precaution, the undertaking in it-
self would be but a flagrant violation of all strategical laws. For the
rest, the divers precautions indicated in Articles 21 and 22, for the secu-
rity of deep lines of operations, and for the formation of intermediate bases
are, we repeat, the only military means proper for lessening the d'.uw(‘r.;l
of the enterprise ; we shall add thereto a just appreciation of dIstum‘v.‘: of
seasons, of countries, in a word, sufficient accuracy in caleulations l:md
moderation in victory to know how to stop in time.

Moreover, far from us the thought that it is possible to trace precepts
capable of assuring the success of great distant invasions; in the .clmm.; of
four thousand years they have made the glory of five or six ClJn(illL‘-l'Ol"‘
and have been a hundred times the scourge of nations and armies. ¥

After having exhausted nearly all that there is essential to say upon
those continentalinvasions, there will remain for us a few remarks 1;1 make
upon expeditions half continental, half maritime, forming the third \c-;*ios
l-r [h!‘-‘:l' \\]lgl_'h we h‘\l‘--l' i!l-’“l'!lTl‘f{. ¥ )

hese kinds of enterprises have become very rare since the invention of
e : 3 ) C ! I )
artillery, and the crusades were, I believe, tl

8 of : e last example that has been
seen of them; ]h-r]msw the cause of this must be attributed to the fact
that the empire of the Seas, after having passed successively into th

passed successively nto the

hands of two or three secondary powers, has got into *hose of an insular
S LA - o ARISULY
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power, which possesses many squadrons, but not land forces necessary for
those sorts of expeditions.

Be that as it may, from these two causes united, it evidently results that
wo are no longer in the times when Xerxes marched by land to the con-
quest of Greece, by causing himself to be followed by four thousand ves-
cels of all dimensions, and when Alexander the Great marched from
Macedonia by Asia Minor to Tyre, whilst his fleet coasted along the shore.

However, if those incursions are no longer made, it is not less certain
that the support of'a squadron of war and of a fleet of transports would
always be an immense succor, when a great continental expedition could
be effected in concert with so powerful an auxiliary.*

Meanwhile it must not be counted upon too exclusively ; the winds are
capricious ; now a squall would suffice for dispersing, and even annihi-
lating that fleet upon which we should have founded all our hopes.
Sucecessive transports would be less hazardous without being however, an
over-certain resource.

I do not think it necessary to make mention here of invasions executed
against a neighboring power, such as those of Napoleon gainst Spain
and Austria; these are ordinary wars, pushed to a greater or less degree,
but which have nothing peculiar, and the combinations of which are found
sufficiently indicated in the different articles of this work.

The more or less hostile spirit of the populations, the greater or Jess depth
of the line of operations, and the great distance of the principal objective
point, are the only variables which may require modifications in an ordi-
nary system of operations. 5

Tudeed, for being less dangerous than a distant invasion, that which as-
sails an adjacent power has also none the less its fatal chances. A French
army which should go to attack Cadiz could, although well based upon
the Pyrenees, with intermediate bases on the Ebro and the Tagus, find
a tomb on the Guadalquivir. In the same manner, that which in 1809
besieged Komorn in the centre of Hungary, whilst others were warring
from Barcelona to Oporto, might have saccumbed in the plains of Wagram,
without having any need of going so far as the Beresina. The antecedents,
the number of disposable troops, the successes already gained, the state of
the country, all have an influence upon the latitude which may be given to
one’s enterprises; the great talent of the general will be to proportion
them to his means and to circumstances. With regard to the part which
policy might exercise in those nei s invasions, if it be true that it

#* Tt will be said. perhaps, that after having ned those who wish to base an army
upon the sea, I seem to recommend this opera ; the guestion is the means of supply-
ing the intermediate bases which an army would take, and by no means the carrying of
one’s military operations upon the coasts
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is less indispensable than in remote incursions, it is necessary, meanwhile,
not to forget the maxim which we have given out in Article 6, that
there is no enemy, however insignificant he may be, with whom it would
not be useful to become allied ; the influence which the change of policy
of the Dulke of Savoy, in 1706, exercised upon the events of that (‘pl)t}{,
also the declaration of Maurice of Saxony,in 1551, and of Bavaria in 1813,
sufficiently proves that it is important to attach to one’s self all the States
adjacent to a theatre of war, in a manner to count, if not upon their co-
operation, at least upon their strict neutrality.

There wonld remain no more for us but 1J:~'1}0ﬂl{ of expeditions beyond
the sea ; but embarkation and debarkation being logistical and tactical
operations rather than strategical, we refer them to Article 40, which
treats specially of descents.

RECAPITULATION OF STRATEGY.

The task which I have imposed upon myself seems to me passably ac-
complished by the ezposé which I have just made of all the ‘.-11-;1“:::];11]
combinations which constitute ordinarily a plan of operations. i
, Meanwhile, as we have seen in the definition placed at the head of this
Chapter, the greater part of the important operations of war participate
at once of strategy for the direction in which it is suitable to act. and of
tactics for the conduct of the action itself. Jefore treating of these
mixed operations, it is proper then to present here the (‘nu:]1\in:1tifm:-r-f
grand tactics, and of battles, as well as the maxims by the aid of which

> applicdtion of the fundamental principle of war. By
this means we shall better comprehend the ensemble of 1]1(1»‘1‘ half .-‘trni»'f"{-

one may obtain

v .!- . AGLT, TH8 - - ;

cal, half tactical operations : I shall be permitted merely to recapitulate

in the first place the contents of the Chapter which we have just read
From the fifteer icles of which it is composed, we may conclude. in

my opinion, that the manner of applying the general principle of war to
all possible theatres of operations, consists in what follows -

