FORMATION FOR COMBAT.

ABTIOLE. XLVII.

OF THE COMBINED EMPLOYMENT OF THE THREE ARMS.

In order to terminate entirely this summary, it would remain to speak
of the combined employment of the three arms : but how many minute
variations would not this subject present if gne pretended to penetrate
into all the details which the application of the general maxims indicated
for each of those arms in particular, require ?

Several works, and the German particularly, have sounded this bot-
tomless abyss, and have obtained passable results, but by multiplying to
infinity examples taken in the small partial combats of the late wars.

Those examples in effect supply maxims, when experience demonstrates

give

that it '.-.nn:wl be impossible to fixed ones. To say that the com-
mander of a corps composed of the t]u-q—c- arms, ought to employ them in
such a manner that they naturally support and second each other, would
seem a truism ; and it is, nevertheless, the only fundamental dogma which
it is possible to establish, for to wish to preseribe to that chief the manner
in which he ought to gd to work in every circumstance, would be to en-
gage in an inextricable labyrinth. Now, as the objects and the limits of
this sketch do not allow me to touch such questions, I can do no better
than to refer officers to the special works which have treated them with
the most st
To pla#e the different arms according to the ground, according to the
object which is proposed, and that which may be supposed of the enemy,
m ummn.l Ih--ir simultaneous action accordi to the r!;;n-m-h".r-
ities of each—this is all that the art can-advise. It iz in the
-‘5511'3}‘ of wars, and especially in the practice, that a superior officer will
be able to acquire these mnotions, as well as the coup d'wil which inspires
their seasonable application. I think I have fulfilled the task which I
have imposed upon myself, and I going pass successively to the
n.n'f‘..ltiun of the memorable wars, in which my readers will find at each
wsion to be assured that 1 ory, accompanied by sound

criticism, is indeed the true school of war.

CONCLUSION

‘We have endeavored to retrace the principal points which have a
peared to us susceptible of being presented as fundamental maxims of
war. War, however, in its ensemble, i3 not a science, but an art. If
strategy, especially, can be subjeeted to dogmatic maxims which approach
the axioms of positive sciences, it is not the same as a whole with the
operations of a war, and combats among others will often escape all
scientific combinations, to offer us acts essentially dramatie, in which
personal qualities, moral inspirations, and a thousand other ecauses, will
play at times the first part. The passions which shall agitate masses,
called to hurl themselves against each other—the warlike qualities of
those masses—the character, energy and the talent® of their chiefs—the
greater or less martial spirit, not only of nations, but even of epochs*—
in & word, all that which may be called the poetry and the metaphysics
of war, will ever have an influence upon its results

Is it saying, for all that, that there are no tactical rules, and that no
tactieal ['lh'n‘.'_‘.' could be useful? What reasonable |i|]iit;u‘_\' man would
dare pronounce such a blasphemy ? t be believed that Eugene and
Marlborough have triumphed only by inspiration, or by the moral supe-
riority of their lr;m;mun- ? Will there not be found, on the contrary, in
the vietories of Turin, of Hochstaedt, of Ramillies, mancenvres which
resemble those of Talavera, of Waterloo, of Jena, or of Austerlitz, and
which were the causes of victory? Now, when the application of a
maxim, and the manceuvre which has been its result, have a hundred

3 given the victory to skillful captains, and offer in their favor all the

he was brave @ day, may be ¢ d to nations as

1 at Rosback with
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be sufficient for denying

their efficacy, and for di o all influence of the study of the art; wil

every theory be vain because it will procure but three fourths of the
chances of succ

If the moral of an army and of its chiefs have also an influence upon

s it not definitively because it will produce a physical ac-

tion subjected, like the combination of tactics, to “laws common to mili-

tary statics? The impetuous attack of twenty thousand electrified brave
men upon the extremity of a hostile line, will more surely give the vie-
tory than the manceavre of forty thousand demoralized men against that
same extremity, because the first will exercise a real action, and the latter

will remain passive, if they do not even flyl#

Strategy, as we have art of conducting the greatest part
of the forces of an army upon the most important point of the theatre

of war, or of a zone of operatio

Tact the art of using those masses upon the point where well

combined marches will have brought them; that is to say, the art of

m in action at the moment and the decisive point of the

h the itive shock is to have place. . When
troops think more i re no longer acting

masses, in the s his expressi
A general instructed in theory, but devoid of coup d’ail, of sang froid
ind of skill, may make a fine strategic plan, and be at fault in all the
laws of tactics, when he finds himse the presence of the enemy; then
his projects will be baffled, and his defeat probable. If he have charac-
ter, he will be able to diminish the bad consequences of his check; if he
lose his wits, he will lose his whole army.
The sams may on e as good a tactician as he
has been strategieian, and may hav 'fetory by every means
in his power ; in this case when he shall be ever so liftle seconded by his
troops and lieutenants, he will pr signal victory ; b
1¢ contrary he com :

