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as if my scholarship were sufficient evidence that I was of
“gentle blood.” Thus I lived with them for three days,
and great part of a fourth; and, from the undiminished
kindness which they continued to show me, I believe I
might have stayed with them up to this time, if their
power had corresponded with their wishes. On the last
morning, however, I perceived upon their countenances, as
they sat at breakfast, the expression of some unpleasant
communication which was at hand ; and soon after one of
the brothers explained to me that their parents had gone,
the day before my arrival, to an annual meeting of Metho-
dists, held at Caernarvon, and were that day expected to
return ; “and if they should not be so civil as they ought
to be,” he begged, on the part of all the young people, that
I would not take it amiss. The parents returned, with
churlish faces, and “ Dym Sassenach” (no English), in
answer to all my addresses. I saw how matters stood;
and so, taking an affectionate leave of my kind and inter-
esting young hosts, I went my way. For, though they
spoke warmly to their parents in my behalf, and often
excused the manner of the old people, by saying it was
“only their way,” yet I easily understood that my talent
for writing love-letters would do as little to recommend me,
with two grave sexagenarian Welsh Methodists, as my
Greek Sapphics or Alecaics ; and what had been hospitality,
when offered to me with the gracious courtesy of my young
friends, would become charity when connected with the
barsh demeanour of these old people. Certainly, Mr.
Shelley is right in his notions about old agse; unless power-
fully counteracted by all sorts of opposite agencies, it is a
miserable corrupter and blighter to the genial charities of
the human heart.

Soon after this I contrived, by means which I must omit
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for want of room, to transfer myself to London.  And now
began the latter and fiercer stage of my long-sufferings—
without using a disproportionate expression,'I might say
of my agony. For I now suffered, for upwards of sixteen
weeks, the physical anguish of hunger in various degrees of
intensity ; but as bitter, perhaps, as ever any human being
can have suffered who has survived it. I would not need-
lessly harass my reader’s feelings by a detail of all that I
endured ; for extremities such as these, under any circum-
stances of heaviest misconduct or guilt, cannot be contem-
plated, even in description, without a rueful pity that is
painful to the natural goodness of the human heart. Let
it suffice, at least on this occasion, to say, that a few frag-
ments of bread from the breakfast-table of one individual
(who supposed me to be ill, but did not know of my being
in utter want), and these at uncertain intervals, constituted
my whole support. During the former part of my suffer-
ings (that is, generally in Wales, and always for the first
two months in London) I was houseless, and very seldom
glept under a roof. To this constant exposure to the open
air T ascribe it mainly that I did not sink under my tor-
ments. Latterly, however, when colder and more inclement
weather came on, and when, from the length of my suffer-
ings, I had begun to sink into a more languishing condition,
it was, no doubt, fortunate for me, that the same person fo
whose breakfast-table I had access, allowed me to sleep ina
large unoccupied house, of which he was tenant. ' Unoccu-
pied, I eall it, for there was no household or establishment
in it; nor any furniture, indeed, except a table and a few
chairs. But I found, on taking possession of my new quar-
ters, that the house already contained one single inmate,
a poor friendless child, apparently ten years old ; but

she seemed hunger-bitten, and sufferings of that sort oftem
' 2




CONFESSIONS OF AN

make children look older than they are. From this for-
lorn child I learned that she had slept and lived there
alone for soms time before I came; and great joy the poor
creature expressed when she found that I was, in future,
%o be her companion through the hours of darkness. The
house was large ; and, from the want of furniture, the
noise of the rats made a prodigious echoing on the spacious
staircase and hall; and, amidst the real fleshly ills of
cold, and, I fear, hunger, the forsaken child had found
leisure to suffer still more (it appeared) from the self-created
one of ghosts. I promised her protection against all ghosts
whatsoever ; but, alas! I could offer her no other assistance,
We lay upon the floor, with a bundle of cursed law papers
for a pillow, but with no other covering than a sort of
large horseman’s cloak ; afterwards, however, we discovered,
in a garret, an old sofa-cover, a small piece of rug, and
some fragments of other articles, which added a little to
our warmth. The poor child crept close to me for warmth,
and for security against her ghostly enemies. When I was
not more than usvally ill, T took her into my arms, so that,
in general, she was tolerably warm, and often slept when I
could not; for, during the last two months of my sufferings,
I slept much in day-time, and was apt to fall into transient
dozings at all hours. But my sleep distressed me more
than my watching; for, beside the tumultuousness of my
dreams (which were only not so awful as those which I
shall have to describe hereafter as produced by opium), my
sleep was never more than what is called dog-sleep ; so that

