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tune by declaring that it was an epidemic proceeding
from a certain malignity in the constitution of the air,
but in truth its spread was due to a certain infirmity in
the constitution of man—an infirmity which had not
been removed by the spiritual guidance under which he
had been living.

To the medical efficacy of shrines must be added
that of special relics. These were sometimes of the
most extraordinary kind. There were several abbeys
that possessed our Savior’s crown of thorns. Eleven had
the lance that had pierced his side. If any person was
adventurous enough to suggest that these could not all
be authentic, he would have been denounced as an
atheist. During the holy wars the Templar-Knights had
driven a profitable commerce by bringing from Jerusa-
lem to the Crusading armies bottles of the milk of the
Blessed Virgin; which they sold for enormous sums;
these bottles were preserved with pious care in many of
the great religious establishments. But perhaps none
of these impostures surpassed in audacity that offered by
a monastery in Jerusalem, which presented to the be-
holder one of the fingers of the Holy Ghost! Modern
society has silently rendered its verdict on these scan-
dalous objects. Though they once nourished the piety
of thousands of earnest people, they are now considered
too vile to have a place in any public museum.

How shall we account for the great failure we thus
detect in the guardianship of the Church over Europe?
This is not the result that must have occurred had there
been in Rome an unremitting care for the spiritual and
material prosperity of the continent, had the universal
pastor, the successor of Peter, occupied himself with
singleness of purpose for the holiness and happiness of
his flock.
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The explanation is not difficult to find. 1t is con-
: £ o ety
tained in a story of sin and shame. I prefer, therefore,
in the following pal_'agraphs, to oﬂer. explanatory fugti
devived from Catholic authors, and, 111‘(1ecd, to presen
them as nearly as I can in the words of those writers.

The story I am about to relate is a parrative of the
transformation of a confederacy into an absolute mon-
mdg{ the early times every chureh, witho&'tt prejudice
to its agreement with the Church 1}111\'({1‘5&1 in faﬂ essen-
managed its own affairs with perfect free-
1 maintaining its own traditional

tial points,
dom and independence, i

iscipline sti soncerning the
usages and discipline, all questions I11ot conce g e
whole Church, or of primary Importance, being settle

on the spot. :

Until the beginning of the ninth ce?l’t.m-y, th;:.re Wiis
no change in the constitution of the Roman (J'h'urc ),
But about 845 the Isidorian Decretals were fabricated
in the west of Gaul—a forgery containing about one
hundred pretended decrees of the‘eaﬂy popes, toge.t.lm.r
with certain spurious writings of 'other church digni-
taries and acts of synods. This forgery }?roduced an
immense extension of the papal power, it .(115]_)1'21(3(3!1 t?e
old system of church government, dlve.s_tm%’ 113f o‘f tli
republican attributes it had possessed, and trans or fﬂmn
it into an absolute monarchy. It brought the l?lb‘h(}])s
into subjection to Rome, and zlnade the Pontﬂ-l‘ ‘ﬁxe
supreme judge of the clergy of the whole 01111sf:1l1]11
world. It prepared the way for the great at-FenTl?t, enb
sequently made by Iﬂldebr?.nd, ’Eo E.om-’crtv .ﬂ];e {:]tdtes fjlj
Europe into a theocratic priest-kingdom, with the pope
Z 1211;8&)' V1L, the author of this great attempt, saw
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that his plans would be best carried out through the
agency .of synods. He, therefore, restricted theb right
o.f ]'}:Oldlllg them to the popes and their legates. tzTo
aid in the matter, a new system of churei law was
devised by Anselm of Lucca, partly from the old I:'h
dorian forgeries, and partly from new inventions ’Ib‘l‘
elstz‘;blish the supremacy of Rome, not only had ’l ne‘o
civil and a new canon law to be produced a new l:istorw
had also to be invented. This fu}'nish:ad needful iﬁy
stances of the deposition and excommunication of kinrre‘
and proved that they had always been subordinate btci
the popes. The decretal letters of the popes ﬁ'ere put
on a par with Seripture. At length it came to belre-
(:an(:d, throug,;horllt the West, that the popes had been

