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CHAPTER L
ORIGIN OF THE MONARCHY.

BOUT the year of our Lord 997, Adelbert,

/W/> Bishop of Prague, with two companions, set

-/ ¢ out on a missionary tour fo the shores of

the Baltic. The savage inhabitants killed

) him. Still Christianity gradually gained

>~y ground. As the ages rolled on, idolatry

disappeared, and nominal ‘Christianity took

its place. The people were poor, ignorant, widely dis-

persed, and but partially civilized. During weary cen-

turies, as generations came and went, nothing in that
region occurred of interest to the world at large.

When, in the sixteenth century, Protestantism was

rejected by Southern Europe, it was accepted by the

inhabitants of this wild region. At the commencement

of the eighteenth century, there was found upon the

southern shores of the Baltic a small territory, about as

large as the State of Massachusetts, called the Mar-

quisate of Brandenburg. The marquis belonged to a
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10 HISTORY OF PRUSSIA.

very renowned family, known as the House of Hohen-
zollern. At the distance of some miles east of this
marquisate, there was a small duchy called Prussia.
The Marquis of Brandenburg, who had come into
possession of the duchy, being a very ambitious man,
by skilful diplomacy succeeded in having the united
provinces of Prussia and Brandenburg recognized by
the Emperor of Germany as the kingdom of Prussia.
The sovereigns of Southern Europe looked quite con-
temptuously upon this new-born and petty realm, and
were not at all disposed to receive the parvenu king into
their society as an equal.

Berlin was the capital of the Marquisate of Branden-
burg : Konigsberg was the capital of -the Duchy of
Prussia. Though the marquis, Frederick, was crowned
at Konigsberg, he chose Berlin as the capital of his new
kingdom.. He took the title of Frederick I. The king
had a son, Frederick William, then ten years of age.
As heir to the throne, he was called the Crown Prince.
When eighteen years of age, he married Sophie Doro-
thee, his cousin, a daughter of George, Elector of Hano-
ver, who subsequently became George I. of England.
On the 24th of January, 1712, a son was born to the
Crown Prince, who received the name of Frederick, and
subsequently became renowned in history as Frederick
the Great. - The babe, whose advent was hailed through-
out the kingdom with so much joy as heir to the crown,
had at that time a sister, Wilhelmina, three years older
than himself. At the time of the birth of Frederick,
the monarchy was but twelve years old. His grand-
father, Frederick I., was still living; and his father was
Crown Prince.

When Frederick was fourteen months old, his grand-

ORIGIN OF THE MONARCHY. 11

father, Frederick 1., died, and his father, Frederick Wil
liam, ascended the throne. He was one of the strangest
men of whom history makes mention. It is difficult
to account for his conduct npon any other supposition
than that he was partially irsane. His father had been
fond of the pageantry of courts. Frederick William
despised such pageantry thoroughly. Immediately upon
assuming the crown, to the utter consternation of the
court he dismissed nearly every honorary official of the
palace, from the highest dignitary to the humblest page.
His household was reduced to the lowest footing of
economy. Eight servants were retained, at six shillings
a week. His father had thirty pages. All were dis-
missed but three. There were one thousand saddle-
horses in the royal stables. Frederick retained thirty
Three-fourths of the names were struck from the pen.
sion-list.

The energy of the new sovereign inspired the whole
kinodom. Everybody was compelled to be industrious.
Even the apple-women were forced, by a royal decree,
to knit at their stalls. The king farmed out the crown-
lands, drained bogs, planted colonies, established manu-
factures, and encouraged every branch of industry by
all the energies of absolute power.

Rrederick William, a thick-set, burly mag, ever
carried with him, as he walked the streets of Berlin, a
stoul ratan-cane. Upon the slightest provocation, he
would soundly thrash any one whom he encountered.
He especially hated the refinement and polish of the
French nation. If he met a lady .n rich attire, she was
sure to be rudely assailed: he would often even give
her a kick, and tell her to go home and take care of her
brats. No young man fashionably dressed could ¢ross
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the king’s path without receiving a sound caning if tle
royal arm could reach him. If he met any one who
seemed to be lounging in the streets, he would hit him
a blow over the head, exclaimng, “ Home, you rascal,
and go to work ! »

Frederick was scrupulously clean. He washed five
times a day. He would allow in the palace no carpets
or stuffed furniture. They caught the dust. He ate
rapidly and voraciously of the most substantial food,
despising all luxuries. His dress usually consisted of a
blue military coat with red cuffs and collar, buff waist-
coat and breeches, and white linen gaiters to the knee.
A well-worn triangular hat covered his head.

By severe economy, small as were his realms, and
limited as were his revenues, he raised an army of nearly
a hundred thousand men. An imposing army seemed
to be the great object of his ambition. He drilled his
troops, personally, as troops were never drilled before.
Possessing an iron constitution, and regardless of com-
fort himself, he.had no mercy upon his soldiers. Thus
he “created the most powerful military engine, for its
size, ever known upon earth.

The French minister at Berlin, Count Rothenburg,
Was a very accomplished man. He wore the dress, and
had the manners, of the French gentlemen of that day.
He and his associates in the embassy excited the ire of
the king as they appeared at Berlin in the gorgeous
court-dresses of the Tuileries and Versailles. The king,
in his homespun garb, resolved that the example should
not spread.

There was to be a grand review at Berlin. The
French embassy would be present in their accustomed
costume of cocked hats, flowing wigs, and laced coats.
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The king caused a party of the lowest of the populace
of Berlin, equal in number, to be dressed in the most
grotesque caricature of the French zostume. As soon
a3 the French appeared upon the field, there was a
great sound of trumpets ; and these harlequins were
brought forward to confront them. Military discipline
reigned. There was no derisive laughter. There was
perfect silence. The king sat upon his horse as im-
movable as a marble statue. With French politeness,
the ministers of Louis submitted to the discourtesy, and
ever after appeared in the homespun garb of Berlin.

Frederick was very desirous that his son, whom he
called by the diminutive Fritz, should develop warlike
tastes; but, to his bitter disappointment, the child
seemed to be of an effeminate nature. He was gentle,
affectionate, fond of music and books, and clung to his
sister Wilhelmina with almost feminine love. The king
deemed these qualities unmanly, and soon began to
despise, and then to hate, the child. Still the energetic
king resolved to leave no efforts untried to make a
soldier of his boy.

When Fritz was six years old, his father organized a
company of a hundred high-born lads, to be placed
under his command. The number was gradually in-
creased to a regiment, of which Fritz was colonel. When
seven years of age, he was placed under the care of
tutors; who were directed to press forward his education,
inteliectual and military, with the most merciless vigor.
In the orders given to the distinguished military men to
whom the education of the child was intrusted, the
king said, —

“You have in the highest measure to make it your
care to infuse into my son a true love for the soldier-
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business, and to impress on him, that as there is nothing
in the world which can bring a prince renown and honor
like the sword, so he would be a despised creature be-
fore all men if he did not love it and seek his sole glory
therein.”

The poor little fellow was exposed to almost incredi-
ble hardships. His father took him on his jonrneys to
review his garrisons. | Their carriage was what was called
a sausage-car. 1t consisted merely of a stuffed pole,
about ten feet long, upon which one sat astride, as if
riding a rail. This pole rested upon wheels before and
behind, without springs. Thus they rattled over the
mountains and through the mud. The delicate, sensi-
tive child was robbed of his sleep as his cast-iron father
pressed him along on these wild adventures, regardless
of fatigue or storms. ¢ Too much sleep,” said the king,
“stupefies a fellow.”

Every fibre in the soul of Fritz recoiled from this rude
discipline.. He hated hunting boars, and riding on the
sausage-car, and being drenched with rain, and spat-
tered with mud.

Instinetive tastes are developed very early in child-
hood. When Frederick William was a boy, some one
presented him with a very beautiful French dressing-
gown embroidered with gold. He thrust the robe intu
the fire, declaring ‘that he would never wear such finery,

Fritz, on the contrary, could not endure homespun.
Ile loved clothes of fine texture, and tastefully orna-
mented. Most of the early years of the prince were
spent.at Wusterhansen. This was a plain, rectangular
palace, surrounded by a ditch, in a very unattractive
region. Though there were some picturesque drives,
yet, to Frederick’s eye, the gloomy forests and pathless
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morasses had no charms. The palaces of Berlin and
Potsdam, which the pleasure-loving monarch, Frederick
I.. had embellished, still retained much splendor; but the
king furnished the apartments which he occupied in
stoical simplicity.

The health of Fritz was frail. e was very fond of
study, particularly of the Latin language. His illiterate
father, who could scarcely write legibly, and whose
spelling was ludicrous, took a special dislike to Latin.
One day he caught his son with a Latin book in his
hand, under the guidance of a teacher. The king was
infuriated. The preceptor escaped a caning only by
flight. Still more vehemently was he enraged in de-
tecting his son playing the flute, and with some verses
which he had written by his side. With inexpressible
seorn he exclaimed, ¢ My son is a flute-player and a
poet !

There was no point at which the father and the son
met in harmony. Every month, they became more es-
tranged from each other. The mother of Fritz, Sophie
Dorothee, and his sister Wilhelmina, loved him tenderly.
This exasperated the king. He extended his hatred for
the boy to his mother and sister.

At length, another son was born, — Augustus Wil-
liam, —ten years younger than Frederick. The father
now evidently wished that Frederick would die, thai
Aungustus William might become heir to the throne. He
hoped that he would develop a different character from
that of Fritz. Still the king persevered in his endeavors
to inspire Fritz with his own ragged nature and tastes.

Geocge of Hanover having become George 1. of Eng-
land, his daughter, the mother of Fritz, became very
desirous of merrying her two children, Wilhelmina and
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Fritz, to Frederick and Amelia, the two children of het
brother George, who was then Prince of Wales. But
Frederick William, and George, Prince of Wales, had
met as boys, and quarrelled; and they hated each other
thoroughly.  The other powers of Europe were opposed
to this double marriage, as thus the kingdoms of Prus-
sia and England would virtually be united.

The young English Frederick bore the title of the
Duke of Gloucester. It was at length agreed by the
English court that Frederick should marry Wilhelmina;
but there were still obstacles in the way of the marriage
of Fritz with Amelia. The Duke of Gloucester sent
an envoy with some presents to Wilhelmina. In the
following graphic terms, the Prussian princess describes
the interview : —

“There came, in those days, one of the Duke of
Glougcester’s gentlemen to Berlin. The queen had a
soirée. . He was presented to her as well as to me. He
made a very obliging compliment on his master’s part.
I blushed, and answered only by a courtesy. The queen,
who had her eye on me, was very angry that I had an-
swered the duke’s compliments in mere silence, and
rated me sharply for it, and ordered me, under pain of
her indignation, to repair that fault to-morrow. I re-
tired, all in tears, to my room, exasperated against the
queen and against the duke. I vowed I would never
marry him.”

Wilhelmina was a very remarkable girl, endowed with
a very affectionate, intellectual, and noble nature. Fred-
erick of England was eighteen years of age, a very dis-
solute fellow, and exceedingly unattractive in personal
appearance.  Wilhelmina says that her grandfather,
George L., after he became King of England, was intoler-
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ably puffed up with pride. He was disposed to look
quit: contemptuously upon her father, who was king of
so feeble a realm as that of Prussia. Though Georgs
had given a verbal assent to the marriage of his grand-
son with Wilhelmina, he declined, upon various frivolons
excuses, signing a marriage-treaty.  Wilhelmina was
quite indifferent to the matter. She declared that she
cared nothing for her cousin Fred, whom she had never
seen ; and that she had no wish to marry him.

When Fritz had attained his fourteenth year, his
father appointed him captain of one of the companies in
the Potsdam Grenadier Guard. This was a giant regi-
ment created by the caprice of Frederick William, and
which had obtained world-wide renown. Such a regi-
ment never existed before, and never will again. It was
composed of giants, the shortest of whom were nearly
seven feet high: the tallest were almost nine feet in
height. Frederick William had ransacked Europe in
search of gigantic men. No expense of money, intrigues,
or fraud, were spared to obtain such men wherever
found. The Guard consisted of three battalions, —
eight hundred in each.

Frederick William swayed a sceptre of absolute power
never surpassed in Turkey. It was a personal govern-
ment. The property, the liberty, and the lives of his
subjects were entirely at his disposal. He was anxious
to perpetuate a race of giants. If he found in his
domains any young woman of remarkable stature, he
would compel her to marry one of his military Goliaths.
I+ does not, however, appear that he thus succeeded ir
accomplishing his purpose.

One only thought seemed to engross the mind of

Sophie Dorothee, — the double marriage. Her maternal
3
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ambition would be gratified in seeing Wilhelmina Queen
of England, and her beloved son Fritz mam"ied to an
Euglish princess. Frederick William, with his wonder-
fullv determined charaeter, his military predilections, and
hisvarmy of extraordinary compactness and discipline,
began to be regarded by the other powers as a very for-
midable sovereign, and one whose alliance was greatly to
o desired. ~ Notwithstanding he had an army of sixty
thousand men, — which army he was rapidly increasing,
and subjecting to discipline hitherto unheard of in
Enrope, — he practised such rigid economy, that he was
rapidly filling his treasury with silver and gold. In the
cellar of his palace a large number of casks were stowed
away, filled with coin. A vast amount of silyer was also
wrought into massive plate, and even into furniture and
the balustrades of his stairs. These, in case of emer-
gency, could be melted and coined.

This strange king organized a peculiar institution,
which was called * The Tobacco Parliament.” It con-
sisted of a meeting of about a dozen of his confidential
friends, who were assembled almost daily in some room
in the palace to drink beer, smoke their pipes, and talk
over matters. Distinguished strangers were sometimes
admitted. Fritz was occasionally present, though always
reluctantly on his part. His sensitive physical system
recoiled from the beer and the smoke. Though he was
under the necessity of putting the pipe in his mouth, he
placed no tobacco in the bowl. His father despised the
fragile boy, whom he deemed so effeminate.

The double marriage was still the topic of conversa.
tion in all the courts of Europe. = In the year 1726, the
Emperor of Germany, who was invested with extraor-
dinary power over all the German princes, issued a des
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eree, declaring that he could not consent to the douole
nuptial alliance with England. This decision did not
trouble Frederick William ; for he so thoroughly hated
his English relatives, that he was not desirous of any
very intimate alliance with them. He was willing that
Wilhelmina should marry the Duke of Gloucester, be-
cause she would thus become eventually Queen of Eng-
land.

On the other side, the King of England earnestly
desired that his grand-daughter Amelia should marry
Fritz ; for she would thus become Queen of Prussia. He
therefore declared that he would not allow the Duke of
Gloucester to marry Wilhelmina unless Amelia also
married Fritz.

But Frederick William was opposed to the marriage
of Fritz and Amelia for three reasons: First, He was,
by nature, an intensely obstinate man ; and the fact that
the King of England was in favor of any project was
sufficient to make him opposed toit. Secondly, He hated
Fritz, and did not wish him to enjoy the good fortune of
marrying a rich and beautiful English prineess. And,
thirdly, He knew that Amelia, as the bride of Fritz,
would bring to Berlin wealth of her own, and the refine-
ments of the British court, and that thus Fritz might be
able to organize a party against his father.

Hrederick William therefore said, < Frederick of Eng-
land may marry Wilhelmina; but Fritz shall not marry
Amelia.” George I. replied, * Both marriages, or none.”
Thus matters were brought to a dead lock.

While these intrigues were agitating both courts,
Fritz was residing, most of the time,at Potsdam,—a fa-
vorite royal residence, about seventeen miles west from
Berlin. In the year 1729 he was seventeen years of age,
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a very handsome boy, attracting much attention by his
vivacity and his engaging manners. He was occasion.
ally dragged by his father into the Tobacco Parliament,
where, sickened by the fumes of tobacco and beer, he
sat in mock gravity, puffing from his empty white clay
pipe:

In June, 1729, a courier brought the intelligence to
Berlin that George I had suddenly died of apoplexy.
He was sixty-seven years of age when Death’s fatal shaft
struck him, while on a journey in his carriage. As he
sank before the blow, he exclaimed, ¢ All is over with
me |7 and his spirit passed away to the judgment.

Much as the half-insane King of Prussia hated
George I..his sudden death deeply affected him. He
became very religious in all pharisaic forms of self-de-
nial, and in spreading almost sepulchral gloom over the
palace by the interdict of all enjoyment. Wilhelmina
writes of her father-at this time, —

“He condemned all pleasures. ¢Damnable all of
them,’ he said. You were to speak of nothing but the
word of God only. All other conversation was forbid-
den. It was always he who carried on the improving
talk at table, where he did the office of reader, as if it
had been a refectory of monks. The king treated us
to a sermon every afternoon. His valet-de-chambyre
gave ont a psalm, which we all sang. You had to listen
fo'this sermon with as much devout attention as if it had
been an apostle’s. My brother and I had all the mind in
the world to laugh. We tried hard to keep from laugh-
ing; but often we burst out.  Thereupon reprimand,
with all the anathemas of the Church hurled on us,
which we had to take with a contrite, penitent air,—a
thing not easy to bring your face to at the moment.”
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Fritz, about this time, was taken by his father on
B visit to Augustus, King of Poland, at Dresden. The
court was exceedingly dissolute, filled with every temp-
tation which could endanger an ardent young man.
Fritz, who had hitherto emcountered only the severity
and gloom of his father’s palace, was bewildered by
scenes of voluptuousness and sin which could bhave
hardly been surpassed at Belshazzar’s feast.

. He was very handsome, full of vivacity, and remarkably

qualified to shine in society ; and, being direct heir to the
throne of Prussia, he was the object of incessant atten-
tions and caressings. Child as he was, he fell before
these great temptations. It was a fall from which he
never recovered. His moral nature received a wound
which poisoned all his days.

Upon his return to Potsdam, after a month of reckless
abandonment to sin, he was seized with a severe fit of
sickness. It was many years before his constitution re-
covered its vigor. His dissipated habits elung to him.
He chose for his companions those who were in sympa-
thy with his newly-acquired tastes and character. His
vigorous father, keeping an eagle-eye upon his son, often
assailed him with the most insane ebullitions of rage.

Still, Sophie Dorothee, notwithstanding all .obstacles,
clung with a mother’s pertinacity to the idea of the
double: marriage. - Her brother, George II., was now
King of England ; and Frederick was Prince of Wales,
drect heir to the crown. He was then twenty-one
years of age, living an idle and dissolute life in Hanover.
Wilhelmina was nineteen years old.

Fritz, though he had never seen Amelia, had received
her miniature. She was pretty; would bring with her a
large dowry; and the alliance, in point of rank, would
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be as distinguished as Europe could furnish. He was,
therefore, quite desirous of securing Amelia for his
bride. By the advice of his mother, .:e wrote to Queen
Caroline, the mother of Amelia, expressing his ardent
affzction for her daughter, and his unalterable resolve
never to lead any one but her to the altar.

Frederick William knew nothing of these intrigues;
but his dislike for his son had now become so intense,
that often he would not speak to him, or recognize him
in the slightest degree. He treated him at the table
with studied contempt. Sometimes he would give him
nothing whatever to eat: he even boxed his ears, and
smote him with his cane. =~ Fritz was induced to write a
very suppliant letter to his father, endeavoring to win
back at least his civil treatment. The answer which
Frederick William returned, incoherent, confused, and
wretchedly spelled, was as follows. Contemptuously he

spoke of his son in the third person, writing Ae and Ais
instead of yow and yours.

“ His obstinate, perverse disposition, which does not
ove his father; for when one does every thing, and
really loves one’s father, one does what the father re-
quires, not while he is there to see it, but when his back
is turned too. For the rest, he knows very well that I
can endure no effeminate fellow who has no human in-
clination in him ; who puts himself to shame; cannot
ride or shoot ; and withal is dirty in his person ; frizzles
his hair like a fool, and does not cut it off. And all this
I have a thousand times reprimanded, but all in vain,
and no improvement in nothing. . For the rest haughty,
proud as a churl ; Speaks to nobody but some few; and
is not popular and affable; and cuts grimaces with his
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face as if he were a fool; and does my will in nothing
but following his own whims ; no use to him in any
thing else. This is the answer.

“FrEpERICK WiLL1AM.”

The king was a hard drinker ; very intemperate. In
January, 1729, he was seized with a severe attack of the
gout. His boorish, savage nature was terribly developed
by the pangs of the disease. He vented his spleen
upon all who came within hearing of his tongue, or
reach of his crutch ; and yet this most incomprehensible
of men, while assailing his wife with the most vituperative
terms which the vocabulary of abuse could afford, would
never allow a profane expression or an indelicate allusion
in his presence! His sickness lasted five weeks.  Wil-
helmina writes, ¢ The pains of purgatory could not equal
those which we endured.”

The unhappy royal family at this time consisted of
the following children : Wilhelmina, Fritz, F rederica,
Charlotte, Sophie Dorothee, Ulrique, August Wilhelm,
Amelia, and Henry, who was a babe in arms.

