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eﬁ'orlts to which we should render homage. We do not know which to
admire most, the plan of operations which brought the Russian armies
fl.'om the depths of Moldavia, from Moscow and Polotsk, upon the Bert,:
sina, as to a n:mlvzvm:a of peace—a plan which came near bringing about
the capture of their formidable adversary, or the admirable consts
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ARTIOLE XX XI1X.

CANTONMENTS AND WINTER QUARTERS
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however compactly they may be made, it is always difficult to have them
sufficiently so not to be exposed to the enemy. A country where there is
an abundance of large cities, like Lombardy, Saxony, the low countries,
Arabia, old Prussia, presents more facilities for establishing quarters
therein than countries where cities are rare. Not only are resources there
found for the subsistence of troops, but shelters are found near to each
other, which permit the maintaining divisions together. In Poland, in

Russia, in a part of Austria and France, in Spain, in Southern Ifaly, it
is more difficult to establish ourselves in winter quarters.

Formerly, each party entered them respectively. at the end of October,
and contented themselves with taking reciprocally & few battalions too
isolated at advanced posts; it was a partisan warfare.

The surprise of the Austrian winter quarters by Turenne, in Upper
Alsacé. in 1674, is one of the operations which best indicate what can
be undertaken against hostile cantonments, and the precautions which
chould be taken on our side, in order that the enemy do not form the same
enterprises.

To establish cantonments very compactly, and upon a space as extended
in depth as in breadth, to the end of avoiding too long a line, always easy
to pierce and impossible to rally; to cover them by a river or by a first
line of troops barracked and supported by field works ; to fix upon places
of concentration which may in every case be attained in advance of the
ecnemy ; to cause the avenues to the army to be scoured by permanent
patrols of cavalry ; finally, to establish alarm signals for the case of a
serious attack. These are, in my opinion, the best maxims that could be
given.

In the winter of 1807, Napoleon cantoned his army behind the Passarge
in the face of the enemy ; the advanced guards alone were barracked in
proximity with the cities of Gutstadt, Osterode, &e. This army exceeded
a hundred and twenty thousand men, and there was much skill necessary
to maintain and nourish it in this position until the month of June. The
country favored, it is true, this system, and we do not find everywhere one
as suitable.

An army of a hundred thousand men may find compact winter quarters
in countries where cities abound, and of which we have spoken above.
When the army is more numerous, the difficulty is increased ; it is true,
however, that, if the extent of quarters is augmented in proportion to
the numerical force, it must be owned also that the means of resistance

to a hostile irruption is*increased in the same progression : the

essential point is to be able to unite fifty or sixty thousand men Wi
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and twenty hours; with this force, and the certainty of seeing it ang

mented still, continnally, we may resist until the asse mbling of the army,
however numerous it may be.

In spite of that, it must be admitted that it will ever be a del lic
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to Sicily ; the expedition of Alexander to Asia Minor; those of Casar
fo l-,u'flaurl and to Africa; those of Germanicus to the mouths of the
Elbe; the Crusades ; the expeditions of the people of the north to Eng-
land, tu France, and even to Italy?

Since the invention of cannon, the too relebrated Armada of Philip IT
was the only colossal enterprise until that which Napoleon formed against
England in 1803. All the other expeditions beyond the sea were partial
uper-.l'iions; those of Charles V, and of Sebastian of Portugal, upon the
Coast of Africa ; several descents, like those of the French upon the
United States of America, upon Egypt and St. Domingo ; those of the
English upon Hgypt, Holland, Copenhagen, _Lul\\m'p Philadelphia, -all
enter into the same category. I do not speak of the project of Hoche
against Ireland, for it did not suceed, and it shows all the difficulty of
these kinds of enterprises.

"The large armies which the great States keep up at this day, does not
admit of their being attacked by descents of thirty or forty thousand men.
We can then only form similar ente 11l1£~h against secondary States, for
it is very difficult to embark a hundred %r & hundred and fifty thousand
men, with the immense equipment of artillery, munitions, cavalry, &e.

Meanwhile, we have been on the point of seeing resolved in our day
this immense problem of grand descents, if it be true that Napoleon ever
really entertained the serious project of transporting his hundred and
sixty thousand veterans from Boulogne into the bosom of the British
Islands ; unfortunately, the non-execution of that colossal project has
left an impenetrable veil over this grave question.

