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little later perhaps, be united with the rest of Germany.
He anticipated that the influence of such a Germany
would be infallibly peaceful. ¢The very name of the
German indicates how strong he has already been in
war. German means only guerre-man, or war-man.’ *
Livery day since the commencement of the war, the
conflict has been marked with increasing ferocity on both
gides. This, of course, was to have been expected. A
small party of Prussian cavalry came clattering into a
defenceless village near Rouen, and commenced levying
some petty exactions from the people. While thus en-
gaged, a body of French cavalry rode suddenly in, fired
upon them, and killed several. The rest sprang to their
horses, and escaped. The next day, the Prussians re-
appeared with re-enforcements numbering six hundred
men, and with two cannon. Ascending a neighboring
eminence, they bombarded the town until it was laid in

ashes, and then turned their guns upon the two neigh-
boring villages of Héricourt and Le Fresnoy, which they
also demolished. While engaged in this work, a party
of French sharpshooters rapidly gathered, and placed
themselves in ambush, to assail them as they retired ;
and this they did with a fire so deadly, that twenty-six
wagons were required to carry off the slain.

32

“ Every thing,” writes a correspondent from Havre
to “The Boston Journal,” “leads me to believe that
the Prussians are now becoming unduly ferocious.
They meet a more decided resistance than heretofore,
and revenge themselves on any one they catch. Their
mode of procedure is to tie any unfortunate fellow they
catch on the road by the wrists with a rope, which they
attach to the pommels of their saddles. If one dragoon
gucceeds in arresting half a dozen, he ties them all in
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this way, and brings them in, dragging them at the aui-
mal’s heels with the same exultation that an Indian would
parade so many scalps. A hasty trial, in which there
are only two or three formulas, is hurried through; and
the nearest thicket answers for a place of execution.
This is to strike terror into the hearts of all the civilians
who desire to arm themselves. At the town of Ar-
mentiéres, a perfectly trustworthy eye-witness, recently
returned from Rouen, declares that he saw this sad
spectacle. Men, pale with rage, were trying in vain
to extinguish the fires that were burning down their
houses ; women, in despair, had thrown themselves on
the ground, trying to cover their screaming children
with their bodies, and huddling around them the frag-
ments of their wretched furniture, which they had
dragged from the flames; one old woman, eighty-four
years old, was screaming to be taken out of a burning
house, and her son tore his hair as he tried in vain to
drag the smouldering beams from her aged limbs; and
one villager, a tremendous athlete, was so overcomes
with anger and sorrow, that he expired from apoplexy
in the midst of his four widowed children. Meantime
the hideous projectiles continued to fall, as by and by
they will fall on dear old Paris and all the familia;
haunts, to baptize in blood the new republic. One
of the incidents of this avenging bombardment had
sinister consequences. Four men stood up together
amid the ruins of their burned and blackened houses,
and swore each to kill a Prussian before the next sun-
set. Four lancers were found dead near each other on
the high road from Armentiéres to Héricourt the next
day. Extravagant as this may seem, it is strictly true
To amuse themselves as they were returning home, the
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Prussians teok a dozen stout peasants vhom they found
repairing a bridge over a road whereon French troops
were expected to pass, and gave them each twenty-five
lashes on their bare backs,—so mangling them, that
none could stand alone after it.”

It would be difficult to number the French cities
which were exposed to the horrors of bombardment;
and no one who has not witnessed the spectacle can
form any conception of the terror and horror of the
scene. An immense projectile, weighing from one to
two hundred pounds, rises majestically into the air, and
then, with a terrific noise, rushes headlong towards the
ground, bursting as it strikes with a loud explosion, scat-
tering ruin in all directions. Ponderous walls crumble
before these thunderbolts of war. Massive buildings are
demolished by them. There is no safety anywhere.

