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i e dr: from the
concealment is stronger than for life, are drawn

i ibed by the coroner.
aier. by o P r%%%ls%?cﬁrs. Du Bois, aided by

i exe ) 3
Egc&grkrjgs (131(?1;3132?11:1 f foundling hospital or “ Infant Home

wa{,te,‘l;reazte;i riﬁr(l)(}eBlG%uilding of its kind, constructed of brick

an i 7 i ement
d freestone, with three stories above a 81]}1%? }I)*‘aiity-ﬁmé
fronting on Texineton avenue, at the corn

r o

terminates in an awful death;

Vv ol 5 and 5
2

i ieldi the

ftal. About the time of its completion, yu(?%?‘%héosick
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i y d to its founders, :

o ﬁfipeisgsl;o‘:?:ﬁiishm?f had been erected. fl[n O(j[t;bel,
%%e(?fl t(i)t WE;S formally opened for !she recep.tiofn ?w;itt?gf sﬁﬁi-
Great inconvenience was experienced still for o
cienieroom, and from the separation_lfflglslg i‘g Oerect., g

i rprisi anagers, 1 , fo , at
- Ehc?v:? ’tﬁift?“ég% trﬁlousagnd dollars, a third b{u]%g;%i
expense Othe vacant space between the two im:me'r, £ 1&:1 e
{113;??3 which contains a play-room for therflll}rildle%im ‘:uild-
being largely appropriated to a lyingin 3330;1 'They e
ings are now entirely completed and pai e
fo%.rteen wards, besides snitable schoolk,1 {nlll)gf, b
' Yooms, and other needful apartments. T E_ammH o
00 ¢ to encourage vice, but to prevent it. Hlenc e
i Ilg admission are required to furnish certificates il
see ]?%1 arties, stating that until recently they have sfus By
i etgxaract,em. It opens its doors for the relie }?n 3
Wr?uouif unfortunates who have no other refuge in t E:i Ware
- %ﬁy Each woman admitted is r_egmred to nurse atn n?mse
\E(')(;r one child besides ber own, and if her child d1es:£iﬁ% e
two during her stay. On leaving she receives a cer Hicats
ommendation from the managers and hOuSE:’.ldP Fundel:
I‘e}c:iich usnally secures her a good situation. Chi .1‘81113 e
e rs of ace are received, for which the paren d]lla,rs
Sl?ct?agato pay ten dollars per month foa aﬂn mf:}n‘s, :,ei;?)gpi?al i
hild who can walk, and nine ollars fora b spital 8
s;)é'kaccl:ﬁld. The great majority, however, paf{ 2315153513 irril‘di-
city authorities now pay five dollars per week o1

ild
gent lying-in woman, and five dollars per month for each chil

when noﬁling can be obtained from the parent.
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During the year closing with March, 1870, 108 intants
were born in the Hospital, and the inmates averaged about
three hundred and fifty, two-thirds of whom were children.
The expenditures of the Institution during the same time
amounted to $55,241. During the last year 116 infants were
born in the Institution, 1,083 persons cared for, and 43 wet
nurses provided with situations, The servants sometimes find
an infant placed at the door of the Institution in the early
howrs of the morning, and others are left by heartless
mothers who never call for them. These are kept and in-
structed until they are eight or ten years of age, when they
are adopted into good families. The infants are fod cor-
densed milk, preparations of barley, etc., and as they
advance eggs and other solid articles of diet are added. An
able board of physicians give much time to the care of the
sick, and the Institution is watched over night and day by an
experienced matron, Mrs. Polman, who possesses rare fitness
for the critical position. An annual ball is held in behalf of
the Institution. This questionable method of sustaining a
worthy charity has nevertheless proved eminently suceessful,
as the managers have realized $10,000 or $15,000 from each,
thus drawing large sums from the voluptuous Eublic, which
lacks the principle to give until entertained with some frivo-

lous amusement. On the 4th of July, 1870, the Societ
opened on Staten Island a country nurse , for the beneﬁyt
of the sickly children of the Institution, at an expense of
$50,000. The Legislature of 1870 gave $25,000, and in 1871
added the other $25,000, thus full equipping this country
retreat for these infant sufferers. l.yf'he society is now thor-
oughly furnished for its undertaking, and will doubtless run
a long and useful career. The Institution is Protestant, but
0t denominational.




