B6 THE MOHAMMEDAN HEAVEN.

it advanced, there was an amalgamation, a union. The
old forms of the one were vivified by the new spirit of
the other, and that paganization to which reference has
already been made was the result.

Buf, in Arabia, Mohammed overthrew and absolute-
ly annihilated the old idolatry. No trace of it is found
in the doctrines preached by him and his successors
The black stone that had fallen from heaven—the m(—‘;i
teorite of the Caaba—and its encircling idols, passed
totally out of view. The essential (102‘;1'13 of Elle ;1ew
faith—¢ There is but one God”—-spn;ld without any
adulteration. Military successes had, in a worldly sense
made the religion of the Koran profitable ; and 10 ﬁ.mtz
ter what dogmas may be, when that is the ca)se there
will be plenty of converts. :

As to the popular doctrines of Mohammedanism
.I shall here have nothing to say. The reader who i;
Jlnterestc?d in that matter will find an account of them
in 2 review of the Koran in the eleventh chapter of my
L l"Ilstory of the Intellectual Development of Europe »
It is en(.)ugh now to remark that their heaven was a'r-
ranged in seven stories, and was only a palace of Orien-
ta.] carnal delight. Tt was filled with black-eyed concu-
bines and servants. The form of God was perhaps
more awful than that of paganized Chri:;tian’it;v AIni
thropomorphism will, however, never be oblvi*éerated
from the ideas of the unintellectual. Their God, at
t!le best, will never be any thing more than the ‘Ti(:"'in-
tic shadow of a man—a vast phantom of humasi‘: 2
like one of those Alpine speetres seen in the nndai of
the clouds by him who turns his back on the sun. ;

: Abubeker had scarcely seated himself in the khalif
dte,‘\-\-'he.n he put forth the following proclamation :

“In the name of the most merciful God! Abubeke:
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to the rest of the true believers, health and happiness.
The mercy and blessing of God be upon you. I praise
the most high God. I pray for his prophet Moham-
med. -

«This is to inform you that I intend to send the
true believers into Syria, to take it out of the hands of
the infidels. And I would have you know that the
fighting for religion is an act of obedience to God.”

On the first encounter, Khaled, the Saracen general,

hard pressed, lifted up his hands in the midst of his
army and said: “O God! these vile wretches pray with
idolatrous expressions and take to themselves another
God besides thee, but we acknowledge thy unity and
affirm that there is no other God but thee alone. Help
us, we beseech thee, for the sake of thy prophet Mo-
hammed, against these idolaters.” On the part of the
Saracens the conquest of Syria was conducted with
ferocious piety. The belief of the Syrian Christians
aroused in their antagonists sentiments of horror and
indignation. I will cleave the skull of any blasphem-
ing idolater who says that the Most Holy God, the Al-
mighty and Eternal, has begotten a son.” The Khalif
Omar, who took Jerusalem, commences 2 letter to He-
raclius, the Roman emperor: “In the name of the most
merciful God! Praise be to God, the Lord of this and
of the other world, who has neither female consort nor
son” The Saracens nicknamed the Christians * Asso-
ciators,” because they joined Mary and Jesus as part-
ners with the Almighty and Most Holy God.

Tt was not the intention of the khalif to command
his army; that duty was devolved on Abou Obeidah
nominally, on Khaled in reality. In a parting review
the khalif enjoined on his troops justice, merey, and the
sbservance of fidelity in their engagements; he com-
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manded them to abstain from all frivolous conversation
and from wine, and rigorously to observe the hours of
prayer; to be kind to the common people among whom
they passed, but to show no mercy to their 1)1‘ic§ts.
Eastward of the river Jordan is Bozrah, a strong
tUW’{l where Mohammed had first met his Nestoriai
Clﬁu-lstinn instructors. It was one of the Roman forts
with which the country was dotted over. Before this
place the Saracen army encamped. The garrison Wn.:
strong, the ramparts were covered with i;o]}* Crosse;
and consecrated banners. It might have made a long
defense. B"th its governor, Romanus, betrayed his trus:;:
and stealthily opened its gates to the besiegers. ITis
conduct shows to what a deplorable condition the popu-
lation of Syria had come. After the surrender i]i a
ﬂmcch he made to the people he had betrayed, he, said\:
“I renounce your society, both in this world and that
to come. And I deny him that was erucified, and
whosoever worships him. And I choose God f{;r my
Lord, Islam for my faith, Mecea for my teml)jc th.za
M'loslems for my ll)l'ethren, Mohammed for my 1}1‘0;)11;31‘-,
who was sent to leadeus in the right way, an
the true religion in spite of ih;:él tT;]VJ‘;} J]jle t‘;;};jt
Wit]'l God.” Since the Persian invasion.‘Asiaptﬂﬁuorb
Syma,raud even Palestine, were full of tmitors- ami
apostates, ready to join the Saracens. Romanus was but
one of many thousands who had fallen into disbelief
through the victories of the Persians. o
From Bozrah it was only seventy miles northward
to Damascus, the capital of Syria. 'f‘hitlmr, without {de-
l;ﬂ;ﬂiil i{lltici:i(gl;:yo m'm-c-hed. The? cit;,r was at once
; § option—conversion, tribute, or the
sword. In his palace at Antioch, barely one h;mr'ir d
and fifty miles still farther north, the Em'l_}eror Hel‘aﬂiic
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received tidings of the alarming advance of his assail-
ants. Te at once dispatched an army of seventy thou-
gand men. The Saracens were compelled to raise the
sicge. A battle took place in the plains of Ajznadin,
the Roman army was overthrown and dispersed. Kha-
led reappeared before Damascus with his standard of
the black eagle, and after a renewed investment of sev-
enty days Damascus surrendered.