There is much more of sincere piety among many of
the peasantry and the humble orders in France than
is generally supposed in Protestant countries. When
Strasburg was enduring the agony of bombardment,
one who was present, sharing the peril and the terror,
describes the scene as follows: —

«“ At a quarter before nine last night, the bombard-
ment began. From that time until eight o’clock this
morning (eleven hours), the firing did not cease. It
was one continuous roaring, — a rushing and whistling
of missiles in the air, followed by the crashing of chim-
neys, and, from time to time, crizs of misery and terror.
The night was very dark. It rained; and it was impos-
sible, standing on the ramparts, to distinguish the
position of the hostile batteries, which were placed
behind some building, or protected by the scarp of the
railroad ; and they were thus enabled to carry on thein
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work of destruction unpunished. Our peop.e ask what
this treatment signifies. . . . Our enemies know that
there are eighty thousand inhabitants in the city, a
harmless population, — children, trembling mothers; that
the city is full of the sick and wounded, who are thus
robbed of invigorating slecp, or whose death they ac-
celerate. It is not possible to give an estimate of the
damage done to innumerable buildings during the night.
We should have to record nearly every street in the
city ; and, in some streets, nearly all the houses. The
shells came from all sides, and into all quarters of the
city.

« The shells fell by tens and hundreds in one and the
same street. As soon as one house was set on fire, shell
after shell was poured in upon the flames, preventing
the work of the firemen. The whole city is covered
with ruins: the roofs, chimneys, and facades are de-
stroyed on all sides.”

Such are the scenes which are now, as we write these
lines, continually transpiring in France. It is, indeed,
incomprehensible that a loving God can look calmly
down in the permission of such enormities. While the
city was shaken, and blazing beneath this terrific tempest
of war, the pastor of the Church of St. Thomas issued
the following notice to his flock : —

“If the dear God spare our life, a prayer-service will
be held Sunday morning at half-past nine : if not, dear
fathers and mothers, perform the religious duties your-
selves, amid your own families. Read a hymn from the
hymn-book, a chapter from the Bible. The God of old
still lives : call on him in yourneed. And, though body
and soul languish, we will still remain true to him, and
thank him ; for he is our Helper and our God.”
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The general course pursued by the Prussians upon
the capture of a townis described by all correspondents
as follows: A certain number of soldiers are imme-
diately marched into the place. These generally arrive
towards evening, after a day's march, hungry and cross,
The mayor is sent for, and informed that so many
cattle, so many bushels of grain, and so much wine,
must be immediately furnished. The requisition usually
amounts to very much more than it would be possible
for the place to furnish. The trembling mayor collects
every thing he can. The soldiers are billeted in the
different houses: the horses are often stabled in the
church and town-hall. The Prussian flag is hoisted ;
and the slightest opposition to the will of the conqueror
draws down upon the inhabitants the severest punish-
ment. The soldiers must be fed, though women and
children starve.

There were, occasionally, amusing events in the midst
of these scenes of woe. The Prussians, emboldened
by victory, often resorted to measures of astonishing
audacity. It is said that the Mayor of Fontainebleau
had gathered the city council around him, and was
vigorously passing war-measures, when the clatter of a
squadron of horsemen was heard in the courtyard.
The leader of this cavalcade of forty men leaped from
his horse, and, armed to the teeth, entered the council-
chamber, and demanded the keys of the city.

“ We have no keys,” the mayor calmly replied.
“ Fontainebleau is an open town.”

“Well, then,” said the dragoon, “let us know where
we can lodge ; and prepare at once the necessary rations

for thirty thousand men, who are only a few hours be-
bj_l]d.”
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¢« All right,” said the mayor ; and then, turning to the
council, added, “ Let us conduct these gentlemen to the
chiteau, since we must ; and there we can provide them
with stabling and lodging.”

The party immediately left for the magnificent
shiteas, a world-renowned edifice associated with
many of the most extraordinary events in French his-
tory. The dragoons were conducted into the court-
yard ; and, while feeding their horses, the gates were
suddenly closed. The mayor on the outside, looking
through the iron railing, said, * Gentlemen, you are my
prisoners: try and make yourselves at home.” The
dragoons were in a terrible rage, uttered fearful threats
of vengeance to be inflicted so soon as their troops
should come up, and refused to surrender.