Frederica, who is described as beautiful as an angel,
and a spoiled child of fifteen, became engaged to the
Marquis of Anspach. She was the only one of the
family who ventured to speak to her father with any
freedom. | One day, at the table, just before her ap-
proaching  nuptials, the king, who was then suffering
from the gout, asked her how she intended to regulate
her housekeeping. She replied, —

“I shall have a good table, delicately served, — better
than yours; and, if I have children, I will not maltreat
them as you do, nor force them to eat what they have
an aversion to.”
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¢ This,” writes Wilhelmina, ¢ put the king qute in a
fury ; but all his anger fell on my brother and me. He
first threw a plate at my brother’s head, who ducked out
of the way. He then let fly another at me, which I
avoided in like manner. He then rose into a passion
against the queen, reproaching her with the bad training
which she gave her children.

“ We rose from the table. ~As we had to pass nzar
him in- going out, he aimed a great blow at me with
his erutch, which, if I had not jerked away from it, would
have ended me. He chased me for a while in his wheel-
chair ; but the people drawing it gave me time to escape
to the queen’s chamber.”

While the king’s peculiarly irascible nature was thus
stimulated by the pangs of the gout, he was incessantly
venting his rage upon his wife and children.

“We were obliged,” writes Wilhelmina, “ to appear
at nine o’clock in the morning in his room. We dined
there; and did not dare to leave it, even for a moment.
Every day was passed by the king in invectives againsi
my brother and myself.  He no longer called me any
thing but the English blackguard : my brother was
named the rascal Fritz. He obliged us to eat and drink
the things for which we had an aversion. Every day
was marked by some sinister event. It was impossille
o raise one’s eyes without seeing some unhappy people
tormented in one way or another. The king’s restlessness
did not allow him to remain in bed : he had placed him-
self ina chair on rollers, and was thus dragged all-over
the place. His two arms rested upon erntches, which
supported them. We always followed this triumphal
car, like unhappy captives who are about to undergo
their sentence.”

CHAPTER II.

FRITZ, AND THE COMMENCEMENT OF HIS REIGN.

S we have mentioned, Fritz was very fond
of music. A veacher from Dresden, by the
name of Quantz, was secretly instructing
him on the flute. His mother, in sympathy
with her child, aided him in this gratifica-

9 4 tion. They both knew full well, that, should

G the king detect him with a flute in his hand,

the instrument would instantly be broken over the poor

boy’s head. Fritz resided with his regiment at Pots-

dam. He never knew when his father would make his
appearance.

Whenever Fritz was with his music-teacher, an inti-
mate friend, Lieut. Katte, was placed on the lookout.
His mother also, at Berlin, kept a vigilant watch, ready
to despatch a courier to her son whenever she suspected
that the king was about to visit Potsdam.

One day, the prinee, luxuriating in a rich: French
dressing-gown, was in the height of his clandestine en-
joyment with his flute, when he was terrified by Katte’s
bursting into the room with the announcement that his
wily and eyer-suspicious father was alieady at the door.
Katte and Quantz seized flute and music-books, and
rushed into a wood-closet. Fritz threw off his dressing-
gown, and, hurrying on his military coat, sat down at the
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¢ This,” writes Wilhelmina, ¢ put the king qute in a
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of the way. He then let fly another at me, which I
avoided in like manner. He then rose into a passion
against the queen, reproaching her with the bad training
which she gave her children.

“ We rose from the table. ~As we had to pass nzar
him in- going out, he aimed a great blow at me with
his erutch, which, if I had not jerked away from it, would
have ended me. He chased me for a while in his wheel-
chair ; but the people drawing it gave me time to escape
to the queen’s chamber.”
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table as if engaged in some abstruse mathematical prob-
lem. The father burst into the room, frowning like a
thunder-cloud. A French barber had dressed Fritz's
hair in the most approved Parisian style. The sight of
his frizzled curls called down upon the head of the prince
the most astonishing storms of vituperative epithets.

Just then, the king caught sight of the dressing-gown.
With a new outburst of rage, he crammed it into the
fire. Hating every thing that was French, he searched
the room, and collected every book he could find in that
language, of which Fritz had quite a library. Sending
for a neighboring bookseller, he ordered him to take
them away, and sell them for what they would bring
Had he chanced to open the door of the wood-closet,
Katte and Quantz would have been terribly beaten,
even had they escaped the headsman’s block.

“The king,” writes Wilhelmina, “almost caused my
brother and myself to die of hunger. ~ He always acted
as carver, and served everybody except us. When, by
chance, there remained any thing in the dish, he spit
into it to prevent our eating of it. I was abused with
insults. and invectives all day long, in every possible
manner, and before everybody.

“ The queen contrived in her bedroom a labyrinth of
screens, so that I could escape without being seen,
should the king suddenly enter. = Oue day, he surprised
us. In attempting to escape, several of the screens fell,
The king was at my heels, and tried to catch hold of
me and beat me. He overwhelmed me with abuse, and
endeavored to seize me by the hair. I fell upon the
floor, near the fire. The scene would have had a tragi-
cal end had it continued, as my clothes were actually
beginning to take fire. The king, fatigued with crying
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put and with his passion, at length put an end to it, and
went his way.”

Again Wilhelmina writes, “ This dear brother passed
Lis afternoons with me. We read and wrote together,
and occupied ourselves in cultivating our minds. The
king now never saw my brother without threatening
hirz with the cane.”

The following occurrence is recorded by Wilhelmina,
ag related to her by Fritz: « As I entered the king’s
room this morning, he first seized me by the hair, and
then threw me on the floor; along which, after having
exercised the vigor of his arm upon my person, he
ragged me, in spite of all my resistance, to a neighbor-
ing window. His object, apparently, was to perform the
office of the mutes of the seraglio ; for, seizing the cord
belonging to the curtain, he placed it around my neck.
I' seized both of his hands, and began to cry out. A
servant came to my assistance, and delivered me from
his hands.”

Ir: view of this event, Fritz wrote to his mother, « I
am in despair. The king has forgotten that I am his
son.. . This morning, at first sight of me, he seized me
by the collar, and struck me a shower of cruel blows
with his ratan. He was almost beside himself with
rage. I am driven to extremity. I have too much
bonor to endure such treatment, and I am resolved to
g1t an end to it one way or another.”

In June, 1730, the King of Poland held a magnificent
review at Miihlberg. Frederick William attended, tak-
g his son with him, - Fritz was exposed to every mor-
tification which his unnatural parent could inflict upon
him. In the presence of the monarch, the lords and
ladies, he was treated by his father with the grossest
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insults. The king even openly flogged him with a
ratan. Adding mockery to his cruelty, he said, —

“Had I been so treated by my father, I would have
blown my brains out. But this fellow has no honov:
he takes all that comes.”

Fritz, goaded to madness, attempted, with the aid of
u friend (Lieut. Katte), to escape to England. He was
arrested. . The king, in' his rage, seized him by the col-
lar, hustled him about, tore out handfuls of his hair,
and smote him on the face with his cane, causing the
blood to gush from his nose.

“Never before,” exclaimed the unhappy prince, “did
a Brandenburg face suffer the like of this. I cannct
endure the treatment which I receive from my father, —
his abuse and blows. I am so miserable, that I care but
little for my own life.”

The king assumed that his son, being an officer in the

army, was a,_deserter, and merited death. He impris-
oned him in a strong fortress to await his trial as a
deserter. He assailed Wilhelmina with the utmost
ferocity because she was in sympathy with her brother.

’

“ He no sooner noticed me,” writes Wilhelmina, ¢ tha.s
rage and fury took possession of him. He became blac’
in the face, his eyes sparkling fire, his mouth foaming.
‘Infamous wretch,” said he, ¢go keep your scoundrel
brother company!’

“Bo saying, he seized me with one hand, stiikine me
suveral blows in the face with the other fist. ()Ee of
the blows struck me on the temple. I lay on the floor
without consciousness. -~ The king, in his frenzy, pro-
ceeded to kick me out of the window, which opened to
the floor. The queen and my sisters ran between, pre-
venting him. My head was swollen with the blows
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which I had received. They threw water upon my
face to bring me to life ; which care I lamentably re-
proached them with, death being a thousand times better
in the pass things had come to. The king’s face was so
disfigured with rage, that it was frightful to look upon.

“¢] hope,” said he, ‘to have evidence to convict the
rascal Fritz and the wretch Wilhelmina, and to cut their
heads off. As for Fritz, he will always, if he lives, be
a worthless fellow. I have three other sons, who will
all turn out better than he has done.”

Wilhelmina was imprisoned in her room. Two senti-
nels were placed at the door. She was fed upon the
coarsest prison-fare. A court-martial was convened.
By order of the king, Fritz was condemned to die.
Lieut. Katte, the friend of Fritz, was accused of being
privy of the attempt of Fritz to escape, and of not mak-
ing it known. He was condemned to two years’, some
say to life-long, imprisonment. The king was exasper-
ated by the leniency of the verdict.

“Katte,” he exclaimed, “is guilty of high treason!
He shall die by the sword of the headsman ! ”

A scaffold was erected in ¢he yard of the castle where
Fritz, then a slender, fragile boy of eighteen, was im-
prisoned. Katte was taken to the scaffold on the death-
cart. Four grenadiers held Fritz at the window to
compel him to see his friend beheaded. Fritz fainted
as Katte’s head rolled upon the seaffold. The Emperor
of Germany interfered in behalf of the prince, whom his
father intended to have also beheaded. The kings of
Poland and Sweden also interfered. . Thus the life
of Fritz was saved.

Such were the influences under which the charactex
of Frederick the (ireat was formed. On the 20tk of
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November, 1731, Wilhelmina was, by moral compulsion,
married to the Marquis of Baireuth. The king gradually
became so far reconciled to his son as to treat him with
ordinary courtesy. By a similar compulsion, on the
8th of January, 1733, Fritz was married to Elizabeth,
daughter of the Duke of Brunswick. Elizabeth was
beautiful, amiable, and accomplished, and of irreproach-
able integrity of character.

But the Crown Prince of Prussia was cold, severe, un~
loving.  With undisguised reluctance, he took the har.d
of his innocent bride; while, then and ever after, he
treated her with the most cruel neglect. Soon after the
ceremony of marriage was performed, he caused, by
previous arrangement, a false alarm of fire to be raisod.
Frederick rushed from the apartment of his bride, and
did not return. He had often declared that he never
would receive the princess as his wife.

Frederick ever recognized the legal tie of their mar-
riage. On state occasions; he gave Elizabeth the position
of queen, and treated her with that stately courtesy
with which he addressed other ladies of the court who
were entitled to his respect. Such was the only recog-
nition Elizabeth ever received as his wife.

On the 81st of May, 1740, Frederick William, after &
long and painful sickness, found himself dying. That
dread hour had come to him, which, sooner or later,
comes to all. . He sent for a clergyman, M. Cochius,
and, as he entered, exclaimed, —

“ Pray for me!-—pray for me! My trust is in the
Saviour.”

He called for a mirror, and carefully examined hig
emaciated fealures “Not so worn out as I thought,”
he said : ““an ugly face, —as good as dead already.”
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As he was thus faintly and almost inarticulately
talking, he seemed to experience some monition that
death was immediately at hand. ¢ Lord Jesus,” he
exclaimed, “to thee I live; Lord Jesus, to thee I die.
In life and in death, thou art my gain.”

These were his last words on earth. Thus the sonl
of Frederick passed to the judgment-seat of Christ.

Fritz was now King of Prussia, — King Frederick II.
He was just completing his twenty-eighth year. His
realms comprised an area of about fifty-nine thousand
square miles; being about the size of the State of
Michigan. It contained a population of 2,240,000 souls.
Frederick was absolute monarch, restrained by no par-
liament, no constitution, no custom, or laws superior tc
his own resolves. He commenced his reign by declar-
ing that there should be entire freedom of conscience in
religion, that the press should be free, and that it was
his wish to make every one of his subjects contented
and happy.

Speedily he taught all about him that he was to be
undisputed monarch. ‘T hope,” said a veteran officer,
speaking in behalf of himself and his sons, “ that we
ghall retain the same posts and authority as in the last
reign.”

“The same posts,” replied the king, ¢ certainly. Au-
thority — there is none but that which resides in the
sovereign.”’

One of his boon-companions advanced, as had been
his wont, to meet him jovially. The young monarch,
fixing a stern eye upon him, almost floored him with the
rebuff, ¢ I am now king !”

Those who had been his friends in the days of his ad-
versity were not rewarded ; those who had been his foes
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were not punished. The Giant Guard was disbanded ,
and, instead of them, four regiments of men of ordinary
stature were organized. The king unexpectedly devel-
oped a very decided military taste. He immediately
raised his standing) army to over ninety thousand men.
Very systematically, every hour was assigned to some
specific daty. He rose at four o’clock in the morning :
asiigle servant lighted his fire, shaved him, and dressed
his hair. He allowed but fifteen minutes for his morn-
ing toilet. The day was devoted untiringly to the im-
mense cares Which devolved upon him.

and ever treated her, when it was necessary thut they
should meet, with cold civility, ~Gradually ‘these meet-
ings grew rare, until, after three or four years, they
ceased almost entirely. ~ Frederick was anxious to em-
bellish. his reign with men of literary and scientific
celebrity. - He established ‘an academy of sciences,
corresponded with distingtished scholars in other parts
of Europe, and commenced correspondence and intimate
friendship with Voltaire.

On the River Maas, a few miles from Liege, there was
a renowned castle, which, with some thousand surround-
ed acres of land, had long been considered a dependency
of the lords of Herstal. Frederick demanded this prnl;-
erty upon a claim too intricate to be here fully explained.
Voltaire, who drew up the manifesto, deelarés the claim
to have been a mere pretext. Two thousand men,
horse and foot, were sent to take possession of the sur;
rounding territory, and to quarter themselves upon the
nhabitants until ‘the property, or its equivalent, was
surrendered.

The Bishop of Liege, who was in possession, was a
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feeble old man of eighty-two years. Resistance was
impossible. The sum of a hundred and eighty thou-
sand dollars was paid as a ransom. “ This,” writes
Voltaire, * the king exacted in good hard ducats, which
served to pay the expenses of his pleasure-tour to Stras-
burg.”

On the 20th of October, 1740, the Emperor Charles VI.
died. He left no son. That he might secure the crown
to his daughter, Maria Theresa, and thus save Europe
from a war of succession, which otherwise appeared in-
evitable, he issued a decree called *The Pragmatic
Sanction.” This law had been accepted and ratified by
the several estates of the Austrian monarchy. Prussia,
all the leading powers of Europe,— England, France,
Spain, Russia, Poland, Sweden, Denmark, — and the
Germanic body, had solemnly pledged themselves to
maintain the Pragmatic Sanction.

Thus, by the death of the emperor, his daughter
Maria Theresa, a very beautiful young wife, twenty-four
years of age, whose husband was Franeis, Duke of Lor-
raine, and who was just about to become a mother, in-
herited the crown of Austria. She was inexperienced ;
had scarcely the shadow of an army: and her treasury
was deplorably empty.

On the south-eastern frontier of Prussia, between
that kingdom and Poland, Maria Theresa had a province
called Silesia. It was about twice as large as the State
of Vermont, and contained a population of two millions.
For more than a century, Silesia had belonged to Austria.
The assent of Europe had sanctioned the fitle.

Frederick was ambitious of enlarging his dominions:
it was not pleasant to be king of a realm so small, that
other sovereigns looked upon it with contempt. With

8
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his powerful standing army, it was easy to take militury
possession of Silesia : it had no strong fortresses: thera
were not two thousand Austrian soldiers in the province.
Frederick could present no claim to the territory which
was deserving the slightest respect. In conversation
with his friends, he frankly admitted, that ambition,
interest, the desire of making people talk about me,
carried the day; and I decided for war.”

With the utmost secrecy he matured his plans, gathered
his army near the frontier, and then, after some slight
diplomatic manceuvring, but without any declaration of
war, rushed his troops across the border, and commenced
taking military possession of all the important posts. It
was proposed that he should place upon the banners the
words, ¢ For God and our Country.” = ¢ Strike out the
words, “ For Grod,”” said the king : « I am marching to
gain a province, not for religion.”

That Austria might not send troops to the rescue of
her invaded province, Frederick commenced his cam-
paign in mid-winter. The roads were miry: storms of
sleet' swept the bleak plains: there was scarcely any
enemy to be encountered: In the course of a few weeks,
the whole country seemed subjugated. Frederick left
Bezlin for this campaign on the 12th of December, 1740,
The latter part of January, he returned to receive the
congratulations of his subjects upon the conquest of
Silesia. In six weeks he had overrun the province, and
virtually annexed it to his realms.

But Maria Theresa developed character which alike
surprised Frederick and all Europe. ~The chivalrie
spirit of the surrounding monavchies was enlisted in
behalf of & young queen thus unjustly assailed, and
despoiled of an important provinee of her realms. The
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preparations which Maria Theresa made to regain her
lost possessions induced Frederick to send an army of
sixty thousand men into Silesia to hold firmly his con-
quest. A terrible war was the consequence, —a war in
which nearly all the nations of Europe became involyed,
and which extended even to the distant colonial posses-
sions of England and France. Millions of money were
expended, hundreds of thousands of lives sacrificed,
cities sacked, and villages burned ; while an amount of
misery was spread through countless homes which no
imagination can gauge.

Year after year rolled on, while the strife was con-
tinuing in ever-increasing fury. France, wishing to
weaken Austria, joined Frederick ; England, jealous of
France, joined Maria Theresa; Prussia, Sweden, and
Poland were drawn into the maelstrom of fire and
blood. The energy displayed by Frederick was such as
the world had never before witnessed: he was alike re-
gardless of his own comfort and that of his soldiers.
His troops were goaded forward, alike over the burning
plains, beneath the blaze of a summer’s sun, and
through winter’s storms and drifts and freezing gales.

“ On the head of Frederick,” writes Macaulay, * is all
the blood which was shed in a war which raged during
many years and in every quarter of the globe, — the
bleod of the column of Fontenoy, the blood of the brave
mountaineers who were slaughtered at Culloden. -« The
evils produced by this wickedness were felt in lands
where the name of Frederick was unknown. In order
that he might rob a neighbor whom he had promised to
defend, black men fought on the coast of Coromandel
and red men scalped each other by the Great Lakes of
North America.”
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Frederick was equally versed in diplomacy and in
war. He did not hesitate to resort to any measures ot
intrigue, or of what would usually be called treachery,
to accomplish his ends. Several of the victories which
he gained gave him world-wide renown. By a secret
treaty, in which he perfidiously abandoned his French
allies, he obtained possession of the Fortress of Neisse,
and thus became, for a time, undisputed master of Si-
lesia.

On the 11th of November, 1741, Frederick returned
to Berlin, congratulating himself and his subjects with
the delusion, that his conquest was established, and that
there would be no further efforts on the part of Austria
to regain the provinee. - He was thus secure, as he sup-
posed, in'the possession of Silesia.

There seems to have been no sense of honor or of
honesty in any of these regal courts... The province of
Moravia was a part of the Austrian kingdom: it was
governed by a marquis, and was about one-third larger
than the State of Massachusetts.” Frederick entered
into' an allianee with Saxony, Bavaria, and France, to
wrest that territory from- Maria Theresa. Moravia,
which bounded Silesia on the south, was to be annexed,
in general, to Saxony; but Frederick, in consideration
of his services, was to receive a strip five miles in width
along the whole southern frontier of Silesia. = This strip
contained ' the important military posts of Troppau,
Friedenthal, and Olmutz. Again the storms of war
burst forth with renewed fury; again Frederick dis-
played that extraordinary energy which has filled the
world with his renown.

In vhe midst of winter, on the 26th of January, 1742,
Frederick set out upon this campaign. Speaking of the
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first day’s movement from Glatz to Landscrona, Gen.
Stille says, —

“It was such a march as I never before witnessed.
Through the ice and through the snow which covered
that dreadful chain of mountains, we did not arrive till
very late: many of our carriages were broken down,
and others were overturned more than once.”

By the skilful diplomacy of Frederick, aided by
France, Maria Theresa was thwarted in her efforts to
place her husband, Duke Francis, on the throne of the
empire; and Charles Albert, King of Bavaria, was
chosen emperor. This was regarded as a great triumph
on the part of Frederick. Charles Albert, whose life
from the cradle to the grave was a constant tragedy,
took the title of the Emperor Charles VII.

Frederick, in the intensity of his earnestness, was
greatly annoyed by the lukewarmness of his allies. He
was not disposed to allow any considerations of humani-
ty to stand in the way of his plans. Regardless of his
own comfort, he was equally regardless of that of his
troops. But the allies, whom he had with some difficulty
drawn into the war, and who were not goaded on by his
ambition, had no taste for campaigning through blinding,
smothering snow-storms, and bivouacking on frozen
plains swept by wintry gales.

At last, Frederick, in disgust, withdrew from his allies,
and with marvellous sagacity and determination, though
at an awful expense of suffering and death on the part
of his troops, conducted the campaign to suit his own
purposes, and in accordance with his own views. An
incessant series of bloody battles ensued. Cities were
bombarded, villages laid in ashes, and whole provinces
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devastated and almost depopulated. Frederick was
again triumphant.

