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God besides Him’ (Tob. xiii. 4). 6. Cornelius, the centurion,
was advised by an Angel (Acts x. 3); Nabuchodonesor, by
dreams (Dan. ii. 4); Baltassar, by a mysterious hand (Dan. v.) ;
Balaam, by an ass (Num. xxii. 22, 28-30).

96. Why did the Redeemer not come immediately
after the fall of our first parents ?
_ Because mankind had first to learn by experience
into what great misery sin had plunged them, and that
no one but God could save them.

Application. My (':‘hi]d, be a beauntiful image of
God and hate sin, which has brought all evils into the
world. ©Sin maleth nations miserable’ (Prov. xiv. 34).

THE SECOND ARTICLE.
¢ And ir. Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.”

1. What does this Second Article of the Creed
teach us ?
_ It teaches us that the Redeemer whom God prom-
ised and sent to us is the only Son of God, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.

9. What does the name Jesus signify ?
Al . e} Y . i

The name Jesus signifies Suviour or Redeemer.

¢Thou sha]t c;a.ll His name Jesus ; for He shall save His peo-
ple from their sins * (Matt. i. 21).

3. What does the word Christ signify ?

4 Al 7 . . =z m . .

The word Christ—in Hebrew Messigs—signifies
Amnointed.

4, Why is Jesus called the Anointed ?

Because in the Old Law the prophets, high-priests,
and kings were anointed with oil, and Jesus is our
greatest Prophet (Acts iii. 22), Priest (Hebr. iv. 14),
and King (John xviii. 37).

¢ Jesus of Nazareth ; how God anointed Him witz the Eoly
Ghost, and with power* (Actsx.38). The anointing £ Jesus is
the plenitude of the Divinity that dwells in Him.

5. Why is Jesus called our Prophet, Priest, and
King ?
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Jesus is called, and is, 1. Our Prophetf, because He
revealed the mysteries of God to us, and taught us all
that we are to believe, to hope, and to do in order to
be saved ; 2. Our Priest, because He offered Him-
self for us on the Cross, and offers himself daily on
the altar, and is also our mediator and intercessor for
ever in Heaven ; and 3. Our King, because He es-
tablished a spiritual kingdom (the Church), of which
He is, and will be through all eternity, the Head.

6. Why is Jesus Christ called the < only Son of

\ God’?

Because Jesus Christ, as the Second Person of the
Most Blessed Trinity, is the only true and real Son
of God—i.e., Son of God from eternity, of one nature
and substance with God the Father.

¢To which of the Angels hath He said at any time : Thou art
my Son, to-day [4.e., at present, from eternity] have I begotten
thee’ (Hebr.i. 5). The Catholic Church has, in the (Ecumeni~
eal Council of Nice, expressed this fundamental doctrine of the
Christian Religion, * respecting the one nature and substance of
Jesus Christ with God the Father,’ in the following terms : ‘1
believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
and born of the Father before all uges ; God of God, Light of
Light, true God of true God ; begotten, not made ; consubstan-
#ial to the Father, by whom all things were made.’

. Are we not, then, also children of God ?

Yes, we are children of God, but not by nature
and from all eternity ; we are only children adopted
by grace.

¢ As many as received Him, He gave them power to be made
the sons of God’ (John i. 12).

8. Why is Jesus Christ called ¢ Our Lord’?

Jesus Christ is called. and is, our Lord, 1. As God,
because, being consubstantial with the Father, He is,
like Him, Lord and Creator of Heaven and earth;
and 2. As Man, because, in the human nature, He
has redeemed us, and therefore bought us, with His
Blood, as His property ;' and because, in the same
nature, He will be one day our Judge,” and our Head
and King through all eternity.’
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_ ¢ Foryou are bought with a greaf price’ (1 Cor. vi. 20). - * ‘Tt
is He who was appointed by God, to be judge of the living and
of the dead’ (Acts x. 42). °*¢And He [God] hath subjected all
things under His feet, and hath made Him Head over all this
Church’ (Eph. i 22).

Application. Constantly cherish the most ardent
love and devotion to Jesus, ¢in whose name every knee
should bow, of those that are in Heaven, on earth, and
under the earth’ (Philip. ii. 10). Often invoke, with
the greatest veneration and confidence, this Holy
Name, especially in times of temptation. Take a de-
light in using this beautiful form of salutation: ¢ PrATs-
ED BE JESUS CHRIST FOR EVERMORE, AMEN.’? (Feast
of the Holy Name of Jesus.)

