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his atm more than half, to intimate that the dis-
tance wuas cons ‘enella looked grave
shook her head, and pointed to the Conntess’s win-
fow, which was visible from the spot where they
gtood. Peveril smiled, and nodded, to intimate
there was no danger in quitting her mistress for &

mind to i wi 0 a hedge, where he fell on
is knees, and began to pray to God with all the ve

form of a bull, but
DMias ,w]lcre‘

id, seemed to s

ibly disap
her uts

W

'
his

Id meke, wi

wund how long he

ghort space, The little maiden next touched an
eagle's feather which she wore in her hair, a sigo
which she ngually employed to desiznate the Earl,
and then looked inqaisitively at Julian once mare,
as if to say,  Goes he with you #" Peveril shook
his head, and, eomewhat wearied by these inter-

had been coming. He, who before langhed atall the stories told
me & convert, and belioved as much as ever
As to circles In the grass, and the
] feet among the snow, I cannot deny but 1
frequently, s nes thought T heard a whistle,
as though in my ear, whe t could make it was
For my shall not pretend to determine if such
anices have any re ¥y O 1 @ effect of the ima
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rogatories, smiled, and made an effort, 1o pass.
Fenella frowned, struck the end of her ebony rod
perpent ly on the ground, and again shook
her head, as if opposing his departure. But [
Ing that Julian persevered in his purpose, she
guddenly assumed another and a milder mood,
held him by the skirt of his cleak with one hand,
and raized the other in an imploring attitude,
whilst every lm ure of her lively countenance
o the like expression of enppli-
k eyes, which
eeemed in general so keen and piercing as almost
to over-ar here to which they
belonged, seeme d q‘.l' d, for the moment, in
the | hich hung on her long eye-lashes
but w i|].ult| fulling.
Julian Peve
pathy tov

o yoid of sym-
in op-

r from b
whose mc
I to he he
yprehension for her mi
avored to reassure her by smiles, and, at the
1 18 as he could devise, to
no danger, and
ng suce

tit
about to spring

(}EE

poor 1

» him the
the pencil v v carried
wrote on tt A
stop me $ "

“There is danger aronnd the Countess,”

the answer instantly wrillen down; **but there
is much mor * OWn purpose "
"iluw’*—\\. t?—what know you of my par
pose? " said Julian, forgetting, in his surprise
that lhv p.t:t\- he adc ed had neither ear tq
comprehend, nor voice to reply, to uattered lan-
guage. She had regained her book in the mean-
time, and sketched, with a rapid pencil, on one of
the leaves, a scene which she showed toJulian, Ta
infinite surprise he recogniged Goddard Cro-
van’s Stone, a remarkable monument, of which
she had given the outline with sufficient accura-
¢y ; together with a male and female figure,
which, though only indicated by a few slight
touches of the pencil, bore yet, he thonght, some
resemblance to himsell and Alice Bridgenorth,
When he had gazed on the sketch for an in-
etant with eurprise, Fenella took the book from
his hand, laid ger upon the drawing, and
slowly and st y shook her head, with a frown
which seemed the meeting which was
there repre , however, though dis-

nsed to submit to

5. By whatever

1 from the Count-

acquainted with a
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H: sgaw her, however, perfectly safe, though her
face seemed inflamed and distorted with passion.
She stamped at him with her foot, shook her
clenched hand, and turning her back upon him,
without farther adien, ran up the rude steps as
lightly as a kid could have tripped up that rugged
ascent, and pansed for a moment at the summit
of the first flizht.

Julian could feel nothing but wonder and com-
pagsion for the impotent passion of a being so un-
fortunately circumstanced, cut off, ag 1t were, from
the rest of mankind, and inmpuble of receiving
in childhood that moral disciy pline which teaches
us mastery of onr wayward passzions, ere yet they
have attained their meridian strengih and vio-
lence, He waved his hand to her, in token of
amicable farewell ; but she only replied Ly once
more menacing him with her little hand clenched ;
and then ascending the rocky staircase with al-
most preternatural speed, was soon out of si

