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PEVERIL OF THE

PEAK.

®¥; my neaders should at any time remark that I am particularly dull, they may be assnred there iz a design under it.”

Berriza Essavist.

INTRODTOTIOR—(1831.)

Tr I had valued my own reputation, as 1t 1s
gaid I ought in prudence to have done, I might
have now drawn a line, and remained for life, or
(who knows ?) perhaps for some years after.death,
the ** ingenions author of Waverley.” I was not,
however, more desirons of this sort of immortal-
ity, which might have lasted some twenty or
thirty years, than Falstall of the embowelling
which was promised him after the field of
Shrewsbury, by his patron the Prince of Wales.
“Embowel’d? If you embowel me to-day, you
may powder and & I2e to-morrow 1

If my occupatioh A8 & romancer were taken
from me, I felt T should have at & late hour in life
to find me out another; when I could hardly ex-
pect to acquire those new tricks, which are pro-
verbially said not to be learned by those dogs who
are getting old. Besides, T had yet to learn from
the public that my intrusions were disagreeable;
and while T was endured with some patience, I
felt T had all the reputation which I greatly
coveted. My memory was well stored, both with
historical, local, and traditional notices, and I had
become almost as licensed a plague fo the public
as the we ered beggar of the ward,
whom men distinguish by their favor, perhaps
for no better reason than that they had been in
the habit of giving him alms, as a part of the
business of their daily promenade. The general
fact iz undeniable,—all men grow old, all men
must wear out; but men of ordinary wisdom,
however aware of the general fact, are unwilling
to admit in their own case, any special instances
of failure. Indeed, they can bardly be expected
themselves to distinguish the effects of the Arch-
bishop of Granada's apoplexy, and are not un-
willing to pass over in their composition, as in-
stances of mere carelessness or bad luck, what
others may consider as symptoms of mortal
decay. I had no choice save that of absolutely
laying aside the pen, the use of which at my time
o iife was become a habit, or to continue its
vsgaries, until the public shonld et me plainly
understand (hey wounld no more of me; a hint

which I was not unlikely to meet with, and
which I was determined to take without waiting
for a repetition. This hint, that the reader may
plainly understand me, I was determined to take,
when the publication of a new Waverley novel
shonld not be the subject of some attention in
the literary world.

An accidental cirenmstance decided my choice
of a subject for the present work., It was now
several years since my immediate younger broth-
er, Thomas Scott, already mentioned in these
notes, had resided for two or three seasons in the
Isle of Man, and, having access to the registers
of that singular territory, had copied many of
them, which he subjected to my perusal. These
papers were put into my hands while my brother
had thoughts of making some literary use of
them, I do not well remember what; but he never
came to any decizion on that head, and grew tired
of the task of transcription. The papers, I sup-
pose, were lost in the course of a military man’s
lifo. The tenor of them, that is, of the most re-
markable, remained engraved on the memory of
the anthor.

The interesting and romantic story of William
Christian especially struck my fancy. I fou
the same individual, a3 well as his father, par
ticularly noticed in some memorials of the igland,
preserved by the Earl of Derhy, and published in
Dr. Peck’s Desiderata Curiosa. This gentleman

s the son of Edward, fort governor of the
island ; and William himself was alterwards ong
of its two Dempsters, or supreme judg Both
father and son embraced the party of the island-
ers. and contested some fendal rights claimed by
the Earl of Derby a8 King of the Island. When
the Earl had suffered death at Bolton-le-Moors,
Captain Christian placed himself at the head of
the Roundheads, if they might be go called, and
fonnd the means of holding communication with a
fieet sent by the Parliament, The islard was sur-
rendered to the  Parliament by the insurgent
Manxmen. The high-spirited Countes and her
son were arrested, #nd cast info prison, where
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they were long detained, and very indifferently
treated. When the estoration took place, the
Countess, or by title the Queen-dowager of the
Island, seized upon William Dhone, or Fa
haired William, as William Christian was termed,
and caused him to be tried and exccuted, accord-
ing to the laws of the island, for having dethroned
his liege mistress, and imprisoned her and her
family. Romancers, and readers of romance, will
generelly allow the - the fate of Christian, and the
contrast of his character with that of the high-
micded, but v ctive Countess of Derby, famous
during the civil wars for her valiant defence of
Latham House, contained the essence of an inter-
esting tale. 1 have, however, dwelt little either
on the death of William Christian, or on the man-
ner in which Charles IT. viewed that stretch of
fendal power, and the heavy fine which he im-
posed npon the Derby estates, for that extent of
jurisdiction of yrhich the Countess had been
guilty. Far less have I given any opinion on the
justice or guilt of that “action, which_is to this
day jndged of by the people of the island as they
happen to be connected with the sufferer, or per-
haps as they may look back with the eyes of favor
upon the Cavaliers or Roundheads of those con-
tentious days. Ido not conceive that I have done
injury to the memory of this gentleman, or any
of his descendants in his personj at the same
time I have most willingly given his representa-
tive an opportunity of stating in this edition of
the Novel what he thinks necessary for the vindi-
cation of his ancestor, and the reader will find the
exposition in the Notices, for which Mr. Chris-
tian desires admi n.* I could do no Jess, con-
1r the polit anner in
he stated fi
ch a Scot
indifferent.

In another respect, Mr. C with justice
complains, that Edw tian, described in
the romance as the brother of the gentleman ex-

\ee of the Countesg’s arbitrary
red as a wretch of un-
only ingenuity and
orrence, as well
itred. Any pe n wag enti
oned on the part of th The XEd-
{an of the tale is & mere creatu
the imagination. Commentators have nat
1 identified with & brotl /
ian. named Edward, who died in prizon af-
ter being confined seven or eicht years in Peel
Caztle, in the year 1650. OfF him I bad no access
to know any thing; and as T wag not aware that
gnch a person had existed, 1 could hardly
to have tr ed his character
for my justif at there lived at the per
of my story, a person named Edward Chris
wwith whom comiected, or by whom begot,
pm a perfect stranger, but who we know to have
been engaged in such actions as may imply his

1 can hardly be supposed to be

pounded depravity, havir
conrave to rescue him fron

* See Appendix, No, L, p. 5

having been guilty of any thing bad. The fact ls,
that upon the Gth June, 1680, Thomas Blood (the
ﬁl_:;uiops crown-stealer), Edward Christian, Arthur
O'Brian, and others, were found guilty of being
concerned in a conspiracy for taking away the li%e
and character of the celebrated Duke of Bucking-
ham : but that this Edward was the same with
the brother of William Chrigtian, i8 impoegible,
gince that brother died in 1650; nor would T have
need his christened name of Edward, had T sup-
posed there was a chance of its being comnected
with any existing family. These genealogical
matters are fully illustrated in the Notes to the
Appendix.