T]\'gm t-hfa beginning of Christianity, legislators for thé
whole Church. As absolute sovereigns in later times
cannot endure representative assembl?es, so the pﬂp%c:-'

when it wished to become absolute, found that ‘t.ﬂ{;
synods of particular national churches must be put an
end to, and those only under the immediate control cof

the pontiff permitted. This, in itself, {:onstitumd a

great revolution. :

Another fiction concocted in Rome in the eichth cen-
tury led to important consequences. Tt fei@ied that
the Emperor Constantine, in gratitude for his?’:um from
leprosy, and baptism by Pope Sylvester, had bestowed
;[t-aly and the Western provinees on the pope, and that
in token of his subordination, he had Sel'\-'éd, the }o()é
as his groom, and led his horse some distance. 1Tl%is
f{)l';;_)j(}l‘}-‘ was intended to work on the Frankish kings
to impress them with a correct idea of their infcri(;ri?;
ard to show that, in the territorial concessions th;’
made to the Church, they were not giving but onl rg
storing what rightfully belonged to 1; 7 1
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The most potent instrument of the new papal system
was QGratian’s Decretum, which was issued about the
middle of the twelfth century. It was a mass of fabrica-
tions. It made the whole Christian world, through the
papacy, the domain of the Ttalian clergy. It inculeated
that it is lawful to constrain men to goodness, to torture
and execcute heretics, and to confiscate their property;
that to kill an excommunicated person is not murder;
that the pope, in his unlimited superiority to all law,
stands on an equality with the Son of God !

As the new system of centralization developed,
maxims, that in the olden times would have been held to
be shocking, were boldly avowed—the whole Church
is the property of the pope to do with as he will ; what
is simony in others is not simony in him; he is above
all law, and can be called to account by none; who-
ever disobeys him must be put to death ; every bap-
tized man is his subject, and must for life remain so,
whether he will or not. Up to' the end of the twelfth
century, the popes were the vicars of Peter ; after Inno-
cent TIL they were the vicars of Christ.

But an absolute sovereign has need of revenues, and
to this the popes were 1o exception. The institution
of legates was brought in from Ilildebrand’s time.
Qometimes their duty was to visit churches, sometimes
they were sent on special busihess, but always invested
with unlimited powers to bring back money over the
Alps. And since the pope could not only make laws,
but could suspend their operation, a legislation was in-
troduced in view to the purchase of dispensations.
Monasteries were exempted from episcopal jurisdiction

on payment of a tribute to Rome. The pope bad now
become the universal bishop;” he had a concurrent
jurisdiction in all the dioceses, and could bring any
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cases before his own courts. His relation to the bishops
was that of an absolute sovereign to his officials. A
bishop could resign only by his permission, and sees
vacated by resignation lapsed to him. Appeals to him
were encouraged in every way for the sake of the
dispensations; thousands of processes came before the
Curia, bringing a rich harvest to Rome. Often when
there were disputing claimants to benefices, the pope
would oust them all, and appoint a creature of his own.
Often the candidates had to waste years in Rome, and
either died there, or carried back a vivid impression of
the dominant corruption. Germany suffered more than
other countries from these appeals and processes, and
hence of all countries was best prepared for the Ref-
ormation. During the thirteenth and fourteenth cen-
turies the popes made gigantic strides in the acquisition
of power. Instead of recommending their favorites for
benefices, now they issued mandates. Their Italian parti-
sans must be rewarded ; nothing could be done to satisfy
their clamors, but to provide for them in foreign coun-
tries. Shoals of contesting claimants died in Rome ; and,
when death took place in that city, the Pope claimed
the right of giving away the benefices. At length it
was aflirmed that he had the right of disposing of all
church-offices without distinetion, and that the oath of
obedience of a bishop to him implied political as well
as ecclesiastical subjection. In countries having a dual
government this increased the power of the spiritnal
element prodigiously.

Rights of every kind were remorselessly overthrown
to complete this centralization. In this the mendicant
orders were most eflicient aids. It was the pope and
those orders on one side, the bishops and the paro-
chial clergy on the other. The Roman court had seized
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the rights of synods, metropohtams?, bishops, natm:ml
churches. Incessantly interfered \nt'h by tlhe _1egaueh,
the bishops lost all desire to discipline their dioceses ;
incessantly interfered with by the begging monks, the

parish priest had become powerless in his own village ;
his pastoral influence was l}tt@l‘ly destroyed };)y the pa-
pal indulgences and absolutions they sold. The money
was carried off to Rome.

