XI.

NEW YORK ALL THE YEAR ROUND.

EW YORK is situated in latitude (of

City Hall) 40° 42' 43" North, longi-

tude T4° 0' 3" West, and a little south

of the centre of the belt described as the north

temperate zone. As the city stands in the

| upper bay, eighteen miles from the Atlantic

=~ Ocean, the extreme rigor of the ocean blast is

lost ere it reaches the city, calming gently down

into a bracing and healthful breeze. The cli-

i mate is quite changeable, often characterized by

the extremes of heat and cold, yet, all things con-

sidered, is perhaps as salubrious as that in any other part of

the world. New York, unlike London and many other cities

enveloped half the year in an impenetrable fog, is blest with

a clear atmosphere, so that despite the smoke of a hundred

thousand chimneys, its inhabitants can nearly every day in
the year look upon a sky as blue and fair as the Italian.

WINTER IN NEW YORE.

New York has a brief but emphatically a northern winter,
the great sheets of salt water lying around it rendering the
atmosphere very chilly, and usually making the impression,
that the weather is colder than the thermometer indicates.
The winter begins properly about the first of December, and
continues about three months, but as the mercury seldom falls
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below zero (Fahrenheit) the weather may be considered but
moderately cold. About once in ten or twenty years, how-
ever, the cold becomes intense. The winter of 174041 was
thus marked. The rivers were frozen, and the snow, which
was six feet deep, covered the earth for a long period. Just
twenty years later (1760) the cold was so intense that the
Narrows were frozen over, and men and teams crossed with-
out danger. But the coldest ever known since the settlement
of the country occurred in 1779-80. The Hudson River was
one solid bridge of ice for forty days,and Long Island Sound
was nearly frozen over in its widest part. The bay was so
solidly frozen, that an expedition with eighty sleighs, and as
many pieces of artillery, crossed to Staten Island, and returned
to New York in the same manner. The city was at that time
held by the British garrison, trade almost wholly suspended,
and the suffering among the populace became intense. The
British commander, under severe penalty, ordered the inhabit-
ants of Long Island and of Staten Island to cut their timber
and draw it to the city for sale, but even this failed to bring
the needed supply. Many families sawed up their tables and
chairs to cook their food, and covered themselves in bed day
and night to avoid freezing to death. A shipbuilder named
Bell cut up a rope cable worth six hundred dollars for back-
logs, and a spar equally valuable for fuel. Another severe
winter was experienced in 1820, and again in 1835, and the
rivers have been again so frozen in our day as to afford safe
crossing. '
Oceasionally there is a fine run of sleighing, lasting several
weeks. This is a gay and brilliant period for the wealthy
classes, and a golden harvest for the livery stables, each team
and sleigh earning the proprietor from one hundred to two
hundred dollars per day. But this period of festivity is one of
deep privation and suffering among the poor. A heavy fall
of snow suspends all operations on public works, building,
orading, ete. It is not unusnal to have seventy or a hundred
thousand men out of employment at mid-winter, half of
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whom have no money to pay rent, provide the necessaries of
life for their families, or' to bury their own dead. It is at
this season, often characterized by immense losses and suffer-
ings, that the deepest religious impressions are made upon
the masses by the Churches. An old divine once quaintly
said that “ the Lord did not enter New York until after the
rivers were frozen over.” Thisis not true; yet such is the
rush of business and pleasure, that no general spiritual har-
vest is gathered until after the holidays. A cold winter,
affording fine opportunities for sleigh-riding and skating, is
much relished, and except the suffering among the poor,
resulting from insufficient food, clothing, and fuel, is by far
the most healthy and desirable. :

SPRING IN NEW YOREK.

Spring may be said to open generally about the first of
March, and is considered pleasant to all except those afflicted
with pulmonary complaints. To this class the air is moist,
harsh, and severe, until near the middle of May. Parks?
lawns, and gardens are clothed with the finest green by tha;
first of April, and fragrant flowers bud and bloom in rich
luxuriance.