I ought to have mentioned in the former edi-
tions of this romance, that Charlotte de Ia Tre
monille, Countess of Derby. represented as a Cath-
olic, w in fact, a French Protestant, For mis-
representing the noble dame in this manner, T
have only Lncio’s excuse—* 1 spoke according to
the trick.” Ina story, where the greater part i3
avowedly fiction, the author is at liberty to intre-
duce guch variations from actual fact as his plot
requires, or which are calenlated to enhanceit; in
which predicament the religion of the Countess of
Derby, during the Popish Plot, appeared to fall.
1t 1 have over-estimated a romancer’s privileges
and immunit id this iz not the only,
por most important, case in which 1 have doneso.
To speak big wurds, the heroie Countess has far
Jess grounds fur an action of scandal, than the
memory of Virgil might be liable to for his post
humous seandal of Dido.

The character of Fenella, which, from its pecu-
Harity, made a favorable impression on the publie,
was far from being original. The fine gketch of
Mignon, in Wilhelm Meister's Lehrjahre, a cele-
brated work from the pen of Goethe, gave theidea
of such a being. But the copy will Dbe found great-
Iy different from my great prototype; mor can 1
Dbe acensed of borrowing anything save the general
idea. from an author, the honor of his own coun-
try, and an example to the anthors of other king:
dome, to whom all must be proud to own an obli-
f__‘_’:l.'lll .

+tradition supplied me with two circam-
.omewhat analogous to thatin
t iz an account of a Jawsnity
tish report of adjudged CAses,
a to Chap. XX,

h the editor has no reason
¢ often heard it from those who
were witnesses of the fact—relates to the powet
of a female in keeping & secret (sarcastically said
to be impossible), even when that secret refers fo

the exercise of her tongue.

In the middle of the cighteenth century &
female wanderer came to the door of Mr, Robert

ifather of the present aunthor, an opi-

srmer in Roxburghshire, and niade sigmsthal
eired shelter for the night, ywhich, according

to the custom of the fimes, was readily gramed-
The next day the country was covered with snow,
and the departure of the wanderer Wa8 repdered
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fmpossible. ghe remained for many days, her
maintenance adding little to the expense of a con-
giderable household ; and, by the time that the
weather grew milder, she had learned to hold in-
gerconrse by signs with the honsehold around her,
and could intimate to them that she was desirons
of staying where ghe was, and working at the
wheel and other employment, to compensate for
her food, This was a compact not unfrequent at
that time, and the dumb woman entered npon her
thrift, and proved & useful member of the patri-
archal household. She was a good gpinner, knit-
ter, carder, and o forth, but her excellence lay in
attending to the feeding and bringing up the do-
mestic poultry. Her mode of whistling to call
them together was so peculiarly elfish and shrill,
hat it was thought, by those who heard it, more
like that of a fairy than a human being.

In this manner ehe lived three or four years,
nor wae there the slightest idea entertained in the
family that she was other than the mute and de-
prived person <he had always appeared. But ina
moment of surprise she dropped the mask which
ghe had worn so long.

It chanced upon a Sunday that the whole in-
habitants of the honsehold were at church except-
ing Dumb Lizzie, whose infirmity was supposed
to render her incapable of profiting by divine ger-
yice, and who therefore stayed at home to take
charge of the house. 1t happened that, as she
waa sitting in the kitchen, a mischievous shepherd
oy, instead of Jooking after his flock on the lea,
as was his duty, slunz into the house to gee what
he could pick up, or perlaps out of mere curiosity.
Being tempted by something which was in his
ey nicety, he put forth his hand, unseen, ashe
conceived, to appropriate it. The dumb woman
came snddenly upon him, and, in the surprise, for-
got her part, and exclaimed, in loud Scoteh, and

with distinet articulation, “ Ah, you little devil's
limb1" The boy, terrified more by the character
of the person who rebuked him, than by the mere
cirenmetance of having been taken in the insig-
pificant offence, fled in great dismay to the church,
to carry the miraculous news that the dumb wo-
man had found her tongue.

The family returned home in great surprise,
but fonnd that their inmate had relapsed into her
usnal mute condition, would communicate with
them only by signs, and in that manner denied
positively what the boy affirmed.

From this time confidence was broken betwixt
the other inmates of the family, and their dumb,
or rather silent, guest, Traps were laid for the
supposed impostor, all of which she skilfully
eluded ; fire-arms were often euddenly discharged
near her, but never on such occasions was she
seen to start. It seems probable, however, that
Lizzie grew tired of all this mistrust, for she one
morning disappeared as she came, without any
ceremony of leave-taking.

She was geen, it is said, npon the other side of
the English border, in perfect possession of her
gpeech. Whether this was exactly the cage or
not, my informers were 0o way anxious in inquir-
ing, nor am I able to authenticate the fact. The
shepherd boy lived to be & man, and always aver-
red that she had spoken distinetly to him. What
could be the woman’s reason for persevering o0
long in a digguise as nnpecessary as it was severe,
could never be gnessed, and was perhaps the con-
gequence of a certain aberration of the mind. I
can onlyadd, that I have every reason to believe
the tale to be perfectly anthentic, so far asitis
here given, and it may serve to parallel the sup-
posed case of Fenella.

AmnporeForD, 18t July, 1

APPENDIX.

No. L.

Tag following Notices were recommended to
my attention, in the politest manner possible, by
John Christian, Esq., of Milntown, in the Isle of
Man, and Unrigg, 40 Cumberland, Dempster at
present of the Isle of Man. Thig gentleman is
naturally interested in the facts which are stated,

.as representative of the respectable family of
Christian, and lineally descended from William
Dhone, put to death by the Conntess of Derby.
1 can be no way interested in refl using Mr, Chris-
tian this justice, and willingly lend my aid to ex-
tend the exculpation of the family.
HISTORICAT, NOTICES OF EDWARD AND

WILLIAM CﬂI.{ISTI;\"S ¢
TWO CHARACTERS IN ‘‘ PEVERIL OF THE PEAK.”

