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CHAPTERSCYX,

THEODORE ROOSEVELT—CoNTINUED.
Succeeds to the Presidency on the Assassination of President McKin-
ley—Adopts Policy of his Predecessor—Pronounces for Purity
in Politics.

By A, J. MUNSON:

OVERNOR ROOSEVELT was nominated

for the Vice-Presidency against his wishes.

He did not decline to be a candidate be-

cause he considered the position trivial or un-

worthy, but because he believed he could render

the paAril}' and the country better service as Gov-

ernor of New York. When his wishes were disre-

garded and the nomination thrust upon him, he

accepted it gracefully and in terms that were a

guarantee that he would bring to the position

that earnestness of purpose that had characterized

all his public work. In his letter of acceptance
he said:

“The people are now to decide whether they
shall go forward along the path of prosperity at
hom_eband high honor abroad, or whether they
will turn their backs upon what has been done
during the past three years; whether they will
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plunge their country into an abyss of misery and
disaster—or what is even worse than misery and
disaster—of shame. I feel that we have a right
to appeal, not merely to Republicans, but to all
good citizens, no matter what may have been
their party affiliations in the past, and ask them
on the strength of the record that under Presi-
dent McKinley has been made during the past
three years, and on the strength of the threat im-
pliedjin what was done at Kansas City a few days
ago, to stand shoulder to shoulder with us in per-
petuating the conditions under which we have
reached at home a degree of prosperity never be-
fore attained in the history of the nation, and
under which abroad we have put the American
flag on a level where it never before in the history
of the country has been placed.”

Roosevelt engaged in the campaign with his
usual force and vigor and contributed in no un-
certain degree to the success of the party. His
campaigning tours extended over the greater part
of the country and were marked everywhere by
popular enthusiasm. He spoke in definite terms,
firing his oratorical broadsides with a boldness
and directness of aim that carried conviction.
Early in the campaign numerous bands of “Rough
Riders” were organized throughout the country
in honor of Roosevelt’s services in the war. Men
from all ranks of life joined these bands that were
conspicuous in the many political rallies.
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His brief incumbency of the Vice- -Presidency
was uneventful. He presided over the Senate
during the winter session, where by his dignified
and courteous treatment of the Senators he gained
their friendship and esteem.
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On this assurance he went to the Adirondacks to
rest. Here a little after sundown on the d ay the
President died a guide found him and brought
him the sad news. Mr. Roosevelt started at once
for Buffalo. At Albany he was met by Secretary

-

When the session ended Vice-President Roose-
velt went on a vaeation to Colorado to hunt the
cougar. A month was spent in this way, a month
of peril, hardship and exposure, during which Mr.
Roosevelt personally killed fourteen of these
dangerous animals. The skulls of these he sent to
the Smithsonian Institute at W ashington, that

of State Hay who officially informed him of the
death of the President. He reached Buffalo the
next day, where, in the library of the Wilcox
home, and in the presence of the members of the
Cabinet, he took the oath of office of President,
Judge Hazﬂl administering the oath. After sign-
ing the parchment he said to those present and
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they might add to the scientific data of Thlb dis-
tinetly American animal.

through them to the nation:
“In this hour of deep and terrible bereavement,

K 2 S
T

Returning from the hunt he enjoyed a short
summer of rest, the first in many years, from
which he was called in the hour of national sor-
row to the highest position in the nation.

The day President McKinley was shot Mr.
Roosevelt was.at Isle La Motte, Vermont, where
he delivered an ari(lrecc He had just finished
speaking when he was informed of the tragedy.
The news unnerved him and he would have fallen
but for timely support. When asked to speak he
sald: “I am so inexpressibly grieved and shocked
and horrified that I ecan say nothing.”

Mr. Roosevelt hastened to the side of the
wounded President, where he remained until the
physicians thought the President out of danger.

I wish to state that it shall by my aim to continue
absolutely unbroken the policy of President Me-
Kinley for the peace and prosperity and honor of
our beloved country.”

He then extended an earnest invitation to the
members of the Cabinet to continue in office that
the pledges he had made might the more effective-
ly be fulfilled. After a brief consultation among
themselves the members of the Cabinet assured
him they would remain in office.

President Roosevelt’s action in adopting the
policy of the dead President and retaining the
Cabinet officers, met with the hearty approval of
the people. The wisdom of the act was mani-
fested in the fact that the sudden change of Ex-
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ecutives created no confusion in the financial and
commercial markets. The people had absolute
confidence in their new President.

Among the first things that President Roosevelt
did was to administer a light snub to the spoils
politicians. He told them that if they wanted
him to appoint their men to federal offices they
must bring men to him who have not only the
ability required for the positions they seek, but
whose records as men are clean. Party affiliation
was not to be enough. If good men could not be
found in the Republican party, he should not
hesitate to seek them in the Democratic party.
Acting on this declaration he appointed an Ala-
bama Democrat to a district judgeship. He
called Booker T. Washington to the White House
that he might consult him about the political con-
ditions in-the South, especially as these conditions
affect the negro race, and is reported to have said
to him:

“If I cannot make the Republican party in the
South the dominant party, I can at least make it
respectable. I can appoint good men to office,
even though I haveto select Democrats.”

President Roosevelt carried the same energy and
industry into his work as the Chief Executive as
he had manifested in all the positions he had held.
He went to his desk at 9:30 in the morning and
remained there until4:30 in the afternoon, with
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but an intermission of an hour at noon. Durmg
this time any honest citizen had access to hz'm. ..ff\
correspondent described his activities dul“mg his
first few days as President, and before he took up
his 1‘esidencge in the White House, as foliows':
«President Roosevelt is out of bed by 7 o’clock
and as a rule is at the breakiast -tal-Jlfa shortly
after 8 o’clock. He leaves for the W h1t'e I.{ous.e
as soon as breakfast is over. Once he is in his
big working room things})epg to buzz. _ M%.
Wm. Loeb, who is in reality 1?15 se_(rretar}, his
stenographer, and his couﬁdeghal friend, hgn(}s
him the letters necessary for him to see. These
he reads, dictates replies and sees visitors at the
same time.”
" Theodore Roosevelt was the youngest man to
be called to the great office of President, h_ut. to
that office he brought the studious: thought, the
ripe scholarship, the practical experience, the L.eetn
insight into human nature anc! the n"}de :1(3(.111':11111-1
ance with men in publicand private life, that woulc
well become one much older i}.}an he.' Ad(}i to
these qualities his abhorrence of wrong in ]‘Jlu:)}i_c
life, his virile stand for right :11-1(1 lnls quiet C m_; -
.an faith, and the people find in him a man who
;s not only qualified to perform the dutle‘s of "che
office, but on whom they. are ?onﬁdenf- the high
honor has fallen to be glorified in good deeds.
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