I could hear myself moaning, and was often, as it seemed

to me, awakened suddenly by my own voice; and, about
this time, a hideous sensation becan to haunt me as soon as
I fell into a slumber, which has since returned upon me at
different periods of my life—viz, a sort of twitching (I
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know not where, but apparently about the region of the
stomach), which compelled me violently to throw out my
feet for the sake of relieving it. This sensation com.ing on
as soon as I began to sleep, and the effort to relieve it con-
atantly awaking me, at length I slept only from exhaustion ;
and from increasing weakness (as I said before) I was
constantly falling asleep, and constantly awaking. Mean-
time, the master of the house sometimes came in up:on us
suddenly, and very early, sometimes not till ten 0?]?0}{,
gometimes not at all. He was in constant fear of balhlls".;
improving on the plan of Cromwell, every night he slept in
a different quarter of London; and I ohserve:d that he
never failed to examine, through a private window, the
appearance of those who knocked at the door -before he
would allow it to be opened. He breakfasted alone;
indeed, his tea equipage would hardly have admitted of
his hazarding an invitation to 8 second person—any more
than the quantity of esculent matériel, which, ’for the. most
part, was little more than a roll, or a few biscuits, which he
had bought on his road from the place where he had slept
Or, if he had asked a party, as I once learnedly an.d
facetiously observed to him—the several members of ‘13
must have stood in the relation to each other (not sfztg in
any relation whatever) of succession, as the metaphysmxana
have it, and not of a co-existence; in the relatmn‘of Lh.e
parts of time, and not of the parts of space. Dun.ng l.ns
breakfust 1 generally contrived a reason for 101-1ngmg in,
and, with an air of as much indifference as 1 c.ouid assume,
took up such fragments as he had left—‘sometlmes,‘ indeed,
there were none at all In doing this I commltted_ no
robbery except upon the man himself, who was thus obliged
{d believe) now and then to send out at noon for an e‘xtra.
biscuit ; for, as to the poor child, she was never admitted
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into his study (if I may give that mame to his chief
depository of parchments, law writings, ete.); that room
was to her the Blue-beard room of the house, being regularly
locked on his departure to dinner, about six o’clock, which
usvally was his final departure for the night. Whether
this child were an illegitimate daughter of M. , OF
only a servant, I could not ascertain ; she did not herself
know ; but certainly she was treated altogether as a menial
servant. No sooner did Mr. make his appearance,
than she went below stairs, brushed his shoes, coat, ete. ;
and, except when she was summoned to run an errand, she
never emerged from the dismal Tartarus of the kitchen,.
etc., to the upper air, until my welcome knock at night
called up her little trembling footsteps to the front door.
Of her life during the day-time, however, I knew little but

what I gathered from her own account at night ; for, as
soon as the hours of business commenced, I saw th
absence would be acceptable ; and
went off and sate in the parks, or e