From the Arabian historians of these events we may
gather that thus far the Saracen armies were little bet-
ter than a fanatic mob. Many of the men fought naked.
Tt was not unusual for a warrior to stand forth in front
and challenge an antagonist to mortal duel. Nay, more,
even the women engaged in the combats. Pieturesque
narratives have been handed down to us relating the
gallant manner in which they acquitted themselves.

From Damascus the Saracen army advanced north-
ward, guided by the snow-clad peaks of Libanus and
the beautiful river Orontes. It captured on its way
Baalbee, the capital of the Syrian valley, and Emesa,
the chief city of the eastern plain. To resist its further
progress, Heraclius collected an army of one hundred
and forty thousand men. A battle took place at Yer-
muck; the right wing of the Saracens was broken, but

the soldiers were driven back to the field by the fanatie
expostulations of their women. The conflict ended in
the complete overthrow of the Roman army. Forty
thousand were taken prisoners, and a vast number
killed. The whole country now lay open to the victors.
The advance of their army had been east of the Jordan.
It was clear that, before Asia Minor could be touched,
the strong and important cities of Palestine, which was
now in their rear, must be secured. There wasa dif-
ference of opinion among the generals in the field as
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to whether Casarea or Jerusalem should be assailed
first. The matter was referred to the khalif, who, right-
ly preferring the moral advantages of the capture of
Jerusalem to the military advantages of the capture of
Ceesarea, ordered the Holy City to be taken, and that
at any cost. Close siege was therefore laid to it. The
inhabitants, remembering the atrocities inflicted by the
Persians, and the indignities that had been offered to
the Savior’s sepulchre, prepared now for a vigorous
defense. DBut, after an investment of four months, the
Patriarch Sophronius appeared on the wall, asking terms
of capitulation. - There had been misunderstandings
among the generals at the capture of Damaseus; fol-
lowed by a massacre of the fleeing inhabitants. Sophro-
nius, therefore, stipulated that the surrender of Jeru-
salem should take place in presence of the khalif himsclf.

Accordingly, Omar, the khalif, came from Medina for

that purpose. He journeyed on a red camel, carrying
a bag of corn and one of dates, a wooden dish, and a
leathern water-bottle. The Arab conqueror entered the
Holy City riding by the side of the Christian patriarch,
and the transference of the capital of Christianity to
the representative of Mohammedanism was effected
without tumult or outrage. Having ordered that a
mosque should be built on the site of the temple of
Solomon, the khalif returned to the tomb of the Proph-
et at Medina.

