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ber journey, her husband, whose spirits always

rose with the prospect of action, issued his orders

to Whitaker to get togethera few stout fellow
back and breast-pieces, and
> are the two lackeys, and Outram

besides the other groom fellow,

ioger Raine, and his son; but bid Roger not

come drunk acain i—thyself, young Dick of the

Dale and his servant, and a file or two of the ten-

ants,—we shall be enough for any force they

make. All these are fell

and no question w

readier than their tongues, and their mouths are

more 2 for drinking than spes

Whitaker, apprised of the ne 3
agked if he should not warn Sir Jas
bourne,
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a word to him, as voa live
Enight; “this may be an ou
it, for what I know; and th
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the rest of's days ‘
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as men of especial tr
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shoulder,
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speediest knowledge of any
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 wise in
°rs were somewhat remiss in civil pol-
Icy. The Enight had communicated to Whita-
ker, though without any apparen‘ necesgity, the

prcc["o nature of their present expedition; angd
Whitaker was equally cnmnm-.m tm, 0 his com
rade Lance, the keepe strange enonch,
id the I.alt--r. when he had
: I wish yon, being a w

und it ;—why, when we have
1 praying for the
—and dying for
irs, the first thing

i to get into harness

ghting for the Ki
g, for these twenty y

to resist warrant ? "
“Pooh! you eilly fellow,” eaid Whitaker,
“that is all you know of the trae bottom of our
Why, man, we fought for the Eine's
inst his warrant, all along from the
ning ; for I remember the rognes’ proc-
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stout knight, say

m down in their stock-
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ter yesterday's wassail ; and, as I passed under
the norsery window, I did but just look up to see
what madam governante w about; and fo 1
gaw her, through the casement, whip on her hood
and scarf as soon as she had a glimpse of me.
Immediately after I saw the still-room door open,
and made su she was coming through the gar-
den, and 8o over the breach and down to the park;
and so, thought I, * Aha, Mistress Deb, if you are
g0 ready to dance after my pipe and tabor, I will
give you a couranto before you shall come up
with me.” And so I went down Ivy-ted Din-
gle, where the copse is tangled, and the ground
pwampy, and round by Haxley-bottom, thinking
all the while ehe was following, and laughing in
my sleeve at the ronnd I was giving her.”

“You deserved to be ducked for it snid
Whitaker, *“for & weather-headed puppy; but
what is 111 this Jack-a-lantern story to Bridge-
north ¢

“Why, it was all along of he, man,” contin-
ged Lance, *that is, of Bridgenorth, that she did
not follow me—Gad, I first w d slow, and then
stopped, and then turned back a little, and t
begzan to wonder what she bhad made of he
and fo think I had borne myself something like a
jac in the matter.”

“That I deny, d Whitaker, * never J‘u k-
ass but wo ve borne him better—bu

my face towards tluu

rom the po'L
Deb in close rmlf‘
* What enem)
“*What en
They' ke

| why, who but Bridgenorth ¢
gight, and among the copsej;
but, '\1\(\1\"‘1[ I it hardif I ¢ mmr. stalk you,
that have stalked so many bucks, If so, I had
better rive my shafts to be l"l!nl[ o pins. So
T cast round the thicket, to wateh t.‘mr waters :
and may [ never bend crossbow again, if I did
not see him e her gold, and squeeze her by
the hand | ™

*And was
the

that :t:] yon eaw pass betwecen

Zh” to dismount me
“What! when I
in the Castle dan-
> gave me
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from my hobl
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the bag to h
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est of nothing

t should know

secret, and
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il's work doue, or
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else. Bat it is fitt
that he has met
given her ¢
bat it v
to be done.”
“Nay, but,” said Lance, *‘ I would not be such
2 dog-bolt as to go and betray the girl to our
master. e hath riit to follow her fancy, as
the dame said who kissed her cow—only I do not

1est for some des

much approve her chcice, that isall. He cannot
be six years short of fifty; and a v ce coun-
tenance, nnder the penthouse of a slonched beaver,
and bag of meagre dried bones, swaddled up in a

black cleak, is no such temptation, methinks,”
“T tell you, once more," said Whitaker, **you
are mistaken; and that there neither ig, nor cax
be, any matter of love between them, but only
some intrigue, concerning, perhaps, this same
noble Countess of Derby. I tell thee, it behoves
my master to know it, and I will presently teil it

to him,”

‘\u saying, and in epite of all the remonstrances

1 Lance continued to make on hehalf of Mi
Deborah, the steward rode up to the main
body of their l_nie party, and mentioned to the
rht, and the Countess of Derby, what he had
eard from the keeper, adding at the same
suspicions, that Master Bridgenorth
-Hall was desirous to keep up some
system of al in the Castle of Meartindale,
either in order fo secure his menaced ver
on the Countess of Derby, as authores

reance
of his

bly sinister purpose.
e Knight of the Peak was filled with high
at Whitaker’s commununication, Ae-
cording to his prejudices, those of the opposit
faction were supposed to makeup by wit and in-
trizue what the ited in open force; and he
d that his neighbor, whose
sometimes
even d i
purposes,
member of his family
al of his noble gunest, it ar,
and presumption ; or, viev
had done, a criminal intrig
the person of Lady
he deemed, a piece of sovereiz ]
disrespect on the part of snch a persen as Br
nst \\]\C-‘n Sir Geoffrey’s anger

pnnc!o:u:u
is was for the "‘L‘[l 1y~
ned at once Ln:dalu.;)

rear, when he again quitted it and gallopec
main body with more speed than be
unpl nz tidines that they
a score of horsemen, and better,
Ride on briskly to Hartley-nick,”

EKnight, **and th with God to help, we will
bide the knav untess of Derby—one word
and a short one—Farewell l—you must ride for-
ward with Whitaker and another careful fellow,
and let me alone to see that no one treads on your
gkirts.”