Pecuniary necessities urged many of thr.; popes 10
resort to such petty expedients as to require from a
prince, a bishop, or a grand-master, who had_L a E]ll:?
pending in the court, a present of a goldcx'x cup 1?1
with ducats. Such necessities also gave origin to T]u-
bilees. Sixtus IV. established whole colleges, and sg.ld
the places at three or four. hundred ducaxtrs.. Il},n?t..?l-li
VIII. pawned the papal tiara. Of Leo X. it \.\ -fmqmlu
that he squandered the revenues of three popes, he
wasted the savings of his pr'edec‘essor, he spent his own
income, he ‘anticipated that of his SUCCESSOT, he _cr;.egtec%
twenty-one hundred and fifty new olh'ces 2111.(1 sold t 1:[(-,;113 :
they were considered to be a gooc} 111\'cst1nf31}t,)zlj?? -;L-)l
produced twelve per cent. The mte.rest was extortec
from Catholic countries. Nowhere in Europe c:)ulal
capital be so well invested as at Rom?. ]'Jz-u'ge e
were raised by the foreclosing of mortgages, and n?t
only by the sale but the 1'esale.0f oﬂ'l.ces. : D.:Ecn .x\'u(,
promoted, for the purpose of selling their 'Oﬂ]CCh ?ltgdll’l.‘-rl

Though against the papal theory, \\-hm;denulﬁcu
usurious practices, an imrr'lense -papal bnn..‘mg si):,.eu:
had sprung up, in conmection with the Curia, 313c nlljuH‘L
at usurious interest were advanced to prelatep', P! ace
hunters, and litigants. The papal bankm;s were privi-
. g1l others were under the ban. The Curia had

;eo‘ed 3 Ry o Lisooh I e
diZcovered that it was for their interest to have ecelest
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astics : rer Eur i 1
.ﬂ 8 (1]]]‘ over Europe in their debt. They corld make
1em plis X i T -
; n tp 1ant, and exeommunicate them for non pwme\t
of interes T it w “half th
s est. In. 1827 it was reckoned that half the
e v11 world was under excommunication : bishops
gt ¢ excommunicated because they could not meet tl?
extortions o: R § j . X
o ; ‘of legates ; and persons were excommunicated
rarious pretenses, to cc ite
! ses, to compel them to purch
solution at an exorbit i e o
rbitant price. Th 1asti
ice. e ecclesiastical re
nues of all Europe wer ing i ; e
: were flowing into R i
o : g tome, a sink of
c,:z) ; upm.)n, sitmony, usury, bribery, extortion. The
in ént ,b ince }10{50, when the great centralizing move
began, had no time t i it -
. 0 pay attention to the i
nal sl ot thein oD % g
T‘hel airs of their own speecial flock in the city of Rome
e T = e ' 1 . 1 :
e were thousands of foreien cases, each brineine
money. “ Whenever,” S o
Eong ver,” says the Bishop Alvaro Pelay
I entered the apartments of the Roman 1 oo 1
el tmen court clergy, I
i occupied in counti : o
: ng 3 O i
which lay about the rooms i il
Vb : 16 rooms in heaps.” Every opportu
v Sy . 5 . . " g = ;
y of (],?tendmg the jurisdiction of the Curia was wel
come. Exe ions wer e
: xemptions were so managed that fregh orants
were constantly necessary ishe o
- y necessary. Bishops were privileged
against cathedral chapters, chapters against ’31 o
Ll pters, chapters against their hisl
ops; bishops, convents individuals o
s 8, ts, and individualg, aeains
tortions of legates. e
The two pillar hi )
s 310 %Hi?s on which the papal system now rest
rere the College of Cardin: ‘ -
' o ardinals and the Curia, T
cardinals, in 105 bpi
: 59, had become
. electors of tl
- e _ S of the ‘popes.
ofpt}to tIl)ldt time elections were made by the T"h(ﬂt} bEd
= he L(()ima‘n. clergy, and the concurrence of the ma ig
:-ef lanl cifizens was necessary. But Nicolag IT 8;8
stricted elections to the O ' e e
0 the College of Clardi '
& rdinals by a two
e o als by a two-
. COSJ:]‘_ ote, z?u.d gave to the German emperor the right
¥ nifir 1 raney
rstmmﬂclénatu)n. For almost two centuries there w;s a
t - - aer - g .
ggle Tor mastery between the cardinal oligarchy and

