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UNITED STATES AND MEXICAN

MAIL STEAM SHIP LINE.

§ L. Frou a long residence in the Republic of Mexico,
and an intimate acquaintanee with its eommercial and
other resources, the undersigned has for many years
been deeply impressed with the importanee of opening
direct -and regular-communication by steam, between

the United States and the several Mexican ports em-
i

braced within the circuit of the Gulf of Mexico.

Bo-this endphe early conceived the idea of the estab-
lishmentiof a regular weekly line of Steam Ships from
New Orleans or Mobile to the several Mexican 3
the Gulf, making the entire cireuit thereof, for
pose ofimail service:

Impelled solely by his convietions of. the great public
need of this service, as forming the basis of most 1m-
portant (1(‘\‘('1“]";:1&‘1]':& in the commerce between the two

N S

countries, the undersigned first brought the subject to
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By the terms of this contract, the undersigned under-
takes to place in service a line of steamers, for the punec-
tual performance of four round voyages per month,
between the port of New Orleans or Mobile, and the
other ports of the Mexican Gulf described in said con-
traet, for the transportation of mails, passengers and
freight: one-half of the mumber of said steamers to be
navigated under; the Mexican flag, as national vessels,
enjoying all the privileges of such. nationality; the
other half to be navigated under the flag of the United
States.

For the service to be rendered by these steamers, the

Mexican Government, on its part, stipulates to pay
annually the sum of $120,000, the centract to confinue
for ten years, from the commencement of the serviee, as
follows ;
{ The duratien eof this eontract shall be for ten years,
t of the line,
term (Government shall enter into no! eon-
tract with any othier pacty for the performance of similar
service on the same route.”
The following table will elucidate more particularly the
service to be performed.

See also the various maps hereto attached.

11

5. Table showing the route of the Steamers of the United
States and Mexican Mail Steam Ship Line, and the vari-
ous ports in the Gulf of Mexico at which they are to
touch, as also the distances between the said ports.

Distances 1n| Totals

New

Total... ...
LEEWARD ROUTE.

olgamers

It is proposed that the steamers of the line shall leave

the port of New Orleans, or Mobile,on the 1st, 8th, 16tk

and 24th of each month, and make/the. round voyage.

touchino at all the above enumerated ports, and back, in

the space of twelve days ; including detention at the dif

ferent places at which they touch. These voyaoes
| ] yag

NS 1) M i o e B i~ rie R IR A oI O
ioned, shall be alternated, that is to say : the steamers
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frequent, difficult and irregular.
7 The Mexican Government has strongly pros ed
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annreciation of the value of the enterprise undertasen |
the undersiegned, by the liberal concession which it
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made toward the establishment and support ot tl

But in makine this concession, the Mexican Gove

: o and sEll believes, that
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, is one of an international character, and in
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comé forward and manifest a pr yportionally liber:
position towar s its support and encouragement.

The United States, it 18 evident, will enjoy a greater
deoree of benefit than Mexico from the line, on account

1 er population and wealth, and as" they will

unguest ignably.always maintain a balance of trade largely
in their favor, they will conse s;‘.’.(‘T'Lﬂ}' receive a propor-
tionally larcer increase of révénue, and Jare gthuspeven
more diréetly interested’ than - Mexico1n

: 1.1 - :
effective establishment.

1 v . 2 o3 s 3Bt
lersioned therefore,inpursuance of nis desire
Governments

of his proposet ine of Mail Stea
[

Mexico, to the consideration of the last Conoress, (3

Conoress, 2d session,) and asks such aid be granted
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to him on the part of the Goverment of the United States,
by means of compensation for mail service, as would
justify him in at once proceeding to the effective estab-
lishment of the line.