On the 11th of June, 1742, a treaty of peace was
signed at Breslau. Again his conquest was assured to
him : ‘Silesia was ceded to Frederick and his heirs for-
evermyre.  Elate with vietery, the young conqueror
cantoned his troops in Silesia, and, with a magnificent
suite, galloped to Berlin, greeted all along the road by
the enthusiastic acclaim of the people.

In the following terms, Frederick, in his ¢ Histoire
de mon Temps,” narrates the results of these two cam-
paigns : —

* Thus was Silesia re-united to the dominions of
Prussia. - Two years of war sufficed for the conquest of
this important province. The treasure which the late
king had left was nearly exhausted. ' But it is a cheap
purchase where whole provinces are bought for seven or
eight mullions of erowns. The union of circumstances
at the moment peculiarly favored this enterprise. It
was necessary for it that France should allow itself to
be drawn into the war; that Russia should be attacked
by Sweden; that from timidity the Hanoverians and
Saxons should remain inactive; that the successes of
the I’russians should be uninterrupted; and that the
King of England should become, in spite of himself, the
instrument of its aggrandizement.

“ What, however, contributed most to this conquest
was an army, which had been formed for twenty-two
years by means of a discipline admirable in itself, and
superior to the troops of the rest of Europe ; generals
who were wue patriots; wise and incorruptible min-
istexs ; and, finally, a certain good fortune which often
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sccompanies youth, and often deserts a more advanced
age.”

Maria Theresa regarded the loss of Silesia as the act
of a highway robber. She never ceased to deplore the
calamity. If the word * Silesia ” were spoken in her
presence, her eyes woula be immeaiately flooded with
tears.




CHAPTER III.
THE SEVEN-YEARS WAR.

REDERICK, having obtained Silesia, felt now
disposed to cultivate the arts of peace. He
had withdrawn from his allies, and entered
into externally friendly relations with Austria.
But still the storms of war were raging over
nearly the whole of Europe. = Though Fred-
erick had dexterously escaped from the tem-

pest with the spoil he had seized, other nations were still
involved in the turmoil.

Maria Theresa became signally victorious over France.
Austrian generals had arisen who were developing great
military ability, Bohemia and Bavaria were recon-
quered by Austria; and the emperor, Charles VI., deso-
late, sad, and pain-stricken, was driven from his realms.
Encouraged by these successes, Maria Theresa was
quietly preparing to win back Silesia.

Thus influenced, Frederick, in the spring of 1744,
entered into a new alliance with France and the emper-
or. With characteristic foresight, he had kept his army
i the highest state of discipline; and his magazines
were abundantly stored with. all the materials of war.
Having arranged with his allies that he was to receive,
as his share of the spoils of the anticipated victory, the
three important Bohemian principalities of Kéniggratz,

L)
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Buntzlau, and Leitmeritz, he issued a manifesto, saying,
with unblushing falsehood, —

“IIis Prussian majesty requires nothing for himself -
he has taken up arms simply to restore to the emperor
his imperial crown, and to Europe peace.”

In three strong military columns the king entered
Bohemia, and on the 4th of September, having thus fas
encountered no opposition, invested Prague. The cam-
paign proved to be the most sanguinary and woful he
had yet experienced. The sweep of maddened armies
spread desclation and misery over all Bohemia. Starv-
ing soldiers snatched the bread from the mouths of
starving women and children. Houseless families froze
in the fields. In the dead of winter, Frederick was
compelled to retire to Silesia in one of the most dis-
astrous retreats recorded in the annals of war.

Cantoning his shattered army in the Silesian villages,
he returned to Berlin to prepare for a new campaign.
His pecuniary resources were exhausted, his army dread-
fully weakened, and his matériel of war impaired or con-
sumed.

It was in such hours of difficulty that the genius of
Frederick was developed. The victorious Austrians
had pursued his troops into Silesia. . The unhappy
emperor died in poverty and pain. France alone re-
mained an ally to Krederick. His situation seemed
almost hopeless. < On the 29th of March, 1745, he
wrote from Neisse to his minister, Podewils, at Ber-
lin,—

“ We find ourselves in a great crisis. If we do not,
by mediation of England, get peace, our enemies from

different sides will come plunging in aguainst me. Peace

I cannot force them to; but, if we must have war, we
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will either beat them, or none of us will ever see Bexlin
again.”

On the 20th of April he again wrote, “If we needs
must fight, we will do it like men driver desperate.
Never was there a greater peril than that I am now in.
The game I play is so high, one cannot contemplate the
issue in cold blood.”

Another desolating campaign, with its series of san-
cuinary battles, ensued. At Hohen-Friedberg and at
Sohr, Frederic gained great victories, though at the ex-
pense of the terrible slaughter of his own and of the
Austrian troops. Dreadful as were the blows he in-
flicted upon others, he received blows almost equally
terrible himself. At length, once more a victor, having
captured Dresden, the capital of Saxony, he again
sheathed his dripping sword, and concluded a peace.
In his comments upon this war, Frederick writes, —

“ Considering, therefore, things at their true value, we
are obliged to acknowledge that this contest was in every
respect only useless effusion of blood, and that the con-
tinued vyictories of the Prussians only helped to confirm
to them the possession of Silesia. Indeed, if considera-
tion and reputation in arms meant that efforts should
be made to obtain them, undoubtedly Prussia, by gaining
them, was recompensed for having undertaken the war.
But this was all she gained for it ; and even this imagi-
nary advantage excited feelings of envy against her.”?

Frederick returned to his capital on the 1st of January,
1746. Prussia now enjoyed a few years of repose. The
king., with energies which never tired, devoted himself
to the development of the resources of his realms, and,

! Histoire de mon Temps
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like Cesar, to writing the history of his own great
achievements. In a letter to Voltaire upon this subject,
he writes modestly, —

“¢The History of my Own Time,” which at present
occupies me, is not in the way of memoirs or commenta-
ries. My own history hardly enters into my plan ; for I
consider it a folly in any one to think himself sufficiently
remarkable to render it necessary that the whole uni~
verse should be informed of the details relating to him.
I describe generally the disturbed state of Europe ; and I
have particularly endeavored to expose the folly and the
contradictions which may be remarked in those who
govern it.”"?

The impulse which Frederick gave to industry was
very great ; and the reforms which were introduced into
the laws by the Code Frederick were worthy of all praise,
when compared with the semi-barbaric and confused
system which had before existed. During this time,
Frederick became involved in a bitter quarrel with Vol-
taire, into the details of which we have no space here to
enter. But again the clouds of war began to gather,
and darken the horizon.

Maria Theresa, ever anxious to regain Silesia, entered,
with that object in view, into a secret alliance with
Elizabeth, Empress of Russia, and with Augustus ITT.
of Poland. Both Elizabeth and Maria Theresa enter-
tained a very strong personal dislike for Frederick. The
Marchioness of Pompadour, who ruled France, had con-
sidered herself insulted by the sarcasms of his Prussian
majesty. Anxious for revenge, she also joined the alli-
ance. It so chanced, at that time, that three women

1 Letter to Voltaire of the 24th of April, 1747.
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ruled Continental Europe. These three women were
arrayed against Frederick. Thus, in addition to the im-
portant diplomatic issues which were involved, personal
pique envenomed the conflict. There were also many
rumors that Frederick was contemplating additional
conquests.  Frederick, by bribery, became acquainted
with the plan of the coalition. It was nothing less than
taking possession of Prussia, and essentially dividing it
between them ; leaving to their vanquished foe, perhaps,
a small duchy or marquisate. The king resolved to an-
ticipate his foes, and to strike them before they had
begun to move. France was at that time at war with
England, and hoped to take Hanover. This led the
British court, trembling for its Continental possession, to
enter into a reluctant and inefficient alliance with Prussia.
Thus commenced the Seven-Years” War.

France had already assembled an immense force on
the Rhine to march upon Prussia from the west. The
Swedes, who had been drawn into the alliance, and the
Russians, were marshalling their forees in Pomerania and
Livonia for an attack from the north. Austria had
gathered ‘a_hundred and fifty thousand men on the
frontiers of Silesia to invade Prussia from the south.
Prussia seemed now doomed to destruction.

Frederick, having demanded, as a matter of form, the
object of these military demonstrations, and receiving
an evasive answer, informed the court of Vienna that
lie considered their answer a declaration of war. Im-
mediately, three divisions of the Prussian army, amount-
ing in all to over a hundred thousand men, entered
Saxony, and were soon united near Dresden. Dresden
was easily captured ; and its archives fell into the hands
of the victor. Immense sums of money were levied
from the people.
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Austria rushed to the aid of Saxony. The utmost
human energy was expended in the mortal struggle.
The reader would weary at the recital of the names
even of the battle-fields. Dispersing his foes, though at
a vast expense of misery and blood on the part of his
own troops, the Prussian monarch rushed into Bohemia,
and fell fiercely upon the Austrian troops intrenched
outside of the walls of Prague. The renowned battle
of Prague, which, says Carlyle, * sounded through all the
world, and used to deafen us in drawing-rooms within
man’s memory,” was fought on the 5th of May, 1757.

“This battle,” writes Frederick, *“ which began to-
wards nine in the morning, and lasted till eight at night,
was one of the bloodiest of the age. The enemy lost
twenty-four thousand men. The Prussian loss amounted
to eighteen thousand. This day saw the pillars of the
Prussian infantry cut down.”

The routed Austrians fled for shelter behind the walls
of Prague. The city, which contained one hundred
thousand inhabitants, was quite unprepared for a siege.
The garrison, daily expecting an Austrian army to march
to its relief, held out with great firmness. The scene
of misery witnessed in Prague was awful. An incessant
storm of shot and shell fell upon the crowded dwellings.
Conflagrations were continually bursting forth. There
was no safety anywhere. ' Famine cameé; pestilence fol-
lowed. Demons eould not have inflicted more misery
than the wretched inhabitants of Prague endured.

At length the banners of Marshal Daun appeared,
waving over sixty thousand Austrians. The antagonists
met, and fought with the utmost ferocity. The slaugh-
ter on both sides was awful. Frederick, almost frantic
with grief, saw his battalions melting away before the
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batteries of the foe. Six times his cavalry charged
six times they were repulsed. Frederick was beaten.
Sullenly he withdrew, leaving fourteen thousand behind
him slain, or prisoners. With but twenty-five thousand
men, their ranks shattered and bleeding, and their hearts
jespondent, Frederick retreated to the Fortress of Bres-
tau in Silesia. An allied force of minety thousand Aus-
(vians and French pursued them. Soon another terrific
battle ensued. ) The Prussians, haying lost eight thou-
sand more men, were driven from Breslau.

It was now mid-winter. The allies supposed that
Frederick was ruined. The Austrians spoke of his shat-
tered bands with ridicule and contempt. ~Marvellous are
the vicissitudes of war. On the 4th of December, 1757,
the antagonistic hosts again met on the Plains of Lissa.
Frederick had thirty thousand men ; the allies, ninety
thousand. The battle was short and decisive: it lasted
only from the hour of noon to the going-down of the sun.

The Austrians were thoroughly routed. Seven thou
sand of their slain were strewed oyer the blood-stained
snow. Twenty thousand were made prisoners. All
their baggage, their military chest, one hundred and
thirty-four pieces of cannon, and fifty-nine standards,
fell into the hands of the victors. The Prussians paid
for this victory five thousand lives.

Frederick, with triumphant: banners, marched upon
Breslau. The city capitulated, surrendering its whole
garrison of eighteen thcusand men and its supplies.
The victor then turned upon the approaching Russians,
and drove them out of the kingdom. He then advanced
upon the Swedes: theyfled precipitately to take shelter
behind the walls of Stralsund. Thus terminated the
campaign of 1757.
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During the winter, both parties were recruiting their
strength for the renewal of the fight. The returning
sun of spring opened new woes for war-stricken Europe.
The summer was passed in a series of incessant bat-
tles, sweeping over nearly the whole of Germany Tn
the battle of Hochkirchen, on the 14th of October,
Frederick, in his turn, encountered a woful defeat. He
retreated, leaving behind him nine thousand slain or
prisoners, and a hundred and one guns. Nothing deci-
sive was accomplished by the enormous expenditure of
treasure, and the carnage and woe of this campaign.
Thus ended the third year of this cruel and wasting
war.

The spring of 1759 came. Maria Theresa was elated
by her victories at the close of the last campaign. The
allies redoubled their efforts. Catholic Germany gener-
ally rallied with religious zeal against heretical Prussia
and England. England, a maritime nation, could afford
Frederick but little assistance, save in money. Her
oifts in that respect were small, amounting to but little
over three millions of dollars a year. Indeed, England
did but little, save to proteet her own province of
Hanover.

The armies of France, Austria, Poland, Sweden, and
Russia, were now marching upon depopulated and impov-
erished Prussia. = Theallies represented a population of
over a hundred millions. The population of Prussia
was less than five millions. Thus Frederick had against
hix about twenty to one. With incredible exertions,
the king had raised forty thousand troops. Early in
June, he met eighty thousand of the allies near Frank-
fort on the Oder.  Both parties were vanquished : first
the allies in awful slaughter; then, by a sudden and un«
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expected turn in the tide of battle, the Prussians wers
overwhelmed.

Frederick, in the moment of supposed success, sent
the following despatch to Berlin: ¢ We have driven
the enemy from his intrenchments. In two hours, ex-
pect to hear of & glorious victory.”

The two hours of battle’s hideous and hateful clamor
passed away ; and another cotrier was despatched with
the appalling message, * Remove from Berlin with the
royal family. Let the archives be carried to Potsdain,
and the capital make conditions with the enemy.”

Twenty-four thousand of the allies, and twenty thou-
sand Prussians, fell on that bloody day. Two horses
were shot beneath Frederick; and his clothes were
pierced with many balls. In the darkness of the night,
he retreated with the remnant of his trogps. The allies
had suffered so severely, that they did not attempt to
pursue.

Disaster never disheartened Frederick : it only
aroused anew his energies. ~ With amazing vigor he ral-
lied his scattered forces, dismantled distant fortresses,
and brought their cannon-into the field, and in a few
days was at the head of twenty-eight thousand men to
dispute the advance of the foe upon Berlin. Week af-
ter week, the thunders of war continued to echo over
this  wretched land. = Winter came. The soldiers, on
both sides, suffering more from famine, frost, and sick-
ness, than from the bullets of the foe, could no longer
remain in the open field. In the Austrian army, four
thousand died in sixteen days from the inclemency of
the weather.« Thus terminated the campaign of 1759,
the fourth year of this desperate conflict.

The spring of 1760 found both parties equally eager
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for the renewal of the war. Maria Theresa was elate
with hope. Frederick was inspired by despair: the vet-
eran army of the Prussians was almost annihilated.
The Prussian king had filled his broken ranks with
peasants and boys, and any raw recruits whom he could
force into the ranks by the energies of absolute power.
With his utmost efforts, he could muster but seventy-
five thousand men ; and these, to use his own language,
¢“were half peasants, half deserters from the enemy, —
soldiers no longer fit for service, but only for show.”
The  deserters” were prisoners of war, whom Freder-
ick had compelled to enlist under his banners.

The allies were marching upon him with two hun-
dred and fifty thousand men. Against such unequal
numbers, Frederick fought with energy and skill which
filled Europe with wonder. Villages were burned ;
harvests were trampled under foot; fields were crim-
soned with gore; widows and orphans starved on the
dreary plains; and still there were no decisive results.
On the whole, the campaign was in Frederick’s favor.
To the surprise of all, he had succeeded in thwarting
the endeayors of the allies to crush him. Again the
combatants retired to winter-quarters ; and the fifth year
of the war was ended.

Frederick, in his correspondence with his friends, con-
fessed that his prospects were hopeless. He, however,
resolved to struggle to the last, and to bury himself be-
neath the ruins of his kingdom. Having rejected
Christianity, and having none of the consolations of
religion to sustain him, he carried constantly with him
a phial of poison, that, as a last resort, he might commit
suicide.

The sixth campaign, that of 1761, proved uneventful.

4
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Frederick fortified himself with so much skill at Kune,tm-
dorf, that the allies did not venture to attack him.
They surrounded him in large numbers, as hounds sur-
round a tiger at bay.. There were many bloody skir-
mishes and sieges: large regions were devastated, and
thousands perished in their misery. Frederick encoun-
tered severe reverses, and was, apparently, every month
approaching nearer to his end. ~Despairing, _\iet reso-
lute, when the storms of winter drove the allies from
the field, the Prussians sought refuge-in a camp near
Leipsic. . The sixth year of blood and woe had ended.

Frederick could no longer conceal his despondency.
The English withdrew their subsidy: the Prussians de-
clared that they could struggle no longer against such
fearful odds. The allies were elated: it seemed mani-
fest that one campaign more would finish their work,
and that Prussia would lie helpless at their feet. In
this dark hour, in a day as it were, the whole prospect
became ehanged.

One individual chanced to be taken sick and die:
that individual was Elizabeth, the Empress of Russia.
She died on the 5th-of January, 1762. Her death
changed the fate of Europe. Peter 1II., who succeeded
Elizabeth, hated Maria Theresa, and admired Frederick.
He ordered his troops immediately to withdraw from the
alliance, and sent them to the aid of Frederick. The
Swedish court was so allied with that of Russia, that
their troops also withdrew. Peter III. even solicited a
position for himself in the Prussian army.

The change was as sudden as that caused by a turn
in the kaleidoscope. Again there yas a transient re-
verse. Peter IIL. was assassinated. His wife, the world-
renowned Catharine II., ascended the throne: she dis-
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solved the Prussian alliance, and ordered her troops to
return to Russia. In the mean time, Frederick had
roused the Turks against Austria. Before the Russians
had left his camp, he attacked the Austrians with his
accustomed impetuosity, and they were routed with
great loss. Maria Theresa was now in dismay: her
allies were leaving her; her treasury was exhausted.
The Turks, sweeping all opposition before them, were
ascending the Danube: Frederick, victorious, was en-
riching himself with the spoils of Saxony and Bohemia.
On the 15th of February, 1763, peace was concluded.
Frederick retained Silesia.

According to Frederick’s computation, the conquest
of the provinee had cost the lives of six hundred and
seventy thousand of the allies, and one hundred and
eighty thousand Prussians who had perished on the field
of battle. The treasure expended and wasted in the
desolations of war can never be estimated ; neither can
there be any accurate estimate of the hundreds of thou-
sands of men, women, and children, who had perished
of exposure, famine, pestilence, and misery. The popu-
lation of Prussia had diminished five hundred thousand
during the Seven-Years' War.

The day after the treaty of peace was signed, Freder-
ick wrote to his friend D'Argens, * For me, poor old
man that I am, I return to a town where I know noth-
ing but the walls; where I find no longer' any of my
friends; where great and laborious duties await me ;
and where I shall soon lay my old bones in an asylum
which can neither be troubled by war, by calamities,
nor by the wickedness of men.”

Under the energetic and sagacious administration of
Frederick, Prussia rapidly recovered from its ruinous
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condition. ¢ To form an idea,” he writes, ¢ of the gen-
eral subversion, and how great were the desolation and
discouragement, you must represent to yourself coun-
tries entirely ravaged, the very traces of the old habita-
tions hardly diseoverable : of the towns, some were 1'ui11|;(}
from top to bottom, others: half destro;:cd by fire. Of
chirteen thousand houses, the very vestiges were gone ;
there was no field in seed, no grain for the food of the
inhabitants 3 noble and peasant had been pillaged, ran-
somed, foraged, eaten out by so many different armies,
that nothing was now left them but life and miserable
rags.”

CHAPTER IV.

THE PARTITION OF POLAND, AND THE INVASION OF
FRANCE.

OTWITHSTANDING the acquisitions which
Frederick had made to his domains, Prussia
was still but a feeble kingdom, compared
with the great monarchies of Austria, France,
and Russia. To place Prussia upon any
thing like an equality with these first-class
powers, it was necessary for his Prussian
majesty still more to enlarge his realms.

The kingdom of Poland oceupied a territory of two
hundred and eighty-four thousand square miles. It
contained a population of twenty millions. Poland was
surrounded by Austria, Russia, and Prussia. It is not
certain with whom the idea originated, of dismembering
this kingdom, — whether with the Russian empress, or
with Frederick. The king was chosen by the nobles.
Upon the death of Augustus, King of Poland, on the 5th
of October, 1763, Catharine, by bribery, succeeded ia
placing upon the throne a handsome young Pole, Stanis
laus Poniatowski, who had for some time been a very
special favorite at her court. - He was crowned King of
Poland on the Tth of September, 1764.

Two or three years passed away of wars and insur-

rections, and all the usual tumult and woe which have
3]
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characterized the progress of the nations. There wers
some secret interviews between the cour:s of Russia,
Prussia, and Austria, in which it is supposed that ths
question of the dismemberment of Poland was agitated.
Frederick, however, informs us that he at length sent
to Catharine a sketch of a plan for partitioning several
provinces in Poland; * to which,” he says, * the court
at Petersburg, intoxicated with its own outlooks on
Turkey, paid not the least attention.” !

Joseph, the son of Maria Theresa, had become em-
peror, through the agency of his mother, after the death
of his father, the Emperor Francis.” On the 25th of
August, 1769, he visited Frederick, at Neisse. Under
cloak of the festivities, the all-important question was
discussed, of the partition of Poland, which was then
in such a state of anarchy as to render any attempt at
resistance hopeless. Another interview took place be-
tween the King of Prussia and the emperor, on the 8d
of September, 1770, at Neustadt, near Austerlitz.

