MOUNT SINAI HOSPITAL.

(Lexington avenieé and Siaty-sizth street.)

The many thousand Hebrews of New York toﬁk no (tilstlc?ﬁ;
tive part in the hospital accomnri‘cl)(lat;cg;s Oc:ff }J eeg imgﬁ;ﬁ[é 6
il about twenty years ago. Ll e
Ellllglf}h Ec}c.lljle Jewish yH%spital was mporpomted bealéa_ daten oi
January 5, 1832. About that time Saﬂ}ps?[‘n 1tmsci) i
wealthy Hebrew, donated a lot of ground in ‘xlven %r»el%- L
street, near Eighth avenue, and the society purc @sel e}[_u s
joining lot and erected the handsome brick Hospital, s % o
use. at a cost of mearly $35,000. The corner-stone of t .
structure was laid with appropriate eXercises i the pt;eseélc’
of a large concourse of citizens on the 25th of NfOVGIEEL e; ]
1853, and the Hospital opened for the reception oopa 1ien 8
amid much rejoicing on the 17th of May, 1855. One hun-
dred and thirteen patients were admitted the first year.

The Institution is under the control of twelve d1retifto{s,
three of whom are elected annually by the members of t ﬁe
society and serve four years. Members are ad rmtt(?d on the
annual payment of five dollars, or one hundred paid aijf oie
time, which entitles them to a voice at all meetings of t 1e
society, and to a preference in the benefits of the H(;»:%plltaé
Tn 1853 Mr. Touro, of New Orleans, mcre.asedﬁthe caplt? ﬁ
the society by a donation of 20,000, and in 1363 twq of the
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directors proposed to contribute $10,000 each, on condition
that the Board should raise a permanent fund of $50,000,
which was soon accomplished. :

During the sixteen years of its operations, it has received

6,925 patients; about 5,500 of them have been restored to-

health, and about 1,400 surgical operations have been per-
formed. The design of the society, as set forth at its incor-
poration, is to “afford surgical and medical aid, comfort, and
protection in sickness to deserving and needy Israelites,” but
their charities have extended far beyond their own persna-
sion. Many sick and disabled soldiers during the war were
received and treated in their Institution. When in 1866 the
city was threatened with cholera, a ward was prepared and
promptly tendered to the Board of Iealth. Casualty patients.
have always been received and every possible alleviation
afforded, often at considerable expense to the managers; and
whenever a poor unfortunate has lost a limb by amputation,
the directors have invariably procured him an artificial one.
True to the instinets of their illustrious ancestors, they regard
every man in distress a brother, and opening the tent door
bid him welcome to the enjoyment of their hospitality. In
their printed report they say, “ The ear of the Hebrew is
never deaf to the ery of the needy, nor his heart unmoved at
the suffering of a fellow man, whatever be his creed, origin,
or nationality.” Several of the Jewish Rabbis give unwear-
ied attention to the religious interests of their patients, and
suffering Gentiles are allowed to receive visits from their own
gfirii;u&f advisers. The Hospital contains a small synagogue.

‘hey also own a burial-place, and bury the dead without
charge to the friends of the deceased.

The necessities of the public and the wants of the society
some time since outgrew the capacity of their modest build-
ing, which has never been able to accommodate over about
sixty-five patients. Their surroundings have also sadly
changed. At the time of opening the Iospital, the neighbor-
hood was clean, airy, and quiet. But during the last few
years the building has been surrounded by factories, brewer-
ies, and workshops, whose steam-engines are pufling day and
night, to the great annoyance of the patients, who sigh for
quiet and rest. These factories have brought also a class of
families that add greatly to the noise and filth of the neigh-
borhood. ~ In October, 1867, a steam boiler exploded within a
hundred feet of the Hospital, and was thrown several hundred:
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i f the inmates
feet in the air, crushing a dwelling and Hsoqmg[ a(m)lf él;g ;gglim;
in its descent. The concussion at the 0.3)1 N
The walls were shaken, windows shattereh L a'I}currence e
among the poor patients indescribable. T lta o¢ S
tled the matter of removal, and the direc %zunc?l e
quire for a more eligiblle Eim-'t r.Ehg Of%g;?ﬁuton aveﬁue, e

a lease of twelve lots situated OI EE e
E\}\%& Sixty-fifth and Sixty-sixth streets, for ninety-nine years,
at 2 nominal rent of one dollar per annuii. e