Tug venerable Dr. Dryasdust,in a preparatory

dialogue, apprizes ihe Eidolen, or apparition of

fhe anthor, that he afood *much accnsed for o
terating the pure EOUICES of historical knowl-
edze:;” and i8 answered by that emanation of
genins, © that he has done some service {o the
fmhh'c if he can present to them & lively fictitious
picture, for which the orizinal anecdote or circum-
stance which he made free to press into his ser-
vice, only furnizhed a glicht sketch ;™ “ that by
introducing to the busy and the youthful,

& Traths severe In fairy fiction dress'd,’

and by creating an interest in fictitions adven-
tures aseribed to a historical period and charac-
ters, the reader begins nextto be anxions folearn
what the facts really were, and how far the novel-
ist has justly represented them,*

The adventures ascribed to * historical charac-
ters ™ would, however, fail in their moral aim, if
fietion were placed at variance with truth; if
Hampden, or Sydney, for example, were painted




WAVERLEY NOVELS.

&S swindlers; or Lady Jane Grey, or Rachael
Russel, az abandoned women.

* Odzooks | must one swear to the truth of a
gong 2™ although an excellent joke, were a bad

palliation in such a caze. Fancy may he fairly in-

dulged in the fllustration, but not in the perver-
tion of fact; and if the fictitions picture should
bave no general resemblance to the original, the
flourish of

#¢ Truths severs in fairy fiction dress'd”

were but an azoravation of the wrong.

The family of CERISTIAN iz indebted to this
splendid liminary of the North for abundant
notoriety.

The William Christian represented on one
part as an ungrateful traitor, on the other as the
victim of a judicial murder, and his brother (or
relative) Edward, one of the suite of @ Duke * of
Buckingham, were so far real historical persons.
Whether the talents and skill of Edward in im-
posing on Fenella a feigned silence of several
years, be among the legitimate or supernatural
wonders of this fertile genius, his fair readers
do not geem to be agreed. Whether the residue
of the canvas, filled up with'a masterly picture of
the most consummate hypecrite and satanic villain
ever presented to the imagination, be consistent
with the historical character of this individnal, is
among the subjects of research to which the nov-
eliet has given a direct invitation in his prefatory
chapter.

English bistory farnishes few materials to aid
the investigation of transactions chiefly confined
to the Isle of Man. Circumstances led me, many
years ago, to visit this ancient Lillipat ; whether
as one of those * smart fellows worth talking to,”
**in consequence of a tnmble from my barouche,”
‘“as a ruined miner,”” or as **a disappointed
speculator,” is of no material import. It may be
that temporary embarrassment drove me into
seclugion, withont any of the irregistible indnce-
ments alluded to ; and want of employment, add-
ed to the acquaintance and aid of a zealons local
antiquary, gradually led to an examination of all
accessible authorities on this very subject among
others. 8o it happened, that T had not landed
many hours before I found the mournful ditty
uf “William Dhone* (frown or fair-hairved

William, this very identical William Christian)
twanged throngh the demi-nasal, demi-gnttural
‘rompef of the carman, and warbled by the land-
lady’s pretty danghter; in short, making as great
a figure in its little sphere as did once the more
important ballad of Chevy Chase in its wider
range: the burden of the song purporting that
William Dhone was the mirror of virtue and
patriotism, and that envy, hatred, and malice, and
all nncharitablenesg, operate the destruction of the
wisest and the best.

Themes of popular feeling naturalls attract the
earliest notice of a stranger; and 1 found the

* Not the Duke described in Peveril, but the companion of
Charles L in his Spanish romance.

story of this individual, thongh abundantly gar
bled and discolored on the insular records, full of
circumstances to excite the deepest interest, but
which, to be rendered intelligible, must be ap-
proached by a circuitous route, in which neither
elfin page, nor maiden fair, can be the companion
of our walk.

The loyal and celebrated James, seventh Ear
of Derby, was induced, by the circumstances of
the timeg, to fix hig chief residence in the Igle of
Man from 1643 to 1651.* During this period he
composed, in the form*of a lettert to hiz som
Charles (Lord Strange), an historical account of
that island, with a statement of his own proceed-
ings there; interspersed with much political ad-
vice for the guidance of his successor; full of
acute observation, and evincing an infimate ac-
quaintance with the works of Machiavelli, which
it appearg, by a quotation, } that he had studied in
a Latin edition. The work, although formally
divided into chapters and numbered paragraphs,
is professedly desultory,§ and furnishes few
means of determining the relative dates of his
facts, which must accordingly be supplied by in-
ternal evidence, and in some cases by conjecture.

He appears to have been drawn thither; in
1643, by letters| intimating the danger of a re-
volt; the ** people had begun the fashion of Eng
land in murmurnng;® “assembled in a tomult
uong manner; desiring new laws, they would
have no bishops, pay no tithes to the clergie, de-
spised authority, rescued people committed by the
governor,” &e. &c.

The Earl's first care was to apply himself to
the consideration of these insurrectionary move-
ments ; and as he fonnd some interruption to his
proceedings in the condunct of Zdward Christian,g
an attempt shall be made, so far as our limits will
admit, to extract the Earl’'s own account of this
person. **Iwasnewly ## got acquainted with Cap-

* His countess resided at Latham House (her heroic defence
of which is well known) until 1644 or 5, when she also retired
to the Isle of Man. A contemporary publication, the Mereuriua
Aulicus, by John Birkenhead, says, “ the Countesse, it seems,
stole the Earl’s breeches, when he fled long since into the Tela
of Man, and hath in his absence played the man at Latham.”
This insinnation is certainly unjust; but the Earl seems to con-
sider some explanation necessary, *“ why he left the land, when
every gallant spirit had enzaged himself for king and country.
Danger of revolt and invasion of the island constitute tha sub-
stance of this explanation. There is reason, howerer, to con-
Jecture, that he had been disappointed of the command he kad a
right fo expeet, when he brought a considerable levy to join tha
King at York. Any explavation, in short, might be listened to,
except a doubt of ‘his loyalty and ardent military epirit, which
were above all impeachment.

+ Published in Peck’s Desiderata Curiosa, in 1779,

1 Peck, p. 446,—fortiter calumniari aliquid adharehit,

§ Peck, p. 446, “‘ Loth to dwell too long on one subject,”
skip over to some other matter.

I Peck, 434,

49 For a history of this F.tmi]_v, established in the Tsle of Man
50 early as 1492, see Huichinson’s History of Cumberland, vol-
iil., p. 146, 'l“heg, had prevém_sly been established in Wigton-
shire.