Not long after this interview, Frederick drew up a
new plan of partition, which he presented to Russia
and ‘Austria. By this plan, which was adopted, Russia
took eighty-seven thousand five hundred square miles.
Austria received sixty-two thousand five hundred. The
share which was allotted to Prussia was but nine thou-
sand four hundred and sixty-four square miles. Small,
in respect to territory, as was Prussia’s share, it was re-
garded, in consequence of its position and the character
of the region, equally valuable with the other portions.

In the carrying-out of these measures of partition,
which the world has usually regarded as one of the most

! @uvres de Frédéric, vi. 26.
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ntrocious acts of robbery on record, resort was had both
to bribery and force. A common fund was raised by
the three powers to purchase the acquiescence of the lead-
ing members of the Polish diet. Each of the confeder-
ate powers also sent an army to the frontiers of Poland
to erush the distracted people, should any forcible resist-
ance be attempted. Thus the deed was accomplished.

It would seem that the conscience of Maria Theresa
recoiled from the political crime; but she was over-
borne by her son, the emperor, and by the imperious
spirit of the prime-minister, Kaunitz. While, therefore,
reluctantly she gave her assent to the measure, she
issued the following extraordinary document: —

“ When all my lands were invaded, and I knew not
where in the world to be brought to bed in, I relied ox
my good right and the help of God. But in this thing,
where not only public law cries to heaven against us,
but also all natural justice and sound reason, I must
confess never in my life to have been in such trouble.
I am ashamed to show my face. Let the prince (Kau-
nitz) consider what an example we are giving to the
world, if, for a miserable piece of Poland, we throw our
honor and reputation to the winds. I see well that I
am alone, and no more in vigor: therefore I must, though
tomy very great sorrow, let things take their course.”!

Invallusion to the same gubject, Frederick writes, ** A
new career came to open itself to me; and one must
have been either without address, or buried in stupidity,
not to have profited by an opportunity so advantageous.
I seized this unexpected opportunity by the forelock.
By dint of negotiating and intriguing, I succeeded in

1 “Hormayr, Taschenbuch, 1881, s. 66.” — Cited by Dr. J. D. E. Preuss
fustoriographer of Brandenburg, in his Life of Frederick the Great, iv. 88.
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indemnifying our monarchy for its past lqsses hv incor-
porating Polish Prussia with my old provinces.’ .

It was unquestionably a great benefit to th'e region,
thus acquired, to.be brought under the energetic admin-
istration of Frederick. ¢ As Frederick’s seven years
struggls of war may be called superhnmar{, so was there
also, in his present labor of peace, something enormous,
which appeared to his contemporaries almost preternat-
ural, — at times inhuman. It was grand, but also terri-
ble, that the success of the whole was to him, at all
moments, the one thing to be sfriven after. The com-
fort of the individual was of no concern at all.”!

Frederick died, as he had lived, a dreary death of
pain and hopelessness. He had no faith in the immor-
tality of the soul, or in the existence of any God who
{akce an interest in the affairs of men:  In the severe
anguish of his dying-hours, he avoided any allusions fo
religious subjects. There i8 no royal road to the tomb.
The sufferings of the dying monarch were very severe ;
but he bore them without a murmur. The king was
unreasonably dissatisfied with his physicians, who could
not relieve him from pain; and sent for the renowned
Dr. Zimizerman of Hanover. In the following terms,
Dr. Zimmerman describes the appearance of the king at
his first interview : —

“ When I entered the apartment of the king, I found
him sifting in an elbow-chair, with his back tuned to-
ward that side of the room by which I had entered.
He had on his head a large hat very much worn, orna-
mented with a plume of feathers equally ancient. His
dress consisted of a cloak of sky-blue satin, all bedaubed

! Freytug, p. 897.
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and tinged (of a brownish-yellow color) with Spanish
snuff.  He wore hoots, and rested one of his legs, whick
was very much swelled, upon a stool; while the other
hung down to the floor.

“ When he perceived me, he pulled off his hat in
a very civil and condescending manner, and in a mild
tone of voice said, ‘I return you many thanks, sir,
for your kindness in coming hither, and for the speed
with which you have performed your journey.’ !

At times, the king appeared exceedingly dejected.
There could have been but little in the memory of the
past to give him pleasure. The present was shrouded
in the gloom of sickness in its most painful and revolt-
ing forms. The future opened before him but the
abyss of annihilation. One day, as the doctor entered
his room, the king greeted him with the words: —

“Doctor, I am an old carcass, fit only to be thrown
to the dogs.”

The doctor at length was compelled to leave his
royal patient, and return to Hanover. “I left the
king,” he writes, “not only in a dangerous, but in
a desperate condition, — with a confirmed dropsy, to
all appearance an abscess in the lungs, and such a
prostration of strength, that he could neither stand nor
move without support.”

In taking leave of Dr. Zimmerman, the king said,
‘“ Adieu, my good, my dear Mr. Zimmerman! |
ask pardon of your patients for having deprived thein
of your assistance. I thank you for your kindness in
staying with me so long.  May you be always happy !
Do not forget the old man you have seen here.”

1 Entretiens de Frédéric, Roi de Prusse, avec le Docteur Zimmerman.
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For six weeks longer, the dying king remained in
a state of constant suffering. The dropsy was in his
stomach and chest. His limbs were greatly swollen,
frequently bursting into loathsome and very offensive
wounds. Asthma caused him to gasp for breath. He
could not lie down by night or by day, but was confined
to a wearisome position in his chair. Mirabeau, who
was in Berlin at the time, writes, —

« The king has not been in bed for six weeks. The
swelling augments. He sees it, but will not perceive
what it is, or, at least, will not appear to do so. He
talks as if it were a swelling accompanying conva-
lescence. He is determined not to die if violent
remedies can save him, but to submit to punctures and
incisions to draw off the water.”

It is not difficult, in youth, health, and prosperity,
to reject the religion of Jesus; but when these dark,
sad hours of the dying-chamber come, if one have
not the consolations which Christianity proffers, the
most dreadful and impenetrable gloom must overshadow
the soul. One ean scarcely conceive of a scene more
utterly joyless and dismal than the dying-chamber
of Frederick the Great.

On the 17th of August, 1786, at twenty minutes past
two in the morning, he died, in the seventy-fifth year
of his age, and the forty-sixth of his reign. There
was one clanse in his will which was judiciously disre-
garded. “He had directed himself to be buried near
his dogs, in the gardens of Sans-Souci,—a last mark
of his. contempt for his own species. He was buried
in a small chapel in the church of the garrison, at
Potsdam, where, side by side, repose Frederick and
his father,—the former in a coffin of block tin, the latter
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in one of copper, and equally without ornament of any
kind.”!

The Prussian territory had been nearly doubled
under the reign of this extraordinary man. He left
the crown to his nephew, his deceased brother’s son.
Frederick William IT. commenced his reign in possession

of a territory of 71,670 square miles, being but little
larger than the State of Missouri. It contained nearly
six million inhabitants. This little realm, proud of
its military prestige, maintained a standing army of two
hundred and twenty thousand men. This army con-
sumed four-fifths of the revenues of the state.

Frederick William II. was a profligate and a weak
man. He was a feeble ruler, and a wretched financier;
speedily exhausting his treasury, and involving the
kingdom in debt.

The French Revolution soon began, like a moral
earthquake, to shake all the thrones in Europe. In
the first partition of Poland, to which we have referred,
there had still been a considerable portion of the king-
dom left under its king, Poniatowski. The example
of France had reached the wilds of Sarmatia. On
the 8d of May, 1791, the Poles ventured to establish
a_republican constitution under monarchical forms.
Perpetuating an hereditary monarchy, they proclaimed
religious toleration, the emancipation of the bourgerisie,
and the progressive emancipation of the serfs.

Burke said of this movement, ¢ In it humanity has
every thing to rejoice and glory in. It is probably
the most pure public good ever yet conferred on
mankind. Ten millions of men were placed in a way

1 Life of Frederick II., by Lord Dover, vol. ii. p. 8328.
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to be freed gradually, and therefore, to themselves,
safely, not from civil or political chains, which, bad
as they are, only fetter the mind, but from substantial
personal bondage. Not one drop of blood was spilled ;
no insults on religion, morals; or manners.” !

Prussia and Russia assumed that this constitution
was bringing dangerous Jacobinism too near their
thrones. They united their armies for a second dis-
memberment, In overwhelming numbers, their com-
bined troops crossed the frontiers, and were cantoned
in the provinces they had seized. Thus was Poland
overrun by the armies of the two most powerful military
monarchies in Europe. '

The chivalric Poles were roused to energies of de-
spair such as the world had never witnessed before.
Kosciusko was chosen as military leader. With his
brave band he retook Warsaw, driving out the Russian
and Prussians. To recapture the city, Frederick Wil-
liam II. sent thirty thousand of s perfectly-drilled
soldiers to co-operate with forty thousand Russian
veterans sent by Catharine.  After a series of bloody
eonflicts, Warsaw was taken by storm on the 4th of
November, 1794.  Amidst conflagrations, hombard-
ments, shrieks, and death, the Polish battalions were
driven into the Vistula. Ten thousand soldiers perished ;
ten thousand were taken prisoners; and twelyve thou-
sand of the inhabitants of Warsaw were put to the
sword. Stanislaus was sent captive into Russia, where
he died. The conquerors divided Poland between
them.?

1 Burke'’s Appeal to the Old Whigs. Works, vol. ii. p. 224.
3 Alison’s History of Europe, vol. i. p. 858.
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In reference to this great crime, the poet Campbell
has written beautifully in his ¢ Pleasures of Hope:” —

“Oh bloodiest picture in the book of Time !
Sarmatia fell unwept, without a crime ;
Found not a generous friend, a pitying foe,
Strength in her arms, nor mercy in her woe ;
Dropped from her nerveless grasp the shattered spear;
Closed her bright eye, and curbed her high career.
Hope for a season bade the world farewell ;
And Freedom shrieked as Kosciusko fell.”

Frederick William II, the King of Prussia, died at
Berlin on the 16th of Nov. 1797. He did not leave
behind him an enviable reputation in any respect. In
the final partition of Poland, Prussia received twenty-
one thousand square miles, with one million inhabitants.
In all, Prussia had robbed Poland of fifty-seven thou-
sand square miles, and two million five hundred and fifty
thousand inhabitants.!

Frederick William ITL., son of the deceased king, who
now ascended the throne, was twenty-seven years of
age. Sir Archibald Alison, whose predilections are
strongly in favor of kings and nobles, thus deseribes
him : —

“ His character and habits already presaged the im-
mortal glories of his reign. Severe and regular in pri-
vate iife, he had lived, amid a dissolute court, a pattern
of every domestic virtue.. Married early to a beautiful
and high-spirited princess, he bore to her that faithful
attachment which her captivating qualities were so well
fitted to excite, and which afterwards attracted the ad-
miration, though they could not relax the policy, or meet

* Encyclopsadia Americans.
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the sternness, or excite a spark of chivalry in the cold
and intellectual breast, of Napoleon.” '

The young king wrested from the Countess Lich-
stenau, one-of his deceased father’s guilty favorites,
many crownsjewels which were found in her possession,
and a large portion of the enormous wealth which had
been lavished upon her. She was assigned a retreal
near Berlin, with a salary of three thousand dollars.

All the Continental monarchs were soon alarmed by
the revolutionary principles which were so rapidly
spreading throughout France. Prussia and Austria en-
tered into a coalition to unite with the royalist party in
France, crush out the popular movement with the tread
of their armies, and restore the absolutism of the ancient
régime. /'With that purpose they assembled an immense
army at Coblentz, on the Rhine. The march of the in-
vaders was commenced on the 25th of July, 1792.

The allied troops comsisted of eighty thousand of the
veteran soldiers of Prussia, and sixty-eight thousand
Austrians.? These troops were placed under the com-
mand of the Duke of Brunswick. His mother was one
of the sisters of Frederick the Great. His wife was the
Princess Augusta of England.

In three great divisions, this army, one hundred and
forty thousand strong, entered France. The Duke of
Brunswick aseended the left bank of the Moselle, to
march upon Paris by the way of Verdun and Chalons.
His immense force, in all its immense array of infantry,
cavalry, guns, and baggage, crowded forty miles of road.

Prince Hohenlohe, marching twenty miles on the left,

* Alison’s History of Europe, vol. i, p. 473.

2 Ibid., vol. i. p. 126; also Thiers’ History of the French Revolution vol. &
o 278,
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pursued a route which passed through Thionville and
Metz. Count de Clairfayt led his battalions on the
right, by the Méziéres and Sedan.

The Duke of Brunswick issued a proclamation, which
at once became world-renowned, and which exasperated
the popular party in France tc the highest degrec.

“ Their majesties,” said the duke in his famous mani-
festo, * the Emperor of Germany and the King of Prus-
sia, having intrusted me with the command of the
combined armies assembled by their orders on the
frontiers of France, I desire to acquaint the inhabitants
of that kingdom with the motives which have deter-
mined the measures of the two sovereigns, and the in-
tentions by which they are guided.

“They wish to put an end to the anarchy in the
‘nterior of France; to stop the attacks against the throne
and the altar; to re-establish the royal power; to restore
to the king the seeurity and liberty of which he is de-
prived, and to place him in a condition to exercise the
authority which is his own.

“Such of the national guards as shall have fought
against the troops of the two allied courts, and who
shall be taken in arms, shall be treated as rebels, and
punished as rebels to their king.

“The members of the departments, districts, and
municipalities, shall be responsible, with their lives and
property, for all misdemeanors, fires, murders, pillage,
and acts of violence, which they shall suffer to be com-
mitted, or which they shall notoriously not strive to
prevent in their territory.

“The inhabitants of the cities, towns, and villages,
who shall dare to defend themselves against the troops
of their imperial and royal majesties, and to fire upon
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them, either in the open field, or from the windows,
doors, and apertures of their houses, shall be instantly
punished with all the rigor of the law of war, and their
houses demolished or burned.

“ The city of Paris, and all its inhabitants, without
distinction, are required to submit immediately, and
without delay, to the king; to set that prince at full
and entire liberty ; and to insure to him, as well as to all
the royal personages, the inviolability and respect which
the laws of nature and nations render obligatory on sub-
jects toward their sovereigns.

“ Their imperial and royal majesties will hold per-
sonally responsible, with their lives, for all that may
happen, to be tried militarily, and without hope of paxr-
don, all the members of the national assembly, of the
department of the district of the municipality, and of
the national guard of Paris, the justices of the peace,
and all others whom it may concern.

¢« Their majesties declare; moreover, on their faith and
word as emperor and king, that if the Palace of the
Tuileries is foreed or insulted, that if the least violence,
the least ountrage, is offered to their majesties, the king
and queen, and to the royal family,if immediate provis-
ion is not made for their safety, they will take exem-
plary and ever-memorable vengeance by giving up
Paris to military execution and total destruetion, a:d
the rebels guilty of outrages to the punishments they
ghall have deserved,” &ec.l

“ The greatest sensaticn,” writes Prof. Smyth, ¢ was
produced . in our own. country of Great Britain, and
all over Europe, by a manifesto like this, which went

* Thiers’ History of the French Revolution, vol. i. p. 814.
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in truth to say that two military powers were to
march into a neighboring and independent kingdom, to
settle the civil dissensions there as they thought best,
and to punish by military law all who presumed to re-
sist them. No friend to freedom could, for a moment,
tolerate such a procedure as this.” !

The result was, the Palace of the Tuileries was
stormed by the exasperated populace of Paris; the
royal family was taken captive, and incarcerated in the
Temple ; and soon both king and queen were led to
the guillotine. Onward pressed the allies with resist-
less tramp. All opposition melted before their solid
battalions. Thionville and Verdun were surrounded
and captured. The victorious invaders crowded the
defiles of the Argonne. The army of Dumouriez, sent
to oppose them, was almost annihilated. Fugitives
rushed into Paris, pale and breathless, declaring that no
further opposition was possible.

Terrible was the consternation in Paris. France rose
en masse. Every man on the popular side, pale with
deathless resolve, grasped his arms. All who were sas-
pected of being in alliance with the Prussians were
mercilessly assassinated. The venerable Vergniaud ut-
tered a word which nerved every arm.

“The plan of the enemy,” said he, *“is to march di-
rectly upon Paris, leaving ‘the fortresses behind him.
Let him do so: this course will be our salvation, and his
ruin. Our armies, too weak to withstand him, will be
strong enough to harass him in the rear. When he ar-
rives, pursued by our battalions, he will find himself
face to face with our Parisian army, drawn up in Lat-

* Prof. Smyth’s Lectures on the French Revolution, vol. ii. p. 826.
9
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tle array under the walls of the capital. There, sur-
rounded on all sides, he will be swallowed up by the
goil which he has profaned.”

The excesses committed in Paris against royalists in
the blind frenzy of the hourare beyond the powers of
any pen to deseribe. Dr. Moore, an English gentle-
man, who was an eye-witness, writes, —

« Amid the disorders which have taken place, it is
impossible not to admire the generous spirit which glows
all over the nation in support of its independence. No
country ever displayed a nobler or more patriotic enthu-
siasm.” !

On the 20th of September, 1792, the Duke of Bruns-
wick encountered, to his surprise, a French army,
strongly intrenched upon the heights of Valmy, mear
Chalons. Seventy thousand men, peasants and artisans,
had rushed to those heights. For twenty days, the stoxm
of battle raged there with tremendous fury. The young
men from the shops and the fields fought from behind
their ramparts with the bravery of veterans. From all
parts of France, re-enforcements were hurrying to the
scene “of the conflict. ~The supplies of the invaders
were cut off. Sickness decimated their camp. The
freezing gales of winter were at hand. In deep humili-
ation, the Prussians broke up their camp on the 15th of
(ctober, and retired to their fortresses on the Rhines
They left behind them twenty-five thousand, who had
perished of sickness, the bullet, and the sword.

“ The force,” writes Alison, *with which the Prus-
sians retired, was about seventy thousand. Their re-
treat was conducted in the most imposing manner ; tak-

! Journal of Sir John Moore, vol. i. p. 160.
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ing position, and facing about, on occasion of every
halt. They left behind them, on their route, most
melancholy proofs of the disasters of the campaign.
All the villages were filled with the dead and dying.
The allies had lost by dysentery and fevers more tﬁuxloa
fourth of their numbers.”




CHAPTER V.

PRUSSIA AND THE FRENCH REVOLUTION.

S the allied army retreated, after its defeat

/. at. Valmy, in September, 1792, Gen. Du-

o ‘mouriez pursued a division ‘of L\veuy\'—‘ﬁve
thousand Austrians under Gen. Clairfayt.

» g‘) On the 4th of November he overtook
Ql@; >y the fugitives, strongly intrenched upon

Gl the heights of Jemappes, near Mons. One
day was employed in concentrating the French forces
and arraying the batteries. Twenty-five thousand men
were behind the ramparts: sixty thousand advanced to
storm them. Ealy in the morning of the 6th, the can-
nonade began: a hundred pieces of artillery opened their
thunders. All day long, war’s fierce tornado, with its
whirls, its eddies, and its onward rush, swept the field.
The Austrians were routed. In broken bands they fled,
having lost fifteen hundred prisoners, and four thousand
five hundred in killed and wounded.

“The sensation,” writes Thiers, * produced by this
important battle, was prodigious. The victory of Je-
mappes instantaneously filled all France with joy, and
Europe with new surprise. Nothing was talked of but
the fact of the coolness with which the Austrian artil-
lery had been confronted, and the intrepidity displayed
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in storming their redoubts. The danger and the victory
were even exaggerated ; and throughout all Europe the
faculty of gaining great battles was again awarded to
the French.” !

The Duke of Orleans (subsequently King Louis Phi-
lippe), at that time a young man, known as the Duke of
Chartres, greatly signalized himself by his bravery in
this conflict. The French armies now swept triumph-
antly towards the Rhine, driving their foes before them.
Cheered by these victories, the convention in Paris, on
the 19th of November, 1792, issued the decree, —

“That they would grant fraternity and succor to
every people who were disposed to recover their liberty ;
and that they charged their generals-to give aid to all
such people, and to defend all citizens who had been
or might be disquieted in the cause of freedom.”

This decree was followed by another, on the 15th of
December, declaring that France would proclaim, in all
the provinces it conquered, *the sovereignty of the
people, the suppression of all the constituted authori-
ties, of all feudal and territorial rights, of all the privi-
leges of nobility, and exclusive privileges of every de-
seription.” ?

The people were invited to meet, and organize new
republican governments founded on popular suffrage.
By these defeats, the Prussians were placed in a very
deplorable condition. Winter was at hand ; disease way
making dreadful ravages in their camps ; republican
principles were penetrating even the ranks of the army.
A flag of truce was sent by Frederick William IIL to

* Thiers’ History of the French Revolution, vol. ii. p- 10.
* Jomini, Histoire des Guerres de la Révolution, ii. 264.
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confer upon terms of compromise. Dumouriez wrote to
rench Government, —

th?‘ E’E}f: ;)roposals of the King of Prussia do not aI‘)p‘ear
to offer a basis for negotiation ; but they demonstrate
that the enemy’s distress is very great. I am per-
suaded that the King of Prussia is now heartily sorry in
being so far in advance, and .that he‘ woul'd‘ rea}(}xly
adopt any means to extricate himself from his embar-
rassments.”” !

