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to eay something, but, as she was silent, he pro-
ceeded. T would to God, that as he was at the
beeinning of this treaty, it had pleased Heaven
he should have conducted and concluded it with
his usual wisdom ; but what remedy ?—he has
gone the path which we must all tread.”

“Your lordship,” said Eveline, **has nobly
avenged the death of your noble friend.”

“T have but done my devoir, lady, as a good
knight, in defence of an endangered maiden—a
Lord Marcher in protection of the frontier—and
a friend inavenging his friend. But to the point.
—Our long and noble line draws near to a cloge.
Of my remote kinsman, Randal Lacy, I will not
gpeak; for in him I see nothing that is good or
hopeful, nor have we been at one for many years
My nephew, Damian, gives hopefal promise to
be a worthy branch of our ancient tree—but he is
scarce twenty years old, and hath a long career
of adventure and peril to encounter, ere he can
honorably propose to himself the duties of do-
mestic prive or matrimonial engagements.

atement

perhaps in the escutcheon of his arms ; yet, had
ten years more passed over him with ﬂ'm honors
ivalry, I should have proposed Damian de

or the happiness to which I at present my-
"

Eveline, endeavoring at the same fir
preqs all that could be offensive in the su
which she conld not help exhi g.
“J do not wonder,” replied ti
calmly,—for the ice being mow bro
the natural steadi 3
—* that you express surpri
al. T have not perhaps
s eye, and 1
knew {1 3 terms and
3 a lady’s ear; , noble
Eveline, the Lady of Hugh de Lacy w
of the for among the matr
land.*
“ Tt will the better become the
whom so high a di yis o §

be one

loxd,” rep £
which youn are so willing to lead me.—An
give me—must crave time for other inquiries, as
well as those which respect myself.”

“Your father, noble l:ul,\:. had this
warmly at heart. This scroll, signed
own hand, will ghow it.” He bent his knee
he gave the paper. ‘*“The wife of De Lacy w
have, as the daughter of Raymond F ’
merits, the rank of a prince
dowry of a queen.”

*Mock me net with your knee, my lord,
while you plead to me the paternal commands,

his widow, the

Y NOVELS.

which, joined to other circumstances" —ghe

pansed, and ed dee * leave me, perhaps
but little room for free will1” :
Emboldened by this answer, De Lacy, whe
had hitherto rer ed on his knee, rose gently,

and assuming a seat beside the Lady Eveline
continued to press his suit—not, indeed, in the
language of pasgion, but of a plain-gepoken man,
rerly urging a proposal on which his happiness
yended, The vision of the miraculous image,

, it may be supposed, uppermost in the mind

of Eveline, who, tied down by the solemn vow
she had made on that occasion, felt herself con-
gtrained to return e ve answers, where she.
might perhaps have 1 a direct negative, had

s alone been to decide her reply.

aid, * expect from me,
my lord, in this my so & ite, that
I shonld come to a speedy determination npon an
affair of such deep importance. %ive me leisure
of your nobleness for consid on with myself—
for con
Al on, ** do not
be offended at my ar; 1 cannot long delay
getting forward on a distantand perilous expe-
dition; the short time left me for soliciting
st be an apology for my impor-

¢ And is it in these
wonld

s T fizht in Palestine, will

t answer, my lord,”
gaid Evel ing from her seat
“ To-mor
nery at Glot
father's
house.
this ma

‘A fair 1 nly resolution,” answered

rt, rather glad

lged, ‘“and, ag I

ble to the suit of

od Lady Ab-

long my honored friend.” He then
out to attend her

, offering a chain

et encircle thy neck, and

. where resides my honored
i ess of that reverend

that the con
trust, not aliog

buy thy

“ My good will c 1ot be purchased, my lord,”
gaid Rose, putting back the gift which he prof-
fered.

¥« your fair word, then,” gaid the Constable,
again pressing it upon her.

“Fair worde are easily honght,” said Rose,
still reject ut they are seldom
worth the pur

“Po yon gcorn
Lacy; **it has
coun

“ Give it toa Norman countess then, my Jord,"
gaid the damsel; *I am plain Rose Flammock

proffer, damsel?” said De
ced the neck of a Norman
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the weaver's danghter. I lkeep my good word to
go with my good will, and & latten chain will be-
gome me as wellas beaten gold.”

« Peace, Rose,” said her lady; ** you are over
malapert to talk thus to the Lord Constable.—And
you, my Jord,” she continned, * permit me now
to depart, since you are possessed of my answer
to your present proposal I regret it had not
been of gome less delicate nature, that, by grant-
ing it at once, and without delay, I might bave
shown my sense of your gervices.”

The lady was handed forth by the Constable
of Chester, with the same ceremony which had
been observed at their entrance, and ghe returned
to her own castle, sad and anxious in mind for
the event of this important conference. She
gathered closely around her the great mourning
veil, that the alteration of her conntenance might
not be observed ; and, without pausing to gpeak
even to Father Aldrovand, she instantly with-
drew to the privacy of her own bower.

—_—

CHAPTER XIL

miLy QUARRELS.

WreN . the Lady Eveline had retired into her
owa private chamber, Rose Flammock followed
her unbidden, and proffered her assistance in re-
moving the large veil which she had worn while
ghe was abroad; but the lady refus d her per-
mission, saying, ** You are forward with service,
maiden, when it is not required of you.”

“You are displeased with me, lady!" said
Rone.

« And if T am, I have cause,” replied Eveline.
« You know my difficulties—yon know what my
duty demands; yet, instead of aiding me to
make the sacrifice, you render it more difiicult.”

% Wonld I had influence to guide your path!”
gaid Rose; ‘“you should find ita smooth one—ay,
2n honest and straight one, to boot.”

Tlow mean you, maiden?” said Eveline.

T would have youn,” answered Rose, ** recall
the enconragement—the consent, T may almost
call it, you have yielded to this proud baron. He
is too great to be loved himseli—too haughty to
love you as you deserve. If you wed him, you
weil gilded misery, and, it may be, dishonor as
well as discontent.”

“Remember, damsel," answered Eveline Ber-
enger, “ his services towards ns.”

“His gervices?” answered Rose. ‘ He ven-
tured his life for us, indeed, but so did every sol-
dier in his host. And am I bound to wed any
rufiling blade among them, because he fought
when the trumpet sounded? I wonder what is
the meaning of their devoir, as they call it, when
it shames them not to claim the highest reward
woman can bestow, merely for discharging the
duty of a gentleman, by a distressed creature. A

gentleman, said 1?—The coarsest boor in Flan
ders would hardly expect thanks for doing the
daty of a man by women in such acase.”

“But my father’s wishes ?" said the young
lady.

“They had reference, without doubt, to the
inclination of your father’s daughter,” answered
the attendant. **Iwillnot do my late noble lord
—(may God assoilzie me 1)—the injustice to sup-
pose he would have ur: red anght in this mattez
which squared not with your free choice.”