#% This is an example of the difficulty of arranging the relaiive
dates; the word newly, thus employed at the earliest in 1643, re-
fers to 1628, the date of tho appoint®*at of E. Christian to be
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'nin Uhristian, whom I perceived to have abilities
enough to do me service. Iwas told he had made
a good fortune in the Indies; that he was a
Mankesman borne.” . . . “He is excellent good
companie; as rude as a sea captain should be;
but refined as oue that had civilized himself half
s year at Conrt, where he served the Duke of
Buckingham.” . . . . ““While he governed here
some few years he pleased me very well,” &e., &e.
*But snch is the condition of man, that most will
nave gome fanlt or other to blurr all their best
veriues; and his was of%that condition which is
reckoned with drunkenness, Viz. covetousness, both
marked with age to increase and grow in man.”

. **When a Prince has given all, and the fa-
vorite can desire no more, they both grow weary
of one another.,” *

An account of the Tarl’s successive public
meetings, short, from the limits of our sketch, is
extracted in a notet from the headings of the
chapters (apparently composed by Peck). In the
last of these meetings it appears that Edward
Christian attempied at its close to recapitnlate
the business of the day: * Asked if we did not
agree thus and thus,” mentioning some things
(zays the Ea:l) “he had-instructed the people to
aske ; which happily they had forgot.” The Earl

governor of the Isle of Man, which office he had till 1635
(SacheverilVs Account of the Isle of Man, published in 1702, p.
100), the Earl being then Lord Strange, but apparently taking
the lead in public business during his fathet’s lifetime,

* Peck, p. 444, There rectly some error in Hutchin-
aon’s genealogy of the family in his History of Cumberland ; 152
brother, John, born 1602; 24, dled young; 3d, William, born
1608 ; 4th, }.iwnrd Lisut.-Governor of the Isle of Man 1629 (ac-
cording to Sncheverill, 100, 1628). This Edward’s birth can-
not be placed earl 1an- 1609, and he could not well have
made 3 fortune in the Indies, have frequented the Court of
Charles T., and be selected as a fit person to be a governor, at
‘he age of 19 or 20, The person mentioned in the text was ob-
viously of mature age ; and Edward the governor appears to have
peen the younger brother of William Christian, a branch of the
same f:xm-i]_\‘, possessing the estats of Knockrushen, near Cstla
Rushen, who, as well as Edward, was imprisoned in Peel Castle
in 1643,

+ Peck, 338, ef seq. © Chap. The Earl appoints a meet-
Ing of the natives, every man to give in his grievances; upon
which some think to outwit him, which he winks at, being not
yeady for them, therefore cajoles and divides them; on the ap-
pointed day he appears with a zood guard; the people give in
thelr complaints quietly and retire, (‘Mp x. Another
Ing appointed, when he also appears with a good
busy men spenk only Mank P
(probably Captain Christian, a late Qovernor) would kinder,
but the Earl forbide it; advice sbout it appearing in public;
the Mankesmen great talkers and wranglers; i
got in with them and wheedle them. Chap.x. Th
fors the meeting the Earl consults with his officers
answer but tells them nothing of ; compares both re-
ports, and keeps back his own opinion; sends some of the offi-
cers, who he knew would be froublesome, ont of the way, abont
other matters; the (present) governor afresh commended ; what
eounsellors the properest. Chap.
people at his first going over; his earriage at the meeting to
modest petitioners, to impndent, to the most confident, and to
the most dangerous, viz. thein who stood behind and pror
ntheﬂ All things being acreed, Captain Christi

e urbance; the Earl’s repl; and speech to the peane,
Cnr n s stroke blank; several people commitied to prisor,
and fined, which quists them **

accordingly rose in wrath, and, after & short
speech, ** bade the court to rise, and no man te
speak more.”’— Some (he adds) were commélied
{o prison, and there abided, until upon subméssion
and assurance of being very good and guief, they
were released, and others were put into their
rooms.—I thought fit to make them be deeply
Jined ; since this they all come in most submisse
and loving manner.” ¥ Pretty efficient means of
producing guzet, if the despot be strong enough,
and with it euch fove as suits a despot’s fancy!
Among the prisoners were Edward Christian and
his brother William of Knockrushen; the latter
was released in 1644, on giving bond, among other
conditions, not o depart the island without l-
cense.

Of Edward, the Earl says, ** I will return unto
Captain Christian, whose business must be heard
next week ™ (either in 1644, or early in 1645). ** He
is stéill in prison, and I believe many wonder
thereat, as savouring of injustice, and that his
trial shounld be deferred so lonz.” **Also his
business is of that condition that it concerns not
Tiémself alone® *“If a Jurie of the people do
passe upon him (being he had so cajoled them to
believe he suffers for their sakes), it is likely they
ghould quit him, and then might he langh at us,
whom I had rather he had betrayed.” **I re-
member one said it was much safer to take men’s
lives than their estates ; for their children will
much sconer forget the death of their father than
the loss of their patrimonie.”” + HEdward died in
custody in Peel’s Castle in 1650, T after an impris-
onment of between seven and eight years ; and so
far, at ieast, no ground can be discovered for that
gratitude which is afterwards said to have been
violated by this family, unless indeed we trans
plant ourselves to those countries where it is the
fashion to flog a public ofiicer one day and replace
him in anthority the next.

The insular records detail with minuteness
the complaints of the people relative to the ex-
actions of the church, aud their adjustment by
a sort of public arbitration in October, 1643. But
it is singular, that neither in these records, nor in
the Earl's very studied narrative of the modes of
discussion, the offences, and the punishments, is
one word to be found regarding the more impor-
tant points actually at issne beiween himself and
the people. The fact, however, is fully developed,
as if by accident, in one of the chapters (xvi.)
of this very desultory but sagacious pcn‘mnauw
“ There comes this very mamnt an occagion to
me to acquaint you with a special matter, which,
if by reagon of these froublesome and dangerous
times, T cannot bring to passe my intents therein,
you may in your better leisure consider thereof,
and make some use hereafter of my present la-

* Peck, 442,

+ Peck, 448-9.

t Feltham’s Tour, p. 161, places this event (while a prisoncr
in Peel Onstle], on the authority of a tombstone, in 1650, “ Jokn
Greenhalgh being governor,” Now John Greenhalgh ceased lo
be governor in 1651 ; the date iz probably an ertor in the prea
Jor 1660,
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bours, in the matter of a ceriain tolding in this
country, called the tenure of the straw ; ¥ whereby
men thinke their dwellings are their own auntient
inheritances, and that they may passe the same to
any, and dispose thereof without license from the
Lord, but paying him a bare small rent like unto
a fee-farme in England : wherein they are much
deceived.”

