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a warrant on Mr. Wood, and the unde@tanding was
that all warrants from the new commissm.n sho.ul.d.be
gerved through the commandant of the First lerz.smn.
Under the notion of vindicating the la_w,_two additional
warrants were issued, which the commissioners resolved
to have served on Wood by their own men. The
attempt would have been madness. The officers would
never have reached the City Hall steps. They would
have been pounded to jelly by the ma,dde.ned men w.vho
filled the Park, who were yelling, screaming, shouting,
frenzied with excitement and bad whiskey, and cheer-
ing for “ Fernandy Wud.”
General Sanford had fifteen thousand men under
arms. His cannon commanded both White. S.treet arzd
the City Park. He went to the commissioners 1n
White Street, and reminded them of the agreement
that all warrants should be served through him ; that
if the new police undertook to serve papers, they not
only would be destroyed, but that the lives of a thgu—
«and men would be taken before peace could be re-
stored. ¢ Better a thousand lives lost, than that tl_le
dignity of the law be not upheld,” said the commis-
sioners. « Perhaps so,” replied the general, © if you
and I are not among the slain”

AN EPISODE.

While these scenes were being transacted “with the
new commissioners, an interesting episode occurred,
in which the Seventh Regiment bore an important
part. That regiment had accepted an invitation to

accompany Governor King to Boston, and participate -

in the celebration of the battle of Bunker Hill. March-
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ing down Broadway to embark, the regiment was
ordered to halt in front of the City Hall to aid General
Sanford in serving a warrant on Mayor Wood. The
general entered the City Hall in company with the
sheriff;, served the warrant, and left the mayor in
charge of that officer. Supposing the difficulty was
over, the regiment were allowed to embark for Boston.
Considering that their dignity had been lowered by
the aid General Sanford rendered, the commissioners
the next day got out two additional warrants (to which
allusion has been made), which they were resolved the
civil force should serve. General Sanford told the
Commissioners that they could not serve them, and
that he should not allow them to be served. And
how can you prevent it?” said the commissioners.
“I have cannon in the streets, and troops under my
command, and I shall use both if it is necessary. T
will not allow the peace of the city to be broken.”
“Well,” said the commissioners, “ we’ll have a force
here very soon who will protect us, and authority that
will outrank you.” Taking the hint, General Sanford
went to the telegraph office, and sent a telegram to the
colonel of the Seventh Regiment, to the purport,
“ Stay where you are; finish your visit. You are not
needed in New York.”

Previous to this a telegram had been sent to Gover-
nor King, signed by the new commissioners, to which
was added the name of the brigadier general of the
First Division. The purport was,  Return immediately,
and bring with you the Seventh Regiment.” Governor
King received the telegram just as he arose to make a

- speech under the marquée on Bunker Hill. He sup-
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posed New York was in the hands of rioters. He had
0 doubt but that General Sanford was killed, as his

~ pame was not on the telegram, while that of a sub-

ordinate officer was. - Greatly excited, Governor King
left the tent, gave orders for the immediate return of
the Seventh Regiment, took the noon train, and reached
New York at eleven at night. The regiment imme-
diately marched out, and descended the hill on their
way home. At the foot of Bunker Hill they were met
by General Sanford’s order, countermarched, and went
back to their festivities.

THE FINALE.

After assuring the commissioners that they would
not be allowed to attempt to serve the warrants,
General Sanford took Captain Carpenter and Captain
Leonard by the arm, and walked up to the City Hall.
Wood had not resisted the sheriff He recognized
General Sanford’s authority ; but he said he would not
have a warrant served on him while he was alive by
any member of the new police force. The crowd was
so dense in the Park that a lane had to be made for
the officers, and they went single file up to the iron
gates. Matsell was in charge. General Sanford
announced his coming, who his companions were, and
what their business was. They had come from the
Police Commission to serve warrants on Mayor Wood.

