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2 4. The above order of business may at any time be snuspended, on motion
by a vote of two-thirds of those present,

ART. VII. Reports of committees and of Censors, and reports of officers
on matters of business, shall, after approval. be lodged in the archives of
the Society. Other papers, such as addresses, medical communications, ete.,
may also be lodged in the archives or published by the Society, after a vote to
that effect. provided such disposal is by consent of the anthor of such address
or communication.

OBITUARY.

To the Editors of the AMERICAN HOoMEOPATHIC REVIEW — Gentlemen : At
a regular business meeting of the Hahnemannian Society of the New York
Homeeopathic Medical College,the following resolutions were unanimously
adopted.

Whereas, Since the last annual meeting of the Hahnemannian Society of the
New York Homceopathic College, tidings have come to us of the death of our
friend and brother, Cornelius B. Jocelyn, M. D., who was a beloved and hon-
ored member of this association.

Resolved, that while we bow in humble submission to the hand of Him who
has bereft us, and cherish a high respect for the memory of our beloved
brother, won from us by his kindly genial nature and by the uprightness and
integrity of his character, that made itself felt in all his associations, we can-
not but sincerely regret that his life here was cut off in the freshness of his
early manhood, as it was opening up before him with such promise of nse-
fulness in the noble profession whose ranks he had just entered.

Resolved, That in our opinion, by his death the profession has lost one who,
by his indomitable energy and perseverance, bade fair to stand in its foremost
ranks—and the cause of Homeeopathy a friend ever true to its first interests.

Resolved, that while thus deeply regretting the brevity of a life so full of
rich promise, we can but rejoice that our brother met the great change with
so much manly fortitude and christian vesignation, and that he has entered
upon a life which is the reward of all those who acknowledge their dependence
npon, and place their trust in an all-wise God.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the widow of our
deceased brother, Mrs. Sarah B. Jocelyn, of Springfield, Mass., and also to
his parents the Rev. and Mrs, 8. 8. Jocelyn, of Williamsburg, L. I.. as an
expression of our sympathy with them in their deep affliction ; and we trust
that the same confidence in the Divine Being, which inspired our brother
with hope and peace during his last hours, will sustain and console them.

Resolved, That copies also be offered to the editors of the North American
Journal of Homeopathy, the Amertcax HowmoPATHIC REVIEW. and the
American Homapathic Observer, for publication, and that they be recorded in
the society minutes,

P. Oscar C. Bexsox,

B. F. Bownmax, Committee.
W, F. Hocking
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THE MATERIA MEDICA.*
BY AD. LIPPE, M.D., PHILADELPHIA, PA.

The especial branches of the Materia Medica are pharma-
cognosis, the knowledge of the natural history and physical
property of drugs; pharmacology, the knowledge of the
collection, preparation and preservation of medicines ; phar-
macodynamics, the knowledge of examining the virtues and
etfects of medicines ; to which we particularly add, pathogno-
mony, the science and art of discerning the characteristics of
groups of symptoms,

We will not, at present, treat at length of the history of
Materia Medica, from Hippocrates and Dioscorides down to
the present day ; we can learn but little by looking back at
the continuous changes, giving evidence that uncertainty
prevailed, that darkness was followed by darkness ; we shall
leave the perusal of these former changeable and irrelevant
attempts at a Materia Medica to those who find it amusing
to dwell on the dark pages of antiquity.

The Homaopathic Materia Medica contains within itself
its primary facts of fundamental principles, its laws of devel-

* Extract from Dr. Lippe’s Introductory lecture on the Materia Medica, de-
livered before the Homeeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania, Oct. 11th,
1864.
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opment and practical application, in a word, the reason of its