5 (23 1. " " o b - £ v : /

1. To know how to avail ourselves of the advantages which the recipro-

cal direction of the bases of operations coul :
ion of the bases of operations conld procure, according to what

has |'ll'_"_“.1 l]“\":'l“!“" 1—'-1 -"l"li‘..‘r" 18 i]] favor l"r].llll_"\‘ *"d].lt‘l'lt and Iu.
dall I
to the base of the enemy.

wdicular
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9. To choose between the three zones which a strategic field (échigqurer
ique), that one upon which we can direct the most fatal blows at
my, and where we ourselves run the least risks.
nd direct properly our lines of operations by adopting,
. the concentric examples given by the Arch-Duke
Charles in 1796, and by Napoleon in 1814 ; or that of Marshal Soult in
1814, for retreats parallel to the frontiers.

In the offensive, on the contrary, we shall have to follow the system
which assured the success of Napoleon in 1800, 1805 and 1806, by the
direction .0 to his forees upon an extremity of the strategical front of
the enemy, or else that of the direction upon the centre, which succeeded
g0 well with him in 1796, 1809 and 1814. The whole according to the
respective positions of the armies, and according to the divers maxims
given in Article 21.

4. To choose well our eventual strategical lines of mancenvre, by giv-
ine them a direction snitable for being able to act with the better part
of our divisions, and for preventing on the contrary, the parts of the hostile
army from concentrating, or from reciprocally sustaining each other.

5. To combine properly, in the same spirit of ensemble and centraliza-
tion, all the strategical positions, as well as all the great detachments
which we should be called upon to make, in order to embrace the indis-
pensable parts of the strategic field.

6. Finally, to impress upon onr masses the greatest activity and the
greatest possible mobility, to the end that by their suce sive and alter-
nate employment upon the points where it is important to strike, we at-
tain the capital end of putting in action superior forces against fractions
merely of the hostile army.

It is by the vivacity of our movements that we multiply the action of
our forces, in nentralizing on the contrary, a great part of those of our ad-
versary; but if this vivacity suffices often to procure successes, its effects
are centupled, if we give a skillful direction to the efforts which it would
lead to, that is to say, when those efforts should be directed upon the de-
cisive strategic points of the zone of operations, where they could carry
the most fatal blows to the-enemy.

Meanwhile, as we are not always in condition to adopt this decisive
point, exelusive of every other, we can content ourselves at times with
attaining in good part the object of every enter . by knowing how to
combine the rapid and suce » employment of our forces upon isolated
parties, the defeat of which would be inevitable ; when we shall nnite the

£

double condition of rapidity and vivacity in the employment of masses,
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with a good direction, we shall only be the more assured of victory and
its great results.

The operations which best prove these truths are those so often cited of
1809 and 1814, as also that ordered at the end of 1793, by Carnot, al-
ready mentioned in Art. 24, and the details of which will be found in vol.
4, of my history of the wars of the Revolution. Forty battalions, trans-
ported successively from Dunkirk to. Menin, to Mauberge and to Landan,
by reinforcing the armies which were already found there, decided four
victories which saved France.

The whole strategical science would have been found contained in this
wise operation, if to that combination one had been able to add the merit
of its application to the decisive strategic point of the theatre of war;
but it was not so, for the Austrian army, being then the principal party
of the coalition, and having its retreat upon Cologne, it was upon the
Meuse that a general effort would have carried the severest blows. The
committee provided for the most immediate danger, and the observation
which I allow myself could diminish in nothing the merit of its maneuvre ;
it contains the half of the strategical principle, the other half consists pre-
cisely in giving to such efforts the most decisive direction, as Napoleon did
at Ulm, at Jena and at Ratisbon. The whole art of strategical warfare
is contained in these three different applications. T shall be pardoned for
repeating so often these same citations, I have already given the motives
for it.

It would be useless, I think, to add, that one of the great objects of
strategy is to be able to secure advantages to the army, by preparing for
it the most favorable theatre for its operations, if they have place in our
own country; the situation of places, of intrenched camps, of tétes-
de-ponts, the opening of communications upon great decisive direction, do
not form the least interesting part of this science ; we have indicated all
the signs by which one may easily recognise those lines and those decisiv
points, whether permanent or eventual.

CHAPTER IV.

GRAND TACTICS, AND BATTLES.

Battles are the definitive shock of two armies which are contending for
great questions of policy or of strategy. Strategy leads armies upon the
decisive points of the zone of operations, prepares the chances of battle,
and influences in advance its results ; but it is for tactics, united to cour-
age, to genius and to fortune, to gain them.

Grand tactics is then the art of well combining and well conducting
battles; the directing principle of the combinations of tactics is the same
as that of strategy, it is the carrying the weight of our forces upon a part
only of the hostile army and upon the point which promises the greatest
results.

It has been said that battles were difinitively the principal and decisive
action of war : this assertion is not always exact, for we have seen armies
destroyed by strategic operations without there having been battles, but
onlv a series of small combats. It is true also that a complete and deci-
.='m-1 victory may give the same results without there having been grand
strategic combinations.

The results of a battle depend ordinarily upon a union of causes which
are not alwavs in the domain of the military art; the kind of order of bat
tle :lt]npll_ﬂ.‘ﬂin' wisdom of its measures of execution, the more or 'h-ﬂ
loval and enlightened concurrence of the ientenants of the generalissimo,

the cause of the strnggle, the entl , the proportions and the quality