! This mode of saluting one another is quite common in Ger-
many and Switzerland. An indulgence of one hundred days
has been granted by Sixtus V. in 1587, and by Benedict XIIL
in 1728, to those who salute each other, the one saying, ‘ Praised
be Jesus Christ,’ and the other answering, ‘ Amen,’ or ¢ For
evermore, Amen.” To those who have generally used this form
of salutation during their life a Plenary Indulgence 18 granted

at the hour of death. The same indulgences are imparted to
those who teach others this holy practice —THE TRANSL,

§ 1. Jesus Christ the Promised Messias.

9, How do we know that Jesus Christ is the Mes-
stas or Redeemer promised by God ?

We know it becansein Him has been fulfilled all
that the prophets have foretold of the Redeemer, as
may be seen in the life and sufferings of Christ. (On
the prophets see Short Hist. of Rel., § 17.)

10. What have the prophets foretold of the Mes-
s1as ?

1. The time of His coming, the circumstances of
His birth, of His life, Passion, and death ; 2. His Re-
surrection and Ascension, and the sending down of
the Holy Ghost; 3. The destruction of Jernsalem,
which happened after His death ; the rejection of the
Jews, and the conversion of the Gentiles; and 4 The
founding, spreading, and duration of His Church.
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11. How did they indicate the time of His coming?

The Prophet Daniel (ix. 24, etc.) foretold that not
quite seventy weeks of years—i.e., 490 years—should
elapse from the time when it Was commanded tl}ut_J e-
rusalem should be rebuilt, until the death of Christ §
9. Jacob prophesied that at the time of the coming of
the Messias the sceptre should have been taken away
from Juda. Others aguin foretold that then the
Temple of Jerusalem should still exist, and the world
be in great expectation. And all this was exactly ful-

flled i Jesus (Short Hist. of Rel., §§ 8 and 18).

192, What did they prophesy of His birth 2

Phat He should be born at Bethlehem ol a Virgin,
of the tribe of Juda and family of David, and_ should
be adored by kings from distant countries (Isai. viL.
14, xi. 1, and Ix. 6; Mich. v. 2; Ps. Ixx. 10).

13, What account do they give us of His life

They give us an account of His public teaching, of
His miraculous cures, of His forbearing charity and
meekness, of His entering into J erusalem upon an ass,

ete. (Isai. lxi. and XxxV. 3, ete.; Zach. ix. 9)

14. What do they relate of His Passion and death ?

Thev relate almost all, even the least circumstances ;
for example, that they would sell Him for thirty pieces
of silver, strike Him, pull out His hair, gpit m His
face, give Him gall and vinegar to drink, pierce His
hands and feet, and cast lots for His garment ; that
those who see Him would mock Him, and wag their
heads, saying: ‘ He hoped in the Lord, let Him de-
liver Him’ (Zach. xi. 12, 13; Isai. 8 Patxxids
ete., and Ixviii. 22).

The prophets did indeed promise a great King, but not a king
of this world, as the Jews are still expecting ; otherwise they
would not have described Him as *a man of sorrows (Isai. liil
8, 4), nor called him the ‘ reproach of men, apgl the outcast of
the people’ (Ps. xxi. 7) ; but & King of a spiritual and super-
natural kingdom of God (the Church), which was indeed to be-

in and spread on earth, but is to be consummated only in

eaven, and to last for ever.
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165. What do they say of His Resurrection and As.
cension, and of His sending down the Holy Ghost ?

: They say that His sepulchre shall be glorious, and
tlat? He shall not see corruption, but shall mount
:él;)g\_fat the Hﬁz}wgn hot lile;we.ns, and pour out His

irit upon all fles s. xv. 10, and Ixvii. 19, 34 ;
Tsai. xi. 10 ; Joel ii. ;3"('_. G Bk

16. What did the prophets foretell of the destrue-
tion of Jerusalem and of the rejecting of the Jews ?

.-1' After the Messias shall have been slain, a people
with thelrr leader shall come, and destroy Jerusalem
and the Temple, and the desolation shall continue
even to the consummation, and to the end; 2. The
Jews, blinded, rejected, dispersed among all nations
shall have no longer a sacrifice nor a temple; how-
ever, they shall not be extirpated by God, but the
;’em;aan ;;‘f man ble saved at the end of the world (Dan
ix. 26, 27; Ps. Ixviil 2426 and 108 ; Isai. x.2 .
i b 8 ; Isai. x. 21, and

(How this was accomplished, see Short. Hist. of Rel. § 31.)