Spring is the period for projecting new parks, streets, piers
public buildings, letting contracts, opening business et-e.’
Everything hums with excitement from the Battery toﬁ Har-
lem bridge, the rivers and bay are white with sloops and
crafts laden with brick, lnumber, sand, and a hundred other
articles of domestic commerce, and everybody plans and
hopes for a business harvest. The beauty and toil of this
busy period are marred and aggravated by the advent of
“May-day.” On the first few days of May nearly half the
families exchange houses, filling the streets day and night with
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loads of furniture and clouds of dust. The sidewalks are
thronged in the meantime with women, boys, and girls, car-
rying mirrors, pictures, books, vases, babies, birds, dogs, etc.,
ete. Half the houses need repairing, and every family © mus?
be served first;” hence, masons, plumbers, painters, and gla-
ziers are in great demand, many of them toiling night and
day. After a few weeks the houses are adjusted, the streets
swept, the families appear in church, the children in school,
and everything assumes a more cheerful aspect.

* These extensive removals necessitate the annual compiling
of a new City Directory, which is gotten out with great dis-

# ¢ The New York ity Directory for 1871-72, just issued, is quite as intex-
estingand complete as any of its predecessors. Tt contains 1,268 pages, ex-
clusive of 172 pages of advertisements, and sixty-fwo pages of miscellaneous
matter; the present volume contains 200,953 names. It is quite amusing
to note the singularity of some of the names to be found within ifs pages.
Tor instance, there are a number of Houses and only one Foundation ; a
number of the Goodkind, Corns and Coffins, several Plants, some Lively and
some Nott, Long, Short, and Hot. Of the different colors, there are 547
Whites, 91 Blacks, 938 Browns, 3 Blues, and 253 Greens. Then there are
30 Whiteheads and 2 Redheads; 22 Bulls, 3 Cowards, 1 Happy, 1 Hen, and
1 Chick, Of the Seasons, there are 52 Winters, 24 Springs, and 5 Sum-
mers; of household utensils, 5 Pitchers, 16 Bowles, 1 Breker, 2 Allwell, and
one Sick; of horse-fare, 4 Oats, 8 Straws, and 33 Hays. There are, also, 60
Tords, 21 Dukes, 821 Kings, 10 Queens, 90 Princes, 14 Barons, and 24 Eaxls.
The 0's occupy seven columns, and the M's 85 columns. The ancient name
of Smith occurs 1806 times. There are 36 Barbers to 1 Shaver, 5 Shoe-
makers, 7 Tinkers, and 1 Blower; 56 Pages with only 1 Blot; 1 Untied, 2
Loose, and 1 Blind; 3 Lawyers against 28 Judges, and 2 Juries with no Ver-
dict, Then again there are 40 Popes, 11 Priests, and 81 Bishops, 12 Pea-
cocks and 2 Heads; 2 Books, 4 Bound; 16 Coffees, with 18 Beans; 26
Shepherds with 11 Flocks; 1 Ship, 9 Masts, and 64 Seamen. Of the diifer-
ent nations, there are 5 Englands, 18 Irelands, 4 Wales, 2 Chinas, 2
Germanys, 2 Frenchmen, 8 Germans, 9 Dutch, 1 Irish, 32 English, 99
Welsh, and only 2 Americans, and 7 Turks. Of the different fruits,
there are 8 Apples, 4 Peaches, 7 Plums, Then come 7 Moons, 1 Morning-
star, and 1 Gentleman. The name of George Washington occurs 9 times,
that of Thomas Jefferson twice, John Quincy Adams four times, and Sly,
Smart, and Slick once each. There are 9 Clocks, and 89 Hands; 1 Lion, 3
Bears, and 96 Wolfs; followed by 14 Divines, and 9 Deacons, The shortest
name in the Directory is Py.”
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patch. The note on preceding page appeared in the New
York Tribune, June 17, 1871, and will explain itself.

SUMMER IN NEW YORK.

This period, the loveliest of all in many parts of the world,

is here, to all classes, the most unpleasant and trying of the
whole year. During July or August, nearly every year, the
heat becomes intense, sickness greatly prevails, and death
reaps an abundant harvest. Business, with few exceptions,
is almost wholly prostrated, many large houses not selling for
months sufficient to pay their rents. Merchants, bankers,
clerks, ministers, nearly all who have means, fly with a part
or all of their families to the country, visiting the watering
places, the White Mountains, the Catskills, their farmer-
relatives, the conventions, and camp-meetings, and not a few
cross the Atlantic. Schools are suspended, churches deserted,
and many of them closed. Beer-gardens, soda and ice-cream-
saloons, ice-dealers, and a few others reap their annual har-
vest. Physicians, druggists, and undertakers find little
time for relaxation, and the few clergymen remaining in the
city have incessant calls to minister to the sick, and to bury
the dead.

