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ricades were thrown up, and for eight hours a sanguinary
conflict raged between the royal troops and the citizens,
Eight thousand of the Neapolitans were slain, and the victory
of the king was complete. Martial law was established, and
the most unrelenting despotism reigned.

In Sicily, however, the constitutionalists were triumphant.
A parliament was summoned ; the king was declared dethron-
ed; Charles Albert, second son of the king of Sardinia, wa
elected king of Sicily; and the infant kingdom joined the
Italian league for the independence of Italy. Ferdinand II.
sent fourteen thousand troops, with a powerful train of artil-
lery, to reconquer the island. On the third of September,
1848, the bombardment of Messina commenced. For several
days the horrible storm of shot and shells fell upon the city.
The gutters ran with blood, and the streets were filled with
the mangled bodies of the slain. A large part of the city was
in ruins, and the ammunition of the citizens had failed. It was

no longer a battle, but a massacre. Messina fell in one loud
wail of woe, and the banners of Ferdinand IL, of Naples,
again floated over the smoldering walls.
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ALL Ttaly, now, from the Tyrolese Alps to the southern

shores of Sicily, was in a blaze of insurrection. Venice
and Lombardy were in arms. The king of Sardinia, leading
the hosts of freedom, was strongly intrenched on the banks
of the Mincio. A large body of volunteers, from the papal
states, asking no permission of the pope, marched and joined
them. The tumult in Rome was fearful, the populace sur-
rounding the palace, and demanding that war should be
declared by the papal government against Austria, and in
favor of Italian independence. This sentiment was so univer-
sal, with the soldiers as well as the civilians, that the pope
was compelled to yield. The grand duke of Tuscany followed
in the same line, issuing a proclamation in which he promised
his subjects representative institutions.

The Austrian army was concentrated upon the Adige,
about twenty-five miles east of the Mincio. From all parts of
Ttaly volunteers were crowding to the banners of Charles
Albert. From all the fortresses of Austria, the veteran le-
gions of the emperor were hastening down to swell the impe-
rial ranks marshaled beneath the walls of Verona. It would
be uninteresting to follow the incidents of the campaign
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which ensued, through sanguinary skirmishes, weary maneu-
vers, and bloody battles. Armies nearly one hundred and
thirty thousand strong, on either side, strugeled month after
month, with almost equal success. The Italians were enthusi-
astic, young volunteers; the Austrians, veteran soldiers. Ve-

netian Lombardy was finally regained by the Austrians. As
the imperial banner was again unfurled from the battlements
of Milan, the Austrian field marshal announced, in an order
of the day, “There is no longer an enemy on Lombard
ground.” The anguish and dismay of the Italians were dread-
ful. The king of Sardinia, thoroughly disabled, withdrew
from the conflict, agreeing to an armistice of six weeks, to
negotiate for peace.

Still there were a few Italians, who, with the energies of
despair, resolved to persevere in the struggle against the over-
whelming power of Austria. Mazzini, an illustrious leader
of the patriots, issued a proclamation, saying, “The war of
the kings has terminated; that of the people is about to com-
mence.”  Garibaldi, another hero of indomitable courage,
was gathering volunteers at Genoa. The British government
had not regarded with any sympathy this movement of the
Ttalians to regain their independence. Alison expresses their
views In saying that the DBritish government, * which had
from the outset disapproved of the treacherous advantage
taken by the Piedmontese government of the revolution at
Milan, and earnestly dissuaded from the war, was now earnest
in its endeavors to mediate between the contending parties.”

Italy was swept by the Austrians in all directions; Gari.
baldi was driven into the Alps, and Austrian sway was estab
lished. Still all Ttaly was in a ferment; and it was evident
that there was a lull only in the storm; that it had not ceased.
Charles Albert, in the pathetic proclamation he issued, said :

“The throbs of my heart were ever for Italian independ-
ence; but Tialy has not yet shown to the world that she can
sonquer alone.”
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The clamor in Rome, for reform, was so loud and threat-
ening, that the pope, in the disguise of a servant, on the box
of the Bavarian minister’s carriage, escaped from his capital,
and threw himself on the jrotection of the king of Naples.

