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tom to attach one or two brigades of light cavalry to each of the infantry
corps ; those in the centre place it in preference behind the line, those of
the wings may place it upon their flanks. With regard to the reserves
of this arm, if it be sufficiently strong for organizing three corps, to the
end that the centre and each of the wings have its reserve, it would bean
order as perfect as could be desired. In defanlt of that, we could dis-
pose this reserve in two columns, the one at the point where the centre is
connected with the right, the other between the centre and the left ; these
columns eould thus arrive with the same facility upon every point of the
line which should be menaced.®

The artillery, now more movable, is indeed as formerly distributed
upon the whole front, since each division has its own. Meanwhile it is
well to observe that, its organization being perfected, we can better dis-
tribate it according to need, and it is ever a great fault to scatter it too
much. There exists, for the rest, few positive rules upon this distribution
of artillery, for who would dare to counsel, for example, to block-up a
gap in a line of battle, by placing a hundred pieces in a single battery,
far from the whole line, as Napoleon did with so much success at Wa-

>

gram? Not beinz able here to enter into all the details of this arm, we
g : .

will limit ourselves to saying :

1. That horse artillery ought to be placed upon the ground where it
can be moved in every direction.

2. That foot artillery, especially that of pogition, would be better posted,
on the contrary, upon a point where it would he covered by ditches, or
by hedges which would secure it against a sudden charge of cavalry. 1
need not izi_'\'th;n.in order to preserve toit its greatest effect, we shounld be
careful not to post it upon too elevated eminences, but rather upon fiat
grounds or slopes like a glacis ; this is what every souslicutenant ought
to know.

3. If the horse artillery be principally joined to the eavalry, it is well,
however, that each army corps have its own, for gaining rapidly a point
essential to occupy. Besides that, it is proper that there be some of it in
the artillery reserve, in order to be able to direct it with more prompti-
tude to the succor of a menaced point. General Benningsen had cause to
congratulate himself at Eylau for having united fifty-eight pieces in re-

serve, for they contributed powerfully to re< stablishing affairs between the

centre and the left where his line echanced to be broken.

* Tt is well understood that this position suppos ground fayorable for that arm. a
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4 If one be on the defensive, it is proper to place a part of the batte-
ries of heavy calibre upon the front, instead of holding them in reserve,
sinee it is the object to batter the enemy at the greatest possible distance,
in order to arrest the impulsion of his attack and to scatter confusion in
his columns.

5. Tn the same condition it seems suitable, that apart from the reserve,
the artillery be equally distribnted upon the whole line, since one has an
equal interest in re _ .
is not ricorously true, for the nature of the ground, and the evident pro-

clling the enemy upon every point; this, meanwhile,

: = 4L - G
jects of the enemy, might necessitate the carrying of the bulk of the
artillery upon a wing or upon the centre. ;

6. Tn the offensive it may be equally advantageous 1o concentrate a
verv strong artillery mass upon & point where we shounld wish to direct a
(l--rs‘.ai\'c effort. to the end of making a breach in the hostile line, which
would facilitate the grand attack upon which might depend the success
of the battle. .

Having to treat here only of the distribution of the arfillery, we shall

gpeak farther on of its employment in combats.

ARTIOLE XLIV.

THE FORMATION AND EMPLOY MENT OF INFANTRY.

The infantry i, without contradiction, the most important arm, smce it
forms the !‘nlu:vth'lh-é of an army, and it is it which carries positions or de-
fends them. But if it must be admitted that next to the talent of ﬂl.l‘
general it is the first ment of victory, it must be owned also t.h:n it
finds & powerful support 11 the cavalry and artillery, and that withont
their assistance it would often find itself much exposed, and able only to
gain half suec A

We ghall ne s the old dispntes upon t :
sch was thought to be decided, is far from

low and the deep

order, although the ques ) :
beine exhausted, and placed in a point of view which permits the resolv-
ing it by examples and probabilities, at least. The war with Spain and

- alativ o he ¢
the battle of Waterloo have renewed the controversies relative to the ad
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vantages of fire, or the shallow order, over the impulsion of columns of
attack, or the deep order; we shall express our opinion farther on.
In the meantime we must not be mis@nderstood ; it is no longer the

ed victo-

e e

fuises of

nd bave

question now to dispute whether Lloyd was right in wishing to give to the
infantry a fourth rank armed with pikes, to the end of offering a greater

yotics of

wvaluable
shock in moving upon the enemy, or more resistance in receiving his at- tizing us

tack ; every experienced military man acknowledges in our day, that his is all

there is already sufficient difficulty in moving with order, battalions de-
ployed in three cdosed ranks, and that a fourth rank would add to this em-

rms, has
harrassment, without adding the least thing to their strength. It is aston-