The ferries, excursion-boats, and railroad-trains arve crowded
with eager thousands, anxious to snuff the breezes of the coun-
try or bay, if it be but for a day or an hour. The parks,
squares, and suburbs are thronged on Sabbath with countless
thousands unable to proceed to any greater distance from the
scorching city.

This period is particularly fatal to infant children. Men
and women, from sultry tenements, may be seen all hours of
the night, walking the streets with pale, gasping infants in
their arms, most of whom with a change of air might
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recover, but who soon find a narrow cell in the neighboring
cemeteries. ‘' The mortality among the laboring classes is
often great during the heated term. On the 17th of July,
1866, the mercury stood at 104° in the shade, and 185° in
the sun.  One hundred and sixty-nine cases of coup de soleil,
or sunstroke, were reported in New York alone, besides a
large number in Brooklyn and Jersey City, a large per cent-
age of which proved fatal. Over twenty head of fat cattle
in the market-yard on Forty-fourth street died of heat, and
scores of horses fell dead in the streets. Laborers and quiet
citizens were alike prostrated. A carpenter at work in the
gallery of a church fell to the audience-room, and was
carried home by his fellow-workmen to die. A huckster
was overcome in his wagon on the same block, the same day.
A young lady, oppressed with heat, started with some friends
for New England, by one of the Sound steamers, but expired
soon after leaving the pier. A seamstress in the upper part
of the city, without any exercise or fatigue, fell from the
chair in which she was sitting, and instantly expired. A
wealthy lady on the east side of the city entered her private
coach to visit a sick friend. On entering her friend’s house,
she felt a sense of faintness stealing over her, and after
making some hasty inquiries, remarked that she did not feel
well, and would not sit down. She returned to her carriage,
and ordered the coachman to drive home quickly. He did
50, but on opening the carriage door found only her lifeless
form. '

This excessive heat never continues more than a féw weeks,
and rarely above a few days. The perils of such seasons are
frightful, especially to dissipated and careless people. The
burning rays pour down for weeks without rain or dew, upon
leafless streets, until the pavements glow with heat like a
fiery furnace, in which humanity is sweltered and baked
alive. It is not proper at such times for strangers to enter
the city, and many of those who do, after remaining a short
time in the Morgue, are deposited by the authorities in an
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unknown grave. The summer of 1869 was unusually cool,
and that of 1870 warmer than any experienced in more than
twenty years. Fewer sunstrokes, however, occurred than in
1866, as many of the laborers wore cabbage-leaves under
their hats, a simple experiment which probably saved the
lives of thousands. '

AUTUMN IN NEW YORE.

September brings the return tide of a surging population.
The great heat of the season has passed, vacations are ended,
and nearly every resident is anxious to see how it looks in
New York. Teachers of the public schools, and scholars
who have been luxuriating amid the shades and glens of the
green mountains, return to resume their labors and studies.
Churches, refitted and refurnished, are opened with impressive
and attractive services, and glad pastors and people exchange
their mutual congratulations. The wholesale dry-goods trade
has already opened, crowding many of the down-town streets
with such piles of new boxes that the pedestrian can scarcely
pass. New stores are opened with brilliant windows, new
books and styles announced, and handbills profuse as the
leaves of autumn spread in every direction. The markets
abound with fruits and vegetables of every description, and
from every part of the country, rich and luscious; but, how-
ever plentiful, through the perverseness of the middlemen,
they are always costly here. Autumn is preéminently the
season for music, promenade, and parade. Music is much
cultivated in New York. Singing is taught in the public
schools, the Sabbath-schools meet twice, devoting most of one
session to singing, so that children with little talent in that
line, by this long-continued drilling, nearly all learn to sing,
In autumn one is attracted by music at the park, music at
the school, music at the church, concert, theater, in the
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drawing-room, and in the public street. Military organiza-
tions, target companies, and the members of various societies,
parade the streets, or ride after richly caparisoned borses,
wearing unique uniforms, filling the air with strains of
music. Organ-grinders, from every nation, and of every age,
multiply at every corner, to the disgust of merchants and
householders. At this season hundreds of persons from the
surrounding country flock to the city in quest of situations,
but failing to obtain them, depart in disappointment, or linger
to swell the ranks of vagrants and criminals. Cold weather
seldom arrives earlier than December, leaving three delight-
£al months for business, study, and pleasure. The climate
during the whole of autumn is bracing, cheerful, and bland
beyond all description.