The Mexican Government counted truly on the

})1‘4‘3'*1‘(3‘?\‘51\'?‘ spirit and liberal‘and friendly disposition of

the United Btates, || Thel propositions'of the undersigned
were received' by Congress, and by 'the public at large,
with a degree of favor that could only have been elicited
by an|enterprise that was felf to be greatly needed, and
that was in-a direction where our commerce had hitherto
been too much negleeted. . This was manifested by the
able letter of the Postmaster-General to the Post Office
Committee of the Senate, upen the subject of the pro-
posed line, by the #avorable report of/that Cox mmittee,
and by the almost wnanimous vete'of the Senate in its
supp@rt. " Public sentiment also, as’expressed generally
i the press, and.in the remarksof leading' Senators and
Representatives, of all parties, was in the most decided
manner in favor of the project. In fine, both the conces-
sions of the Mexican Government and the project itself
have wuniversally drawn forth the most unmistakable
evidences of :,1ppr«_>\'nl in the, United States, and the
manifestation of a desire to meet the spirited advances

of Mexico upon the ]'r."x,'\‘l.\‘ of a Ii?n'r;zl reciprocity.

9. '.[1}1(‘ contest }li ween ’j‘(‘ two Ll"]l\LQ on Ll‘? (Ll,pro-

priation | bills, however, at the termination of the last
session, caused the plans of the undersiened to be acain
del J\wl and foreed him to postpone for still another
year the consummation of the enterprise to which he
has so long and so assiduously been devoted.
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That consummation he trusts is only delayed; the
establishment of the line now only awaits the favorable
action of Congress. The undersigned is fully prepared
to carry out his important undertaking upon the sole
responsibility of himself and associates, whenever he
can obtain assurances of that support from the Govern-
ment of the United States (in addition to that already
granted by the Government of Mexico) which is due not
only to the nature of the service to be performed, the
1.»9(_:111}&1" value of the new channel of communication to
be opened, and the increased revenue which will
derived from the large and important trade which will be
built up. but whichis also absolutely necessary to secure
the establishment of the line ; for without this additional
support the enterprise eannot justly or wisely be entered
upon by private individuals.

That support and encouragement he doubts not will
be accorded by the enlightened Representatives who

compose the present Congress.

PRESENT POSITION OF OUR COMMERCE WITH MEXICO, AND NECES-

SITY FOR STEAM COMMUNICATION.

10. In considering the commercial and political advan-
tages that will acerue to the United States from the
E-sln.’l’:ﬂi.\"llmvm of the proposed line of Mail Steamers to
Mexieo, it will not be 'out of place to call attention to
some facts connected with the present condition of our
commerce with that country; and also to give some

lata illustratine the effect which increased facilities of

£
L

Steam Cummumcm1011 have had upon the commerce of




other countries, and consequently must have
between the United

T

These statements will have the more value from the

States and Mexico, if applied thereto.

question of our relations with Mexico is
now rapidly becoming one of absorbing and important
interest before the public mind.

The entire Crsr.'mufir-:iul transactions between Mexi-
co and the United States—notwithstanding our extraor-
dinary -advantages of geographical’ position, and the
extent of our/varied/manufactures adapted to that mar-

ket—do not now reacl

, ac¢cording to, the most recent
data, the sum of $9,000,000 per annum, while those
between Mexico! and Great Britain ‘amount to over
\?31“')411“) per annum, including. almost the entire
shipments from-the yarious Mexican ports. Our
exports to _‘\[{*\'imv for the year-ending September 30th,

353, were but $3,315,825.

In 1835, the eommercial exchanges between Mexico
and “the  United States~were upwards of $20,000,000.
silit'v that [;("I‘i'-d our trade with Mexico has constar ‘I]
declined, while that of England has advanced. This
is owing to the support and encouragement which has
been given«by“the government of /Great Britain to
its trade with Mexico, and to the apathy which, on the
other hand, we, as a government and as a people, have
for many years maintained rwith reference to all that
concerns the encouragement and development of our
trade with the Spanish American countries, to which we
are naturally, and should be also commercially, so
closely allied, but to which we are as yet practically

4

almost perfect strangers.

Had this commerce been properly encouraged,it is not
an overestimate to say that the commercial exchanges

of the United States with Mexico would to-day exceed

+

in amount the entire commerce which that country now

maintains with all countries combined.