NEW YORK EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY.

(Corner of Second avenie and Thirteenth street.)

The disorders of the eye and its appendages are more

i f

and diversified than those of any other member 0
Itllim}ig;l:n body, and some of the operations for 1t%1reh€§hret:
wire the nicest combinations of delicacy and Sklf. i ab—
ever knowledge the ancients may have possessed O thls sqld_

act. certain it is that the medical fraternity, during t e_{nt h
éle ages, walked in profound darkness. 1t was not until & t;
latter psirt of the seventeenth century that the anatomgage
the eye was well understood. The German surgeons :
the honor of rescuing from dee];3 obscurity the sclgn{cie .
ophthalmic surgery. In 1773 arthe first founde o
Vienna School, which has since become so celebrated. g
impulse given to the subject in Germany was so0n ccmngrnlthe
cated to England, and in 1804 Mr. Sanders _founde 't; es

London Eye Infirmary, whence have sprung similar chariti

in various parts of Great Britain and the Continent.
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In 1816 Edward Delafield and John K. Rodgers, gradu-
ates of the 0011(}%3 of Physicians gnd Surgeons of New York
City, sailed for Kurope to improve themselves in the knowl-
ed.%e of their profession. They had attended the usual course
of lectures, each had practised a year in the New York Hos-
pital, but as the institutions of our country were yet in their
infancy they hoped by foreign study to render themselves
better fitted for the responsible duties of the medical profes-
sion. While pursuing their studies in London they were in-
duced to become pupils in the recently established Eye In-
firmary. They had given the usual attention to the study of
the treatment of the eye, but soon discovered that they and
their American instructors were profoundly ignorant of the
whole subject. They instantly saw that here was an open
field of great usefulness wholly untrodden in their own coun-
try, and they devoted themselves with untiring assiduity to
this new branch of knowledge. Returning in 1818, they
nobly resolved to establish an Infirmary. They were both
young, possessed little means, had no reputation as physi-
cians, yet in Augnst, 1820, they hired two rooms on the
second floor at No. 45 Chatham street, and publicly an-
nounced that on certain days and hours of each week indi-
gent persons afflicted with diseases of the eyes would be gra-
tuitously treated, and furnished with all necessary medical
appliances. What was undertaken as an experiment soon
proved a success, for in less than seven months four hundred
and thirty-six patients had applied and received treatment,
and many astonishing recoveries had occurred. Having thus
demonstrated the feasibility and utility of the undertaking,
they now resolved to bring the matter before the public, and
ask for the means to resﬁlx found an Infirmary. A publie
meeting convened at the City Hotel on the 9th of March,
1821, to consider this subject, was eminently successful. A
permanent organization was effected, and a committee raised
to solicit subseriptions and temporarily conduct the Institu-
tion.

The members of the society were denominated governors,
and they resolved that the payment of forty dollars or up-
wards should constitute one a governor for life, or the pay-
ment of five dollars per annum a yearly governor, with the
privilege of sending two patients to the Infirmary for treat-
ment at all times.