Julian, on his part, gave no farther con
tion to her conduct or its motives, but has
to the village on the mainland, where the
of the Castle were sitnated, he again took his pal-
frey from the stall, and was soon mounted and on
his way to the appointed place of rendezvons,
much marvelling, as he ambled forward with
speed far greater than was promised by the di-
minntive size of the animal he was mounted on,
what could have happened to produce so great a
change in Alice’s conduct tow: him, that in
place of enjoi his abgence as usus
ommending his departure from the island,
should nmow volunterily invite him to a meeting.
Under impression of the various doubts which
succeeded each ot i
times pressed Fairy’s sides with his
times laid his holly rod lightly on her nec
times incited her by his voice, for the mettled
animal needed neither whip nor spur, and achieved
the distance betwixt the Castle of Holm-Peel and
the stone of Goddard Crovan, at the rate of twelye
miles within the hour.

The mopumental stone, designed to commem-
orate some feat of an ancient King of Man, which
hm'l 1:0\-;1 long forgotten, was cl'(‘t.‘l.:d on the side

glen, secluded
from uhur"\.u.nu by the L*r'vpn of its banks
upon a projection of which stood the fall, -‘1:"30
y rock, frowning, like a shronded
he brawling of the small rivalet which

3l the ravine,

e

CHAPTER XVIIL

And t

There's
OLD PLAY.
Asg he approached the monnment of Goddard
Crovan, Julian cast many ng glance to
sce whether any object e the hnge
gray stone should apprize him, whether he was

anticipated, at the appointed place of rendezvous,
by her who had named it. Nor was it long before
the flutter of a mantle, which the breeze slizchtly
waved, and the motion necessary to replace it
upon the wearer’s shoulders, made him aware
that Alice had already reached their place of meet-
ing. One instant get the palfrey at liberty, with
elackened girths and loosened reins, to pick its
own way through the dell at will ; another placed
Julian Peveril by the gide of Alice Bridgenorth.

That Alice shounld extend her hand to her lov-
er, as with the ardor of a young greyhound he
bounded over the obstacles of the rugzed path,
was as natural as that Julian, geizing on the hand
go kindly stretched out, shonld devour it with

cisses, and, for ﬂmnmvnt or two, withont repre-
1‘.9155'.0.1: while on the other hand, which should
have aided in the liberation of its fellow, served
to hide the blushes of the fair owner. But Alice,
young as she was, and attached to Julian by such
long habits of kindly intimacy, still km,\v well
how to subdue the tendency of her own treacher-
ons affections.

** This is not right,” she eaid, extricating her
hand from Julian's grasp, ** this is not right, Ju-
lian. JfI have been too rash in admitting such a
meeting as the prE"cnt, it is not you that should
make me gensible of my folly.”

Aulian Peveril’s mind had been early illum-
ir‘f‘d m[h that touch of romantic fire which de-
n of ishness, and confers on it
1 and refined tone of generous and disin-
He let go the hand of A
ith as much respect as he conld have paid to that
of a princess ; and when she geated herself upon
arocky fragment, over which nature had stretched
a cushion of moss and lichen, interspersed with
wild flowers, backed with a bush of copsewood,
he took his place beside her, indeed, bat at such
distance as to intimate the duty of an attendant,
who was there only to hear and to obey. Alice
Bridgenorth became more assured as she observed
the power which she possessed over her lover;
and the self-command which Peveril exhibited,
which other damsels in her situation might have
judged inconsistent with intensity of passion,
appreciated more justly, as a proof of his res
ful and disinterested sincerity. St
addresging him, the tone of confider
rather belonged to the scenes of their early s
quaintance, than to those v
twixt them since P rveril had ¢
tion, and th
intercounrse.
& ronr
£, has dis m‘ me much.
r—it has endangered you.
g, I resolved that you should know this,
un:i blame me not if I have taken a bold and im-
prudent step in de this solitary interview,
gince you are aware how little poor Deborah is to
be trusted.”
“Can you fear mi

construction from me,
Alice?"