The general ordered the gates to be opened, or he -

should batter them down with his cannon. Matsell
reported the order to Mayor Wood, and he ordered the
gates to be opened and the gentlemen admitted. They

found the mayor in his private office, attended by his
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counsel, Judge Dean. IHe was as bland as a summer’s
morning, was very glad to see his friends, had the war-
rants examined by his counsel, who pronounced them
all right ; and, though he had said he would resist unto
death, he was very tame in his submission. The mayor
was ordered to send away the police force from the
City Hall, which he immediately did. This being
done, the gates of the City Hall were thrown back,
and the crowd quietly dispersed. Governor King
sought an interview afterwards with General Sanford,
and thanked him for his wise measures in preserving
the peace of the city. The July riots transpired during
the absence of the military from the state. Had the
city troops not been in Pennsylvania, that flagrant out-
rage would not have been attempted. '

FIRST DIVISION AND THE WAR.

Tvery regiment in the First Division, through its
colonel, offered its services to defend the capital when
it was supposed to be in danger. The Seventh Regl-
ment was the first to march out of the city. It was
immedigtely joined by the leading regiments, who re-
mained in the field as long as their services were needed.
Over one hundred thousand men went from this city to
the support of our flag during the war. Nine thousand
men at one time have been in the field in connection
with the First Division. Three thousand seven hundred
and eighty officers were in the conflict who had be-
longed to the First Division of our city troops. They
were in command of regiments raised in all parts of

" the country.
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PRESIDENTIAL RECEPTION.

Tt ‘has been usual for the First Division to tender a
veception to the President of the United States on his
first official visit to New York. This has been done
since the days of General Jackson. On his way to the
tomb of Douglas, President Johnson passed through
New York. The First Division tendered him the
usual escort. The courtesy gave great offence to many
of our citizens, and shortly after General Sanford was
yemoved, as his friends say, for tendering the escort to
President Johnson and his suite. The division has
never been political, and never can be while it retains
its efficiency as a military organization.

THE PARADES.

There is no public recreation afforded to our citizens
that gives such genuine and general pleasure as the
parade of the division. Thirteen thousand men under
arms, handsomely uniformed and equipped, with ban-
ners, music, and display, are an attractive sight. Broad-
way is cleared. The city for miles sends its tribute to
the pavement. Thousands look on the pleasant sight,
and the troops are cheered through the ‘whole line.
There is in no part of the world so fine a volunteer
corps. When it was proposed to send the Seventh
Regiment of New York to the Exhibition at Paris; as a
specimen of our volunteer military, the idea was derided.
France, it was said, is a nation of soldiers, and we would
simply make ourselves ridiculous in sending young
men from the warchouse, the office, and from trade,
dressed up in uniform, as a specimen of American
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soldiers. The crowned heads of Europe would laugh
at our raw troops, when compared with the standing
armies of the Old World. But the Seventh Regiment
would have created a sensation in Paris. With the ex-
ception of the Imperial Guard of France, there are no
such spldiers in England or France. The men in the
British army are very small. The government has
been obliged to lower the standard of size to get men
to serve at all. The soldiers in the French army look
stunted. The nation seems to have been swept to put
dwarfs in uniform. In discipline, military drill, pre-
cision, and soldierly movements, neither the French
nor English soldiers will compare with our first-class
regiments. I do not refer to the Imperial Guard who
attend on the Emperor’s person, which is the finest
body of men I ever saw. The First Division embraces
the most vigorous, liberal, and noble-hearted of our
citizens. Smart, energetic men, whether merchant or
mechanie, with shrewd and successful young men, are
found in the National Guard. Whatever they under-
take is a success. A concert, a fair, a testimonial, or a
lecture, if they take hold of it, is sure to succeed. If
any one wants aid or- assistance, and can enlist the
sympathies of the military, money is poured ouf like

" water. Our citizen soldiery are the great conservative

element of our community, the guardians of law, and
the true bond of unity between the different sections
of our.country.