5 e1'7G W }{nt did1 they prophesy of the conversion of
he Gentiles, and of the foundation, spreadi
duration of the Church ? i

All that we see already accomplished, or being ac-
comphshed. _They prophesied, 1. That the Messias
shall be the light of the Gentiles, and that all nations
of the earth shall be blessed in Him (Gen. xxii. 18;
Ps. Ixxi,; Isai. xlii. 6. ete.) ; and 2. That He ghall esta.b:
lish a new sacrifice and a new priesthood, and found
a kingdom of God, that shall reach from sea to sea to

the end of the earth, and shall never be destroyed, but
stand for ever (Mal. 1. 11; Isai. Ixvi. 21 ; Jer. iii. 15
Zach. ix. 10; Dan. ii. 44, and vii. 14, etc.) i
18. Did the prophets prophesy 1
C e P ; sy long befor
OOIT‘\nmg of Christ? e e s
Malachias, the last of the nets i
s, as prophets, prophesied four
bundred and fifty years before C—hl'isti1 e

j Chlrg't ?Were their prophecies also known long befors
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Yes ; they had already been written many ceniuries
before Christ, and weré preserved and read by the
Jews as Divine writings ; they were also translated
into other languages, and spread among the pagan
nations.

90. Did not also Christ and the Apostles appeal to

the testimony of the prophets ?

Yes : Christ and the Apostles proved to the Jews
from the writings of the prophets that the Messias
was come, and that He Himself—Jesus of Nazareth
—was the Messias.

¢Gearch the Scriptures,’ said Jesus to the Jews, ‘and the
same are they that give testimony of me’ (John v. 39). He
convinced also the unbelieving Disciples from the rophets
(Luke xxiv. 25-27, and xliv. 47). St Peter convince by the
prophecies the three +thousand and the five thousand who were
baptized (Acts ii. and iii.) &t Paul protested before Kin
Agrippa, saying : ¢ Being aided by the help of God, I stan
unto this day, witnessing both to small and greaf, saying no
other thing than those which the prophets and Moses did say
should come to pass’ (Acts xxvi. 22). The Evangelisis, in thelr
narrative, always refer to the prophets. It is also said of
Apollo : * With much vigor he convinced the Jews openly; show-
ing by the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ '—&.e., the Promised
Messias (Acts xviii. 28).

91. Do we see nothing else fulfilled in Christ but
the prophecies ?

We see also in Him the fulfilment of all the Fig-
ares by which the deeds and sufferings of the Mes-
sias were indicated many centuries before.

99. Which are the most remarkable Figures of the
Messias ?

1. His Passion and Death were prefi gured by Abel,
Isaac, Joseph, David, the Paschal Lamb, the Propi-
tiatory Sacrifice, and _the Brazen Serpent; 2. His
Priesthood chiefly by Melchisedech ; 3. His office of
Prophet and Mediator by Moses; 4. His Resurrection
by Jonas in the whale’s belly ; and 5. His Church and
the Holy Sacraments by the Ark, the Red Sea, the

Manna, and the Temple with its various appurtenan-
ces and sacrifices (Hebr. ix.)
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Application. How happy you are to know and
possess the promised Saviour of the world, for whom
the holy Patriarchs sighed so long and so ardently!
May He always find in your heart a dwelling agree-
ble to Him ! Endeavor, therefore, at all times, and
especially during the holy season of Advent, to pre-
pare it well for Him.

§ 2. Jesus Christ, true God. s

923. Whence do we know that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God, and true God ? :

We know if, 1. From the prophecies ; 2. From the
testimony of His Heavenly Father ; 3. From His own
testimony ; 4. From the teaching of the Apostles;
and 5. From the doctrine of the Catholic Church.

924, What do the prophets say ?

They call the promised Redeemer : ¢ God, God with
us, the Saint of Saints, the Wonderful, the Father of
the world to come’ (Isai. vii. 14, and ix. 6; Dan. ix.
24). TIsaias (xxxv. 4)says of Him : ¢ God Himself will

come and will save you’; and Jeremias (xxiii. 6)
gays: ‘This is the name that they shall call Him, The
Lord, Jehovah, our Just One.