8 he has
ishing that Lloyd, who had made war, should have insisted so much upon ainty 1o
1he has
i the de-

this material force; for the contact is very rarely sufficiently close, in
order that this mechanical superiority be put to the test; and if these
ranks turn their backs, it is not the fourth that will restrain them. This
augmentation of a rank diminishes, in the defensive, the front and the fire,
whilst that in the offensive, it is far from offering the mobility and the
impulsion which are the advantages of columns of attack. We might affirm

| merely
le mea-

even that it will diminish that impulsion, for it is more difficult to cause wtering

eight hundred men to march in line of battle with four full ranks than in

three, although there'be a quarter less extent of front: the difficulty of

the jointing of the two middle ranks, amply makes up for this slight B

difference. l
Lloyd has not been much more happy in the choice of the means

which he proposes for diminishing the inconvenience of narrowing the

front; it is so absurd that we cannot conceive how @ man of genius

could have ill'!:t'_"i!u‘li it. He would deploy twenty l\‘::Hu]iﬂn;, Iv:ul'im: be- br the
tween each of them a hundred and fifty yards, that is to say, an interval Lh of
equal to their front ; we may imagine what would become of those bat- post
talions all disunited and isolated at snch a distance, leaving between

; tems :
them twenty raps where cavalry could penetrate in strong columns, to rd
Iy 1 . . 5 E i aeep
take them in flank, and sweep them like dust before the wind. | l :
= ? : - e : 3 entre,
I'he question, we have said, no longer ‘consists in discussing upon the

augmentation of the number of ranks of a line, but merely to decide } pone
whether it onght to be composed of deployed battalions, acting only by | SUNE
their fire, or rather of columns of attack formed, each of a battalion phes
ployed upon the two platoons of the centre, and acting only by their im-

Foens
pulsion and their impetuosity.

lines
Several modern writers have treated these matters with sagacity, with-

out any one of them succeeding to present any thing conclusive, because

in tacties all is much more subjected to unexpected events, to sudden in-

. F 2 . ; itlé ¢f Thetiea of the Three Arms ; but it presents a system of masses too ac-
sirations ey PR TR S St 5 : under tHETHE e Tw :
spirations, to the moral, and to individualities. Guibert was the mo.t Eiealetod A Franst M. Jaqiintt hia atarglven & ool Slanentacy eouims.




PLATE IIIL. v

DIFFERENT FORMATIONS FOR COMBAT.

N. B.—All the dispositions supposed for a Division of twelve battalions.

Fie. 1. |
! | Ovder deployed upon two lines.

[ = = =| [ ] = ] = 3 = ]
= et — =i I : —] ¢ ] = ——— —
Instead of putting the battalions in A Fig. 2. .
column behind the 1st and 4th Divi- 5 ) 3 4 4 e ) _
ot Titey Tk o pluséd Ty YO Four Regiments of three Battalions, one of which is w@ﬁu._owo& and the other two in column. i i i
side of them, which would augment = —_—t e = == = == =0
the front by two divisions per regi- _— e = [ = = === =
ment. = = = o === ﬂm.,m_ ﬁ.ﬁ I.m_
: Fia. 4. i ‘
The same Division formed by Brigades
[ I
=
_
F1a 3. — F
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|
Column of ten Battalions deployed —— .
one behind the other with a Battal- e 3 ————— | M
ion on each flank marching by files. —
_—
———————=
_—
Fra. b.
g Fia. 6.
Twelve Battalions in columns of atfack upon two lines with
slcirmishers in the intervals, The same Battalions placed in two ranks instead of three, and the *.o._ﬁw Division deployed as skirmishers.
o.o ..uo oo Do‘.]Wnem Mao.aaoocna..uunoﬁaoa.onon0oc.coca,..o.oavqo.uoooo“
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Fra. 7.
Divisions in.squares by Battalion disposed checker-wise.
e : e 2 Fic. 8.
] The same Divisions in long squares by Battalions.
et 0 6 ] () v e gl R L |
; :
: Fia. 9. 4
i - Phe same in squares by Regiments of three Battalions.
Fia. uw ]
Division of Cavalry of five Regiments. :
i . i = The squares may also be formed in unmasked echelons.
[ =l [ 1 I [ "
— pemsrne. | e ) o
= r 1 Tk :
The Cavalry should be deployed checker- . o
wige rather than in full lines. Al the orders of battle may be formed with
squares as well as with deployed lines, ;
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eloquent advocate of the shallow order and of fires, and a hundred victo-
vies of the late wars bas given it a hundred denials. The Marquises of
Chambray and Ternay have approached the same questions, and have
given birth to doubts without resolving them. The course of tactics of

