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career, has been Mr. Charles Loring Brace, the present secre-
tary of the society. While pursuing a theological course in
New York city, he gave much labor to various institutions,
seeking the recovery of neglected vagrant and delinquent
children, and to the prisons where mature criminals were
confined. A trip to England and other parts of Europe,
where he carefully examined the institations, and the meas-
ares formed for the reformation of the fallen, led to the
conclusion that the chief evils of society resulted from the
neglects of childhood, and that the largest efforts of the phi-
lanthropist should be bent in this direction. Some time after
his return he drew together a mumber of intelligent and
benevolent gentlemen who had already manifested an interest
in this subject, and organized this society, the object being
to “improve the condition of the poor and destitute children
of the city of New York” One outside of this city would
be surprised to know how large a number of little orphans
and half-orphans, children cast out from their homes, or who
have drifted here by the tide of emigration, or have run swavaf,gr
from their parents in the sarrounding country, and the off-
spring of dissolute parents, are here living vagabond lives,
subsistine as best they can, sleeping in boxes, under stair-
ways, and in the lobbies of the printing offices.
These are at first the newsboys, boot-blacks, pedlers, errand-
" boys, petty thieves, but become at a later period the pick-
pockets, gamblers, street loafers, burglars, and prostitutes.
There are always probably ten thousand of this class floating
around the city, a few of whom ftry to be honest and industri-
ous, but many more live entirely by their wit and skill. The
society during the eighteen years of its operations has ex-
}I}ended, aside from its purchases of real estate, about $940,000.
t has devised and opened a system of lodging-houses for the
boys, and also for homeless girls, and has at present twenty-
two industrial schools, scattered through the various parts of
the city, for poor and neglected girls. The homeless, after
come instruction, are taken to the Wes, if they can be in-
duced to go, where good situations are provided. The ex-
periment of opening a lodging-house for newsboys and boot-
Dlacks was so movel, that scarcely any could be found to
encourage the measure, and much search was required to
find a building that could be hired for such use. At length
the loft of the Sun Building was secured, and after spending

a thousand dollars in furnishing it, the boys were invited to
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come in. The first night, March 18, 1854, the room

](;w{vded with these wild, ragged ronghs, man,y of whom WZ::
atless, bootless, indescribably filthy, and covered with ver-
min, a lgrge part of them unable to read or write, and some of
whom did not know their nationality or names. A man of
admirable tact and fitness, Mr. C. C. Tracy, had been provi-
de_ntml% secured to take charge of this branch of the enter-
%)}i'lste.ﬂ e afidressed the boys kindly, and informed them
: (;L &ely ;vele not objects of charity, but were to be con-
e e_ged odgers in their own hotel, paying six cents each for
1sd ed, the rules of the house being that they should keep
]01_ eg among themselves, and use the bath. ‘They cheered
‘111(111 ustily, and one of the largest boys soon stepped forward
ﬁl‘i .p?ad ﬁor a we‘ek’s lodging in advance. There was much
glklpg and mischief manifested, requiring great patience
an tgllsdom on the part of the superintendent, but with ad-
?]];ra & adroitness he soon introduced the Lord’s Prayer, which
- ily gere induced to repeat, the evenin school followed
and nally the full religious service. Many of these boys‘:

were found to be earning several dollars per day sellin
papers, and none of them less than from fifty to seventv—ﬁv%
cents, all of which theysquandered on theatres, cards dice, lot-
tery-tickets, and costly meals in the saloons. To correct these
ha,llnts, he introduced checkers, backgammon, and other games
;c)ci keep them from the streets, and contrived what has been a
essing to thousands, the Newsboys’ Savings Bank. A table
W_mtlija drawer divided into small compartments, with a slit
tnh the surface over each through which the boys could slip
eir pennies, was prépared, and each box numbered for a de-
positor. As any undue authority would have sent them fly-
ing to their original Arab life, he called them together and
explained the objeet of the bank, to induce them to save their
im‘)lney, and called for a vote as to how long it should be kept
ocked. They voted for two months. ]faving obtained a
majority vote for a good measure, they were always held
strictly to their own law, however deeply they might repent
gtfﬁerwards. The amount saved by some in that time aston-
1?1 ed all of them, the value of property was impressed on
2 elr'mlnds, some took their accumulations to the city Savings
anks, and others purchased good clothes. This invention did
Eore to destroy their gambling and extravagant tendencies
han everything else. A plan for lending penniless boys
money to begin business of some kind was introduced.
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i ; iftv cents were loaned, generally
ms varying from five to fifty cen ;
§§cumed {'lllegsame day, cgft?;;_%}tle same hour, and did much
urage industry and toritt. .
to '%Tx?lc; th(i,g work of riformation ad'{aneedf ; they becaane ncilggi
tidy, industrious, studious, regular in their habits, an 'Sszited
at divine service. Ministers and otherT sk,]]f)eak.ers Werfhilng b
 One haswell said, “ There 1s som¢ In-
z%eﬂ{ifls; gggﬁm and affecting in the 1cro};:rded and at{:{erf;g‘v:
1 5 - t that you spea
tine of these boys, and the thougnt that ;
If]{:z\? lm?nutes on ‘chgr iligh themes 0{‘ eteu.?ItIy 1;26 I‘a:,)r };g;;g
1 TOW, Wi battling with misery, -
dience, who, to-morrow, will be
?;};ion, and sin’, in every shape and form, and to whom your

words may be the last they ever hear of friendly sympathy or .