25, What is the testimony of His Heavenly Fa-
ther ? &

At the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan, and at His
Transfigurationon Mount Thabor, a voice from Heaven
was heard, saying: ¢ This is my Beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased’ (Matt. iii. 17, and xvii. 5).

926. What is the testimony of Christ ?

Christ, 1. Testified that He is the Son of God, and
true God, like His Father; 2. He confirmed His tes-
timony by the holiness of His life, as well as by mira-
. cles and prophecies; and 3. He sealed it with His
death.

‘T and the Father are one. Believe that the Father is in me,
and I in the Father’ (John x. 30,38). ‘THe that seeth me,
seeth the Father also’ (John xiv. 9). “All things whatsoever
the Father hath, are mine’ (John xvi. 15). What things he
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the Father] doth, these the Son also doth in like manner.
%‘or as the F]‘ather’raiseth up the dead, and giveth life, so the
Son also giveth life to whom He will ; that all men may honor
the Son,nas they honor the Father’ (John v. 19, 21, 23);
¢ Amen, amen [ say to you, before Abraham was made, I am,
(John viii. 58, etc.) When Peter said tO_J(‘S}JS: ‘Thou art
Christ, the Son of the living God’ (Matt. xvi. 16); and Thomas
said to Him : ‘My Lord and my God’ (John xx. 28), our Sa-
viour confirmed the faith and the declaration of both the Apos-
tles. . :

97. What are miracles 7

Miracles are such extraordinary works as cannot be
done by natural powers, and. requre for their per-
formance the Omnipotence of God.

98. Which are the principal miracles wrought by
Christ ? S :

He changed water into wine; with five loaves He
filled several thousands; with one word He calmed
the winds and the waves, cured diseases of all sorts,
cast out devils, and raised the dead to life. When
He died, all nature mourned ; three days after His
death, He rose again from the grave, and forty days
later He ascended into Heaven in the sight of His
Disciples.

The miracles of Jesus were such that all Judea must have
known whether they had been really wrought or not. Yef ne
one has denied or questioned them, not even His most bitter
enemies. On the contrary, thousands, nay, n'nlhops of Peop]a
have given up all they possessed, even their lives, in testimony
of their belief in these miracles. ; O

99. How do these miracles prove the Divinity of
Christ ? . _ :

They prove, 1. That when Christ said that He is
the Son of God, He spoke the truth, since God cann_ot
possibly confirm a lie by miracles ; and 2. That Christ
possessed Divine power, since of Himself He wrought
miracles. :

1. *If you will not believe me [ my words], believe my works,
that you may know and believe that the Father is in me, and I
in the Father’ (John x. 38). 2. ‘What things soever the Fa-
ther doth, these the Son also doth in like manner . . . . For as
the Father raiseth up the dead, and giveth life, so the Son also
giveth life to whom He will” (J ohn v. 19, 21).
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30 How did Jesus confirm the doctrine of His
Divinity by prophecies ?

By this : that He foretold many things which God
alone could know; for instance, His~ betrayal by
Judas, and His denial by Peter; the manner of His
death ; His resurrection ; His ascension, etc.

: 31. Whic-_h prophecies of Christ do we still see be-
ing accomplished ?

T'hese, for instance : 1. That the Gospel shall be
p‘reached in the whole world (Matt. xxiv. 14) ; 2.
That the gates of hell shall not prevail against the
Church (Matt. xvi. 18); and 3. That of the Temple
of Jerusalem there shall not be left a stone upon a
stone (Mark xiii. 2).

With a view to falsify the prediction of our Lord and of the

rophets, the Apostate Emperor Julian vesolved, in 353, to
rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem, Full of joy, the Jews came
in great baste from all countries, seb to work, and cleared away
the rubbish of the old Temple, insomuch that not one stone was
left upon another. But when they were going to commence the
building, terrible flames flashed out of the ground, which part-
Iy killed the workmen, and partly put them to flight. This
occurred at each fresh attempt that was made, until they gave
up their undertaking. . This miracle is attested by contempo-
rary pagan as well as’ Christian writers.

_ 392, How did Jesus seal the doctrine of His Divin-
ity with His death ?

Being adjured by the living God before the tri-
bunal of the High-Priest, He solemnly confessed
that He was ¢ the Christ, the Son of God, and that
they shall see Him sitting on the right hand of the
power of God, and coming in the clouds of Heaven '’ ;
and, on account of this confession, He suffered death
(Matt. xxvi. 63, 64 ; John xix. 7).