for orders of battle especially, valuable -
ribing absolute rules, but for familiarizing us

all

the latter p}‘ié'.<<,>1)ts neverthe
developments, not for pr
with the different combinations which may result from them; this is
the advantage that can be promised from a tactical work.®

General Okounief, in his argued disquisition upon the three arms, has
not shown less penetration, nor obtained less success. Perhaps he has
not been sufficiently conclusive and has allowed yet some uncertainty to
hover over the sofition of ‘the problem. Like his predecessors, he has
not enquired whether the French columns, repulsed by the fire of the de-
ployed English, were not masses much too deep, instead of being merely
columns of a single battalion, like those of which we have just made mea-

tion, which would constitute a capital difference.

I shall resume the points of view which the question presents.
There exist, in fact, but five modes in forming troops for encountering

the enemy.

1. As skirmishers;

2. Into deployed lines, either continuous or checker-wise, (en échi-
quier ;) &

3. In lines of battalions ployed upon the centre of each battalion ;

4. In deep masses;

5. In small squares

The skirmishérs are an aceessorary, for they ought only to cover the
ling properly so called by favor of “the ground, to protect the march of
the columns, to fill up the intervals, or defend the approaches of a post.

These divers modes of formation are thus reduced to four systems:
the shallow order, or the one deployed into three-ranks: the half deep
order, formed of a line of battalions in columns of attack upon the centre,
or of squares by battalions ; the mixed order where the regiments should
be in part deployed, and partly in columns; finally, the deep order, com-
posed of heavy columns of battalions, deployed the one behind the other:

The order deployed upon two lines, with a reserve, was formerly gen-
erally used, it is -ially nseful in the defensive. Those deployed lines
may be continuous, formed checker-wise, (en échiquier,) or in echelons.
% The Pri an Major Decker, has written in German, a work equally good t8 consult,
under the title of Tactics of the Three Arms ; but it presents a sy

cumulated. In France M. Jaquinot has also given a good elementary course.
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The order by which each battalion of a line is found formed in column
of attack by divisions upon the centre, is more concentrated; it is in
some sort a line of small eolamns, (like the fizure 5 of the opposite
plate.) _

In the present regulation of three ranks, the battalion havine four di-

i this column would present twelve ranks in depth, which gives
perhaps too many non-combattants, and too much exposure of artillery.
To diminish these inconveni , it has been proposed, whenever it
should be desired to employ infantry in columns of attack, to form it
into two ranks, to place but three divisions of each battalion behind
each other, and to deploy the fourth as skirmishers in the intervals of the
battaliens and upon the flanks, but to rally them behind the three di-
visions, if the enemy’s cavalry chanced to charge. (See figure 6.) Fach
battalion would have by this means two hundred more shots, besides those
which the increase, by a third, of the front would give by putting the
third rank in the first two. Thus theré would be in fact but a depth of
six men, and we should obtain one hundred files front, and four hundred
ghots for each eolumn of attack of a battalion.

There would thus be strength and mobility united.+ A battalion of
ight handred men, formed, after the method in use, into eolumn of four

sions, presents about sixty files to each division, and the first alone
firing by two ranks, there would be bat one hundred and twenty shots to
furnish for each of the battalioss thus placed in line, whereas, according
to the mode proposed, there would be four hundred delivered.

But whilst seeking the means of obtaining more fire at need, it is im-
portant to recollect also that the column of attack is not destined to fire,
and that it ought to reserve this meansfor a desperate case; for, i it
commences to fire in marching upon the enemy, its impulsion will become
null, and the attack will fail. Besides that, this reduced order would be
advantageous only against infantry, for the column of four sections of
three ranks, forming a kind of solid square, is better against cavalry.
The Arch-Duke Charles was fortunate at Essling, and especially at Wa-

mployed to e § four or five regiments, as well as for designating
tk 1¢ battalion. e confugion in tactical language which it would
t to aboli It is to the rey ions alone that this right is reserved.
oy take the rmishers from the third rank of each eompany
column & g stead of twelve, and procures more
rallying th nishers in column, perhaps it would be bet~
m the entire fourfh division ; ome would then have nine ranks, or
nst infantry, and the full column of twelve ranks

‘rl'-'
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oram, in having adopted this last order, which I proposed in my uhap}-:-r
D : y = . y L ey 2 RN - 3 e oo et &
upon the general principles of war published in 1807 ; the brave cavairy

of Bessieres could do nothing against those little masses.