The operations of the society were continned in the same
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rooms until 1824, when a part of tht‘a- old %am&?h?gﬁltg%
was rented for thedsu;]n %fe ?:ig?uﬁael Lg;lé]lll 2‘91:11, 1895, and
ilﬁcorporagéogl%aggewaz grantged in each of the two .foil%w%ng
eea.fsumln 1845 the accommodations a6 the gosg;tameil%
’Eotaﬂ..y inadequate, a three-story house t‘.?;t : %.rmar st
street was purchased and fitted up for ebn ; g{; But
after a few years the pumber .of pa’aent% .icizgm; = s% 2
that it became manifest th_a’r, a la.r.ger ui mt% i
obtained. In 1854 the Legislature, in answeronditio}l) el
memorials, granted the sum of $10,000, on ¢ e
$20,000 more should be raised by the directors a.b ¢ E{) i
I bulding, Ot 30000, S T prsnt bl
friends of the enterprise, and 1n Godas
Tt stands on the north-east corner or Do
;?;nﬁle'ecg%i Thirteenth street, is a handsome fogg;,ﬁ?r-
brown st wih spprpriate SParmes 8 ) mori
enty-five beds for patients. bW i e
cation to the prime movers 11l this un eld : d:,, oo
troduced this system into the country, and ha tho e
selves in its largest and wealthiest city, to seg il
- titations securely founded and richly endowed, O
llgzgﬁﬁlgnd the ot]fer in Philadelphia, whﬂe_thefy were ;;f(’ls
to toil on in comparative poverty and obscurity q{d§1x i
thirty years. On their entrance mﬁ) thela];egi balec g ﬁgodw
Jiety entered upon a new era. lis en ‘
?:?5312 gor patients from abroad greatly swelle 1:}8353’n:?l]}:n’t)?;sl ::rl'
those who sought its remedies. Previous to 1853, ther bet
been treated 48,528 patients, but during the last §1.xt-een y v
10 less than 98,375 have sought relief af the Infiy plnarg. -
army, in all, of 147,403. The Infirmary is open j(:‘]aél Y _lun . aj:
excepted, from twelve o'clock to one and a half, for the g 4
tuitous treatment of eye patients ; and diseases of the earta
treated every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, from two
oclock to four. The poor from all parts of the Sts._t?l a;le
entitled to its privileges. The cost of the building, wit the
site on which it stands, has amounted to §65,000, and is }I:JLOW
valued at nearly twice that amount. At its openng tbere
remained a debt upon it of $10,000. This has since egg
removed, and commendable exertions have since been mate
by the directors and surgeons to secure an adeq]la.ta
endowment, to establish free beds, and to furnish the patlelfc
gratuitously with glasses, artificial eyes when needed, etc.
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The State long since withdrew all pecuniary support, though
patients are freely received from all parts of it,and the Com-
mon Council grants it but $1,000 per annum. Of the 9,290
treated during 1870, 7,387 were for diseases of the eye, and
1,908 for diseases of the ear. Of the 415 patients kept in
the Infirmary, 203 were at the expense of the Institution.

The endowment fund, contributed by Mr. Grosvenor, Mr.
Burrall, Dr. Harsen, Chauncey and Henry Rose, Madame De
Pou, Mr. Alstyne, and others, has been carefully invested and
now yields an income of $11,000. s

Though several new institutions of this kind have recently
been established in this city and Brooklyn, the surging tide
of sufferers has not been diverted from this old and well-
known Bethesda.

This society has certainly accomplished an excellent work,
and is justly entitled to the lasting gratitude of the public.
Its whole history has been an example of the most rigid
economy and self-sacrifice, but the fruit of its benevolent
exertion has been rich and abundant. Frequently has the un-
willing occupant of the almshouse recovered through its exer-
tions. His family, long scattered or consigned to a home of
wretchedness, has been collected and raised by industry to
comfort and independence. Here the infant, born blind, has
first opened its eyes upon its mother’s face, and the few re-
maining days of the old man have been cheered by the
returning light of day. From these rooms the broken-down
student has returned to his books, and the lone female to her
employment, happy in the recovery of sight, the loss of which
made poverty a double calamity. Here many an anxious
mother has shed tears of joy over the recovery of a long-
afflicted child. If it is praiseworthy to educate and support
the blind, is it less so to prevent blindness? Surely it is much
cheaper to prevent pauperism than to support it, all other con-
siderations ignored. The benefits accruing to the whole
country, through the better education of the medical frater-
nity, is not the least advantage to be considered from the
founding of this Institution. The knowledge acquired has
been freely offered to humanity at large. glinical teaching
and courses of lectures have been regularly given at the In-
firmary for years, and every facility afforded to all medical
students to perfect themselves in this branch of surgery; thus
affording the public a better protection against the mistakes
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and unskillfulness of their medical advisers. Dr. Edward
Delafield, its chief founder, whose name and toils have been
conspicuous in nearly every part of its history, still survives,
to mark with peculiar satisfaction the increasing SUCCEss ot
this cherished Institution.
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THE WOMAN'S HOSPITAL OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

