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THE GREAT METROPOLIS.

W YORK is the most populous,
wealthy, and splendid city on the
American continent. Its location, cli-
mate, surroundings, and connections have all
been favorable to its growth and greatness.
It stands on the little island called by the
Indians Manhattan, but Brooklyn, Williams-
burgh, Greene Point, Jersey City, Hoboken, Yon-
{ kers,and Tarrytown, are butits suburbs, containing
the residences of its laborers, clerks, and merchant
@ princes.  Among the earliest localities to feel the
tread of the European stranger, it has through all
its history been deservedly popular as a landing depot, and
now receives fully five-sevenths of all entering the country.

About five thousand vessels annually enter its bay, which is suf-
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ficiently broad and deep to anchor the collet(::g E;:;e}e;;fct:;i
1d.  Tts imports and exports are more t P 2t
:fozliie whole Ugnited States, and amount to ﬁvs? élun%ﬁi 1::1111}’
lion dollars per annum; while thcj'- aggregate t:ale‘ 0e o
reaches nearly four thousand milhons: ItTearl}f ’; 11'et S
railroad trains make daily communication wit l1 i sthan =
The taxable property 1of thfhislanddr;s}:itﬁ'itsgsa; ngsihe :
its value reaches nearly a thousan ns, S
twenty-five millions. New York is the gre'a.t 8
f(il::: C:)‘;t the na\{ion’s wealth, the centre of its ﬁn'a.ncmil I(l)t}_:l}gz
ations, and of its political, il}d-usmal, ecoxllorfuc,, l\?;s "fmq;
educational, benevolent, and religious enterpriscs. Al
furnishes most of the newspapers, 1)81‘10.(?11(33,18, bc:icl) ]? pdicmﬂ,
models of statuary, architecture, machinery, an . tau - (fo l,
for the nmumerous great States cluste.redTamun ,1,1 ,dar o
the broad Canadas. Thereis poverty 1n I\ewﬁYm &, deeimw
squalid; but it is offset by wealth, counﬂe.s; .an” b?,lz the;;
There is ignorance here, profound an.d astomslunl%, b
is learning also, brilliant and extensive as caln ke nt()i -
the globe. There are sinners In New York, b ac a 1 C:g;s c;tf
as ever disgraced the world ; but there are scun.tsla sf, G]?Ud
less and benevolent, as ever adorned the .Chmcl o‘ ' the.
All extremes meet in this great 1F1etr0pohs. Here are -
denizens of every land, the babblmgs of every t.otlglflf, b
productions of every clime, the invenmons‘of eveiy cra ;n oy
the ripened fruit of every _desire. Ata smgh? % ance Eeaut, ,
seen, as in a vast miITor, plctx}res of age and in an&}yg m}ﬁr 3
and deformity, industry and indolence, wealth and beggary,
vic tity. : :
“Lb.i;:dYszgli, with its immense 1ib1'arifas, art ga.lllemesi, dtaij
press, literary associations and lef?tures, its bene_v% eri‘s ﬁmf:l f -
tions, and architectural wonders, is one of the; richest fie ];nd
human culture in the known world. There is on evergwiamt_
something to interest, please, and profit e-verybody.,rot o
ever country, talent, or temperament. Itisa 1uxuli Y ‘o d ) g’
in New York, though it be but for a month, a week, or a day,
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to listen to the rumble of its wheels, the whistle of its en-
gines, the clicking of its telegraphs, the voice of its orators,
the chime of its bells, the strains of its music, and the roar
of its artillery. Whose mind is not enlarged as he contem-
plates the progress of its growth, the rush of its improve-
ments, and the majestic sweep of its commerce? Who can
stand upon its elevated observatories and closely contemplate
its leagues of solid masonry, everywhere thronged with im-
mortals as important and hopeful as himself, without such
emotions as he never experienced before? Who can press
through the whirl of its daily activities, without thinking of
eternity ; through its neglected sinks, without thinking of
pandemonium ; or its cultivated parks, without thinking of
paradise? All do not live in New York, nor can they; yet

every thoughtful American should visit it, snuff its ocean

breezes, contemplate its massive piles, peep into its institu-

tions, and gather inspiration from the rush of its activities,

For any who wish to visit it, or who do not, this book has

been written, To obtain a correct and adequate knowledge
of New York, let us begin at the foundation.

ORIGINAL INHABITANTS OF MANHATTAN.

