THE MONASTERY.

CHAPTER i

Oay! the Monks, the Monks they did the mischief!
*Pheirs all the grossness, all the superstition
Of a most gross and superstitious age—
May He be praised that sent the healthfol tempest
And scatter’d all these pestilential vapours !
PBut that weowed them all 1o yonder Harlot
Throned on the seven hills with her cup of gold,
1 will as soon believe, with Kind Sir Roger,
That old Moll White took wing with cat and broomstick,
And raised the last night’s thunder.
Old Play.

Tue village described in the Benedictine’s manuscript
by the name of Kennaquhair, bears the same Celtic ter-
mination which oéecurs in Traquhair, Cagquhair, and other
compounds. The learned Chalmers derives this word
Quhair, from the winding course of a stream ; a defi-
nition which coincides in a remarkable degree with the
serpentine turns of the viver Tweed near the village of
which we speak.. It has been long famous for the
splendid Monastery of Saint Mary, founded by David
the First of Scotland, in whose reign were formed, in the
same county, the no less splendid establishments of Mel-
rose, Jedburgh, and Kelso. The donations of land with
which the King endowed these wealthy fraternities procur-
ed him from the Monkish historians the epithet of Saint,
and from one of his impoverished de scendants the splenetic
censure, * that he had been a sore saint for the Crown.”
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walst :e‘i?:: a};rﬂl::ﬁle, not}wthst.zfndmg, that David, whe
] 1S as a pious Monarch, was not moved
solely by religious motives to those great acts of munif
cence to the church, but annexed political views tolili;
Ell::iusc f;li,erc])mﬁ. His possess.ions in Northumberland
T fl:earé [aii[(;i?e pre((:iaru.;ms aflter the loss of the
: ; and since th ively
:"ertll_e valley of Teviotdale was like]ty etﬂccljarggglzfénfl:é
S;onuer of]‘ his kingdom, it is probable he wished to
cure at least a part of these valnable possessions b
placing them in the hands of the monks; whose pro erty'
was for a long time respected, even" amidst 1heprape o}f
ahﬁ-ontler war. In this manner alone had the King sgome
ﬁat:mce uff 1lnsur1.ng protection and security to the culti-
ors of the soil ; and, in fact, for several ages the
possessions of these Abbeyswere each a sort of Goshe
enjoying the calm light of peace and immunity, while tl?,
rest of the country, oceupied by wild clans and mﬂraudtj
ing barons, was one dark scene of confusion, blood, and
unremitted outrage. ’ o4
But these immunities did not continue down to th
union of the crowns.  Long before that period the w ¢
betwixt England and Scotland had lost their ori iari
character of international hostilities, and had becomg p-
the part of the English a struggle for subjugation, on lzhte:ftl
of the Scots a desperate and infuriated defence of thei
llbcrtles:. This introduced on both sides a degree of furlr
and  animosity unknown to the earlier period of the'y
h-lstory; and as religious scruples soon gave way to n::-'
tional hatred spurred by a love of plunder, the patrimo-
ny of the Church was no longer sacred from incursions
on either side. Still, however, the tenants and vassals
of the great Abbeyshad many advantages over those of
the lay barons, who were harassed by constant military
duty, until they became desperate, and lost all relisi
for the arts of peace. The vassals of the chureh, on
the other hanfi, were only liable to be called to arms: on
general occasions, and at other times were permitted in
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gomparative quiet to ~possess their farms and feus.®
They of course exhibited superior skill in every thing
that related to the cultivation of the soil, and were there-
fore both wealthier and better informed than the military
retainers of the restléss ehiels and nobles in their neigh-
bourhood.
The residence of these church vassals was usually in
a small village or hamlet, where, for the sake of mutual
aid and proteetion, some thirty or forty families dwelt to-
gether.. This was called the Town, and the land belong-
ing to the various families by whom the Town was inhab-
ited, was called'the Township. They usually possessed
the land ‘in common, though in yarious proportions,
according to their several grants. The part of the
Township properly arable, and kept as such contipually
under the plough, was called in-field. Here the use of
quantities of manure supplied in some degree the ex-
haustion of the soil, and the feuars raised tolerable oats
and bear,} usually sowed on alternate ridges, on which
the labour of the whole community was bestowed with-
out distinction, the produce being divided after harvest,
agreeably to their respective Interests.