Hungary had now commenced a struggle to escape from
Austrian thraldom. This reinspired the hopes of Italy, and
especially of the Piedmontese. The ery of the people was so
earnest for the rencwal of the war, that Charles Albert, the
king, said to the British and French ministers:

“T must either declare war or abdicate the crown, and see
a republic established.”

On the twentieth of March, 1849, the war was renewed.
The Austrians, eighty thousand strong, crossed the Ticino,
and entered Piedmont. The two hosts met at Novara. In
a terrific battle the Piedmortese were vanquished, and there
was witnessed one of war’s wildest scenes of horror and woe.
Charles Albert had refused to accede to those terms of sub-
jection to Austria which the emperor demanded, and hence
the renewal of the war. Like Napoleon at Waterloo, Charles
Albert, at Novara, sought in vain for some ball to pierce his
heart; but there was none for him. As he was led from the
field of confusion, dismay, and death, he said to General Du
rando :

“This is my last day. I have sacrificed myself to the
Italian cause. For it I have exposed my life, that of my
children, and my throne. I have failed in my object. I am
aware that I am individually the sole obstacle to a peace, now
become necessary to the state. I could not bring myself to
gign it. Since I in vain sought death, T will give myself up
as a last sacrifice to my country. I lay down the crown and
abdicate in favor of my son, the duke of Savoy.”

The unhappy monarch retired to Nice, where, enveloped in
the gloom of the most bitter disappointments, he soon died.
Victor Emaniel II., the present king of Sardinia, ascended
the throne. It was necessary for him to accede to almost
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any terms of peace which might be proposed ; for a triumph
ant army of Austrians, already in possession of one of the
most powerful fortresses of his r alm, was prepared to sweep
his territories in all directions. Austria was inexorable. She
demanded fifty millions of dollars in cash, permission to gar-
rison the Sardinian territory, between the Ticino and the
Sesia, with Austrian troops; the mutual occupancy, with the
Piedmontese, of the fortresses of Alessandria, and the dis-
banding of nearly all the Piedmontese troops. The king was
compelled to submit to these terms, slightly modified, while
the people were in almost a frenzy of rage and despair.

The ruin of the popular party in Piedmont, was the signal
for its overthrow all over Ttaly. Sicily was swept as with a
billow of blood, and the infamous Ferdinand IL regained his
whole territory. Mazzini and Garibaldi were still, however,
at the head of formidable insurrectionary forces, and after
having performed prodigies of valor, driven from post to
post, they had retreated to Rome, where they had been joined
by the remnants of the revolutionary bands. Under these
circumstances it was evident that Austria would immediately
take possession of Rome, and, with the aid of Naples, restore
the pope to his throne, and thus attain supremacy over the
whole peninsula. France was alarmed at this vast increase
of a power, in heart as hostile to French as to Italian liberty.
Taking advantage of an invitation addressed to the cabinets
of Paris, St. Petersburg, Naples, and Berlin, to codperate for
the restoration of the temporal power of the pope, France
geat an army of twenty-eight thousand men and ninety pieces
of cannon, under General Oudinot, and after a short siege,
which the defenders conducted with great heroism, took pos-
gession of the city. It was impossible that Rome should
remain independent. The only question to be decided was,
whether France should be dominant within its walls, or sur-
render Rome, with all the rest of the Italian peninsula, to the
Austrians.
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Garibaldi, with five thousard men, escaped from the city
by night. Austrian columns pursued him through the moun
tains of Tuscany. His force was soon disbanded. His wife,
who had nobly shared all his dangers, expired of exhaustion
in one of the passes of the mountains. After many hair-
breadth escapes and much suffering, he reached Genoa, and
embarked for America. The government of the pope was
thus reinstated over the papal states.