“ Very well,” the mayor replied, ¢ your poor beasts
shall not suffer ; but you shall not have one morsel of
bread until you lay down your arms, and yield your-
selves as prisoners. When the thirty thousand troops
come, we will surrender to them, but not to forty
dragoons.”

In two hours the dragoons surrendered, and were
sent to a safe place within the French lines. The
thirty thousand troops did not come.

In conclusion, let us reflect upon the following historic
facts, which probably no intelligent reader will con
trovert: —

1. Prussia, or rather Count Bismarck, who repre-
sented Prussia, some years ago formed the project of
re-organizing Germany into a vast empire founded upon
the divine right of kings to rule, and of the duty of the

people to be ruled.
20
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2. In the accomplishment of this plan, the treaties of
1815, which Prussia had sworn to respect, were entirely
disregarded and overthrown.

3. By diplomacy and war, Prussia suddenly rose from
a nation of about fifteen millions to a nation numbering
forty millions, with every able-bodied man a trained
soldier, constituting a military power unsurpassed by
that of any other nation.

4. France could easily have prevented this expansion
by uniting with Austria, as M. Thiers urged the im-
perial government to do. This union would inevitably
have crushed Prussia at Sadowa, and would have saved
France from the ruin in which she is now involved.

5. The imperial government refused thus to oppose
the unification of Germany, declaring that the Ger-
mans had a right to manage their own affairs, and that
it was desirable for the prosperity of Germany that its

fragmentary States should be consolidated into one na-
tion.

6. This consolidation being thus effected, the imperial
- government in France asked, that, in consideration of
its assent to the unification of Germany, Prussia should
surrender to KFrance those Renish provinces on the
French side of the Rhine which had been wrested from
her by the treaties of 1815, and placed in the hands
of Prussia,— provinces which France deemed, in the
altered state of affairs, essential to her independence;
qualifying, however, the request with the provision, that
the people of those provinces should decide by vote
whether they would return to France, or would remain
with Prussia.

7. Prussia peremptorily refused this proposition, but,
recognizing in a measure the reasonableness of the
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demand, proposed, according to the testimony of the
French and English ambassadors, that France should
extend her frontier to the Rhine by seizing upon Bel-
gium. This proposition France instantly rejected.

8. France then proposed to all the crowned heads of
Europe that a congress should be called to reconstruct
the boundaries of the nations, so that the agitating
questions then arising, menacing Europe with war,
should be settled by an appeal to reason, and not by the
sword. This pacific plan was rejected.

9. Prussia, while France was thus trembling in view
of her peril in having the immense fortresses on the
left bank of the Rhine in the hands of so formidable a
power, and leaving the gateway of France wide open
to German invasion, endeavored by secret intrigue to
place a German prince upon the throne of Spain. This
would convert Spain into a German province, re-creating
the old German empire of Charles V. Thus France
would find herself powerless, exposed to be crushed by
Germany at her leisure,

10. All France was alarmed. Imperialists, monarch-
ists, and republicans alike shared in the general agita-
tion. Prussia was informed that France could not
vonsent to the conversion of Spain into a province of
Germany by placing the Spanish crown upon the brow
of a German prince.

11. Prussia consented to withdraw Prince Leopold,
to whom, as a man, France had no objection, but peremp-
torily (France says insultingly) refused to give any
assurance that she would not place some other German
prince upon the Spanish throne.

12. Thus menaced, the people of France exclaimed
with one voice, that it had become essential to the inde-
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pendence of France that she should reclaim her ancient
boundary of the Rhine. The uprising of the whole
nation, of men of the most antagonistic parties, in
this demand, is not to be regarded as an act of frivolity,
but as a deep conviction, pervading the entire of
France, that the independence of the nation was im-
perilled.