 Then my vow—my fatal vow—as I had well-
nigh called it,” said Eveline.  May Heaven for-
give me my ingratitude to my patroness!®

“Fyen this shakes me not,” said Rosej el |
will never believe our Lady of Mercy would ex
act such a penalty for her protection, as to desire
me to wed the man I could not love. She smiled,
you £ay, Upon your prayer. Go—lay at her feet
these dificulties which oppress you, and see if
ghe will not smile again. Or seck adis pensation
from your vow—seek it at the expense f the half
of your estate, seek it at the expense of your
whole property. Goa pilgrimage bar footed to
Rome—do anything but give your hand where
you cannot give your heart.”

“Yon speak warmly, Rose,” said Eveline,

sighing as she spoke.
my sweet lady, I have cause. Have I
not geen a honsehold where love was not—where,
although there was worth and zood-will, and
enough of the means of life, all 3 imbittered
by regrets, which were not only vain, but crimi-
pal?

“ Yet, methinks, Rose, a sense of what is due
to onrselves and to others may, if listened to,
guide and comfort us under such feelings even as
thou hast deseribed.’

« Tt will save us from sin, lady, but not from
sorrow,” answered Rose ; * and wherefore shounld
we, with our eyes open, rush into circumstanc
where duty must war with inclination? Why
row against wind and tide, when you may as
eagily take advantage of the breeze?

“Becanse the voyage of my life lies where
winds and currents oppose me,’* answered Eve-
line. ‘It is my fate, Rose.”

“ Not unless you make it such by choice,” an
swered Rose, * O, could you but have seen the
pale cheek, sunken eye, and dejected bearing of
my poor mother |—I have said too much.”

“Tt was then your mother,” said her young
lady, * of whose unhappy wedlock you have
spoken?

%1t was—it was,” said Rose, bursting into
tears. “Ihave expesed my own shame to saye
you from sorrow. Unhappy she was, thongh
most guiltless—so unhappy, that the breach of
the dike, and the inundation in which she per-
ighed, were, but for my sake, to her welcome ag
night to the weary laborer. She had a heart like
yours, formed tolove and be loved ; and it would
be doing honor to yonder proud Baron, to say ha
had such worth as my father's,—Yet was she
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most mnhappy. 01 my sweet lady, be warned,
and break off this ill-omened match |
Eveline returned the pressure with which
the affectionate girl, as she clung to her hand,
enforced her well-meant advice, and then mutter-
ed, with a profound sigh, —* Rose, it i8 too
late.
round the room, ** Where are those w
terials 7—Let me bring Father Aldrovand, and in-
struct him of your pleasure—or stay, the good
father hath himself an eye on the splendo 8 of
as abandoned—he
will be no safe secretar] 1 go myself to the
Lord Con me his rank car dazzle, or
his wealth bribe r overawe. I will
y part towards you, to
press his contract with your father in ch an
honr of helpl gorrow—no pious part, in de-
laying the e 8
of marryin iving in marria;
himself on a maiden whose 1
s not decided in his i yart, to
marry one whom he itly abandon,
either to solitude, or to the dangers ofa profii-
gate conrt,”
“ You have not courage for such an emb.
] istre dly o
nthful attendant’s zeal.
|—and wherefore not ¥—
Try me,” answered the Flemish m
turn. ““Tam neither Saracen nor We
his lance and sword scare me not. I follow not
his banner—his voice of command concerns me
not. I could, with your leaveg b 1im he
is a selfish man, veiling with fair and honorable
p cts his pursuit of objects which concern his
own pride and gratification, and four
claims on hav i
common humanity demanded. Andall
oth the t De Lacy have an heir
noble house, ar is fai phew 18 not
good enough to be his represent
his mother was of Anglo
real heir must be pure unmi
for this, Lady iger, in the first
of youth, must be wedded toa man who m
be her f
tected for year
n her gra
concerning purity
of lineage,” said E 1 he may call
to mind, what go good ah he is cannot
fail to know—that I am of Saxon strain by my
father’s mother,
“0Oh,” replied Rose, “he will forgive: that
blot in the heiress of the Garde Dolourense.’
“Tie, Rose swered her mistress, ** thon
flost him wrong in taxing him with avarice.”
ered Rose: “but he is
andeniably s; and Avarice, I haveheard,
Is An n's bastard brother, thongh Ambition
be sometimes ashamed of the relationship.”
“ Yon speak too boldly, damsel,” said Eveline ;

“and, while I acknowle
es e to check your m
Nay, take that tone, and I have done,” said
Roge. — “To Eveline, whom I love, and who
me, T can & k freely—but to the Lady of
le Dolon e, the proud Norman (‘n:m'n;:el
h when yon choose to be you car
curtsy as low a gtation dema
ttle truth as she cares to hear.”
“ Thou art a wild but a kind girl,”’ said Eve-
i o did not know thee wonls
thi at soft a i h exterior covered
guch a soul © hy mother must indeed
have been the b eling and passion yom
paint her; for 4y, DAY, never arm in
his defe ttacked—I only meant to
gay, that and sound ju
are his d qualities.”
vou would avail yourself of
Rose,

; t he were rather
anu lor i we now treat
of,’ sai

“Yon mis

mock, *

wered Rose Flam-
value. Sound judg-
uring-wand,

ly to coarser

th the dimensions

g not- instantly

. Y Lehve me now,

» tirewoman hither—I

have directi about the packing and re-
moval of m :

man hath been a

i Rose; “time was

as little as thou dost™
's wife—she

father—

n by that

nly in per

3 no other wo-

ch skill in empack-

z of their beingin-

and t

id Rose, emiling,
tension to favor

all prese
ady—keep her to her bales
r not prate to you oo

what coneer:

So sayi ge left the apartment, and her
young lady her in eilence —then
murmured to 1 f—'"*Rose loves me truly}
but she wonld willingly be ¢ of the mistress
than the maiden; and then she is somewhal
jealous of every other person that approaches
me.—It is strange, that I have not seen Damian
de Lacy w with the Constable.
f'lc antieif o, the chance of his find-
ing in me a |

~But the d who crowded for orders
with reference to her removal early on the mow
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row, began now to divert the current of their
lady's thonghts from the consideration of her
pwi particular gituation, which, as the '[H"l‘:‘p('(-.‘:-
presented nothing pleasant, with the elastic
gpirit of youth, ghe willingly postponed ' till far-
ther leisare.

i e

Eipry on the subsequent ning, & gallant
company, saddened indeed by the deep mourning
which their principals wore, left the well-de-
fended Castle of the Garde Dolourense, which
had been =o lately the scene of =uch remarkable
events.