ied Peveril, warmly; “from me
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“And can i go, Ali “L"‘ gaid the
i[!‘.]n:_' man,
you bid u
, which
Y g, I am
huul.-l {0 show my face fo, meanly abandon my
parents, my friends, moy country—snfler the ex-
jatence of ‘evils which I might aid to prevent—
forego the prospect of doing guch little good as
might be in my power- fall from an active and
honorable station, into the condition of a fugi-
tive and time-sel —Can yott bid me do all tI
Alice? 1 you bid me do all thi id, in the
game breath, bid farewell for ev you and hap-
i der at

s e could
not suppres3 a ¢ id so—** there is
po remedy—n we mizht
have bee

1k of now ; and
c“pf n war about to
s, weean

ted at
by the

not.
be my companion in m ile, have you
-Your
7 ) ed, is
dearer to him than a 1 ;and
getting hi it tie 1 n you
and any

the maiden,

i (.nll\rr—lt cannot be,” said Alice, fal-
che uttered her ne “And. yet.”
she  said, * ; many in my place—left alone
and unprotected, as T am— But I must not—1I
mist 1 '. —for your sake, Julian, T mast not.”
ay not for my eake yoa must not, Alice”
said Peveri & g adding insalt to
cruelty. If you will do aught for my sake, you
will say yes; or yon will suffer this dear head to
drop on my ulruull"r the slightest sign—the
hall signify cons
r \\'il.hin

leave the is nd us, and seck our fortunes on
the continent.” But while he spoke, in joyful
icipation of the consent which he implored,

: found means to collect tozether her resolu-
tion, w . Blag d by the srness of her
lover, the mlpu‘ se of her own affections, and the
singularity of her situation,—seeming, in her

justif, hat would have becn most

) er,—had more than haJf aban-

doned her.
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then. Julian ; but first take the solemn advice
which T called you hither to impart to you:
Shun my father—yon cannot walk in his paths,
and be true to gratitude and to honor. What he
doth from pure and honorable motives, you can-
not aid him in, execept npon the suggestion of a
silly and interested passion, at variance with all
ths engagements yon have formed at coming into
life.”

“ Once more, Alice,”” answered Julian, ** T un-
derstand you not. If a course of action 1s good,
it needs no vindication from the actor's motives
-+if bad, it can derive none.”

“You canunot blind me with your sophistry,
Julian,” replied Alice Bridgenorth, *any more
than you can overpower me with your passion.
Had the patriarch destined his son to death upon
mny less ground than faith and humble obedience
lo a divire commandment, he had meditated a
murder and not a sacrifice, In our late bloody
and lamentable wars, how many drew ewords on
either side, from the purest and most honor:
motives ¥ How many (rom the culpable st
tions of ambition, self-secking, and love of plun-
der? Yet while they marched in the game ranks,
and spurred their horses at the same trompet-
gound, the memory of the ner is dear to ns as
patriots or loyalists—that of those who acted on
mesn or unworthy promptings, is either exe-
crated or forgotten, Onee more, I warn you,
avoid my father—leave this island, which will be
goon agitated by & re incidents—while yon

v, be on your "mrzl —digtrust every thing—be
one, even of those to whom it

3 almost impossible, from circumstances,
to attach-a shadow of euspicion—trust not the
very stones of st secret apartment in Holm-
Peel, for that which hath wi shall carry the
matter.”

Here Alice broke off suddenly with a faint
shrick ; stepping from 1 he stunted
copse w had concealed him, her father stood
nnexpec before them.

cannot have forgotten that this was
the gecond time in which the stolen interviews of
the lovers had Leen interrupted by the unexpect-
ed apparition of Major Bridgenortl E
pecond occasion his countenance exhibited anger
rixed with golemnity, like that (>I the ¢ ,u
ghost-seer, whom he
lected a charge imposed at their f meetir
Even big anger, however, produced mno more
violent emotion than a cold sternn of manner
s speech and action. *“I thank you, Alice,”
he gaid to his danghter, ins yon have
taken to traverse my designs towards this young
man, and tow sonrself. Ithank you for the
hints you have thrown ount b B My appearance,
the snddenness of which alone has pre ed yon
from ('u“r\"n » your confidence to a pitch which
would have ced my life and that of others at
the disc rt..mn of a boy, who, when the cause of
God and his country is laid before him, has not
leisure to think of them, 8o much is he occupied

with such a baby-face as thine.” Alice, pale as
death, continned motionless, with her eyes fixed
on the ground, without attempting the glightest
reply to the jronical reproaches of her father,

““And you," continued Major Bridgenorth,
turning from his daughter to her lover,—* you,
gir, have well repaid the liberal confidence which
1 placed in yon with go little veserve, You I have
to thank also for some lessons, which may teach
me to rest satisfied with the churl's blood which
nature has poured into my veins, and with the
rade nurture which my father allotted to me.”

