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CHAPTER I

ORIGIN OF THE MONARCHY.

Bishop of Prague, with two companions, set

out on a missionary tour to the shores of

the Baltic. The savage inhabitants killed

Still Christianity gradually gained

ground. As the ages rolled on, idolatry

disappeared, and nominal Christianity took

its place. The people were poor, ignorant, widely dis-

persed, and but partially civilized. During weary cen-

turies, as generations came and went, nothing in that
region occurred of interest to the world at large.

When, in the sixteenth century, Protestantism was

rejected by Southern Europe, it was accepted by the

inhabitants of this wild region. At the commencement

of the eighteenth century, there was found upon the

southern shores of the Baltic a small territory, about ag

large as the State of Massachusetts, called the Mar-

quisate of Brandenburg. The marquis belonged to a

)