The enn was just beginning toe
dews which I fallen during the T
disperse the thin gray mist W ed
towers and when Wilkin Flam-
mock, with sowmen on horseback, and
as many spearmen on foof, llied forth from
gnder the Gothic gateway, and cros
gounding After advar
guard, “came four hounsehold e rvants  well
monnted, and after them, as many ir
male attendants, all in mour
forth the young Lady Eveline
the centre of the little pro
black robes formed a st t to the
color of her milk-white palfrey. e her, on
a Spanish jenmet, the gift of her affectionate
father,—who had procured itata high rate, and
who would have given half hi= substance to &
ify his daughter —aat the gir
Flammock, who had go m ¢h of juvenile shy-
pess in her manner, o much of feeling and of
judgment in her thonghts and action
Margery followed, mixed in the party
by Father Aldrovand, whose company she chiefly
frequented; for Marcery affected a little the
character of the devo and her influence in
the family, as haying been Eveli
go great as to render her no impre
ion for the chaplain, when her lady di
quire her attendance on her own person. Then
came old Raoul the hunisman, his wife, and two
or three other officers of Raymond Berenger's
household ; the steward with his golden chain,
velvet cassock, and white wand, bringing up the
rear, which was closed by a small band of arch-
erg, and four men-at-arms. The guard and in-

deed the greater part of the at

only designed to give the necessary degree of
honor to the young lady’s mov nents, by accom-
panying her a shorl space from the Castle,
where they were met by the Constable of Ches-
ter, who, with & retinune of thirty lar

posed himself to escort Eveline ad far

tester, the place of her destination. Under his

protection mo danger Was o be apprehended,
even if the severe defeat g0 lately sastained by
the Welsh had not of its f heen likely to prevent
any attempt, on the part of those hostile moun-
taineers, to disturb the safety of the Marches for
gome time to come.

In pursnance of this arranzement, which per-
mitted the armed part of Eveline’s retinue to ré-
turn for the protection of the tle, and the res-
toration of order in the district aronnd, the Con-
stable awaited her at the fatal bridge, at tho
head of the gallant band of sclected horsemen
whom he had ordered to attend upon him. The
parties halted, as if to salute each other; but the
Constable, observing that Ev i
more closely around her, and recollecting
loss she had so lately sustained on that luckless
gpot, had the judgment to confine his greeting to
a mute reverence,so low that the lofty plur

he wore (for he was now in comple
oled with the flowi
kin Fla
e lady if he h
one, good W
r, true and w
e properties

ammock. °
hand instead of &

I can claim to be :

—farewell 1"
The steward next approached fo &
leave, but in doing : t with a
It had been the pleasure of
a8 in his own disposition €ross-
d in person rheumatic, to acc 0
1f with an old Arab horse, which had
» of the breed, as lean, and
almost & S and with a temper as
is s that of a fie Betwixt the rider and
a constant misunderstanding,
ul’s part by oaths, rongh checks with
the curb, and severe digging with the spurs,
which Mahound (80 pag i
named) answered by plun
savoring by all expedients to unseat hia
as striking snd lashing out furi-
cusly at whatever else approached him. It was
thonght by many of the honsechold, that Raoul
preferred this vicions cross-tempered animal
upon all o ons when he travelled in company
with his wife, in order to take advantage by the
chance, that amongst the varions ki plunges
gambades, lashings ont, and other eccentricitic
of Mahound, his heels might come in contact
with Dame Gillian’s i And now, when, as
the important steward spurred up his palfrey to
kiss his yonng lady’s hand, and to take his leave,
it seemed to the bystanders as if Raoul so man-
aged his bridle and spur, that Mahound §y k
out his hoofs at the same moment, one of w
coming in contact with the steward’s thig
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woold have splintered it like a rotten reed, had
the parties been a couple of inches nearerto each
other. As it was, the steward sustained consid-
erable damage ; and they thai observed the grin
upon Raoul's vinegar countenance entertained
little doubt, that Mahound’s heels then and there
avenged certain nods, winks, and wreathed
gmiles, which had passed betwixt the gold-
chained functionary and the coquettish tire-wo-
man, since the party left the castle.

This incident abridged the painful solemnity
of parting betwixt the Lady Eveline and her
dependants, and lessened, at the same time, the
formality of her meeting with the Constable, and,
as it were, resigning herself to his protection,

Hugo de Lacy, having commanded six of his
men-at-arms to proceed as an advanced gnard,
remained himself to see the steward properly
deposited on alitter, and then, with the rest of
his followers, marched in military fashion about
one hundred yards in the rear of Lady Eveline
and her retinue, judiciously forbearing to present
himself to her society while she was engaged in
the orisons which the place where they met
naturally sugeested, and waiting patiently until
the elasticity of yonthful temper shonld req
some diversion of the gloomy thoughts which
the scene ingpired.

Guided by this policy, the Constable did not
approach the ladies until the advance of the
morning rendered it politen to remind them,
that a pleasant spot for breaking their fast oc-
curred in the neighborhood, where he had ven-
tured to make some preparations for rest and re-
freshment. Immediately :Lﬂr\rt!m Lady Eveline
had intimated her acceptance of this courtesy,
they came in sight of the spot he alluded to,
marked by an ancient oak, which, spreading its
broad branches far and wide, reminded the trav-
eller of that of Mamre, under which celes
beings accepted the hospitality of the patria
Aeross two of these huge projecting arms was
flung a piece of rose-colored sarsnet, 1 CAnopy
to keep off the morning’ beams, which were
already rising high. Cushions aof silk, inter-
changed with others covered with the of
animals of the chase, were arranged round a re-
yast, which a Norman cook had done his utmost
to distingnish, by the superior delic f hisart,
from the gross meals of the Saxons, and the
penurious simplicity of the Welsh tables. A
fountain, which bubbled from under a large moe
gtone at some distance, refreshed the air with its
gound, and the taste with its liquid crystal;
while, at the same time, it formed a cistern for

cooling two or three flasks of Gascon wine and
hippocras, which were at that time the neces
accompaniments of the morning meal.
When Eveli the Confessor, and
at some farther distance her faithful nurse, was
peated at this sylvan banquet, the leaves rustling
to a gentle breeze, the water bubbling in the
background, the birds twittering around, while
the half-keard sounds of conversation and laughter

£

at a distance announced that their guard was i
the vicinity, she could not avoid making the
Constable gome natural compliment on his}iuppy
selection of a place of repose.

**You do me more than justice,” replied the
Baron ; “‘the epot was selected by my nephew,
who hath a fancy like a minstrel. Mysgelf am but
slow in imagining such devices.”

Rose looked full at her mistress, as if gha
endeavored to look into her very inmost sonl;
but Exeline answered, with the utmost simplici-
ty,—** And wherefore hath not the noble Damian
waited to join us at the entertainment which he
hath directed ?

**He prefers riding onward,” said the Baron,
“ with some light-horsemen ; for, notwithstand-
ing there are now no Welsh knaves stirring, yet
the Marches are never free from robbers and out-
laws ; and though there is nothing to fear for a
band like ours, yon should not be alarmed
even by the approach of danger.”