(Fourth avenue and Fiftieth street.)

The advances made in almost every branch of medicine and
surgery during the present century have far exceeded those
of any similar period in the history of the world, yet woman,
borne down by peculiar and loathsome sufferings, has sighed
in vain for relief until within the last few years. In 1832,
Dr. J. Marion Sims, originally from Alabama, made known
to the profession the result of his long and patient investiza-
tions of some of those hitherto incurable ills that afflict
woman. He had discovered the surgical remedy whereby
with one or more operations a disease of the most distressing
character, that had for ages baffled the skill of Europe, was
radically cured. The anmouncement was hailed with high
satisfaction by the medical fraternity. The successful treat-
ment of these cases, it was found, required the careful man-
agement in minute detail of such trained nurses as are rarely
found in private houses. Secondly, the operator, in addition
to the knowledge and skill of a good surgeon, must possess
peculiar adroitness of manipulation, the gift of very few, re-
quiring large and constant experience not often attained i a
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general hospital. - Third, the successful treatment of many
atients could be conducted nowhere but in a hospital.
rom these considerations it was deemed expedient to estab-
lish an institution where this treatment could be made a spe-
cialty. The subject being laid before a number of wealthy
benevolent ladies of New York, they entered upon the task of
foundinge an Institution with a very commendable zeal.

In February, 1855, the Woman’s Hospital association was
formed, with a board of managers consisting of thirty-four
ladies, a work of woman for the benefit of her own sex. On
the 4th of May, 1855, the association opened a hospital in a
hired building, with forty beds, and conducted its operations
for over twelve years on this limited scale. During that
period, however, over twelve hundred patients were discharged,
either cured or greatly relieved, besides the hundreds of out-
door patients treated. The city generously contributed a
block of ground lying on Fourth avenue and Fiftieth street,
and in May, 1866, the corner-stone of the Woman’s Hospital
was laid. On the 10th of October, 1867, the new building was
thrown open for inspection and for appropriate services, and
on the 15th for the reception of patients. While the build-
ing was being erected, the property occupied on Madison
avenue was sold, and the patients removed to Thirteenth
street, where they continued eleven months. The new Hos-
pital is one of the prettiest buildings on the island. Its base-
ment is of polished stone, the four additional stories of brick,
with angles and pilasters ornamented with finely wrought ver-
miculated blocks. The windows are beautifully arched, the
ceilings higher than in any other hospital in the city, and an

elevator ascends from basement to fourth floor, to the great

convenience of patients, nurses, and visitors. The building
contains 75 beds, and cost, with its furniture, $200,000. The
upper floor is devoted to charity patients from New York
State only, who are required to render some service in the
labor of the house, if able.