Heraclius saw plainly that the disasters which were
fast settling on Christianity were due to the dissensions
of its conflicting sects ; and hence, while he endeavored
to defend the empire with his armies, he sedulously
tried to compose those differences. With this view ho
pressed for acceptance the Monothelite doctrine of the
nature of Christ. But it was now too late. Aleppo and
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Antioch were taken. Nothing.could 1.)1'ev01%t the_ Sfuii;
gens from overrunning Asia Muu_}r.. l-Lar-%.chus Llllxg&e
had to seek safety in flight. Syr‘m-, \’.-'hl(j}l «hitct (z;m
added by Pompey the Great, the rival of (/:eh"u , ?1 1_@
provinces of Rome, seven 111}11(}1'@(_1 years plm-mub{y-t
Syria, the birthplace of Ghl'lstlamt‘y, the 5(361181 of . 11:
most sacred and precious souvenirs, the lan(P ) 1~ 0 :
which Heraclius himself had once expelled thel usz
intruder—was irretrievably lost. Apostate_zs a}u{tt} aj ;)111 Z
had wrought this calamity. _\Ve. are told-t t (ia.f,‘es;; >
ship which bore him to Constantinople pa:‘L e i 10. -
shore, Heraclius gazed intent.ly on tlte 160%:}11‘1‘&. CH,
and in the Dbitterness of anguish exclaimed,  Farewell,
. L 3
SFT?[? f;) ri‘esélgzée;‘oeltll{\'ell on the remaining details of
the Saracen conquest: how Tripoli and T':):re ﬁ]’fri be~
trayed ; how Ceesarea was captured ; ‘h.ow W Eth‘ ta e é tiez
of Libanus and the sailors of Pheenicia a S.am(,tehr; H(,:l :
was equipped, which drove the Roman na\g Ym;tol e.ﬁ ik
lespont; how Cyprus, Rhodes, .and tllfz -)ctacd ::;15 7
ravaged, and the Colossus, which was ccnunf;l 103(1(;&
of the wonders of the world, sold to a Jew, W cT e
nine hundred camels with its brass; how the a.1mllesi i
the Kkhalif advanced to the Bla{.zk Sea, and even a}f ;;1.
front of Constantinople—all this was as nothing &
Jerusalem. :
= 'Ei ?['ﬁllIeolfl Jerusalem! the loss of the metropolis of
Christianity! In the ideas of t.hat age the twoﬂ antaﬁo-
nistic forms of faith had Sllb‘l'l’lltte-(% themselves ‘Eo‘d ng
ordeal of the judgment of God. VthOl'y. h;d aw aé m..
the prize of battle, Jernsalem, to the Mo a.:mr:; 5 G,
and, notwithstanding the temporary succc',lesses e
Crusaders, after much more than a thousand ye}a% i
hands it remains to this day. The Byzantine histo
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are not without excuse for the course they are con-
{1‘(?mned for taking : “They have wholly neﬁ_v:;lecta_l the
great topic of the ruin of the Eastern Church.” A 1
as forlthe Western Church, even the debased i)o u: mf
the m}ddlo ages—the ages of the Cl'nsadesﬁcoull-d h1101;
see without indignation that they were compelled E
rest the claims of Rome as the metropolis of I(-Jl.u-if;telf
dom on a false legendary story of a visit of St I’etér .t -
that city; while the true metropolis, the c)‘;'and th0
sacred place of the birth, the life, the dfcat-l:j of élll'is(;

himself, was in the hands of the infidels! It hasnot been

gle Byzantine historians alone who have tried to conceal
his igl'reat catastrophe. The Christian writers of Europe
on all manner jects i

01. o manner of ‘snb]uzn, whether of history, relit'viokn
: sclence, have followed a similar course against Thei:'
conquering antagonists. It has been their constant
bractic hide wh | ke
I ‘acf;me to hide what they could not depreciate, and de-
preciate what they could not hide ’

I have not sp: * in ;

e space, nor indeed does it comport with
= ention of this work, to relate, in such detail as I
T o -+ B :

ve given to the fall of Jerusalem, other conquests o
the Saracens—conquests which ’t 11 S
sts which eventua stablished
o q ally established a
dan empire far exceeding i i
e 71 - xceeding in geographical ex-
. Alexander, and even that of Rome. B
devoting a few words to this ject, it 1 e
il ga: s to this subject, it may be said
; ; a0 g are] - 1
h:;d 2 aglanism received a worse blow than that which
" - - . . » : :
een inflicted on Christianity. The fate of Persia
- 2.
Ofasotset_tled at the battle of Cadesia. At the sack
a3 elmp}u?n, the treasury, the royal arms, and an un
; Y &, L e ks
imited spoil, fell into the hands of the Saracens
without reason do they call the } S
: all the battle of Nehavend
el e 1 e of Nehave
the victory of victories.” In one directi -
£ v irection they ad-
e spian, in the other southward along
the Tigris to Persepolis. The Persian kino fled f( Ul?.lb
S g fled for his
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life over the great Salt Desert, from the columns and
statues of that city which had lain in ruins since the
night of the riotous banquet of Alexander. One di-
vision of the Arabian army forced the Persian monarch
over the Oxus. He was assassinated by the Turks.
His son was driven into China, and became & captain in
the Chinese emperor’s guards. - The country beyond the
Oxus was reduced. It paid a tribute of two million
pieces of gold. While the emperor at Peking was de-
manding the friendship of the khalif at Medina, the
standard of the Prophet was displayed on the banks of
the Indus.

