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admitted with their limited space. Measures were early
taken toward the erection of large and permanent hospital
buildings. The Legislature of 1870 granted the corporation
twelve city lots lying on Fourth avenue, between Sixty-
seventh and Sixtyeigﬁlth streets; also the sum of §20,000
toward the erection of buildings, on condition that an equal
amount be raised by private subscription. About §15,000 at
this writing have been secured, and an effort is being made
to secure $50,000 more from the Legislature. The new
structures will consist of a fine administration building, fropt-
ing on Fourth avenue, and of two fine payilions extending
one hundred and twenty-five feet along Sixty-seventh and
Sixty-eighth streets. The entire front on Fourth avenue will
be two hundred feet ten inches. The pavilions, besides high
basement, will have two stories each, and a Mansard story,
will accommodate one hundred and seventy-five patients, giving
over 1,300 cubic feet of space to each. The buildings are
expected to cost, when completed, about $200,000. All the
newest developments in the scienee of hospital constructure
have been embodied in the plan, and it is believed the Insti-
tution will be a worthy representative of its kind.

In the autumn of 1868 Dr. Seeger was chiefly instrumental
in founding and securing the incorporation of the North-
eastern Homeopathic Medical and Surgical Dispensary, which
still continues at No. 807 East Fifty-fifth street. He has
been from the first its chief physician. Sinee its opening
over forty thousand patients have been treated, over eighty-
five thousand prescriptions made, and more than two thou-
sand visits made gratuitously to the sick at their homes.
State and city aid has been received in defraying the ex-
penditures, and liberal contributions have been made by
prominent gentlemen of the city. The dispensary is a sepa-
rate Institution from the Ilospital, though several of the offi-
cers serve in both boards.

THE STRANGERS' HOSPITAL,

(Corner Avenue D and Tenth street.)

WP IIE number of great and good men who industriously
Yy gather fortunes that they may thereby advance civil-
3 ization, remove or assuage Euman suffering, is be-
lieved to be happily upon the increase. The policy
of appropriating wealth during the lifetime of the giver,
under the economy and direction of his own guiding mind, is
also a valuable improvement on the old legacy system. Mr.
Peter Cooper, Mr. James Lenox, and Mr. Daniel Drew have
furnished the wealthy of New York with some excellent ex-
amples of this kind.- Tt is also our pleasure to record another
in the founding of the Strangers’ Hospital. Mr. John H.
Keyser, a New York merchant, and the architect of his own
fortune, has been able during the last year  to realize a long-
cherished desire,” in the founding of an institution for the
relief of the suffering. Early last summer (1870) he pur-
chased the old Dry Dock Bank, at the corner of Avenue D
and Tenth street, and began remodelling the structure. The
building stands on a plot of ground fifty by one hundred and
sixty feet, having in the rear an irregular L-shaped piece of
land. The structure is of brick, four stories high ; the three
upper of which are divided into wards, and contain space for
over one hundred and eighty beds. The first floor contains
the offices, a fine reading-room, and a large chapel. The
building is well ventilated ; the walls are coated with a prep-
aration of india rubber, to avert the absorption of any in-
fectious material. The structure is heated with steam;
Russian, Turkish, and mercurial baths are provided, and
every other appliance needful in a well-ordered Hospital.

The first patient was admitted January 12th, 1871, but the
formal dedication did not oceur until the evening of the Tth
of February. After prayer by Rev. J. 8. Holme, of Trinity
Baptist Church, the opening address was made by Dr. Otis,

resident of the medical staff of the Hospital, who, after a
ew_preliminary remarks, indicated the object and scope of
the Institution as follows: “It is not intended,” said he, “ for
the benefit of the wealthy, who in times of sickness can com-
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mand the comforts of a well-ordered home and the a].;ctelr)ldanc.e
of a skillful physician or surgeon. Nor yet for t _et egiilé
who leads a 111{)'9 of dissolute idlenegs, 1‘0:[at1ng£1111 win _(Er d
in sickness about the charitable institutions o th 11sd(:1 y."
is intended for the succor and restoration of t e deserving
sick poor, and in an especial manner for that sadl}b numez1 ous
class of people in this great city who have' sr':en et‘éer tg\g*s
People to whose sufferings in poverty and sickness, e tuc& ion
and refinement put on a keener edge; sts:"aﬂgehrs-—hs ra,nbgm]s;
to the homes of plenty and comfort in which they g,v&a. ee
born and nurtured, and from which misfortune an 1§eﬁ§e
Lave parted them. Nor is it alone to the strangers Vi'lt in
our midst that the privileges of this great ch;.a,rltyﬂa_ze ex-
tended. Whoso is in need of the especial aid this I:llbtltllﬁll()ln
is intended to afford—even though afar off—according to (‘i e
broad rendering of is patron—is entitled to be cox‘mted.a
stranger, and to be taken in. Such as suffe; with grave d‘113-
ease, requiring skill and an.extenc'led experience not readily
attainable in the rural distriets, will be permmt’ted to receive,
equally with ¢ the strangers within our gates, all the ;be%s—
fits of the Strangers’ Hospital. And yet another class! 1o
those, either rich or poor, suddenly stricken down by accl-
dent or disease, the doors of this place are open at every
hour, by night as well as by day, and every comfort and assist-
ance will be afforded them.” : .
The Institution and its furniture, at the time of opening,
Liad cost over one hundred and sixty thousand dollars, all of
which was paid by the generous founder, who also proposes,
by the divine blessing, to entirely support it in its operations.
The Institution is to be conducted under Protestant anspices,
but it is not denominational. Mr. Keyser attends the Baptist
chureh, but is not a communicant. :

THE NEW YORK OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.