As it would be the most grievous sin falsely to pretend to be
God, so it is the greatest dishonor to Jesus Christ not to give
eredit to His declaration that Heis God.

33. What do the Apostles teach of Jesus Christ ?
~ The Apostles explicitly teach, 1. That Jesus Christ
is true God ; 2. That Ie possesses all the fulness of
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the Godhead, and the infinite perfections of God;
and 3. That all creatures ghould adore Him.

1. ¢We know that the Son of God is come. This is the trae

God and life eternal’ (1 John v. 20). *Christ who is over all
things, God blessed for ever. Amen’ (Rom. ix. 5).
9 "+ In Him [Christ] dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
corporally —i.e., substantially (Col ii. 9). Of Chuist, the Son of
God, St. John says : ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was
in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him, and
withont Him was made nothing that was made’ (John i. 1-3).
¢In Him [Christ] were all things created in Heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or dominations,
or prineipalities, or powers : all things were ereated by Him and
in Elim » and He is before all, and by Him all things consist”
(Col. i, 16, 17). ‘By His Son Ged made the world, who, being
the brightness of His glory and the figure of His substance,
upholds all things by the word of His power ' (Hebr. i 2, 8).

3 «In the name of Jesus every kmee should bow, of those
that are in Heaven, on earth, and under the earth ; and every
foneue should confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the glory
of God the Father’ (Phil. ii. 10,11). ° Let all the angels of
God adore Him’ (Hebr. i. 6).

The Apostles also confirmed their doctrine of the Divinity of
Jesus by innumerable miracles which they wrought in the name
of Jesus, and by the most stupendous of all miracles, the con-
version of the world (Short Hist. of Rel. 88 28, 29, etc.)

34 What does the (atholic Church teach of Jesus
Christ ?

The Catholic Church has ever believed and taught
that Jesus Christ is true God, and of one substance
with God the Father ; and in defence of this fun-
damental Christian doctrine, she composed, at the
Council of Nice, a peculiar Creed, and excommuni-
eated those who taught the contrary. (See Short
Hist. of Rel. §36, page 108, quest. 6.)

The holy Marfyrs also professed this belief, and suffered with
joy indescribable torments, nay, death itself, for it; and ib
often pleased God to confirm their profession by undeniable
miracles. One of these 1s particularly remarkable. It took
place in Africa in 484, and is attested by many unobjectionable
eye-witnesses. For when Hunneric, King of the Arian Van-
dals, who most eruelly persecuted those who yrofessed the Divin-
ity of Christ, had had the tongues of the orthodox Christians of
the city of Tipisa torn out, they spoke without tongues as flu-
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ently and distinctly as before, and i

\ distinctly ; proclaimed everywhe

iegustChrxzt is true God, and of one substance with the ’E‘it‘!}nt;t
ouf sixty of them fled to Constantinople, where all the town

saw th ‘ Y :
Vinks em, and heard them speak daily, and that for many

= Aj)f?lir‘;{lﬁ{)?}. Wickedness dims the understanding.
he ailways pious and virtuous, and you will never
‘ :ILE-'e any doubts respecting the truth of your faith
- ]anﬁ' limu “?111?1 3}0 the will of Him that sent me
shall know of the doctrine,whether i g /
e ,whether it be of God

THE THIRD ARTICLE.

‘Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary.’

(See Short Hist. of Rel. 88 21, 22, 23.%)
1. What does the Third ] i
b G nird Article of the Creed prin-
It teaches us that the Son of God, through the

operation of the Holy Ghost, beca )
. 3 , became man—i.e.
to Himself a body and a soul like ours. e

‘The Word [the Only-b t

flesh, and dwelt[an:?ongn 1{‘3’5 (())Slerl] i)i).the el a g
% What do we call this Mystery 2
The Incarnation of the Son of God.

3. What is, then, our belief concerning Jesus Christ
when we believe the Mystery of the Incarnation ?

We believe that Jesus Christ is both true God and
true man, or that He is a God-Man: He is God fx('om
eternity, and became man in time. ;

When Christ says, ‘I and the Father are one’ He speaks of

Himself as God ; and when H
; e says, ¢ : i
than I’ He speaks of Himself as ;\E}? kit

4 H me n i
. © tllr . hen are
oW 111y : B (5. ) L . 1 'EhCI‘G m JeS us

*The history of the Birth, Li i i
learned from the Short Hi';!org} r}}l fl?é!fg;gn.l:assmn Sl
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There are two natures in Jesus Christ, the Divine
and the human.