T have indeed seen but too much ofitlately,”
gaid Eveline; and relapsed into the mdfblancholy
mood from which the novelty of the scene had
for & moment awakeuned her.

e, removing, with tha
nailed hood and its

ymposed entirely of

erwoven, his hands

with'a velvet bonnet

of a peculiar fashion, appropriated to the use of
knights, and called a mortier, which permitied
him both to conve Iy than
when he w ive armor. His
discourse was plain, sensible and manly; and
turning upon the state of the conntry, and the

veline, one of whose warm-

to be the protectress of her fas
De Lacy, on his part, seemed
; for, young as Eveline was, her
e, and her mode of
I and docility. In
short, fa 3 s 50 far established betwixt
them, that in the next stage of their journey, the
Constable seemed to think his appropriate place
was at the Lady Ev e's bridle-rein; and
althongh she ee 1 not countenance his
attendance, yet neither she seem willing 0
discourage it. Himself no ardent lover, although
ed both with the beanty and the amiable
orphan, De Lacy was gatis-
ured as a companion, and
yprove the opportunity which
this fan led him, by recurring to any
of the topics of the preceding day.

A halt was made at noon in a small village,
where the same purveyor had made preparations
for their sccommodation, and particularly for
that of the Lady Eveline ; but, something to her
gurprise, he himself remained invisible, The
conversation of the Constable of Chester was,

fied with being
made no efforts t
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T itn \ry to request the honor
i i ree i otive ; has not deemed it necessary t :
doubtless, in the highest degree instructive; but he mot Jee e e anany, it wero Tnbecoming
at Eveline's years, & maiden might be excnsed of your loras E e T il
G +otv in the inme topermit ¥ ake the attenc
ishi iti ety in the inme topermity
b e th i o «von have already had but too much on my
person of & younger and less serious attendant; ance; 1_\“

i o arity wi count.

g 5 ecollected the regularity with ac 3 ) et
o “lgll Ni.lw f:li\ had hitherto made his re- + But for the gake of your own safciiv, madam,

A ottty py 3 ; \ - a0 A1 » » his arge,
“111031 T(‘) her <h‘u Tather wondered at his con- gaid De Lacy, 1111“1‘111‘1'.‘-_51101'&‘-’051; C;udﬂrv-l‘rcﬂ
e e ? 5 w My safety, my lord, cannot be ange

i g : tion went no My saicty, Iy x :

nued ahsence. But her reflec / AR RS e B
= g t » pagsine thought of one who was 1o the house of so near a relative; T B =
i I i anti zhe may take on her own Pbehalf, wi
not guite so much delighted with her present caution she ~}1 et htaine

: 5 i o a ¥ r & o 3
comg-mv as not to believe it capable of anagreea- th}b}kl:Hb 3:‘8_13‘]3?311} bbuu fu::nd R

ompany, as ¢ : : O : e .

iti 3 S I atient ear to hop ;

) ion. She was lending a patier D < R0 s
s i Cor -m{fe save her of the “and I will at least add to th&,‘m the se ¥ 0
e e '1 bk] toht of the a patrol around the castle during your abode in

ig : t knigh a pa 8 g g h
descent and pedigree OF B ma el o Pt to od, and then proceeded with some

istineni family of Herber! ‘hose castle it.”* He stopped, I 1
distingnished family of T[fill,\r‘[t, ai_‘. '\\ho._ a8 hesitation to express his hope, that Eveline, now
he purposed to repose during the night, when one L-.li Rk e S S

' inue ) ~ messencer from the about to Vi b nan whos! judict
s L g oainst the Norman race were generally known,

PBaldringham against th "y

i ¢ it 19T N . A ohi

qu?‘&f Zldi!‘ 1(11‘{“1 father’s annt,” said Eveline, would be on her guard against W hat she mig
My honored ki E y 8 i : = e
m"ﬁin-: to testify that respect for age and rela- thi‘ ug{gn}nat s':,lg;{-‘f:al. G i i

nhi 1 f 3 requi Iveline answere 1 Yy i} e

<onship which the manners of the time required. ot ; i
1-101.1:1\:1) }"hlh . gaid the Constable, ** that my ughter of Ray mond Bs.r?ugc, was 1111111:11_\ llo‘

I::RW “0_'1 = h & 1':;hth‘o iy n to any opinions which \\"UH!(] affect 11L.
i s ;‘ 11]1L,|\1 P gister,” an- dignity of that good knight's nation and-descent;
¥ Qhe was my Egrandmots 3 BIster, 1- [ il i ' P
8W =r1;-11 Eveline v g moble 82 dy; but she and with this ass the {i-:gulhu;i:m DLL“::
ataied oh . Yi it ir any whicl f e
d od the mateh formed with a Norman house, i 1mpOSSiY : el s

£ R : her sister after the period of her gpecial reierence to 111.1.7& shie a5
o compelled fo remain saii ied. He 1'u."qilc';lucl
i at the castle of Herberf was within two
Q " g nwer. who had the also that the casule R

ahe broke off, as the mesdenger, W : . g Pas s e

: h 4 ":\of the steward of a person of conse- miles of the habitation of F.xe I‘,my rlrf _B]‘t'hht‘
o Irm:-;:: sred t air nresence, and, bending his ham, and that his separation .o:u] ‘\&_111.‘10 ‘. B

nce. ente 1 rescl Jy @ o ‘. ) : by : : SgEE e i = i
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Pt Bhrid ]Fm mot with snything approaching to 2 part of his men to ‘.ltffmd LheflLtﬂdYk}?:b 1‘1,{;”h
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e ‘ a path so little trodden, as to show the solitary

e th rodde shory th

nm‘:bf that, my lord, mine aunt can, in her own condition of the mansion EJ w}‘mﬁllt 1]_.;{Ld’d L:;:
el : inks, as she ki ¢ common and valuable bree
house, be the sole judge; and methinks, as she Kkine, of an uncommo b ¥
oy
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feedine in the rich pastnres around, and now
and then fallow deer, which appeared to have
lost the shyness of their nature, tripped across
the glades of the woodland, or stood and Iny
in il groups under some great oak. The
transient pleasure which sucha scene of rural
quict was calculated to afford, changed to more
gerious feelings, when a sudden turn brought her
at once in front of the mansion-house, of which
she had seen nothing since she first beheld it from
the point where ghe parted with the Constal
and which ghe had more than one reason for re-
garding with some apprehension.

The house, for it could not be termed a castle,
was only two stories high, low and massively
built, with doors and windows forming the heavy
round arch which is usually called Saxon ;—the
h: were mantled with varions creeping plants,
which had crept along them undistt
grew up to the very i

lo’s horn, enspende chain, A
door of black < e, which
embled the ancient entrance of a ruined

gepule and not a soul appeared to acknowl-
edze or greet their arrival.

“Were I you, Lady Eveline," said the of-
icions dame (nh,.m “1 would turn bridle yet;
for this old dungeon seems little likely to afford
food or shelter to Ck

l—prass

ich hung

t -1:,

ghe eomma d Raonl to blow tlm horn at rl e
gate. 1 lmw heard,” ghe said, **that my aunt
loves the ancient eustoms so well, that she is
loath to admit into her halls anything younger
than the time of Edward the Confessor.