The only state in Italy which now maintained even a sem-
blance of independence, was Sardinia. This kingdom enjoyed
a representative legislature; and, with steady current, all its
measures were flowing in the direction of popular rights.
England, apprehensive of the intervention of France in behalf
of the Ttalians, which would greatly strengthen the power of
the new French emperor, by giving him all Ttaly as an ally,
urged Austria to abandon her Lombardo-Venetian kingdom
to independence ; allowing it to select its own sovereign; the
Ttalian kingdom only paying an annual tax to Austria of five
millions of dollars. This would deprive France of all excuse
for intervention. But Austria would not listen to the pro-
posal. With an eagle eye the Austrian emperor watched
Sardinia, fully conscious that a free constitutional state, exist-

ing so near his kingdoms, was a constant protest against his
tyranny, and tended continually to excite his subjects to re-
volt. Tt soon became evident that Sardinia must be brought

into subjection to Austria, and her free institutions abolished,
or Venetian Lombardy would strike again for freedom. Aus-
tria commenced her menace by multiplying her military re-
sources, and strengthening her fortresses on the Sardinian
frontier. Large masses of men, under the ablest generals,
were poured into Ttaly. Sardinia, taking the alarm, began
also to arm. Austria ordered Sardinia to disband the corps
she was raising, and to place her army on a peace footing.
Sardinia replied :

« Austria, which increass its army on our frontiers, and
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threatens to invade our territory, because liberty here reigns
with order, because the cries of suffering, of oppressed Italy
nere finds a hearing,—Austria dares to intimate to us, armed
only in defense, that we are to lay down our arms, and put
ourselves in her power.”

Sardinia had applied, in this great emergency, to France
for sympathy and aid. Louis Napoleon, conscious that Sar-
dinia was the only kingdom in Europe in cordial sympathy
with the French empire, and the only one to which he could
look for alliance in case there should be another coalition of
the European powers against the rights of the French people
to choose their own form of government, informed Austria,
throngh his ambassador in Vienna, that he could not look
with indifference upon the invasion of Sardinia by the Aus-
trian troops. Regardless of this menace, Austria accumulated
two hundred and fifty thousand soldiers upon the frontiers of
Sardinia; and then ordered them to cross the Ticino and
march directly for Turin.

Louis Napoleon was prepared for the emergence. He
issued the following manifesto :

% Austria in causing her army to enter the territories of the
king of Sardinia, our ally, declares war against us. She thus
violates treaties and justice, and menaces our frontiers. All
the great powers protested against this aggression. Pied-
mont, having accepted the conditions which ought to have
insured peace, one asks what can be the reason of this sudden
invasion? Is it that Austria has brought matters tc this ex-
{remity, that she must either rule up to the Alps, or Ttaly
must be free to the shores of the Adriatic; for in this country
every corner of territory which remains independent endan
gers her power ?

“ Hitherto moderation has been the rule of my conduet.
Let France arm, and resolutely tell Europe, ‘I desire not
gonquest; but I desive firmly to maintain my national and
graditional policy. I observe the tieaties, on condition that
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ne one shall violate them against me. T respect the territo-
ties and rights of neutral powers, but I boldly avow my
sympathies with a people whose history is mingled with my
own, and who groan under foreign oppression.’

“ France has shown her hatred of anarchy. She has been
pleased to give me a power strong enough to reduce into
nonentity the abettors of disorder,and the incorrigible mem-
bers of those old factions, whom one incessantly sees con-
federating with our enemies; but she has not, for all that,
abdicated her task of civilization. Her natural allies have
always been those who desire the improvement of the human
race, and when she draws the sword, it is not to dominate but
to liberate. The object of this war, then, is to restore Italy
to herself, not to impose upon her a change of masters; and
we shall then have upon our frontiers a friendly people, who
will owe to us their independence.