12. The total annual value of foreion mmports into the
Republic of Mexico at the present date, amounts to
about $26.000,000, and the exports fo about $28,000.000,
making a total foreign interchange of imports and ex-
ports of say $54,000,000 per annum

This commerce is distributed nearly as follows ;

Exchanges with England, - $23,400,000

U s Umted States, o ((1858) 8,700,000
' ‘ France, \ . 5.500.000
Germany, . ! 2 000.000
Spaim, . . > 1,200.000
Belc ’i'Hﬂ, . . - 100,000
Sardinia, 100,000
Guatemala, Tu.n or, No\\
Granada, Venezuela and } 200,000

Chili, -

Island of Cuba . . 1.200,000
]
India' and China, . 1.000,000

Total, $54,600,000

Erom this statement it will be seen that Encland ano-
nopolizes over half of the emtire foreign commerce of

Mexic B Sy | B e, R ol G .
Mexico, and that her proporiion oiL thlS commerce 18

nearly four times as larce as our own. And vet to se-
th

cure this trade, England has to pass hyiour'very doors,
in fact almost within ‘our own territory.

Jesides this direct trade, England, in receiving as she
does nearly all the silver which is exported by Mexico,

in payment for her importations, not only from England
3
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also from other countries, has the additional ad-
e of securing a profifable exchange business, and
clusive freigcht upon this vast amount of treasure.
These advantages-England has acquired through
het: sagacious and tiberal policy;.in .<‘u,';]m/':z;;g reqular and
safe lines of steamers to Mezico,) by which her merchants
have frequent and regular, communication with that country,
and a convemient, and. always reliable’ means of receiving
their returns in the pre clous metals.
The importance of this fact cannot /n. overestimated.
[t affords-at onece a l{-:\.‘ to the whole secret why our
]

trade with Mexico—and with all the Spanish American

countries with which we Steam Comimunica-
tion, (and the only exception is Cuba)—has declined and
become almost lost, while' England’s\trade has largely
(‘:eT\';:m'rin,E, and she is -1 dayv more completely and

ntirely taking their commerce awdy from us.

COMMUNICATION TUPON THE

XEAT BRITAIN,

The vast increase of late years of England’s tu.(l“

4

OvVer our own, noi U:il_\' with Mexico and »_\j )a

ca. but with other countries, can be traced sol

facilities which she has afforded to her comm

those countries. by establishing regular lines of
Steamers supported by Government subsidy, and'which
facilities we on the contrary have failed to supply. The
truth of this position will be fully demonstrated by the

statements which follow.
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policy which has proved so advantageous to Eng-

SEC 111'f uhc commerce (11 _“JCX‘.U\“'. ‘!1;1,» 1):’_*.-:1 ln_}z‘-
7 le'.'.f.‘afh reference to her trade with Brazil. A

feamers was .\"‘I!,J.\'.‘ lized I?.'.f"] "HTIIIIEE":'U""!

The immediate and powerful

3 e e g S A
fested 1n an increase of .1)111.1.\‘;1 (’.\J';e IS
112

about one mil

1on ste ]]mu. ($5,000,000)

i

the first year, and in five years the entire trade, tmports
and ezxports of England with Brazil, increased two hun-
dred and twenty-five per cent.

Up to 1857, a period of seven years since the estab-
lishment of Steam Mail lines to Brazil, the annual ex-

p-‘rrr.\' of British products to thatieonntryhave more than

ibled, while during the seven years previous, without

~

doy
Steam Commerce, the increase was only five per cent

not five per cent. ally, !:z:t five per eent. for the

whole period of seven years preeeding the introduction
( i‘ Steam Communication.™

15. Brazil and Mexico are net isolated instances in
this regard ; the same rule holds eood with reference fo
the  establishment of  steam . communication  between
Great Britain and other countries.

Take, for instance, the 1ncrease/of exports from Great
Britain’ tothe * United ates, conséquert’ upon steam

commmunication, as shown by the followine statement:




Statement showing the value of British manufactures and
products exported to the United States every tenth year
from1800.t0 1840, and every third year since 1541.

Berore Steay Conmerce.