The negotiations for peace were not successfu.l. ‘

During the winter, the allies gath.er'ed their forcc§
anew; and, in the spring, Frederick William commenced
another campaign by besieging the Fr(fnch f'm'tr(-ss' ‘r)f
Mayence, on the left bank of the Rhine. The King
of Prussia brought forward fifty-five thousand men and
Austria sent e:mugh troops to swell the number to
eighty thousand. —The French had about the same
niml;er in the Valley of the Moselle and in their for-
tresses on the Rhine.

The King of Prussia crossed the river, without oppo-
sition, ab a'poiut a little below Mayence, and inve%tcd
the city from both sides of the Rhine. The garrison
consisted of twenty thousand men. The investment
commenced in April, 1793.

The city of Mayence, nearly opposite the mouth of the
River Mayne, was even then a very strongly fortified
place. The King of Prussia, in person, conducted the
siege. There were the usual scenes of bombardment,
tumult and blood, storming-parties repulsed, and sorties
driven hack. - Two hundred. pieces of artillery played
upon the fortress; while floating batteries, placed upon

L Dumouriez' despatch to the French Government.
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the Rhiue, threw into the streets an incessant storm
of shells.

“ Distress was at its height. Horseflesh had long
been the only meat tks garrison had. The soldiers ate
rats, and went to the banks of the Rhine to pick up the
dead horses which the current brought down with it.
A cat sold for six francs; horseflesh, at the rate of forty-
five sous per pound. The officers fared no better than
the soldiers. Gen. Albert Dubayet, having invited his
staff to dinner, set before it, by way of a treat, a cat,
flanked by a dozen mice.

“ Communications were so completely intercepted,
that, for three months, the garrison was wholly ignorant
of what was passing in France. The Prussians, who
had practised all sorts of stratagems, had false * Moni-
teurs printed at Frankfort, stating that Dumouriez had
overthrown the Convention, and that Louis XVIII.
was reigning with a regency. The Prussians placed at
the advanced posts transmitted these false * Moniteurs ”
to the soldiers in the French garrisons.

“ At length the distress became so intolerable, that
two thousand of the inhabitants solicited permission to
depart. Albert Dubayet granted it; but, not being re-
ceived by the besiegers, they remained between two
fires, and partly perished under the walls of the place.
In the morning, soldiers were seen bringing in wounded
infants wrapped in their cloaks.”” !

On the 25th of July, the starved garrison was com-
pelled to capitulate. The King of Prussia allowed the
troops to march out with their arms and baggage. They
simply engaged not to serve, for a year, against the
allies.

* Thiers’ French Revolution, vol. ii. p. 250.
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But Frederick William III. had now become weary
of the war. He would have abandoned the eut(?rpnse ;
but England came forward with libex al promises of
gold. hnnlaud uniting with Holland, agreed to pay
the King of Prussia two hundred and fifty thousand
dollars a month, and also to meet all the expenses of
bread and forage for the Prussian army. There was
also granted the Prussian king a gratuity of one mil-
lion five hundred thousand dollars to aid him in com-
mencing operations, with the promise of five hundred
thousand dollars upon his return to the Prussian States.

In consideration of this subsidy, Frederick William
agreed to furnish sixty-four thousand five hundred men
to the coalition; of which coalition, England was now
the acknowledged head. The Prussian army was to be
under a Prussian commander. All the conquests made
of French territory were to belong jointly to Eigland
and Holland.!

« The discontent of the Prussian troops,” writes Ali-
son, *was loudly proclaimed when it tl'dnspi.l'cd‘th.ut
they were to be transferred to the pay of Great ]}ntam.
They openly murmured at the disgrace of h:n'mg the
soldiers of the great Frederick sold like mercenaries to
a foreign power. The event soon demonstrated that
the succors stipulated from Prussia would be of the
most inefficient description.”

The conflict raged on the Rhine, month after month,
with varying success. Gen. Kleber, who was in com-
mand of the French forces, driving the allies before
him, crossed the Rhine, and carried the horrors of wax
into the territory of the enemy. Ere long he encoun-

! Thiers’ French Revolution, vol. ii. p. 18.
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tered overwhelming numbers, and was compelled te
retreat across the Rhine, back into France. Again, re-
enforcements arriving, the French republicans assumed
the offensive, and carried the war across the river to the
right bank. Thus the blood-red tides of battle ebbed
and flowed.

This majestic stream, the Rhine, which had so long
been the boundary of the Roman Empire, mainly sep-
arated the antagonistic armies from the Alps to the
ocean. The allies had an immense advantage in still
holding the strong fortress of Mayence, which they had
aptmul on the French side of the Rhine ; but as the
republican troops gained victory after victory, and Prus-
sia. itself was threatened with invasion by the tricolor
flag, Frederick William, disheartened and trembling
again resolved to withdraw from the alliance. -

Republican France had so roused herself, that she had
twelve hundred thousand men under arms. All the
important military points on the Rhine were in their
possession. Holland was organizing as the Republic of
the United Provinces, and entering into alliance with
the French Republic.

Frederick William III. sent a commissioner to the
headquarters of the French commander to Propose
peace. The commissioners met at Basle; and on the
ath of April, 1795, peace was concluded with Prussia.
The French agreed to evacuate all the provinces they
had conquered on the right bank of the Rhine. The
Prussian king pledged himself to friendly relations with
the French Republie.

Still England,  Austria, and Naples continued the
war for three years longer. The French armies, havi ing
encountered some repulses in the conflict with the Aus-
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trians, occupied the left bank of the Rhine, and, with
that broad and rapid river for their protection, warded
off invasion from Germany. Immense French victories
gained by the young general, Bonaparte, over the Austri-
ans in Italy, led to a convention at Rastadt to confer upon
terms of peace. We give the substance of these nego
tiations as stated by M. Thiers. The intelligent reader
will' be deeply interested in comparing the claims of
France and the reply of Germany in 1798 with the
claims of Germany and the reply of France in 1870.

France demanded, not only that the line of the Rhine
should be the recognized frontier between the two coun-
tries, but that France should also have possession of all
the islands in the Rhine, which were yery important in
a military point of view. France also demanded Kehl
and its territory, opposite to Strasburg; and Cassel and
its territory, opposite’ Mayence 3 and that fifty acres of
Jand on the German side of the Rhine, facing the old
bridge of Huningen, should be transferred to the Re-
public. In addition to this,” France insisted that the
important fortress of Bhrenbreitstein, nearly opposite
Coblentz, should -be demolished. These concessions, it
was asserted, were essential to protect France from the
menace of Germanic invasion.

The deputation of the German Empire, on the other
hand, replied; that the River Rhine was the natural
boundary between the two mnations, offering equal se-
curity to both; that, if France were to keep all the

offensive points, this security would cease to exist for
Germany. | They proposed, as the real boundary, the
channel of the main branch of the river, — all the islands
on the right of that line to belong to Germany; all
on the left, to France. The deputation was not willing
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that France should retain any offensive points on the
river, while Germany was to lose them all.!

After long negotiation, the obviously reasonable Ger-
man proposition was accepted. The main channel of
the River Rhine was declared to be the boundary be-
tween France and Germany. This important treaty
was signed in September, 1798.

The establishment of, first the consulate, and then
the empire, in France, increased rather than diminished
the exasperation of the old feudal monarchies. Under
these new organizations, the republican doctrine of
equal rights for all men was retained. Hereditary no-
bility was rejected, at first entirely rejected, and then
but partially revived. Titles of honor were conferred as
the reward of merit only. The doctrine of the * di-
yine right” of kings was utterly repudiated; and the
powers of government were based upon popular suf-
frage.

The feudal kings and nobles of Europe were not to be
deceived by a name. The fact that the Republic called
itself an Empire, and that the elected executive was
called Imperator, instead of President, rendered repub-
licanism, thus arrayed, as formidable as ever. The
principles avowed were in direct antagonism with all
the old »égimes: consequently, coalition after coalition
was organized against these democratic principles, what-
ever names they might assume.

The antagonism which had so long existed between
Prussia and Austria was one of the influences which
induced Frederick William IIL. to withdraw from the
plliance against France. During the ten years of

1 Thiers' History of the French Revolution, vol. iv. p. 205
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peace which Prussia enjoyed, the kingdom had rapidly
mcreased in population and wealth. The vicissitudes
of war had thrown a large portion of the commerce
of Germany into its hands. The population had
increased to nine million five hundred thousand souls;
its net income amounted to-about fifty million dollars,
its standing army numbered two hundred thousand
bighly-disciplined troops.!

“The Prussian capital was one of the most agreeable
and least expensive in Europe. No rigid etiquette, no
rigid line of demarcation, separated the court from the
people. . The royal family lived on terms of friendly
equality, not only with the nobility, but with the
leading inhabitants of Berlin. An easy demeanor, a
total absence of aristocratic pride, an entire absence
0%‘ extravagance or parade, distinguished all the parties
given at court; at which the king and queen mingled
on terms of perfect equality with their subjects.

“Many ladies of rank, bothin Paris and London.
spent larger sums annually on their dress than the
Queen of Prussia. None equalled her in dignity and
grace of manner and the elevated sentiments with
which she was inspited. Admiration of her beauty,
and attachment to her person, formed one of the strone-
est feelings of the Prussian monarchy.” * )

The King of Prussia was the first of the monarchs,
among the great powers, who recognized the empire in
France.  When, in 1804, Russia, in coalition with
Austria and England, was preparing to send down her
Muscovite legions into France, Frederick entered into
an agreement with the French Bmpire to maintain' a

% Bignon, Histoire de France depuis le 18me Brumaire, t. ii. p. 293.
* Alison’s History of Europe, vol. ii. P- 288.
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strict neutrality, and not to permit Russian or any other
foreign troops to cross her territories.

Larly in the spring of 1805, England, Austria, and
Russia formed a new coalition against France, into
which Sweden, Hanover, Sardinia, and Naples were
soon drawn. The united army of the allies was to
number five hundred thousand men.

“ It was a great object,” writes Sir Archibald Alisor,
“if possible, to unite Prussia in the alliance. For this
purpose, M. Noviltzoff was despatched to Berlin. Not-
withstanding all the efforts of England and Russia, it
was found impossible to overcome the leaning of Prus-
sia towards the French interest. The real secret of
this partiality was the effect of the glittering prize,
which her ministers had long coveted; in the clectorate
of Hanover. The Prussian Government could never
divest itself of the idea, that by preserving a dubious
neutrality, and reserving her interposition for the deci-
sive moment, she might, without danger, add that im-
portant acquisition to her domains.

“The Prussian ministers at length openly broached
the project of taking provisional possession of that
electorate, “as the union of the Continental dominions
of his Britannic Majesty to Prussia is of such conse-
quence to that monarchy, that it can never relinquish
the prospect of gaining such an acquisition, providing
it can be done without compromiging the character of

his Majesty.’

* The king at length put the question, ¢ Can I, without
violating the rules of morality, without being held up in
history ‘as a king destitute of faith, depart, for the
acquisition of Hanover, from the character which I
have hitherto maintained ?’
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“It was easy to see in what such contests between
duty and interest would terminate. Before the middle
of August, the Prussian cabinet intimated to the
French minister at Berlin their willingness to conclude
a_treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, with the
French Government, on the footing of the annexation of
Hanover to their dominions. ' Subsequent events pre-
vented the treaty being signed, and saved Prussia from
this last act of cupidity and infatuation.”!

During - all this time; there was a strong minority in
Prussia in favor of war, against the rapidly-spreading
liberal opinions of France. The Queen Louisa and
Prince Louis were prominent in this party. A French
army-corps had marched through a corner of Anspach,
thus violating the  territory of Prussia. Though
immediate apology was made, * thecabinet at Berlin,”
writes Alison, * had taken umbragefo an extent which
could “hardly have been anticipated, and which was
greatly beyond the amount of the injury inflicted.

¢ Matters were in this inflammable state when the
Emperor Alexander arrived at Berlin, and employed
the whole weight of his-great authority, and all ‘the
charms of his captivating manners, to induce the king
F;‘) en.lh{liace a mofre manly and courageous policy. Under
the influence of so many concurring causes, the Frenc
influence, rapidly declined. Pl S MR
. “On the 3d of November, 1805, a seeret conven:
tion was signed between the two monarchs, for the
regu‘lation of the affairs of Europe, and to erect a
barrier against the encroachments of France.

“The conclusion of this convention was followed by

1 Alison, vol. i. p. 322.
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a scene as remarkable as it was romantic. When they
signed it, both were fully aware of the perilous nature
of the enterprise on which they were adventuring.
The Archduke Anthony had arrived two days befoie
with detailed accounts of the disastrous result of the
combats around Ulm.

« Inspired with a full sense of the danger of the
war, the ardent and chivalrous mind of the queen con-
ceived the idea of uniting the two sovereigns by a
bond more likely to be durable than the mere alliance
of cabinets with each other. This was to bring them
together at the tomb of the great Frederick, where, it
was hoped, the solemnity and recollections of the scene
would powerfully contribute to cement their union.

« The emperor, who was desirous of visiting the mau-
soleum of that illustrious hero, accordingly repaired to
the church of the garrison at Potsdam, where his re-
mains are deposited ; and at midnight the two monarchs
proceeded together, by torchlight, to the hallowed
grave. Uncovering when he approached the spot, the
emperor kissed the pall ; and taking the hand (sword ?)
of the King of Prussia, as it Jay on the tomb, they swore
an eternal friendship to each other, and bound them-
selves by the most solemn oaths to waintain their en-
gagements inviolate in the great contest for European
independence in which they were engaged.

« A few hours after; Alexander departed for Gallicia,
to assume, in person, the command of the army of re-
serve, which was advancing through that province to
the support of Kutusoff, Such was the origin of that
great alliance, which, though often interrupted by mis-
fortune, and deeply checkered with disaster, was yet
destined to be brought to so triumphant an issue, and
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ultimately wrought such wonders for the deliverance of
Europe.” !

Before the Prussians had brought their two hundred
thousand troops into the field, the French armies, under
Napoleon, had captured Vienna, and had almost annihi-
lated .the Russian army in the great victory of Austerlitz.
Prussia had, as yet, made no-declaration of war. The
treaty was kept a profound seeret.  The 15th of Decem-
ber, 1805, was the appointed day in which war was to be
declared against France, and hostilities were to com-
mence. ~The result we give in Sir Archibald Alison’s
words, somewhat abbreviated.

The Prussian minister, * Hauguitz, had come to Vi-
enna to declare war against I\lilil(’)]u()ll: but the battle
of Austerlitz had totally deranged their plans.The
armistice had completely detached Awustria from the
coalition. The severest morality could not condemn a
statesman who sought to withdraw his country from a
contest which-nowappeared hopeless. But, not content
with this, Hauguitz resolyed to go-a step farther.

“On the breaking-up of the confederacy into which
he had jnst entered, he detérmined to secure a part of
the spoils of his former allies, and, if he could not
chase the French standards beyond the Rhine, at least
wrest from England those Continental possessions wlhich
she now appeared in no condition to-defend.

f‘\\'ith matehless effrontery, he chanced the whole
object of his mission ; and when admitted into the pres-

ence of Napoleon, after the victory, congratulated hi;n
upon his success, and proposed a Lre:l‘u)t, the bu%is of
which should he the old project of anncxing H')TII
to the Prussian dominions. 1oTNE

* Alison's History of Europe, vol. ii. p. 857.
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« Although Napoleon had not received full accounts
of the treaty of the 3d of November, he was aware of
its substance. Upon receiving Hauguitz, therefore, he
broke out into vehement declamation against the perfidy
of the Prussian cabinet; informed him that he was ac-
quainted with all their machinations ; and that it now
lay with him alone, after concluding peace with Austria,
to turn his whole forces against Prussia ; wrest from them
Silesia, whose fortresses, unarmed and unprovisioned,
were in no condition to make any defence ; excite an in-
surrection in Prussian Poland, and punish them in the
most signal manner for their perfidy.

« Reasons of state, however, he added, sometimes
compelled sovereigns to bury in oblivion the best
founded cause of animosity. On this occasion, he was
willing to overlook their past misconduet, and ascribe it
entirely to the efforts of England ; but this could be
only on one condition,— that Prussia should at length
abandon its doubtful policy, and enter, heart and hand,
into the French alliance. On these terms, he was still
willing to ineorporate Hanover into their dominions, in
exchange for some of its detached southein possessions,
which were to be ceded to France and Bavaria.

« Overjoyed at the prospect thus afforded of extri-
cating his country, not only without loss, but with grea
decession of territory, Hauguitz at once accepted the
stipulations. = It was agreed that Prussia should enter
into an alliance with France, and receive, besides the mar-
graviate of Baireuth, the whole electorate of Hanover,
in full sovereignty, as well as all the other Continental
dominions of his Britannic Majesty.”!

1 Alison’s History of Europe, vol. ii. p. 884
8
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This treaty was signed on the 15th of Decen ber,
1805, — the very day on which Prussia was to have com-
menced hostilities against France. The indignation
which this transaction excited in Great Britain was in-
tense. - Mr. Fox, who was then minister, said in his
place in parliament, * The conduct of Prussia is a union
of every thing that is contemptible in servility with
every thing that is odious in rapacity.” !

! Parliamentary Debates, vi. 891

CHAPTER VI

PRUSSIA OVERWHELMED.

OUISA, the Queen of Prussia, was, intellectu-
ally, far the superior of her husband. She
saw clearly that the principles of the French
Revolution, organized in the empire of
France, if unchecked, would inevitably un-
dermine the Prussian and all other feudal
thrones. The war-party in Berlin, with the

queen and Prince Louis at its head, were unmeasured
in their vituperation of this alliance with France.
Their remonstrances, however, were of no avail.

The annexation of Hanover to Prussia gave to that
kingdom an increase of territory amounting to fourteen
thousand. eight hundred square miles (equal to about
twice the State of Massachusetts), and increased the
population by over a million. The course, however,
which Prussia pursued, was so vacillating, that «all
sincere friendship had beeome impossible between Prus-
sin and France. Prussia was regarded as a suspected
power, whose hollow friendship had ceased to have any
value.” !

England was greatly exasperated.  The Prussian har-
bors were immediately declared in a state of blockade,

1 Bignon, Histoire de France, t. v. p. 223.
83
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1 Bignon, Histoire de France, t. v. p. 223.
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and an embargo laid upon all vessels of that nation in
the British harbors.

“An order of council,” writes Alison, “was soon
after issued, authorizing the seizure of all vessels navi-
gating under Prussian colors. And such was the effect
of these measures, that the Prussian flag was instantly
swept from the ocean ; and, before many weeks had
elapsed, four hundred of its merchant-vessels had found
their way into the harbors of Great Britain.” !

Queen Louisa and Prince Louis were still consecrat-
ing all their energies to bring Prussia into co-opera-
tion with England, Russia, and Austria, in antaconism
to the principles of the French Revolution, which were
now being borne widely through Europe on the imperial
banners. ' Suddenly Prussia changed front, renounced
the alliance with France, and commenced vigorous hos-
tilities against the French Empire. We give the reasons
for this change as expressed by Sir Archibald Alison : —

1. France had overturned the constitution of the
Germanic Empire, and, by the newly-formed confedera-
tion of the Rhine, had made Germany essentially tribu-
tary to the French Empire. A ‘

2. The Queen and Prince Louis did not appeal in vain
to the patriotic spirit of the nation. ¢ The inhabitants
of that monarchy, clear-sighted and intellicent beyond
almost any other; as well as enthusiastic and brzwc.,. per-

ceived distinctly the gulf into which they were about

to fall. One universal cry of indignation burst forth
from all ranks. The young officers loudly demanded to

be led to the combat: the elder spoke of the glories
of Frederick and of Rosbach.  An irresistible current
swept away the whole nation.

1 Alison, vol. ii. p. 425.
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“3. But all these causes of complaint, serious as they
were, sank into insignificance compared to that which
arose when it was discovered by M. Lucchesini, the
Prussian ambassador at Paris, that France had entered
into negotiations with England, on the footing of the
restitution of Hanover to its lawful sovereign; that,
while continually urging the cabinet at Berlin to look
for indemnities for such a loss on the side of Pomera-
nia, Napoleon had engaged to Russia to prevent them
from depriving the King of Sweden of any part of his
German dominions ; and that, while still professing sen-
timents of amity and friendship to Frederick William,
he had offered to throw no obstacles in the way of the
re-establishment of the kingdom of Poland, including
the whole of Polish Prussia, in favor of the Grand
Duke Constantine.

“Irritated beyond endurance by such a succession of
insults, and anxious to regain the place which he was
conseious he had lost in the estimation of Europe, the
King of Prussia put his armies on a war-footing ; de-
spatched M. Krusemark to St. Petersburg, and M. Lacobi
to London, to endeavor to effect a reconeciliation with
these powers ; opened the navigation of the Elbe ; con-
cluded his difficulties with the King of Sweden; and
caused his troops to defile in the direction of Leipsic.