JOR many ages Manhattan lay buried
in these western solitudes, separated
by a wide and stormy ocean from all
the bustling activities of the civilized
world. During a long period it is
now known to have been the favorite
resort of the Indians of the Hudson
river country who gathered here in
vast numbers, built their rustic vil-

lages, and spent the summer months in fishing, baking clams,
and hunting. Centuries before civilization found its way to
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these shores, the broad bay now whitened with the sails of a
hundred nations was dotted with the canoes of an ingenious
race, whose history is now too nearly obliterated. Their lands
they owned in common, the only divisions being between the
different tribes. Their habitations were constructed of sap-
lings and bark, with no windows, floors, or chimneys. Their
villages were located on spots of ground naturally clear of
wood, and contained from twenty to several hundred fam-
ilies, which in time of war they swrrounded with a fence or
stockade. To agriculture they gave no attention, save the
planting of Indian corn, beans, peas, and pumpkins. Both
sexes were exceedingly fond of display in dress, illustrating
the old saying, that “man in robes or in rags is a proud
little animal” The Indian women wore long, black hair,
plaited and rolled up behind, where it was fastened with a
band. Their petticoats were ornamented with exquisite taste
and skill, and would bring a fine sum in our day. This gar-
ment hung from a belt or waist-girdle made of dressed deer-
¢kin, highly ornamented with Indian money called sewant.
Pendants hung upon their foreheads, necks, and arms, and
handsomely trimmed moccasins adorned their feet.

The men were no less attentive to dress. Upon their
shoulders they hung a mantle of deer-skin, with the fur next
their bodies, while the outside of the garment displayed a va-
riety of designs in paint. The edges of the mantle were
trimmed with swinging points of fine workmanship. Their
heads were variously ornamented ; some wearing feathers,
and others different articles of a showy character. Their
necks and arms displayed ornaments of elaborate workman-
ship. They painted themselves in a variety of colors accord-
ing to their peculiar tastes, rendering their appearance gro-
tesque and frightful. They were tall and slender, had black
or brown eyes, snow-white teeth, a cinnamon complexion, and
were fleet and sprightly. They had no care but to provide
for present subsistence and secure pleasure. They were very
superstitions, believing in dreams, signs, and various omens.

THE ADVENT OF THE WHITE MAN, 21

They had crude notions of the Great Spirit and the Spirit
Land. When one died they placed his body in a ravejzjf
sitting posture, shielding it from contact with the garth b %
covering of boughs, and from the wild beasts by a burdenyoi
stone and earth. By his side in the grave was also placed his
nnplem.ents of war and pleasure, some money and food to
serve him on his journey to the Spirit Land. The science of
war was his greatest accomplishment, and to die without an
dlspl.ay of weakness or fear, his highest virtue. Oratory w. :
con.mderably cultivated among them. When first disceiereads
th.eu- manners and habits contrasted so strangely with every-
thing in Europe, that they were supposed to possess few, if g-
deed any, of the affections and higher emotions of hl‘il‘(fﬁ.ﬂit
bl:lt to be more closely allied to the lower orders of crea.tim{,
T1me has, however, shown their native regard for integrit and.
honor, ap.d under the appliances of mental and moral cn{rtlu'e
the Indian head and heart have proved capable of high at-,

tainments.

THE ADVENT OF THE WHITE MAN.

~JHE wants of the race had fairly out-

i grown the capacities of the East. An

accession of new ideas was demanded:

human liberty could not be rea}izedj

amid the crushing despotisms of the Old World

and benevolence, the divinest erace of the éoul’

languished for want of a broader theatre on,

which to work out and exhibit its sublime de-

velopments. Divine Providence opened the

gates to this western world. Varrazzani, a

: Florentine in the employ of the French Grove:m-

ment in the sixteenth century (1525), is believed to have been
the first white man who sailed through the Narrows, and
looked upon the placid waters of the New York bay an,d its
green islands. In 1609 Henry Hudson, an intrepidﬂ English
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navigator in the employ of the Dutch East India: Compa?{ ;_;
sniled from Europe in search of a northwest passage t? .
Fast Indies. The vessel in which he sailed was a yac 1(}1
called the “Half Moon,” of about eighty‘ tons bm*t}:le*n,1 an
would be considered a very diminutive thing for an ex({) ;}*ir
in our day, when canal boats carry three hundrefﬁl al,n rﬂy
tons. His crew consisted of fifteen or twenty saﬂmsﬂ, pa hv
of Dutch and partly of English birth. He traverbe—ad the
American coast from Newfoundland to the Chesapeake bal?f:
and then turned again northward to e)}‘p]ore more carefu 21
the country thus passed. Onthe 92d of September he 1°031mie ;
Sandy Hook, and on the 4th he anchored near tl.le ffl;e}-
shore in the south bay. As the waters swarme.d Wltl.l sh, a
boat was lowered to catch some, and the crse.w is believed tg
have landed on the foam-fringed beach of (Jcmle},' Island, o
to have been the first white men who ever set foot on the soil
Tmpire State.
Ofltthiz ]rion;gmnderful that Hudson forgot his mission, and be-
came enchanted with the gorgeous scenery everywhere spread
out before him. Majestic forests, that had shm’lbered ;)n
throngh the solitudes of the ages, waved on .the shores; the
little hills were crowned with grass and a v‘arlety O'ZE fr'agrant
flowers; the waters swarmed with finny tribes, .Wlnle bn‘.ds Q-f
strange plumage and song flitted through the air. A 1111.}1‘16{ .
to unknown race, with strange manmners and showy trappings,
came to his ship in their canoes with corn and other vegeta-
bles, for which they received from the generous commodore
axes and shoes, which they hung about their necks for orna-
ments.