5. Are there also in Jesus Christ two wills distinct
from one another ?

Yes, in Jesus Christ there 1s a Divine will and a
human will, which, however, 18 always in perfect
gubjection to the Divine will.

« Father, not my will, but Thine be done ? (Luke xxii. 42).

6. Are there also two persons in Jesus Christ ?

No, Jesus Christ is only one Divine Person ; for
the two natures are inseparably united in the one
Person of the Son of God.

7. Why is the Incarnation of the Son of God at-
tribnted fo the operation of the Holy Ghost ?

Because it is especially an effect of the Divine love
and mercy fowards man (comp. page 90, quest. 44).

¢ God so foved the world as to give His Only-begotten Son’
John iii. 16).

8. From whom did the Son of God take His hu-
man nature ?

From Mary, the purest of Virgins; therefore she is
also called ¢ Mother of God.” (Feast of the Annunci-
ation of B. V. Mary.)

9. Why is Mary called ¢ the purest of Virgin. - ¢

Becanse she always remained a Virgin incomparas
bly pure and entirely undefiled, not only before buk
also at and after the birth of the Divine Child.

¢Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and His
name shall be called Emmanul,’ that is, God with us (Tsai. Vil

14), In the Holy Scriptures near Ie ations are often called
brethren : as Lot and Abraham, In like manner the cousins of
Jesus are called His brethren (Matt. xii. 46).

10, Why is Mary called ¢ Mother of God,” since
Christ took only His Zuman nature from her?

She is justly so called because Christ, who was born
of her according to the flesh, is true God.

¢The Holy which shall be born of thee, shall be called the Sox
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of God’ (Luke i. 35). The doctri Vestori
S0 octrine of Nestorius, tha i
ggttio l(}}e called the Mother of God, Waslcond:rl:ned BSt hheil?ért}i'eﬁ
y the General Council of Ephesus in 431,

ﬁ,_Had Jesus Christ also a father ?
o Man, Jesus Christ had no father; for Joseph
virgin-spouse of Mary, was only His foster-father.
A g g;us being [as it was supposed] the Son of Joseph’ (Luke
}2Tgvhy did the Son of God become man ?
i éLL He might be able to suffer and die for us;
o ?Sb od He counld neither suffer nor die; and 2:
5 a& ]_);Z the example of His life, as well as by His
ord, He might teach us virtue and holiness.

13. What virt s Jes i
e rtues does Jesus teach us by His ex-
theAl}ll xflrt}les in ‘thel highest degree, especially zeal for
et oumaof God, ia,ud for the salvation of men;?
o [&BSS,Fhum:ht;, patience,® kindness and merc,y
o (all_r 8 every one,’ even our greatest enemies;’ and

edience to His Heavenly Father unto death.® ;

! Chastisement of the :

, profaners of the Temple. * Jesus §
Egz{iﬂs!fliighérd. ]:;Repmmaud of the Apostles F:vho Wer?a goi[illg
i om Heaven. 4 Washing of the feet of the Apostles
foglls cg;.- : Jesus, the merciful Samaritan ; Jesus at tha;
acob ; in the house of Zacheus, etc. " ¢ Friend, whereto

art thou come ?’ ° e
will, but Thine he di‘laé}:wr’ forgive them.’ ° ¢ Father, not my

14, What example d sus give i i
y01§1g e ple does Jesus give in particular to
" taﬁc éea:lcl}x_es} Ehlem, by His example, readily to obey
il 'he ight in prayer and instruction, to love to
dyln the house of God, and to advance in wisdom
and grace as they do in age.
TE]'.he Child Jesus in the Temple and at Nazareth.
5. Why did Jesus Christ i '
s 3 . st make choice
and humble life ? e
1. That He might suffer fo {
0 0 e mig r us from the very be-
gn:;mng of Hislife; and 2. To teach us that w-:eegw}')}?t
not to love and seek the vain goods of this world "
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Application. Give thanks to God with your whole
heart for having taken the form of a servant, and be-
eome a poor child for the love of you; especially
when you hear the Angelus-bell ring in the morning,
at noon, and at night. Resolve also to perform
your actionsin the manner you know Jesus did His.
It you do this, you will be sure to please God, whether
you be rich or poor. (Feast of the Nativity of our
Lord, or Christmas day.)

