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ments of the legions in the provinces had always prov
to !JG fo.ci of civilization. The industry and uortli“-)‘m
hibited in them presented an example not .loct - ‘i—‘{‘
surrounding barbarians of Britain, Gaul, and C;el'?;:ail lfe
ind,jth?uwgh 1.t_was_ no part of their duty to occul‘)} :
.embelven actively in the betterment of the conquer 3
tribes, but rather to keep them in a depressed con((ll'te' o
that aided in maintaining subjection, a stkc;ady imp];';f;j
;}::j both in the individual and social condition took
Under the ecclesiastical domination of Rome similar
effects occurred. In the open country the mm:aqt "1
replaced the legionary encampment ; in the vilhc: 5
town, the church was a centre of licht. A )o(w? e'fml-
effect was produced by the elegant 111};11‘5' of thflz fo fﬂ ‘1
and by the sacred and solemn monitions of the lat‘: 11}01,
In' exffolliug the papal systém for what it did i]fl‘;h
organization of the family, the definition of civil polic :
the const.ruction of the states of Europe, onr : 1"11%}{,
must be ?lmited by the recollection that the’ohief (I))bc' 1S~i
of ecclesiastical policy was the agerandizement of JtehC
Chm.'ch, not the promotion of civilization. The be .ﬁe
o_htamed by the laity was not through any special i i
t..LOHr, but incidental or collateral, e
7 Iiherc was no farreaching, no persistent plan +
ameliorate the physical condition of the nations PN ho
Ing was done to favor their intellectual devc?{} m;ﬁt:
1;1d§ed, on the cor_ltl"ary, it was the settled policy tlz) kee ’
them not merely illiterate, but ignorant. Century aftei;
]C:'eltlttUly passed away, a.nd left the Ppeasantry but little
etter than the cattle in the fields. Intercommung
tion .and locomotion, which tend so powerfully to ex (335
the 1de'as, received no encouragement; the zaa'm '_fanf
men died without ever having vent,ured outf.] o} yt}_c:e
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neighborhood in whick they were born. For them
there was no hope of personal improvement, none of
the bettering of their lot; there were no comprehensive
schemes for the avoidance of individual wanf, none for
the resistance of famines. Pestilences were permitted to
gtalk forth nnchecked, or at best opposed only by mum-
meries. Bad food, wretched clothing, inadequate shel-
ter, were suffered to produce their result, and at the end
of a thousand years the population of Europe had not
doubled.

If policy may be held accountable as much for the
births it prevents as for the deaths it occasions, what a
great responsibility there is here!

In this investigation of the influence of Catholicism,
we must carefully keep separate what it did for the
people and what it did for itself. ‘When we think of
the stately monastery, an embodiment of luxury, with
its closely-mown lawns, its gardens and bowers, its foun-
tains and many murmuring streams, we must connect it
not with the ague-stricken peasant dying without help
in the fens, but with the abbot, his ambling palfrey,
his hawk and hounds, his well-stocked cellar and larder.
He is part of a system that has its centre of authority

in Ttaly. To that his allegiance is due. Tor its behoof
are all his acts. When we survey, as still we may, the
magnificent churches and cathedrals of those times,
miracles of architectural skill—the only real miracles
of Catholicism—when in imagination we restore the
transcendently imposing, the noble services of which they
were once the scene, the dim, religious light streaming
in through the many-colored windows, the sounds ol
voices not inferior in their melody to those of heaven,
the priests in their sacred vestments, and above all the
prostrate worshipers listening to litanies and prayers in
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a foreign and unknown tongue, shall we not ask our
selves, Was all this for the sake of those worshipers, or
for the glory of the great, the overshadowing aunthority
at Rome?

But perhaps some one may say, Are there not limits
to human exertion—things which -no political system,
no human power, no matter how excellent its intention,
can accomplish? Men cannot be raised from barbarism,
a continent cannot be civilized, in a day!