. 3 *
own existence. % &

Hahnemann found while translating Cullen’s Materia
Medica, then one of the standard works, that China offici-
nalis, Pernvian bark, was claimed to be a specific for inter-
mittent fever. Hahnemann, who had always been a clear
and reflecting observer of facts, knew that Peruvian bark did
cure some cases of intermittent fever but not others ; he also
knew that it caused the patient who was subjected to repeated
doses of this medicine only to suffer other pangs, which he
had not before the treatment, without curing the original
disease; he had noticed the symptoms of cases in which
Peruvian bark had cured intermittent fever. He then first
reflected on the mode which would bring light into this
darkness of uncertainties, and resolved to solve the plain
question, “ What determines a Cinchona fever?” He then
himself took a few drops of the pure alcoholic tincture of
Peruvian bark while in a perfect state of health, and behold,
he experienced symptoms very similar to those he had had
years ago, when suffering from intermittent fever, commonly
called ague. These symptoms he noted down, and on com-
paring them with such cases as he had cured before by Cin-
chona, he discovered a great similarity. The Cinchona pro-
ving was the first Hahnemann made on himself, and the
results of this proving led him to draw deductions which he
would never have arrived at without this experiment. He
did not experience, nor did Cinchona cause intermittent
fever, but it caused symptoms only resembling this form of
disease, and from this observation he drew the only possible
and correct conclusion, that, if medicines when taken in a
state of health, were able to create symptoms similar to a
form of disease which they were also known to cure at times,
these symptoms so produced on the well, and the results of a
voluntary proving, would in future indicate the condition
under which this medicine might be administered for the

cure of the diseasze presenting the same symptoms, with a
certainty never known before. #
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Here Hahnemann obtained the knowledge of the dynamic
actions of the various medicines, by which he was (;nabled
to establish the only law of cure, and this accumulated know-
ledge enabled him to give to the world a reliable and truthfual
Materia Medica. This knowledge was obtained by collecting
thesymptoms which had occured from involuntary provings,
poisonings, and by voluntary provings ; at first, proving the
crude drugs in comparatively small doses on the healthy, and
by further collecting the symptoms cured, so verifying the
first provings ; he further collected the new symptoms which
appeared, and which were not present before administering a
medicine, as also the symptoms which disappeared simultane-
ously under the curative action of medicine and not known to
have been produced by it while proving it on the healthy ; of
this latter class, but few were incorporated in the Materia
Medica, and only after repeated experiments had verified their
reliability During the progressive provings, it was discovered
that some substances, as Carbo vegetabilis, Natrum muriati-
cum, Lycopodium and Silicea developed but few, if any,
symptoms when proved in the crnde state. Itwas known
of Carbo vegetabilis, that this substance, when administered
for its known chemical power in destroying putrid odors,
as, for instance, when applied to old putrid ulcers or putrid
breath, the relief in both cases was instantaneous, and also
when taken internally in larger quantities, it at once cor-
rected the putrid smell of the dysenteric evacuations; the
effect being only a chemical one, the putrid-smelling ulcers
resumed the bad odor as soon as the application ceased ; the
putrid-smelling breath returned, when the mouth was no
longer cleansed by the charcoal powder, the dysenteric evae-
uations were only momentarily deprived of the offensive
smell; it was, therefore, no cure. Charcoal in this form,
could only act chemically, and when taken internally, in the
shape of crude powder, in large quantities, it can, and does
not produce any alteration in the sensations; it has no cura-
tive or medicinal effect and produces no symptoms. But if
Charcoal is triturated with a non-medicinal substance, as
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sugar of milk, and carried to the third or a higher potency,
that potency will cause a change in the sensations, and Fhe
symptoms obtained by proving these potencies now guide
us in the administration of this valuable remedy. The pro-
vings of Charcoal in a potency were followed by provings
of other medicines in potencies, and the symptoms so ob-
tained were also incorporated into the Materia Medica by
Hahnemann. More cures were made, more certainty was
obtained of the correctness of all the provings, and all these
observations were collected, and Hahnemann eventually
gave us six volumes of his Materia Medica Pura and five
volumes of his Chronic Diseases. Subsequent provings by
the followers of Hahnemann were published and verified in
separate smaller works and in the medical journals of the
day; they were collected and published by Jahr and by
Noak and Trinks ; later they were given in translation to the
English reading Homceopathician in Jahr's Manual or Symp-
tomen Codex, by Dr. Hempel, which might be a very valuable
work, were it not that this translation is entirely unreliable,
full of inaccuracies, omissions and mistranslations. Later,
we had our Materia Medica augmented by a volume of
American Provings, by Dr. C. Hering, and this work is pre-
eminent on account of its thoroughness; it is the most elabo-
rate work of its kind, and it is only much to be regretted
that it has not yet been translated into the English language,
the only remedy Aloes is mow given to usin the Review.
During the past few months, we have received new provings
by Dr. Hale. He publishes in one volume forty-four remedies.
This work also while enlarging our knowledge of Materia
Medica, is an indispensable work to the practitioner ; it still
retains the originalities of the Eclectic School who have in-
troduced most of the new remedies into the practice of medi-
cine. * X *