In order- to give more solidity to the column proposed, we could in
truth call in the skirmishers and reform the fourth section; but there
would always be but two ranks, which would pr much less resistance
aganinst a {'fl:ll';;'u pringipally upon the flanks. If for diminishing this i%y
convenience, we wish to form square, many military men think that in
two ranks '1L. would offer less consistency still than the column. 3[0;1!1-
while the English squares were of only two ranks at Waterloo, :m_d in
spite of the hergic efforts of the French cavalry, there was but a single
battalion broken.

I have explained all the parts of the process ; it remains fn!' me .(u ob-
serve that if it were desired to adopt the formation in two rabks for the
column of attack, it would be difficult to preserve that in three ramks
for deployed lines, an army being scarcely able o have two modes of
Ei.nrmut‘inﬁ. or at least to employ them alternately on the field of 11;}1‘1‘.'-.
Henee what Enropean army (if we except the English) m'»ui.d ln-. risked
to deploy in lines of two ranks? It would be necessary in this case
never to move but in column of attack.

I conclude from thence that thesystem employed by the Russians and the
Prussians, that of forming the column of four divisions im three ranks,
of which one could at need be employed as skirmishers, is that which is
generally applicable to all situations, whilst that the other of \\;hich
we have spoken is suitable only in certain cases, and would require a
double mode of formation.

Independently of the two orders above mentioned, there u_xi-h a 15111x|-|l,
which Napoleon employed at the Tagliamento, and the Russians at Eylau ;

1 +ments of three battalions deployed one in first line, and formed
the other two behind this one, upon the platoons of itsextremities, (I
same platel)

This regulation, which belongs also to the semi-profound order, is
saitable, in fact, for the offensive-defensive, because the troops deployed
in first line resist a long time by a murderous fire, the effect of which al-
wavs somewhat shakes the enemy ; then the troops, formed in column,

# M. de Wagner seems to call in question that I contributed to the adoption of this for-
mation. His Royal Highness, the Arch-Duke himself, assured me of it in the meanwh
in 1814 : for, in the Austrian as well as in the French rogulations. it was nsed only for the

sts, and not for lines of battle.
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r.:un_dstln.mu}l through the intervals and throw themselves upon him with
\,Ttl:i‘,: 2 Perhaps we could augment the advantage of this formation by
E.,_;m.‘: “.1:'}‘_.1}[‘\:ri':;:l”:,h‘”'l;\ 1:1 ”,IL-.] :\xiny upon the same line as that of 'd;e
N, 7 ¢ deployed in such a manner that the first divisions
I]Il'm‘m- battalions would be in line. There would thus be a half 11-;;.:
;A 1jm muf'v for each regiment in the first line, which for fire would not
be inconsiderable ; but it might be feared that those divisions putti
themselves in condition for firing, the two battalic kep :'Um iy
I'J(’ I'Lllllt'lll'll upo hi‘ ene 4 '—' 3 : L' m-:’ “‘ln ;, C'.Jhmm ::
oI pon t nemy would be less ecasily disposable. However
I::IL;!:HAI:]:]:;J: : cases 1\\hun- such an order would be advantageous, it la
sulliciently so for rendering it y to indicate i ~iriah
The order in very <]:-|-1}r'1nl;ln':v:‘l“i13 ::IH“SI[( ”l: I'TI! i
We have seen in the late wars 1?‘ E e ..“ll\t 5‘“1.1111'](‘- (fg. 3)
and compressed behind eacl th it o T“"‘[\_“ i
mT .]_\ . .| ‘t.u 1 other, forming thirty-six erowded and aceu-
LIRS v i uch masses are exposed to the ravages of artillery, diminisk
:i]]nhill{l\' and impulston, without adding any sII‘L'1|;_-Il!. ‘f'hixl “1 ¥ n:j:]nil
e causes of the : " th ] ‘ Soe
(‘ullt'.m‘|l1:|: _\'{fnl}l]ﬁu|';1]\WIM.!-]11-‘.I“.l'll.l‘.lﬁll “'E‘HW I“"‘_'“"]' e
and but for the s |'|l;‘ S flt Wagram, it paid dearly for it,
il Ilw. \;‘ 'hil;uxh l‘.;n_-: -.Im;u:]\w of Davoust and of Oudinot upon
ks ( tire, ]E‘ is not probable that it would have came out
Vit 1‘.“,]““\; |1‘--m the position in which, for a moment, it saw itself placed
When it is decided to risk such a mass, it is necessary, at loast 11:‘1”.I' .
:':n‘i.'- i{.) a—‘.\'l‘:iu";sh upon each flank a battalion ].Il{ll'l_‘[l]l]‘_" by ]t'l].:“i .in 1:1‘“1\"3
that if _Itu- enemy chanced to charge in force upon T}U\h(". T‘]'ml(:‘lit W ‘;Ii
ll“l.“hll“:ll the column to halt, (see fig. 3 ;) protected by 11; IS 1 at o "
which will face to the enemy, it will be able at least to c nili;‘lut ;‘:”I‘:l‘"“l"'
! continue its march

