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Such were the heathens, as St. Paul testifies (Rom.
1. 29-31): ‘Filled with all iniquity, malice, fornica-
tion, avarice, wickedness ; full of envy, murder, con-
tention, deceit, malignity ; whisperers, detractors,
hateful to God, contumelious, proud, haughty, inven-
tors of evil things, disobedient to parents, foolish, dis-
solute, without affection, without fidelity, without
mercy.” Who was then able to help and save man-
kind? God alone; and He did help and did save
them. As He had promised to our first parents in
Paradise, and foretold by the prophets, He now
showed mercy to mankind, when in their utmost de-
generacy, and sent them a Redeemer and Saviour;
for ‘God so loved the world as to give His Only-
Begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
may n)ot perish, but may have life everlasting’ (John
ii. 16).

HISTORY OF CHRIST.

1. The world was at peace ; Augustus was Emperor
of Bome, and Herod, the Idumean, King of Judea
(8 8), when the promise of CGod and the predictions
of the prophets were accomplished. Jesus Christ,
the Son of God and Redeemer of the world, was
born, in a stable at Bethlehem, of Mary, a virgin, de-
scended from the royal family of David. His birth
was announced by angels to the shepherds at Bethle-
hem, and by a star to the Wise Men in the East.
The cruel Herod made every effort to discover the Di-
vine Infant, that he might put Him to death ; bub
by the Lord’s command, Joseph, the foster-father of
Jesus, fled with Him and His mother to Egypt, and

sist? What character does St. Paul give of the heathens?
Was there any one then who could he?p mankind ? Did He
help them, and how ? | What did Christ Himself say on this
subject ?

21. Under what emperor and what king was the Redeemer
born ? Where, and of whom, was He born ? Who was first
told of His birth. and by whom ? What did King Herod fry
to discover, and why ? What did St. Joseph do ? Where did
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- did not return till after the death of Herod. Jesus

then led a retired life at Nazareth in Galilee, was sub-
ject to His parents, and ¢ ﬁdvauced‘m wisdom, and
age, and grace with God and men’ (Luke ii. 52).
When He was twelve years old, He went with His
parents to Jerusalem to celebrate the Pasch, or Pass-
over, and remained there three days in the temple, as-
tonishing even the Seribes, or doctors of the law, by
His wise questions and answers. At the age of thirty
He went to the river Jordan to be baptized by John
the Baptist. When He came put_of the water, the
Holy Ghost descended upon Him in the shape ?f a
&dove, aud a voice came from Heaven, saying: This
is my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased’
Matt. iii. 17).
( 22. Jesus 1l}en retired into the desert, and after
having fasted and prayed there forty days and forfy
nights, He began to preach the Gospel—that is, the
good tidings of the kingdom of God on earth. He
fravelled about the towns and villages, and proved
His Divine mission and the truth of His doctrine by
His holy life, by miracles and prophecies. Those who
heard Him were filled with wonder and amazement.
Multitudes of people followed Him, praised and ex-

 tolled Him as the true Messias, and said, * Never did

mian speak like this man’ (John vil. 46). Jesus select-
ed from His followers twelve men whom He called
His Aposties or messengers, They were to be wit-
nesses of His doctrine and works, that, after His as-
cension into Heaven, they might preach what they
had seen and heard of Him to all nations. These
are the names of the twelve Apostles : Simon, who 18

Jesus spend His childhood after His return from Egypt ? How
did Hepli\’e there ? What did He do when He was twelve }'ears
old 2 What did He do when He was thirty ? What happene
at His baptism ?

29, WhI::t did Jesus do after His baptism ? What does the
word Gospel mean ? How did Jesus prove His Divine mission t
What impression did He make upon the people ? tl;IeO'-j? ilf[&nb;
Apostles did He choose ? What does the word Apostle signify
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called Peter, and Andrew, his brother ; James (the
elder), the son of Zebedee, and J ohn, his brother;
Philip and Bartholomew ; Thomas and Matthew ;
James (the Less), the son of Alpheus, and Thaddeus,
his brother, sometimes called Jude; Simon, the Cha-
naanite, and Judas Iscariot, who afterwards betrayed
Him. Moreover, He chose seventy-two disciples,
‘and He sent them two and two before His face into
every city and place, whither He Himself was to
come’ (Luke x. 1). The twelve Apostles, the sev-
enty-two disciples, and the others who adhered to
Jesus, formed the beginning of that society of all
the faithful which we call the Chureh of Christ. He
appointed Peter to be the visible Head of His Church
on earth, called him the Rock upon which He said
He would build His Church, against which the gates
of hell should never prevail, and promised him the
keys of the kingdom of Heaven (Matt, xvi. 18, 19).
23. Jesus bestowed favors upon the Jews such as no
one had ever witnessed before : He made the blind to
see and the lame to walk ; He restored thesick to health,
and raised the dead to life; in a word, He relieved
every kind of suffering and misery. Nevertheless,
He had many enemies, especially among the Secribes
and Pharisees, who hated Him because He reprimand-
ed them for their sins and vices, and also because He
would not establish a temporal kingdom and elevate
them to high dignities. They watched all His words
and actions ; but they could not convict Him of
any sin, In the third year of His public teaching,
and shortly before the Pasch or Easter, Jesus raised

Why did He choose them ? What are their names ? How
many other disciples did He elect, and for what purpose ?
Who formed the beginning of the Christian Church ? What
did Jesus promise to His Church ? Whom did He appoint to
be her visible Head on earth ? By what expressions did He
intimate this ? What did He promise to give him ?