The first impression of the uninitiated, who first takes in
hand our voluminous works on Materia Medica, is to perceive
no difference between the recorded provings of the many
medicines. He thinks on glancing over the pages of the
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Materia Medica, that every medicine has caused some giddi-
ness, some headache, some fever, some cough ; all and every
one of them. e remains unavoidably pnzzled on the sub-
ject, until he begins to compare the records more closely and
accurately, he then sees clearly the differences that exist be-
tween the various medicines and the manner in which they
are similar and difter. He will first try to ascertain what
kind of pain a remedy generally produces, and on what part
of the body, on what organ or part of an organ it is most apt
to act. He will find under what conditions the changed sen-
sations in the organism are produced, and these conditions he
will subdivide first as to the time, at what time of the day,
month, or year, periodically and so forth ; under what change
of position at rest or in motion, by what kind of food or
drink, and by what mental emotions the condition is either
aggravated or ameliorated, and lastly in what connection the
various changes appear, and their accompanying symptoms.
In this manner the progressive student will obtain the char-
acteristic symptoms of each medicine; he will findeby so
studying each medicine, that various medicines have in some
respects great similarities, but that in other respects they
differ, in various ways, much from each other ; he then makes
comparisons as to similarities and differences, and he so finds

out their relationship. * 3y comparisons alone, can

we obtain a proper and lasting knowledge of each single

medicine. We compare first.single symptoms with similar

symptoms of other medicines, and so we proceed, until later

we compare medicines belonging to the same natural class or

family or groups of medicines which by their similarity of
action form a relationship with other similar classes or groups

of medicines. 4 ® ’

When I say that I will give you the characteristic symp-
toms of each medicine, the first question arises; what is
characteristic? =~ Characteristics consist in such symptoms,
altered sensations and effects of medicines on the human or-
ganism, by which we discern our medicine from all other
medicines, and while this may be ascertained by comparisons




438 The American Homawopathic Review. [April,

made between the various medicines, the proof of the cor-
rectness of this discernment is obtained by the experiment;
that is to say, that when, in the most varied discases, the pre-
sence of one or more of this or these characteristic symptoms
lead to the choice of a remedy, a cure follows; and that in
similar diseases without the presence of this or these charac-
eristic symptoms no cure follows the application of the same
remedy. For the sake of facilitating the finding and remem-
bering the characteristic symptoms, we divide them system-
atically in four different kinds, each of which kind may, in a
given case, characterize the medicine. We have at first, the
kind of pain or altered sensation, as, for instance, the sore-
ness or sensation as from a bruise, under Arnica, which has
few other kinds of altered sensations, or the burning-stinging
pain under Apis. Many medicines have burning pain, as
Arsenic, Carbo veg., Phos., and many others have stinging,
pricking pains, but few have burning-stinging so charac-
teristic as Apis, and there is only Bell. and Ignatia which
have.in that respect a similarity to Apis. The sensation
as if the parts were made of wood, under Nitrum. We
have secondly, the locality, as under Lachesis the left ovary,
and under Apis the right; under Clematis erecta, the right
testicle, and under Rhododendron the left testicle; we
have the sides of the body, and find collectively, the left
side more affected by the electro-negative remedies, while
the electro-positive medicines, affect the right side more;
again, have we the direction in which the pains and altered
sensations attack the organism; we know, for instance, that
when the rheamatic pains first attack the feet and extend
upwards it is characteristic of Ledum, but that if similar
pains begin on the npper part of the body and extend down-
wards, then it is characteristic of Rhododendron. In angina,
we know that if the left side of the throat is first attacked,
and the inflammation or ulceration extends to the right side,
it i3 characteristic of Lachesis, but if the affection begins
on the right side and later extends to the left side, then it is
characteristic of Lycopodium.
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Thirdly, we have the conditions, and they form by far the
most important characteristic symptoms. The time of the
day when the diseased condition is aggravated or ameliorated
comes first to be considered. Some medicines are known to
possess this condition in an eminent degree; as for instance,
Nux vom. and Sulphuric acid in the morning, Natrum mur.
at ten, a. m., Argent. at noon, Lycopod. at four, p. m., Puls.
at sunset, Phosph. before midnight, Ars. after midnight, Kali
carb. at three, a. m., ete. The position of the body, rest or
motion, standing or sitting, or rising from a seat, are very
important conditions. We find an aggravation from rest,
under Rhus, and aggravation by motion under Bryonia,
although these two medicines are very similar in other re-
spects. Standing aggravates under Sulphur, sitting aggra-
vates under Lycopodium aud ameliorates under Colchicum,
while rising from a seat is agoravated under Rhus and Lyco-
podium, but the condition is ameliorated after rising from a
seat and when beginning to move, by the same two medi-
cines. Aggravation after sleep is under Lachesis and Lachesis
will never be indicated if the reverse is present ; amelioration
after sleep is under Phos. Under the conditions also belong
the effects of the various articles of food and drink. The
aggravations from coffee, tobacco and spirituous drinks we
find under Nux vom. ~Bad effects, especially headache, from
small quantities of wine, are under Zinc, the bad effects from
continuous over-indulgence in beer, are under Kali bichrom.,
the aggravations from lemonade under Selenium, of the ill
effects caused upon a diseased condition by oysters, under
Lycopodium, of bad results from pastry and pork under
Pulsatilla. The amelioration from eating fruit we find under
Lachesis, or from drinking tea under Ferrum.