Trae FoURTE ARTICLE.

<« Quffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried.’

(See Short Hist. of Rel. §5 25, 26.)

1, What does the Fourth Article of the Creed teach
us?
1t teaches us that Jesus Christ suffered for us, died
on the cross, and was laid in the grave.

9. Did Christ really die?

Yes ; His soul was truly separated from His body.

3. Was His Divinity also separated from it

No; the Divine Person always remained insepara-
bly united with His body and with His soul.

. Why did Christ will to be buried ?

Tm order that His death might be the more unde-
niable, and His resurrection the more glorious and
credible.

5. Did Christ suffer as God or as man?

Ohrist suffered as man—that is, according to His
human nature.

6. Was Christ compelled to suffer death ?

No; Christ suffered death of His own free will;
< Tle was offered, because it Was His own will’ (Isaias
liii. 7)-

¢ live in the faith of the Son

delivered Himself for me’ (Gal. il
and xviii. 49).

of God, who loved me, and
20 : comp. John X. 17, 18,
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7. Why was it the will of Christ fo suifer and die ?
In order to satisfy the Divine Justice for our sins,
and thereby to redeem and save us (p. 100, q. 91-93).
By His voluntary obedience unto the death of the cross
Christ has given full, nay, superabundant satisfaction to the
Divine Majesty for the manifold offences given to Him by our
disobedience, and thus He has redeemed us from the eternal
unishment which we had deserved. Therefore St. Paul says
m. v. 19): ‘As by the disobedience of one man [Adam],
many were made sinners; so also by the obedience of One
[Jesus Christ], many shall be made just! And St. Peter (1
Pet. ii. 22, 24): ‘ Who did no sin, who His ownself bore our
sins in His body upon the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live to justice ; by whose stripes you were bealed” And
Isaias (Lil. 4, 5) : ‘ Surely He hath borne our infirmities, and
earried our sorrows. Buf He was wounded for our iniquities,
He was bruised for our sins.’

8. For what sins has Christ given satisfaction ?
¢ For the sins of the whole world’ (1 John ii. 2)—

namely, for original sin and all the other sins of man-
kind.

9. Why could no one but Christ make full repara-
tion for our sins?

Because the offence given to the infinite Majesty of .
God demanded a satisfaction of infinite value, which
Christ alone was able to give.

¢No brother can redeem, nor shall man redeem : he shall not
Ei_ve to God his ransom. Nor the price of the redemption of

is soul : and shall labor for ever, and shall still live unto the
end’ (Ps. xlviil. 8, 9).

10. Why is the satisfaction of Christ of infinite
value ?

Tt is of infinite value becanse a Divine Person made
it; for the greater the dignity of the person who
satisfies, the greater also is the value and merit of
the satisfaction.

11. Was it necessary for a perfect satisfaction that
Christ should suffer such indeseribable torments ?

No ; for even the least suffering of a God-Man
would in itself have been satisfactory, because each
of His works is of infinite value.
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¢ 19, Why, then, would He suffer so much ?

In order that we might be the more sensible of ‘ghle
greatness of His love, and of the punishment which
s deserves ; and also that we might bear our Cross
the more patiently.

13. From what has Christ redeemed us by his snf-
ferings and death ? : : :

He has redeemed us, 1. From sin ; 2. Fmr'u “ghc.?
slavery of the devil, who had subdued us by sin;
and 3. From eternal damnation, which we have de-
served by sin.

s, and washed us from our sins in His

ag‘ ‘H; Himself hath been partaker

ch death, He might dqst’-ro_\' him

who had the empif‘e of death—that is to say, the devil’ (Hebr.

ii : i s h [damnation],
14). 3. ‘God hath not appointed us uuto wrat 1 ;
31_311.11? i)nm the purchasing of salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

who died for us’ (1 Thess, v. 9, 10).