23. What sort of favors did Jesus confer upon the Jews ?
How did the Jews behave towards Him ? Why did the Scribes
and Pharisees especially hate Him ? Why did they watch all
His words and actions ? Could they convict Him of any sin ?
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Lazarus to life after he had lain four days in tlie
grave. The people, hearing of this Im-raqlle, gre;t y
rejoiced ; and when Jésus went to Jerusalem, jleg
came forth in crowds to meet Him, with b.ranchea (i}

palms and olives in their hands, spread their garments
in the way, and cried, saying, ‘Hosanna to the Son
of David: Blessed is He that cometh in the name of
the TLord. Hosanna in the highest’ (Matt. xxi. 9).
"This triumphant entry of Jesus exasperated His ene-
mies still more, and from that day they songht to put

im to death. -

H:M. Jesus knew that the time of His bitter Passion
was at hand. Resigned to the will of His Heaf'en].y
Father, He prepared to pass ouf of this w or!d:
Whilst, in conformity with the Jewish law, He w as
eating the Paschal Lamb with His Apostles, He took
bread into His holy and venerable ha-qu,_ lifted up
His eyes toward Heaven, to God His Almighty Father,
gave thanks, blessed and broke it, and gave it to Hls
disciples, saying, ¢ Take ye, and eat ; this is my Body
which shall be delivered for you. After that, He took
the chalice with wine in it, again gave thanks, bless-
ed and gave it to His disciples, saying, * Drink ye all
of this; this 1is my Blood of the New Testament,
which shall be shed for yow and for many unio the
remission of sins. As often as you do this, do 1t for
the commemoration of me. Thus Jesus instituted
the Holy Eucharist, wherein, under the appearance
of bread and wine, He gives Himself truly o us for
the nourishment of our souls. After the Last Sup-
per, Jesus continued speaking for some time to His
Apostles in the most affectionate manner, and prom-

ial miracle did Jesus perform in the third year of
ggiaﬁe&g ? What impression?ﬁd this make on the peop&le ?
In what words did they expt(fs\s theer ﬁeehnilsit.b ?“ hat effect

id this reception of Jesus pruduce on His enemies [

dl%:.m%;'f cllid Jesus meeé His approaching Pusswn.)? How
did He celebrate the Last Supper with His Apostles ? %I;at
commandment_did He give them at the end of it? W %z
‘sacrament did He institute by this ? What did He promise
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ised to send them, for their Comforter, the Holy
Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, who should teach them
all things, and abide with them for ever. After this,
He went into the garden of Gethsemani, on the
Mount of Olives, to pray.

25. Thereall His coming sufferings were most sensi-
bly displayed before His soul. A violent agony came
over Him, and His sweat became as drops of blood trick-
ling down upon the ground. ¢My Father,” said He,
“if it be possible, let this chalice pass from me.
Nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt’ (Matt.
xxvi. 39). In the meanwhile, Judas, who was about
to betray Him, approached with a band of armed
men ; and Jesus suffered Himself to be taken, bound,
and led before the Chief Council, where He was
mocked, spit upon, and buffeted. The chief priests
then delivered Him up as guilty of death to Pontius
Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, who, on his
part, sent Him to King Herod ; but neither of them
could find any evil in Him. Nevertheless, He was
scourged and crowned with thorns; and at lasf, in
compliance with the clamorous and threatening de-
mands of the chief priests and the Jewish rabble,
who preferred the murderer Barabbas before Him,
Pilate delivered Him unto them to be crucified.

26. Jesus, like one of the greatest criminals, was
loaded with a heavy cross, and conducted to Mount
Calvary, a place of execution, where He was crucified
between two thieves. As the prophets had foretold,
g0 it was now accomplished : His hands and feef were

His é:];ostles after the Last Supper ? Whither did He go after-
wards ?

25. What did Christ suffer in the garden of Gethsemani ?
What memorable prayer did He say there ? By whom was He
then betrayed ? And how was He apprehended ? Whither did
they lead Him then ? How was He treated before the Chief
Council ? To whom did the chief priests, and to whom did
Pilate, deliver Him up ? 'What did Pilate and Herod think of
Him ? 'What else had Christ to suffer ?