" the popes broke their oath.
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papal absolutism. The cardinals were willing enough
that the pope should be absolute in his foreign rule, but
they never failed fo attempt, before giving him their
votes, to bind him to accord to them a recognized share
in the government. After his election, and before his
consecration, he swore to observe certain capitulations,
such as a participation of revenucs between himself and
the cardinalg; an obligation that he would not remove
them, but would permit them to assemble twice a year
to discuss whether he had lept his oath. Repeatedly
On one side, the cardinals
wanted a larger share in the church government and
emoluments; on the other, the popes refused to surren-

The cardinals wanted to be

der revenues or power.
conspicuous in pormp and extravagance, and for this vast
not fewer than

sums were requisite. In one instance,
five hundred benefices were held by one of them; their
friends and retainers must be supplied, their families
enriched. It was affirmed that the whole revenues of
France were insufficient to meet their expenditures. In
their rivalries it sometimes happened that no pope was
elected for several years. It seemed as if they wanted
to show how easily the Church could get on without the
Vicar of Christ.

Toward the close of the eleventh century the Ro-
man Church became the Roman court. In place of the
Christian sheep gently following their shepherd in the
holy precinets of the city, there had arisen a chancery of
writers, notaries, tax-gatherers, where transactions about
privileges, dispensations, exemptions, were carried on;
.nd suitors went with petitions from door to door.
Rome was a rallying-point for place-hunters of every
nation. In presence of the enormous mass of business-

processes, graces, indulgences, absolutions, commands,
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and decisions, addressed to all parts of Europe anJ Asia,
the functions of the local church sank into insignifi-
cance. Several hundred persons, whose home was
the Curia, were required. Their aim was to rise in it
by enlarging the profits of the papal treasury. The
whole Christian world had become tributary to it.
Here every vestige of religion had disappeared ; its
members were busy with politics, litigations, and pro-
cesses ; not a word could be heard about spiritual con-
cerns. Every stroke of the pen had its price. Bene
fices, dispensations, licenses, absolutions, indulgences,
privileges, were bought and sold like merchandise. The
suitor had to bribe every one, from the doorkeeper to
the pope, or his case was lost. Poor men could neither
attain preferment, nor hope for it; and the result was,
that every cleric felt he had a right to follow the exam-
ple he had seen at Rome, and that he might make profits
out of his spiritual ministries and sacraments, having
bought the right to do so at Rome, and having no other
way to pay off his debt. The transference of power
from Italians to Frenchmen, through the removal of
the Curia to Avignon, produced no change—only the
Italians felt that the enrichment of Ttalian families had
slipped out of their grasp. They had learned to con-
sider the papacy as their appanage, and that they, under
the Christian dispensation, were God’s chosen people,
as the Jews had been under the Mosaic.

At the end of the thirteenth century a new kingdom
was discovered, capable of yielding immense revenues.
This was Purgatory. It was shown that the pope could
empty it by his indulgences. In this there was no need
of hypocrisy. Things were done openly. The original
germ of the apostolic primacy had now expanded inta
a colossal monarchy.
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The Inquisition had made the papal system irre-
sigtible. All opposition must be punished. with dea-‘fh
by fire. A mere thought, Wlt-}ll()ut havmg betm}'cq l.t-
gelf by outward sign, was considered as guilt. As time
went von, this practice of the Inquisition became more
and more atrocious. Torture was resorted to on mere
suspicion. The accused was not allowed‘ to know the
pame of his accuser. He was not permitted to lwfvlc
any legal adviser. There was no appeal. The I]lqllilr:‘-l-
tion was ordered not to lean to pity. No recantation
was of avail. The innocent family of. the accused was
deprived of its property by COI?.ﬁSCE}:tlloll; half. went tfu
the papal treasury, half to the inquisitors. Life cznly,
caid Innocent III., was to be left to the sons of misbe-
lievers, and that merely as an act of mercy. The. (_’{)]l.-
sequence was, that popes, such as k.molns HI.., ezymhed
their families through pl unde.r acquired by this tribunal.
Inquisitors did the same habitually. . : 5