1ed rabble, wanting i

will 1
Wil doub

should
1ld comn

finest combi

CONCLUSION. 22

combinations will be able but to diminish the disasters of an almost in-
evitable defeat. This defeat would be all the more sure when with such
instruments he should have to combat an adversary, perhaps less skillful
than himself, but having troops inured to war, or enthusiasts for their
cause,

No tactical system could guarantee the victory when the moral of
he army is bad, and even when it shonld be excellent, victory may de-
pend upon an incident like the rupture of the bridges of the Danube a
Essling. A systematicggeneral could prohibit columns from adopting
the shallow or firing order, or else confine it to purely defensive means,
in order to adopt exclusively the semi-profound columns, without being
sure, nevertheless of successgy

These truths do not prevent the existence of good maxims of war
which, with equsl ch 5, will be able to procure victory ; and if it be
true that these theories could not teach with a mathematical precision
what it would be suitable to do in every possible case, it is certain at
least that they will always point out the faults that are to be avoided :
now this would already be an immense result : for such maxims would
thus become, in t of generals commanding brave troops, more
or less certain ple

The correctness of this assertion being incontestible, it remains then
but to know how to recognize the good maxims from the bad ; it is in
that, it istrue, which consists all genius for war, but there are meanwhile
directing principles for arriving at this knowledge. Every maxim of
war will be good when it shall have for result, the assuring the employ-
ment of the largest sum of means of action at the opportune moment and
point. We have presented in chapter III, all the strategic combinations
which can lead to this result. Asfor what concerns the tactical, the prin-
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cipal of those combinations will ever be the choice of the most sunita

order of battle, considering the project tl 11 be had in view. After-

wards, when it comes to the local action of the masses upon the ground,

those means of action may be equally well, a « of cavalry sea-

posted and unmasked at the proper mo-

1 with impetuosity, or a division

ss and sang-froid, a murderous fire,

finally tactical movements which should menace the enemy in flank and

reverse, as well as every manceuvre which should shake the moral of one’s

adversaries. Each of these acts may, according to circumstances, become

the cause of victor h it would be neces-
npossible thing.
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In crder to play well this great drama of war, the first of duties then
will be to become well acquainted with the theatre upon which we are to
act, to the end of judging of the advantages of the double échigurer
upon which the two parties shall move, appreciating the advantages of
the enemy as well as those of our own party. This knowledge acquired,
we must consider as to the means of preparing a base of operations; af-
terwards it will be the object to choose the most snitable zone upon
which to direct our principal efforts, and to embrace this zone in a man-
ner the most conformed to the principles of wag, by choosing well our
lives and front of operations. The assailing army should especially at-
tach itself to breaking up seriously the hosti'e army, by adopting to this
end skillful objective points of mancenvre gat will then take for the ob-
jectiva of its ente

i3, geo, ‘“mlm al points proportioned to the s

cesses which it shall h. ve obtai

The defensive army, on the contrary, should caleulate all ihc means of
neutralizing this first impuision’of its adversary, by procrastinating opera-
tions, as much as possible without e_:_u11]muu..~.u{: the fate of the L"."\!ll’.s_\'.
and by pntticg off the decisive shock, until the moment when a
part of the hostile forces should be found broken down by fatigues,
or scattered for occupying the invaded provinces, n g fortifi-
cations, covering sieges, protecting the line of operations and the
l‘lr._'llui:i. &cC.

Until then, all that we have just zaid may be the objeet of a first plan
of operations : but that which no pi;m could foresee with any (';‘E'I‘LEJ]EV.
is the nature and issue of the definitive shock which will result from those
enterprises. If your lines of operations have been skillfully chosen, your
movements well disguised ; if the enemy, on the cont: ry, make

movements which nit you to fall upon the yet dispersed fractions of
his army, you will be able to congner without pitched battles, by the
sole ascendancy of your strategic ady But if the two parties
\!:TII] -'Ei"]T'!-L': 5 il't l':]!iZLH."' "-"M\] {‘IJ!]'}‘II_:MJH at .‘_]u' moment \\\:- n 1]‘(3 Téen-
counter: she 1 wee, then the ]
dies like Jorodino, W am, |\ :‘.\"]nm Baut
the prece i i
able to ex

IT cer

having
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have made twenty campaigns under Prince Eugéne, would be none the
better tactician therefor.”

Good theories founded upon principles, justifed by events, and joined
to discussed military history, will be, in my opinion, the true school for
generals. If these ‘means do not form great men, who are always formed
by themselves when circumstances favor them, they will at least make
generals sufficiently skillfal to hold the second rank among the great
captains.
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