1800 - |)1'1829,570,975 39,690,395

1810 l 29,200,940 ! 54,870,805
1820 26,699,270 S50 74,459,805
1830 20,103,735 :
1540,/ | 29,348,190 356 109,590,523

The ( Cunard Steamers were subsidized and com-
meneced the mail service in 1840. ) The exports of
British products to the United States, it will be seen,
underwent no.perceptible increase from the year 1800
to 1840, although the population of the United States
during that period increased from five to seventeen mil-
lions, and the general trade and business of the country
in like proportion. But since the introduction of Steam
Communication, mark the results. While for forty years
there had been no pereeptible increase in this trade, yet
in 16 years.of Steam Communication, Brifish: exports
to the United States rise from less than 30 millions per
annum to upwards of 120 millions per annum, or four-
fold.. These figures, it will be noticed; give the exports

of | British produets and

manufactures alone, not of the
entire trade.
16. Again, since 1850, Steam Communication between

the United States and Great Britain has inereased over

2]

100 per cent. Take, then, the average cxports for seven

years before that date, and seven years thereafter.

Statement showing the average annual exports of British
products and manufactures to the United States for two

periads of seven years each, befure and after 1850 :

From 1844 to 1850. [519,509,595 | From 1850 to 1557.{396,013,305

Steam Communication between Great Britain and the
United States sinee 1850 has doubled ; and what is the
result? That British: exports to the United States for
the same period have also neatly doubled!

No one can possibly misundérstand the lesson con-
veyed by these facts. Steam Communication has in 16
years more than quadrupled the exports’of British prod-

ucts ~to the United States, while in the preceding 40

vears they had remained about stationary, or absolutely

declined ; and by doubling these facilities the exports
have.doubled,

17. The followine statemént. oives a fair view of the

increased sale of British products and manufactures m

the different countries of North and South Ameriea, as

produced, by and largely dependent upon her Ocean

o

Steam Mail service,




Statement showing the exports of British and Irish goods

)7 j,’ (not forewgn producis) from Great Brilain !; the

seral countries s naaed, in 1842, and also in 1856 ; two

pmnds with 14 years antervening, during which time,

almost the entire Ocean Mail) service of Great Britain
has been created :

South America...

Total W, Tndies, Central & S. An 4 R8s 36,5 35 264.171.920
Total North Xmerica.._ __.. .. p 11,66 30,002 411 100,780,750

Total Northvand S

land. They show, that on aceount of the Steam 1?“'1{1:_1::'.\‘
which have been mtroduced throus rl; the aid of Govern=
ment subsu }\. 'lliv,", alllle 11 Si H( [0} l;”xl\]l 1!1"0-?11'1-‘.‘7.< ifl

British North' America and/the Uaited ‘States
creased, between 1842 and 1856, from $29.3
$130,092,410, a net annual oain of more th:

000 ; :,ml that the West India and

trade,

isfactory in j»‘-,»lx'uz'liu:; to

afforded, having increased in the same period

),371,015 to $66.54 £2.935, a net annual gam of over
$25,000,000,

9 5
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COST OF STEAM MAIL LINES.

])Hl notwithstan 1 r the large subsidies }Jilill II.V

(mf.,lf. Britain for mail service, the cost of supporting

such Lines, it will be found, forms but a trifling charge

upon the commerce she gains there "\' and 1s rea ” 7 an

almost nominal percentage upon her fotal t

Statement showing the total commerce "if Great Britain
with the different countries of North and South America ;
the gain consequent upon the establishment of Mail

Steam Ship Lines, as before stated ; and the cost of

postal service thereto :

The exact c:\‘p\.:n-.lmlr::, as. shown, I Dy the foregoing
statement, ¢s about one-quarter f_'/‘f.//(r;‘_/)r r cent. (repre .\-.'!mwi
by the decimal,.26), on the entire’ amount of comimerce.

The cost for British North America is .5, or-one-half
of one per cent. ; for the United States, one-twelfth of on¢
pPEer cent. ; West Indies, Mexico and Central America
1.23; or one and! gne-guartér of one /per. cent. ; for South
Atnérica, one-tenth of one per cent.; for the West Indies,
Mexico, Central and South America, (‘//,HZ';/F!]. 65, or
tno-thirds of one per cent. ; and, as stated, for all America,

one-fourth of one per cent.
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This, assuredly, is not an exorbitant expemhture upon
the amount of commerce transacted. If a merchant

should invest annually in advertisine. the sum of

$1,350,000, and get a trade of $515,000,000, it would not
appear.to be an unprofitable outlay.

At this rate, $200,000 expendedin mail service to Mexi-
o would bring a mutual trade of $50,000,000 per annurm.