(Corner Twenty-third street and Third avenue.)
-

HE New York Ophthalmic Hospital was incorporated

April 21st, 1852, and was opened for the treatment

of patients May 25th of the same year. It was

founded chiefly by Mark Stephenson, and was first
opened at No. 6 Stuyvesant square. The Institution was
conducted by a corps of physicians of the Allopathic prac-
tice until the year 1867, when at the instigation of certain
interested parties a revolution in its management was pro-
duced. At the annual election of the board of directors of
that year, seventeen of the nineteen elected were inclined to
the practice of Homeopathy, and they immediately appointed
a board of surgeons of that school to take charge of the Hos-
pital. During the four and a half years since the introduc-
tion of Homeopathic practice, over five thousand patients
have been treated, and the number now amounts to about
fifteen hundred per annum.

The Institution has been for many years at the corner of
Fourth avenue and Twenty-eighth street, in a leased building
but after much exertion the managers have succeeded in
raising funds, and are now erecting a fine structure of their
own, situated corner Twenty-third street and Third avenue,
at a cost of nearly $100,000. With the entrance of the
society into this improved edifice, affording ample accommo-
dations for in-door patients, will doubtless come a greatly
enlarged business, allowing the public to choose between the
two methods of medical treatment.

NEW YORK OPHTHALMIC AND AURAT INSTITUTE.

(No. 46 Hast Twelfth street.)

: "3?# HE New York Ophthalmic and Aural Institute was
§ Wiy incorporated, under the general act of 1848, on the
7ard 28th day of Aungust, 1869. It was founded and put
in working order by the personal efforts and private

means of Dr. H. Knapp, of this city, formerly professor in

the University of Heidelberg. The premises at No. 46
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Tast Twelfth street, where the work of the Institntion is con-
ducted, is his private property.

The objects of the Institute are: 1. “The treatment of
patients suffering from diseases of the eye and ear, belonging
to all classes of society. 2. The advancement of medical
science, in particular the branches of Ophthalmology and
Otology. This is effected by the experience derived from the
examination and treatment of patients, by geientific investiga-
tion, and systematic medical instruction.”

The Institution, working asa Hospital, was opened for out-
door patients on the 18th of May, 1869, and for the reception
of in-door patients in the following June. At the issue of
their last report it appeared that 5,559 had been treated in
the Dispensary, and 468 in the Hospital.

Three classes of in-door patients are received. The first
class pay from three to five’ dollars per day for board, and the
usnal prices for professional services. The second class pay
from one to two dollars per day, with no additional charges.
The third class are indigent patients, and are admitted gratu-
itously. The expense of the Institution the last year
amounted to $15,102.09; of which sum the pay patients con-
. tributed $7,812.69, the State $1,288.82, the city of New
York $1,000, and the remaining $5,000 were generously sup-
plied by Dr. Knapp.

The society has received for the present year a grant of

9,000 from the State, and a similar sum from the city au- .

thorities. :

The Dispensary is located in the basement of the house,
which has a large hall, used as a waiting-room, and capable
of seating about sixty people; a reception-room, in which the
patients are treated ; two dark rooms for examinations with
eye and ear mirrors, and other instruments; and a separate
waiting-room for severer cases, especially such as have to un-
dergo operations. Two wash-hand stands, one in the recep-
tionm.room and another in the hall, with warm and cold water,
offer great convenience and relief to the surgeons and pa-
tients, The dispensary is a charity, open to the poor daily
from one to three o’clock p.u.

The in-door department, entirely separated from the Dis-
pensary, occupies the four stories of the house. The latter is
twenty-five feet in front, but widens posteriorly to fifty-two
feet, having in the rear a yard sixty feet broad and twenty-
five feet deep. A spacious hall, with a large winding stair-
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case in the centre, forms a most excellent natural ventilator,
while, in addition, a_proper ventilation and light flue runs
from the kitchen hall to the roof. The in-door department
resembles a private hotel more than a hospital, having a con-
siderable number of smaller and larger bed-rooms, a parlor,
dining-room, piazza, bath-rooms, etc., with accommodation
for thirty patients. The furniture is neat but plain in the
top floor, handsome and elegant in the lower stories, thus
affording to the inmates all the comforts which are compatible
with the objects of the Institution. The beds are of the first
quality throughout. A matron has charge of the establish-
ment. Experienced and trusty nurses are in constant atten-
dance on the patients. The position of resident physician is
filled by a competent ophthalmic and aural surgeon.