The corner-stone of the niwfvt HOSP]t?.(]}. %;SE%en’s e
f May 25, 1870. er music by
}Il’i)eow? J(.) J. Lv}rms offered an earnest and th‘oughgful rgz?g:;‘.c
Mr .Benjamin Nathan (since wmkedlytIil%lo(}{BZ%n)Ea?nh; eny
- i r siting the meta ining
of the society, after depositing e
i ¥ ther documents in the ;
history of the movement and o - ;
w}it-h }arn appropriate ad'[llies}?, dpresentegetsc;dglg%’?;f fi{(ggisg
Hall a silver trowel, which had upon o e
inseription signifyi the Sick, and on the Othe
inseription signifying House of e
snseription of ¢ift, with the names of the O (
Ei':c“l['he Max-'gr'f;&ter congratulating tllaa society and the city
n this new movement of charity, sad: = -
upe Other cities boast of peculiar and f}él'tm‘ﬂéai' tlt%ﬁ% d{.)et?fé'll})y
ir i i e i of Brot
ive of their inhabitants. There is the " Uity OL
tﬁ;f;e’ as Philadelphia is called, and there 18 Bmd}l}?}{’l ¢ Tllllg
City of Churches;’ but the ecity of I\Ilew}o_rk proudly ﬁ; :
sloriously boasts of being the great  City of 011&1’1%318?1. s
therefore doubly appropriate that the Mayor o 't a 'ng
should be here, as it were, the high-priest of these cel.emonlle .d
Te then descended from the pla‘d(irm, and having place
:mself near the stone, continued as follows: .
hu‘r‘l?[ now proceed to fay this corner-stone in the name o‘{ f};r
common humanity ; in the name of the common mortab 1d%
to which we all cling; in the name of those ills of the bo }f
and the mind to which we are all subject; in the name }(i
aniversal merey, which we prayerfully demand ; and in the
name of that universal death which we all reverently expectf.
And Jehovah grant that, as long as time endures, angels tﬁ
compassion, with healing on tl}el{ wings, may hover round the
site of this Mount Sinai Hospital. :
! After the stone had been lowered to its place the Mayor
struck it several times with the gavel, and concluded the cere-
mony by adding: :
i %iedthou th%re, O corner-stone, and, according to the sen-
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tence of the noble prayer which has been offered here to-day,
mayest thou ever rest beneath the site of an hospital that
shall be the shelter of suffering humanity, without distinction
of faith.”

An eloquent and appropriate address was then delivered
by the Hon. Albert Cardozo, one of the justices of the Su-
preme Court of the State of New York, from which we ex-
tract the following paragraph :

“ And now, from its foundation, I dedicate the beautiful
edifice about to be erected on this spot to the charitable pur-
poses for which it is designed. I dedicate it in the name of the
union of these States—may both alike be perpetual l—whose
theory of religious liberty and equality, faithfully maintained
from the birth of the nation—may it never be violated —has
attracted so many to these shores, who have shed lustre upon
our race, and who have repaid their adopted country for its
protection by devoting treasure and talent, and life itself, to
her interests.

“I dedicate it in the name of the State of New York—may
the career of both be upward and onward in prosperity for-
ever !l —under whose parental and protecting care and benign
influence and policy the Institution has thriven and grown,
from insignificant and dependent infancy, until it has at-
tained its present extended usefulness and proportions.