There was, besides, out-field Jand, {rom which it was
thought possible to extract a crop now and then, after
which it was abandéned to the “skiey influences,” until
the ‘exhausted powers of vegetation were restored.
These out-field spots were selected by any feuar at/his
own choice; amongst the sheep-walks and hills which
were always annexed to the Township, to serve aspas-
turage to the community. The trouble of cultivating
these patches of out-field, and the precarious chance
that the crop would pay the labour, were considered as

# Small possessions conferred upon vaseals and their heirs, held for a small
quit-rent, or a moderate proportion of the produce. T'his was a favourite man-
ner, by which the churchmen peopled the patrimonyof their convents ; an
many descendants of such feuars, as they are ‘called; are still tobe found in
possession of their family inheritarces inthe neighbourhood of the great Monas-
teries of Scetland.

t Or bigg, a coarse kind of barley.
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giving a right to any feuar, who chose to undertake the
adventure, to the produce which might result from it.

There remained the pasturage of extensive moors,
where the valleys often afforded good grass, and upon
which the whole cattle belonging to the community fed
indiscriminately during the summer, under the charge of
the Town-herd, who regularly drove them out to pasture
in the morning, and brought them back at night, without
which precaution they would have fallen a speedy prey
to some of the Snatchers in the neighbourhood. « These
are things to make modern agriculturists hold up their
hands and stare ; but the same mode 'of cultivation is
not yet entirely in desuetude in some distant parts of
North Britain, and may be witnessed in full force and
exercise in the Zetland Archipelago.

The habitations of the church-feuars were not less
primitive than their agriculture.  “In each village or
town were several small towers, having battlements pro-
jecting over the side-walls, and usually an advanced angle
or two with shot-holes for flanking the door-way, which
was always defended by a strong door of oak, studded
with nails, and often by an exterlor grated door of iron.
These small peel-houses were ordinarily inhabited by
the principal fevars and their families ; but upon the
alarm of approaching danger, the " whole inhabitants
thronged from their own miserable cottages, which were
situated around, to garrison these points of defence. It
was then no easy matter for a hostile party to penetrate
to the village, for the men were habituated to the use
of bows and fire-arms, and the towers being generally so
placed, that the discharge from one crossed that of anoth-
er ; it was impossible to assault any of them individually.

The interior of these houses was usually sufficiently
wretched, for it would have been folly to have furnished
them in a manner which could excite the avarice of their
lawlessneighbours. Yet the families themselves exhibited
in their appearance a degree of comfort, information, and
independence, which: could hardly have been expected.
Their in-field supplied them with bread and home-brew=
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ed ale, their herds and flocks with beef and mutton, (the
extravagance of killing lambs or calves was never thought
of.) Each family killed a mart, or fat bullock, m No-
vember, which was salted up for winter use, to whieh the
good wife' could, upon great occasions, add a dish of
pigeons or a fat capon,—the ill-cultivated garden afforded
¢ lang-cale,”—and the river gave salmon to serve as a
relish during the season of lent.

Of fuel they had plenty, for the bogs afforded turf ;
and the remains of the abused woods continued to give
them logs for burning, as well as timber for the usual do-
mestic purposes. In addition to these comforts, the good
man would now and then sally forth to the greenwood,
and mark down a buck of season with his gun_or his
cross-how ; and the Father Confessor seldom refudd him
absolution for the trespass, if duly invited to take his
share of the smoking haunch. Some, still bolder, made,
either with their own domestics or by associating them-
selves with the moss-troopers, in the langnage of shep-
herds, “ a start and overloup ;” and the golden orna-
ments and silken head-gear worn by the females of one
or two families of note, were invidiously traced by their
neighbours to such successful excursions.  This, how-
ever, was a more inexpiable crime in the eyes of the
Abbot and Community of St. Mary’s, than the borrow-
ing one of the *gude king’s deer ;” and they failed not
to discountenance and punish, by every means in their
power, offences which were sure to lead to severe re-
taliation upon the property of the ehurch, and which
tended to alter the character of their peaceful vassalage.