William the Conqueror, among his plans for
f!ae benefit of his English subjects adopted that of
inducing or compelling them to surrender their
allodial lands, and receive them back to hold by
feudal tenure. The Earl of Derby projected the
surrender of a similar right, in order to create ten-
ures more profitable to himself—a simple lease for
three lives, or twenty-one years, The measure
was entirely novel, although the attempt to pre-
vent t alienation without license from the Lord,
for purposes of a less profitable exaction, may be
traced, together with the scemes of violence it
produced, throngh many passages in the ancient
records, which would be inexplicable without this
clue.

The Earl proceeded certainly with snfficient
energy and considerable skill l(;thc accomplish-
ment of his object. In the very r of his arr
Dee. 1643, he appointed commissioners $ to com-
pound for léases, consisting of some of his princi-
pal officers (members of council), who had thém-
gelves been prevailed on by adequate con
tions to surrender their estates, and are by general
tradition accused of having conspired to ‘delnde
their eimple conntrymen into the pe gion, tha
having no title-deeds, their estates were insecure §
that leases were fitle-deeds; and alt oh nomi-
nally for limited terms, declared the lands to be
descendible to their eldest sowa. It is remarkable
that the names of Ewan and William Ch
two of the council, are alone excluded from
COommis ':lU'i]._

We have already seen two of the name cr
mitted to prison. The following i whic
abundantly unfold t ronnd of the hostil-

nsfer of real estates both parties came into the

'v. 69, when epenking of the Tsl
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t per traditionem
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Commisstoners o
1 The governor
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ity to the name of Christian, relate to Ewan Clirls
tian the father of William DhOne, and one of the
Deemsters excluded from the commission, “ One
presented me a petition against Deemster * Chris
tian, on the behalf of an infant who is conceived
to have a right unto his Farme Rainsway ®Ro-
naldsway), one of the principal holdings in this
country, who, by reason of his eminencie here,
and that he holdeth much of the same tenure of
the straw in other places, he is soe observed, that
certainly as I temper the matter with him in this,
goe shall I prevail withgothers,"+ . . . "B}
policie t they (the Christians) are crept into the
principal places of power, and they be seated
round about the country, and in the heart of it;
they are matched with the best families,” &c.

“ The prayer of the petition § formerly men.
tioned was to this effect, that there might bea
fair tryal, and when the right was recovéred that ]
would graunt them a lease thereof — this being
in the lenure of the stra + « .« “Upon some
conference with the petitioner, I find a motion
heretofore was made by my commisgioners, that
the Deemster should give this fellow a summe of
money. But he wounld part with none, neverthe-

¢ now it may be he will, and I hope be so
ge as to assure unto himself his holding, by
compounding with me for the lease of the sélne'_
h, if they two agree, I shall grant it him
erms. For if he break the ice, I may

ch some fish.”

The issue of this piscatory project was but too
guccessful. Ewan beut to the reign of fervor,
and gave up Ror way to hiz son William, who
accepted the le and named his own descend-

s for the 1i 1the objects attained wers

y to all law, writ-

a geen that the Earl had in the island a
jle military force, and we know from
g 9 that they li n 4 great measure
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without surprise, that the game means enabled
him, in 1645, to arrange a legislature * capable of
yielding a foreed assent to this notable system of
pubmission and loving-kindness.

This is perhaps the most convenient place for
stating, that in the subsequent surrender of the
Ieland to the troops of the Parliament, the only
stipulation made by the Telanders was, ‘* that they
might enjoy their lands and liberties as they for-
merly had.” In whatmanner this stipulation was
performed, my notes do mnot enable me to state.
The restoration of Charles IL., propitions in other
respects, inflicted on the Isle of Man the revival
of it fendal government; and the affair of the
tenures continued to be a theme of perpetual con-
test, and unavailing complaint, until finally ad-
justed in 1703, through the mediation of the exccl-
lent Bishop Wilson, in a legislative compromise,
tmown by the name of the Aci of Settlement,
whereby the people obtained a full recognition of
their ancient rigchts, on condition of doubling the
actual quitrents, and consenting to alienation
fines, first exacted by the Earl James in 1643.%

In 1648, William Dhone was appointed Re-
-eiver-General ; and in the same year we find his
elder brother, John (assistant Deemster to his
father Ewan), committed to Peel Castle on one of
these occasions, which strongly marks the char-
acter of the person and the times, and affords also
a glimpse al the feeling of the people, and at the

ition of the devot ily of Cbristian. The
inquisitive will find it ic a note ;3 other readers
will pass on.

The circnmetances are familiarly known, to
the reader of Englisk history, of the march of the
Earl of Dechy, in 1651, with a corps from the Isle
of Man for the service of the King his joining
the royal army on the eve of the battle of Wor-
cester; his flight and imprisonment at Chester,
after that sieual defeat ; and his trial and excen-
tion at Bolton in Lancashire, by the officers of
the Parliament, on the 15th October of that year.

Immediately afterwards, Colonel Duckenfield,

If of the Par-

behavior, and =
Records) The
son of William Christian of Knockrus

liament, proceeded with an armament of ten
ships, and a considerable military force, for the
reduction of the Isle of Man,

William Christian was condemned and exe-
cuted in 1662-3, for acts connected with its sur-
render, twelve years before, which are still in-
volved in obscurity ; and it will be most accepta-
Dble to the general reader that we should pass over
the intermediate period,* and leave the facts re-
garding this individual, all of them extraordina-
ry, and some of peculiar interest, to be developed
by the record of the trial, and documents derived
from other sources.

A mandate by Charles, 8th Earl of Derby,
dated at Latham in September, 1662, after descant-
ing on the heinous sin of rebellion, aggravated
by its being instrumental + in the death of the
Lord; and stating that he is himself concerned te
revenge & father’s blood,” crders William Chrie-
tian to be proceeded against forthwith, for all his
illegal actions at, before, or after, the year 1651
(a pretty €weeping range). The indictment
charzes him with * being the head of an insar-
rection against the Countess of Derby in 165
suming the power unto himself, and depriving
her Ladyship, his Lordship, and heirs thereof.”