Among the generals who had greatly distinguished
themselves in the Syrian wars was Amrou, destined to
be the conqueror of Egypt; for the khalifs, not content
with their victories on the North and Fast, now turned
their eyes to the West, and prepared for the annexation
of Africa. As in the former cases, S0 in this, sectarian
treason assisted them. The Saracen army was hailed as
the deliverer of the Jacobite Church; the Monophysite
Christians of Egypt, that is, they who, in the language of
the Athanasian Creed, confounded the substance of the
Son, proclaimed, through their leader, Mokaukas, that
they desired no communion with the Greeks, either in
this world or the next, that they abjured forever the
Byzantine tyrant and his synod of Chalcedon. They
hastened to pay tribute to the Ichalif, to repair the roads

and bridges, and to supply provisions and intelligence
to the invading army.

Memphis, one of the old Pharaonic capitals, soon
fell, and Alexandria was invested. The open sea behind
gave opportunity to THeraclius to reénforce the garrison
continually. On his part, Omar, who was now Kkhalif,
cent to the succor of the besieging army the veteran
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fr?l(?ps of Syria. There were many assaul
:]ie 1&; ierlrgdogetﬂlfrou himself was taken prisoner by
o esc; pg :Afl;e’.t 1‘911@;11 the dexterity of a slave, made
L .-ﬂu‘ : iha ﬂ::ﬁ.ge of fourteen months, and a Josg
o Y 5 Chln. d(-)'l;lbllll‘d men, the Saracens eaptureti
memted.the Q }Ib di.-,pa-tch to the khalif, Amroy enu-
i th;i:f]?d orlsl of the great city of the West
St thmh; ; p}; aces, four thousand bathg fomf
el Y atres, twelve thougand shops for the s’aI 3 of
Dgotlf (ifo?d_. and forty thousand tributary Jews ”L 4
s ;em;ﬁ ’i?clouél great city of Christendom—the
o ; :; L_l 1A1‘a. fallen on Alexandria, the city of
S T:.}ﬂ ';I:’I.L 5 us, and Cyril; the city that “]mri
e )1 r.umn ideas -and Mariolatry on the Chyp, I
8 palace at Oonstantmople Heracliug recej \-'edutchz
grief. It
d by the down-
a month after

ts and many

f& a}. . = ]—I € Wé W
tldlng« . v 'as o0 Ver “‘he}.nled ]th
Semﬂed és If h 18 ICIC)H was to be dIS:Om.CC
f. “ f h v ~t_ 't T !-! t r = .,
ad (0] ristianity. € 11y 0(1 5 i
Cax ce J

the loss of the town.
But if Alexandri
L tﬁ_lexﬂndua had been essential to Constanti
. : ; i - ) -
L 11' Llsuppl}- of orthodox faith, she wa ‘111“
ssentia the s 1 o bt
; 1 the supply of daily food, Fe -
granary of the Bygant: s ~PU0U. - Boypt was the
s Lyzantines. For this rease t
o : cason two at-
.reeol-;e wc;e made by powerful fleets and armi f‘o ?t
s L and armies for ¢
e Con? Heqtt 1{,1 f lace, and twice haqd Amrou to rep =
e ques - Hesaw with what facility these att o
e ¢ made, the place being open to the so‘a 31 g
l o a8 h 1 : I : . ) :
s CTe Was b}z: one and that a fata] J-em{zdi C“Sd)W
Aving God, if this thing bhe pepe: Lk
e a o peated a third time,
X 2 as open 7 1
Pen to anybody as is the
as better than hig word
3

.Jf;mtse of a prostitute !> He w.

or h hwith dis i

: e forthwith dismantled ity fortifications

1t an untenable place, i S0 e R

It w the i1 i
t was not the intention of the khalifs to limit ]
1alifs ¢ 1t their
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conquest to Egypt. Othman contemplated the annexa-
tion of the entire North-African coast. His general,
Abdallah, set out from Memphis with forty thousand
men, passed through the desert of Barca, and besieged
Tripoli. But, the plague breaking out in his army, he
was compelled to retreat to Egypt.