Raoul, in the mv.m.u 'u'r xilc rude in-
gt ent v.h-\n ba

and disc er:mt TOAL, which st‘cr'_u':d to ehake the
old w .H s, thick es they were, repeated his sum-

and & nnmerous re 3

appeared in the dark and narrow hall, att

per end of which a g re of wood was wmi-
ing its l‘uruacc-lzl:lst up an antique chimney,
w re as that of & modern
kitchen, was car \'-:wl over with ornaments of o
pive stone, an nished on the top with a long

Saxon Baint, whoee 1
: mmu was scaree to be found in
endar.

HArous
Romish cal-

who had brought the mvita-

m his lady to Eveline, now stepped fo

as she supposed, to assist her from her pe

but it was in reality to lead it by the bridl

rein into the paved hall itself, and up to a rais
platform or dais, at the upper end of which she
was at length permitted to dismount. Two
matrong of advanced years, and four young
women of gentle birth, educated by the bounty

of Ermengarde, attended with reverence the an
rival of her kinswoman. Eveline wonld have
inguired of them for her grand-aunt, but the

ons with much respect s on
their mouths, ag if to enjoin he NCE § & Fes.
ture which, united to the singularity of her re.
ception in other respects, gtill farther excited hey
curiosity to gee her venerable relative.

It was soon gratified; for, through a pair of
folding-doors, which opened not far from the
platform on which she stood, she was ushered
into & large low apartment hung with arras; at
the npper end of which, under a species of can.
opy. was geated the ancient Lady of Baldring.
ham. Fourscore years had not quenched the
brichtness nf ‘n-r eyes, or bent an inch of hep
,,mn[‘- h y hair was still so profuse

rm & Tm’. :_L-m 1ed as it was with a chap-
herlong d solored gown fell
red girdle, which

ned by abuckle

stones, which

her* features,

rather majes-

hongh faded ar '..J-t:htr.l. an air
ern grandeur, that assorted

h and llvpu: nt. She had g

feet rested a

is ears and

3 the step uf a stranger,a

, approached

the chair in which his aistress sat motion-

which had onc
s gtill, t

' Peace

“and ti

und sunk down to his conchant posture
and, ] the red glare of

ve Seeme d a hi 1 cal ems

t priestess
the appear-
rod and her chaps

nd with as of s of Pa-

gani € e who had thus deemed of hee
W Llhltll h injustice to a ven-
ven many &

r of God and

nely did

exterio 5 d not ::T. ﬁwu, arise
when the nn. l[‘ maiden "'mrn:v-hed
3

18 she advanced,

arm, etopped he
y 1ce with an earnest and

unsparing eye {I minute observation.
* Berw ﬂ)v.” she gaid to the most favored of

the two attendants, * our niece hath the skin and
f the Saxon hue; but the hue of her eyée-

hair is from the foreigner and alien.—

. nevertheless, welcome to my house,
maiden,” she added, addressing Eveline, “espe
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gally if thon canst bear te hear that thou art not
Intely a perfect creature, as doubtless these

flatterers around thee have tanght thee to be-

Jdeve.” ;

So saying, ehe at length arose, and saluted her
piece with a k e forel . Bhe release
her not, however, from her grasp, bat procee lul
to give the attention to be1 garmenis which she
had hitherto bestowed upon her features.

“Qaint Dunstan keep us from vanity!” she
paid; *and so this is the new gx
maidens wear such tanic:
ghape of their | ms a8 pl i
defend ug!) they were al
ments? And see, Berwir r

I, and that neck itself uncovered as low as
the shoulder—these beth ises wh transers
have brought in g
ponch, lik a
with housewifer .1 wot; ; and 11 :
like a slee-man’s wife, that rides a mumming in
masculine - apparel—dost thou ever go to the
wars, maiden, that thon wea
d.l'\ 9 1%

showing the
if (Saint Mary

ne

n ; but Ionly wear
guch gm*mmts as are now worn by those of my
age and condition. For the ponia
you, it is not many days i
the last resource betwixt me and dis

“ The maiden speaks well and be
w‘mc,"’ gaid Ermengarde; ** &

@ but over some of these vain fripperies, is at-
m“ in a comely fashion. Thy father, I hear,

ht-like in the field of b "

“ He did so,” answered Lvun.nu.!wr eyes fill-
ing with tears at the recollection of her recent
loss.

1 never saw him." continned Dame Ermen-
garde; * he carried the old Norman scorn tow-
ards the Saxon stock, whom they wed but for
what they can make by them, as the bramble
clings to the elm ;—nay, never seek to vindicate
him.” she continned, observing that Eveline was
about to speak, ‘I have known the Norman
gpirit for mpny a year ere thon wert born.”

At this noment the steward appeared in the
chamber, and, af a long genuflection, asked
his lady’s pleasure concerning the guard of
Norman soldiers who remained without the
mansion.

“ Norman goldiers so near the hounse of Bald-
ringham 1" said the old lady, flercely; ** whu
brings them hither, and for what purpose ?*

 They came, as I think,” said the sewer, “ to
wait on and guard this gracions young lady.”

“ What, my danghter,” said Ermengarde, in a
tone of melancholy reproach,‘*d t thon not
trust thyself unguarded for one night in the cas-
e of thy forefathers?

% God forbid else 1 said Eveline. ** But these
men are not mine, nor under my autherity.

They are part of the train of the C Constable De
Lacy, who left them to watch around the castle,
h from robbers,”

g J.,, * have never
harmed the house of Baldringham, since a Nor
man robber stole from it its best treasure in the
person of thy grandmother.—And so, poor bird
thon art alveady eaptive — unhappy flutterer
But it is thy lot, and wherefore should I wondet
or repine? When was there fair maiden with
a wealthy dower. she was ere maturity des-

thing ours that

passions can covet? Well—I cannot aid
thee—1I am but a poor and neglected woman,
sble both from sex and age.—And to which of
rt thou the destined household

A guestion so

ere of & T
to draw from Eveline any confession
circumstances in which she was
gince it was but too plain her Saxon re-
1d have afforded her neither sound
ance.  She replied there-
¥, m“r as the Lacys, and the Normans
in general, were unwelcome to her kinswoman,
ghe would entreat of the commander of the pa-
trol to withdraw it from the neighborhood of

my niece,’” gaid the old lady; *‘as
e the )ﬁ i um thoo.l. or

nmt i\,te‘l;m’thf;*'llﬂ near our wi ‘1Il~ or more far
off, go that they enter them not. And, Berwine,
bid Hundwolf drench the Nermans with liquor,
and gorge them with food—food of the best, and
iquor of the strongest. Let them notsay the o
on hae is churlish of her hospitality. Broac
a piece of wine, f‘nr I warrant their gentle stom-
achs brook no ale.
Berwine, her huge bunch of keys ja
irdle, withdrew to give the nec
and presently returned. 3
ie proceeded to question her niece more
y. “Isitthat thon wilt'not, or canst not,
tell me to which of the De Lacys thon art to ba
bondswoman —to the overweening Constable,
who, sheathed in impenetrable armor, and
mounted on a ewift and strong horse as invalner-
able as himself, takes pride that he rides down
and e at his eage, and with perfect safety, the
naked Welshmen —or is it to his nephew, the
beardless Damian ?—or must thy possessions go
tomend a breach in the fortunes of that other
counsin, Randal Lacy, the ¢ yed reveller, who,
they say, can no longer ruffle it among the de-
bauched crusaders for want of means
“ My honored aant,” replied Eveline, natu-
rally displeased with this discourse, ** to none of
the Lacys, and I trust to none other, Saxon or
Norman, will your kinswoman become a house-
hold drudge. There was, before the death of my
honored father, some treaty betwizt him and the
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Constable, on which account I cannot at present
decline his attendance; but what may be the
1s=ne of it, fate must determine,”