26. What did they make Jesus ecarry ? Where, and between
whom, was He crucified ? How were then the prophecies fule
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pierced with nails ; the soldiers divided His garments
among them, and upon His vesture they cast lots.
When tormented with burning thirst, they gave Him
vinegar and gall to drink, Even the chief priests
and ancients scoffed at Him ; but Jesus suffered all
these cruelties with the most wonderful patience and
meekness. Nay, He even prayed for His enemies,
saying: °Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they do.” For three hours Jesus was hanging
upon the cross suffering the most dreadful pains.
The sun was darkened, and all nature mourned. At
last, with a loud voice He exclaimed, ¢ It is consum-
mated ; Father, into Thy hands I commend my
Spirit’; and bowing His head, He gave up the ghost.
The moment He expired the earth quaked, the rocks
split asunder, the veil of the temple was rent in two
from the top to the bottom, the graves were opened,
and ‘many bodies of the Saints that had slept arose
and appeared in Jerusalem. The centurion or cap-
tain and the soldiers, who stood near the cross, were
strock with awe, and said, ‘Indeed this was the Son
of God” Thus Jesus became ‘the propitiation for
our sins ; and not for ours only, but also for those of
the whole world’ (1 John ii. R).

27. It was on Good Friday, abont three o’clock in
the afternoon, that Jesus expired. In order to assure
themselves that He was dead, one of the soldiers with
a spear opened His side, and immediately there came
out blood and water. His body was taken down from
the cross, and laid in a new sepulchre hewn out in a
rock. The Jews sealed it and set a guard before it.

filled in Him ? When hanging on the cross, how did He suffer,
and for whom did He pray ? How long did He hang on the cross?
What great miracle happened during that time ? How did our
Yord expire? What miracles illustrated His death ? What
beﬂfgl{‘ did Jesus confer by His death on us and on the whole
world ?

27. On what day, and at what hour, did Jesus expire ? How
did they assure themselves of His death ? And what resulted
from this ? What was done with His sacred body ? What did
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But early on the third day, before sunrise, ther¢ wasa
great earthquake, and Christ crucified arose glorious
from the sepulchre. During forty days afterwards
He often appeared to His disciples, instructed them
concerning the kingdom of God—that is, the Church
—gave them power to forgive sins, and installed Peter
Head of the Church, with these words: ‘Feed my
lambs ; feed my sheep’ (John xxi. 15, 17). When He
appeared for the last time in the midst of the eleven,
He commanded them to go into the whole world, to
preach the Gospel to all nations, and to baptize them
¢ in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
tie Holy Ghost,’ For that purpose Ie gave them
the same power which He had received from His
Heavenly Father, and promised to be with them all
days, even to the consummation of the world. Final-
ly, on the fortieth day after His Resurrection, He led
His DISCIpleS to the Mount of Olives, where He lifted
up his hands over them, and, whilst He blessed them,
ascended in their sight up to Heaven.

HISTORY AFTER CHRIST.

I. From the Ascension of Christ to the Conversion
of Constantine.

28. AFTER the Ascension of our Lord, His disciples
remrnged to Jerusalem, where they persevered in prayer,
expecting the coming of the Holy Ghost, whom He
had promised to send them. In the meantime, the
Apostles chose Matthias cne of the disciples, in the

His enemies then do ? When, and how, did Christ rise to life ?
How long did He yet remain on earth ? What did He do dur-
ing that time? What did He command His Apostles to do
when He appeared the last time among them ? What power,
and what promise, did He give them ? When, where, and how
did He ascend into Heaven ? '

28, How did the disciples prepare for the coming of the
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place of Judas. On the tenth day, the Feast of Pen-
tecost, there came suddenly a sound from Heaven, as
of a mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where
they were assembled. Over the head of each one
there appeared the form of a fiery tongue; and all of
them, being filled with the Holy Ghost, began to
speak in divers languages and to praise the Loid their
God. * Peter, the Head of the Apostles, stood up and
declared to the innumerable multitude of the Jews
who had come together that the same Jesus whom
they had crucified, and whom God had raised from
the dead, was their Lord and Redeemer, and he called
upon them to believe in Him. His discourse was so
powerful that no less than three thousand came ab
oncs and asked to be baptized. Soon after, Peter and
John went to the temple to pray. A lame man was
lying there at the gate, and asked an alms of them.
Peter said to him: ¢ Silver and gold I have none ; but
what I have I give thee : in the name of Jesns Christ
of Nazareth, arise and walk’; and forthwith the lame

“man sprang to his feet and walked joyfully with them
_ into the temple, thanking and praising God. All the

people were filled with amazement at this miracle,
and five thousand more of them asked to be baptized.

99. The Apostles preached the Resurrection of Je-
sus Christ with great power, and did many signs and

~ wonders. By this their authority increased g0 much

that the people bronght the sick into the streets, in
order that, when Peter passed by, his shadow, at least,

: might fall upon them, and deliver them from their in-

firmities. The chief priests and their adherents, see-
ing all this, were greatly exasperated. They cansed

Holy Ghost ? Whom did the Apostles choose in the place of

Judas? When, and how, did the Holy Ghost come ?  What
change did He produce in them ? What did Peter, the Head

- of the Apostles,do? What was the ~esult of his sermon * How

was the lame man at the temple-gate healed ? What effect had
this miracle on the Jews ?

29. By what else did the Apostles spread the doctrine of
Christ ? What did the people doin consequence of this ? What
unpression did this make upon the chief priests and thei