“ We do not go into Italy to foment disorder, or to disturk
the power of the holy father, whom we have replaced upon
his throne, but to remove from him this foreign pressure,
which weighs upon the whole peninsula, and to help to estab-
lish there order, based upon legitimate, satisfied interests.
We are going, then, to seek upon this classic ground, illus
trated by so many victories, the footsteps of our fathers.
God grant that we may be worthy of them! I am going
soon to place myself at the head of the army.”

Two hundred thousand French troops were immediately on
the march. They were received with unbounded enthusiasm in
Sardinia. On the tenth of May, 1859, Napoleon left Paris. He
embarked at Marseilles and arrived at Genoa at two o’clock
in the afternoon of the twelfth of May. No language can de-
scribe the enthusiasm of his reception. On the twentieth the
advance corps of the French and Austrians met at Montebello,
The Austrians were routed and driven back again. Again on
the thirtieth strong divisions of the two armies met at Pales
tro. Again, after a series of terrific conflicts, the French and
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Sardiniar 3 triumphed. The Austrians were repulsed with
great sla ighter, and were driven across the Tie.in.o, out of the
territory of Sardinia. The French and Sardinians pursued
them. Again the Austrians made a stand upon th.e fields of
Magenta. The Austrians had here collected all their resources
upon a line of battle nearly thirty miles in extent. The battle
which ensued on the fourth of June, was one of the most
dreadful which has ever afflicted humanity. Forty thousand
men were either killed or wounded during this long day of
confliet, in which all the modern enginery of war were ca]le:d
into action. On the twenty-fourth of June, the French agam
overtook the Austrians on the field of Solferino.

The Austrians were again beaten. Sullenly Francis Jo-
seph retreated into the heart of the Venetian territor?' ; and
threw his army into the renowned fortresses, which for ages
Austria had been rearing upon those subjugated plains. Tt
was clear to every mind that France was now in military
array sufficient to capture those fortresses, and thus drive the
Aus;rifms out of Italy. But instead of this, Louis Napoleon
proposed terms of peace, and the war was closed by the
treaty of Villafranca.

Why did not the French persevere and drive the Austrians
out of Ttaly? The following are the reasons assigned. After
the battles of Magenta and Solferino, Louis Napoleon rode
over the field where forty thousand men had been struck
down in every form of mutilation and death. He was utterly
overwhelmed by the aspect of misery before him. His most
experienced engineers stated, that though the conquest of the
famous quadrilateral fortressesin Venetia could surely be effect-
ed, it would require the lives of at least fifty thousand French
soldiers, and probably still more of the Austrians. Surround-
ed by the dying and the dead, and with their groans filling
his ears, such a vision appalled the mind of the emperor of
France.

Again ; monarchical Europe contemplated with appreher-
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sion this triumph of the French arms. Tt was affirmed that
France sought only to gain Ttaly for herself, and that this
great addition to the power of the empire would endanger
the rest of Europe. Prussia, especially, with most of the
German states, threatened to join Austria, should Louis Na-
poleon push his victories any farther. Neither could it be
ccncealed that the British government shared in these appre-

hensions, and was in sympathy with those great powers which
menaced Napoleon. The emperor of France was, consequent-
ly, compelled to arrest the march of his victorious columns, or
to see all Europe embroiled in the most dreadful war which
earth has ever witnessed.

The danger for despotic Europe was indeed imminent,
The people of Parma, Modena, and Tuscany had risen as one
man, expelled their rulers, and placed themselves under the
dictatorship of Victor Emanuel. The Neapolitan kingdom
and the papal states were intensely excited, the people
forming secret societies, arming and filling the air with
menaces. The young men, by hundreds, were flocking to
join the ranks of the Sardinians. The Hungarians were elate
with hope, and even the Poles dreamed that the hour of their
redemption was at hand. Every despotic throne in Europe
was trembling. In hot haste a coalition of the great mon-
archies was being formed, to arrest the progress of free insti-
tutions. There was no alternative for Louis Napoleon but to
go on and embroil all Europe in war, the results of which no
human wisdom could foresee; or to heed these menaces, and
to stop where he was, having rescued Sardinia and liberated
Lombardy.

