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twenty yem*s. Plymouth Church }ias TI)e‘:%l; 2;13 peacfa,
walking in unity and harm'on}-'. No c’k{uicl1 128 zfnci)m
working power. Its dOllthlOl“-lS.tO evex}y ﬁca]useio -
manity, philanthropy, and religion are al}gt: 'tqn mis-
sion work, and every form of Christian la JIDE, its Amem.
bers take the lead. He seldom 0pposes the mtlodl]l{i.
tion of any subject about which 1!.18 people ‘-T.h?hl tol talk
He will allow an exciting subject, to :;'1}10 -1'11 e s
opposed, to be introduced for debate. I eI ;1 ,-ﬁgw-:
notice of the discussion {rom the pulplrt-. Ll X‘.l“ it
quietly through the whole debate. W h.elil.:ui ug.ll
time comes, with a few kind, carnest words, he wal
squelch out the matter, as a man crushes out a coa
with the heel of his boot.

THE INFLUENCE OF PLYMOUTH CHURCH.

There is but one Plymouth Chureh, because.there s 8
but one Henry Ward Beecher. Tts influence is feltn

every part of this country. When the present fechﬁce
rose from the ashes of the former one, its conveniences,

: 1 1 - appointments;s
parlors social rooms, pianos, and other app )y

8, b
were subjects of general censure Or general ridicule

ination is now erected

Scarcely a church of any denomination is now erecteCis
; S 3
without them. He inaugurated congregational singmg

i inting vell as hymns
led by a choir, and the printing of tunes as well as hy

for the use of the people. = Its fine Sunday-school room; =8

with fountain, flowers, pictures; with its organ, .meilo-:_‘g ]
deon, piano, — tasteful, attractive, and beauhﬁﬂ‘,—‘— “{;eaz .
the subject of general censure —now generally mmita ; 1
where churches have ability and taste. In the style 0
its conference meetings, its Sabbath-school work, and "-::.
sts relief from the dull, tedious routine of the oldel ==

Ix Nrw YoRrxk. 95

time, in its identity with the reforms and humanities
of life, and in its social power, the Plymouth Church
affects nearly all the churches in the land. Should the
pastor die, the church dissolve, and no visible organiza-

.-tion remain, it would speak, though dead, to all parts

of the land, in the islands of the sea, on the mountains
of the Old World, and in all places where spirit and
success attend the ministry of the Word.

MR. BEECHER IN THE LECTURE-ROOM.

Those who have not seen Mr. Beecher in his lecture-
room know little of him, or his power over his people.
The room is large, and will hold a thousand persons.
It is as plain as decency will allow. Settees fill the
room, covered with crimson cushions. A carpet covers
a part of the floor. The platform stands between two
doors at one end of the room. It has neither railing,
desk, nor drapery. A small table holds the Bible and
hymn-hook. Beside it is a cane-seat chair. Promptly
on the hour Mr. Beecher seats himself in the chair, and
gives out the number of the hymn. e uses none of
the formulas so common, such as, “ Let us sing to the
praise of God,” or  Let us introduce our worship,” or
“ Sing, if you please ;” nor does he read the hymn. He
simply says, © 740.” The house is entirely full. The
sound of the people finding the hymn islike the rustling
of autumn leaves. The singing is not a formality. On
the left hand of Mr. Beecher is a grand piano, played
by the organist, which leads the congregation. It is
full, grand, majestic. Mr. Beecher leads. If the con-
gregation sings faintly, he calls for a full chorus. If
they drag, he reminds them that though the words are




96 SUNSHINE AND SHADOW

D. o) I 7 me b 1Ot[ 4
si 15 [J come up LO t}.ﬂl@. SO
S\Eeet, SINg 1ng Mm=u a7

is called on to pray. Another hymn 18 sung, another

prayer offered. Another hymm. Then, .sit1ti11g‘ inqhis
chair, Mr. Beecher m&kes, an 'addl"eiss, Shm}]ﬁljt.eles.t-
ing and tender. He carries %'us audiencf ?} ith roli]ns (1)1;
prayer. All bow the head while ge-uttelb je W 11 ;
tenderness, entreaty, and thanksgiving. His peop ¢ lie
near his heart. Their woes, mets, sorrows, and joys
are borne upward on his petitions. At the (31.03{3f the
loud respiration and the suppressed cough indicate
Low intense the sympathy has been between pastor
and people as they bow at the mercy-seat. } ;
The meeting contimues only an }‘10111‘. The enjoy-
ment runs through the whole service. The houlr1 18
only too short. No one is weary ; no one glad W 9:&11
the closing hymn is given out. H.e QOes not rise to
sive an address, but sits in his chair 1.1ke a professor
Te has much to do with religious experience. He often
kotches his early struggles — some anecdote of his

father ; some mishap of his childhood ; his colleg;
troubles ; his conflicts with poverty; how he groped =3

1 Aior ; 7 it a
i darkness seeking for the Savior; how fllel?uﬂ :
) i i i inted it with his ow
house in Indianapolis, and painted 1t wit !

hands. So he fills up his address, which illustrates

some practical or doctrinal truth. He fills up 1ect\‘11‘6-
room talks, as he calls them, with things rich, spicys
exhilarating and humorous.

In New Yorrk.

HIS CONVERSION.