A series of depositions appear on record from
the 3d to the 13th of October, and a reference by
the precious deposita ies of justice of that day,
to the twenty-four Keys,t *“Whether upon the
examination' taken and read before, you find Mr.
W. Christian, of Ronaldsway, W jin compass of
the statnte of the year 1422,—that is, to receive a
sentence without quest, or to be tr d in the ordi-
nary course of law.’ This body, designated on
the record ‘“so many of the Keys as were then

t,) were in number sevenieen; but not
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without trial, made their return, To be tried by
tourse of law.

On the 26th November, it is recorded, that the
Governor and Attorney-General having proceeded
to the jail **with a gnard of soldiers, to require
him (Chrigtian) to the bar to receive his trial, he
refnsed. and denied to come, and abide the same ™
—(ndmirable conrtesy to invite, instead of bring-

im to the bar!) Wherenpon tLe Governor
demanded the law of Deemster Norris, who then
#at in jodicat Deemster John Christian hav-
ing not appeared, and Mr. Edward Christian,*
his son, and assistant, having algo forborne to sit
in this Court, he the said Deemster Norris craved
the advice and assistance of the twenty-four Keys,
and the gaid Deemster and Eeys deemed -the law
therein, to wit, that he is at the mercy of the Lord
for life and goods.

1t will be observed, that seven of the Keys
ware formerly absent, on what acconnt we shall
presently see. All this was very cleverly arranged
by the following recorded order, 29th December—
“ These of the twenty-four Keys are removed of
that Company, in reference lomy Honorable Lord’s
order in that behalf ;* ennmerating seven names,
not of the seventeen before mentioned, and
naming seven others who are ** sworn+ in their
plac: The judica is farther improved by
transferring an eighth individual of the first sev-
enteen to the eouncil, r his place with
another proper person. These facts have been re-
lated with some minuteness of detail for two rea-
gons: 1st, Although nearly equalled by some of
the subsequent proceedings, they would not be
credited on common anthority ; and 2d, They ren-
der all comment unnece and prepare the
reader for any judgment, however extraordimary,
to be expected from such a tribunal.

Then come the proceedings of the 29th De-
cember—The Prop , as they are named, to
the Deemsters.t and twenty-four Keys now as-
gembled, * to be answered in point of layg®™ 1st,
Any malefactor, &c., 1 indicted, &c., and de-
nying to abide the law 8 country in that
course (notwithstanding ar nment or plea he
may ofter for himself), and : 1 deemed to
forfeit body and goo 5C., Wi r he -may af-
terwards obtain the &e., &c.; to
which, on the ¢ answered in the
ne e oun¢ e, on the 3lst,

5 , to hear his sen-
wat thereupon

admi

demr

in w

1t had, pe

1 Hugh Cannel was now added as a secoud Deemster,

That he made *‘an excellent speech” at fhe
place of execution, is recorded, where we ghould
lit\le expect to find it, in the Parochial Registers
the accuracy of that which has been preserved r\;;
guch in the family of a clergyman (and appears
to have been printed on or before 1776),* rests
chiefly on internal evidence ; and on its accord-
ance, in some material points, with facts sup-
pressed or distorted in the Records, but estab.
lished in the proceedings of the Privy Commeil,
It is therefore given without abbreviation, and the
material points of evidence in the voluminous
depo 8 on both trials t are extracted for ref-
erence in a note.}

# One of the copies in my possession is stated to be iran-
scribed in that year from the printed speech, the other as stated
in the text.
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The lust gpecth of William Christian, Esq.,
who was executed 2d January, 1662-31—

w @entlemen, and the rest of you who have ac-
companied me this day to the gate of death, I
know you expect I shonld say gomething at my
depariure; and indeed I am in some measure
willing to satisly you, having not had the least
liberty, since my imprisonment, to acquaint any

| with the sadness of my sufferinzs, which flesh
| and blood could not have endured, withont the

power and assistance of my most gracious and
good God, into whose hands Ido now commit my
poor soul, not doubting but that I shall very
quickly be in the arms of his mercy.

#T am, as you now gee, hurried hither by the
power of @ prefended eourt of justice, the members
whereof, or at least the greatest part of them, are
by no means qualified, but very ill befitting their
new places, The reasons you may give your-
gelves.

w The canse for which T am bronght hither, a8
the prompted and threatencd jury has delivered,
is high treason against the Countess Dowager of

for that I did, as they say, in the year
fifty-one, raise a force against her for the sup-
pressing and rooting out that family. How un-
just the acensation is, very few of yon that heaz
me this day but can witness ; and fhal the then
vising of the people, in which afterwards I came
.0 be engaged, did not at all, or in the least de-
gree, intend the prejudice or ruin of that family,
the chief whereof being, as you well remember,
dead eight days, or thereabout, before that action
happencd. But the true cause of that rising, as*
the jury did fwice bring in, was to present griev-
ances to our Honorable Lady; which was done
by me, and afterwards approved by her Ladyship,
under the hand of her then secretary, M. Trevach,
who is yet living, which agreement hath gince, to
my o ruin and my poor family’s endless sorrow,
been forced from me. The Lord God forgive them
the injustice of their dealings with me, and I
wish from my heart it may not be laid to their
charge another day!

“Yon now see me here @ sacrifice ready to be
offered up for that which was the preservation of
your lives and fortunes, which were then in hazard,
but that I stood between you and your (then in all
appearance) wifer ruin. I wish you still may, as
hitherto, enjoy the sweet benefit and blessing of
peace, though from that minute until now I have

reach it The same nncertainty exists with regard to apy nego-
tiations on her part, with the officers of the Parliament, a3
affirmed by the Insurgents ; the Earl’s first letter, after his cap-
ture and before his trial, says, ¥ Truly, as matters go, it will be
besi for you to make conditions for yourself, children, and
friends, in the manner as we have proposed, or as you can
farther agroe with Col. Dackenfield; who, being so much a
gentleman born, will doubtl for his own honor, deal fairly
with you” «He seems also to huve loped at that tinie that
1% might infinence his own fate; and the elogueni and affecting
letter writton immediately befora his execution, repeais the
mme ndmonitions to ¢reaf. Rolt, pp- 74 snd 84

* This fact, a8 might be expoctod, is not to be traced on the
record of e trisl

atill been prosecuted and persecuted, nor have I
ever since found a place to rest myself in. But
my God be for ever blessed and praised, who hath
given me so large a measure of patience !