But who, and what, meantime, was the master of the

at my
» in general, therefore, [
lsewhere, until nightfall,
house himself$ Reader, he was one of those anomalous
Ppractitioners in lower departments of the law, who—what
shall I say I—who, on prudential re

asons, or from Tecessity,
deny themselves al

: | indulgence in the luxury of too delicate
® conscience (a periphrasis which might be abridged con-
siderably, but ¢hat I leave to the readers taste) : in many

walks of life a consciénce is a more expensive encumbrance

than a wife or a carriage; and just as people talk of

“laying down?” their carriages, s0 I suppose my friend
Mr. hed “laid down” his conscience for a time;
meaning, doubtless, to resume it as soon as he could aﬁ'orci
it. The inner economy of such a man’s daily life would
present a most strange picture, if I could allow myzelf to
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amuse the reader at his expensa Even with my limited
opportunities for observing what went on, I saw many
scenes of London intrigues and complex chicanery, *cycle
and epicycle; orb in orb,” at which I sometimes smile to
this day—and at which I smiled then, in spite of my
misery. My situation, however, at that time, gave me
little experience in my own person of any qualities in
Mr, —'s character but such as did him honour; and of
his whole strange composition, I must forget everything
bat that towards me he was obliging, and, to the extent of
hiz power, generous,

That power was not, indeed, very extensive ; however, in
eommon with the rats, I sat rent-free ; and, as Dr. Johnson
has recorded, that he never but once in his life had as much
wall-fruit as he could eat, so let me be grateful that on that
gingle occasion T had as large a choice of apartments in a
London mansion as I could possibly desire. Except the
Blue-beard room, which the poor child believed to be haunted,
all others, from the attics to the cellars, were at our ser-
vice; “the world was all before us,” and we pitched our
tent for the night in any spot we ckose. This house I
have already described as a large one; # stands in a con-
spicuous situation, and in a well-known part of London.
Many of my readers will have passed it, I doubt not, within
a few hours of reading this. For myself, I never fail to
visit it when business draws me to London ; about ten:
oclock, this very night, 15th August 1821 —being my
birthday—I turned aside from my evening walk down
Oxford Street, purposely to take a glanee at jt; it is now
occupied by & respectable family, and, by the lights in the
front drawing-room, I observed a domestic party, assembled
perhaps at tes, and apparently cheerful and gay. Mar-
vellous contrast, in my eyes, to the darkness, cold, silence,




22 CONFESSIONS OF AN

and desolation of that same house eighteen years ago, when
its nightly occupants were one famishing scholar and a
neglected child—her, by-the-by, in after. years I vainly
endeavoured to trace, Apart from her situation, she was
not what would be called an interesting child: she was

neither pretty, nor quick in understanding, nor remarkably

pleasing in manners. . But, thank God! even in those years
I needed not the embellishments of novel accessories to
conciliate my affections : plain human nature, in its
humblest and most homely apparel, was enough for me,
and I loved the child because she was my partner in
wretchedness. If she is now living she is probably a
mother, with children of her own; but, as I have said, I
could pever trace her.