#T pnderstand yon mnot, sir,” replied Julian
Peveril, who, feeling the nccessity of saying
something, conld not, at the moment, find any
thing more fitting to say.

* Yes, gir, I thank you,” eaid Major Bridge-
north, in the same cold sarcastic tone, * for having
shown me that breach of hospitality, infringe-
ment of good faith, and such like peccadilloes, ara
not utterly foreizn to the mind and conduct of the
heir of a knightly house of twenty descents, Iti8
a great lesson to me, sir: for hitherto I had
thonght with the wolgar, that gentle manners
went with gentle blood. But perhaps courtesy is
too chivalrous a quality to be wasted iv infer-
course with a ronpd-headed fanatic like mysell.”

“ Major Bridgenorth,” said Julian, ** whatever
hag happened in this interview which may have

'Ll u)w1. has 1;uu the result of feelings
\ nated by the crisis 0f
yremeditated.”

“Not even your meeiing, 1 suppose?” replied
Bridgenorth, in the same cold tone, * You, sir,
wandered hither from Holm- I's‘L]— my. danghter
strolled forth from the Bla and chance,
donbtless a meeting by the stone of
Goddargd Crovar
by no more apolog
less.—And y maiden, uhu. in your fear of l(:s-

re on betraying what
might have cc life—begone to your
nome, I wil k with you at more leisure, and
teach you p cally those duties which you seem
to have fo

* On my honor, sir n, * your dangh-
ter is eniltless of all that can offend you; 8
eisted ever ¢h the headsirong violence
of my passion t e to press upon her.”

 And, in b d Bridgenorth, *T am nol
to believe that you met in this remote place of
rendezvous by Alice’s special appointment?™

Peveril knew not what to reply, and Bridge
north again signed with his hand to his daughter
to withdraw.

“T obey you, father,” said Alice, who had by
this time recovered from the extremity of hersur-
P —*T gbey you; but I 1 is my witness
that you do me more than injnstice in suspecting
me capable of betraying your secrets, even had it
been npecessary to ¢ my own life or that of
Julians That youn are walking in a dangerous
path I well know; but yon do it with yonr eyes
open and are actuated by motives of which yo1

“fere Alice broke off suddenly, and with a faint shriek ; for, stepping from behind the
which had concealed him, her father stood nnexpec tedly before them.”

slunted copse

Pever:l of the Peak, chap. xvil.
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can estimate the worth and value. My role wish
was, that this young man should not enter blind-
fold on the same perils ; and I had a right to warn
him, since the feelivgs by which he is hoodwinked
bad a direct reference to me.”

#"Tis well, mnion,” said Bridgenorth, * you
have spoken your say. Retire, and let me com-
plete the conference which you have so consid-
erately commenced.”

**1 go, sir," said Alice.—**Julian, to you my
last words are, and I would speak them with my
.ast breath—Farewell, and cantion | ¥

She turned from them, disappeared amone the
anderwood, and was seen no more, B

“A troe specimen of womankind,” eaid her
father, looking after her, ** who would give the
cause of nations up, rather than endancer a hair
of her lover’s head. You, Master Peveril, doubt-
less, hold ber opivion, that the best love ig 4 gafe
lovel™

¢ Were danger alone in my way," said Peveril,
much surprised at the softened tone in which
Bridgenorth made this observation, * there are
few things which I would not face to—to—deserve
your good opinien.”