“I dedicate it in the name of the City of New York—cath-
olic and profuse in its generosity towards all landable objects
—our pride, our home ; with which our dearest interests and
hopes are identified, and for whose welfare our heartstrings
vibrate with tenderest emotion and sensibility ; whose prog-
ress in all that makes a city really great, while only keep-
ing pace with our affection, has excited the admiration and
amazement of the world, and provoked at times the envy
of her less-favored sisters of both this and the old country;
whose munificence towards this and all deserving charities
marks her pre-eminent, as in everything else, for entire free-
dom from bigotry, and for devotion to %19 cause of humanity

and the sacred principle of religions liberty. And in the
name of all these, speaking for those who eannot speak for
themselves—for the helpless, the hapless, and the forlorn—
I invoke the aid of all to sustain this admirable charity and
make the Institation a perfect and permanent success.”

The work thus happily begun is being rapidly pushed for-
ward, and the present autumn will probably witness the
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completion of one of the finest hospitals in our city. The
building will front on Lexington avenue, extendlpg aCross
the entire block ; it will consist of a fine central edifice, with
two wings, constructed of brick and marble, in the most ap-
proved style of architecture. Tt is three stories high, besides
Dasement and attic, with Mansard roof, heated with steam,
will accommodate two hundred beds, and cost, 1N IFS gonstruc-
tion and furniture, $325,000. The subseription building fund
amounts to mnearly one hundred thousand dollars at this

writing, the old hospital and grounds are expected to bring
toward a hundred thousand when vacated, and the Institution

has now a permanent endowment fund of another hlmdl:?d
thousand. The Charity Fair inaugurated on the 30th of No-

vember, 1870, netted the Hospital the large sum of $101,643,
besides the $35,000 appropriated to the Hebrew Orphan

Asylum. Surely the Hebrews o
excellent record. May a kind Provi
them !

£ New York are making an
dence direct and save

BELLEVUE HOSPITAL.

(Twenty-siatl street, EBast river.)

HE Bellevue Hospital is one of the largest Institu-
tions of its kind in the United States, and one of the
noblest monuments of municipal charity in the whole
world, In 1816 a stone building fifty feet by one

hundred and fifty was erected at Bellevue, as a peniten-
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tiary for minor offenders. The same year the new alms-
house was erected in close proximity to the latter, and in
1826 the Hospital was established near the two just described.
The three Institutions, and over twenty acres of land, were en-
closed with a stone wall, and became known as the Bellevne
establishment. The opening of the House of Refuge in 1825,
and the prison at Sing-Sing in 1828, furnished accommoda-
tions for criminals, so that at the removal of the inmates of
the slmshouse to Blackwell’s Island, in 1848, the Hospital
interest maturally took the entire possession of Bellevue.
The old almshouse, constructed of blue-stone, is nOW the
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central edifice of the Hospital. Various changes and addi-
tions have been made from time to time, until the buildings
now present a continuous line of three hundred and fifty
feet, all four stories’ high, the central one crowned with a
lofty observatory. The Hospital contains thirty-five wards,
and has space for about twelve hundred patients. The ceil-
ings are now considered too low and the ventilation quite
defective, yet every improvement possible for the comfort of
the patients is made. The Hospital is heated throughout with
steam, the cooking and washing being performed by the same
agent, and the apartments are all lighted with gas. Each
building has a piazza with external iron staircases, affording
pleasant exercise to convalescents, and ample means of escape
in case of fire.

In the basement of the main building are kept the drugs,
the Hospital clothing, and much of the provision stores.
Here is also the printing office of the commissioners. The
side walls of the wide entrance way of the first floor present
on the one hand the stone on which George Washington
stood when he took the oath of office as first President of
the United States. The stone is appropriately inseribed. On
the opposite side the commissioners have placed a beautiful
inscription in white marble, to the memory of Dr. Valentine
Mott, so long regarded as the chief ornament of the medical
fraternity of New York. The office of the warden and the
business room of the commissioners are found on the first
floor, and on the second are private apartments for the war-
den, engineer, apothecary, and matron. The third floor con-
tains similar apartments for the resident physicians and
surgeons ; while the fourth contains the operating theater,
surrounded with circular seats raised in the form of an am-
Ehitheater, with space for several hundred students. This