* But I can show thee, niece, how the balance
of fate inclines,” said Ermengarde, in a low and
mysterious vowce, **Those united with us by
plood have, in gome sort, the privileze of looking
forward beyond the points of present time, and
geeing in their very bud the thorns or flowers
which are one day to encircle their head.”

“For my own gake, noble kinewoman,” an-
swered Eveline, “I wonld decline such fore-
knowledge, even were it possible to acquire it
without transgressing the rules of the Charch.

COonld I have foreseen what has befallen me
within these last unhappy days, I had lost the en-
joyment of every happy moment before that time.”

* Nevertheless, daughter,” said the Lady of
Baldringham, *thon, like others of thy race,
must within this honse eonform to the rule, of
passing one night within fhe chamber of the Red-
Finger,—Berwine, ee that it be prepared for my
niece’s reception.”

#J—J—have heard speak of that chamber,
gracious aunt,” said Eveline, timidly, **and if it
may consist with yonr good pleasure, I would not
now choose to pass the night there. My health
hag sufiered by my late perils and fatigues, and
with your good-will I will delay to another time
the usage, which I have heard is pecaliar to the

aughters of the house of Baldringham."

And which, notwithstanding, you would
willingly avoid,” said the old Saxon lady, beud-
ing her brows angrily. * Has not such disobedi-
ence cost your house enongh already?

* Indeed, honored and gracious lady,” said
Berwine, unable to forbear interference
well knowing the obstinacy of her patroness,
“that chamber ig in disrepair, and cannot eca-
sily on a sudden be made fit for the Lady Eve-
line: and the noble damsel looks so pale, and
hath lately suffered so much, that, might I have
the permission to advise, this were better de-
layed.”

“Thou art a fool, Berwine," said the old lady,
sternly; *thinkest thon I will bring anger and
misfortune on my house, by suffering this girl to
leave it without rendering the usual homage to
the Red-Finger? Go to—let the room be made
ready—small preparation may serve, if she cher-
ish not the Norman nicety about bed and lodg-
Ing. Tonotreply; but do as I command thee,—
And you, Eveline—are you so far degenerated
from the brave epirit of your ancestry, that yon
dare not pass a few hours in an ancient apart-
ment?

*You are my hostess, gracious madam," said
Eveline, **and must n my apartment where
you judge proper—my couraze is such as inno-
cence and tome pride of blood and birth have given
me. It has been, of late, severely tried; but,
gince such is your pleasure, and the custom of
your house, my heart is yet strong enough to en-

counter what you propese to subject me to,”

NOVELS.

She pansed here in displeagure; for she re
gented, in some measure, her aunt’s conduct, as
unkind and inhospitable. And yet when she re~
flected upon the foundation of the legend of the
chamber to which she was consigned, she could
not but regard the Lady of Baldringham as hay-
ing considerable reason for her conduct, accord-
ing to the traditions of the family, and the belief
of the timeg, in which Eveline herself was de-
vout.

CHAPTER XIV.
ke, Tk

, that cries, &

3 d not, Almeyda—
Forewarn’d, Almeyda, marriage is thy crime.??

Dox SemastiAN,

TaE evening at Baldringham wounld have
gseemed of porter ! durable length,
had it not been that appreheuded danger makes
time pass quickly betwixt us and the dreaded
hour, and that if Eveline felt little interested or
amused b, conversation of her aunt ami Ber-
wine, which turned upon the long deduction of
their ancestors from the warlike Horsa, and the
feata of Saxon champions, and the miracles of
Saxon monks, ehe was still better pleased to
listen to these legends, than to anticipate her re-
treat to the destined and dreaded apartment
where she'was to pass the night, There lacked
not, however, such amusement as the House of
Baldringham could afford, to pass away the even-
ir Blessed by a grave old Saxon monk, the
chaplain of the hounse, a enmptuons entertain-
ment, which might have sufficed twenty hungry
men, wad served up before Ermengarde and her
niece, whose sole assistants, besides the reverend
man, were Berwine and Rose Flammock. Fve-
line was the less inclined to do justice to this ex-

] itality, that the dishes were all of the

and substantial pature which the Saxons
admired, but which contrasted dizadvantageons-
ly with the refined and delicate cookery of the
Normang, as did the moderate eup of light and
high-flavored Gascon wine, tempered with more
than half its quantity of the purest water, with
the mighty ele, the high-spiced pigment and hip-
pocrag, and the other potent lignors, which, ona
after another, were in vain proffered for her ac-
ceptance by the steward Hundwolf, in honor of
the hospitality of Baldringham,

Neither were the stated amnsements of the
evening more congenial to Eveline's taste, than
the profusion of her aunt’s solid refection. When
the boards and tre on which the viands
had been served, were withdrawn from the
apartment, the menials, under direction of the
steward, proceeded to light several long waxen
torcher, one of which was graduated for the pur-
pose of marking the passing time, and dividing
it into portions, These were announced by
means of brazen balls, snspended by threads
from the torch, the spaces betwixi them being
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salenlated to occupy a certain time in burning;
go that, when the flame reached the thread, and
the balls fell, each in succession, into a brazen
Basin placed for its reception, the office of amo-
dern clock was in some degree discharged. By
this light the party was arranged for the evening.

The ancient Ermengarde’s lofty and ample
chair was removed, according to ancient custom,
from the middle of theapartment to the warmest
gide of a large grate, filled with charcoal, and her
goest was placed on her right, as the seat of
honor. Berwine then arranged in due order the
females of the household, and, having seen that
each was engaged with her own proper task, sat
herselt down to ply the spindle and distaff. The
men, in a more remote circle, betook themselves
to the repairing of their implements of hugbandry,
or new furbishing weapons of the chase, under
the direction of the steward Hundwolf. For the
amusement of the family thus asserabled, an old
glee-man sung to a harp, which had buP four
gtrings, a long and apparently interminable
lezend, upon some religions subject, which was
rendered almost unintelligible to Eveline, by the
extreme and complicated affectation of the poet,
who, in order to indulge in the allite ration which
was accounted one great ormament of Saxon
noetry, had sacrificed sense to gound, and used
words in the most forced and remote sense, pro-
vided they could be compelled into his service.
There was also all the obscurity arising from
¢lision, and from the most extravagant and
hyperbolical epithets.