The struggle between the F}:ench and Italians for
the possession of the papacy inevitably led to the SC-hlSIlll
of the fourteenth century. Ior more.t.ba_n forty years
two rival popes were Now anathcmatlz%ng each other,
two rival Curias were squeezing the I.mt.lons for money.
Eventually, there were three obediences, and triple
revenues to be extorted. Nobody, now, could guarantee
the validity of the sacraments, for nobody could be sure
which was the true pope. Men were thus compelled to
think for themselves. They could not find who was the
legitimate thinker for them. They begf‘:tn._tc? see t':hat
fhe Church must rid herself of the curialistic chains,
and resort to a General Connc.il: Thzft attempt was
again and again made, the l.]lt-elltlff]l being to raise the
Council into a Parliament of Christendom, and %na.k:a
. the pope its chief executive officer. DBut the vast intex
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ests that had grown out of the corruption of ages could
not so easily be overcome ; the Curia again recovered its
ascendency, and ecclesiastical trading was resumed. The
Germans, who had uever been permitted to share in the
Curia, took the leading part in these attempts at reform.
As things went on from bad to worse, even they at last
found out that all hope of reforming the Church by
means of councils was delusive. Erasmus exclaimed,
“If Christ does not deliver his people from this multi-
form ecclesiastical tyranny, the tyranny of the Turk will
become less intolerable.” Cardinals’ hats were now
sold, and under Leo X. ecclesiastical and religious offices
were actually put up to auction. Themaxim of life had
become, interest first, honor afterward. Among the
officials, there was not one who could be honest in the
dark, and virtuous without a witness. The violet-colored
velvet cloaks and white ermine capes of the cardinals
were truly a cover for wickedness.

The unity of the Church, and therefore its power, re-
quired the use of Latin as a sacred language. Through
this, Rome had stood in an attitude strictly European,
and was enabled to maintain a general international re-
lation. It gave her far more power than her asserted
celestial authority, and, much as she claims to have done,
she is open to condemnation that, with such a signal ad-
vantage in her hands, never again to be enjoyed b y any
successor, she did not accomplish much more. Had not
the sovereign pontiffs been so completely oceupied with
maintaining their emoluments and temporalities in Italy,
they might have made the whole continent advance like
Jne man. Their officials could pass without difficulty
into every nation, and communicate without embarrass-
ment with each other, from Ireland to Bohemia, from
Italy to Scotland. The possession of a common tongue
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pave them the administration of international affairs
?vith intelligent allies everywhere, speaking the same
guage. ;

13-1‘?;;0? without cause was the hatred ma.nifest(.:d by
Rome to the restoration of Greek and introdvfctmn of
Hebrew, and the alarm with which she percelv.ed the
modern languages forming out of the vulgar c.halcct::x.
Not without reason did the Faculty of Theology in Paris
rescho the sentiment that was prevalent in the time of
Ximenes, ¢ What will become of religion if the study of
Greck and Hebrew be permitted ¢” The preva-lenc:e of
Latin was the condition of her power; its deterioration,
the measure of her decay ; its disuse, the signal of her
limitation to a little principality in Italy. I?l fact, the
development of European languages was the mstrum'ent
of her overthrow. They formed an effectual communica-
tion between the mendicant friars and the i]lit.erate pop-
ulace, and there was not one of them .that did not (113—
play in its earliest productions a sovereign contempt for
her. .

The rise of the many-tongued European hteratu‘re
was therefore coincident with the dcclin(.a of papal Chris-
tianity ; European literature was ilIlp.OSSlble- under'C.ath-
olic rule. A grand, a solemn, an unpo.smg.rel?glous
unity enforced the literaryunity which is implied in the
use of a single tongue.

While thus the possession of a universal language
so signally secured her power, the real secret of much of
the influence of the Church lay in the 001_1‘[-1'01. she had
s0 skillfully obtained over domestic life. ]It'jl‘ mﬂ}mnee
diminished as that declined. Coinci@ent \\'11;?1 this was
her displacement in the guidance of international rela-
tions by diplomacy. =i

Tn the old times of Roman domination the encamp-