Fourthly and lastly, we have the concomitant symptoms
which although yet few, form strong characteristic indica-
tions. For instance, toothache with a swollen face, we find
under Chamomilla and Mercurius, and while the swollen
face under Chamomilla is red and hot, that under Mercurius
is hard and pale. Toothache with paleness of the face we
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find under Pulsatilla. Fever with thirstlessness under Pulsa-
tilla and Sabadilla, or with much unquernchable thirst, under
Natrum mur. .
The knowledge of the characteristic symptoms of medi-
cines is indispensable if we wish to be successful in the
practice of Homaopathy, because it is one of our funda-
mental practical rules, that the characteristic symptoms of
the only truly curative remedy must correspond with the
characteristic symptoms of the patient. This, as one of the
most important rules of our school, enters also largely into
the study of the Materia Medica, and for this reason we
must deprecate the arrangement of medicines according to
groups of pathological conditions sought after and supposed
to exist in groups of symptoms recorded in the provings.
Jefore we seek the characteristic symptoms of the remedy,
we must possess the characteristic symptoms of the patient,
or what is falsely termed the disease. The truly characteristic
gymptoms of the patient exist exclusively outside of the
pathological groups of symptoms of the discerned disease;
nay more, they are symptoms which never necessarily belong
to the disease or any form of it, but which appear absolutely
accidental. The symptoms present and necessarily consti-
tuting and belonging to the disease, we may term essential
symptoms; characteristic, we term those symptoms which are
found on the diseased individual besides the essential symp-
toms, either on account of his constitution or from other
accidental and unaccountable causes. If it is so, and if the
experiment has established this rule to be correct, we would
gain nothing by classifying the provings of our medicines in
such a manner as to press them into pathological livery. If
then the extraordinary and apparently accidental, often seem-
ingly trifling symptoms of the patient, gnide us in the selee-
tion of the sole truly curative remedy and constitute the
characteristic symptoms, no preconceived notion based on the
pathological classification of remedies can be of the least as-
sistance to us in our efforts to cure, and all such .garbling
attempts must be rejected.
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The thorough knowledge of the Materia Medica, so essen-
tially necessary for success in practice and in curing the sick,
can only be obtained by diligent study, but we may in a
great degree facilitate this study by proving medicines our-
selves. During a proving, we are compelled first to observe
our own sensations and our alterations of them and to arrange
them according to some system, thereby cultivating our fac-
ulties of observation and of systematizing these observations.
Each symptom which we record as having occurred as the
effect of a new medicine, will necessarily call back to our
memory a similar or opposite symptom known to us as be-
longing to some previously proved medicine. By making
these comparisons, our memory receives the new symptoms
of the new medicine as having a relationship with other
medicines. By provings, we learn how necessary it is to
observe what are generally termed trifles, for even by these
apparently small differences do we know one medicine from
another or discern one symptom of one medicine from a sim-
ilar symptom of another medicine, and these accurate obser-
vations of what were formerly considered and termed insig-
nificant and unimportant symptoms, constitute the great
difference between a skilful, and therefore a successful physi-
cian, and a routine practitioner.