As for the information possessed by those dependants
of the Abbacies, they might have been truly said to be
better fed than taught, even though their fare had
been worse than it was. Still, however, they enjoycd
opportunities of knowledge from which others were ex-
cluded. The Monks were in general well acquainted
with their vassals and tenants, and familiar in the families
of the better classamong them, where they were sure to
be received with the respect due to their twofold char-
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acter of spiritual father and secular landlord.  Thus jt considered, to the Monastery of Saint Mary, and its de-
often happened, when a boy displayed talents and inclina= pendencies, for several tranquil years.

tion for study, one of the brethren, with a view to his
being bred to the church, or out of good-nature, in
order to pass away his own idle time if he had no better
motive, initiated him into the mysteries of reading and
writing, and imparied to him such other knowledge as =~
he himself possessed. And the heads of these allied CHAPTER II.

families, having more time for reflection, and more skill, &

as well as stronger motives for improving their smallss s In yon lone vale his early youth was bred,
properties, bore amongst their neighbours the character of S5 Jidu okt “’”t'.—‘he_ Tglk?:":?.‘ S

shrewd, intelligent men, who claimed respect on account. | g:of:““z;?:l; L jz;; e ;:aji,fc Ve

of their comparative wealth, even while they were des- | To the wild northern bog, the curliew’s haunt,
pised for a less warlike and enterprizing turn than.the 1 Where oozes forth its first and feeble streamlet.
other Borderers. They lived as much as they well could T
amongst themselves, avoiding the company of others, and & &

dreading nothing more than to be involved in_the deadly Wk have said, that most of the feuars dwelt in the vil-

i ; i heir townships. is was not, how-
feuds and eceaseless contentions of the secular landholders. = lage belt}ﬂgmg}jto 5{‘“1 townships. This was not,
Such is a «general: picture of these communities. ever, universally the case.

A lonely tower, to which

. : : : r i : least one
During the fatal wars in the commencement of Queen the reader m}ust Lk ]b(?’ lmtroduced, T
Mary’s reign, they had suffered dreadfully by the hostile exception to the general re.

. : : ; ) : It was of small dimensions, yet larger than those

mvasmnsf. fFOml i 'En%}l;Sh’}noﬂ al PL?teitantipeo¥le, a which occurred in the village, as {xtimaiing that in case

were so far from sparing the church-lands, that they for= & : e i
gng g BELLIEY of assault, the proprietor would have to rely upon his own

ayed them with more unrelenting severit ; ek :
4 B severlty than cvef iy unassisted strength. Two or three miserable huts, at

PR e - o Bt e, T a0 T he foot of the fortalice, held the bondsmen and tenants
restored some degtee of tranquillity to these distracted . tfet;;) f(_?uar Tt dile il green knoll,
und harassed regions, and matters began again gradually & i i'hich started up suddenly in_the very throat of a wild
to settle uponthe former footing. The Monks repaired and narrow glen, and which, being surrounded, except
their ravaged shrines—the feuar again roofed his small b onec side, E}, tl;e winding {’,f Gamall stream, afforded
forta-hce? which the enemy had ruined—the poor labourer” a position of considerable strength.

rebuilt his cottage—an easy task, where a few sods, stones, & But the great security of Glendearg, for so the place
and a few pieces of wood from the next copse, furnished & was called, lay in its secluded and almost hidden situation.
all the materials necessary.  The' cattle, lastly, were & Nartcach t’he Tower. it was necessary to travel three miles
driven out of the wastes and thiekets in which the rem- up the glen crnssine:’ about tiwenty times the little stream,
nant of them had been secreted ; and the mighty bull &% hih s LhrBugh the narrow valley, encountered
moved at the head of his seraglio and their followers, 4" - evcjry hundred yards ibe opposition of a rock or pre-
to take possession of their wonted pastures. There en- ; cipitous bank on the one side, which altered its course,
sued peace and quiet, the state of the age and nation 5 voL. I.