The price of board on the third floor is six dollars per
week, on the second floor eight dollars, the first floor being
divided into private rooms which rent for fifteen or twenty
dollars per week. During the year closing November, 1869,
236 patients received treatment in the Institution; of these,
151 were cured, 18 improved, 6 discharged as incurable or
unsuitable for this treatment, 6 died, leaving 60 still in the
Hospital. The expenses of the Institution during the year
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amounted to $22,000, of which sum $14,000 were received
from the pay patients, and the remainder raised by subscrip-
tions and donations. The surgical department, under the
direction of the skillful Dr. Emmet, has been so organized
that out-door patients are gratuitously treated three days in
the week, and during the year 1,369 of this class had been
admitted. The report of the year closing November, 1870,
showed that 262 patients had been under treatment in the
wards, of whom 167 were discharged cured, 17 improved, 12
received no benefit, and 9 died, leaving in the Hospital 57.
Over eighteen hundred out-door patients had also received

‘medical treatment. The annual expenses had slightly de-

creased, as had also the receipts from the patients and from
donations. Ovarian tumors of astonishing magnitude have
been successfully removed at this Hospital.

The business of the association is conducted by a board of
males styled governors, and an associate board of females
termed supervisors. A hundred ladies have pledged to sup-
ply the annual deficiency in the finances, the liability of each
not to exceed one hundred dollars. They deem this course
preferable to fairs, lotteries, etc. The State, city, and com-
munity have honored themselves in contributing toward the
establishment of this much-needed Institution.

Thousands of physicians from all parts of our country have
attended on clinieal days, and returned to their own fields to
put in practice the knowledge acquired.

The founder of the Institution has introduced the discovery
into England and France, receiving distinguished honors
from those nations, but, what is more desirable still, the satis-
faction of knowing that his system for the amelioration of
human suffering is being reduced to practice in all parts of
Europe. ]

During 1869 a modest gentleman, Mr. Baldwin, whose
name was withheld until after his death, contributed the
princely sum of $84,000 toward the erection of another
pavilion, similar to the one in use. The association was still
somewhat in debt on the present building, but this munifi-
cent donation has imposed the duty of raising an additional
$50,000 to complete the project, which will probably be ac-
complished at no distant day. In 1868 Mr. Henry Young
contributed $3,000 for the endowment of a bed which he is
allowed to assign to such patients as he shall choose at all
times. During the last year Mrs. Robert Ray and Mrs. H.

26
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yman have each contributed a similar sum. The
E;a,nw ers desi?: to have these excellent examples followed
antil half of the beds in the Institution are frec, and if a suf-
fieient endowment could be secured it would be their pleasure
t0 make the Woman’s Hospital entlé'ely free to every suffering
ho may need its treatment.

fel’.?‘i? E;me of ythe Woman’s Hospital has spread through all
theland. In the spring of 1870 the wite of an army officer,
suffering under a malady pronounced incurable, came from
Airzona, With the courage of a brave and true woman,
stimulated by the love of life that she might still minister to
husband and children, she travelled incessantly fourteen days
and nichts, throngh the three thousand miles that separated
her from the goal of her hopes. When presented to the
surgeon-in-chiet, he informed her with marked kindness that
the chances were sadly against her. She calmly scanned his
face for a moment,and then replied, ¢ Before I saw your fa,ce;
sir, I feared I should die; but now I Znow I shall live.
Taith and skill wrought together, she recovered, and carme’d
to hor distant home grateful memories of the Woman's
Hospital.

INSTITUTION FOR THE RELIEF OF THE RUPTURED AND
CRIPPLED.

( Corner of Lexington avenue and Forty-second street.)

The generations of the last two centuries have been re-
nowned above all others for those discoveries and inventions
which minister to the wants of suffering humanity. The
physical sciences have always been slow in their development,
yet with these the art of healing is most intimately connected.
Tt is sometimes said that little progress has been made in
literature during the last two thousand years.

Modern authors do not surpass the ancient classics, modern
orators have not equalled Demosthenes and Cicero, and the
volumes of modern poets are laid aside for those of Homer
and Virgil. Euclid, who flourished three centuries before
Christ, has not been excelled by geometricians ; astronomers
have improved little on La Place, and law has improved but
slowly since the days of Blackstone and Mansfield.

Medical science, however, has advanced with rapid strides in
our day, diminishing suffering and greatly lengthening the
period of human life. Statistics show that longevity has in-
creased in Paris, since 1805, seventy-one per cent., and that