In a season of much religious interest, Mr, Beecher
gave this account of his conversion. Family influence
led him'into the church. He was a professor before he
was a Christian. He tried to do his duty, but he did
not know his Savior, and had no joy in his service.
He was at Amherst College when a powerful revival
of religion broke out. He was deeply moved. He
passed days in agony, and kneeled by the side of his bed
for hours in prayer. - He was as one alone in a dark
and lonely castle, wandering from room to room, sick,
cold, and in terror. He called on the president of the
college. This was a great cross, as he was known to
be a member of the church. . The president shook his
head as Mr. Beecher told him his condition, and refused
to interfere, lest he should grieve the Holy Spirit. Mr.
Beecher went home mo better, but rather worse. He
attended the village church. He remained among the
inquirers. The minister, talking with the anxious,
came within one pew of him, and then went back to
the pulpit. The college course was completed, and
Mr. Beecher was not converted.

At Cincinnati he began the study of theology. His
father’s influence led him to that course. He entered
the Seminary to please his father, but did not intend to
be a minister. He not only was not a Christian, but
he was sceptical. One of his brothers had swung off
into scepticism, and should another openly follow, he
thought it would break his father’s heart. So he be-
came a student in theology. Some ladies, belonging
to the first families in Cincinnati, invited him to be-

7
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come their Bible-class teacher. How could he.teach
what he did not know, or enforce what he did not
believe? He was a member of the church, and a t—}}eo-
logical student, and he could not honorably decline.
All he need do was to tell the class what the *Gospels
contained. He need not tell them wha}t he thought of
them. So his work began. He studied and coll;}ted
the Gospels. He put together all the passages, ;niltsi,
scraps, and facts that bore on the c.haracter of Jesus,
and his relation to lost men. In this study Jesus ap-
peared to him. He smote the rock, and .the waters
gushed out. He saw the Savior, with all his Tlove a.nld
compassion, and fell at his feet to gdore. “h‘ew_er, till
1 get home,’ gaid Mr. Beecher, ¢ will I. have b.rlghter
visions of my Redeemer. I saw Jesus In al‘l things —
in the flowers, in the fruits, in the trees; in the sk.y,
and, above all things, in the gospel. Years ago, it
my deep anguish at Amherst, had some or:e said 133
me, ¢ Young man, behold the Lamb of God) 1 sho

have then found the Savior, and have been spared

1 ( % i =
years of darkness, anguish and sorrow. This state: =

‘nent was made by Mr. Beecher while he was.deeply
affected. Tears coursed down his cheeks. His emo-
tions, at times, forbade his utterance ; while the great

audience heard, with hushed attention, this revelation =8

of his religious experience.

PERSONAL.

Mr. Beecher assumes no control over his chureh:

The astounding rental goes into the hands of his tru: :-_
tees. They pay Mr. Beecher an annual salary, aﬁh ._
dispose of the rest as they please. In Plymouth Chure
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he is a simple member, and nothing more, except in
the pulpit. He conducts the Friday night meeting,
because the church have voted to have him do so.
When a church meeting is held, he never takes the
chair tnless it is voted that he shall doso. Sometimes
he is elected, sometimes not. The old-fashiened, hard
theology Mr. Beecher does not like. He often selects
the ugly features of that system, and pitches into them
like a pugilist. He holds them up to scorn and deris-
ion, and stamps upon them with his feet. As areligious
teacher, Mr. Beecher regards a man in all his relations.
He preaches to him as he finds him. He takes a child,
and runs him through all the phases of life to old age.
e preaches to-man as a son, a brother, a subordinate ;
as a workman, a clerk, one bound to college or to one
of the professions. He believes Christianity takes hold
of social, moral, and political life. He can turn his
hand to anything. His reading is extensive and
varied. He is a capital mechanic. His farm at Peeks-
kill, his rotation of crops, his rare and choice fruits,
show that he is as superior a farmer as he is a
preacher. In art matters he has few superiors. He
would have been eminent in anything he might have |
chosen to do. No man in the world understands his
physical system better, or conforms more closely, in
eating, sleeping, and exercise, to- the laws of health.
He is thoroughly temperate. He is over fifty years of
age, and is robust and healthy, and has twenty-five
years of hard work in him yet. He lives plainly, is
simple in his dress and in his habits. Seen in the
street, one would sooner take him for an express-man
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in a hurry for the cars, than the most successful
preacher in America.

AS A PASTOR.

Like Spurgeon, Mr. Beecher believes in preaching.

He does no pastoral work, in the proper sense of that
term. Ile visits the sick, buries the dead, performs
marriages, but he must be sent for. His parish is so

immense, so scattered, that he could do nothing else if
he undertook to visit.

IN NEw YoRrk.

X.

HARPER BROTHERS.

RECORD OF FIFTY YEARS. — JAMES'S BOYHOOD. — ORIGIN OF THE HOUSE OF
HARPERS. — ESTABLISHMENT ON FRANELIN BSQUARE. — EMPLOYEES. —

THE CHARACTER OF THE HOUSE, —THE COUNTING-ROOM.

RECORD OF FIFTY YEARS.

James, John, Wesley, and Fletcher Harper — who
compose the house of Harper Brothers —have been in
successful business for fifty years. Their publishing
house, on Franklin Square, is the largest of the kind n
the world. Brockhaus, in Leipsic, and the great estab-
lishments on the continent of Europe, do not combine
all the departments of labor necessary for the produc-
tion of a book. In Furope, books are usually sold in
sheets. Printing is one department, electrotyping
another, and binding a distinct business. The Harpers
print, electrotype, and bind under one roof. The
manuseript is taken from the author, the types from the
foundry, leather from the. currier, and paper from the
mill. They leave the establishment a perfect hook,
printed, illustrated, and bound in the highest style
of art.