“ What services T have done for that Noble
Family, by whose power I am now to take my
latest breath, I dare appeal to themselves, wheth
er I have not deserved better things from some
of them, than the sentence of my bodily destruc-
tion, and seizure of the poor estate my son ought
to enjoy, being purchased and left him by his
grandfather. It might have been much better
had I not spent it in the service of my Honorable
Lord of Derby and his family ; these things Ineed
not mention to yon, for that most of you are wit-
nesses to it. I shall now beg your patience while
1 tell you here, in the presence of God, that I
never in all my life acted any thing with inten-
tion to prejudice my Sovereign Lord the King,
nor the late Earl of Derby, nor the now Earl; yet
nodwithstanding, deing in England at the time of
hiis sacred Majesty's happy restoration, I went to
London, with many others, to have a sight of my
oracions Kiag, whom God preserve, and whom
until then T never had seen. Buof I was not long
there when 1 was arrested upon an action of
twenty thousand pounds, and clapped up in the
Fleet; unto which action, I being a stranger,
could give no bail, but was there kept nearly a
whole year. How I suffered God he knows ; but
at last having gained my liberty, I thought good
to advise with several gentlemen concerning his
Majesty’s gracions Act of Indemnity, that was
then set forth, in which I thounght mysell con-
cerned ; unto which they told me, there was no
doubt to be made but that all actions committed
in the TIsle of Man, relating in any kind to the
war, were pardoned by the Act of Indemnity, and
all other places within his Majesty’s dominions
and countries. Wherenpon, and having been
forced to absent myself from my poor wife and
children gear three years, being all that time un-
der persecution, I did with great content and sat-
jsfaction return into this Island, hoping then to
receive the comfort and sweet enjoyment of mv
friends and poor family. DBut, alas ! 1 have fallen
into the snare of the fowler; but my God shall
ever be praised,—though he kill me, yet will 1
trust in him.

«Tmay justly say no man in this Island knows
better than myself the power the Lord Derby hath
in this Island, subordinate to his sacred Majesty,
of which I have given a full account inmy declara-
tion presented to my judges, which Tmuch fearwill
never see light ¥ which i no small trouble to me,

« Tt was his Majesty’s most gracions Act of In-
demnity gave me the confidence and assurance
of my safety; on which, and an appeal I made to
his sacred Majesty and Privy Council, from the
unjustness of the proceedings had against me, 1
did mnch rely, being his Majesty's subject here,
and a denizen of England both by birth and for

e it

* The spprekension was but too correct
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tune. And én regard I have disobeyed the power
of my Lord of Derby's Act of Indemnity, which
you now look upon, and his Mg, jesty's Act cast out
ws being of ne foree, T have with greater violence
been persceuted; yet nevertheless I do declare,
that no subject whatever can or onght to take
upon them acts of Indemnity but his sacred Ma-
jesty only, with the confirmation of Parliament.
1t is very fit T should say something as to my
education and religion. I think I need not inform
you, for you all know, I was brought np a son of
the Church of England, which wis at that time
in her splendor and glory; and to my endlesa
comfort I have ever gince continned a faithfal
member, witness scveral of my actions in the
Jate times of liberty. And as for government, I
never was against monarchy, which now, to my
sonl's great satisfaction, I have lived to see is
gettled and established. Iam well assured that
men of upright life and conversation may have
the favorable countenance of our gracious King,
mnder whose happy government, God of his in-
finite mercy long continue these his kingdoms
and dominions. And now I do most heartily
thank my good God that I have had o’ much lib-
erty and time to disburden myself of several
things that have laid heavy npon me all the time
of my imprisonment, in which I have not had
time, or liberty, to speak or wrife any of my
thoughts ; and from my soul I wish all animosity
may after my death be quite laid aside, and my
death bynone be ealled in question, for I do freely
forcive all that have had any hand in my persecu-
tion : and may our good God preserve you all in
peace and quiet the remainder of your days.

“Be ye all of you his Majesty’s liege people,
loyal and faithful to his sacred Majesty ; and, ac-
cording to your oath of fith and fealty to my
Honorable Lord of Derby, do you likewise in all
Jjust and lawful ways, observehis commands; and
know that you must one day give an account of
all your deeds. And now the blessing ofAImighty
God be with yon all, and preserve you from vio-
lent death, and keep you in peace of conscience
all your days!

“T will now hasten, for my flesh is willing to
b= digsolved, and my epirit to be with Geod, who
hath given me foll assurance of his mercy and
pardon for all my gins, of which his unspeakable
'guuducﬁs and loving-kindness my poor soul is ex-
ceedingly satisfied.”

% Here he fell upon his knees, and
passed some time in prayer then rising exceed-
ingly cheerful, he addressed the roldiers appoint-
ed for his execution, saying—** Now for you, who
are appointed by lot my executioners, T do freely
forgive you.” He requested them and all pres
to pray for him; adding, **There is but a thin
veil betwixt me and death ; once more I request
your prayers, for now I take my last farewell.”

The goldiers wighed to bind him to the epot
on which he stood. He said, ** Trouble not your-

* This note is anaexed to all the copies of the speech.

gelves or me; for I that dare face death in what-
ever form he comes, will not start at your fire and
bullete; nor can the power you have deprive ma
of my courage.” At his desire a piece of white
paper was given him, which with the ntmost
composure he pinned to his breast, to direct4hem
where to aim, and after a short prayer addressed
the soldiers thus—*Hit this, and you do your
own and my work.” And presently after, stretch-
ing forth his arms, which was the signal he gaye
them, he was shot throngh the heart and fell.

Edward Christian, the nephew, and George,
the gon, of the deceased, lost no time in appeal.
ing to his Majesty in Council against this judicial
murder; and George was furnished with an order
o pass and repass,” &c., ' and bring with him
guch records and persons as he should desire, to
make out the truth of his complaint,” Edward
returned with him to the Island for that purpose;
for we find him, in April, 1663, compelled, in the
true spirit of the day, to give bond *that he
would at all times appear and answer to such
charges as might be preferred against him, and
not depart the Isle without lieense.” George was
prevented, by various contrivances, from serying
the King's order; but on presenting a second
petition, the Governor, Deemster, and Members
of Council, were bronght up to London by a Ser-
geant-at-Arms; and these six persons, together
with the Earl of Derby, being compelled to ap
pear, a full bearing took place before the King in
person, the Chancellor, the Lord Chief~Justice,
Lord Chief-Baron, and other Members of Council;
judgment was extended on the 5th Angust, and
that judgment was on the 14{h of the same month
ordered **to be printed in folio, in such manner
ag Acts of Parliament are usually printed, and his
Majesty’s Arms preflxed.”