Upon the gain in exports alone, this expense is also
merely trifling: for this enormous increase of over
3125,000,000, per: annum, we find, is-secured by a gross
government cutlay, i the support of -Mail Lines, of less

than two per cent. upon the increased export per annuwm of
wtional produsts.  And it is also shown that upwards of

one-half@f this amount is returned to the goverument in
posta

=)

(8
o

Surely, there can-be no further doubt as to the adwvisa-

bility of expenditures-of this character on the part of

gm'crmncut.

INCREASE OF COMMERCE UNIVERSAL WHERE STEAM MAIL COMMUNI-

CATION IS INTRODUCED.

19. The same rule of increased commerce, consequert
upon inereased facilities” of eommunication; it ‘will-be
found, holds good with reference to British trade in other
directions than America.

England has extended the same wise and. far-sighted
policy to her trade with Africa and to China, India and
Egypt; the results that have there followed the estab-
lishment of Steam Communication have been equally

positive and important.

25

Mail Communication from England to the West Coast
of Africa commenced at the close of 1852. The result

is shown by the following statement:

Exzports of British manufactures and products to the West
Coast of Africa and Canary Islands, for two periods of
Jour years each, before and after the wntroduction of

Steam Communication :

1549 53,345,260
1850 3,505,915
1851 31522,000
1852 2,866,830

Thus showinga clear annual eain of over

{
o

o per cent.
in the export of British products.
To China, India and Egypt; the gain is even more

extraordinary.

Statement showing the ezports of British products to China,
Eqgypt and India, for two periods, before and after the
introduction of Subsidized Steam Mail Lines.~ Mail
Communication commenced in 1845.

Cost of

products, 18 prox - x in 14 years Postal service.

| 54,846,905 1$11,080,615 $6/233,710

1,105.015 7,938410-1 6,833,395

25,849.440 2,730,950 | 26.5881,510

5
j

31,501,360 ,149.975 ° 39.948.615 $020,570
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The annual increase of British exports to these coun-
tries since the establishment of Steam Communication
to them, it is seen, is $39.948.615 ; and this gain is se-
cured-z that cost? .\Il"w[\' I):.' a mail 51«;1,»:\@..1)’ of but
$920,570 per annum, ordéss than two and one-half of one
per cent. on the annual increase of exports.

No one) will jcontend that Lines of Steamers would

11:1\'£F' bee T est MI\I ed to ﬂ;c;'.\_-\_’ coun If.f 8 \\1 m' 1 aovern-

ment aid ; ner can any oiue, after seeio these results, fail

1 '.';\‘ 1€ lil,‘ir\:ﬂ for~the establishment
ich lines 1s a most profitable ex-
- e £ e A T e < ; S - +hor A
penditore; tending. perhaps more than any other one
cause, to increase! the revemues of the government; eti-
laroe the commierce o!‘ the Yy, and add to its gene-
ral prosperity and we

POLICY |OF '"THE UNITED STATES WITH/REFERENCE TO MEXICO AND

OTHER SPANISH AMERICAN COUNTRIES,

20. Can further-examples be necessary to show what
should be the policy of the United States with reference

!

to her lone neclected ftr:

rade \‘:ith the Spanish-American
countries: adjolning us; and. what uneans are necessary

forius fo again secure and/to increase that trade?

continen

Nature has given to usjamoropoly.of their eomineree
—unless we- choose to-reject-it. and prefer“to be sup-
planted by others.

These countries possess greater natural resonrces

‘_',l QJL(‘

population is already larger than that of the United Stat
they produce sufficiently to at once

valuable export trade in return for

from their geographical position, 1iu>

urnish every article required by their war

than it can be furnished from any other :_--)111111'_f.'—1:1'~;¢i-

ties of communication alone are wanting.

THE COMMERCE OF MEXICO, AND WHY.
n parficular,ds the absence of these facilities notic-
ith reference to Mexico.
~mostimportant of the Spanish-Americar
Republics, and is the one with which our commerce
should be the most extensive, and of w
should, from our natural  position, enjoy almost a mono-

llu‘;:\‘. .
But what are the facts?
The total foreign commerce of xXico, Hmports and

4 by Dn. ‘vIl__Tll T;"Il.u de 'r(‘j.';.ll'[ the

enlightened Minister.of Treasury,in his reliable
Mexico, is $54,000,000 per annum.

