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In¢eN1OUS men, whose department in the course of education,
both in the foreign universities and in our own, was the science of
universal history, have followed different methods or plans of his-
torical prelections. In some of the universities of the Continent,
the Epitome of Turselline has been used as a text-book, on which
the lectures of the professor were an extended commentary, giving
considerable amplitude, and consequently illustration, to what is
little more than a dry, though a very perspicuous chronicle of
events, from the creation of the world to the end of the seventeenth
century. Such were the lectures of Peter Burman, who for many
years sustained a high reputation as Professor of History at Utrecht;
and such were likewise the prelections of Professor Mackie, in the
University of Edinburgh. They were composed in the Latin lan-
guage, which, down to the middle of the 18th century, was the
universal vehicle of academical instruction ; an institution which,
although attended with one important benefit, namely, the support
and diffusion of classical learning, has perhaps been wisely laid
aside ‘as unfavorable to the ample and copious illustration of @
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