CHAPTER II

AZ\TCES’IRY——-YOUTH—-DT THE A DENT OF
LAW—PROSECUTING ATTORNEY—HOME LIFE.

HE life of William MeKinley is that of ap
American boy who made the best of his
opportunities, continually striving for bet-

ter, with no vain longings, but a continuous will-
ingness to work that he might learn. It is such a
F,*'EU-l‘V as should be included in every school-book,
not only as a lesson and an inspiration to the young,
but as a reminder of the possibilities of American
citizenship to those called upon tq help children in

their studies, He was born at Niles, Ohio, Janu

1

929th, 1843, and is now in his fifty-fourth year; his hai;

is but lightly sprinkled with gray, and he is robus!

and alert. McKinley was descended from a long

line of citizens who in times of peace were foremost

in industry, and in the days of war always at the

front. On his father’s side his people were High-
42
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fand Scotch, brawny and brainy men, who needed
only the opportunities and enlightenment of educa«
tion. They were not of the royalist tribes of Scot=
land, but a sturdy set, with a determined though
imperfectly developed idea of freedom. Liberty of
conscience was real with them, and they left the
Highlands for the north of Ireland, seeking indepen-
dence, and thence to America for the greater liberty
they found and helped te perpetnate.

James McKinley, a fine Scoteh-Irish lad of twelve
years, was the first to come to America. He was the
father of David MecKinley, the great-grandfather
of the Republican candidate for the Presidency.
William McKinley came to America with James,
and settled in the South, where his descendants have
been and are men of distinction. David McKinley
was a revolutionary soldier, one of the sort not re-
membered in history, except under the grand classi-
fication of 1}1‘i\';lfi".‘5.

On his grandmother’s side McKinley comes of
equally good and sturdy stock, Mary Rose, who mare
ried James McKinley, the second, having come from
Holland, where her ancestors had fled to escape
religious tyranny in England. The first of the Rose
family to emigrate to America was Andrew, who
came with William Penn and was one of the repre-
sentatives of the thirteen colonies before the rebellion
against Great Britain. He owned the land on which
Doylestown stands to-day. Itwas his son, Andrew
Rose, who was the father of Mary Rose, the mother
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branch that William B. Allison sprung, for he was
born in Ohio, in a portion of the State not far from
New Lisbon.

Tt is noticeable that the McKinleys and the fami-
lies into which they married were all industrious,
hard-working people, religiously inclined, patriots
and pioneers—a hardy race that baffled with diffi-
culty and helped in carving a civilization out of a
wilderness. 'The McKinley-Rose-Allison families
were all Pennsylvanians originally, and a people
with a trend toward the iron business. The Roses
were iron founders, so was McKinley’s father, while
his mother’s people were farmers. The combination
of tillers of the soil and molders of the ore was a
good one, and added much to the strength of charac-
ter and the industrious application that is so charac-
teristic of Major McKinley.

Mr. and Mrs. William McKinley, Sr., settled first
at Fairfield, Ohio, another small town. There, in
Columbiana County, which is now & part of the
Eighteenth Ohio District, which his son represented
for fourteen years in Congress, the father established
an iron foundry, and for two decades he had interests
in iron fumnr:us in New Wilmington, Ohio. 1t is
interesting to observe that McKinley’s ancestry
makes it -im'-;.-:ﬂ.fle to trace his character. The lines
of activity pursued by his forefathers were such as
to leave their impress upon their offspring, and
much as Major McKinley owes to his own energy
and labor, the tendency to study, to activity, and to
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gontinued effort was inherited. He had epportu-
nities for application, and to his credit be it said
he did not neglect them. He had openings and
chances broader and better than his ancestors, and
took advantage of them. It isseen from this short
reference to his ancestry that Major McKinley was
e of the people born in plain, respectable, and

sl

rious surroundings. He did not have the advan-

tages nor the embarrassments of a great name, but pro-
ceeded by his own effort, by his own continuity of

purpose, by study and energy, to make his name great.

William McKinley had a good mother. That she
is now living, strong and well, with as active an
intellect as ever at eighty-seven, is one of his great
joys. Vigorous and energetic and strong as his
father was, William McKinley, Jr., had the benefit
of a mother’s training, of her love and devotion, of
her gentle guidance, of her religious instruction.
Mrs. McKinley, as most mothers of large families,
was enabled to do more for her children because
they were numerous than had she but one or
two. The danger of being spoiled was obviated, and
the association with brothers and sisters naturally
produced a thoughtfulness for others, a regard for
different opinions, and at the same time helped
develop an ability to care for himself, since in a
family of many members, no matter how harmonious
and loving it be, there is always a struggle for
supremacy, particularly when there is an inheritance

DI aggressiveness.
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time. One had a feeling of pride in the advance-
ment of a young man who struggled for his educa-
tion. So many have been educated without having
to work to pay for it, and have not pl(;pel]v uc-mden
the educational advantages, that there is a Unnle of
satisfaction in seeing a man succeed who earned his
education literally b}' the sweat of his brow.