{

Of this, importations from the Unifed States, formed,
the” year -‘endine eptember—30th; <1858, -only

4 (3 P 1 . i 1. ~ T i e
3,315,825, and exports fo the United Stat

or a total trade of $5,793,290—Tess than one-sizth of the

ﬁ)/'/.[j]/? trade (JJ ‘..[;.r_f(io

1l
and (‘.".'lf;:'l";.\‘
gf}:)'llgy(]_("l..‘pl or over one-hal < .-: A.A‘( ? A.»,.igv (;."

Mezico.




Why is this?

Simply, because England has provided facilities for
constant and direct Mail and Passenger Communication
with Mexieo, and' regular and safe means of transport
for the specie and bullion rm—zd in payment for the

exportations thither made Y’,'\‘ ier own merchants and
those of other European counfries; and because, on the
other hand, ourown Government has failed altogether in
providing or encouraging the establishment of mail faeili-
ties between the United States and any part of Mexico,

(there 1s 1ot a sinele contract for mdil service to Mexico

now existing,) and has constantly overlooked or regarded

with indifference the great necessify and importance of
stimulatine and encouraging our commerce in that direc-

tiom.

PROTEEGTION OF THE® ENGLISH ZZ!.‘-‘-'ER,\‘}ZL.'.\'T TO ITS COMMERCE

WITH MEXICO.

922, 'The protectiop-that the English Government has
extended to its trade with Mexico has even gone so
far that British vessels-of-war on the Pacific coast, as is
now a notorious fact, are allowed to serve the interests

of Brifish.merchants fo the extent, not only of transport-

1

ing their 1‘wmiit‘:rm:fc.'\: of specie, but also of aiding them
in smugeling this treasure from the country in viclation
of the revenue 1.1 ws of Mexico, and greatly to the detri-
ment of <all American fraders, who'are thus subjected to
the disadvantage, not only of much greater delay in
making returns, but also of the enfire percentage repre-
sente d u. 1 £ l(\\ flll C\lnm C xld]'_( S.

In addition to this, our own Government hs

looked quietly on, while British and European merchants
in Mexico, through the aid and connivance of their re-
spective ministers, have also systematically taken ad-
vantage of the necessities of the different Governments
there to obtain from them, under the guise of payments
in anticipation of duties, special permits for the introduc-

tion of merchandise at a reduction of from 25 to 50 per
cent. from the rate of duties established by the regular
tariff of the country, to which, at the same time, Ameri-
can merchants of perhaps less capital, and all traders
pursuing a strictly legitimate business, have been com-
pelled to adhere.

Against such disadvantages as these, it has been diffi-
cult for the American merchants in Mexieo to compete.

But, by the extension of proper mail and specie trans-
port faciiities, and a prompt protection by our Govern-
ment of the interests of American citizens engaced in
trade with Mexico, this commerce, so rich and so impor-
tant, can again, and speedily, be restored to our possession
and control,where it.legitifiately and naturally belongs,

and where, for the future, it must permanently remain.

SHIPMENTS OF SILVER/ FROM MEXICO.

23. The shipments of silver from Mexico, in coin and
bullion, amount annually to upwards of $23,000,000.
Of this large export, the shipments to the United States
for ' the year ending June 30th, 1858, formed only
$4,342 535

The «;mirc} balance, almost to a dollar, after being

collected from every Mexican port along the entire Gulf
2 3
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coasts. by British men-of-war, and by British
ment subsidy, is shipped

\ Tﬂﬂ Tine of Steamers, via

to kngland, where it forms a most mmpor-
that oreat tidesof the precious metals, by

mmflux| the commerecial

hin \the circuit
Gulf, 1t wmill, bemoticed, are 17'1‘\ arded \to En
h’ the direct ronte. -onld_be via the United
States; tonching at New York ; but by the circuit of the

1

West India Islands to St. Thomas,“where an c_\.‘(:hzmg'u

o - | I ‘ a5 1 = o T 3 )
f steamers and reshipment take/ place, and thence to

trade be diverted
t route, from New (.":'lr::1s~; to _\':-‘.'.‘
thence by the. shortest routesto Europe, ‘Hz!':‘l_- woul l

undoubtedly; be a \saving in distance of suflicient 1

= - . X
rtance o eventually draw the whole T:':ulr- 1;u‘a\\'0f~n

1

E.urupu and._the Mexican ports on the Gulf, from it
present circuifuous route to » shorter and more divect
route, via the United States.