* Or rather to win my daunghter’s hand,” said
Bridzenorth. ** Well, young man, one thing has
pleased me in your conduct, thongh of much I
have my reazons to c'ump].-jmfmm thing has
pleased me. You have surmounted that bound-
ing wall of aristocratical pride, in which your
father, and, I suppose, his fathers, remained im-
prisoned, as in the precinets of a feudal fortress—
you have leaped over this barrier, and ghown
yourself not unwilling to ally yourself with a fam-
ily whom your father spurns as low-born and ig-
}]u]‘l]ﬁ.“

However favorable this speech sounded tow-
ards success in his suit, it go broadly stated the
congequ of that suzcess so far a
were cone

oth, perceivir
oived quiet]
await his ans mustered up courage to say,
**The feelings which I entertain towards your
daughter, Master Bric rth, are of a nature to
enpersede many other considerations, to which, in
any other case, I should feel it my duty to give the
most reverential atte Iy ge
from you, that my fat judices agair *h
& match, would be very strong; but I devoutly
believe they would disappear when he came to
know the merit of Alice Bridgenorth, and to be
sensible that she only conld make his son happy.”

“In the nwhile, you are desirons to com-
plete the union which you propose without the
knowledge of your ps s, and take the chance of
their being here eOn to it ¥ So I under-
stand, from the
hately to my da

nortn,

an nature,
rand une
Julian had but a few minntes before urged to
Alice a private marriage, and an elopement to the

and of human pas-

Blon, are 8o irreanl: thatalthongh
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continent, as a measure upon which the whols
happiness of his life depended, the proposal
seemed not to lam half go delightful when stated
by the calm, cold, dietatorial accents ofher father,
It sounded no longer like the dictates of ardent
passion, throwing all other considerations aside,
but as a distinct surrender of the dignity of his
house to one who seemed to consider their rela-
tive situation as the triumph of Bridgenorth over
Peveril, He was mute for a moment, in the vain
attempt to shape his answer so as at once to in-
timate acquiescence in what Bridgenorth stated,
and a vindication of his own regard for his pa-
rente, and for the honor of his house,

This delay gave rise to suspicion, and Bridge-
north’s eye gleamed, and his lip quivered whila
he gave vent to it. * Hark ye, young man—deal
openly with me in this matter, if you would not
have me think yon the execrable villain who
wonld have seduced an unhappy girl, under prom-
ises which he never designed to fulfil. Let me
bui suspect this, and you shall see; on the spot,
how far your pride and your pedigree will pre-
serve yon against the just vengeance of a father.”

*“Yon do me wrong,” said Peveril—*" yon do
me infinite wrong, Major Bridgenorth, I am in-
capable of the infamy which you allude to. The
proposal I made to your danghter was as sincerg
ag ever was offered by man to woman. I only
hesitated, becanse yon think it necessary to ex-
amine me so very closely; and to possess your-
self of all my purposes and sentiments, in their
fullest extent, without explaining to me the ten-
dency of your own.”

“Your proposal, then, ghapes itself thus,” said
Bridgenorth:—* You are willing to lead my only
child into e from her native country, to gi
her a claim to kindness and protection from your
family, which you know will be disregarded, on
condition T consent to bestow her hand on yon,
with a fortune suflicient to have matched that of
your ancestors, when they had most reason to
boast of their wealth. This, young man, scems
no equal bargain. And yet,” he continned, after
a momentary pause, *‘so little do I value the
goods of this world, that it might not be utterly
beyond thy power to reconcile me to the match
which you have proposed tome, however unegual
it may appear.”

 Show me but the means which ecan propi-
tiate your favor, Major Bridgenorth," said Pever-
il,—* for I will not doubt that they will be con-
gistent with my honor and duty—and you shall
goon see how eagerly I will obey your directions,
or enhmit to your ¢onditions.”

# They are snmmed in few words,” answered
Bridoenorth, *Bean honest man, and the friend
of your country.”

o one has ever doubted,” replied Peveril,
*that I am both.”