MANHATTAN EYE AND EAR HOSPITAL.

(No. 233 Hast Tkﬁ:'fyfwrtk street.)
‘ I{E Manhattan Eye and Ear Hospital was chartered
ULy by the Legislature of the State of New York, May 5,
w7y 1869. The society began its work in a temporary
building, No. 233 East Thirty-fourth street, on the
15th of October, 1869, by opening a daily clinic for the gra-
tuitous treatment of the poor, ang providing thirteen beds in
suitable wards for such cases as might require surgical oper- -
ations or other careful in-door treatment. The society, thus
far, has neither asked nor received State or municipal aid, its
funds being generously provided by the benevolent men who
planned the enterprise, and their friends. The board of di-
rectors, its officers, and the surgical staff serve gratuitously.
The directors have purchased a plot of ground on the
south-east corner of Park avenue and Forty-fivst street, hav-
ing a frontage of one hundred feet on the avenue and eight
feet on the side street, at a cost of $50,000, and $15,000 have
been paid on the same. Upon this they purpose to erect
smta(!ljle hospital buildings as soon as the funds can be se-
cured.

‘On the first day of January, 1871, the society issued its
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first printed report, detailing the account of its proceedings,
and showing that, during the fourteen and one-half months
of its active existence, 1,227 patients with diseases of the eye
had been treated, and 430 with diseases of the ear. The
Hospital is always open for the reception of in-door patients,
and on every secular day at two o'clock P, for such as may
attend gratuitously the Dispensary for the out-door service.

Many cases have occurred in the experience of the year to
{llustrate the beneficent character of the work done by the
Hospital. We append a few:

« An old man, who was once in affluent circumstances, but
had lost his property, so that he was an object of charity, was
broucht to the Hospital blind. One eye was found to be
hopel%essly disorganized by disease, and the other fast becom-
ing so. Anoperation was at once performed on the eye least
diseased, and in which he could just distinguish light from
darkness ; it did not avail much, however, and then, on con-
gultation, it was decided to remove the most diseased eye,
trusting that this radical procedure might be of benefit to the
eye which was rapidly becoming as hopelessly affected. This
was done; in a few days the sight of the remaining eye be-
gan slowly to improve, and continued to do so until in about
three months he was again able to read and write, and he is
now earning his bread. This poor man was so destitute of
means that he was not able to pay his board for one day of
the three months he was in the Hospital, and but for its cha-
rity his eyes would have very soon been beyond all hope.

« A day laborer, with a family dependent upon him, had
been blind for a year. He was led to the Hospital by 2
friend ; he was found to have a cataract, which was removed
by an operation, and in six weeks he was able to leave the
Hospital with sight enough for all ordinary purposes, and has
now been at work for a year. He was also unable to pay his
board.

A poor man, a widower, and his four small children, came
into the Hospital with Ophthalmia, contracted in their over-
crowded tenement from a child that had returned diseased
from the Westchester Reformatory. They formed a piteous
group, and were in immediate danger of blindness. They
were ragged and unclean ; special arrangements were made
to cleanse, clothe, and treat them, and after prolonged and
painstaking care they were all saved from blindness.

“An old lady, in reduced circumstances, was brought in
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blind with cataract; she was operated upon, and her si ht re-
stored, so that she could read and write the finest print or
writing.

« A man who had for many years occupied a fiduciary posi-
tion became blind and was brought to the Hospital, where
he was operated upon for cataract, and his vision restored.

« A poor seamstress, blind with cataract, was operated upon
and her sight restored.

« A poor old man, who had for some years been shut up at
his house by his relations as hopelessly blind, was brought to
the Hospital, operated upon for cataract, and nseful vision re-
stored. So we might go on to narrate several scores of cases
in which blindness was either cured or prevented.

« What is said of the cases of disease of the eye holds true
also with regard to cases of diseases of the ear.”

ASSOCTATION FOR THE RELIEF OF RESPECTABLE AGED INDI-
GENT FEMALES.

(East Thwenticth street.)

f ol ”’ X
K E E society which still perpetuates this noble charity
Wiy hegan its career during the last war with England, and
%) has now issued its fifty-eighth annual report. In
other lands, where institutions have attained the hoary
growth of centuries, this statement would occasion no remark;
but here, amid the rush of new events, and the ceaseless
change in nearly every locality, we can but feel that this de-
serves the appellation of ¢ime-honored. The wants of human
nature are identical in all ages, hence an institution to provide
for aged females, whose declining years were saddened by
poverty, was needed in this city sixty years ago. The com-
mon almshouse, filled as it usually is with the dregs of soci-
ety, is not a place of comfort to persons of refined sensibili-
ties. For the relief of this class, a few benevolent ladies
were moved with compassion. Meetings for the discussion of
their plans were held, and in the antumn of 1813 an associa-
tion was formed, which was the nucleus of this society. The
organization of the society occurred on the 7th of February,