to the object assigned it, otherwise thi
] igned it, otherwise this great mass, battered by converging
- =l -

fires to which it h: ‘
2 iich it has no means of o ¢
d 1eans pposing even a proper impulsi 9!
i il T ‘ proper impulsion, will
put in disorder like the column at Fontenoi, or broken as the M
: i, I as the Mace-
donian phalanx was by Paulus Emilius 5
Sauares are oood :
= quares are good in plains and agwinst an enemy superior in cavalry
ey were made formerlv very oy ol Rk
ey ,IH made formerly very large, but it is acknowlede®d that the
square by regiment is the best for the defensi & :
Ili- e rej ent is the best for the defensive, and the square by bat
alior + the sive ‘e s i Tonmctian
3 1 for th ensive. 'We can, accore to circumstances, form them
into perfect squares or into long squares, in order to present
I 8, 2 resent

greater front, and obtai ; -
! " ain more fire on the sid i
11 side from whence the

nemy is expected to come, (

€ I' 1y 18 expected to come, (see fig. 8 and 9.) A regiment of three bai
Ry o ), < 4 ree bal-
talions would easily form a long square by breaking the middl f
and causine eacl ;i N y breaking the middle battalion
and causing each half battalion to move, the one to the rich {
other to the left. SEa gt

I. e ars w 3 S 1 2
1 E WE with I'urkey, squares T ] ) :
i ar A ’ 1ares wer almost exciusively Employed
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because hostilities took place in the vast plains of Bassarabia, of Molda-
via and of Wallachia, and the Turks had an immense cavalry. Bat, if
3alkan or beyond, and if their fendal caval-

operations have place in the
proportions, the im-

ry give place to an arm organized in the European

portance of squares will diminish, and the Russian infantry will show all

its superiority in Romelia.

Be that as it may, the order in squares by regiments of battalions ap-
pears suitable to every kind of attack, whenever there is a superiority in
\ eround, favorable to the charges of

cavalry, and we manceuvre On ever
a battalion of eight

the enemy. The long square, applied especially to
hich three should march abreast, and one upon each of the

platoons, of w
‘or moving to the attack than a deployed battalion ;

sides, would be better {
it would be less suitable than the column proposed farther back, but there
would be less wavering and more impulsion than if it marched in a de-

ployed line ; it would have, moreover, the advantage for being in condition

against cavalry.
It would be difficult to affirm that each of those formations are always
Wl : but it will be admitted, at least, that it is an incon-

good, or always be
_there is necessary a mode which should

testable rule that, for the offensive
unite mobility, solidity, and impulsion, whilst for the defensive there is
wanted solidity united to the grealest possible fire.

main to decide whether the Pravest offen-

This truth admitted, it will re
and deprived of fire, will hold out long

sive troops, formed in columns

against deployed troops having twenty thousand musket shots to send it,

and able to deliver it two or three hundred thousand in five minutes.
In the late wars, we have often seen Russian, French and Prussian
columns, carry positions at the sapport arims, without firing a shot ; it is
the trinmph of impulsion and of the moral effect which it produces, but
against the murderous fire and the sang froid of the English infantry,
eolumns hate not had the same success at Talavera, at Busaco, at Fuente
di Onor, at Albuera, and still less at Waterloo.
lent to conclude from thence that this