“Pardon me,"” replied the Major; “no one
has, as yet, seen you show yourseif either. In-
terrupt me not—I guestion not your will t{.» be
both; but you have hitherto neither had the light
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ery alond and spare L »t, against the errors and
arts of the (‘nu h of Rome. But remember,
what thon hast now & aid, thou wilt soon be called
upon to justity a2 manner the most solemn—
the most awlul.
“What I b
*heing the unbis
ghall, upon no prope
of my open avowal ; snul 1 think it
should doubt me so far.”
“7 doubt thee not, my young friend.’* said
Briduenorth ; **and I trust to see that name rank
t those by whom the prey s
I At pr t
{hy mind like the strong keeper of
hounse mentioned in Scripture. Bnt 11.(1“ shall
r than he, and make
on the battlements that s
alone there is found salvation.—
and pray. the ho
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1‘1 oken by I’M- 1 have -‘)
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was fi
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line of conduct inconsistent with the principles
in which he had been educated.

“You need not fear, Alice,”” he
!"fl s “not

ance with tenets \\Inth my l.:‘.m disowr
and \\L|][ult()“‘ were I mean enough to do so,
even the anthority of thy father were insuflicient
to compel thee to the ratification of so mean &
oain. Butlet me hope better thing Bridze
nor! Lh. though strong-minded and s¢ ous,
haunted by the fears of Popery, which are the
wrs of his sect, My residence in the family
of the Countess of De! un is more than enough to
inspire him with suspicions of my faith, fr
which, thank Heaven, I can vindicate my
with truth and a good conscience.
So thinking he again adjus
his p. y, replaced the bit \\Imh !v- h_ld Umpr‘ri
out of its mouth, that it might feed at liberty, ¢ :(1
monnt 1 i ¥
re he could not help fea
straordinary might bave happened in
:0on rose before him, sere
» ocean.

faithful
e, Julian
| within in the
ness mul guml order which ex-
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APTER XVII.

Now rede me, rede me, 'br

Jorisx's first renconnter, after re-entering
was with y who re-
i light-

]

umor.
t of Dames;"" said

« “here ntly, and at free
will, through our r‘t\-nm'um falfilling of uppninr.
ments, and achieving amorons adventur
we are condemned to sit in our royal ha 11]-. as
dnll and as vmnnm.ﬂn as if our '_‘
ca

{n that case yon would take the sea.’
said 1, “and 8o enjoy travel and adventure
enough.

+Oh. but suppose me wind-bound, or det 1

in harbor by venne pink, or ashore, if you like

ine hich and dry upon the sand. Tma-

ine the royal image in the dullest of all predica-
mentg, and yon have not equalled mine.”

#T am happy lo hear, at least, that you have
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had no disagreeable employment,” said Julian;
* the morning’s alarm has blown over, I sup-
pose ™

In faith it has, and our close in-
guiries cannot find any cause for the apprehended
insurrection. That Bridgenorth is in the island
seems certain ; but private affairs of consequence
are alleged as the cause of his visit; and I am
not desirous to have him arrested unless I could
prove some mal-practices against him and his
companions. In fact, it would seem we had taken
the alarm too soon, My mother speaks of con-
sulting you on the subjeet, Julian ; and I will not
anticipate her solemn communication. It will be
partly apologetical, I sappose; for we begin to
think our retreat rather unroyal, and that, like
the v ed, we have fled when no man pursued,
This idea afflicts my mother, who, as a Queen.
Dowager, a Queen Regent, a hercine, anc
man in general, would be extremely mort
think that her precipitate retreat hither ha

In the meanwhile, my sole an
the grimaces and fantastic g
Fenella, who is more out of humor and mo
gurd, in consequence, than you ever saw her.
Morris sa it is because you pushed her down-
ptairs, Julian—how is that ?

“ Nay, Morris has misreportes
1 I did but Lift her up-

swered Juliz
rid of her i

to contest my going abroad in
manne 1
of her,”

**She must have snpposed your departure, at
& moment so critical, was dangerous to the state
of our garrison,” answered the Earl; **it shows
how dearly she esteems my mother’s safety, how
highly she rates your prowe But, “thank
Heaven, there sounds the dinner-bell, T would
the philesophers, who find a sin and waste of time
in good cheer, conld devise us any pastime half
EC eeable.”