“'The torrent of public indignation at Berlin became
irresistible. The war-party overwhelmed all opposi-
tion. In the general tumult, ¢ the still small voice’ of
reason, which counselled caution and preparation in the
outset of so great an enterprise, was overtossed. Prince
Louis and his confederates openly boasted, that Prussia,
strong in the recollection of the great Frederick and
the discipline he had bequeathed to his followers, was
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able, single-handed, to strike down the cogqueror. ;)E
Furope. Warlike and patriotic songs resounded{, amidst
thunders of applause, at the theatres ; .and the. queen
roused the general enthusiasm to the highest px?ch ll)ly
displaying her beautiful figure on hors'eback in tje
streets of Berlin, at the head of the regiment of hus-
sars, in the uniform of the corps.™!

The Prussian armies, numbering two hundredwt,h.ou-
sand, entered the heart of Saxony. Fr.ederick W }111;1113
compelled the King of Saxony to join the u‘lhunf;‘?.
« Qur cause,” he said, *is the common cause ot"lc»gm
mate kings. All such musg aid in the ent(.n'pl'xsc..' |

The young emperor, Alexander of P\USSI‘H, anxious to
efface the stair of Austerlitz, was hastening by forced
marches over the wilds of Poland, with two hund'red
thousand veteran troops in his train. The 'm\'inc:ﬂ»le
fleet of England crowded the shorves of the Mediter-
ranean and of the Channel. ‘ )

At midnight on the 24th of ‘September, 18(.)6., I\':.x-
poleon entered his carriage at the Tuileries to join his
army in the Valley of the Rhine. In his parting mes-
ngc, to-the senate, he said, “ In so just a war, which we
have not provoked by any act, by any pretence, the true
cause of which it would be impossible to assign, and
where we only take arms to defend ourselves, we de-
pend -entirely upon the support of the laws, and upon
that of the people, whom circumstances call upon le
give fresh proofs of their devotion and courage.” .

« Napoleon,” says Alison, *had no gallantry or chiv-
glrous feeling in his breast. In his first bulletin he
wrote, * The Queen of Prussia is in the army, dressed

1 Alison, vol. ii. p. 428.
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as an Amazon, bearing the uniform of the regiment of
dragoons, writing twenty letters a day to spread the
conflagration in all directions. We seem to behold Ar-
mida in her madness, setting fire to her own palace.
After her follows Prince Louis of Prussia, a young
prince full of bravery and courage, hurried on by the
spirit of party, who flatters himself he shall find a great
renown in the vicissitudes of war. Following the ex-
amples of these illustrious persons, all the court ecries,
¢To arms!’ but when war shall have reached them,
with all its horrors, all will seek to exculpate them-
selves from having been instrumental in bringing its
thunders to the peaceful plains of the North.’

“ Such,” continues Sir Archibald Alison, ‘was the
language in which Napoleon spoke of the most beauti-
ful princess in Europe.”

By skilful manceuvres, the whole French army, in a
few days, having crossed the Rhine, were thrown into
the rear of the Prussians, thus cutting off all their sup-
plies. Victory seemed mno longer doubtful. Under

these ecircumstances, the emperor wrote as follows to
Frederick William : -—

“Sire, I am now in the heart of Saxony. Believe
me, my strength is such, that your forces cannot long
balance the victory. But wherafore shed so much
blood ? to what purpose? Why should we make our
subjects slay each other? I do not prize a victory which
is purchased by the lives of so many of my children.
If I were just commeneing my military career, and if I
had any reason to fear the chances of war, this language
would be wholly misplaced. Sire, your Majesty will ba
vanquished : you will have compromised the repose of
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your life and the existence of your subjects, fvi_thout
the shadow of a pretext. At present you are un.1uJuer,
and may treat with me in a manner confornmplc with your
rank. - Before a month has passed, you will tl‘(?ftt, but
in a different position. T amaware that I may, in thus
writing, irritate that sensibility which belengs to every
govereign; but circumstances demand 'tlmt I .\:.lmul.d
ase no concealment. ' I'implore your Majesty to view i
ihis letter nothing but the desire I have to spare _the
effusion of human blood. = Sire, my brother, I pray (._h_x_]
that he may have you in his worthy and 1,1“1‘\— 1{@6‘1}1’1’1.‘_‘_‘:.
Your Majesty’s good brother, ¢ N APOLEON.

« Finding affairs,” writes Alison, *in a situation 50
much more favorable than he could have anticipated, Na-
poleon, to gain additional time to complete the ercircling
of his antagonist, despatched an officer of his houschold
with proposals of peace to Frederiek William.” W hat-
ever may-have been the motives which dictated the pa-
cific ovverture, no reply was returned to the letter.
Though the despatch was intrusted to a Prussian officer,
it is said that the king did not receive it until the
morning of the battle of Jena.

On the morning of the 14th of October, the two
hostile.armies met, face to face, on the plains of Jena
and Auerstadt. “The two battle-fields were at the dis-
tance of but a few miles from each other. On each
sile the soldiers were equally brave, equally inured to
war, and were led by able generals. Immediately
there was commenced one of the mest awful storms
of battle which has ever desolated this globe. Tor
eight hours the struggle continued, with the summoning
of all possible human energies. About mid-day, the
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Prussian commander felt sanguine of victory. He de-
spatched the following order to one of his generals : —

“Send all the force you can to the chief point of
attack. At this moment, we beat the enemy at all
points. My cavalry has captured some of his cannon.”

A few hours later, the whole aspect of the field
was changed. The tide of disaster was swrging in
upon the Prussian general from all directions. The
following almost frantic despatch was sent to his
reserve : —

“Lose not a moment in advancing with your yet
unbroken troops. Arrange your columns so that
through their openings there may pass the broken
bands of the battle. Be ready to receive the charges
of the enemy’s cavalry, which in the most furious
manner rides on, overwhelms and sabres the fugitives,
and has driven info one confused mass the infantry,
cavalry, and artillery.”

Night came. The Prussian army was destroyed
It was no longer a battle, but a massacre. All order
was lost, as the Prussians, a rabble rout, fled like
«n mundation from the field. The king himself nar-
rowly escaped being made prisoner. In the gloom
of night, and almost alone, he leaped hedges aund
fences, and plunged through field and forest, to effect
hisescape. Prince Lonis fell in one of the confliets
which ushered in the great battle, his head being split
open by a sabre blow.

The Prussians lost, during this disastrous day, twenty
thousand in killed and wounded ; and twenty thousand
were taken prisoners. In nothing was the military
genius of Napoleon more conspicuous than in the vigor
and ability with which he pursued a vanquished foe.
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In less than fourteen days, every remnant of the Prussian
army was taken, and all the fortresses of Prussia were
in the hands of the French.

Frederick William IIL fled to the confines of Russia
to seek protection behind the bayonets of the troops
of Alexander.

Prussia was struck as by a thunderbolt. The history
of the world presents mo other example of such a
power being so speedily and so utterly destroyed.
In one month after the emperor left-the Tuileries, the
feat was accomplished. An army of two hundred
thousand men was killed, captured, or dispersed. For-
tresses Litherto deemed impregnable had been com-
pelled to capitulate. Napoleon was. reposing in the
palace of the Prussian king at Berlin, while the French
army was encamped in the streets and squares of the
city. Prussia was a captive in the hands of France,
bound hand and foot.

By what is called the right of conquest, Prussia now
belonged to France. Monarchical Europe heard these
tidings with amazement and-dismay.

Wherever the French army appeared, it was the
propagator of the revolutionary doctrines of *equal
rights for all men.” Every soldier in the ranks was
animated by the conviction, that all the avenues of
lionor and of wealth were open before him ; that merit,
not birth, was the passport to distinction. Many of the
Prussian officers appreciated the tremendous power
with which the doctrine of equality invested the French
soldier.

One of them wrote, in a letter which was iufer-
cepted, *“The French, in the fire, become supernatural
beings : they are urged on by an inexpressible ardor,
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aot a trace of which is to be discovered in our soldiers
What can be done with peasants who are led into battle
by nobles to encounter every peril, and yet have no
share in the honors or rewards? ”

The King of Saxony, as we have mentioned, had
heen compelled to join Prussia against France. Such
is the fate of the minor powers. Immediately after
the great battle, the emperor assembled the Saxon
officers in one of the halls of the University of Jena.

«T know not why,” he said to them, “I am at war
with your sovereign. He is a wise, pacific prince,
deserving of respect. I wish to see your country
rescued from its humiliating dependence upon Prussia.
Why should the Saxons and the French, with no
motives for hostility, fight against each other? I am
ready, on my part, to give you a pledge of my amicable
disposition, by setting you all at liberty, and by sparing
Saxony. All I require of you is, no more to bear arms
against France.”

The officers, with many expressions of gratitude,
departed for Dresden; and Saxony immediately with=
drew from the coalition. But the armies of Russia,
two hundred thousand strong, rapidly advancing, were
still to be encountered.

« Tt was shortly after having detached Saxony from
the: Prussian, and united it to his own alliance, that
Napoleon received an answer from the King of Prussia
to the illusory proposals of accommodation made by
him before the battle of Jena, and which that unhappy
monarch easily caught at after that disaster, as the
only light which seemed to break upon his sinking
fortunes.”

1 Alison, vol. ii. p. 455.
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'The emperor replied, that he had then no time to
negotiate upon the terms of a final peace; that the
campaign was but just begun, and that he must
await its issue. ~ He, however, entered into an armistice
with a foe who was disarmed and bound, and entirely
at his mercy.

The French army then pressed. forward, through
December storms, for the banks of the Vistula. There
they encamped for the winter. On'the Tth of Feb-
ruary, 1807, the terrible battle of Eylau was fought.
Immediately after this great victory, the French emperor
wrote to the King of Prussia as follows : —

«J desire to put a period to the misfortunes of your
family, and to organize, as speedily as possible, the
Prussian monarchy. Its intermediate power is necessary
for the tranquillity of Europe. I desire peace with Rus-
sia; and, provided the cabinet of St. Petersburg has no
desiens upon Turkey, I see no difficulty in obtaining it.
Peace with England is not less essential with all na-
tions, I shall haye no hesitation in sending a minister
to Memel, to take part in a conference of France,
Sweden, England, Russia, Prussia, and Turkey; but
as such a congress may last many years, which would
not suit the present condition of Prussia, your Majesty
therefore will, I am persuaded, be of opinion, that I
have taken the simplest method, and one which is most
likely to secure the prosperity of your subjects. At all
events, I entreat your Majesty to believe in my sincere
desire to re-establish amicable relations with Russia and
England.”

These overtures the allies peremptorily rejected. The
King of Sweden wrote to the King of Prussia,—

I think that a public declaration should be made in
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favor of the legitimate cause of the Bourbons by openly
espousing their interests, which is plainly that of all
eslablished governments. My opinion on this point is
fixed and unalterable.”!

In reference to these proposals of peace made by the
Emperor of the French, Alison says that the Russian
general strongly advised Frederick William not to treat.
He urged, that the fact of Napoleon proposing an armis-
tice, after so doubtful a battle as that of Eylau, was the
best evidence that it was not for the interest of the
allies to grant it. Napoleon, being thus foiled in his
endeavors to arrest the war by negotiation, gathered
up his strength to conquer a peace with his sword.

Scarcely had the snows of winter begun to melt, ere
the French army commenced-its march northward from
the banks of the Vistula to the Banks of the Niemen.
A campaign of ten days, which culminated in the great
French victory of Friedland, secured the following re-
sults: —

The French took one hundred and twenty pieces of
cannon, seven colors, and killed, wounded, or captured
sixty thousand Russians. They took from the hostile
army all its magazines, its hospitals, its ambulances, the
fortress of Konigsberg, with three hundred yessels
which were in that port, laden with all kinds of mil-
tary stores, and one hundred thousand muskets, which
England was sending to the aid of the Russians.’

Frederick William was with Alexander at the time of
this terrible defeat of the Russian arms. The confer
ence at Tilsit, between the Emperor of France and the
Empcror of Russia, ensued.

Mémoires d’un Homme d'fitat (Prince Hardenberg), t. ix. p. 386.
3 Bignon, Histoire de France depuis le 18me Brumaire, t. vi. p. 811,
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« France,” says Alison, « had nothing to demand of
Russia, except that she should close her ports against
England ; Russia nothing to ask of France, but that she
shonld withdraw her armies from Poland, and permit
the emperor to pursue his long-cherished projects of
eonquest in Turkey.”!

Tle two emperors speedily agreed upon terms of
peace. The poor King of Prussia was quite disregarded
in these arrangements.

“ The King of Prussia arrived two days after in Til-
sit, with his beautiful and unfortunate queen, and the
ministers on both sides,— Talleyrand on the part of
France, and Marshal Kalkreuth on that of Prussia.
But they were of little service ; for such was the extraor-
dinary length to which the intimacy of the two em-
perors had gone, that not only did they invariably dine
and pass the evening together, but almost all the morn-
ing conferences, during which the destinies of the
world were arranged, were conducted by them in per-
son,” ? ‘

“ Had the Queen of Prussia arrived earlier a. vur
conferences,” says Napoleon, ¢ it might have had much
influence upon the result of our negotiations; but,
happily, she did not make her appearance till all was
settled. As soon as she arrived, I went to pay her a
visit. She was very beautiful, but somewhat p:xst the
first flower of youth. ~ She received me in despair, ex-
claiming, ¢ Justice, *ustice!’ and throwing herself back
with loud lamenuations. I at length prevailed on her
to take a seat ; but she continued, nevertheless, her pa:
thetic entreaties.

1 Alison, vol. ii. p. 541.
¥ Mémoires de Savary, Duke of Rovigo, t. iii. p. 77.
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«¢ Prussia,” said she, ¢ was blinded in regard to her
power. She ventured to enter the lists with a hero,
oppose herself to the destinies of France, and neglect
its fortunate friendship. She has been severely punished
for her folly. The glory of the great Frederick, the
halo his name spread round our arms, had inflated the
heart of Prussia. They have caused her ruin.’

« Magdeburg,” continues the emperor, “was the ob-
ject of her entreaties ; and when Napoleon, before din-
ner, presented her with a beautiful rose, she at first
refused it, but immediately after took it with a smile,
adding, ¢ At least with Magdeburg.’

«¢] must observe to your Majesty,’ replied the em-
peror, ‘that it is I who give, and you only who must
receive.’

« The Queen of Prussia,” Napoleon continues, ¢ un-
questionably possessed talents, great information, and
singular acquaintance with affairs. She was the real
soyereign for fifteen years. In truth, in spite of my ad-
dress and utmost efforts, she constantly led the conver-
sation, returned at pleasure to her subject, and directed
it as she chose, but with so much tact and delicacy,
that it was impossible to take offence.” !

The Queen of Prussia was most bitterly disappointed
at twe terms of the treaty which her husband felt con-
strained to sign. The losses of Prussia, by this treaty,
were enormous. - Frederick William had. about one-half
his kingdom restored to him. The portion which Prus-
sia had wrested from Poland was organized into a Po-
lish state, called the Duchy of Warsaw. The provinges
of Prussia upon the left bank of the Elbe were formed

t Napoleon at St. Helena, by John 8. C. Abbott, pp. 271, 272
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into the kingdom of Westphalia. The kingdom of
Prussia was reduced from about nine million of inhabit-
ants to about five millions. Her revenue of twenty-
four million dollars was_diminished to fourteen mil-
lion dollars.| The fortresses left her, whether in Si-
lesia or on the Oder, remained in the hands of France
as security for the payment of the war-contributions.!

«« At the same time,” writes Alison, ¢ enormous con-
tributions, amounting to the stupendous, and, if not
proved by authentic documents, the incredible sum of
twenty millions sterling, were imposed on the countries
which had been the seat of war between the Rhine and
the Niemen. This grievous exaction completely para-
lyzed the strength of Prussia, and rendered her, for the
next five years, totally incapable of extricating herself
from that iron net in which she was enveloped by the
continued occupation of her fortresses by the French
troops.” *

1 Bignon’s Histoire de Francs, t. vi. p. 85. 2 Alison, vol. ii. p. 547

CHAPTER VIIL
FREDERICK WILLIAM III. AND THE NEW COALITION.

oﬁ S REDERICK WILLIAM of Prussia, though of
L E moderate abilities, seems to have been an
" honest and humane man. The following
touching proclamation, which he issued to

the inhabitants of his lost provinces, won for

: Europe : —

«Dear inhabitants of faithful provinees, districts, and
towns, my arms have been unfortunate. Driven to
the extreme boundaries of my empire, and having my
powerful ally conclude an armistice, and sign a peace,
no choice remained to me but to follow his example.
That peace imposed on me the most painful sacrifices.
The bonds of treaties, the reciprocal ties of love and
duty, the fruit of ages of labor, have been broken
asunder. All my efforts (and they have been most
ptrenuous) have proved in vain.  Fate ordains it. A
father is compelled to depart from his children. I
hereby release you from your allegiance to me and my

"house. - My most ardent prayers for your welfare will

always attend you in your relations to your new sover-
eigns. Be to them what you have ever been to me.
Y 4
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into the kingdom of Westphalia. The kingdom of
Prussia was reduced from about nine million of inhabit-
ants to about five millions. Her revenue of twenty-
four million dollars was_diminished to fourteen mil-
lion dollars.| The fortresses left her, whether in Si-
lesia or on the Oder, remained in the hands of France
as security for the payment of the war-contributions.!

«« At the same time,” writes Alison, ¢ enormous con-
tributions, amounting to the stupendous, and, if not
proved by authentic documents, the incredible sum of
twenty millions sterling, were imposed on the countries
which had been the seat of war between the Rhine and
the Niemen. This grievous exaction completely para-
lyzed the strength of Prussia, and rendered her, for the
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Neither force nor fate shall ever sever the remembrance
of you from my heart.” !

The grief of the unhappy Queen of Prussia wore so
heavily upon her spirits, that she soon sank into the
graye, when but thirty-nine years of age. She, above
all ‘others, had instigated the war; and she could not
brook the ruin which she had thus brought upon her
country and her house.  Her life was indeed a sad one,
full of trouble. Her virtues were her'own: her faults
were to be attributed to her education and the times.

The kingdom of Frederick the Great had apparently
met with an irreparable blow; but the king, Frederick
William III., instead of sinking in despair, nobly roused
himself to additional exertions to develop the wealth
and resources of his diminished realms. The calamity
which had befallen Prussia, in the end proved a blesss
ing.. A new era of freedom and equality ‘dawned upor
the realm, which had hitherto been.governed by abso-
lute power.

The  illustrious Baron Stein, in the retirement of his
estates, had pondered the great questions which were
now agitating Europe. - His mind, greatly liberalized,
had become deeply convinced of the necessity of politi-
cal reform. Upon being appointed minister of the
interior, he issued an ordinance, conferring upon
peasants and burghers the right, hitherto confined to
the nobles, of aequiring and holding landed property.
The nobles, in their turn, were permitted, without losing
caste, to engage in pursuits of commerce and industry.
Every species of slavery and of feudal servitude was
forever abolished. The inhabitants of cities were
allowed to choose councillors, who should regulate all

1 Scott’s Napoleon.
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local and municipal concerns. Thus the disasters
which Prussia had encountered led her to relax the
fetters of the feudal system. and vigorously to com-
mence the introduction of republican reforms.!

Gen. Scharnhorst was appointed minister of war.
“In him,” says Alison, “a blameless life and amiable
manners were combined with the purest patriotism
and the soundest judgment. Exalted attainments were
undisfigured by pride.”

Gen. Scharnhorst, following the admirable example
of Baron Stein, threw open to the common soldiers the
higher offices of the army, from which they had
hitherto been excluded. He abolished those degrading
corporal punishments under which the self-respect of
the soldier had wilted. He also abolished those invidi-
ous distinctions, which, by exempting the aristocratic
classes from the burden of military service, caused its
weight to fall more severely upon those who were not
relieved.

By the engagements with France, it was stipulated
that Prussia should not keep on foot an army of more
than forty-two thousand men. The letter of this
agreement was kept, while its spirit was evaded, by
never having more than the agreed number at once in
arms. The young recruits, having been thoroughly
drilled, were sent to their homes; and others took their
places: thus, while but forty thousand were enrolled,
there were soon more than two hundred thousand
thoroughly trained to arms.

In the year 1812, Napoleon commenced his fatal
campaign to Moscow. The latter part of December,

1 Mémoires d'un Homme d'Ktat (Prince Hardenberg), t. ix. p. 480.
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the tidings of the utter disaster which had over-
whelmed the French armies reached Berlin. The
opponents of the French alliance, still numerous in
Prussia, were clamorous for a general uprising, to
attack the French in the disorder, the misery, and the
helplessness of their retreat; but the king, and his
able minister Hardenberg, remained faithful to their
treaty-obligations. ~Great anxiety was felt in Paris in
consequence of the past fickleness of Prussia: but
Augerean, the French minister at Berlin, wrote to the
French Government; that France had no cause for
anxiety ; that the Berlin cabinet would remain firm to
the French alliance:!