Tl e u‘l'\ﬂ]iTi oes 1 ﬂliS J,i;'(_‘l*[ rouie '\\'i‘ll mMor llit‘)?lll'

" ‘, ', 4 - 1 ' - H ¥ s « ¥
nently appear when we take into consideration the fact
that at the present time the shipments destined for

|
i

Furope, from most of the ports, haye to be rcarsied |1n

T 1 3 - 4 .
vessels to-Vera Cruz, and “there T-“-‘:iifi“}’ud.

stablishment of the G " Line will obviate all

he steamers composing it are to touch

» more important ports.
INort | l o

n 153 s 4 5 Faoranr il olhay % i
The differe time, 1 ravor oi shipments ia the
3 more worth
The present time of passage n‘, A[lt’ English steamers

rom Vera Cruz, touchine and remaining a day to coal

at Havana. and exchanging steamers \'.i;u toss of another

ri'.l_\'e and sometimes more, at St. Thomas, to Soufhamp-

venty-seven days. Via New York, the time from
\ era Cruz to England would be reduced to twenty days,
a .\':n'inf; r‘rI' seven days, or one-quarter in time.

Rates of freight and insurance over the respective
routes would probably be the same ; should be less
by way of the United States, for the route, via St.
Thomas involvesfar greater risks of navigation; as well

as Joss of t

time, and greater distance.

ut the trade of Mexico, by the establishment of the
proper facilities ui‘ communication with the Umited States,
will become almost exclusively our own, and this vast
tide of silver will assuredly fimd not only its entire trans-
port in American Steamers, but also its final destination

in the United States.

SIMILAR EFFECT TO BE PRODUCED BY *THE SILVER OF MEXICO

)DUCED BY THE GOLD OF CALIFORNIA.

regular export of silver by Mexico,

increasine searcity (in proportion) of that neces-

sary medium of exchange, forms a more important item

in the commerce of the world than we in the United




States, who have allowed so rich a current to diverge
from almost within our own borders, are accustomed to
imaoine ; and its retention within our own hands would
do mueli toward placing the United States in a position
to control the cm’rxn‘wrcml exchanges of the world.

The illl'(h'JI'?LUl'._f{j of | this’ view is greatly enhanced,
when it 1s taken into consideration that the prodnction of
silver in Mexico|might easily reach—and probably with-
in affew yearswill reach—a larger sum than the present
production of geld in' California, and- that the eontrol of

1

this entire-amount-can be secured to the United States.
The effect npon. the general trade-and commerce of
the country of the regular and constant receipt.of-an
amount of silver equal, and in additien, to that we now
receive of gold, flowing into our commereial centres, and
the oreat stz;n%iir.‘s that would be given to our nafional
Ijlro:\’i’n;'rity. can hardly be imagined—certainly cannot be

overestimated.

Such’ effects as | have -been 1»1‘0&11('0(1 by California

upon our trade and prosperity, and upon that of the
world, must again proceed from the developments which
will soon take place in the commerce of the United
States with Mexico.

Hence, it 15 seen, how iiportant are the bearings of the

-~

£

subject now under consideration, and how necessary it is,
that such facilities as are 1'0:5.11:(\11 for the proper encour-
agement and development of this trade h)hll IJL at once
and fully supplied.
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OF THE SPANISH AMERICAN COUNTRIES ON THIS
CONTINEXNT.
25. 'The magnitude and importance of the trade of the

Spanish American countries on this continent, and thei
I the extension of that commerce,
understood. A compa
(\?Lm Poj nlll.nlun and commerce, as con-
1at of the mrt‘ | States and Canada, will
not in this connection be altogether inappropriate; and
cannot fail to prove ilm’rrs:‘;nu'.
The extent, population and commerce of these coun-
tries, including Brazil ; the proportion of their commerce
pulation, and the small share swhich.the United
States yet enjoys of their trade, will be found fully set
forth in the following statements:
26. 1. Statement «/1/11//17 the population, area, and « "r’/'h'/,'f'
density of population tothe square mile of the principal
coundries on this Continent :