Eveline, thongh well acquainted with the
Saxon language, soon left off listening to the
singer, to reflect for a moment on the gay fabli-
aua and imaginative lgis of the Norman min-
strels, and then to anticipate, with anxious ap-
prehension, what nature of visitation she might
be exposed to in the mysterions chamber in
which she was doomed to pass the night.

The hour of parting at length approached. At
half an honr before midnight, a period ascer-
tained by the consumption of the huge waxen
torch, the ball which was secured to it feil
clanging into the brazen basin placed beneath,
and annonnced to all the hour of rest, The old
glee-man paused in his gong, instantaneously,
and in the middle of a stanza, and the household
were all on foot at the signal, some retiring to
their own apartments, others lighting torches or
bearing lamps to conduct the visifors to their
places of repose. Among these last was a bevy
of bower-women, to whom the duoty wag as-
gigned of conveying the Lady Eveline to her
chamber for the night. Her aunt took a solemn
loave of her, crossed her forehead, kissed if, and
whispered in her ear, * Be courageous, and be
fortunate.”

% May not my bower-maiden, Roge Flammock,
or my tire-woman, Dame Gillian, Raoul’s wife, re-
main in the apartment with me for this night?*
pald Eveline.

# Flammock—Raoul ! repeated Ermengarde,

angrily ; *is thy honsehold fhus m‘ﬁd_c np‘ ? 'gha
Flemings are the cold palsy to Britain, the Noi-
ans the burning fever.” 1
m":l‘l,-\lnl;d the poor Welsh will add,” eaid Rns_e,
whose resentment began 1o surpass her u}\‘c for
{he ancient Saxon dame, s that the Anglo-3axons
were the original disease, and resemble & wast-
ine pestilence.”
mcjj’}'l:on art too bold, swcc:hesrt,"’ Fl‘l"ld_ﬂl
1ady Ermengarde, locking &t th_e Flemish mmde'n
1‘:011-1 under her dark brows; ™ and yet Ehel-c is
wit in thy words. Saxon, Dane, and Norman,
have rolled like successive billows over the land,
each having sérength o subdue what they limku.d‘
dom to keep. When ghall it be otherwise?’

« When Saxon, and Briton, and Norman, and
Fleming,” answered Rose, boldly, ** E_hall learn
to eall themselves by one name, and think th_en:;
gelves alike children of the land they ﬁreb_om in.

 Hal" exclaimed the Lady of Baldringham,
in the tone of one half-surpriged, 11;1]£'—pleasud.
Then turning to her relation, she said, "Thr‘.re
are words and wit in this maiden; see that she
nse but do not abuse them.” .

& She is as kind and faithful as she is prompt
and ready-witted,” said Eveline. *1 pray you,
dearest aunt, let me use her company for this
' Tt may not be—it were dangerous to both.
Alone you ‘mustlearn your destiny, as haveall the
fuvamle.;. of our race, excepting your grandmother,
and what have been the consequences of her
neclecting the rules of our honse? Lo! her de-
scendant stands before me an orphan in the very
bloom of youth.™ ;

«1 will go, then,” said Eveline with 3_51_:11 .(‘.'f
resignation d it shall never be said I in-
curred future woe, to shun present terror.”

« Your attendants,” said the Lady Ermen-
garde, ' may occupy {he anteroom, and be almost
within your call. Berwine will ghow you the
apartment—TI cannot; for we, thou kn_owes{, “'_].10
have once entered it, return not thither again.
Tarewell, my child, and may heaven bless thee! »

With more of human emotion and sympathy
than she had yet shown, the Lady again s—talu_ted
Eveline, and eigned to her to follow Berwine,
who, attended by two damsels bearing torches
waited to conduct her to the dreaded apartment.

Their torches glared along the rudely buill
walls and dark arched roofs of one or two long
winding passages; these by their light cnabl_ud
them to descend the steps of a winding stair,
whose inequality and ruggedness showed ifs an-
tiquity ; and finally led into a mlomb_iy large
chamber on the lower story of the edifice, to
which some old hangings, & lively fire on the
hearth, the moonbeams stealing throuzh a lat-
ticed window, and the boughs of a myrile-plant
which grew around the casement, gave no un-
comfortable appearance.

This,” said Berwine, *“is the resting-place
of your attendants,” and she pointed to the
cou&hes which had been prepared for Rose and

nig
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Dame Giilian; * we,” che added,
farther.”

‘proceed them only. I did notindeed
ent circnmstances, to have bee o
She then touk a torch from the attendant undereoit: but, since l‘u*L 1:‘1'::‘1 :’[-ﬂ::lll]ml'pnn m
maidens, both of whom ¢ d to shrink ba will meet it as freely as any of my ; st ll.’ lr‘“c .
vith fear, which was recadily caught by Dar So saying, =h" tnu" the ; "
Gillian, although she was not probably aware
of the c But Rose Flammock, unbidden, Rose, r,-mhj,-' diseng f from the hold of
followed her mistress without hesitation, as the latter, and advanced into the nw-:tc"iog
Berwine condueted her through a small wicket chamber. Rose pressed after her so -f;r ;ts t:
at the upper end of the apartment, clenched with see that it was an apariment of moderate dimen.
many an iron nail, into a eecond but smaller eione, resem t through which they Im;
anteroom or vardrobe, at the end of which was last passed, and lighted Dby the moonbeams
a similar door. This wardrobe had also its case- e through a window lying on rho-mm;
ment mantled wi : ¢, and, like the range with those of the anterooms, More she
former, it was fi shtened by the moon- ee, for Eveline tur nwl on the threshold,
beam t

o b gherat thes ne, t]ﬂ'r'\fh{‘r"cutiy

Berwine pansed here, and, pointing to R into 1?*0 sma I.- ra ent x\hu,h she had
demanded of Eveline, ** Why does she follow ? just left, and
“To share my mistress’s danger, be it what he
it n"- i 111-=\\r'1v(11|.-|‘ -[h hw

expect, in my pres

torch from the hand
l-night to her and

\ > into the first anteroom, whe

"nd‘ while gshe addressed her: ' }':\'u will not ared, :m-li ln:t:t.ke. ‘;13;'::1:?:?

e your Rose from you? If I am less higch- no :t o silence anc n; but
minded than one of your boasted am bold s refused hf;rc -
and quick-wiited in all honest s i 1t resisted her cor nds it :
tremble like the as she.
partment—do not he gull
and mystery of terrible
ance to this antiquated, and, I think, half-pa
superstition,”

‘““The Lady Eveline must go, minion,”
plied Lu‘n (.,1(1 she mus
outan

* Talk not to me of ey she said; *here
main, that I may
of my 1 1
who s ifer y!
ars surronnd this inhnspit'l-
\,:r to aven,