Still the opponents of France were unweariedin their
endeavors to change the policy of the government,
and enter into an alliance with Russia. One of the
Prussian generals, De York, treacherously entered into
a secret treaty with a Russian general to do nothing
to oppose the advance of the Russian troops in their
pursuit’ of the French. He excused himself for this
act of perfidy by the declaration that the French were
so utterly routed, and his own forces so weak, that in
this wav only could he save his army-corps from de-
struction. In a despatch to the King of Prussia, he
stated, —

« Now or never is the time for your Majesty to ex
tricate yourself from the thraldom of an ally whose
intentions in regard to Prussia are veiled in impenetra-
ble darkness, and justify the most serious alarm. That
consideration has guided me: God grant it may be for
the salvation of the country!” *

1 Augereau to Berthier, Dec. 22, 1812.
* Baron Fain, Campagne de 1814, t. ii. p. 209,
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“ Never,” writes Alison, “was a monarch more
embarrassed by a step on the part of a lieutenant than
the King of Prussia was on this occasion. His first
words were, ¢ Here is enough to give one a stroke of
apoplexy.” Deeply impressed with the sanctity of his
existing treaties with Irance, and feeling, as every man
of honor would, that the obligation to maintain them
inviolate was only rendered the more stringent by the
disasters which had overwhelmed the imperial armies,
he saw clearly that the agitation in his dominions was
such, that it was not improbable that the people would
ere long take the matter into their own hands, and,
whatever the government might do, join the Russians
as soon as they advanced into the Prussian territory.”!

Oppressed by these embarrassments, the king re-
mained faithful to his treaty-obligations. Gen. De York
was ordered under arrest. His command of fifteen
thousand men was conferred on Gen. Kleist, who was
ordered to take his contingent as rapidly as possible to
the aid of the retreating French. At the same time,
Prince Hardenberg submitted to the French ambassa~
dor at Berlin, with the approval of the king, a proposal
to consolidate the union between Prussia and France
by the marriage of the Prince Royal of Prussia with a
princess of the family of the French emperor. Fred-
erick William engaged, under these circumstances, to
raise the Prussian contingent in the service of France
to sixty thousand men.?

Frederick William wrote to the French minister, the
Duke of Bassano, on the 12th of January, 1813, —

“Tell the emperor, that, as to pecuniary sacrifices,

1 Alison, fv. 40. % Baron Fain, Campagne de 1814, t. i. p. 307,
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they are no longer in my power; but that, if he will
give me money, I can raise and arm fifty thousand or
sixty thousand men for his service. I am the natural
ally of France. By changing my system of policy, 1
should only endanger my position, and give the emperor
grounds for treating me as an enemy. I know there
are fools who regard France as struck down; but you
will soon see it present an army of three hundred thou-
sand men as brilliant as the former.”"

Early in January, 1813, the Russian armies, pursuing
the retreating French, entered the Prussian territory.
Proclamations were scattered broadcast, urging the in-
habitants of Prussia to rise, and join in the war against
France. 'The Russians rapidly took possession of the
fortresses of Prussia.. On the 4th of March, the ad-
vance guard of Cossacks entered Berlin; and, on the
11th, Berlin became the headquarters of the Russian
army. Still the Prussian monarch, who had retired to
Breslau, remained firm in his allegiance to France.

On the 15th of May, 1813, the Prussian minister, Har-
denberg, wrote to the French minister, St. Marsau, —

“ The system of the king has undergone no altera-
tion. No overtures, direct or indirect, have been made
to Russia. If the emperor approves the steps which
have been taken to secure the neutrality of Silesia, and
will grant some pecuniary assistance to Prussia, the al-
liance could be contracted more closely than ever.
Nothing but despair will throw Prussia into the arms of
Russia.”?

 There can be no doubt,” writes Alison, ‘¢ that these
protestations on the part of the Prussian monarch wereg

! Baron Fain, t. i p. 213.  * Mémoires d'un Homme d‘émt, t. xii, p. 83

FREDERICK WILLIAM IIL 103

sincere ; and that it only lay with Napoleon, by giving
him some pecuniary assistance, to secure the cabinet of
Berlin in the French alliance,and gain an auxiliary
force of sixty thousand men to aid him in defending the
course of the Elbe.”!

But it was obvious to the emperor, that Prussia, over-
tun by the triumphant armies of Russia, would be con:-
pelled to join in the coalition against France. He judged
correctly. The anti-French party, sustained by the Rus-
sian armies, rapidly increased in influence. Secret ne-
gotiations were opened between them and the Russian
general. At length a treaty was formed, called the
¢« Treaty of Kalisch,” to which Frederick William was
induced, with great difficulty, to give his assent.

By this treaty, an alliance,  offensive and defensive,”
was formed between the Emperor of Russia and the
King of Prussia to prosecute the war with France.
Prussia agreed to bring eighty thousand men into the
field, independent of the garrisons in the fortresses.
Neither party was to make peace without the consent
of the other: jointly, they were to do every thing din
their power to induce Austria to join the alliance; and
to induce England to afford pecuniary aid to Prussia.
The Emperor of Russia engaged never to lay down his
arms until all the possessions wrested from Prussia in
the campaigns of Jena and Auerstadt were restored.
The treaty was to be kept secret from France for two
months, while privately communicated to England, Aus-
tria, and Sweden.?

“ Frederick William,” writes Alison, *“who was only
brought to accede to this treaty with the utmost diffi-

1 Alison, vol. iv. p. 45.
* Martin’s Collections de Traité de Pays, sup. iii. 234.
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culty, was well aware that his political existence was
thenceforth bound up in the success of Russia in the
German war. His first words, after agreeing to the al-
liance, were, ¢ Henceforth, gentlemen, it is an affair of
life and death.” Great pains, accordingly, were taken
to conceal the treaty from the knewledge of the French
ambassador: but, notwithstanding every effort, its ex-
istence soon transpired; and it was thought unneces-
sary to dissemble any longer. The French Government,
informed of these facts, which were not unexpected, re-
plied to the Prussian minister, —

¢“¢As long as the chances of war were favorable to
us, your court remained faithful to its engagements; but
scarcely had the premature rigors of winter brought
back our armies to the Niemen than the defection of
Gen. De York excited the most serious suspicions. His
Majesty the Emperor of France prefers an open enemy
to an ally always ready to abandon him. A power
whose treaties are considered binding only so long as
they are deemed serviceable can never be either useful
or respectable. The finger of Providence is manifost
in the events of last winter. It has produced them, to
distinguish the true from the false friends of humanity.
His Majesty feels for your situation, M. Baron, as a sol-
dier and a man of honor, on being obliged to sign such
a declaration.””"!

The Emperor of France, speaking upon this subjec
at St. Helena, said, —

“The King of Prussia, in his private character, is a
good, loyal, and honorable man ; but, in his political ca-
pacity, he was unavoidably forced to yield to necessity

1 Baron Fain, t. i. p. 260.
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You were always the master with him when you had
force on your side, and the hand uplifted.”?

Frederick William issued a proclamation, informing
his subjects, that, if they would volunteer their services,
he would, as a reward, confer upon them a constitution
securing to them many civil rights.? Universal enthu-
siasm pervaded the nation. In the terrible conflict which
ensued, the Prussian troops took a conspicuous part.

At Waterloo, it was the appearance of Blucher with
sixty-five thousand Prussians, late in the day, upon the
field, which secured the victory of the allies, the over-
throw of the French Empire, and the re-establishment
in France of the old »égime of the Bourbons.

“It is almost certain,” says Gen. Jomini, that
Napoleon would have remained master of the field of
battle, but for the arrival of sixty-five thousand Prus-
sians in his rear.”

The Prussian army returned in triumph to Berlin.
And now the people demanded the promised constitu-
tion ; but the Emperor of Austria interposed.

“T cannot allow,” he said, * free institutions so near
my throne. They will excite disaffection among my
subjects. I shall therefore consider the granting of a
constitution as a declaration of war against me.”

The Emperor of Russia also issued an equally impera-
tive remonstrance. Thus the king forfeited his pledge,
being unable to redeem it without involving his king
dom in a desolating and hopeless war.

When the allies met at Vienna to partition out

1" Las Casas; ii. 865

3 “This was a gigantic contest; for his enemies, by deceiving their subjects
with false promises of liberty, had brought whole nations against him.” — Na.
pier's War in the Peninsula, vol. iv. p. 205.
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Europe among them, they were not generous in then
treatment of Prussia. Though the kingdom was con-
siderably enlarged, the treaties of 1815 did not give
compactness to her irregular territory. The kingdom
was divided into two very unequal parts,—the eastern
and the western, — separated by the German States of
Hesse, Hanover, and Brunswick. With but a third of
the population of France, Prussia had seven hundred
miles more of frontier to guard. ‘One extremity of
Prussia reached the walls of the French fortress of Thi-
onville, on the Moselle, far west from the Rhine ; while
the other extremity was bordered by the Memel and the
Niemen. There were, in reality, three Prussias,— one
in Poland; one in Germany, and one on the Rhine.!
After these terrible convulsions, Europe, exhausted,

enjoyed repose for many years. Nothing occurred in

Prussia particularly calling for historic notice. In the
year 1840, Frederick William IIL. died, in the sixty-
sixth year of his age. -~ His reign was long, exceedingly
disastrous at its commencement; and though, at its
close, he left Prussia apparently prosperous and happy,
the fires of approaching revolution were slumbering be-
neath the surface.

The sceptre passed to the king’s son, Frederick Wil-
liam IV. To the surprise and consternation of the
king and court, at the time of his coronation, the Prus-
sian diet passed a motion, by a majority of ninety to five,
requesting the king to grant a new law for the organi-
zation of the provincial diets, by which the national
representation should be chosen by the people,in accord:
ance with the royal declaration of 1815, which had
never yet been fulfilled.

1 Encyclopmdia Americana.
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After an embarrassing delay, the king declared that
« he would never consent to a general popular represen-
tation, but that he would pursue a course in accordance
with historical progress, and suited to German nation-
ality.”!

Republican principles were now bursting forth in all
divections throughout the kingdom of Prussia. There
were loud demands that the censorship of the press
should be abolished, that a general parliament of the
whole kingdom should be convoked, and that there
should be publicity of debates. This fermentation of
liberty was peculiarly active in the Rhine provinces.
There was now a steady, constant struggle for many
years, without revolutionary violence, —on the part of
the people for reform, and on the part of the court to
check the progress of liberal ideas.

At length, in the year 1847, the demand for a repre-
sentative government had become so loud and universal,
that the royal cabinet could no longer venture to resist.
On the 3d of February an edict was issued, convoking
a general assembly of the States of Prussia. This was
an_immense step in the path of popular liberty. But
still the spirit of the court was manifest in the royal
speech at the opening of the assembly.

«] have convoked this assembly,” said the king, * to
make myself acquainted with/the wants of the people ;
but the government will not be changed in its essence.
The absolute monarchy has only become consulting. 1
do not deem it for the interest of my people to adopt a
proper. representative government. I consider it my
duty to resist the levelling and innovating spirit of the

* Annual History, vol. xxiii. p. 423,
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age. Iwill never permit a charter to intervene between
me and the duty I owe my people. I will never yield
to the rule of majorities, and will resist to the last
extremity the ruinous democratic designs which are the
disgrace and peril of the age.”!

A stormy debate, of course, followed these bold decla-
rations. — There were three hundred and fifty-three
members of the assembly. = Even in this body, the royal
party — that is, the party in favor of absolute gove;'u-
ment — was so strong, that only by a majority of fifty-
three could a vote be carried in favor of a constitution.
Germany consisted of a conglomeration of a large
number of States, consisting of kingdoms, electorates,
duchies, and principalities. Each State was independ-
ent in the regulation of its local affairs, but bound in
offensive and defensive alliance with the great con-
federation. Austria had long been the predominating
power in this league. Though the crown of the Ger-
manic Empire was €lective, it had forsome time been
almost hereditary in the royal family of Austria. Prussia
had become exceedingly jealous of the domination of
Austria.

A party had arisen in Germany, as in Italy, calling
for unity. Germany contained a populationl of forty
million inhabitants, and had two thousand walled citieé.
It was affirmed, that, by concentration and unity like
that which existed in France and Russia, Ge;man‘;
might become the controlling power in Europe. There
were many leading minds in Prussia in favor of this
unification, hoping by diplomatic intrigue to secure the
imperial crown of United Germany for the King of
Prussia.

1 Annusl History, vol. xxx. p. 826.
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On the 18th of March, 1848, Frederick William IV,
issued a royal proclamation, in which he said, —

“ Above all, we demand that Germany shall be trans-
formed from a confederation of States into onme federal
State. We demand a general military system for Ger-
many; and we will endeavor to form it after that model
under which our Prussian armies reaped such unfading
laurels in the War of Independence. We demand that
the German army be assembled under one single federal
banner ; and we hope to see a federal commander-in-
chief at its head,” &e.

This remarkable document placed the King of Prussia
at the head of the party in favor of German unity,
which was then considered the liberal or popular party.
Austria was by no means disposed thus to yield her
supremacy. The ultra demoerats of the liberal party
regarded this movement of the Prussian king as a mere
feint to gain power which he would wield against
them.

On the evening of March 19, 1848, —the day after
the issuing of the proclamation,— there was an immense
gathering of the populace in King Street, opposite the
palace, in Berlin, to testify their gratitude to the mon-
arch who had thus apparently espoused their cause.
When the king appeared upon the balcony, the sky was
rent with their a¢clamations.

A squadron of eavalry and a hody of infantry were
drawn up under the windows of the palace to preserve
order. The disaffected party wished to provoke the
hostility of the people against the government by excit~
ing a collision between the citizens and the royal troops.
With this design, in the midst of the tumult caused by
the immense gathering, some pistol-shots were fired at
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l[*;}‘x:ltl(z(()ll()z, and an eager party commenced throwing up

The cavalry, without drawing their swords or making
a charge, moved their horses forward, upon the walk
only, to clear the square.. Either by design or accident,
two muskets were discharged from the ranks of the in-
fantry into the retreating mass of the populace. The
response was a general discharge of fire-arms upon the
soldiers from numerous insurgents who had come pre-
pared for that purpose.

The insurrection proved to be very formidable. The
s.tudents of the university, as brave as they were intel-
ligent, were at its head. A battalion of the guard soon
joined them. L

¢ The cavalry now drew their sabres, and charged the
mob in good earnest. A sanguinary conflict Cllsllid; for
the insurgents had among them a great number of old
soldiers as well trained to arms as the royal troops, and
the students combated with the wtmost resolution.
The conflict continued until nightfall, and even long
after it had become dark, by the light of the bumin§
ho.uses, several of which were broken into, and, after
l)emg sacked, were set on fire by the inhabitants.

“ Overwhelmed with terror at this calamitous event,
which cost sixty persons their lives, besides four times
that number wounded, the king issued a proclamation,
addressed to * My beloved Berliners,” in' which he ex-
pressed the utmost regret at the events which had
occurred, and declared that the confliet had arisen
from accident and the shots first fired from King
Street.” I

! Alison, vol. viii. p. 418.
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The king was an ultra absolutist. His cabinet was in
perfect sympathy with him in his hatred of populaz
liberty. The more intelligent of the liberal party under-
stood full well that the king, in advocating German
unity, sought only to consolidate the powers of despot-
ism. He wished tc become emperor of united Germany,
that he might sway a sceptre of unrestrained power like
that wielded by the Sultan of Turkey and the Czar of
Russia. He could thus easily silence the clamors of the
people for reform. But the king was greatly alarmed
by the indication the insurrection gave of the most for-
midable opposition to his views. There was infinite
danger that the insurrection would become revolution
unless he instantly retraced his steps.

« The next morning, the king gave token of his sub-
mission by accepting the resignation of his whole minis-
ters, who were immediately succeeded by a new cabinet,
composed of known liberals.

% On the 20th, a general amnesty was proclaimed ; and
the whole persons in custody on account of the insurree-
tion were liberated without bail; and two additional
ministers were appointed, known. to belong to the most
advanced liberals. On the 22d, the bodies of the citizens
who had been killed in the affray on the evening of the
18th were paraded with great pomp before the royal
palace ; and the king was obliged to submit to the hu-
miliatior. of inclining his head before the lifeless remains
of those who had perished under the sabres of his
guards. At the same time, the king published a decree
appointing ‘a national guard: in the capital, and ordered
the royal troops to leave the city; and after riding
through the streets in the German uniform, in the
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course of which he made repeated protestations of his
anxious desire for German freedom, he issued two proc-
lamations, in which he openly announced his intention
of putting himself at the head of the restored and united
(ierman nation.” !

* Alison, vol. iii, p. 418

CHAPTER VIIL
STRUGGLES FOR LIBERTY.

T is a great mistake to suppose, that, in the
great conflicts which have agitated the
monarchies of Europe, there has been a

%{ clearly-marked line of division between
5% the oppressed-people -on the-ene side, and
; the despotic kings and courts on the other.
~—’ The people have been in antagonism be-
tween themselves; and often the large majority have
been in favor of the old feudal despotisms. The people
in Prussia were thus divided. The Catholic party,
which was quite numerous, and which embraced a laxge
part of the peasantry, strongly opposed the liberal
movement. The Poles were mostly in favor of it.  As
a_general rule, the liberals, as they were called, were

confined to the large towns. The peasantry were
opposed to change.

While Prussia was in ‘this state of agitation, the
newly-appointed assembly met, on the 2d of April, to
draw up a constitution. The king, in opening the
assembly, said, —

« His Majesty has promised a real constitutional
charter, and we are assembled to lay the foundation-

stone of the edifice. We hope that the work will
8 118
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proceed rapidly, and that it will perfect a constitution
Jor the whole German race.” The following were the
fundamental prineiples of the constitution, presented hy
the king, and adopted by the assembly : —

1. Every householder twenty-four years of age was
entitled to a vote for representation in the lower house.

2 Every five hundred voters could choose an elector.

8 Every householder thirty years of age was eligible
as a deputy.

4. Two deputies were to be chosen by every sixty
thousand inhabitants.

The king also promised to lay before them a bill
providing for freedom of the press, personal liberty, the
right of meeting and petitioning, the publicity of judi-
cial proceedings, trial by jury, and equal civil and
political rights for all persons.

These regulations referrggl to Prussia alone, and
could bind no other State of Germany. ~ Still the agita-
tion in  Prussia. extended throughout all the German
States.

The legislature was to consist of two houses. The
first, or senate, was composed of the princes of the
blood royal, and sixty peers appointed by the king ; and
also of one hundred and eighty members, to be chosen
by the people. The dignity of the sixty peers was
hereditary. - The others were: chosen for eight years.
No commoner ecould be chosen who was not in receipl
of an income of two thousand five hundred dollars.

The members of the lower house were to be elected

for four years, and were subject to no property qualifica-
tion. This constitution, though a great advance from
the absolutism of the past, did by no means satisfy the
democratic leaders. During the whole summer, there
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were excited gatherings of the people, and violent and
inflammatory debates. There were mobs in the streets
of Berlin, and many acts of violence were perpetrated.

Under these circumstances, the king resolved on very
energetic repressive measures. Assuming the pretence
of a general review of the royal forces, fifty thousand
troops were assembled at Potsdam. Gen. von Wrangel,
a very determined royalist, was appointed to command
them. The review took place on the 22d of September,
1848, In an order of the day, the general thus ad-
dressed the troops: —

“ The king has honored me with the highest proof of
his confidence in giving me command of all the troops.
I will establish order when it is disturbed. = The troops
are stanch, their swords are sharpened, and their mus-
kets are loaded. It is not against you, men of Berlin,
that this is done, but to protect you. Grass is growing
in your streets. Your houses are empty. Your shops
are full of goods, but void of purchasers. This must be
changed ; and it shall be changed. I swear it to you;
and a Wrangel never yet failed in keeping his word.”

The Burgher Guard, a body somewhat corresponding
with our militia, were in sympathy with the people.
Though this was the natural force to be called upon to
preserve order in the city, it could not be relied upon by
the king. « In a discussion which took place upon the
articles of the constitution, it was decided, by a vote of
two hundred and seventeen to one hundred and thirty-
four, that, in the title given to the king, the words, * by
the grace of God,” should be omitted. This was very
distinetly announcing the democratie principle, that the
king’s sole title to the throne was the will of the people.

Nearly all branches of business were thrown inta
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confusion by these distractions and agitations. The
chief manufactories were closed. Thousands were
without employment and without bread. The assem-
bly, chosen by popular suffrage, had a decided majority
in fayor of reform. | This majority kept up a constart
warfare against the king and court, confident of sup-
port, should it be needed, from the Burgher Guard and
the populace at Berlin.

On the 31st of October, 1848, the assembly passed a
resolution, ¢ that all Prussians are equal before the law ;
that neither privileges; titles, nor rank, are to exist in
the State ; and that the nobility are abolished.” In fact,
the democratic clubs now governed the assembly, con-
trolling its ‘measures by the menaces of the mob.
“ Not content with the majority which they already
possessed 'in the assembly, the mob from without, with
the avowed purpose of intimidating the conservative
members, broke into its hall, amply provided with ropes,
nails, and nooses, as a preparation for summary hang-
ing.”!