warnine” The seed has sometimes sprung up sudfﬁigglayé %r(l)%
in other instances after many days. At one tse;;w(ﬂ@gg o
addicted to thieving was so unpressed ﬂl&fi at 1ts O
called the superintendent 31.151616, ngfe;ieéi h;l; s(;ﬁfrzlé = 1ng i
up a dark lantern, a wrench, a pIstos, Titoiong
as an excellent boy. No story oI misko

g?gfl b};ltaaflc%resented to t(i}l]e l')l‘ogs w1thf[)1}% iggtéggt }fﬁfﬁfgﬁgﬁ
res and material aid. ey contri _
l\gbelﬁgﬁfleﬁ‘und,” to the Kansas sufferers, to the SaIEt-ary. C?:};le_;
mission, and to the relief of sufferers from great rels 11111 -
city. Thousands have gone to the country, scarcely atyred
whom have turned out drunkards,some of them have eént% o
the ministry and the learned professions, and miany.o o
liave accumulated property. Many of them a1eli}§%1 i g’
talented ; and, being early schooled to tact and s; -re mTh ?
they almost invariably succeed in any underta ing. e
newsboys and boot-blacks of New York are a new (ﬁ’@}; t?iuéf
year, ragged and ignorant as their predecessors. Sot Pi; Olﬁve
this society continues from year to year. The 50016135' ag i
lodging-houses at present, the one at No. 49 Park p aced f?ft g
the largest, having accommodations for two hundred an 2 yf;
A fund of $70,000 has been provided to build or pure ase;l
building in that ward. Three of the trustees have ret(:ien Iyt
purchased the building occupied in the Sixteenth ward. .
is a four-story brick in Eighteenth street, near S(Even !
avenue, has accommodations for a hundred boys, and cos
$14,000. The same fruit _has not. attended the lo gu};’g-
house system among the girls, yet it has been’a necessi!; y
and 2 success. The edifice No. 27 Saint Mark’s place a;
been purchased for a Girl’s lodging-house, at an expense o

THE CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETY. 503

$22,500. The lodging-houses are supplied with reading-
rooms, evening schools, music, and meals. The twenty-two
industrial schools for poor girls are located in the different
sections of the city where the class for which they were insti-
tuted are most numerous. These children and half-grown
girls are sought out by visitors appointed by the managers.
hey are such as do not attend the ward schools, wild,
ragged, apparently untamable, many of them growing up
within a few blocks of Union square and other fashionable
centers, living in cellars, garrets, or miserable shanties, with-
out any of the advantages of school or church. They are when
found filthy, indolent, quarrelsome, and profoundly ignorant
of everything. They cannot close a rent in a garment, or
attend to any household duty. In these schools they are
taught, besides other species of handicraft, the use of the
sewing-machine, which invariably secures them a good situa-
tion. DBeside the paid teachers, many ladies of culture vol-
unteer to assist in conducting these scﬁools. During the last
nine months, 7,000 different children have been under instrue-
tion in these industrial schools, 12,000 have found quarters in
the lodging-houses, and 2,298 have been placed in homes,
mainly in the West. The managers express deep gratitude
that no railroad accident has ever occurred while conducting
the more than eighteen thousand children to their new
homes in various parts of the country. The children are not
legally bound out, so but that if they prove truant, or their
employers play the tyrant, the connection may be at any
time dissolved. No one not engaged in this work can
appreciate the magnitude of the evil this society is toiling to
prevent, or the good it is yearly accomplishing. Notwith-
standing the increase of population, the sentences to the city
prisons, for such offences as children usually commit, are less
than formerly. We find the total for vagrancy for 1869
only about half what it was in 1862—2,071 as against 4,299,
and the females only numbered 785 against 8,172 in 1862;
the total of this year, 646 less than in the year previous. In
petit larceny, the total was only increased from 2,779 to 3,327
in seven years, though population has probably increased thirty-
five ¥er cent. in that time, and among females it has risen
only from 880 in 1862, to 989 in 1869 ; while the total is 836
less than last year.
“The commitments of boys under 15 years are less than
four years ago—1,872 in 1862 against 1,934 in 1865, and of
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girls between 15 and 20, less than they were seven years ago
— 1,927 against 2,081; and of those under 15, less, being
325 in 1869 against 372 in 1862 ; the total commitments in
1869, as against 1862, are 46,476 to 41,4495 In 1868 they
were 47,318. ;

« The arrests for vagrancy are 2449 against 3,961 in 1862;
for picking pockets, 303 against 466 ; for petit larceny, 4,927
against 8,946, and against 5,260 in 1865, and 5,269 in 1867.

