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5818 feet,

268 **

Total Height above High Tide, .

Total Length,

1441 feet.
941 ¢
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Brooklyn

Length of New York Approach,
(1

1616 feet.
940 **
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PREFACE.

“Tr is too late in the history of the world,” one has said, ¢ for an
author to apologize for publishing a book ;” hence few are now guilty
of such affectation. Nevertheless, the causes that led to a produc-
tion, the manner of its preparation, and the object sought in its
publication, are often matters of interest and profit to a thoughtful
reader. The volume now offered to the public is not the result
of an empty desire to make a book, but to furnish in a concise yet
sufficiently extended form for ordinary use a history of the American
metropolis, with the origin, objects, growth, and present condition of
its numerous institutions. Many excellent works bearing on this
subject have been issued during the last twenty years by various
publishers and authors, and by the separate corporations, varying
in size from the large quarto to the thirty-cent guide-book. Some
of these have traced minutely the early history of the island, others
have sought to exhibit New York as it is, some have traced the
history of the churches or of a single institution, and one has traced
the career of most of the societies devoted to private charities. As
no one of them has, however, attempted to cover the whole subject,
a small library of these books has been indispensable to one wishing
to be tolerably conversant with the history of New York and its
institutions.

The author has often felt the need of a comprehensive volume,
giving information in relation to the prisons, dispeusaries, the
municipal institutions, the cemeteries, hospitals, schools, the parks,
markets, quarantine, etc.,ete. 'While informing himself on these