With frankness quite unusual in diplomacy, he stated these
reasons, obvious to every eye, and consented to the peace of
Villafranca, He affected no concealment of his sympathy for
all those who were struggling for constitutional government,
and regretted that the Venctians could not be freed from

foreign domination, as well as the Lombardians. In his boy
24*
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hood he had fought on the plains of Italy for Italian i.nde.pefﬁ-
dence; and in that struggle his only brother lmd‘ f:ﬂh‘en in
exhaustion and death. His sympathies and his political inter-
ests were alike enlisted in behalf of Ttalian freedom. And
though the Italians, regarding simply their own wants, were
bitterly disappointed by the peace of Vi]Ia,f'r:a.nea3 t.hi:y recog:
nized fully the debt of gratitude they owed Louis Napoleon
But for his strong arm Sardinia would have been crushed ;
and the chains of Austrian despotism would have been riveted
anew upon Italy. No other monarch was willing _t-o s?nd a
regiment or a ship to aid the Sardinians. Impﬂl:tl:il hlstor.y:
must declare that Louis Napoleon has been the liberator of
[taly.

Some condemn Louis Napoleon with great severity for not
completing the expulsion of the Austrians from Italy. Others
render to him the tribute of gratitude and veneration for what
he has achieved, and equally applaud his conduct for stopping
when he did, thus saving France from a war against combined
Europé. And there are others who reproach France alike _fo r
the carnage of Magenta and Solferino, and also for not pressing
on to the still more dreadful carnage which must have been
experienced beneath the walls of the quadrilateral fortresses
of Venetia, and which must have caused all Europe to run red
with blood.

The intervention of France rescued Sardinia from entire
subjugation by Austria ; liberated Lombardy from the Aus-
trian sway, and so enlarged the kingdom of Sardinia by the
addition of Lombardy, Parma, Modena, and Tuscany, as to
render it capable, in its own strength, of resisting all future
encroachments of the Austrian court. The territory of Sar
dinia, by these annexations, is doubled, and its population
more than doubled, being increased from five millions to
eleven millions. The very substantial nuclens is thus formed
for the concentration of regenerated Italy into one great con
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stitutional monarchy, which shall take its stand amidst the
leading powers of the earth.

It was a question anxiously discussed, whether it were
better that regenerated Ttaly should consist of a confederation
of independent states, somewhat after the model of Germany,
or of a consolidated kingdom like that of France. The French
government took the ground that this question was to be left
entirely to the decision of the Italian people, without any

 foreign interference. Thus far the decision has been emphati-

cally in favor of consolidation and unity. The question of
confederated states, or a united government, was submitted
to the popular vote of the duchies of Tuscany, Modena,
Parma, and the papal province of Romagna, where the people
had expelled their Austrian rulers. Every male beyond the
age of twenty-one was allowed to vote.

“In Tuscany the vote stood three hundred and sixty-six
thousand five hundred and seventy-one for united Italy, and
fourteen thousand nine hundred and twenty-five for a con-
federacy of states. In Romagna there were two hundred
thousand six hundred and fifty-nine for annexation, and two
hundred and twenty-four for a separate kingdom. Four-fifths
of the people of these states voted for annexation to Sardinia,
under Victor Emanuel, as one kingdom. When the result of
this vote was presented to the Sardinian monarch, he said :

“I accept the solemn vote, and henceforth will be proud
to call them my people. In uniting to my ancestral provinees,
not only the states of Tuscany, Modena, and Parma, but alse
the Romagna, which has already separated itself from the
papal government, I do not intend to fail in my deep devoted-
ness to the head of the church.”

The provinces of Savoy and Nice both lie on the French
side of the Alps. Their inhabitants speak the French lan.

guage, and are, in character, as well as in geographical posi
tion, French rather than Italians. The formidable barrier of
the Alps separates them from Italy. The narrow stream of