THE FIRST GRAVE.

Hudson continued at his anchorage about a week, and on
the 6th of the month dispatched a boat to explore the har’t‘)or.
The little erew passed through the Narrows and t-t-.mk a view
of the green hills of Manhattan, after which it sailed cm.t .to-
ward Newark bay. On their return an unfortunate collision
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occurred between the party and the natives, and an English
sailor named John Coleman was struck in the neck by an ar-
row and killed. Two others were wounded. Coleman had
long been associated with Hudson on the seas, and his death
was greatly regretted. It is probable that the sailors were
the first aggressors. A grave was dug on Sandy Hook, and
on the 9th of September he was mournfully interred, and
the spot has since been known as Coleman’s Point.

HUDSON EXPLORES THE RIVER.

On the 11th of September Hudson sailed through the Nar-
rows, and after anchoring one day in the New York bay pro-
ceeded up the river to the present site of Albany, hoping to
find the long-sought passage to the East Indies. Unwilling
to believe he had reached the head of navigation, he de-
spatched a party to sound the river higher up. They pro-
ceeded eight or nine leagues, and finding but seven feet of
water they returned with the unwelcome intellizence. The
voyage up the river, though a disappointment, was a pleasant
excursion. The rocky Palisades, lofty Highlands, and the
majestic curves of the sweeping silver current, appear to have
lingered long in the minds of these bold adventurers. The
natives gave them a friendly reception, spreading before them
the best the country afforded.

The country was indeed rich. Hudson declared that in
one Indian village he saw a quantity of corn and beans suf-
ficient to fill three ships, and that the neighboring fields were
burdened with luxuriant crops.

Two unfortunate occurrences in this voyage tarnish the
character of Hudson and his crew. They communicated to
the red man the fatal, intoxicating bowl. Sailors must always
have a revel while on shore, and one occurred during their
stay at Albany—the first on the banks of that beautiful
river. Secondly, he had rudely captured while at Sandy
Hook two natives, whom he designed to carry with him to
Holland. Both escaped on his passage up the river, or at
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their drunken carousal, and with manly courage collected _
their forces to resent this breach of faith on his return. A FOUNDING OF THE DUTCH DYNASTY.
fleet of well-filled canoes at Spuyten Duyvil attacked and a.t.-
tempted to board the vessel. A musket shot fI:OIﬂ the sfhlp
killed one native and scattered the rest. Opposite Washing- = : :
ton Ileights the attack was renewed as the vessel floated down = o =0 trading vessels were fitted out by the
" enterprising merchants, and despatched to
these shores to reap the golden harvest held
out in the valuable fur trade. These experi-
: ments were highly successful, and agents
were stationed here to continue the business
during the absence of the ships. These agents established
their headquarters on the southern point of Manhattan Island.
The « United New Netherland Company,” composed of a
number of merchants, was chartered in 1614, for a hrief
period, and in 1621 the “ West India Company,” larger and
richer than the former, was permanently incorporated, This
great company was invested with nearly all the prerogatives
of a general government. They were allowed to appoint
their own governors, settle the ends and forms of administra-
tive justice, make treaties, enact laws, and were granted the
exclusive control of trade on the whole American coast. In
1623 a stanch vessel (the “ New Netherland,” which eontinued
her trips regularly for more than thirty years) brought over
thirty families to begin a colony These were landed at Al-
bany, and a settlement began. Two years later (1625) another
THE “HALF MOON ™ ASCENDING HUDSOX RIVER. ' company Cagle over tifl. two Shi])s, bringing horses, cattle,
sheep, swine, agricultural implements, and seed orain, and be-
gan a settlement on Manhattan. The first fort was erected in
1615 by the traders, and stood in the rear of the present Trinity
church, on the bank of the river, the tides then reachin‘g
could understand. . . “’huere the western wall of the churchyard now stands. In
A 1751 some workmen digging in the bank in the rear of the
chureh, discovered a stone wall which was afterwards ascer-
tained to be the remains of the long-forgotten fort. In 1623
a new fort, a block-house, was constructed a little south of

the stream. Another volley of musketry stretched nine -mor(;le
in the cold embrace of death, after which they demstel.
The thunder of the white man’s weapon, and the deadly

plunge of his missile, was more than they
A Tittle caution and moderation would have saved t .
from that otherwise brilliant record of this peerless naviga-
tor. On the 4th of October Hudson set sail for Holland, to
make known the facts of his wonderful discovery.