This I regret; but another person there was at that time
whom I have since sought to trace with far deeper earnest-
ness, and with far deeper sorrow at my failure. - This
person was a young wowman, and one of that unhappy class
who subsist upon the wages of prostitution. I feel no
ghame, ‘nor have any reason to feel it, in avowing that I
was then on familiar and friendly terms with many
women in that unfortunate condition. The reader needs
neither smile' at this avowal, nor frown ; for, not to
remind my classical readers of the old Latin proverb,
% Sine Cerere,” etc., it may well be supposed that in the
existing state of my purse, my connection/with such women
could not have been an impure one. But the truth is, that
av no time of my life have I been a person to hold myself
polluted by the touch or approach of any creature that wore
a human shape; on the contrary, from my very earliest
youth it has been my pride to converse familiarly, mors
:S'ommio, with all buman beings, man, woman, and child,
that chance might fling in my way—& practice which is
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friendly to the knowledge of human nature, to good feelings,
and to that frankness of address which becomes a man who
would be thought a philesopher ; for a philosopher should
not see w.th the eyes of the poor limitary creature calling
himsclf a wan of the world, and filled with narrow and
self-regarding prejudices of birth and education, but should
%Oi)k upon himself as a catholic creature, and as standing
in equal relation to high and low—to educated and unedu- .
cated, to the guilty and the innocent. Being myself at that
time of necessity a peripatetic, or a walker of the streets,
I naturally fell' in more frequently with those female
peripatetics who are technically called strect-walkers,
Many of these women had occasionally taken my part
against watchmen who wished to drive me off the steps of
houses where 1 was sitting. But one amongst them, the
one on whose account I have at all introduced this subject
—Yyet no! let me not class thee, Oh noble-minded Ann )
with that order of women; let me find, if it be possible,
gome gentler name to designate the condition of her to
whose bounty and compassion, ministering to my necessities
when all the world had forsaken me, I owe it that I am at
this time alive. For many weeks I had walked at nights
with this poor friendless girl up and down Oxford Street,
or had rested with her on steps and under the shelter of
porticos. She could not be so old as myself ; she told me,
indeed, that she had not completed her sixteenth year. By
such questions' as my interest about her prompted, I had
gradually drawn forth her simple history. Hers was g
case of ordinary occurrence (as I have since had reason to
think), and one in which, if London beneficence had better
adapted its arrangements to meet it, the power of the law
might oftener be interposed to protect and to avenge. But
the stream of London charity flows in a channel which,
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I had been leaning my head against her
bosom, and all at once I sank from her arms and fell
backwards on the steps.  From the sensations I then had
I felt an inner conviction of the liveliest kind that without
some powerful and reviving stimulus, I should either have
died on the spot—or should at least have sunk to a point
of exhaustion from which all resiscent under my friendless
circumstances would soon have become hopeless. Then
it was, at this crisis of my fate, that my poor orphan
companion, who had herself met with little but
in this world, stretched out a saving hand to me.

& cry of terror, but without a moment’s delay,

much worse ;

injurieg
Uttering

she ran off
into Oxford Street, and in less time than could be imagined,

returned to me with a glass of port wine and spices, that
acted upon my empty stomach (which at that time would

have rejected all solid food) with an instantaneous power of

restoration: and for this glass the generous girl without &
murmur paid out of her own humble purse at a time

—be it remembered !—when she had scarcely wherewithal
to purchase the bare necessaries of life, and when she
could have no reason to expect that I should ever be
able to reimburse her. Oh! youthful benefactress! how
often in succeeding years, standing in solitary places, and
thinking of thee with grief of heart and perfect love, how
often have I wished that, as in ancient times the curse of g
father was believed to have a supernatural power, and to
pursue its object with a fatal necessity of selffulfilment—
even so the benediction of a heart oppressed with gratitude
might have a like prerogative ; might have power given to
it from above to chase—to haunt—to way-lay—to over-
take—to pursue thee into the central darknoess of a
London brothel, or (if ‘it were possible) into the dark-
ness of the grave—there to awaken thee with an authentic
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message of peace and forgiveness, and of final recon-
mnlat;?)uxllot often weep ; for not on‘Iy do my though;: ilo:
subjects connected with the chief interests ‘:)f ma(.ine fa;
nay hourly, descend a thousand fathoms b'iooof :},Eu‘,ht
tears;” not only does the sternness of my habits t tear:_
present an antagonism to the feelings T'-’h.lch protnpd o
wanting of necessity to those who, being p?);e;fe el
by their levity from any tendency‘ b, mex { la. : resmin;
would by that same levity be made mcapa'elo . ‘w“w:
it on any casual access of such feelines ;—but a so,} S
that all minds which have coutemplated such objec
s, f e n protection from
deeply as I have done, must, for their ow dp s
utter despondency, have early encourage a};n G
gome tranquillising belief as to the fu'u‘.ur.e. a..a.uOLI T
the hierozlyphic meanings of human sufferings. : !\. e
accounts I am cheerful to this hour.; and, as | have Tz : :et
do not often weep:  Yet some feelings, though. not l( l,;l[ﬂ
or more passionate, are more tender than others ; Ia.m' ?w;l,-
when I walk at this time in Oxford Street by lcirre:i.l:l) ““h,‘i]
light, and hear those airsr played on a banje -|:>r:in.I m;wt
years ago solaced me and my dear comnpanion ( ._lf e
always call her), I shed tcars, and muse with l.nyse' et
mysterious dispensation which 0 suddenly and so..u; L“.iil
separated us for ever. How it happ«-ned,_the‘ rerL(def"t 5
understand from what remains of this Introductor)
na;rjc::,o;t'ter the period of the last incident I have :FC?I’(!SF]],
I met, in Albemarle Street, a gentlpmar} of his Ia.t.e ;:a:}'vjs,{);;
household. This gentleman had received hospnl;alt.uz, ;
difitrent occasions, from my falTlﬂy, and he .chu.iunge :nt
upon the strength of my fami.ly hkeutass. .I did notla.f:nfi’
any disguise; I answered his questions ingenuously
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on his pledging his word of honour that he would not