oor contains also the library, and the consultation room.
The surgical instroments formerly kept here have been re-
moved to the first floor, and placed with other curiosities in
a large room adjoining the entrance hall. They are all
placed in charge of one person, who is held responsible for
their condition. The attic contains the tanks from which
hot and cold water is distributed throngh the building. The
Hospital has recently been furnished with spring beds, which,
besides lessening the labor, adds greatly to the comfort of the
patients. The museum is being steadily enriched with speci-
mens of morbid anatomy, illustrating nearly every variety of
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disease. The Hospital is placed under a medical committee
of inspection, who examine it weekly, making such recom-
mendations as they think proper. ik e

This Hospital, as all know, is & mumplpal institution, con-
trolled by the Commissioners of Charities and Correction.
Hence all sick poor are entitled to treatment free of charge.

A surgeon 1 detailed to examine all applicants, and if
they require continuous medical treatment he assigns them
to their appropriate ward in the Hospital ; if the illness 1
slight, they are sent 0 the Bureau of Out-door Sick. An
average of seven or eight thousand are trez_a,ted annually in
this Hospital, about ten per cent. of whom die; a large part
of the deaths occur, howeyer, among infants and casualty
patients. Though the patients are nearly all paupers, the
surgeons employed are second to mone, and the treatment
throughout is the best science can afford. I

The bodies of the dead, unless taken awa.{ by their friends,
are interred in the City Cemetery on Hart Island.

As a school of clinical instruction, Bellevue ranks among
the first in the world. The students of all medical schools
in the city are granted admission tickets, and several hundred
are in constant attendance.

In 1866 the commissioners added the Medical and Surgi-
eal Bureau for the Relief of the Out-door Poor, which is
manned by a large corps of physicians, who treated over 17,000
patients the last year. During the same year 2 building,
similar to the famous Morgue of Paris, was constructed, as &
temporary receptacle for the exhibition and identification of
the unknown dead. The body is stretched upon a table so
that it can be viewed through a glass ceiling day and night
for seventy-two hours. If not identified, a minate deserip-
tion of the person is recorded, a picture taken, and the gar-
ments worn are still kept on exhibition for twenty or mOre
days. A convenient room has been added to this building
for the deliberations of the coroners. During 1869 there
were received at the Morgue 149 bodies, 70 of whom were
recognized by friends, and 79 not identified.

Several acres of ground are still connected with the Hospi-
tal. The yards are finely cultivated and add greatly to the
beauty and healthfulness of the Institution.

THE NURSERY AND CHILD'S HOSPITAL.
(Lexington avenue and Fifty-first street.)

5 fxggg ?(])L tlllfa woes of this sorrowful world, perhaps none
o ching to consider or record than those endured
Sﬁpplie% ‘;i,ths%eechlesg childhood. If early years are well
EpLC vl 1e appliances of life and culture, the priva-
umpﬁ antF tgles,_and tempests of later years Iilay be tri-
o g’ " rne; but neglect and misfortune in the morn-
e sadhennOt ltilst‘argtly fatal, may so extend their shadows
o ﬂ?’n ruin a noble existence. Many causes
e e thlcf: Ci]_lldh()(}d. Death robs many a bright-
SipRl e Ce earliest dawn of its existence, of her whose
s a.? never be supplied. Its father may be at
et e o]got‘ he Indian Ocean, in Asia, or on the Rocky
o pro:;'ided &fert-{] may drive the mother to give the food
s oac for er own 1pfant to that of another; thus
e arrm'n starvation, she half starves her child
s o ﬂe insane, and some suffer with.lingering
i lemselves conveyed to hospitals. Add to
S numberless illegitimate births, where shame for
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past crimes leads to the commission of another for its con-
cealment, and we gain a faint conception of the ills the race
encounters at the threshold of its existence. Reflections of
this kind, particularly those of wetnurses, compelled by'_
want of subsistence to, neglect their own babes and care for
others, led to the founding of the “ Nursery and Child’s Hos-
pital” And is it not eminently fitting that woman, to whom
God in His providence has committed the race, and to whom
He has given the finest susceptibilities for its culture, should
be the founder and manager of this worthy Institution ?
Early in 1854 Mrs. Cornelins Du Bois, whose mind had
become thoroughly imbued with this subject, undertook to
interest her friends and the publicin behalf of the infant
children of the poor, and so successful were her endeavors,
that on the 1st of March, less than a month from the time of
beginning, a society was organized, with 10,000 subsecribed
to commence the enterprise. On the first da,y, of the follow-
ing May a building was opened In St. Mark’s place, which
was 5o soon filled that it was found necessary to add the
house adjoining; but, the pressure for room still continuing, a
more eligible building was secured on Sixth avenue, where
the society carried on its work for two years.