It was not impossible to unite fifty French vessels-of-theline in La
Manche, deceivine the English; this réunion was on the eve of heing effected,
hence it was not then impossible, if the wind favored the enterprise, for
the flotilla to pass in two days, and to effect the debarkation. But what
would have become of the army if a gale of wind dispersed the fleet of war
vessels, and if the Engligh, returned in force in La Manche, defeated it or
constrained it to regain its ports 2

Posterity will regret, for the sake of the example to ages to come,
that this immense enterprise had not been brought to its close, or at least
attempted. Doubtless many a brave man would have perished in it ; but
have not those brave men been less usefully destroyed on the plains of
Suabia, of Moravia, of Castile, in the mountains of Portugal, or in the
forests of Lithyania? What mortal would not be glorified for contribn-
ting to the decision of the greatest cause that has ever been debated be-
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tween two great nations? At least will our posterity find, in the pre-
parations which were made for this descent, one of the most important
lessons which this memorable age has furnished for the study of military
men and statesmen. The labors of every kind performed on the coasts
of France from 1803 to 1805, will be one of the most extraordinary
monuments of the activity, foresight and skill of Napoleon ; they cannot
be too highly commended for the study of young military men. But ad-
mitting the possibility even of succeeding in a great descent, undertaken
upon a coast as neighboring as Boulogne is to Dover, what success could
be promised from it, if such an 4rmada had a longer navigation to make
to attain its end? What means are there of moving such a multitude of
small vessels, even for two days and two nights? and to what chances
would not one be expesed by ging in such a navigation in a high
Besides that, the artillery, the munitions of
war, equipments, provisions, the fresh water necessary to be embarked
with this multitude of men, require an immense preparation and equipage.

sea, with light pinnaces?

Experience has demonstrated the difficulties of a distant expedition,
even for a corps which does not :xrm_l thirty thousand men. Hence it is
evident that a descent can be effected with such a foree only in four hy-
potheses :— Y ;

1st. Against colonies, or isolated possessions ;

2d. Ag

st powers of the second rank, which could not be immediate
; sustained

-
3d. In order to effect a temporary diversion, or to seize a post, the oc
cupation of which for a given time would have a high importance ;
4th. For a divers

ion, at the same time political and military, against a
State already en

in a great war, and whose troops should be em-
ployed far from the point.

These kinds of operations are difficult to subject to rules: to deceive

the enemy as to the point of debarkation; to choose an anchorage where

it can be done simultaneously ; to exercise all the activity possible, and
to seize promptly upon a point of support in order to protect the succes-
sive development of the troops; to land immediately the artillery, to give
assurance and protection to the troops disembarked ; this is nearly every-
thing which can be recommended to the assailant. k 3

The great difficulty of such an operation arises from the fact that the
transport vessels never being able to approach the shore, it is necessary
to place the troops on the few shallops which follow the fleet, so that the

descent is long and successive, which gives the enemy great advantages,
i L=
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however little he may be prepared. If the sea be the least rough, the
fate of the disembarking troops will be much hazarded ; for what can
infantry do, huddled in the shallops, battered by the waves, ¢ nerally tried
by sea sickness, and nearly out of condition to use their arms?

- With rerard to the defender, he can only be advised not to divide his
forces too Amm:!n in order to cover everything. It is impossible to furnish
all the shores of a country with coast batteries, and with battalions to
defend them ; but it is necessary, at least, to cover the approaches to
those points where there are great establishments to protect. It is neces-
sary to have signals in order to know promptly the point of debarkation,
and o unite, if it be possible, all our means before the enemy has taken
golid footing with all his. -

The configuration of the coast will as much influence upon the
descent as upon the defense. There are countries where coasts are steep,
and offer few points accessible at the same time to vessels and to the troops
which it is the question to land ; then those known points, being few in
number, are more easy to watch, and the enterprise on that account be-
comes more difficult. Finally, descents offer a strategic combination
which it is useful to point out. It is, that the principle which forbids a
continental army to direct its principal forces between the sea and the
hostile army, requires, on the contrary, that the army which operates a
descent, preserve always its principal force in communication with the
shore, which is at the same time its line of retreat and base of supply.
For the same reason his first care should be to assure himself of a fortified
port, or, at least, of a tongue of land easy to intrench, and in reach of a
good anchorage, so fhat, in case of reverse, the re-embarkation can be
made without too much precipitation and loss.