As illustrating this proposition we will take a patient who
complains of diarrheea. The Allopathist is satisfied that the
disease is diarrheea, that it should be checked, and at his first
prescription he orders his usual panacea, Opium, in some
form or other. We seek to know more than the meagre
knowledge that the patient has a diarrheea, we examine him
as Hahnemann has taught us and as it behooves every true
Homeopathician ; we elicit at our first question, as to when
his diarrhcea began, that he was first attacked in the morning,
or had for some days always been worse in the morning.
We know one condition, that of time, and know that Bryonia,
Sulphur, Podophyllum and Thuja, besides other medicines,
pre-eminently produce and cure morning diarrhcea. We
know that Bryonia has morning diarrhea which takes place
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as soon as the person has risen from the bed and begins to
move about; we know that the Podophyllum evacnations are
generally green, that the diarrheea characteristic of Sulphur
drives the patient out of bed ; the call is imperative ; and let
me here remark, that we owe this knowledge verified by
many cures to one single symptom of one prover : this symp-
tom is on record in Hahnemann’s Chroniec Diseases, and we
find it observed by Frederick Hahnemann, the son, under
No. 868, where it reads, “the stool is discharged suddenly
and almost involuntarily, he cannot rise from his bed suffi-
ciently fast.” So much for one single, well-observed and
recorded symptom. The Thuja morning diarchea comes on
after breakfast, and this symptom, although it is not often
met with, we owe to Dr. Wolf who gives it in his high po-
tency proving, of Thuja under No. 483 ; thus, *“ Diarrhea
every day after breakfast;” this observation has also been
verified by experience. We now continue the examination
of the patient, and he tells us that he had to rise quickly and
then had a painless, watery, yellow diarrhea, which con-
tinned during the forenoon and was better in the afternoon.
We need not choose long, but administer at once one dose of
Sulphur, for not only the time and condition are charac-
teristics of the remedy, but also the quality of the discharges,
and if we continue our examination of the patient, we will
undoubtedly obtain further symptoms all indicating Sulphur,

It is not only advisable, but absolutely necessary, that the
provings of medicines should be made by ourselves on our-
selves. The observations on others, although indispensable
to a perfect knowledge of the effects of medicines which
we seek to obtain, may leave us continuallyin the fear of not
exactly expressing in a proper manner what has been felt ;
we must therefore continually remain in doubt, or at least
partly so, as to whether the proving is a deception or not.
This obstacle to a knowledge of the truth, which cannot be
entirely obviated when in search after the morbid gymptoms
excited on another person by the action of the remedy, does
not exist when the trial is made on our own person. The
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individunal who undergoes the experiment knows precisely
what he feels, and every fresh attempt that he makes is an
additional motive for him to extend his researches still further
by directing them towards other remedies. It renders him
more expert in pursuing further trials, while at the same
time his zeal is redoubled, because he thereby acquires a true
knowledge of the resources of the art which can be consider-
ably increased.

The proving of medicines, first on yourselves then on
others, will further give you such an insight into the Materia
Medica as you could not obtain in any other manner. With
every new step you take, you will learn to appreciate and
admire the great works of the masters who have presented
you with complete, well-arranged provings, and by following
their example you will become masters yourselves, not only
in the art of proving, but in obtaining a mastery over the
master-provings, which yon desire, to become enabled to
apply for practical purposes. 3 * .

SCARLET FEVER.
BY P. P, WELLS, M.D., BROOKLYN, N. Y.
(Continued from page 408.)

