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in Birds anfl Amphibia, and is the common cavity receiving the ori-
fices of the intestinal, sexual, and urinary organs,

In Birds the cloaca usually forms 2 very wide vesicular dilatation -
3

a continuation properly of the intestinal tube, nearly as long as it is
broad., and invested externally to a considerable extont by pe:itoneu

and lined with mucous membrane, a muscular layer being inter os:;
between these two. The rectum enters the upper and :n'teriof t
of the' cavity, protected by a circular fold, and to the left behingazt
the c?vlducts In the female, or the two vasa deferentia in the mal

t(?,rn.unate from either side upon papilliform eminences, provided wi:;},
similar folds ; behind these papille is found a weIl-de:relo ed iexﬁs
of vessels, or rete mirabile. Between and posterior to theporiﬁ}::cs of
the excrelory ducts of the sexual organs, those of the ureters are
found in Juxt-aposilion with each other, while behind them is situated
a very prominent circular valve, beneath which. the bursa Fabricii
opens directly by a small aperture ; last of all, is the Jarge circul

aperture of the cloaca which at the same time constitutes t}fe externi

anal 4 i
outlet. - The space between the two circular folds guarding the
o -

urethro-sexual cavity and the rectum, has heen regarded as a rudi
mentary receptacle for the urine. The penis, w]wz;l resent, ari P
from the lower wall of the cloaca, where it is either s}:urrou Li dlses
folds, or situated, as in the Ostrich; in a special pouch. e
TT:le cloaca is closed by a circular sphincter muscle. From th
!onguudinal muscular layer particular fasciculi are developed, or -
in the _Iarge Brevipennes or short-winged birds, muscles of coilsi(},eﬂ;s
able size, which are inserted into the ischium and expand or o :
the cloaca. Peculiar muscles are connected with those of the clog.z:

fl}].' movin the IS W 7
E anl& 'hen P esent. SuC11
ving W as an elev ator and IB‘IIH.CLOI
Of that Olgan.
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