13. Itis manifest that Count Bismarck, who represents
Prussia, was aware that the measures he was adopting
would lead to war; that he desired war; that he had
made the most ample preparations for war; and that the
results have, thus far, been just what he hoped to
accomplish. Prussia retains the provinces on the left
bank of the Rhine, crushes the military power of
France, and seizes upon Alsace and Lorraine, thus in
creasing her territory, multiplying her fortresses, and
commanding both banks of the Rhine from Belgium to
Switzerland.

14. One of the last telegrams which has crossed the
Atlantic, as we write these lines, is as follows : —

“Intelligence from Brussels gives the assurances that
Prussia is fully resolved to annex Luxemburg, upon the
ground that Luxemburg is essential to render Lorraine
strategically useful.”

No intelligent man doubts that similar considerations
will lead speedily to the positive or the virtual annexa-
tion of both Belgium and Holland. The grandeur of
the Germanic Empire seems to leave them poth at her
merey.

15. The action of the democratic leaders in the great
cities, in taking advantage of the Prussian invasion, and
of the captivity of the emperor, to seize upon the reins
of power, operates in many respects very disastronsly.
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The empire was the choice of the French people. The
democratic party in Paris, Lyons, and Marseilles, com-
posed of an incongruous mass of moderate republicans,
red republicans, and socialists, in deadly hostility to
each other, has not the confidence of the people of
France. They cannot with enthusiasm rally around
usurpers, who in the hour of disaster have grasped
power, unsustained by either the old feudal doctrine
of divine right, or by the modern doctrine of popular
suffrage.

16. France is effectually cut off by this action of
the democratic leaders from any alliance with any other
power. Prussia refuses to recognize these committees
even enough to treat with them. England, Italy, Aus-
tria, all tremble in view of the enormous encroachments
of Prussia; but not one of these powers can interfere
in behalf of anarchic France. The British Government
will not enter into an alliance with a self-constituted
democratic committee in Paris. Victor Emanuel can-
not lend his armies to build up a democracy in France,
which has overthrown the empire, to which he is in-
debted for the crown of Italy,—a democracy whose first
attempt, in case of success, would be to demolish his
throne, and erect upon the ruins an Italian republic.
Spain, which has rejected a republic and voted for a
monarchy, and which has placed a son of Victor Eman-
uel upon her throne, refusing to recognize the committee
for national defence as the government of France, can-
not be expected to cross the Pyrenees with her armies
to aid in congolidating a government which Spain has
refused to acknowledge. And Austria is the last nation
on the continent of Europe to be fighting for the estab-
lishment of democracy in France.
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17. Thus the disastrous overthrow of the repub-
lican empire in these hours of misfortune and dis-
may —a government which was acknowledged and
respected by all the nations of Europe, and which was
established and sustained by the overwhelming majori-
ty of the French people —seems to doom France to
irretrievable destruction. There is no cordial union at
home, there is nothing to be hoped for from abroad.

18. France, under the empire, has for twenty years
been one of the most prosperous, influential, and happy
nations on the continent of Europe. All the arts of
industry have flourished ; the most magnificent works
of internal improvement have been constructed; and the
nation has been advancing with rapidity never before
experienced in education, wealth, and power. Paris
has been one of the most orderly, well-regulated, and
attractive cities on the globe. The most refined and
wealthy families from all nations have there found a
happy home. Could France but hope that the next
twenty years would be like the last, she would be happy
indeed.

Suddenly a moral earthquake has come; and all
France presents the aspect of consternation, ruin, and
woe. More than half a million of invaders are sweeping
over her territory, leaving behind them famine, smould-
ering ruins, and fields crimsoned with blood. There is
no recognized government in France which Europe will
acknowledge, or around which the French people are
willing to rally. A darker hour than that which, at the
close of the year 1870, spreads its gloom over France,
fow nations upon this globe have ever experienced.
The world looks on with wonder to see what results
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God designs to evolve from these scenes of ruin and of

wretchedness. When may we hope that the prayer

which our Saviour has taught us will be answered ’— -
« Thy kingdom come ; Thy will be done, in earth o W

hegven.”