“ I will abid
the Countess; **you
look on ma :

“You must ride o
% for the sake of {l
my noble
work whi
is but chi
them.”

know of old, 1 fear not to

» gaid the Enight,
1, and the restof

re is no manly

worth your looking npon; it
play that these fellows bring with
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Ag she yielded a reluctant consent to continue
her flicht, they reached the bottom of Hartley-
nick, a s very steep and craggy, and where the
road, or rather path, v I herto passed
over more open ground, became pent up and con-
fined, betwixt copsewood on the one gide, and,
on the other, the precinitous pank of a mountain
stream.

The Countess of Derby, after an affectionate
pdiea to Sir Geoffrey, .am having requested him to
convey her kind commer to her little p
eleet and his mother, proceeded up the pass at
a ronnd pace, and with her attendants and escort,
was soon out of sight. Immediately after she
had disappeared, the pursuers came up with Sir
Geoffrey Peveril, who had divided and drawn up
his party so as completely to occupy the road at
three different points,

The opposite party was led, as Sir Gvra Tey
had expected, by Major Bridg
was a person in black, with a silve
his arm; and he was followed by about
ten inha its of the
Monltrassie, two or three of whom were off
of the peace, and others were personally known
to Sir Geoffrey as favorers of the subverted gov-
ernment.

As the party rode briskly up,
called to them to balt ; and as the nti
vancing, he ordered his own people to pr m--nt
their pis ml- and carabines; and after ass
that menacing attitude, he repeated, with a voice
of thunder, ** Halt, or we fire:! ™"

The other party halted accordingly, s
jor | :..'.nu‘.w d,asif toy

“ Why .

the first time,
morning? A
or gpoil yon

rou not afraid to havin your

gp™

2 for jes
Are you sure

to the

was a4 pur
from the off
his, at least,

“ The sar rd which you would have
paid to it an 4 night
tearing the w
do you stare
nopoly of

ger of the h.u\\-] of one of
1 will follow the ch
gn arm to make my way.
% You shall make no way here but at your

peril,”” sald Sir Geoffrey; ** this is my ground--4
have been harassed enough for these twenty
years by g, as you call yourselves, .[tl_']ll\'(,ﬁ|
magter, you ehall ither violate the security of
my honse, nor pursne my friends over the greunds,

mper, a8 you have done, amongst my gerv-
ants, with impunity. I have had you in respect
for certain kind doings, which I will not either
forget ordeny, and you will fi nd it difficult to make
me draw a eword or bend a pistol againgt yon;
but offer any hostile movement, or presume to ad-
vance a foot, and I will make eure of you pres-
ently. And for these rascals, who come hither fo
annoy a noble lady on my bounds, unless you
draw them off, 1 will presently gend some of
them to the devil before their time.”

“ Wake room st your proper peril,”” said Ma-
jor Bridgenorth; and he put his right hand on
his holster-pistol. Sir Geoffrey clogsed with him
instantly, seized him by the collar, and spurred
Black Hastir che r him at the same time,
go that the horse made a courbette, and bronght
the full weight of his chest against the counter of
the other. A ready eoldier might, in Bridge
north’s sitnation, have rid himself of his adver-
gary with a bullet. But Bridgenorth’s courage,
notwithstanding his having served eome time
with the Parliament army, was rather of a eivil
than a military character; and he was inferior to
his adversary, not only in strepgth and horseman-

¢ into personal contest. While,

tugzed and grappled together

upon terms which bore such little accordance
with their long acquaintaince and close neighbor-
hood, it was no wonder that Brid orth shonld
be unhorsed with much viol While Sir Geol-
frey eprang from the le, the party of
jorth advanced to rescne their leader, and

t of the Knight to oppose them. Swords
were athed, and pistols presented; but Sir

Dboth parties to stand back, and to ke
The pursuivant took the hint, and e 18ily found
a reason for not prosecnting a dangerous daty.
yarrant, ** he? said, ** ¥ 12 destroyed.  They
1 it must be answerable to the Conngil;

part, he (:n:ﬂ.l proceed no farther without

his commission.’
“ We 11 gaid, and like a peaceable fellow 1 gald
1 have refreshment at the
1y out of condition.—Come,
neighbor ]= jeenorth, get up, man—L trust yom
have had no hurt in this mad s I wasloath
to lay 1 on yon, man, lul you plocked out

your pt "

As he ¢ {hns, he aided the Major to rise.
The pursuivar 'm\\lu.n' drew aside; and
with him the cor le and head-borongh, who
it snspicion, that
thongh Pe mlc'rl.i\-. o the direct conrseé
of law in this yet he was likely to have
his offence considered by favorable jurdges; and

were not w
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fherefore it might be as much for their interest
and safety to give way as to oppose him. Bub
the rest of the party, friends of Bridgenorth, and
of his principles, kept their ground notwith-
gtanding this defection, and seemed, from their
Jooks, sternly determined to rule their conduct by
that of their leader, whatever it might be.

But it was evident that Bridgenorth did not
intend to renew the struggle. He shook himself
rather ronghly free from the hands of Sir Geoffrey
Peveril; but it was not fo draw hig sword. On
the contrary, he mounted his horse with a sullen
and dejected air ; and, making a sign to his follow-
ers, turned back the same road which he had
come. Sir Geoffrey looked after him for some
minutes. * Now, there goes a man,” said he,
s who would have been a right honest fellow had
he not been a Preshyterian. But there is no heart-
jness about them—they can mnever forgivea fair
fall upon the sod—they bear malice, and that I
hate as I do a black cloak, or a Geneva skaull-
cap, and a pair of long ears rising on each side
on't, like two chimneys at the gable ends of a
thatched cottage. They are as sly as the devil to
boot; and, therefore, Lance Outram, take two
with yon, and keep after them, that they may not
turn our flank, and get on the frack of the Count-
ess again after all.”