In June, 1861, two months after the surrender of
Fort Sumter, when' McKinley was a youth not yet
eighteen, there was a meeting at the tavern in
Poland. In a small town the hotel is a meeting
place, justas a storeis in a village. Herethe citizens
had assembled, thirty-five years ago, to discuss the
secession of States. A speaker in a fiery talk asked
who would be hmt to defend the flag. The boys of
Poland came forward, one by one, and ame ng them
was our next President, a J,-;g_llt, pale-faced young
man, of studious mien.. Two years before he had
joined the Methodist church, and was a member of
the Bible-class, who was constantly seeking informa-
tion. Before the war, at se ':t-ntpg:n, he 111;;"4_1 gone to
Allegheny College, but an illness called him home,
He did not 1}.;-“111:, but took to teaching school—a
youth instructing scholars at a country S}fhﬂ(ﬂ, some
of them as old as he. ‘

McKinley at that meeting nn'iiutpﬂ in Company E
of the Twengg-third Ohio Volunteers, 2 !‘5"1;’,'511‘1":1t
that produced such men as .‘:-mn]m-' Matt] l: after-
ward Senator and Associate Jn;li(:t,‘ of E’nﬂ \ upreme
Court; President Hayes, and of which W. S. Rose-

R ————— T
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erans was first colonel. He served fourteen months
as a private. Speaking of McKinley’s connection
with the regiment, General Hayes said: “ At once it
was found let he had unusual character for the
mere business of war. There is a quar termaster’s
department, which is a very necessary and important
:inlm'tn1-‘-1lt in every regiment, in every brigade, 1
every division, in every army Young as he was, we
soon found that in business, in executive ability,
young McKinley was a man of rare capacity, of un-
us ull and unsurpassed capacity, espec cially for a boy
of his age. When battles were fought or service was
to be performed in warlike things, he al\\.t}a took
his place. The night was never too dark; the
weather was never too cold; there was no sleet or
storm, or hail or snow, or rain that was in the way
of h1~ prompt and efficient performance of every
duty.”

That is a great tribute froma great man. Me-
Kinley soon went on (e :neral Hayes's staff, when the
then major became commander of the regiment, and
he served in that mlmm for two years, .md served
so well that Hayes knew * him like a book and loved
him like a brother.” That friendship continued,
and the writer remembers at the funeral of the ex-
President, in 1892, Governor MecKinley, who was
there with his staff, eried like a child when he looked
at the body of his old commander and personal

fmcnd
¢ the battle of Antietam on September 17th, 1 1862,




o s o T 7

"

i
i
- B
f
%
i
i

a5 McKINLEY'S EARI

b |

probably the bloodiest da
commissary
General Haj
ba 11b befuu

‘*"i " dIL

T

. )AL T Pl T 12
in l«.j. [i._llr\.j 10T 1L. YWi1thiout Dreak=

fas

C{,Jilllilu(_)l:i unti

afternoon, nat

quired of the men, th

and to some extent |

department of
McKinley’s administration and pers

From ];m han

in
served with hot ¢

had never occurre

any other army in the worlc

and delivered with his own
essential to the men for
Coming to Ohio and recove
called upon Governor Todd and
fIt nt. With the emphasis

war governor, }19

e i OGS i

1 o rmmmi s Tk

McKINLEY’S EARLY DAYS 53

ranks. They taught me a great deal. I was but

a school-boy when I went into the army, and that
first was a formative period in my life, during
learned much of men and of affairs. I

have alwavs been e¢lad that I entered the service 4s
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which

a pl'i\'zatf: and served those months in _

At the Kernstown McKinley was on
General Haves’s staff.  Crook’s corps had been ex-
pecting an easy time when if appear red that the
enemy was in force at Kernstown, about four miles
from Winchester, where Crook’s troops were. There
had been some misinformation regarding the Con-
federate general Early’s movements, and the force
to be met was that of Early, which outnums
Crook’s corps three to one. When the battle

ments was not in position, and

¢
t
red

ordered to bring it in.

iment needed was through open
C the enemy’s 1’ 1e of fire. Shells
were bursti ng on his 1‘“' : ft, but the bf_)}‘ gol-
dier rode on. He reached 1'@;;.::15:‘-.1&, gave the
orders to them, and at his suggestion the regiment
fired on the enemy and slowly withdrew to take the
position where they were a.-.«,w;.%ned. It was a gallant
- .0‘(‘ the boy soldier, and General Hayes 11;.& not

»eeted him to eome back alive.