tray me t60 my guardians, I gave him an address to my
friend the attorney’s. The next day I received from him
& ten-pound bank-note. The letter enclosing it was delivered
With other letters of business to the attorney ; but, though
his look and manner informed me that he suspected its
contents, he gave it up to me honourably and without
demur,

This present, from the particular service to which it was
applied, leads me naturally to speak of the purpose which
had allured me up to London, and which I had been (to use
a forensic word) soliciting from the first day of my arrival
in London to that of my final departure,

In 50 mighty a world as London, it will surprise my readers
that I should not have found some means of staving off the
last extremities of penury ; and it will strike then that two
resources at least must have been open to me—viz., either to
seek assistance from the friends of my family, or to turn my
youthful talents and attainments into some channel of
pecuniary emolument. As to the first course, I may obiserve
generally, that what T dreaded beyond all other evils was
the chance of being reclaimed by my guardians ; not doubt-
ing that whatever power the law gave them would have
been enforced against me to the utmost, that is, to the
extremwity of forcibly restoring me to the school which I had
quitted—a restoration which, as it would in my eyes have
been a dishonour, even if submitted to voluntarily, could
not fail, when extorted from me in contempt and defiance
of my own wishes and efforts, to have been a humiliation
worse to me than death, and which would indeed have
terminated in death, 1 was, therefore, shy enough of
applying for assistance even in those quarters where I was
sure of receiving it—at the risk of furnishing my guardians

G
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with any clue of recovering me. But, as-tohi:oﬁtsf:i[;z
particular, though, doubtless, my father had 1dn e
had many friends there, yet (as ten years had pa ey
his death) I remembered few of them even by Il%fl ; e
never having seen London before, except once orTo o
hours, I knew not the address of_even those f?% 2
mode of gaining help, therefors, In Part. the di cuﬁg‘.ned
much more the paramount fear which I have men l{;e ],:
habitually indispc;sur{ me. In regard to t':he other mo th,at
now feel half inclined to join my reader in wonder;n% i
1 should have overlooked it. As a corrector of U -
proofs (if in no other way), I might doubtless have gf;m :
enough for my slender wants. Such an office as hcial
could have discharged with an exemplary and ﬁguu 6 -
accuracy that would soon have gained me the c-onth ::c:ven
my employers. But it must not be forgotfte};) : ,houm
for such an office as this, it was necessary that 1's £
first of all have an introduction to some .respect.a.hle p:he
lisher, and this T had no means of obtaining. Tot sa.z'h:nk
truth, however, it had never once ocm‘:rred to mew o thi i
of literary labours as a source of profit. No 11110‘ 2
sufficiently speedy of obtaining money had ever ;cc;ri;*
to me but that of borrowing it on the strengt oh by
future claims and expectations. This mode I soug t {
every avenue to compass; and amongst other persons
plied to a amed D——*
"‘F’!%‘;ig;“!}i‘i: Lr;md to other advertising moxfeyienders
(some of whom were, I believe, also J evrxs), 1 had. mtr?ducef
iyself with an account of my expectations ; which account,