The Catholic power is not, however, to be tried by
any such standard. It scornfully rejected and still re-
Jects a human origin. Tt claims to be aceredited super-
naturally. The sovereign pontiff is the Vicar of God
upon earth. Infallible in judgment, it is given to him
to accomplish all things by miracle if need be. He had
exercised an autocratic tyranny over the intellect of
Europe for more than a thousand years; and, though on
some occasions he had encountered the resistances of
disobedient princes, these, in the aggregate, were of so
little moment, that the physical, the political power of
the continent may be affirmed to have been at his dis-
posal. '

Such facts as have been presented in this chapter
were, doubtless, well weighed by the Protestant Reform-
ers of the sixteenth century, and brought them to the
conclusion that Catholicism had altogether failed in its
mission ; that it had become a vast system of delusion and
imposture, and that a restoration of true Christianity
could only be accomplished by returning to the faith
and practices of the primitive times. This was no deci
sion suddenly arrived at ; ithad long been the opinion oi
many religious and learned men. The pious Fratricelli

in the middle ages had loudly expressed their belief that
the fatal gift of a Roman emperor had been the doom
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of true religion. It wanted nothing more than the
voice of Luther to bring men throughout the. north ](;f
Europe to the determination that the “’OI‘SI_IIP c?f t cf,
Virgin Mary, the invocation of saints, the w ork.mﬂg Of
miracles, supernatural cures of.the Sl,Ck.’ the ];J*Lu"chami1 o‘
indulgences for the perpetra.mon of sin, al-md all 10; er
evil practices, lucrative to their a!)ettors, which had een
fastened on Christianity, but W]llch.. were no part of 1t,'
chould come to an end. Catholicism, as a syste‘m f?l
promoting the well-being of man, had plainly il.?ﬂ(fd 1r;
justifying its alleged originj 1ts.pe1'f01‘mance “a no
corresponded to its great pretensions; zmd,, a-ftl‘;:l an 0]');’
portunity of more than a thousar.ld years d}uatmn, i
had left the masses of men su’t?rmtted ‘Eo its 1nﬁuenc3i,
both as regards physical well-being and 1'11tellectual El -
ure, in a condition far lower than what it ought to have

been.




CHAPTER XI.

SCIENCE IN RELATION TO MODERN CIVILIZATION.

Llusiration of the general influences of

o Science from the history of America.

?r(riohucrmx OF SCIENCE 1810 EURrOPE.—J¢ passed from Moorish Spain
0 }g;pe-r' Italy, and was favored by the absence of the popes at Avignon,
—The eg"’er;ts qf. printing, of maritime adventure, and of the I;’g‘br-
T ';aafi.on.—-l-ismb[zsfmzent of the Ttalian scientific societies
HE TR T i IR AT I~ ’
E [;?u;_nu UAL INFLUENCE OF SCIENCE.—7 changed the mode and. the
.f:rec.‘e;y} ofdt/eovyﬁt in Hurope.—The transactions of the Royal So-
ciely of London, and other scienti ielt ; -
¢ 3 er scientific societies, furnish i i
=l y Jurnish an illustration
TaE Ecox AL IN IN 5 iS4
;Los OMICAL I).FL'E'.L_\CE OF SCIENCE i3 illustrated by the numerovs me-
chanical and physical inventions, made since the fourteenth century—

o DA -
eir influence 4 15} 2, e ar ¢ ai
£ £ e O I"t‘.{‘di"ﬁé and domestic [ 7
ife,on the a 13 of i1 nd
Jf.‘ 3 of peace

Answer lo the question, What has Science done for humanity ¢

E‘UROIJE, at the epoch of the Reformation, furnishes
us with the result of the influences of Ronmn’(}hristian—
}ty in the promotion of civilization. America examinéd
in like manner at the present time, furnishes ius with an
illustration of the influences of science.

In the course of the seventeenth century g sparse
Eurf)pean population had settled along the western At-
lantic coast. Attracted by the cod-fishery of Newfound-
l-fmd, the French had a little colony north of the St

-Lawrence; the English, Dutch, and Swedes. ocew )ie(i
the shore of New England and the Middle St;tes; s](;me
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Huguenots were living in the Carolinas. Rumors of a
spring that could confer perpetual youth—a fountain of
life—had brought a few Spaniards into Florida. Be-
hind the fringe of villages which these adventurers had
built, lay a vast and unknown country, inhabited by
wandering Indians, whose numbers from the Gulf of
Mexico to the St. Lawrence did not exceed one hundred
and cighty thousand. From them the European stran-
gers had learned that in those solitary regions there
were fresh-water seas, and a great river which they
called the Mississippi. Some said that it flowed through
Virginia into the Atlantic, some that it passed through
Florida, some that it emptied into the Pacific, and some
that it reached the Gulf of Mexico. Parted from their
native countries by the stormy Atlantic, to cross which
implied a voyage of many months, these refugees seemed
lost to the world.