Meanwhile, it wounld be impruc
result should cause the balance to incline decidedly in favor of the shallow
order and of fire; for, if the French were ;u_-mn:ml:nnl.iu all these affairs

into masses too profound, as I haye more than once seen with my own

eves, it is not astonishing that enormous colum ormed into deployed

and wavering battalions, battered in front and flank by a murderous fire,
and assailed on all sides, have experienced the fate which we have pointed
taken place w ith columns

ont above. But would the same resnlt have
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of attack fi 2 eae fgipsniay -2 T e ; 2 "
¥ s ILLI“';Fde each of a single battalion ployed upon the centre accord- finally the march in battle by the flank of platoons, operations all more
1o 10 rule ? 0 ink =0 : $ = . : dem ?: = et

I do not think so, and in order to judge of the decided or less dangerous in front of an adversary who knows how to profit from

S{:P ”_‘“”'i“-" (‘_r - s.lzulluv.‘ or firing order, over the half deep order, or that them. Meanwhile, as we have said, a skillful general can, according to
0 u' sive 15;;};3]1::(.‘11. ‘1t 1\'011!(1 be necessary to witness repeatedly what ‘ circumstances and loealities, combine the employment of the two systems.
.\-'w:lltl ) p]].“u to :lL u_',-iv,u.u_\'_‘-‘l line which should be boldly attacked by an \ If experience has proved to me long since that one of the most diffi-
. e.s_anz'::leu“ lh;;. 6 of plate _’) As for myself, I can affirm that, in all cult problems of the tacties of war was the best mode of forming troops
onsin which I have been, I have seen these little columns succeed. for going to combat, I have found out also that to resolve this great pro-

Jl_‘.l....m.\f-y_ Is it easy to adopt another order for marching to the attack blem in an absolute minner, and by an exclusive system, is a thing im-
W asmoai n? e . . 3.0 x -

of a*position? Is it possible for this purpese to conduct an immense line possible.
in deployed order and firing? I believe that every oue will pronounce In the first place, the nature of countries differ essentially. There are
for the negativé : to throw twenty and thirty battalions in line. executi those where we can manceuvre two hundred thousand men deployed, as in

y and thirty battalions in line, executing "

1 fire by file or by ple rith the obiect of crownin . 5 Jhampagne ; there are s, like Italy, Switzerle s valley of the
1 f \I ‘ y file or by .]\].Lmuu, .\\m.: the (J}-l_‘|Lf.[ of crowning a p on well Champagne ; there are others, like Italy, Switzerland, the valley of t
I."[A-I.:L‘ d, 18 to arrive there in disorder like a flock of sheep, or rather it
is never to suceeed. of ten battalions. The degree of instruction of the troops in all kinds of

Rhine, the half of Hungary, where we could scarcely deploy a division

mancenvres, their armament and their national character, could also have

1

What ought we to conclude from all that we have just said ? 1st, That

if the deep order is dangerous, the semi-profound order is excellent for an influence upon formations.
sive. 2d, That the column of attack by battalions is the best order By favor of the great discipline of the Russian infantry, and of its in-
ing positions, but that is is nee ary to diminish as mueh as pos- struction in mancenvres of every species, it is possible that they may suc-
pth, to give more fire at need, and to diminish the effect .,{'A;i,:. ceed in moving it in great lines with sul t order and harmony for
fire ; it is proper, moreover, to cover it hy many skirmishers, and causing it to adopt a system which would, I think, be impracticable with

1 v Co . 93 M £1 Yacs . .
t by cavalry. 3d, That the deployed order as first line, with

1 @ column, is that which is the best suited tc » defensive.

aught me to believe everything possible, and I am not of thenumber of

the French or the Prussians at this day. Mgy experience of this kind has
1

> one and the other may triumph -accordi orthodox persons who admit but one same type and ¢ ne system for
1 have for employi Iy disposable forces, as we all armies, as for all countries.

L e .of 1he ) tive, in Article 16 and Article 31 In order to approach the nearest possible to the solution of the pro-
ilten, th H : blem, it seems to me then that we ought to seek—

I had pl . the numerous inventions whicl
ve ha lace 1n the art of pat A116r T w 1 s ik 1 T : ‘ oOving i i : o enemy : : ‘
L g oY Ther wodldbibable o militats in (a) The best mode of moving in sight of the enemy, but still out of

favor of the denloved order. ever T 2 R e L
g et e hhmpela Tl k. However, it ach of his shot ;
loo (b) The best mode of advancing to the attack ;

(c) The best order of defensive battle.