The king speedily developed the resolute measures
he had decided to adopt. He dismissed his liberal min-
istry, and appointed, defiantly, an administration of
the most decided conservatists. It was certain that a
collision would soon occur. The king, having inaugu-
rated the new ministry, sent in a royal decree to the
assembly, stating that the insubordination in the streets
of Berlin was such, that he transferred the sitfings to
Brandenburg.

A scene of fearful violence ensued. The monarchical
party, fifty in number, withdrew with the president

1 Alison, vol. viii. p. 428,
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The rest, in a state of iutense excitement, passed a
series of indignant remonstrances, and declared them-
selves in permanence. Thirty of the members remained
in the house all night.

The next morning, as the members began to arrive,
they found the building surrounded by royal troops,
who were ordered to allow any one to go out, but none
to go in. The Burgher Guard warmly espoused the
cause of the assembly. The majority, two hundred
and twenty-five in number, which remained after the
withdrawal of the monarchical members, re-assembled,
at an early hour next morning, in the hall of the Schiit-
zen Gild. Before daylight, a numerous body of the
Burgher Guard, well armed, had met around that hall
for the protection of the assembly.

The king immediately issued a proclamation, dissolv-
ing the Burgher Guard, and ordering them to give up
their arms. No attention was paid to the order. The
order was reiterated more peremptorily; thirty thou-
sand royal troops were brought into the city ; and Ber-
lin was declared in a state of siege. As there were but
fifteen thousand Burgher Guards, and the royal troops
were incomparably better disciplined, the Guard dis-
persed, and a bloody contest was avoided.

The next day, the assembly again met in the Schiit-
zen Gildhall. An officer from Gen. Wrangel ordered
them to disperse as an illegal assembly. <« Never, till
forced by arms!” was the cry of the assembly. The
vice-president was in the chair. A body of soldiers en-
tered. Four officers quietly lifted up: the chair upon
which the vice-president was seated, and carried 1g,
with its occupant, into the street. The members fol«
lowed in a state of great exasperation.
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The assembly made several other efforts to meet ;
but it was always dispersed by the soldiery, without
bloodshed. The months rolled on, fraught with in-
trigue, agitation, peril, and distress. The people, in
their blindness, were often warring against their own
interests. The court was struggling to retain the des-
potic power which had descended to it through the
dreary ages.

Throughout all the States of Germany, there had been
a struggle between the democratic and monarchical party
in reference to the choice of the Emperor of the Ger-
man Confederacy. The democrats wished to have any
man of ability eligible : the monarchists wished to con-
fine the choice to one of royal blood.

In the diet at Frankfort, in 1849, it was voted, by 258
to 211, that the choice should be limited to one of the
ruling sovereigns of Germany. It was then moved
that the imperial crown should be offered to the King
of Prussia. After an exciting debate of eleven days
upon, this subject; it was announced, by a vote of 280
out of 558, that the King of Prussia was chosen em-
peror.

¢ The time was when this flattering offer would have
been joyfully accepted; but time had worked many
changes. The imperial crown, as now tendered, was
very different from the imperial erown as originally
coveted. ‘Being elective, it more nearly resembled the
presidency of America, or the empire of imperial Rome.
than the old Germanic diadem.

“Austria had openly declared  against the union of
all the confederacy under one head; and there could
be little doubt that the acceptance of the imperial
crown by Frederick William would at once bring on a
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war with that power, backed by Russia, with whom she
was now in closest alliance. Influenced by these con-
siderations, the king determined to decline the proffered
honor.”!

The new constitution prepared by the general as-
sembly at Frankfort was rejected by Austria, Bavaria,
Hanover, and Saxony. It was, however, received hy
twenty-one of the lesser States of Northern Germany.
These minor States concurred, by a collective vote, in an
address to the King of Prussia, urging him to accept
the proffered dignity.

All Germany was thrown into confusion by these dis-
cussions ; and there were insurrections, which were
only quelled by the sword. It was manifest that the
constitution of Frankfort could not be accepted. The
Kings of Prussia, Hanover, and Saxony, met, and drew
up, with great precision, a constitution of a hundred
and ninety articles, By this arrangement, the imperial
crown was made hereditary in the Prussian monarchy.
The liberals, in derision, ealled this the * Constitution
of the Three Kings.” Neither Austria nor Bavaria
would accept it. Thus it failed.

While the King of Prussia was thus struggling to
gain the ascendency in Germany, the spirit of revclu-
tion continued to agitate his kingdom. A new cham-
ber of deputies was chosen, which consisted strongly
of democrats. —The  representatives boldly ~declared
themselves against the government. The -challenge
thus thrown down was accepted by the court. On the
20th of April, 1849, a circular was addressed by the
Prussian cabinet to all the States of Germany. In this
it was said, —

* Alison, vol. viii. p. 481.
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“ Prussia engages to oppose the revolutionary agita-
tion of the times with the utmost energy, and promises
to furnish the other governments with timely assistance
for the same purpese. The danger is a common one.
Prussia will not hetray its mission to interfere, in the
hour of peril, wherever and in any manner it may deem
necessary. It is convinced that a limit must be put to
the revolution of Germany. This cannot be effected
by mere passive resistance: it must be done by active
interference.” *

Thus the King of Prussia endeavored to place him-
self at the head of the party opposed to reform; and
thus he called upon all throughout Germany, who were
in sympathy with his views, to rally to his support. He
wished for a united Germany, that he might consoli-
date the powers of absolutism, and, with the tramp of
his armies, crush out the revolutionary spirit. The lib-
erals wished for a united Germany, that republican
freedom might work in unison, and that their nation
might be brought more in harmony with the United
States of America.

The king invited a congress of all the German
princes to meet in Berlin in May, 1849. Twenty-two
of the minor princes came; but Austria, Bavaria,
Wurtemberg, and Saxony declined the invitation. The
assembly was a failure.

An American gentleman, who was in Berlin at that
time, gives the following interesting account of the
scenes which he witnessed. This was in 1848, when
William I. was not yet king, but only crown prince, the
king’s brother. 'We give the narrative in his words,
though abbreviated : —

t Annusl Register, 1849, p. 849.
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“The king, in those days, was his poor Majesty Clic-
quot, as he was called, —a man not without literary cul-
tivation, of a great deal of maudlin sentimentality, and
a prodigious capacity for drinking champagne; but
champagne and political sentimentality were his bane
and ruin. It was a great pity both for him and his
eountry ; but his Majesty was not respected.

“ For many days, in Berlin, there had been thunder in
the air. It was evident that something impended. The
reading-rooms along the pleasant street, Unter den Lin-
den, and all the &ier lokals, were full of attentive students
of the papers, who discussed the chances of events. At
length, the final news came.! The first thing that we
heard in Berlin was, that the government was ready, and
had plenty of soldiers. Probably it knew the necessity:
for the city had an air of suppressed excitement; and
the feeling was such, that troops of the cavalry of the
paternal government paraded the streets at night to
help everybody keep quiet.

“But the amazing and sudden success of the revolu-
tion in France put all the erowned heads of Europe in a
pani¢; and they began to make concessions to the people.
It was pitiful to see, because it implied a kind of con-
scious robber relation between the rulers and the nations.
The kings seemed like pirates who had been overtaken,
and, in mortal terror at the probable consequences of
.heir crimes, proposed to disgorge their plunder. They
professed willingness to restore large shares of the treas-
ures of liberty that they had stolen; and were evidently
much more conscious, at that moment, of the power of
the people, than of their ¢ God-given’ authority. King

1 The news of the revolution in France of 1848, rumors of which had already
spread through all Europe, creating intense excitement.
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Clicquot went with the rest, and promised well: thers
should be a constitution, and all the modern improve-
ments, added to the political edifice of Prussia. There
were optimists in those startling days, who thought that
Eurepe was to be republicanized by the mere force of
reason ; and that kings were about gracefully to own
themselves in the wrong, and to retire.

“ But suddenly, one Saturday afternoon in Berlin, the
mere force of reason gave way. The writer was dining
with some student friends at the old Belvidere. While
we were yet dining, anxious faces appeared; and we were
told that trouble was brewing. A crowd of people had
been to the royal palace to demand arms, and they had
been refused. The revolution was coming : the tidal
wave was even now lifting us. We all arose, and went
out. A huge concourse of men was swiftly swarming
from the palace into the broad street. As it passed
along like a_ dark cloud, covering eyery thing with
shadow, doors and windows were closed ; and shop-keep-
ers hurried to make all fast. Before the palace of the
Prince of Prussia, his present Majesty King William, a
carriage was standing ; and, the moment the crowd had
passed, the Princess of Prussia, the present queen, and
a beautiful woman, came out with children, and stepped
quickly into the carriage, which drove off rapidly to-
ward the king’s palace. The crowd swept on; and the
leaders of revolution knew that the hour had come.

“ As we strolled curiously along, we saw men with
clubs and iron bars, hurrying by, evidently, to a rendez-
vous ;. and officers on horseback clattered through the
streets, which all carriages had deserted. The leaders
knew that no time could be safely lost; and by three
o’clock barricades were rising in the chief streets that
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led into Unter den Linden. We turned into our room
in the Friedrich Strasse, and at the same moment saw
from the window that a crowd had brought the materi-
als to build a barricade just beneath it.

« The barricade was soon built; and the sound of
firing grew heavier and nearer. We heard the approach
of soldiers advancing upon the barricade. At the same
moment, the sloping roof of the .house opposite the
window began to heave, and was finally burst through
by the iron bars of the insurgents, who, completely pro-
tected by the eaves from the fire of the soldiers in the
street, could throw down upon them every kind of
deadly missile. But the clear voice of the commanding
officer ordered, loud enough for all on the neighboring
houses to hear; that the troops should fire upon every
person who appeared at a window; and he sent a de-
tachment into the opposite house. The barricade was
then assaulted and caxried. But for hours the alarm-bells
rang, and the sharp volleys of musketry rattled, and the
dull heavy cannon thundered and shook the air. A
great battle was going on in the city. The moon shone ;
the white clouds drifted through the sky; and there was
no other sound than that of the bells, the muskets, and
the cannon.

« The next day, the city was like a city that had been
carried by assault. The soldiers had taken the barri-
cades, and held the streets. But there was a universal
feeling that the people were strong enough to bring
King Clicquot to terms; and there was bitter hatred of
the Prince of Prussia, who had counselled and directed
the operations of the night. The king issued a senti-
mental proclamation to his Ziche Berliner (his dear Ber-
linese). But the dead were carried to ik2 royal palace,
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and brought into the court; and his poor Majesty was
compelled to come to the window and look upon his
subjects, whom he was plainly told that he had mur-
dered. He wept and promised ; and it was understood
that his brother sharply reproached him for not main-
taining his prerogative by the grace of God. But there
was a kind of national guard organized and armed.
There was a solemn and triumphal funeral of the dead ;
and Humboldt walked in the procession among the na-
tional mourners. There was a little feeble talk of Clic-
quot as Emperor of Germany ; but, after the ludicrous
and brief empire of the Archduke John, the last of poor
Clicquot’s wits ebbed away. Robert Blum, the popular
leader, had been shot ; and the Prince of Prussia, becom-
ing king, stoutly held that he owed his crown to God,
and was responsible to him, and not to the people.” !

1 Harper's Magazine, November, 1870,

CHAPTER IX.
KING WILLIAM I.

HUS the tumult of affairs continued, ever
varying, and yet ever essentially the
same, until the year 1857. The king,
Frederick William IV., then gave indu-
bitable evidences of insanity: it conse-
quently became necessary for him to
withdraw from the government. As he
had no children, his next brother, William, was declared
regent. William was exceedingly unpopular, in conse-
quence of his openly-avowed advocacy of absolutism,
and his implacable hostility to popular reform. For
four years, the Crown Prince, William, reigned as
regent; then, upon the death of his brother, he was
crowned king on the 2d of January, 1861.

William 1., who now occupies the throne, was the
seeond son of Frederick William III. He was born
on the 22d of March, 1797. In 1829, he married the
Duchess Catharine of Saxe-Weimar. He has two
children. The eldest, the Crown Prince, Frederick
William Nicholas Charles, was born Oect. 18, 1831.
He was married to Victoria, Princess Royal of
Great Britain, on the 25th of January, 1858. The
younger child, the Princess Louisa Maria, was born

125
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Dec. 3, 1838; and married, on the 20th of September
1856, the Grand Duke Frederick of Baden.

The coronation of the king took place in the ancient
town of Konigsberg.. In this city, which is situated
upon one of the inlets of the Baltic Sea, there is an
antique castle, very imposing in its structure, which
overlooks and commands the ‘city. In the chapel
of this venerable edifice, the ceremony of coronation
took place.

There was no enthusiasm on the occasion. The
king, who had already attained the age of sixty-four,
a bluff, stern man, fully conscious that he was hated
by the populace, whom he despised, apparently made
no efforts to secure popularity. He was far too proud
to seek the applause of the canaille. An eye-witness
thus graphically describes the scene at the coro-
nation : —

“The first time I saw the king was when he rode
in procession through the ancient city, some two or
three days before the performance of the coronation.
He seemed a fine, dignified, handsome, somewhat bluff
old man, with gray hairs and gray mustache, and an
expression, which, if it did not denote intellectual
power, had much of cheerful strength and the charm
of a certain kind of frank manhood about it. He
rode well, —riding is one of the accomplishments in
which kings almost always excel,—and his military
costume became him.

“ Certainly no one was just then disposed to be very
enthusiastic about him: but every one was inclined to
malke the best of the sovereign and of the situation; to
forget the past, and to look hopefully into the future.
The manner in which the coronation ceremony was

EKING WILLIAM I.

conducted, and the speech which the king delivered
soon after it, produced a terrible shock of disappoint-
ment ; for in each the king manifested that he under-
stood the crown to be a gift, not from his people, but
from Heaven.

“To me, the ceremonies in the chapel, splendid and
picturesque as was the mise en scéne, appeared absurd,
and even ridiculous. The king, bedizened in a regal
costume which suggested Drury Lane or Niblo’s
Garden, lifting a crown from off the altar, and, without
intervention of human aid other than his own hands,
placing it upon his head to signify that he had his
crown from Heaven, not from man; then putting
another crown upon the head of his wife to show that
she derived her dignities from himj and then turning
round, and brandishing a gigantic sword, as symbolical
of his readiness to defend state and people, —all this
secemed to me too suggestive ol the opéra comique
to suit the simple dignity of the handsome old
soldier.

“ Far better and nobler did he look in his military
uniform, and with his spiked helmet, as he sat on his
horse in the streets, than when, arrayed in crimson
velvet cloak and other such stage paraphernalia of
conventional royalty, he stood in the castle chapel, the
central figure in a ceremonial of medival splendor, and
worse than medieval tediousness.”!

The king is a man of unusually fine physique. He
is of majestic and well-proportioned form; and his
finely-chiselled features are expressive of that indomita-
ble resolution which has characterized every act of his

1 Mr. Justin McCarthy, in Galaxy for October, 1870.
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life. There was present on this occasion Marshal
McMahon, Duke of Magenta. He had just returned
from the campaign in Italy against the Austrians,
where he had won his title and European renown.
At the coronation, he represented the empire of
France.

“There was great curiosity among the Konigsberg
public to get:a glimpse of the military hero; and, al-
though even Prussians could hardly be supposed to take
delight in a fame acquired at the expense of other
Germans, I remember being much struck with the
quiet, candid good humor with which people acknowl-
edged that he had beaten their countrymen. There
was, indeed, a little vexation and anger felt when some
of the representatives of Posen, the Prussian Poland,
cheered somewhat too significantly for McMahon as
he drove in his carriage from the palace.

“The Prussians generally felt annoyed that the Poles
should have thus publicly and ostentatiously demon-
strated their sympathy with France, and their admiration
of the French general who had defeated a German
army. ~But except for this little ebullition of feeling,
natural enough on both sides, McMahon was a popular
figure at the king’s coronation; and, before the cere-
monies were over, the king himself had become any
thing but popular.

“ The foreigners liked him, for the most part, because
his manners were plain, frank, hearty, and agreeable ;
and to foreigners it was matter of little consequence
what he said or did in accepting his crown. But the
Germans winced under his blunt repudiation of the
principle of popular sovereignty; and, in the minds
of some alarmists, painful and odious memories began
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to revive, and transform themselves into terrible omens
for the future.”?

William I. had but a bloody record to present.
Every uprising of the people in behalf of liberty,
whether in Prussia or in any other of the States, he had
boen eager to cut down with the sword. More than
once, his dragoons had crimsoned the pavements of the
streets of Berlin with the blood of its citizens; and
when, in Hanover, in Saxony, in Baden, the people
attempted by violence to effect that reform which they
found themselves unable to attain by peaceful means,
the helmeted squadrons of Prince William hewed them
down, and trampled them in the dust.

« This pleasant, genial, gray-haired man,” writes Mr.
McCarthy, “whose smile had so much of honest frank-
ness, and even a certain simple sweetness, about it, had
a grim and blood-stained history behind him. The blood
of the Berliners was purple on those hands which now
gave so kindly and cheery a welcome to all comers. The
revolutionists of Baden held in bitter hate the stern
prince, who was so unscrupulous in his mode of crush-
ing out agitation.

« From Cologne to Konigsberg, from Hamburg to
Trieste, all Germans had for years had reason, only too
strong, to regard William, Prince of Prussia, as the most
resolute and relentless foe of popular liberty. During
the greater part of his life, the things he promised to do,
and did, were not such as free men could approve. e
set out in life with a general detestation of liberal prin-
ciples and of any thing which suggested popular revolu-
tion.”

1 Mr. Justin McCarthy, Galaxy, October, 1870
®
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King William is not regarded by any who know him
as 2 man of superior abilities, or of much intelligence.
He has a dogged firmness of character, which his friends
call decision, and his. enemies stigmatize as obstinacy.
His strongest mental development consists of a cling-
ing to the despotism of the past, and a horror of reform.
[n the year 1815, he was one of the princes who entered
Paris with the allies as they trampled beneath iron hoofs
the first empire in France. Since then, he has seemed
conscientiously to deem it his divinely-appointed mis-
sion to keep the people in subjection.

Frederick William IV. was one of the most vacillating
of men. He was kind-hearted, and sought the happiness
of the people, but had not sufficient force of character
{n mark out and pursue any clearly-defined policy.
William I. is one of the most inflexible monarchs who
ever sat upon a throne. ~ The fundamental principle of
hisreign seems to be, that there shall be no innovations.
The policy of the government is, not to bend to meet the
exigencies of modern times, but to force those exigen-
cies' to frame and mould themselves in accordance
with the existing government.

“ William I.,” writes Mr. McCarthy, ¢ was for many
years a downright, stupid, despotic old feudalist. At
one of his brother’s councils he flang his sword upon
the table, and vowed that he would rather appeal to that
weapon than consent to rule overa people who dared
to claim the right of voting their own taxes.”

Unattractive as appears the character of William I.,
he has secured a certain degree of respeet by the un-
questionable and almost religious sincerity with which
he pursues his inflexible course. The simplicity of his
mode of living and of his address invested the bluff,

KING WILLIAM I. 131

unpolished soldier with a certain charm over the minds
of the people. The gray-haired old man could often be
seen by the passers in the streets, sitting at one of
the windows of his palace, reading or writing.

It is reported that domestic discord disturbs the repose
of the palace. In the celebrated diary of Varnhagen
von Ense, which seems to be authentic, and which very
graphically describes life in the Prussian court, it is
stated that the king and his wife Augusta do not live
very lovingly together. Augusta has a veir of radical-
ism in her nature, and cannot conceal a certain degree
of admiration for some of those popular leaders in Ger-
many, and other parts of Europe, whom her husband
detests and despises. King William is far too stubborn
a man to be a yielding and agreeable companion.

Varnhagen represents the king as naturally kind-
hearted, but dull, brusque, and pig-headed in the ex-
treme, — a man who will not do what he thinks is wrong;
and who will do what he believes to be right, come what
may. He is like those conscientious inquisitors who
prayed God to strengthen them to break the bones of her -
etics on the rack, and to consign them to the flames.

From the revelations of Varnhagen, which have never
been contradicted, it does not appear that the court in
Berlin has been, in modern times, a model of purity.
Humboldt was a constant inmate of that court.  From
Lis diary, it appears how thoroughly he despised most of

these royal personages by whom he was patronized.
His life at court must often have been almost loathsoms
toshim, The following anecdote throws a flood of light
upon the character, or at least the reputation, of the
court: —

“The late King of Hanover was a coarse, rough, un-
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cultivated man. His reputation for brutality was such,
that he was accused, by the general voice of the people,
of the murder of his valet.

« He once accosted Humboldt in the palace of the lata
King of P-ussia, and, with his customary brusqueness,
inquired why it was that the court was always full of
philosophers and dissolute characters. . Humboldt re-
plied, ¢Perhaps the king invites the philosophers to
meet me, and the others to please your Majesty.” !

After the coronation of the king, he grew, month after
month, increasingly unpopular. He quarrelled con-
stantly with his parliament, silenced the journals, and
persecuted every one who ventured to speak in favor of
reform. Count Bismarck, to whom we shall hereafter
allude, was in entire sympathy with the king in his
hostility to representative governments, and in his sup-
por