At the battle of Opequan he was on General Hayes’s
There he distinguished himself for gallan-
.,;}-“d judgment, and military skill. He had

been -\‘l'a_Li_-‘]“ii to bring General Duval’s troops to joim
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the first division, which was getting into battle. There
was a question as to the route to take. The young
officer knew it intuitively, and, acting on his own
responsibility, directed Duval the way to go, and
brought the troops up in good style, taking great
chances in doing so, but succeeding nevertheless.
Other equally eourageous and - dangerous things the
Ohio officer undertook. He served with General
Crook as a staff officer later on, and was finally as-
signed to duty with General Hancock. He entered
the war a private, one of the several hundred thou-
sand, a boy of seventeen, and left it a major in the
United States Volunteers by brevet, and he earned
every promotion by his own skill. Think of it, a
major at twenty-one! Major McKinley still has his
brevet commission. It was given him in 1864, and
reads: “For gallant and meritorious services at the
battle of Opequan, Cedar Creek, and Fisher’s Hill.”
Who signed that? “A., Lincoln.” It is a testimo-
nial of bravery, of patriotism, and of manliness, and
Major McKinley is proud of it. Who blames him?
There are other records more brilliant; others, but
none displayed more courage, gnd few had equal re-
sponsibilities at his age. His%®horse was shot from
under him at Berryville. He can appreciate the
hardships of the private soldier’s life, for he endured
them himself. He knows the worries of the officer,
for these also he experienced. He understands the
duties of a staff officer, for he was one. There is
everything in his record that is creditable, and noth-
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ing that is disereditable. He was a typical American
citizen soldier.

After the surrender at Appomattox, and after he
was mustered out, Major McKinley was offered a
commission in the regular army. It was a tempta-

tion hard to resist, for four years in the army, at the
formative period of his life, gave him a love for
military service that was hard to overcome. What
might have been his career had he remained in the
army no one can tell. There is little chance for
advancement there, but he would probably have ulti-
mately commanded a regiment, and with the prejudice
against officers appointed from civilian life he might
never have risen higher and perhaps might not have
attained that rank.

Acting on the advice of his father, he entered
civil life. He studied law in Mahoning County,
under Judge Glidden, who was one of the noted men
at .the Stark County bar. Under him MecKinley
studied for-a year and a half, and his family made
sacrifices to enable him to do so. Their unselfish-
ness enabled him to go to the Albany Law School,
which has developed many men of brain and ability.
In 1867, twenty-nine years ago, he was admitted
to the bar and chose Canton, then a small town of
about 6,000 people, for his home. Canton was not
important then, though the county of Stark was
destined to develop and prosper under the policy of
protection which he advocated. Great manufactories
were to develop there, and the Mahoning Valley was
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to be smoke laden by the industry and the sky above
it to be lightened by the blazing chimneys of fur-
naces.

Major McKinley had been a good debater at
school. He was often the winner in such contests,
After he got back from the war he entered a polit-
ical debate, and was overcome by his opponent. Nat-
urally a sensitive man, he was chagrined, and re-
solved that never again would there be the oppor-
tunity given for a similar defeat. The subject of the
debate was protection, and McKinley knew his view
was right. Though worsted in the argument, he
had no question as to the logic of his reasoning ; but
he needed ' more facts, greater study to support them,
and he immediately applied himself to acquiring
them.

Though a newcomer, he had gained a reputation
for legal ability in Stark County, which was Demo-
cratic.. It appeared as if it would be a herculean
task to carry it. McKinley had a natural aptitude
for politics, and his life as an attorney- tended to
“increase it. The Republicans wanted a candidate
for Prosecuting Attorney. Some say McKinley was
chosen simply beeanse of his ability, and others that
while his capacity was recognized, the Republicans
did not think the place worth fighting for when de-
feat seemed certain, and gave it to McKinley, @ new
man, as a mark of recognition. Now Major Me-
Kinley never in his life entered a fight to lose it.
He never confessed himself beaten. The stern de-