Whatever solution may be given to these questions, it appears to me

er system for leading infantry to the assault of a : suitable, in every case, to exercise the troops :—

B R = et L : 5 - . . 4 . e 1] o b
the column by battalions. Perhaps it will even be i 1. In the march in columns of battalions upon the centre, for deploy-

ine. if desired, within reach of the musket, or for advancing on the

-

harl 4 +1 : J 1 . §
back to the infantry the casques and cuirasses th

> throwing it upon the enemy in deployed lines. But if w enemy, even with the columns, if it be necessary ;
st 9. In the march in deployed and continuous lines, by eight or ten bat-

1
1CASL,

return decidedly to this deployed system, it would be necessary, at
" . o C NECCSSAry, 1

1 arehine ” LSRR S . i !

in marching to the'attack to find a more favorable means than that of talions at a time ;

lone continuous dines and o 1A g J . ¥ . q v gLk
ong continuous dines, and to adopt either columns at di s for deploy- 3. In the march en échiquier of battalions deployed, which offer broken

en en échiguier, or lines more easy to move than long continuous lines;
quier, A g
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4. In the march in advance by the flanks of platoons;

5. In the march in advance by small squares, either in line or en échi-
quier;

6. In the changes of front, by means of these various methods of
marching ;

7. In the Chﬁnges of front executed by columns of platoons at full dis-
tances, in order to reform without deployment; a means which is more
expeditious than the other modes of changing front, and which is better
adapted to all kinds of ground.

Of all the modes of moving in advance, the march by flanks of platoons
would be the easiest if it did not offer some danger; on level ground it
answers marvellously, on rough ground it is the most convenient. It has
the inconvenience of much fracturing the line; but by habituating the
chiefs and the soldiers to it, by dressing well the guides of platoons, and
the directing colors, all confusion could be avoided. The only objection
which could be offered to it would be the fear of exposing the disjointed
platoons fo the danger of a rush of cavalry. I donot deny the danger,
but it can be avoided either by being well watched by the cavalry, or by
not employing this order too near the enmemy, but only for cms;ing the
first part of a great space which should separate the two armies. At the
least sign of the approach of the enemy, the line could be reformed in a
second, silice there would only be necessary the time required for a
platoon to place itself by file in line at the marching step. However,
whatever precautions we may take, it must nevertheless be confessed that

this manceavre could only be employed with troops well disciplined and
well exercised, but never with militia or young soldiers. I have never

seen it used before the enemy, but only in manceuvres: and for the
changes of front especially, it was employed with success. We could
always try it in the great annual manceuvres.

I have also seen tried, marches in lines of battalions deployed en échi-
quier ; these marches did very well, whilst those in full or continuons
lines were always horribly bad. The French, especially, have never
known how to march well in deployed lines. Perhaps those marches er
échiquier would be found also dangerous in case of an unexpeeted charge
of cavalry; we could, however, employ them for the first moment of the
march, to the end of rendering it more easy, then the second échigyiers
could enter in line with the first before assailing the enemy. Beside
by placing but a small distance between the échiguiers it would be always
eagy to form the line at the instant of a charge, for it must not be f{_:'l‘-
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gotten that the échiguiers do not constitute two lines, but a single one,
which has been divided in order to avoid the wavering and the disorder
of a march in continuous line.

The best formation for charging seriously the enemy is not less diffi-
cult to point out. Of all the trials which I have seen made, that which
appeared to me to suceeed the best was the march of twenty-four bat-
talions upon two lines of columns by battalions formed upon the centre
for deploying ; the first line went at the charge step upon the enemy’s
line, and arrived within twice the range of musketry, it deployed in the
march. The company of voltigeurs of each battalion was deployed as
skirmishers, the others were formed, then commenced a sustained fire by
file ; the second line of columns followed the first, and the battalions
which composed it threw themselves at the charge step through the in-
tervals of the companies which were firing. This was done, in truth,
without an enemy, and it seemed that nothing could have resisted this
double effect of the fire and of the column.

Besides those lines of columns, there are yet three other means of mov-
ing to the attack in semi-deep order.

The first is that of lines mingled with deployed battalions and bat-
talions in column upon the wings of those deployed, of which we have
spoken at page 297. The deployed battalions and the first divisions of
those in column would fire at half musket range, and afterwards throw
themselves upon the enemy.

The second is to advance with the deployed line, and firing, to within
half musket range, then to throw the columns of the second line through
the intervals of the first.

The third is the echelon order, mentioned on page 213, and in figure
11 of plate 1.

Finally, the last mode is to advance entirely in deployed order, by the
gole ascendant of the fire until one of the two parties retreat, which ap-
pears almost impracticable.