“I had as soon they should course my lady’s
white tame doe,” answered Lance, in the spirit of
his calling, He proceeded to execunte his mas-
ter’s orders by dogzing Major Bridgenorth at a
distance, and obegerving his course from such
heights as commanded the country. But it was
goon evident that no manceuvre was intended,
and that the Major was taking the direct road
homeward. When this was ascertained, Sir Geof-
frey dismissed most of his followers ; and retain-
ing only his own domestics, rode hastily forward
to overtake the Counte

It is only necessary to say farther, that he
completed his purpose of escorting the Countess
of Derby to Vile-Royal, without meeting any far-
ther hindrance by the way. The lord of the man-
gion readily undertook to condnct the high-mind-
ed lady to Liverpool, and the task of ¢ r her
gafely embarked for im son’s hereditary domin-
ions, where there was no doubt of her remaining
in personal safety until the accnsation against her
for breach of the Royal Indemnity, by the exeen-
tion of Christian, could be brought to some com-
promise.

For a length of time this was no eazy matter,
Clarendon, then at the head of Charle
istration, considered her rash action, though
tated by motives which the human 1
in gome respects, eympathize with, as calculated
to ghake the restored tranguillity <f England, by
exciting the doubts and jealousies ef those who
had to apprehend the consequences of what is
called, in our own time, 8 reaetion. At the same
time, the high services of this distinguished fam-
fly—the merit$ of the Countess herself—the mem-
ory of her gallant husband—apd tle very pecu-

liar circumstances of jurisdiction which took the
cage out of all common rules, pleaded strongly in
her favor: and the death of Christian was at
length only punished by the imposition of a heavy
fine, amounting, we believe, to many thousand
pounds ; which was levied, with great difficulty,
out of the shattered estates of the young Earl of

CHAPTER VIIL

My native land, good-night!

several hours after her hushand and the Countess
had departed from Martimdale Castle; more es-
pecially when ghelearned that Major Bridgenorth,
concerning whose motions she made private in-
quiry, bad taken horse with a party, and was
gone to the westward in the same direction with
Bir Geoflrey.

At length her immediate uneasiness in regard
to the safefy of her hushand and the Countess
was removed, by the arrival of Whitaker, with
her husbhand’s commendations, and an account
of the scuflle betwixt himself and Major Dridge-
north.

Lady Peveril chuddered to see how nearly they
had approached to renewal of the scenes of civil
discord ; :md while she v thankful to Heaven
for her band’s immediate preservation, she
could not h eeling both regret and ﬂpim.!uvn-
gion for the consequences of his quarrel with
Major Bridgenorth, They had now lost an old
friend, who had showed himself such under those
circumstances of adversity by which friend
is most severely tried ; and she could not disgu
from herself, that Bridgenorth, thus irritated,
might be a troublesome, if not a dangerous en-
emy. His rights as a creditor, he had hitherio
used with gentleness; but if he should employ
rigor, Lady Peveril, whose attention fo domestic
economy had made her much befler acquainted
with her husband’s affairs than he was himself,
for siderable inconvenience from the meas-
ures which the law put in his power. She com-
forted herself with the recollection, however, that

e had & L1.1 .L“llﬂ[:"’!n()d(ll‘lﬂ orth, through

i m 1h‘ fixed opinion
ed, that his daagh-
health cou h wh;E\, um}Lr hv
But any

nt which took place in the course of the fol-

ng morning,

The go ante, Mistress Deborah, who hag
been already 1 5
with the child
in the Park, a Rachel, a girl who acted
occasionally 3 stant in attending upon
them. Batnot as usual did she return. It was
near the hour of brea t, whew Ellesmere, with

ng exercise
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an unwonted degree of primness in her mouth
and manner, came to acquaint her Jady that Mi
tress Deboral had not thought proper to con
back from the Park, thongh the breakfast hour
approached so near.

“She will come, “hen, presently,” said Lady

il

Peveril, with im‘i.urume.
Ellesmere gave a short and donbtful congh, and
then proceeded to gay, that Rachel had been sent
home with little Master Julian, and that Mist
Deborah bad been pleased to say, she would v
on with Miss Bridgenorth as far as Moultrassie
Holt; which was a point at which the pr
of the Major, as matters now sl

pe
1, bounded that

*Ie the wench turned eilly,”” exclaimed the
lﬂ[‘." something angrily, ** that s
v orders, and return at recular he
¢ be turning eilly,” said Elle
mysteriously ; * or she miay be turning too
and 1 think it were as well your l1ad

soked to what, Elles ¢ ? " gaid the
i *You are strangely o
morning. If you know any thing to the pre
g woman, I pray you speak it o
21" gaid Ellesmere;
man, woman, or ck
vant; only I wish your ]
about you, and use your own eyes—
“You me use my own
but 1 suspect,”” answe
be better
your spec s. I charge you—and you
will be obeye ee you 1o tell me w
know or su about this girl, Deba
biteh.”
1 gee thron
dignant #
in that, f
belonged to 1
your e
\} woman above Lix‘.\'ﬂ'zl
And

for a8 yo

Ing to that place ; and it =0 happe 11s’LI tha
hus often met the Major, ag they call him,

for he can w about now like
1 I warrant you she hiath not been
vay at least, for

serve yourseif,

hath had any thing in

ce of money, no doubt yeur

o readily adopted the mors
red construction of the governante's
ching at the idea of'a
appearaunce, striet
being su

tion by a frequent

danghter during the few days which
o little Alice &

wh had follow ed

ed, when an hoar

during which

reared,

1 as for a journey;
ssed to herself,
1ere, rode away

o remarkable in

rned; but

t and orderly

sle to act hast-

! the least appearance of
13 concerned, excited surprise

her letter hastily open,
1ed the following linesi—

whle and Honoréd

or ulhl 18, in re-
ims it becomes onr frail na-
s our own imperfections, than
Neither do 1 mean

ible that if 1
when our ITerael

1t measure
meeling (secing

¢ of strife is
people), I do en-
rdon my enticing
young woman called

whose nurture, instructed a8
er your lady *g direction, 18
{h of my dear-

dam, with yout

ghould have reé:

er your kind

rn betwixt zood

1t tome lt ourl
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nd avil, that it shonld be matter of conscience to
teach ber the way in which ehe should go. For
it not unknown to yonr ladyship, and in no
way do I'speak it reproachfully, but rather sorrow-
fully, that & person so excellently gifted as your-
self—I mean tonching natnral gualities—has not
yet received that true t, which is a lamp to the
paths, bnt are contented to etumble in darkness,
and among the graves of dead men. It hasbeen
rer in the watches of the night, that your
]amsinp ghonld ceaze from the (Iﬂctrmc which
causeth to err; but I grieve to say, that our can-
dlestick being about to belu‘.:mud. the land wi
most likely be involved in deeper dark: han
ever; and the return of the Kin to w hich I and
many looked forward i
favor, eeems to prove little else 1i| D a pumllt\ 1
trinmph of the Prince of the Air, who
about to restore his Vanity-fair of Bishops, deans,
and such like, extruding the peaceful m\un ers
of the word, whose labors have proved faithful to
5 50, heari from a sure
htm' ! '1' commission has gone forth 0
b dogs, the followers of Land and of
who we i rth by the late Par-
liament, and that an A " Conformity, or rather
of defo [ wor s to be expected, it
om l“t wrath to come, and
1ay dwell in peace,
For who \R:Jl‘l.l

" the w
madam,

i‘.au caron
wherein my love of
respect to your la
me, ButI trust it
am now about to abse
m)' lmm z'.m‘. Ihu hou
deth the duost of those
I have also torer
after the wor

*¢ bitter to the t
: to rent farther
s better ti

main iu:l I ;
gelf, Is el I of the ri
Master Joachi in ] an attorr
Chester, v ill 1 i vith such
tion to Sir Geo jnsti
the duee

o mt
ments of my
the means

especial, that which is over all others, namely, the
true know e of His way,
: *1 remain,
* Your devoted servant to command,
“* RALPH DRIDGENORTH.
W Written at Moult Tall, this tenth
day of Ju 21

So soon as Lady Peveril had perused this long
and singular homily, in which it seemed to her
that her neighbor showed more spirit of religious
fanaticiem than she conld have supposed him pos-
sessed of, she looked up and beheld Ellesmere,—
with a countenance in which mortification, and
an affected air of contempt, seemed to strugyle
together,—who, tired with walching the expres-
sion of her mistresg’s countenance, applied for
copfirmation of her icions in plain terms,

**T euppose, madam," eaid the waiting-wo-
man, ““the [anatic fool intends to marry the

They gay he goes to shift the country.

re -t indeed ; for, besides that the

whole neigl rhood wonld s 1 him to scorn,
I shonld not Le surprised 1J Lance Outram, the
¢ him a buck’s head to bear; for that

asion for your spite at
present, E 2, replied her Ja % My letter
s lmthin: of bm it would appear
o to leave
ke ¢
ly glad of it, f\)i‘

** gaid Elles-
.(L or the r\' the whole
And your la
be married to hin
should be s
ing to do w

f led to recom-
jewel 1(. me; and then, to
ndle away her ra

“IJ‘ut \~ 1 * gaid tm-‘
let Whi 1l he 3 which ghe

%1 know who is
and wounld spoi

ere, when I
t tell Mra. Deb-
, and fo offer
renorth for his

reply, but
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When Ellesmere had withdrawn, Lady Peveril
began to reflect, with much feeling of compas-
gion, on the letter of Major Bridgenorth; a per-
gon in whom there were iinly many excellent
qualities, but whom a series of domestic mis-
fortunes, and the increasing gloom of a sincere,
yet stern feeling of devotion, rendered lonely and
unhappy; and she had more than one anxious
thought for the happiness of the little Alice,
brought np, as she was likely to be, under such a
father. Still the removal of Bridgenorth was, on
the whole, a desirable event; for while he re-
mained at the Hall, it was but too likely that
some accidental collision with Sir Geofirey might
give rige to a rencontre betwixt them, more fatal
than the last had been.

In the meanwhile, she could not help express-
ing to Doctor Dummerar her surprise and sorrow,
that all which she had done and attempted, to
establish peace and unauimity betwixt the con-
tending factions, had been perversely fat to
turn out the very reverse of what she had aimed
at.

“But for my unhappy invitation,” she said,
“ Bridgenorth wonld not have been at the Castle
on the morning which succeeded the feagt, would
not have seen the Countess, and would not have
incurred the resentment and opposition of my
hugband. And but for the King’s return, an
event which was eo anxiously expected as the
termination of all our cala:

» lady nor ourselves had
this new path of difficnlty and danger.”

s Honored madam,” said Doctor Dummerar,
« were the affairs of this world to be g
plicitly by human wisdom, or were tl
Iy to fall out according to the cor of human
foresicht, events would no longer be under the
domination of that time and chanee, which hap-
pen unto all men, gince we should, in tl'v one
case, work ount onr own purposes )
by our own ekill, and in the
conduct according to the views c
gcience. But man ig, while in this vale of te

an uninstrncted bowler, go to speak,
iks to attain the yy delivering his b
it forward upon i'., being izmorant that
there is a concea ?,‘1 {‘ 2 ypheroid,
which will-make 7y SWeErve
away, and lose

Having epo}

Doctor took h

de to th

bowls with W 3
gested this notable L 1 of the uncerts
cours=e (« n events.

Tyo days WA
had waited at Vale-

Conntess's 1 ely embarked

then had pe ward to his

Dame Margaret. O s way, he k

gome of his 1 , the mode in w
lady had conducted the entertainment which

had given to the neighborhood at lis order; and

notwithstanding the great deference he usuaily
showed in cases where Lady Peveril was con-
cerned, he heard of her liberality towards the
Presbyterian party with great indignation,
*1 could have admitted Bridgenorth,” he said,
* for he ¥& bore him in neighborly and kindly
fashion till this last career—I could have endared
him, go he wonld haye drunk the King's health,
like a true man—hut to bring lhdt gnufiling
scoundrel Solsgrace, with all his begearly, long.
ared cong tion, to hold a conventicle in my
father’s house—to let them domineer it as they
listed—why, I would not have permitted them
guch liberty, when they held their head the high-
est! They never, in the worst of times, found
any way into Martindale Castle but what Nell's
cannon made for them; and, that they shonld
come and cant there, when good King Charles is
returned—By my hand, Dame Margaret shall hear
ofit!"
But, notwithstanding these ireful resolutions,
recentment altogether subsided in the honest
br , when he gaw the fair featares ol
Mm,cd with affectionate joy at his re-
turn in gafety. As he fook her in his arms #nd
cave her ere he mentioned her