Lachesis. We have already called attention to this remedy
in speaking of the treatment of the torpid variety of the dis-
ease before us. In recurring to it here, our object is
to point out more particularly the indications for its
use. It is worthy of remark, that though in general,
Lachesis has so many resemblances to Belladonna as to be
rightly regarded as one of its nearest relatives, in scarlet
fever they are oftenest in relation to conditions the exact
opposites of each other. The symptoms indicative of Bell.
being sharp and demonstrative, while those of Lachesis de-
clare threatening gangrene, or destructive decomposition of
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both fluids and solids. Instead of active, strong pulse, hot,
dry, skin; glowing redness of the face and injected eyes;
throbbing pains in the head, etc., we have a cool surface,
perhaps covered with cold perspiration ; torpid, peripheral
circulation; passive hmmorrhages of dark, fluid blood ;
slonghing ulceration of surfaces where the specific effects
of the poison are more especially localized; acrid or foul
secretions, ete. The swellings to which the two are related
are also quite unlike. Bell. belongs to those of the glands,
with the phenomena of acute or of the acutest inflammation ;
while that of Lachesis is of the cellular tissue, threatening
suppuration or gangrene, the whole tone of the general phe-
nomena being of a lower grade than that which is so char-
acteristic of its relative. This is notably true of those about
the throat. It is of the utmost importance to distinguish
these differences in practice, and to select the remedy ap-
propriate to the given case in the first instance, for if we
fail to do so then, it is more than likely we shall have little
opportunity to amend this mistake. If the process of dis-
truction now set up, of which we are so plainly warned by
these accidents, be not met and conquered at the outset by
the administration of the appropriate remedy, the case will
soon pass beyond the reach of help from any, however ju-
dicious may be the selection, later in the history of the case.
Of the variety of the fever characterized by these swellings

We shall speak more particularly hereafter. It is only
alluded to here for the purpose of illustrating the contrast
between the action of these drugs, which we wish to present
in a manner to elucidate, as far as possible, the place of each
in the treatment of this formidable disease. It will be seen
at once, we think on only a cursory glance at their patho-
genesis, that they here belong to opposite conditions, and
can never be substitutes for, nor alternates of, each other.
The nearest to this which can occur is, that Lachesis may
rightly follow Bell. if from the use of this we have failed
of curative action, where it seemed appropriate, and the case
has progressed, notwithstanding its use, to that lower plain
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of action which we have pointed out as indicative of the
condition which calls for the use of Lachesis.

In the treatment of that variety of the fever characterized
by acute inflammatory action in the brain, it must be ap-
parent from what has been said, that Lachesis is not likely to
find an extended use. It will not be difficult, however, to
place its proper sphere in that class of cases where the
symptoms indicate a low grade of inflammatory action, and
where fatal issue is not so muech to be feared from inflam-
mation and its consequences, as from exhaustion of the vital
forces from the direct action of the morbid poison upon
them. In its relation to the inflammatory cerebral variety
its place seems to be below that of Stram., Hyos., Su]phl.,
and Rhus, The moral symptoms are scarcely at all like
those of acute cerebral inflammation, and the intellectual,
but slightly se. Inability to think acutely and continuously.
Great weakness of the memory, listening is very difficult,
the words spoken seem immediately to be wiped away.
Entirely without memory, he neither hears nor understands
what others say, though he can still think correctly. These
are all.  The symptoms of the head are something more
positive. The pains of the head are deep within, and are
aggravated by external pressure. Or they are dull in the
forehead, or whole head, with nausea, in the afternoon.
Heaviness of the head in the occiput, forehead, or deep in
the centre of the head, with vertigo, mornings, on waking.
Pressing pain in the head, with nausea or with drowsiness ;
or under the whole skull, as if from taking cold, or with
nausea alternating with heat, and much increased by stoop-
ing. Itis great in the morning with strong congestion to
the head. Constriction of the head over the ears, with pres-
sure to these, under both temples. The tensive pains in the
head are relieved by external pressure, and are sometimes
accompanied by whizzings and rushings (sausen) and sen-
sation of heat in the head. Shootings in the vertex (scheitel),
also from the eyes to the vertex, or in the temples, or in
the whole head, as if from knives, with stiffness of the neck.