I cannot affirm which of those modes would be the most suitable, for
I have seen nothing of the like in the field. In fact,in wag, I have never
seen anything in the combats of infantry, but battalions deployed before-
hand® which commence firing by platoon, then engaging by degrees a fire
by file; or else by columns marching fiercely npon the enemy, which fled
without awaiting the shot, or which repulsed those columns before the
actual meeting, either by its firm continuance or by its fire; or, finally,




304 FORMATION FOR COMBAT.

by taking, itself, the offensive by advancing to the rencounter.* It is
scarcely but in villages and defiles that I have seen real melées of infan-
try in column, the heads of which encountered with the bayonet; in
battle position I have never seen the like.

However it may be with regard to these controversies, we could not
too often repeat, it would be absurd to reject the fire of musketry, as
well as to renounce semi-profound columns, and the imposing an absolute
system of tactics for all countries and against all nations indiscriminate-
ly, would be to ruin an army. It is less the mode of formation than the
well combined employment of the different arms which will give the vic-
tory ; I except frem i, nevertheless, columns too deep, which should be
proscribed by all theories.

‘We will terminate this dissertation by recalling, that one of the most
essential points for conducting infantry to the combat, is to secure our
troops from the fire of the enemy’s artillery as much as possible; not in
withdrawing them unseasonably, but by profiting by the inequalities of
the ground, or other accidents which are found before them, in order to
shelter them from the batteries. When we have arrived under the fire of
musketry, then shelters are not to be calculated upon ; if we be in con-
dition to assail, we must do so ; shelters are suitable only, in this ease, for
skirmishers and for defensive troops.

It is sufficiently important, generally, to defend villages which are
upon the front, or to séek o carry them if we be the assailant ; but it is
equally necessary not to attach an undue importance thereto, forgetting the
famous battie of Hochstaedt : Marlborough and Hugene seeing the bulk
of the F'rench infantry buried in the villages, forced the centre and took
twenty-four battalions. sacrificed to guard those posts.

For the same reason it is useful to occupy clumps of trees or copses,
which may give & support to that one of the two parties which is the
master of them. They shelter the troops, conceal their movements, pro-
tect those of the cavalry, and hinder that of the enemy from acting in
their proximity.

The skeptic Clausewitz was not afraid to sustain the contrary maxim,
and under the singular pretext that he who occupies a wood acts blindly,
and discovers nothing of what the enemy is doing, he presents their de-
fense as a fault of tactics. Blinded himself, probably, by the resufts of

*Thave often seen, also, great combats where the half of the infantry was engaged by pla-

toon as skirmishers; but that enters into the category of battalions engaged in an irregu-
lar file firing,
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the batile of Hohenlinden, the author is too prone to confound here the
ocenpation of a wood in the line of battle with the fault of thro.wing a
whole army in a vast forest withont being master of the issues, either of
the front or of the flanks ; but he must never have seen a combat who
denies the incontestable importance of the possession of a wood situated
in proximity with a line that he wishes to defend or attack. IThc part
which the park Hougeumont played in the battle of Waterloo is o great
example of the influence that a post well chosen and well defended can
have in a combat; in advancing his paradox, M. Clausewitz had forgot-
ten the importance which woods had in the battles of Hochkirch and of
Kollin. But we have already dwelt too long upon this chapter of the
infantry, it is time to speak of other arms. ;

ARTICLE XLY.

THE CAVALRY.

The formation of the cavalry, subjected to nearly the same controver-
sies as that of the infantry, has been subjected also to the same uncer-
tainty, and the too much vaunted treatise of the Count de Bismark, has
20t done much to clear them up. As we have been scarcely bette.:r settlefl
wpon its employment, I shall be permitted to submit what I think of 1t
to the decision of generals habituated to conducting it.

The employment which a general should make of cavalry, nfl’tural!y
depends a little on the relative strength of that of t:he enemy, either in
number or in quality. Nevertheless, whatever modification those varia-
tions may induce, a eavalry inferior, but well conducted, may a}ways find
occasion; to do great things, so decisive is the proper moment in the em-
ployment of this arm.

The numerical proportion of the cavalry te the iu{'an.try ha:s. mu.ch
varied. It depends upon the natural disposition of nations, whose in-
habitants are more or less fit to make good horsemen; the abundance
and the quality of the horses also exercise a certain inﬁuen.me. In the Hars
of the revolution, the French cavalry, though disorganized, and very ie-