he knave “hh me, Meg,”

he said, ‘
same time, * and thou ‘r:u;m'c st i"l what manner;
E-‘\L I think thom art true churchwoman, and
t only act from some silly womanish fancy of
»eping fair with these rogmish Roundbeads,
t let me have no more of this. I had rathez
Martindale Casile were again run.h_vﬂlcirbulletﬁ.
than receive vy of the knaves in the way of
f]‘]('l!‘fl‘ﬂli{\—l always except Ralph Bridgenorth
of the Hall, if he should come to his senges

again.”

~ Lady Peveril was here under the necessity'of
explaining what she had heard of Master Bridge-
north—the disappearance of the governante with
i Bridgenorth's letter in
- Geoffrey shook his head at firsg
d extremely, at the idea that there

shorah.
end of a dissenter,” he said,
own maid-servant, or some other
1 iz a good likely wench, and
de m thirty, as I shonld think.?
id the Lady Peveril, * yon are
smere—I believe it but 1o

1 answered the EKnight,

‘: women are ete thinking of children ; but
mongs men, da n,u.\ one caresses the infant
ﬁ naid : and where's

» the harm either, if Bridgenorts

ich? Her father is a sub-
¢ hag had the same

eld —as good a pedigres
-andson of a Chesterfield

a8 that of the g o
But let us hear what he savd

brewer, 1 trow.
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for himgelf—I shall spell it out if there is any
roguery in the letter about love and liking,
thongh it might escape your innocence, Dame
Margare
The knight ‘of the Peak began to pernse the
Jetter accordingly, but was much embarrassed by
ke pecnliar language in which it was couched.
“What he means by moving of candlesticks, and
breaking down of carved work in the chu:d., I
cannot guess; unless he means to bring back the
larze silver candlesticks which my grandsire gave
to be placed on the altar at Martindale-Moult
gie: and which his crop-eared friends, like sacri-
lezions villains as they are, siole and melted
down. And in like manner, the only breaking I
know of, was when they pulled down the rails of
the eommunion table (for which some of their fin-
gers are hot enongh Dby this time), and when the
brass ornaments were torn down from the Peveril
monuments; and that was breaking and remov-
ing with a vengeance. However, dame, the up-
shot is, that poor Bridgenorth is going to leave
the neighborhood. 1am truly sorry for it, though
I never saw him oftener than once-a-day, and
never spoke to him above two words. But I see
how it is—that little shake by the shoulder sticks
in his stomach ; and yet, Meg, 1 did but lift him
out of the saddle as I rht have lifted thee into
it, Margaret—I was careful not to hurt him; and
1did not think his in point of honor as
to mind such a tk h; but I see plainly
where his sore lies; and I warrant you I will
v that he stays at the Hall, and that you
get back Julian's e companion, Faith, I am
sorry myself at the thou of losing the baby,
ving to choose another ride when it i
ther, than round by the Hall, with

> gaid
* that you could come to a recon-
ith thig worthy man, for snch I must
hull Master Pku‘.ge north to be

% ’nL Eu, i ood a

4 'll.li}‘lt 4 conclusion g0 de-

izht, * thon
I know foot

little of & :
ll sec him go as sound

pon, and you s
as ever."

Lady Peveril had, from her sincere aff
end sound sense, agFood & right to ¢laim the
confidence of her husbar i
byshire : and,
truth, she had more anxiety to know his pn:
than her sens xparate duties
permitted her in general to entertain, ‘SBhe could

e what mode of reconeiliation with his
7 (no wery acute judge of

2) could have devised,

ed to her; and she felt

iety lest the ‘means resorted to

sen as to render the breach
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=ather wider. Bat Sir Geoffrey wonld give no
opening for farther inquiry. He had been loug
enough colonel of a regiment abroad, to value
himself on the right of ute command at
home; and to all the hints which his lady’s in-
genuity could devise and throw ont, he .nly an-
swered, ‘*Patience, Dame Margaref, patience.
This is no case for thy handling. Thou shalt
know enongh on’t by and by, dame.—Go, look to
Julian, Will the boy never have done crying for
Iack of that little eprout of a Roundhead ? But we
will have little Alice back with us in two or three
d and all will be well again.”

As tlie good Enight spoke these words, a post
winded his horn in the court, and a large packet
was brought in, addressed to the worshipful Sir
Geoffrey Peveril, Justice of the Peace, and so
forth ; for he had been placed in anthority go soon
as the King’s Restoration was put upon a settled
basis. Upon opening the packet, which he did
with no small feeling of importance, he found
that it contained the warrant which he had soli-
cited for replacing Doctor Dummerar in the pa

Few incidents could bave given more delight
to Sir Geoffrey. He could forgive a stout able-
hunlm! Lcch y or non-conformist, who enforced

by downright blows on
and cunirasses of himself and other
Bul he re bered with most vin-
nuumn: of Hugh
ln« ; and for
tishing betwixl
he \d "lH who mounted a

]m‘[nt withont \'.'an.zut from the Church of E
land—perhaps he might also in private except
that of Rome—to be disturbers of the public tran-
quillity—seducers of the congrezation from their
lawful preachers—instigators of the late Civil War
—aund men well disposed to risk the fate of a new

one,
Then, on the oth

he saw nmh
pla his old friend and associate
er, the worthy Doctor Dum-
and in the ease
He communicated

land. She pointed this Hut to S]r Gurmu;\-’, m.':\.
endeavored to pe e him that a door was now
opened to reconc ion with his neighbor, by

; took place on Saint
: Bartholomew. Twa
Ta Were on .l at day displaced and
The p mahr indeed had
, or subscribe ce
it honor, Calamy
prics, and :many ot
ineries and other pi
ted to deprivation in pre

and Keyn




i8 WAVERLEY NOVELS.