This authentic document designates the per
gons brought up as * Members of the pretended
Court of Justice;" declares “that the general
Act of Pardon and Amnesty did extend to the
Isle of Man, and ought to have been taken notice
of by the Judges in that Island, although it kad
nol been pleaded ; that the Court r¢fused admit
the deccased William Christian’s pleg of the Atk
of Indemnity,” &e. *Full restitntion is ordered
to be made to his heirs of all his estates, real and
personal.””  Three * other persons ** who weré by
the same Court of Justice imprisoned and thefr
estates seized and confiscated without any legol
{rial? are ordered, together with the Christians,
# {0 he restored to all their estates, real and per-
gonal, and to be fully repaired in all the charges
and expenses which they have been ab gince their

i s well in the prosecntion of

< in their journey hither, or in 80%

way thereunto relating.”’ The mode of
aising funds for the purposes of this restitution
is equally peculiar and instructive: those ** sums
of money are ordered to be furnished by ”?c
Deemsters, Members, and Assistants of tthfl_Cl

* Ew amuel Rescliffe, and Jubn Cgsar mes
propartys

* Ewan Curp
of considerable 12
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sourt of Justice,” who are directed * to raise and
make due payment thereof to the parties.”

«And to the end that the blood that has been
nnjustly spilt may in some eort be expiated,”
&e., the Deemsters are ordered to be commitfed
to the King's Bench to be proceeded agaiust,
&e., &c., and receive condign punishment, flt is
believed that this partof the order was afterwards
relaxed or rendered nugatory.] The three Mem-
bers of Council were released on giving security
to appear, if required, and to make the restitu-
tion ordered. **And in regard that Edward
Christian, being one of the Deemsters or Judges
10 the Isle of Man, did, when the Court refused (o
admit qf the deceased W. Christian’s plea of the
Act of Indemnity, make his prolestation against
their dllegal proceedings, and did willdraw liém-
self, and come fo England to solicit his Majesty,
and implore his justice, it is ordered that the Earl
of Derby do forthwith, by commission, &c., re-
store and appoint him as Deemster, so to remain
and continne, &ec. [which order was disobeyed].
And lastly, that Henry Nowell, Deputy-Governor,
whose fanlt hath been the not complying with, and
yidding due obediznce to, the order * of his Ma-
jesty and this Board sent unto the Island [O most
lame and impotent conclusion 1], be permitted to
veturn to the Iele, and enforce the present Order
of the King in Council.”

Of the Earl of Derbyno farther mention occurs
in {his document. The sacrifices made by this
noble family in support of the royal cause, drew a
large share of indulgence over the exceptionable
parts of their conduct; but the mortification ne-
cessarily consequent on this appeal, the incessant
complaints of the people, and the difficulty subse-
quently experienced by them in obtaining access
to a superior tribunal, receive a curious illastra-
tion in an order of the king in council, dated 20th
Aungust, 1670, on a petition of the Earl of Derby,
“ that the clerk of the council in waiting receive
no petition, appeal, or complaint, against the lord
or government of the 1sle of Man, without having
first good security from the complainant to an-
swer costs, damages, and eharges.”

The historical notices of this kingdom t of
Lilliput are curious and instructive with reference
to olher times and different circumstances, and
they have seemed to require little comment or
antiquarian remark ; but to condense what may
be collected with regard to Edward Christian, the
accomplished villain of Peveril, the i sinuations
of his accuser i constitute in themselves an
gbundant defence. When so little can be im-
puted by such an adversary, the character must

% Tradition, In accordance with the dirge of William Dhine,
says, that the order tostop proceedings and suspend the senteuce
wrived on the day preeeding that of his execution.

+ Earl Jan althouzh studious of kingeraft, assipns good
reasons for having never pretended to assume that title, and
smong others, % Nor doth it please a king that any of his sub-
jects should tao much love that name, were ii but to act in a
play.""—Peck, 436

t Peck, passim.

indeed be invulnerable. Tradition ascribes to
him nothing but what isamiable, patriotie, honor-
able, and good, in all the relations of public and
private life. He died, after an imprisonment of

ren or eight years, the victim of incorrizible

stinacy, according to one, of ruthless tyranny,
according to anothier vocabulary; but resembling
the character of the Novel in nothing but uncoa-
gquerable courage.

Treachery and ingratitude have been heaped on

- the memory of William Chrigtian with suflicient

profugion. Régarding the first of these crimes:
if all that has been affirmed or insinuated in the
mock {rial, rested on a less guestionable basis,
posterity would searcely promounce an unani-
mous verdict of moral and political guilt, against
an association to subvert such a government ag
is described by its own aunthor. The peculiar fa
vors for which he or his family were ungrateful,
are not to be discovered in these proceedings;
except, indeed, in the form of ** chastisements of
the Almighty—blessings in disguise.” But if
credit be given to the dying words of William
Christian, his efforts were strictly limited to a
redress of grievances,—a purpose always crimi
nal in the eye of the oppressor. If he had lives
and died on a larger scene, his memory wouls
probably have saurvived among the patriots and
the heroes. In someof the manuscript narratives
he is designated as a martyr for the rights and
liberties of his countrymen; who add, in their
homely manner, that he was condemned without
trial, and murdered without remorse.

We have purporely abstained from all attempt
to enlist the passions in favor of the sufferings of
a people, or in detestation of oppressions, which
ought, perhaps, to be ascribed as much to the
character of the times as to that of individuals.
The naked facts of the case (nnaided by the wild
and plaintive notes in which the maidens of the
isle were wont to bewail ‘“the® leari-rending
death nj;fai-r—?mirad William **) are sufficient of
themselves to awaken the sympathy of every
generous mind ; and it were a more worthy exer-
cise of that despotic power over the imagination,
g0 eminently possessed by the Greal Unknown,
to embalm the remembrance of two such men in
his immortal pages, than to load their memories
with crimes, such as no human being ever com-
mitted.

T am enabled to add the translation of the la-
ment over the fair-haired Wiliiam Christian. Ii
is originally composed in the Manx language,
and congists of a series of imprecations of evil
upon the enemies of Christian, and prophecies to
the same purpose i(—

ON THE DEATH AND MURDER OF RECEIVER-GENE-
RAL WILLIAM CHRISTIAN, OF RONALDSWAY, WHQ
WAS SHOT NEAR HANGO HILL, JANUARY 2, 1662,

8 b
Tn 8o shifting a scens, who would eonfidence place
In family power, youth, or in personal gracel

# The literal translation given to me by a young lady.