* Ty this same Jew, by-the-way, some eighteen mon.ths af‘ter:'z:;;l;;
1 applied again on the same business ; and, dating at t?:at htilsmseriouﬂ
b fortunate emough to gain
a respectable college, 1 was  enot !
attention to my proposals, My necessities had not arisen from any
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on examining my father’s will at Doctors’ Commons, they
hed ascertained to be correct. The person there mentioned
as the second son of was found to have all the claims
(or more than all) that I had stated ; but one question still
remained, which the faces of the Jews pretty significantly
suggested—was J that person? This doubt had never
occurred to me as a possible one; I had rather feared,
whenever my Jewish friands scrutinised me keenly, that I

might be too well known to be that person,/and that some

scheme might be passing in their minds for entrapping me
and eelling me to my guardians. It was strange to me to
find my own self materialiter considered (80 I expressed it,

extravagance or youthful levities (these my habits and the naturs of
my pleasores raised me far above), but simply from the vindictiva
malice of my guardian, who, when he found himsslf no longer able to
Prevent me from going to the university, had, as a parting token of
his good nature, refused to sion an order for granting me a shilling
beyond the allowance made to me at s

chool—viz., £100 per annum,
Upon this sum it way, in my time, barely possible to have lived in

college, and not possible to a man who, though above the paltry affecta-
tion of ostentations disregard for money, and without any expensive
tastes, confided nevertheless rather too much in servants, and did nog
delight in the petty details of minute economy. I soon, therefore,
became embarrassed ; and at lengtk, after a most voluminous negotia-
tion with the Jew (some parts of which, if I had leisure to rehearse
them, would greatly amuse my readers), I was put in possession of the
sum I asked for, on the “recular” terms of paying the Jew seventesn
and a-half per cent. by way of annuity on all the money furnished ;
Israel, on his part, graciously resuming no more than about ninety
guineas of the said money, on account of an attorney’s bill (for what
services, to whom rendered, and when, whether at the siege of Jerg-
szlem —at the building of the Second Temple—or
occasion, [ have not vet been able to discover), How many perches
this bill measured I really forget ; but I stil] keep it in a cahinot of
natural curiosities, and sometime or other I belisve I shall presant it
to the British Museum,

on some earliep
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down to Eton. Nearly £3 of the money T had given to my
money-lending friend, on his alleging that the stamps must
be bought, in order that the writings might be preparing
whilst I was away from London. I thought in my heart
that he was lying; but I did not wish to give him any
excuse for charging his own delays upon me. A smaller
sum I had given to my friend the' attorney (who was
connected with the money-lenders as their lawyer), to
which, indeed, he was entitled for his unfurnished lodgings.
About fifteen shillings I had employed in re-establishing
(though in a very humble way) my dress, Of the remainder
I gave one quarter to Ann, meaning on my return to have
divided with her whatever might remain. These arrange-
ments made, soon after six o’clock, on a dark winter even-
ing, I set off, accompanied by Ann, towards Piceadilly ; for
it was my intention to go down as far as Salt hill on the
Bath or Bristol Mail. Our course lay through a part of
the town which has now all disappeared, so that I can no
longer retrace its ancient boundaries—Swallow Street, I
think it was called. Having time enouch before us, how-
ever, we bore away to the left until we came into Golden
Square ; there, near the corner of Sherrard Street, we sat
down ; not wishing to part in the tumult and blaze of
Piccadilly. T had told her of my plans some time before ;
and | now assured her again that she should share in my
good fortune, if I met with any; and that I would never
forsake her, as soon as 1 had power to protect her. This I
fully intended, as mu: h from inclination as from a sense of
dnty ; for, setting aside gratitude, which in any case must
have made me her deltor for life. I loved her as affection-
ately as if she had leen my sister; and at this moment,
with seven-fold tenderness, from pity at witnessing her
extreme dejection. 1 had, apparently, most reason for