execnting the commission which he had received
in an easy and moderate manuer, after due del:
and with all respect to the feelings both ol 8
grace and his congregation, which circnmstanc
ritted of. This, the lady arzued, wo H be do-
ing no iujury whatever to Doctor I
nay, might be the means of reconciling ms
his ministry, who might otherwise be d
with it for ever, by the premature expuw.sion of a
favorite preacher.
There was much wisdom, ag well as modera-
tion, in this advice; and, at another time, Sir
y would have had sense enough to have
adopted it. But who can act comyposedly or pra-
dently in .1'(, hour of trinmph? The ejection of
s so hastily executed, as to give
ippearance of persecutic more
ered, it was the resto pred-
ecesgor to his lepal rights. So
seemed to be desirous to make his suffering
st as possible. He held out to the ]
and on the Sabbath after he had received ir
tion of his ejection, attempted fo m
to the pu s usnal, supportec
Vin-the-

the one side, Doctor Du
pontifcs l!\. 1:. a sgorg nf 1’][
anied by Pever
anbo mm‘ ’1.1&
other.

ther appre e

which was effected without fi r de than

a blumu head, inflicte ¢ Roger Raine, the
per of lm' Peveril \ upon

x¢ being by
both in pru
good-natuar

prisone

1 much no
as the avenne of Monltrs
they chose for the place of t

But the absenee of 8ir Geoffrey zave the reln

to some dizorders, which, if present, he would

rredly have restrained. Some of the minigter s

torn and flung as treascnable

E, by the zealous parish-officers

gistante, A quantity of his ale waa

drunk up in healths to 1[.@ King aud Peveril of

the Peak. And, finally, the boys, who bore the

ex-parson no good-will for his tyrannical inters

ference with their games at ekittles, foot-ball,

and so forth, and, moreover, remembered the un-

merciful length of his sermons, dressed up an efs

ficy with his Geneva gown and band, and his

steeple-crowned hat, which they paraded through

the village, and burned on the spot whilom ocen-

pied by a etately Maypole, which Solsgrace had

formerly hewed down with his own reverend
hands,

Sir Geoffrey was vexed at all this, and sent to

bad lost; but the vinistical divine

replied, * From a 1 to a shoe-latchet, I will

not take any thing that i3 thine. Let the shame
of the work of i 8 abide with thee.”

Cor z , indeecd, arose acainst

] ving proceeded with in-

dec severity te upon this occasgion;

and romor ook ke the usnal additions

ntly reported, that

1 of the Peak, hed

ation, while en-

ed in the peaceable exercise of religion, with

d of armed men—bhad slain some, desper-

y wounded y more, and finally pursued

the preacher to which he burned to

gronnd. Some alleged the clergyman had

red in the flames; and the most mitigated

ore, that he had only been able to escapa

ging his gown, c:",?,‘w:‘ band, near a win-

dow, in suc u a manner as to deceive them with

the ides 3 persor ing still surrounded by

flames, while he himself fled by the back partof

the house, And although few people believed in

the extent of the at s imputed to our

honest Caval Ln” yot Lhu mourh of obloquy a4t

tached to 8 conscqilences,

as the re¢ d of om

CHAPTER IX.

el .
3 axp No Ki%Ge

TOR: r this forcible expulsion
rom the vi . Mr. Solsgrace continned his
¢-the natural
dant on his sitnation added to
owner of the mansion, Inthe
e made excursions ta
ohborhood, to whom
table in the days of
teful recollecs
sympathy and

been accej
his prosperity, and from whi
tions of that period he now lound
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goreaation. He did not require to be condoled
with, becanse he was deprived of an easy and
competent maintenance, and thrust ont upon the
common of life, after he had reason to supy
he would be no longer liable to snch mutations
of fortune. The piety of Mr. Sulserace was sin-
cerg; and if he had many of the uncharitable
prejudices against other sects, which polemical
controversy had generated, and the Civil War
Hrought to a head, he had also that deep sense of
daty, by which enthusisem is so often dignified,
and held his very life little, if called upon to lay
it down in attestation of the doctri
ne believed. But he was gcon to prepare for
leaving the district which Heaven, he conceived,
had assizgned to him a corner of the vine
he was to abandon his flock to the wolf—was to
forsake those with whom he had held sweet coun-
gel in religi communion—was to leave the re-
cently converted to relapse into false doctrines,
and fo , Whom bis continued
CAres m into the right patbh,—
ese were of themselves deep causes of sorrow,
, doubtless, by those natural

feelings w which all men, especially those

whose daties or habits have confined them toa
1 the separation f:n“] wonted

limited circle, re
scenes, and their s
musings, or socia
There was, inde
grace at the head o
tion in his pr 7
wonld have re to endow with a
Bl ﬂlLlL]l[ reven T the act for uni-
vers for 728 not 3 ad, such a
ure Jemranﬂ !u he ‘mncn
iion emon
5 was it I

red nu' mglv
7 rable,—for,
ps more conseqnence than was
a{tmh att “,md te him or his productions, he
conceived ht to be his mortal and
determine he nlw cone
iie should
inz himesell from Der h\':!:
gy known ]‘1*Ix'r< " he said, ““though
perhaps more worthy of the name, may be per-
DlllIL.Ll to hle th
ret wilds, and to them ghs
Ing of the grapes of T-'u‘a"-l;‘.n be better I}nn
the vintage of ; But I, that have go often
ed the banner for 1]1 ag 1|n~t, the michty—I,
whose tongne hath testified, morning and even-
ing, like the wat an upon the tower, against
Popery, Prelacy, and the tyrant of the Peak—for
me to abide here, were but to bring the sword of
bloody vengeance amongst you, that the shep-
herd might be smitten, and the sheep scattered.
The shed blood have already iled me,
even within that ground which they themsélves
call coneec "]L'cs have seen the
&calp of the righteous broken, as he defended my