3ut before the close of the nineteenth century the
descendants of this feeble people had become one of
the great powers of the earth. They had established a
republic whose sway extended from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. 'With an army of more than a million men, not
on paper, but actually in the field, they had overthrown
a domestic assailant. They had maintained at sea a
war-fleet of nearly seven hundred ships, carrying five

 thousand guns, some of them the heaviest in the world.

The tonnage of this navy amounted to half a million.
Tn the defense of their national life they had expended
in less than five years more than four thousand million
dollars. Their census, periodically taken, showed that
the population was doubling itself every twenty-five
years; it justified the expectation that at the close of
that century it would number nearly one hundred mill-
ion souls.
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A silent continent had been changed into a scene of
industry ; it was full of the din of machinery and the
restless moving of men. Where there had been an un-
broken forest, there were hundreds of cities and towns,
To commerce were furnished in profusion some of the
most important staples, as cotton, tobacco, breadstuffs,
The mines yielded incredible quantities of gold, iron,
ccal.  Countless churches, colleges, and public schools,
testified that a moral influence vivified this material ac-
tivity. Locomotion was effectually provided for. The
railways exceeded in aggregate length those of all Eu-
rope combined. In 1873 the aggregate length of the
European railways was sixty-three thousand three hun-
dred and sixty miles, that of the American was seventy
thousand six hundred and fifty miles. One. of them,
built across the continent, connected the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans.

But not alone are these material results worthy of
notice. Others of a moral and social kind force them-
selves on our attention. Four million negro slaves
had been set free. Legislation, if it inclined to the
advantage of any class, inclined to that of the poor.
Its intention was to raise them from poverty, and bet-
ter their lot. A career was open to talent, and that
without any restraint. Every thing was possible to in-
telligence and industry. Many of the most important
public offices were filled by men who had risen from
the humblest walks of life. If there was not social
equality, as there never can be in rich and prosperous
communities, there was civil equality, rigorously main-
tained.

It may perhaps be said that much of this material
prosperity arose from special conditions, such as had
never occurred in the case of any people before. There

ILLUSTRATIONS FROM AMERICAN HISTORY. 9289

was a vast, an open theatre of action, a whole continent
ready for any who chose to take possession of it. Noth-
ing more than courage and industry was needed to over-
come Nature, and to seize the abounding advantages
she offered.

But must not men be animated by a great principle
who suecessfully transform the primeval solitudes into
an abode of civilization, who are not dismayed by gloomy
forests, or rivers, mountains, or frightful deserts, who
push their conquering way in the course of a century
across a continent, and hold it in subjection? Let us
confrast with this the results of the invasion of Mexico
and Peru by the Spaniards, who in those countries over-
threw a wonderful civilization, in many respects superior
to their own—a civilization that had been accomplished
without iron and gunpowder—a civilization resting on
an agricalture that had neither horse, nor ox, nor plough.
The Spaniards had a clear base to start from, and no
obstruction whatever in their advance. They ruined all
that tle aboriginal children of America had accom-
plished Millions of those unfortunates were de:-?:troyed
by their eruelty. Nations that for many centuries hja(l
been living in contentment and prosperity, under in-
stitutions shown by their history to be suitable to them,
were plunged into anarchy ; the people fe!l into a bane-
ful superstition, and a greater part of their ls:nded and
other property found its way into the possession of the
Roman Church.

I have selected the foregoing illustration, drawn
frora American history, in preference to many others
that micht have been taken from Kuropean, because
it fornishes an instance of the operation of the acting
principle least interfered with by extraneous condit%ons.
European political progress is less simple than American.
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