The original intention was to provide a nursery for the
infants of laboring women, and others deprived by any
cause of their mothers. The design was to provide for
healthy children, but unfortunately disease is mot slow to
march through the tender ranks of childhood, and it soon
became apparent that, in order to the successful maintenance
of a nursery, a hospital with physicians, nurses, and all need-
ful appliances must be added. Every week the number of
applications increased, and the managers soon became con-
vinced that the limits hitherto assigned to their undertaking
were not commensurate with the wants of the city, and that
their borders must be greatly enlarged.

This could not be done without money. An application to-
the city authorities finally secured the permanent lease of a
lot of land one hundred feet square on Fifty-first street, be-
tween Lexington and Third avenues. The Legislature was.
appealed to in 1855, and again in 1857, and the sum of
$10,000 ‘was granted to aid in building. Several public
entertainments and many private donations so swelled their
building fund that they were permitted, in May, 1858, to
complete a fine threestory brick building, at a cost of
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$98,000. The main building is sixty feet deep, with a front
of one hundred and nineteen feet, with two wings of twenty-
seven and forty feet, respectively. Up to this period no ille-
gitimate children were admitted, but the large numbers they
were compelled to refuse induced a deeper study into the
necessities of these most wretched of all infants. The late
Tsaac Townsend, then one of the governors of the almshouse,
was led to the careful consideration of the same subject, and
came to the same conclusion, viz., that a foundling hospital
should be established in New York.

In 1858 the Common Council appointed a select committee
to examine and report on the expediency of founding such
an Institution. The committee carefully examined the sub-
jeet, conferred with eminent physicians, collected statistics,
and reported in favor of such a Hospital. Their report showed
that in one week, out of 508 deaths, no less than 107, or thirty-
five per cent., were under one year of age, 54 being returned
as still or premature births. But these published bills of
mortality could not guess at the hundreds and thousands of
cases known only to certain women and their physicians.

The annual report of the Police Department, the observa-
tions of thoughtful medical advisers, and others, proved that
infanticide had become a widespread and appalling erime in
American cities, and extended from the marble palace of Fifth
avenue to the dingiest hovel on the island. It was believed
that the establishment of foundling hospitals in the principal
cities of Europe had prevented the extensive practice of
child-murder in those countries. As early as 1670, Louis
XIV. placed the Foundling Hospital of Paris on a common
footing with the other hospitals of the city; and in 1778 a
lying-in asylum was established by Marie Antoinette. In1789
Thomas Coram founded the London Foundling Hospital,
which has since been recognized as one of the most useful
charities of England. In our country villages and towns,
where every one is known, infanticide is believed to be rare;
hence, many indiscreet girls and women, on pretence of a visit
or an offered situation, have in the seclusion of a great city
sought concealment, and there blackened their souls with in-
fanticide. The statistics gathered in one instance showed that,
out of 195 cases, only 37 belonged to the city. Many young
girls are annually thrust from the homes of their parents on
the discovery of their sad condition, some of whom epter as a
last resort dens of infamy to run a brief career of crime, which




