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is called to order promptly on the instant. Each
director has three dollars a day for every board meet-
ing. When the gavel of the president falls; if one of the
directors is at the threshold of the inner door, but has
not crossed it, he gets no pay. In his family Mr. Stout
is one of the most indulgent of fathers. Ilc is a genial,

social, and high-toned friend. He is one of the most

entertaining hosts, and a welcome visitor. His wealth,
accumulated by shrewdness, integrity, and toil, he dis-
tributes with great liberality. From his early life he
has identified himself with religion, humanity, and the
benevolent operations of the day. Ie is a good speci-
men of what New York can do for a resolute, manly
boy, who, with high moral principle, unbending in-
tegrity, and indomitable pluck, resolves to place his
name among the successful and true mén of the land.

IN NEw .YORK.

LXXVII.

JOHN ALLEN’S DANCE-HOUSE.

LOCATION. — A VISIT TO THE DANCE-HOUSE. — AN INSIDE VIEW. — A TALK

WITH ALLEN. — RELIGIOUS SERVICES.— ALLEN %5. SATAN.

Ix another place I have alluded to the dance-cellars
and halls m Water Street. There is one that deserves
special mention. * It is kept by John Allen, one of the
most notorious men in the city. He is well educated,
a man of fine presence, below fifty years of age, a tall,
slim, wiry fellow, sharp and keen. '

LOCATION.

I visited this establishment the other day. It is a
fine brick building, very large and capacious, and he
prides himself upon it as the model establishment of
the city. It stands like a palace among the rookeries
of lower New York. Allen himself was, at one time, a
professedly religious man. Ie was designed for the
ministry, and, it is said, was a student in the Union
Theological Seminary. He has brothers in the ministry,
and his nephews are educated by himself for the sacred
calling. He began life poor, and is now said to be
worth a hundred thousand dollars.
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A VISIT T0O THE DANCE-HOUSE.

In company with a friend, T made a visit to this
dance-house, for the purpose of a personal interview
with Allen. He is very fond of company, and is proud
to have his establishment visited by a minister or a
Christian. My friend was quite well acquainted with
Allen, and introduced me. He immediately seized his
Bible, which lay on the counter, surrounded by half a
dozen religions newspapers, garnished with decanters
and glasses. He is a tonguey man, and argued for half
an hour, intermingling with his religious conversation
the obscene and peculiar phraseology by which his
establishment is kept up; shouting to the jaded and
lagging ¢irls to keep to their work ; heaping impreca-
tions, invectives, and curses upon them, and all the
while holding to the thread of his argument.

AN INSIDE VIEW.

About twenty girls make up the establishment.
They are dressed in a uniform peculiar to themselves.
They wear flashy costumes, scarlet and other gay
colors, short dresses, red topped boots, with bells
affixed to the ankles. They sit on benches waiting for
company, or are grouped in whirling dances. A small
orchestra is in attendance, to the music of which the
dance goes on. A slight fee is demanded for admit-
tance, but the concern is supported by the immense
bar, which is often insufficient to supply the demands
of the thirsty crowd. KEvery one who enters is ex-
pected to dance, and to treat some female of the
establishment. After each dance all the parties on the
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floor go up and drink at the expense of the men. If
parties neither dance nor drink, they are ordered out.
Allen needs no policeman to assist him in clearing his
establishment. - He is a lithe, wiry pugilist, and can
clear his establishment single-handed when he pleases.
Sailors in from a long cruise, hoatmen, longshoremen,
captains, countrymen, patronize the house. The girls
are mostly foreigners, of the lowest order, and come
from the lowest stews and their downward career
is well -nigh -ended.

A TALK WITH ALLEN.

He admitted that he was at war with society, and
society with him. He went into the business, he said,
to make money, and he had made a fortune. He does
not hide his bitterness that society now will not
receive him back. He talks about his children, his
brothers, his nephews, and what he does for benev-
olent causes. IHe has several religious papers, to which
he is particularly attached. Any one who chooses may
read them, and tracts and religious reading are at the

-service of any who have a taste that way.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES.

The roem opens at about eight, and the pastimes -
close at about twelve. Fifty would be a large crowd
for the rooms; but as company is coming and going all
the evening, several hundreds partake of the rude fun,
among whom are boys and girls below twelve years
of age. The atmosphere reeks with blasphemy. The
women are driven to their work by imprecations, and
often by blows, from their taskmaster. Many of them
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came from good homes, left their country residences,
and began a gay life without imagining where it would
end. Brazen, sore-eved, filthy, the mere scum of life,
they remain here a short time, are then kicked on to
the sidewalk, and are sent to the Island to die. Yet
even here religious service is sometimes held. Allen is
willing that any Christian should talk to his girls, and
even an exhortation is not objected to. If any wish to
leave, he will clear them out with an oath.

One of our earnest mission men told me that, being
in the dance-room one night, he proposed to hold a
prayer-meeting. After several songs had been sung,
notwithstanding the protest of the proprietor that he
would not have a prayer in his establishment, or that
he would not hear it, a prayer-meeting was held. Some
of the girls knelt on the floor, while others howed their
heads. Many announced their desire to leave their

miserable employment and get an honest living, but

said that nobody would employ them ; that they could
get nothing to do. If they got a place, they would be
found out and sent away, and that they must remain
with-Allen or starve. And this is but a type of lower
New York life — full of sin, full of shame, full of sor-
row, full of suffering, full of repentance and remorse,
without relief, and without hope. Were Satan to be
personified, Allen would be a good specimen.

In NEw Yogrxk.
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DUCTORS.

IT8 POWER.

TrE daily press of the city is an immense power. It
is felt in all parts of the land. The shrewdest capital-

“isty invest in the stock. The Herald, Tribune, and

Times pay over seventy-five per cent. on the invest-
ment. A share of the stock can scarcely be bought at
any price. Men who do not sympathize with the
politics of the paper have no objection to pocket the
dividends. Our leading papers secure the most costly
sites, and on them erect the most costly edifices that
adorn the city. However elegant the building may be,
the editorial rooms exhibit the clutter and soil that
attend the conducting of a -daily newspaper. In these
dingy rooms, up towards the sky, in a lofty building,
will be found the ablest talent in the land — the sharp-
est pens and the ablest writers, the keenest ability,
blended with learning, wit, and power. The fascina-