«The arrests of minors are less than they were in 1867,
and but little greater than in 1863, 12,075 against 11,357 ;
and those of female minors have fallen off, in seven years,
9,397 against 2,885 in 1862 to 38,132 in 1863—the total
amount of all ages is 78,451 in 1869 against 84,072 in 1863,
and 71,130 in 1862.

« The marked changes which everywhere occur in criminal
records of our city, in the arrest and punishment of girls, is
especially due, we believe, to the agency of ¢Industrial
Schools.””

SOCIETY FOR THE EMPLOYMENT AND RELIEF OF POOR
WOMEN.

WENTY-SIX years ago, under the influence of the

UL Rev. Orville Dewey, D.D., pastor of the church of
J4%Y the Messiah, this society was organized, and has the

> honor of being the first of its kind in New York.

The object of the society is to prevent, in a measure, the pau-
perism which forms so painful a feature in the community ;
to supersede the daily almsgiving, which, instead of benefit-
ing, only tends to deepen the degradation of this class by de-
priving them of a healthful self-dependence ; to elevate them
to the rank of independent laborers, and insure them a fair
compensation for their toil. The annual payment of three
dollars at first made a person a member of the society, but in
1847 the sum was changed to five dollars, and in 1865 to
eicht dollars. The management is committed to a President,
a %Tice—l:’resident, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and twelve mana-
gers, all of whom are ladies. Each subscriber is allowed to
send one applicant to the directors, but is held responsible
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for any delinquencies in the person thus sent. Goods are
purchased, manufactured into garments, and disposed of in
the store kept by the society, and in such other ways as the
managers shall direct. During 1869 work was given weekly
to ninety-six women, and three thousand two bundred and
sixty-one garments were manufactured. The society has ex-
perienced some diffienlty in disposing of its goods, the sales
of the year amounting to but liftle over $3,000. The report
of 1870 shows a small decrease on the previous year. Other
societies in the city have grown up from the example fur-
nished by this, and now control many times its amount of
labor and capital. The society owns no building and oper-
ates with a small capital.

The managers have recently proposed to open a Mission
House for missionary work among women and girls. They
propose to keep the girls through the day, providing dinner
giving them instruction in useful studies during the morn.
ing hours, devoting the afternoon to needle-work in all
branches. Every girl in turn fo take part in the housework
under the direction of a competent matron. They thus hope
in time to establish a seamstress, a_dressmaking, and a wash-
ing department, each of which shall be self-supporting. The
new building to contain rooms to be used on Sabbath for
Bible classes and Sunday school, and on week evenings for
ﬁg&l&lﬁ:room,_gegt?r% music, and other entertainments and

ion suited to the wants of the pupils. The society i
wholly controlled by the Unitarians. i )

THE NEW YORK ASSOCIATION FOR IMPROVING THE CON-
DITION OF THE POOR

(Office in Bible House.)

S
KINJEW YORK, like every other great and populous city
L3 is largely overrun with an army of beggars of both
% sexes, representing all ages and nationalities. Some of
: these are wealthy misers, retailing pretended sorrows to
increase theirgains, others meanly beg to avoid industry, alarge

number are improvident. and some hitherto industrious and
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successful are so reduced, in times of general embarrassment,
that beg%ing becomes a necessity. Many of this latter class,
finding themselves thus sadly in decline, become demoralized,
and sink down to the slum of common pauperism. It is
hardly a virtue to give indiscriminately fo all that ask,
because dissipation, idleness, and needless vagrancy, would
be thus greatly increased. All have not tl}e time to inquire
into the character and condition of applicants, hence the
necessity of a carefully organized association, to whom the
worthy poor may successfully apply. : .
In 1843 this Association was formed, and in 1848 it was
duly incorporated. The wonderful increase of foreign pau-
ers had greatly swelled the army of straggling mendicants.
o meet the demands, more than thirty almsgiving societies
had been formed, many of which gave far too indiscrimi-
nately; all acted independently, thus furnishing an opportu-
nity for artful mendicants to draw at the same time from
several societies without detection. This society did not de-
sion to supersede any other, but simply to supply what in
others was manifestly lacking. DBut so wise and comprehen-
give was its plan, that ina short time most of the others dis-
banded, leaving a far greater burden for it to carry than it
had originally anticipated. The Association divided the city
into twenty-two districts, which are again subdivided into
sections, so small that the visitor residing in each could call
at the house of every applicant. No supplies are given save
through the visitor. The Association gives no money, and
only such articles of food and clothing, in small quantities, as
are least liable to abuse, giving always coarser supplies than
industry will procure. The design of the Association is not
the mere temporary relief, but the elevagion of the moral and
physical condition of the indigent; hence, temporary relief is
resorted to when compatible with its general design. It re-
quires every beneficiary to abstain from intoxicating drinks,
to send young children to school, to apprentice ¢ igich'en of
suitable age, thus making the poor a party to their own im-
provement. During the twenty-seven years of its operations,
the Association has relieved over one hundred and eighty thou-
sand families, varying from five to fifteen thousand per an-
num, amounting to at least 765,000 individuals. TIts disburse-
ments down to October, 1870, amounted to $1,203,767.53.
The labors of the Association for the elevation of the indi-
gent and the suppression of unnecessary pauperism, have
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been crowned with the most gratifying result