*u—nnm-{ go ™ repe
this langunage to a free and l".-U]‘]I,‘ n
Sweet lady, give me once but the leas
you wish it, and their *must go’
the trial. Twill call from the
nan cavaliers, and tell them we have fallen int B T! leavir
a den of witches, instead of a ho
tality.”

your threats for those who are mor-
1e, in a low, but piercing whis.

t hint that owner of yonder chamber fears them
‘;1 be put to 1 by ll—thy da be on thine own

1 Rose strangely agitated
ed, and ,-:m‘r\\h it 'qmaﬂ!rrl al
Jes ‘ B WOr T ong,” gaid the
lence, madwomar gaid Berwine, her n, within herself, *“are but half converted
voice guivering with anger and fear; " yor afterall, and hold many of their old helligh rites
know not who dwells in the next cl mv‘)u in the .worship of elementary epirits, Their
“T will call those who will scon see to that,” 'n'- are m'm- to the sain of any Chris-
seid Rose, flying to the casement, when E a ]ook of
geizing her arm in her turn, compelled her to .-vcrvuﬁmes
stop. gonnd pa 1 ical. It i !‘-*.arf{ﬂ being
“ T thank thy kindness, Rose,’ 1, “but -alonel ilent as death in the m;ar:
it cannot help me in this matter, Shewho enters ment info whi yl as been thus st 1'-'1!1."&!'
ythhT door, must do so alone.” compelled. Shall I call u:\ Gillian ¥—but ro—she
*Then I will enter it in your stead, my de has neither sense, nor , nor prineiple
est lady,” said Rose. “Yon are pale—you are to aid me on 1 ion—better alnné
cold—yon will die of terror if you go on. There than have a false friend for company, I willgee
may be as much of trick as of supernatural if the Normax @ on their post, rs%ncr‘. it is to
ggency in this matter—me they shall not deceive them 1 must trust, if a moment of need should
—or if some
ter Rose than her 1
** Forbear,
up her own gpirf amed of
myself. This Is an ancient o which re- to
gards the females descended from the house of garde.
Baldringham as far as in the third degree, and to see

i, Rose Flammock went to the
window of the little apartment, in order to eab
isfy herself of the vigilance of the sentinels, and
rtain the exact situation of the corps de

The moon v 1t the full, and enabled her
with accuracy the nature of the ground

said Eveline, ronsing
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withont. - In the firet place, she was rather dis-

tppointed to find, that instead of being somnear the
earth ag she -11r:rmw'1 the range of windows
which gave licht as well to the two anterooms a

to the terions chamber itself, loocked down

upon an ancient moat, by which they were divided

from the level gron mnd on the farther side. The

wce which this fosse afforded seemed to have

long neclected, and the bottom entirely dry,

was choked in many places with buches and low
\\Lu-h rose up ag I\T l‘]L‘ w -ﬂ‘ of '1'.0 cas

1
From the
iining to the castle was in
2 clear, and the 1111Jm1heu*u- r—n_uu‘
cloge and beautiful turf, mixed with long
lows of the towers and tre Beyond 11.14
esplanade lay the for ground, with a few
gantie os 3 idually along the
of its dark and ample domain
who take their gronnd of
line of arrayed batile.

lovely, the stilln
matnred reflections which the v J]o sU
iu gome measure, the app
rents of the evening h ad 1>|~p.ro|1
After all,” she reflected, **why
anxions on account of the Lady E
g tln,]’)mn-i “.nrn*’t NS mu! :h g dog:

vance peeuliar to thei
1t it scorn to go to Heave
C

L""‘".ﬂe| and ﬂ.u moon tipping the point of ju~.
.ance with gilver.—What ho, Sir Cavalier!”
The Norman turned his gteps, and approached
the ditch as she spoke. * Wha
gel? " he demanded.
“The window next to mine ig that of the
Lady Eveline Berenger, Whom you are appoi
to cuard. Please to give heedful watch npon this
side of the castle.”

“Doubt it not; lady,” ed the cavalier;
and enveloping himself in his long chappe, or
military watch-cloak, he withdrew to a large cak
tree at some distance, and stood there with folded
armg. and leaning on his lance, more li}
phy of armor than a living warrior.

Emboldened by the consciousness, that in
caze of need suecor was close at hand, Rose
drew back into her little chamber, and having as
certained, by listening, that there was no noise
or gtirring in that of Eveline, she began to make
gome. preparations for her own repose, For
this purpose she went into the outward anteroom,

where Dame Gillian, whose fears had en wWay
to the soporiferons effects of a copions draught
of lithe-clos (mild ale, of the first strength and

8 tro-

quality), slept as sound & sleep as that generous
Saxon beverage could procure.

Mauttering an indignant censure on her sloth
and indifference, Rose c it, from the empty
couch which had been destined for her own use,

ing it with herinte

the inne ¢ lispose so as, with the

:sistance of the rushes which strewed that apart-

ment, to form a sort of conch, upon w hich, half

geated, half reclined, she resolved to pass the

night in as close attendance upon her misiress as
cireumstances permitted.

Thus S:’utud, her eye on the pale planet which
throngh the blue sky of mid-
1 th-ll, sleep

»d in full g
ghould

Her thong
less and shadowy world L':"'m‘ﬂ thp omvi,‘ and
on the great and perhaps yet undecided gues-
tion, W 1er - the aration of its inhabitants
from those of this temporal sphere is absolute
and decided, or whether, influenced by motives
which we cannot appre , they continme to
lmlﬂ shadowy communication with those yet ex-
hly reality of flesh and blood? To
h.uv denied this, would, in the age of crusades
and of miracles, have incurred the guilt of her-
esy ; but Rose’s firm good sense led ker to doubt
at 1 the frequency of supernatural interfe
ence, and she comforted !w!‘SL.E‘ with an opinion,
contradicted, however by her own involuntary
gtarts and shudderi at every leaf whick
moved, that, in submitting to the performance
of the rite imposed on her, Eveline incurred no
real danger; 1 only sacrificed to an obsolete
family sup ition,

mind, her purpose of vigilance bégan to decline
—her thonzhts wandered to objects towards
they were not directed, like sheep which

1d the charze of their shepherd—her

no ]nn-rvl' brought back to her a distinet ap-
rltmrﬂwnn of the broad, round, silvery orb on
which they continued to gaze, At length they
'-:wvl on Iht 1'n[dvd m_\ntir.u her back

fearfully broken by & shrill
and piercing shrick from the apartment where
her lady reposed. Tostart up and fly to the
door was the work of 8 moment with the gener
ous girl, who never permitted fear to struggle
with lo¥e or duty. The door was secured with
both bar and bolt; and another fainter seream,
or rather groan, seemed to say, aid must be i~
stant, or in vain. Rose next rushed to the win-
dow, and screamed rather than called to the Nor-
man soldier, who, distingmished by the white
folds of his watch-clos till retained his posi-
tion under the old oak-tree.
At the cry of ““Help, help I—the Lady Eveline
murdered |” the seeming statne, starting at




