W ASHINGTON, December 24, 1824,

Srr : 1 have had it in contemplation for some time,and am prompted to the
siggestion at this moment by an increased sense of its i_r_nportance, to pro-
pose, for the use of the army, a compilation of the acts of Congress relating
thereto. It would embrace all laws of that description, enacted since the
formatien of the present government, whether relating to organization, dis-
cipline, or administration ; and if found convenient, would be arranged
under those distinet heads, with a view to facilitate reference. The laws
relating to the militia, might also be embraced in the shape of an appendix.

The importance and necessity of such {_I.WOTI.T, are believed to be apparent.
That usually denominated the ¢ Blue Book,” cannot, with propriety, be
called a substitute for the one proposed. Besides being extremely deficient
in matter, its arrangement is regarded as defective.

"The propriety of rendering all the penallaws accessible to those on whom
they are to operate, is sufficiently obvious—and it is believed to be an ob-
ject of some moment, that the Jaws relating to organization and administra-
tion, though repealed or modified, should, also, he place_d within the reach
of the army. If they answer no other end by assisting in the fair interpre-
tation of subsequent acts, they would, perhaps, be 1mportant, as presenting
a complete and connected history of the military legislation—a point on
which. there is some dearth of information. Scattered as those laws are at

resent, through six ponderous volumes of the statutes at large, it 1 scarcely
possible that they ever can become sufficiently known to the army.

A copious index, with now and then a note of reference, indicating es-
sential connections between laws of different dates, would be all that T
should add to a naked copy of the laws themselves, taken from an authen-
tic source. :

Should the proposition meet }fimﬁr approbation, I would, very cheerfully,

¢ i to its accomplishment.

S AAYG & v T have the honor, &e. &c.
T. CROSS.

Hon. Joun C. Carmouw, Secretary of War.

DEPARTMENT OF WAR, December 30, 1824,

Syr : I have received and considered your letter of the 24th instant, sug-
geéting a compilation of the acts of Congress, relating to the army and the
ml}Il&llt proposition meets my entire approbation, and you are authorized
to proceed to the execution of the \x{ork as early, and with as much des-

teh, as your other duties will permit. The plan laid down in your letter
will be adhered to,should it not be found impracticable, from the nature of
the laws, to observe the classification proposed. ‘

As all the laws will be given, 1t1s desirable, for the sake of practical con-
venience, {0 dist'mguish such as have beqn rep_ealed by sub_sequgnt enact-
ments. Aremark to that effect where 1t1s obvious, and a note of reference
to direct the readers attention where it is matter of doubt, should, therefore,
be inserted. 1 have the honor, &e. &c. 3

J. C. CALHOUN.

Maj. T. Cross, United States Army.
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the defence of F! S Pl
1, 183?’5, ort _tephenson_, in elghtee_n hundred and thirteen, Febru-

on of the western frontier,” J 1115-r

APPENDIX.

1. An act more effectually to i i
i effe y to provide for the national defé ishi
4 T uniform militia throughout the United States, Mea;%‘iei ?"33‘2 e
2 r?v act to f1't3gula’te_: ’Ehe pay of r.‘ton-commissioned officers, mu;icians, ami
privates, of the militia of the United States, when called into actual servi
3 j;nd for other purposes, January 2, 1795, - e,
: Un act to provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of th-
nion, suppress insurrectionsand repel invasions; and to repeal th "
» ?ADW 1r: force é’;:; those purposes, February 28, 1?’95,, N s
. An act providi Tni ¢ 5
ey P ; g a.n:ins for the Di.llltl.a throughout the United States, July 6,
5. An actin addition to an ac i 1 . v
: t, entitled ¢¢ An act more effectuall i
%‘r the natwnai’ defence, by establishing an uniform militia thrgut Uhpmt“ﬁe
4 Amted States,” March 2, 1803, - - g
. An act supplementary to an act, entitled ¢ An ac i :
ples t to provide fc ing
ic;:'(tlh;:;ad?;htm. to exec:ilte the laws of the Union, sup;:'css msgir:;tli];!;:
] vasions, and to repeal the act now in force for thos Vil
£ ;r:idat;)t li::lc;eatshe th:;gg!ypf volunteer and militia corps Februar‘; ‘?,mlj;ols?i:ﬂ’

g 1c urther tion to an act, entitled ““An ;u:t eﬁ? i
provide for the national defence, by establishing an uni e v iy
out the United States,” April I,S, dlSiéa, h— santom =

8. Anact concerning field officers of the militia, April 20, 1816, -

9. An act to defray the ex f the militi i
e A, 15 %}g,nses 0- he mdmzf when mafchmg to places of ren-
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An act to establish an uniform mode of discipline and field exercise for the
s g - 0 - )
tia of the United States, May 12, 1820, B ] :
Estislol?ltion directing 2 syste,m of cavalry tactics, and asystem of ﬁnstrz;ti?:;
" for artillery, to be prepared for the use of the cavalry and artillery i
militia, May, 1s,f132§,
An act providing for the prin g
abstrs.:::f| of infantry tactics, mcludl{lgzm;;zméuv re
for other purposes, March 2, 1349, S i Y
;T:f:c: ?c? p(r):wide fc?r t?e pa;'ment of volunteersand militia corps, in the ser

vice of the United States, March 19, 1836, -

5 . -— - = 5 - he
inti d binding sixty thousand copies of th
i - s of light infantry and rifle-

-

———— i

il

INDEX.

Page.
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