The meal which the young Earl had {huns
longed for as a means of consuming a portion of
the time which hung heavy on his hands, was
E0ON over; as soon, at least, as the habitual and
etately formality of the Countess's household per-
mitted. BShe herself, accompanied by her gentle-
women and attendants, retired early er the
tables were drawn; and the young gentlemen
were left to their own company. Wine had, for
the moment, no charms for either; for the Earl
was ont of spirits from ennui, and impatience of
his monotonous and eolitary course of life: and
the events of the day had given Peveril too much
matter for reflection, to g 1 ting amus-
Ing or interesting topies of ¢ on. After
having the flask in & betwixt them
onee or fwice, they withdr ach into a separate
embrasure of the windows of the dining apart-
ment, which, such was the =
Jie wall, were deep enough to afford a golitar

h an obstin
, that I had no other mode of g

cess, separated, as it were, from the chambor
itself. In one of these sat the Earl of Derhy
busied in looking over eome of the new publica
tions which had been forwarded from London
Em(l at intervals confessing how little power 0;
interest these had for him, by y:

waters, which, save e flig [ 'k
SL’!l-"’lJl]S. or u} aL::‘wl‘li?f:‘\'ult]rﬂ::lr‘:ll?l : ‘ﬂu‘k o
ea-gulls, o solitary ant, offered go
little of variety to engage his attention,

Peveril, un his 1:‘:1r11 held a pamphlet also in

3 ls:m.d. \\'mm_l: giving, or affecting to give it,
even his occasional attention. His whole son,
1‘1'.r1wﬂ._ |‘1pnn‘ the interview which he had had thag

y with Alice Bridgenorth, and with her father:
while he in vain endeavored te form any hvpu:
thesis which could explain (o him \;'hvvlhe
daughter, to whom he had no reasom to ‘ﬂ:iuk
himself indifferent, shonld have been so sudden-
Iy desirous of their eternal separation, while her

yse opposition he so much dreaded,

geemed to be at least tolerant of his addresses

only suppose, in explanation, that Ma

srth had > plan in prospect, which

own power to further or to impede;

eaner, and indeed the lan.

he had but too much reason to

t her father’s favor could only be

something, on own parf, ap-

sreliction of principle. Bat by no

form, conld he make

guess concerning the nature of {hat

ce, of which Bridgenorth seemed desir-

He could not imagine, notwithstanding

1ad epoken of treachery, that her father

d dare to propose to him uniting in any plan

salety of the Countess, or the secu-

ingdom of Man, was to be endan:

such indelible disgrace i

11d not suppose the scheme

who was not prepared to

pon the spot, so flagrant

honor. And such a pro-

onsistent with the conduct

north in every other respect, be-

£ too calm and cold-blooded to per-

mit of his putting & mortal affront npon the &on

of his old neighbor, to whoee mother he con
go much of obligation,

While Peveril in vain endeavored to extract
something like a probable theory out of the hints
thrown out 1 or and by the danghter—

hout the additional and lover-like labor of
leavorine to reconcile his pagsion to his honor
and conscience—he felt something gently pull
him hy the cloak. He nnclasped his arms, which,
in meditation, bad been folded on his bosom;
and withdrawing his eyes from the vacant pros
peet of sea-coast and sea which they perused,
without muech conscionsne npon what they
regted, he beheld beside him the little dumb
maiden, the elfin Fenel She was seated on @
low cushion or stool, with which she had nestled
close to Peveril's side, and had remained there

vith his sword
an insult off
ceedin
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Jor a short space of time, expecting, no doubt, he
wonld become congeions of her presence; until,
tired of remaining nnmoticed, she at length solicit-
ed his attention in the manner which we have de-
Startled out of his reverie by this infi-
nee, he looked down, and
gular

scribed.
mation of her pre
could ‘not, withont interest, behold this
snd helpl being.

fer hair was unloosencd, and streamed over
her shoulders in such length, that much of it lay
upon the ground, and in such quantity, that it
formed a dark veil, or ghadow, not only around
her face, but over her whole slender and minute

om the profusion of her tresses looked

.+ gmall and dark, but well-formed fea-

tures, together with the large and brilliant black

eyes; and her whole countenance was comp( ed

into the imploring look of one who is doubtful

of the reception she is about to meet with from a

valued friend, while she confe a fanlt, pleads

an apology, or solicite & reconciliation. In shorty

the whole face was so much alive with expres-
sion, that Julian, though her aspect was so fax
jar to him, could hardly persuade himself but t

entirely new, The wild,

ity of the features, secemed

totally v civen place to & 80ITOW-

fal. tender, and pathetic cast of countenance,

i by the cxpression of the large dark eyes,

as they were turt :d up towards Julian,

olistene \ moisture, that, nevertheless, did

not overflow the eyelids.