canse. Therefore, T will put on my sandals, and
gird my loing, and depart to a far country, and
there do as my duty shall call npon me, whet
it be to act or to suffer —to bear test
the stake or in 1:‘.@ pulpit.”
Such were me
expressed to his desponding fri
he expatiated upon at more length v
Bridgenorth; not fa with friendly zeal, to
rebuke the Lmlc which the latter had shown to
thrust ont the hand of fellowship to the Amal
ite woman, whereby he reminded him, ** He had
been rendered her slave and bondsman for a sea-
son, 1 nson, betrayed by Delilah, and might
have remained longer in the house of Dagon, had
not Heaven pointed to him a way out of the
suare. Also, it eprung originally from the Ma-
Jjor’s going up to feast in the high p]:’l".‘t‘ of I :
'\ut he who was the champion of the truth we
n down, and put to shame b\' the enemy,
even in the pres nee of the host.”
ning to give some of-
ter
(.["Fr man, ru hmr of his own mishaps
» same time to have them imputed to
mizconduct, the worthy divine proceeded ta
to himself for his own sinful com-
n that matter; for to the vengeance justly
af .mlm[ Py (_mn at Martindale Castle
of peace when there
the tents of sin),

2 shame

of his most pithy and hiz
ity, with the loss of his
and n‘M, and a double hogshead of
ce Derhy ale
¥ enorth was strongly
eeling, which
misfortunes had rendered more deep and =o
and it is therefore no wonder, that, when
heard these argnn in and ag

new a confessor in the cause of their joint
th, he began to look k with disapproval on
his own' conduet, and to suspect that he had per-
mitted himself to be geduced gratitude towards
Lady Peveril, and by her gpec il arguments in fa-
vor of a mutual and tolerating liberality of senti-
ments, ‘u'r(: an ﬂ(';ion wl._z !m‘ a te .dt-un" to
com;j
One mm‘u:nz_ as .‘J
ried 1

a pu.»;mc w l,uh, hv\ mmn.ll association, re
to him the memory of former times, and
ings with ch he was wont to exy
curring visit of Sir Geoffrey, who brought h
news of his child’s welfare,—* Sarely,” he said,
thinking, as {t were, aloud, *there was no gin in
lie k with which I then rezarded that
man.”

ce, who was in the apartment, and

gh his friend’s miud
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scquainted as he was with every point of his his-
tory, replied—* When God cansed Elijah to be
fed by ravens, while hiding at the brook Cherith,
we hear not of his fondling the unclean birds
whom, contrary to their ravening nature, a mira-
cle compelled to minister to him.”

“It may be go0,” answered Bridgenorth, ** yet
the flap of their wings must have been gracious in
{lie ear of the famished prophet, like the tread of
his horse in mine. The ravens, doubtless, re-
gamed their nature when the geason was passed,
and even o it has fared with him.—Hark 1™ he
exclaimed, starting, ‘I hear his horse's hoof-
tramp even now.”

1t was seldom that the echoes of that silent
house and court-vard were awakened by the
trampling of horses, but such was now the case

Both Bridgenorth and Solsgrace were surprised
at the sound, and even disposed to anticipate
some farther op ion on the part of govern-
ment, when the Mgjor's old servant introduced,
with litile ceremony (for his manners were nearly
as plain as his m: ), a tall gentleman, on the
farther side of middle life, whose vest and cloak,
long hair, glouched hat and drooping feather,
announced him as a Cavali He bowed formally,
but courteously, to both gentlemen, and gaid that

er Cranbourne, charged with an
especial me
Moultrassie-Hall, by
Geoffrey Pevl
quested to know whet
would be pleased to receiv
miszion here or elsewher

‘ Any thing i v Peveril can
have to say Lo me,” north, * may
be told instantly, and hefor
whom I have no secrets.”

“ The presence of any other friend were, instead

most 1o be desired,

ment's hesitation, and look

# hut this gentleman seems to be a sort of cler
man."”

T am not conscious of any secrefs,” answered
Brideenorth, “nor do I desire to have in
which a clergyman is an unfitting cor ant.’

# At your pleasure,” replied Sir Jasper.
confidence, for aught I know, may be well enough
chosen, for your divines (alwa under your favor)
have proved no enemics to guch matters a8 I am
to treat with yon upon.”

v Proceed, sir,” answered Mr. B

“and 1 pray you to be seated, unle

“T mnst,in the i
my small commigsi
drawing himeelf up ; **and it will be after I have
seen the reception thereof, thut I shall know
vhether 1 am, or am not, to sit down at Monl-
trassie-Hall,—Sir Geoffrey Peveril, Master B
north, hath carefully considered with himself the
pnhappy circumstances which at present gcparate
you as neighbors. And he remembers many

passages in former times—I speak his very words
—which incline him to do all that can possibly
consist with his honor, to wipe out unkinduess
between you; and for this desirable object, he iz
willing to condescend in a degree, which, as you
conld not have expected, it will no doubt give you
great pleasure to learn.”

v Allow me to say, Sir Jasper,” said Bridge
north, * that this is unnecessary, I have made ne
complaints of 8ir Geoffrey—I have required na
gubmission from him—JI am about to leave this
country ; and what affairs we may have togetber,
can be as well settled by others as by our

3

« In a word,” said the divine, ** the worthy Me-
jor Bridgenorth hath bad enough of trafiicking
with {he ungodly, and will no longer, on any
terms, consort with them.”

 Gentlemen both,’ said Sir Jasper, with im-
perturbable politeness, bowing, * you greatly
mistake the tenor of my commission, which yon
will do as well to hear out, before making auy
reply to it.—I think, Master Bridgenorth, you
cannot but remember your letter to the Lady
Peveril, of which I have here a .rongh copy, in
whieh you complain of the hard m re which
you have re 1at Sir Geofirey's hand, and, in
illed you from your horse

r Geofirey thinks
at, were it not for
descent and rank

at or near Ha
g0 well of you,

and your ow

this matter 1tleman-1

the only mode whereby your stain may be hon-
orably wiped away. Wherefore, in this slight
note, he generosity, the offer of
what you, in your modesty (for to nothing else
does he impute your acquiescence), have declined
to demand of And withal, T bring you thé
measnure of his weapon; and when you, have ac-
cepted the c 1 which I now offer you, I shall be
ready to scttle the time, place, and other circum-

‘And I, ! . with a solemn voice,
s ghould the Aunthor of Evil tempt my friend to
accept of so bloodthirsty a propoesal, would be the
first to pronounce against 1 sentence of the
greater ¢ communication.”