All attempts were now suspended for more than
twenty years. Then Akbah forced his way from the
Nile to the Atlantic Ocean. In front of the Canary
Islands he rode his horse into the sea, exclaiming:
«Great God! if my course were not stopped by this
sea, I would still go on to the unknown kingdoms of
the West, preaching the unity of thy holy name, and
putting to the sword the rebellious nations who worship
any other gods than thee.”

These Saracen expeditions had been through the

interior of the country, for the Byzantine emperors,
controlling for the time the Mediterranean, had retained
possession of the cities on the coast. The Khalif
Abdalmalek at length resolved on the reduction of
Carthage, the most important of those cities, and in-
deed the capital of North Africa. His general, Hassan,
carried it by escalade; but reénforcements from Con-
stantinople, aided by some Sicilian and Gothic troops,
compelled him to retreat. The relief was, however,
only temporary. Hassan, in the course of afew months,
renewed his attack. It proved successful, and he de-
livered Carthage to the flames.

Jerusalem, Alexandria, Carthage, three out of the
five great Christian capitals, were lost. The fall of
Constantinople was only a question of time. Adfter its
fall, Rome alone remained.

In the development of Christianity, Carthage had
played no insignificant part. It had given to Europe

*
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its Latin form of faith, and some of its greatest theo-
logians. Tt was the home of St. Augustine.

Never in the history of the world had there been so
rapid and extensive a propagation of any religion as Mo-
hammedanism. It was now dominating from the Altai
Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean, from the centre of
Asia to the western verge of Africa.

The Khalif Alwalid next authorized the invasion of
]?111'01.)9, the conquest of Andalusia, or the Region of the
Evening. Musa, his general, found, as had so often been
the case elsewhere, two effective allies, sectarianism and
treason—the Archbishop of Toledoand Count Julian the
Gothic general. TUnder their lead, in the very crisis of
the battle of Xeres, a large portion of the army went
over to the invaders; the Spanish king was compelled
to flee from the field, and in the pursuit he was drowned
in the waters of the Guadalquivir.

W 1th‘ great 1'apidit.y Tarik, the lieutenant of Musa,
pushed forward from the battle-field to Toledo, and
thence northward. On the arrival of Musa the reduc-
tion of the Spanish peninsula was completed, and the
wreck of the Gothic army driv 7OTLC Py
wreck e CToth.m army driven beyond the Pyrenees
into France. Considering the conquest of Spain as only
the first step in his victories, he announced his intention
of f?rcmg his' way into Italy, and preaching the unity

of God in the Vatican. Thence he would march to
.| : :

ls £ i ") a QY 9. a
](Lm 'tdntmop]e‘, :1.1111‘, hfumg put an end to the Roman

mpire a¥1d Christianity, would pass into Asig and lay
his victorious sword on the footstool of the khalif at
Damascus.
: But t-luai was not to be. Musa, envious.of his lien-
enant, Tarik, had treated him with oveat indignity
The friends of Tarik at the ¢ 1 ¥
ends ot larik at the court of the khalif found
means of retaliation. An en voy from Damascus ar-
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rested Musa in his camp; he was carried before his
sovereign, disgraced by a public whipping, and died of
a broken heart.

Under other leaders, however, the Saracen conquest
of France was attempted. In a preliminary campaign
the country from the mouth of the Garonne to that of
the Loire was secured. Then Abderahman, the Saracen
commander, dividing his forces into two columns, with
one on the east passed the Rhone, and laid siege to
Arles. A Christian army, attempting the relief of the
place, was defeated with heavy loss. His western col-
umn, equally successful, passed the Dordogne, defeated
another Christian army, inflicting on it such dreadful
loss that, according to its own fugitives, “God alone
could number the slain.” All Central France was now
overrun ; the banks of the Loire were reached; the
churches and monasteries were despoiled of their treas-
ures; and the tutelar saints, who had worked so many
miracles when there was no necessity, were found to
want the requisite power when it was so greatly needed.

The progress of the invaders was at length sfopped
by Charles Martel (A. . 732). Between Tours and
Poictiers, a great battle, which lasted seven days, was
fought. Abderahman waskilled, the Saracens retreated,
and soon afterward were compelled to recross the Py-
renees.

The banks of the Loire, therefore, mark the bound-
ary of the Mohammedan advance in Western Europe.
@Gibbon, in his narrative of these great evenfs, makes
this remark: “A victorious line of march had been
prolonged above a thousand miles from the rock of
Gibraltar to the banks of the Loire—a repetition of an
equal space would have carried the Saracens to the con-

fines of Poland and the Highlands of Scotland.”
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