Conceiving that her unwonted manner arose
from a recollection of the dispate which had
taken place betwixt them in the morning, Peveril
was anxious to restore the little maiden’s gaiety,
by making her sible that there dwelt on his
mind no unpleasing recollection of their quarrel.
He smiled kindly, and shook her hand in one of
his: while, with the familiarity of one who had
known her from childhood, he stroked down her
long dark tr with the other. She stooped
her head. as if achamed, and, at the same time,
gratified with his caresses—and he was thus in-
duced to continue them, until, under the veil of
her rich and abundant locks, he suddenly felt his
other hand, which she etill held fast in hers,
glightly touched with her lips, and at the same
time, moistened with a tear.

At once, and for the first time in his life, the
danzer of being misinterpreted in his familiarity
with a ereature to whom the usual modes of ex-
planation were a blank, occurred to Julian's
mind; and, hastily withdrawing his hand, and
ghanging his posture, he asked of her, by a sign
which custom had rendered familiar, whether she
hrought any message to him from the Counntess.
In an instant Fenella’s whole deportment was
chanced, Bhe started up, and arranged berself in
wor seat with the rapidity of lightning; and, at
the same moment, with one turn of ber hand,
braided her length of locks into a natural head-
dress of the most: beantiful kind. There was, in-
d2ed when she looked up, a blush still visible on

her dark featares; bul their melancholy and lan-
guid expression had given place to that of wild
and restless vivacity, which was most common to
them. Her eyes gleamed with more than their
wonted fire, and her ces were more piercing
ly wild and unsettled than usual. To Julian’s in
guiry, she answered by laying her hand on her heart
—a motion by which she always indicated the
Countess—and rising, and taking the direction of
her apartment, she made a sign to Julian to fol-
low her.

The distance was not great betwixt the dining
apartment and that to which Peveril now followed
his mute guide; yet, in going thither, he had
time enongh to suffer cruelly from the sudden
guspicion, that this unhappy girl had misinfer-
preted the uniform kindness with which he had
treated her, and hence come to regard him with
feelinos more tender than those which belong to
friendship. The misery which such a passion
was likely to occasion to a creature in her help-
less situation, and actuated by such lively feel-
ingg, was great enough fo make him refnse credit
to the suspicion which pressed itself upon his
mind: while, at the same time, he formed the
internal resolution so to conduct himself towards
Fenella, as to check such misplaced sentiments,
if indeed she unhappily entertained them towards
him.,

When they reached the Countess’s apartment,
they found her with writing implements, and
many sealed letters before her. She received Ju-
lian with herus and having cansed
him to be seated, bBckoned to the mute to resume
her needle. In an instant Fenella was seated at
an embroidering-frame; where, but for the move-
ment of her dexterons fingers, she might have
seemed a statue, so little did she move from her
work, either head or eye. As her infirn
dered her presence no bar to the most confidential
conversation, the Countess proceeded to address
Peverilas if they had been literally alone together.

s Julian.” she said, **Iam not now about to

complain to you of the sentiments and eonduct
of Derby. Heis your friend—heis my son. Hehas
kindness of heart and vivacity of talent; and
yet—""
° «Dearest lady,” said Peveril, * why will yon
distress yourself with fixing your eye on deficien-
cies which arise rather from & change of times
and manners, than any degeneracy of my noble
friend ¥ Let him be once engaged in his duty
whether in peace or war, and let me pay the pen
alty if he acquits not himself becoming his hizh
station.”

s Ay, replied the Countess; “ ot when will
the call of daty prove superior to that of the
most idle or trivial indnlgence which can serve to
drive over the lazy hour? His father was ol
another monld ; and how often was it my lot tc
entreat that he would spare, from the rigid dis
charge of those duties which his high glation im
posed, the relaxation absolutely necessary to re

Tk

cruit his health and his spirits