14. What more has Christ gained for us through
. Wi .
His sufferings and death ? il :

He has, 1. Reconciled us with God ; 2. Reopened
Heaven to us; and 3. Merited abundant graces fc;)l us,
in order to enable us to lead a holy life and to obtain

eternal happiness.

jes, we were reconciled to God by the
deii:]; ghl;; ggnﬁ?g{)?g?? 10). 2. ‘Haying 'therefor?, bre‘tjhre{ll,
& confidence in the entering intc the Holies [Hemlfré]edjga ieg.
blood of Christ ; a new and xTivi'ng way w%@h ﬂr.ieihh’afﬁebr g
s oh the veil, that is to say, His 1es . x. 19,
é%g.msfhfogé’d hath blessed us with all spiritual blﬁlsmgghg}
heavenly places [things] in Christ, . « « a(lzcorc"h,ngt{]; ik egr}_. 85'
of His grace, which hat superabounded in us (Eph. 1. 3,7,8;
comp. Rom. v. 15-21).
15. Has Christ merited grace ang} eternal salvation
for those only who are really saved ©
No : He has merited it for all men without t_esgep-
tion, as He died also for all without exception (2 Cor.
v. 14, 15). . 1
< Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a redemption for all a
Tim. ii. 6).
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16, If Christ has merited eternal salvation for alk
men, why, then, are not all saved ?
Because not all do, on their part, what is necessary

for obtaining salvation ; that is, because -they do not .

all believe, keep the Commandments, and use the
means of grace.

‘ He [ Christ] became to all that obey Him the cause of eternal
salvation’ (Hebr. v. 9). —Example of St. Paul (Col. i. 24). “He
who made you without your coneurrence, will mot save you
without it * (St. Augustine)

Application. Oh! that you would never forget how
much Jesus has loved you, and what He has suffered
for you. For out of mercy, and ©for His exceeding
charity wherewith He loved us, even when we were
dead wn sins’ (Eph. ii. 4, 5), He has redeemed us
through His most bitter Passion and death, and has
placed us in the kingdom of His grace. Let this
charity of Christ urge you to live unto Him who died
for you, and rose again (2 Cor. v. 14, 15). (Devotion
to the Sufferings of Chirist; the Way of the Cross, or
Stations ; Visiting the Holy Sepulchre in Holy-week
Abstinence on Fridays, ete.)

TeE FirTE ARTICLE.

‘He descended into hell, the third day He rose again from
the dead.’

(See Short Hist. of Rel. § 27.)

1. What means, ¢ He descended into hell’ ?

That the soul of Jesus Christ, after Hig death, de-
scended into ‘Limbo’—i.c., to the place where the
souls of the just who died before Christ were detain-
ed, and were waiting for the time of their redemption.

‘He was put to death indeed in the flesh, but enlivened in the
spirit ; in which alse coming He preached to those spirits that
were In prison’—that is, announced fo them their redemption (1
Pet. iii. 18, 19).

2, Why were the souls of the just detained in
Limbo ?

o s e e S I T
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Because Heaven was closed through sin, and was
@irst to be opened by Christ (Hebr. ix. 6-8).
3 = 1 ?
Why did Christ descend into Limbo ? o
?.- To (}:omfort and set free the souls of the ]11§t 5
and 2. To show forth His power and majesty even
there in the lower regions (Phil. ii. 10).

4. What means, ‘ the third day He rose again from
the dead’ ? : . e
That on the third day after His death .(J-hnét' Te-
united, by His own power, His s_oul _!to Hl\} boa}-’v?
He had foretold, and rose again from the grave.
(Easter day.) :
is i days I will raise it Up.
¢ Destroy this temple, and in three daj W iise
ButD He spoke of the temple of His body’ (John ii. 19, 21 ; comp.
John x. 18).
: ] e B ]
How did Christ rise agam ¢
%e came forth glorious and immortal from t%e
rave, secured as it was by a heayy stone, and guard-
ed by soldiers. : |
@. Did Christ no longer retain in His glorified
h: - b e = .I]
body any mark of His sufferings e
He still retained, in His iu.mus: feet, _‘md i‘lgle_. thﬁef
marks of His wounds; therefore He said t-o} 0:[_11:33 -
¢ Put in thy finger hither [into the place of t e 331 8 n’Z
and see my hands ; and bring Rither thy hand, an
SN e b e Y
put it into my side’ (John xx. 7).
3 @ Jea P
. Why has He still retained these malLal. Lo
1. In testimony of His victory over hell ; ~ {'sm
roof that He rose again in HIFLVQI{}T Sa{?gmﬂ:}(n}the
i ] ored ; and 3. To show )
which He had suffered ; and ( P
day of judgment, for the consolation of the just and
for the confusion of the wicked.

8, Whence do we know that Christ rose from the

dead ? . s e
From the testimony of His Apostles and His Dis

ciples, who often saw Him after His ?‘E‘S\:‘{I;le%l_&:;,'
touched Him, ate, spoke, and conversed with Himj
p 3