annual report states that the avézl"age z:tm%ber of E:;f-amgiseslxt
lieved for the ten years ending with 1860 was 8,639 Ao
ulation averaging about 625,000 souls; while in the decade
closing with 1870, with a population of over 900 000, but
6,131 families had been the annual average numbey ,reliéved
These figures show that during the first decade named there
was an absolute gain in the pecuniary independence of the
masses previously relieved of seventy-one per cent., and
during the ten years closing with 1870 an additional im-
provement of fifty-four per cent., or the substantia]l oain of
one hundred and twentyfive per cent. during the lagt, %Wentv
years. :

It will thus be seen that the amount of relief a

the sums of money expended give but an impeﬁegoggt?gnaig
of the jservice rendered by this Association to the cause of
humanity. Always managed by wise, philanthropic minds
it has ever been first to discover the source of public evil, and
prompt to suggest and apply the true remedy. Indeed. to this
Association more than to any other are we indebted for the
successtul inauguration of more than a score of our most excel
lent charities. Besides furnishing the public with yolumes of

statistics, accumulated with great exi)ense, in relation to our
0

population, the causes and remedies of povert
condition of our dwellings, and mang otheylr', ilﬁtianm;h:?ﬁfi:];ﬁ
have 1ed. to great reforms, it has waged unceasinggwar with
t!:le public nuisances of the city, its lotteries, Sabbath desecra-
tion, gambling dens, intemperance, and many other evils, In
184@ a system for the gratuitous supply of medica] ai.d to
’_ohe mé'hgent sick in portions of the city not reached by egjgt_
ing Dis pensaries, was organized. This led to the foundin
%f. the emilt 12%?811%:37 in 1851, and the North.westerg
ispensary in 2 1851 it proj
J uv%nile .isylum. S0
_ A Public Washing and Bathing Establishmen
lished in 1832, at an expense of $?42,000, and thg vac?ﬁj‘i?ﬁb-
year the Association procured an act to provide for the car§
anil Hi%;ictlion é)lt :1[dle Truant Children.

n the Children’s Aid Society was formed -
mands of a public sentiment whicg this Associ;)gi'oﬁlehdé%
largely created. The Workingmen’s Home was erected in
1855, by the direction of the Association, at an expense of
$90,000. During the war it held steadily on its way, and
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accomplished a vast amount of good in more ways than we
have space to enumerate. Weo mention in honor of this
society—last, but not Jeast—in 1863 it organized the society
for the Relief of the Ruptured and Crippled, which ranks to-
day among the noblest charities of New York.

The Honorable Robert M. Hartley has been the indefati-
gable corresponding secretary and agent of the society
Since its formation, and to the patient thinkmf and incessant
toil of this gentleman is the public indebted for much of the

ood accomplished by this and by several other societies.

e cheerfully acknowledge our obligation to the secretary
and his associate, Mr. Savage, for various items of informa-

tion embodied in this work.

THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK.

(Corner of Fourth avenus and Tapenty-third street.)

\PNAHE Young Men’s Christian Associations are soci-
iy eties which have for their object the formation of
44 Christian character and the development of Christian

# € activity in young men. The first Association was o1-
ganized in Tondon on the sixth of June, 1844, and on the
Ointh of December, 1851, the first on this continent was
formed at Montreal. The Boston Association established
December 29, 1851, was the first in the United States, and
the following years organizations sprang up in Washington,
Buffalo, New York, the latter organized June 30, 1852. For
several years little correspondence existed between the dif-
foront Associations ; but in 1854 the plan of holding an
Annual Convention for the mutual interchange of thought,
the gathering of statistical and other information, was intro-
duced. This Convention, held in Buffalo, recommended to the
Associations the formation of a voluntary confederation for
mutual encouragement, having two agencies for carrying on
its work, viz.: An Annual Convention and a Central Com-
mittee, the functions of these being only advisory or recom-
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