% Tt ig not you whom I address, reverend sir,
replied the envoy; '* your interest, not unnatu-
rally, may determine you to be more anxious abont
your patron’s life than about his honor. 1 must
know, from himself, to which /i¢ i8 disposed to
give the preference.” .

So saying, and with a eraceful bow, he azain
tendered the challenge to Major Pridgzenorth,
There was obviously a & le in that genile-
man’s bosom, between the suggestions of human
honor and those of religious principle; but the
latter prevailed vaived receiving the
paper which § . to him, and spokse
tothe following purpose :—** It may not be kno_wn
to you, Sir Jasper, that since the general powring
ont of Christian lizht npon this kingdom, mind
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solid men have been led to doubt whether the
shedding buman blood by the hand of a fellow-
creature be in any respect justifiable. And
although this rale appears to me to be scarcely
jle to our state in this stage of trial, see-
guch non-resistance, if general, wounld
gurrender our civil and us rights into the
hands of whatsoever daring tyrants might usurp
the same; yet T am, and have been, inclined to
Jimit the nse of carnal arms to the case of nec
sary sclf-defence, whether such regards our own
person, or the protection of our country against
tnvasion; or of our rights of property, and the
freedom of onr laws and of our conscience,
agninst usurping power. And as I have never
ghown mysell unwilling to draw my sword in any
of the latter canses, co you ehall excuse my suf-
fering it new to remain the scabbard, when,
havine snstained a grievous injury, the man
who inflicted it summons me to combat, either
upen an idle punctilio, or, as is more likely, in
mete bravado.”

“Y have heard you with patience,” said Sir
Jasper: “and now, Master Bridgenorth, take it
not amiss, if T beseech you to bethink yourself
better on this matter. I vow to Heaven, sir, that
your honor lies a-bleeding; and thatin con

to afford you this fair meeting,

thereby giving yomn some ¢ to stop its
wounds, Sir Geo has been moved by a tender
gense of y ion, and an earnest wish to
redeem your dishonor. And it will be but the
crossing of your blade with his honored sword
for the space of some few minutes, and you will
either live or die a noble and honored gentleman,
Besides, that the Knizht's exquisite skill of fence
may enable him, as his good-nature will incline
him, to disarm yon with some flesh wound, little
to the damage of your person, and atly to the
benefit of

. gaid Mas-
nment-
had uttered

ter Solsgrace, emph
inx on this

tion from
your reverence,” said : *““especially as
I think this affair very litile concerns you ; and I
entreat that you permit me to discharge myself
rezularly of my commission from my worthy
friend.*
ok his sheathed rapier from hig
ing the point throngh the silk thread
which seeured the letter, he once more, and lit-
erally at sword point, gracefully tendered it to
Major Bridrenorth, who again waived it aside,
thoueh co § at the same time, as if he
was putt 1etraint upon himself—
drew back, and made Sir Jasper Cranbouarne a
deep bow.

“Qinee it ig to be thns,™ said Sir Jasper, 1
must myself do violence to theseal of Sir Geof-
frey’s letter, and read it to you, that I may fully
Acquit myself of the cnarge intrusted to me, and
make you, Master Bridgenorth, equally aware of

a marked

the generous intentions of Sir Geoffrey on your
behalf.”

“If” said Major Bridgenorth, *'the contents
of the letter be to no other purpose than you have
intimated, methinks farther ceremo §

on this occasion, as I have alr
course,”

“ Nevertheless,” said Sir Jasper, breaking
open the letter, it is fitting that Iread to you the
letter of my worshipful friend.” And he read ac-
cordingly as follows:

- For the worthy kands of Ralph Bridgenortl,
Esguire, of Moultrassie-Hall— These:

he honored conveyance of the Worshipful

asper Cranbourne, Knight of Long-Mal-

* MasTER BRIDGENORTH,

“We have been given to understand by your
etter to onr loving wife, Dame Marcaret Peveril,
hat you hold hard éor tion of eertain pa

betwixt yon and I, of a late date, as if your
ghould have heen, in some sort, prejudiced

by what then took place. And although youhave
not thou it fit to have direct recourse to me,
to request such eatisfaction as is due from one
rentleman of © fon to another, yet I am fally
led t this procceds only from modesty,
out of the dizstinction of our degree, and

"k of that conraze which you have here-

layed, I would I could say in a good

refore T am purposed to give you, by

r Cranbourne, a meeting, for

ke of doinz that which doubtless you en-

long for, Sir Jasper will deliver you the
length of my weapon, and appoint circumestances
and an hour for our meeting; which, whether
—on foot or horseback—with rapier

sword—I refer to yourself, with all the

1er privil of a challenged person; only de-

i that if you decline to match my weapon,
you will send me forthwith the length and breadth
of your own. Andnething doubting thatthe i
of this meeting must n be to end, in one ¥
ov other, all unkindness betwixt two near neigh-
bors,

T remain,
“ Your humble servaut to command,
“ GEOFFREY PEVERIL OF THE PEAK.
n my poor hounse of Martindals
astle, thissame — of , &ixteen hundred and

¢ Bear back my respects to Sir Geoffrey Pey-
eril.” gaid Major Bridgenorth. * Accerding to his
light, his meaning may be fair toward me ; but tell
iim that our quarrel had its rise in his own wilfal
aoression towards me; and that though I wish te
ty with all mankind, I am not so wed-
ded to his friendship as to bre of God,
and run the risk of suffering or committing mur
der, in order to regain it. And for ye gir, me-
hinks your advanced years 4 past misfortunes
might teach you the folly of coming on such idle
errands.”