33,035

10,500,000




RECAPITULATION,
o K4, 2 dy Aaen S 5oy e - r .
e sily i Sl . 2. Niatement .\,7m/z/,:1\r/ the forewgn commerce of the prin-

cipal countries on this continent, as compuled from the

eIy - (EC; 8,000 latest returns ; the averag: per capila for each couniry
aba 2T JNT5449:462 / -
Other West India Islands 497,154
Central America . . . J 2,195,450

South| America | LW, .| 120,737,874 6,636,639
|

\

Total Spanish America .| 135,163,028
United States (% . . . ] 30,500,000
Canada . R | IR A 0 o W ¢

£ et ard A 3] . ~
of vmports and ';.I‘/I///.ﬁ\' : and the amount per /_'/_//m‘a of

their total foreign commerce.

- From this statement it will be seen, that these Spanisl
Americin countries, to which we are geographically“so
closely allied, but to which we are as/ yet such perfect
strangers, have a population nearly one-sixth greaier

than. that "of the-United~States;~and a territorial area
more than two and one-half times laroger than our own;

that/of these countries Mexico, Cuba, other West India

Islands, and Central America, exceed the United States

N
Hes

in density of population ; that Mexico 1;

Q
countries in population, as she 1s the largest in extent,
] - - 1

” 4
1a, "'Withl

except Brazil; and thatas compared with Canac
which we eonsider our frade so illli)ul‘l-ullf, Mexico 18 in
extent. as two and one-eighth to one, and in population

as three and one-fifth to one.




T | iteresting and instructive table; and to
those v."m) ‘11'-\'-' not investigated the subject, will doubt-
less cive an entirely new idea of the extent and ¥mpor-
tafice of the tfadenow-existing in the Sp: anish-American
countries on this continent, regarding which the popular
idea has been ‘one so entirely of disparagement and de-
preciation.

We. have seen’ that the  population and area of these
countries are very-cousiderablyrgreater than our own.

reat and 11 .x;m'-

We now find their/ foreign commerce—

)
tant as 1s that of 't he United States: and insienificant as

we have been accustomed to suppose was theirs—is
really but 17-per cent 'less than our oWNjIMYETOSS
amount, :md even in proportion to their population, falls
short. but 20 per cent. of being as large, per capita, as
that of the United States.

We also see that these couliries are
porting a mueh larger total of foreion commerce
they are all nearly equal m ext raordinary fertility of soil
and in extent of natural resources ; (certainly Mexico 1S
inferior to none,) and the actual present returus of some
of them, such as Cuba, other West India Islands, Chil
and Brazil, prove what the others are capable of under
proper encouragement and development.

In prope ortion to its pop lation the foreign commerce

y

of Cuba is 300 per cent. greater than that of the

United ‘States': that of (other\West India Tslands is 60
per cent. greater ; that of Chili is 30 per cent.; and of
Brazil, notwithstanding its large population, and as yet
very limited developmer rly equal to that of the

United Stafes. .

As recards Canada, the trade of the Spanish Ameri-
can countries 18 as nearly 7 to
\\nl INO dEE LU n extent the commerce ol \I ).

(;':Ll»f;&'i?_\' j-_‘gn_.i_\;

Awmerican countries

ot superior resources, nor in :1.'_ respects, of equal
es, has already become.

e imports of Mexico are as yet but $3.14 per head ;

~ Cuba

_- T;!" averaoce

- head, and giving Mexico

trade, her importations “would be nearly
would bhe £52.000.000 per annum, hera

&

they now are but $26.000,000.

No reasons buf the wantof tranquillityandthe absence
of means of communication, prevent the trade
’.?'..l'.':‘ nee ino o nronortior 1114 {: £
from at ence risino to projt rtions t;ll.ll to those of any
other of the Spanish American gountries ; and taking all
of these countres tocetl there is no reasen why ten
L O oo P s A P I . 3 -
) €al'S- 0L dSSIGUOUS GEVEeIoPIHent. Ok Lelr :lil-._lL‘ o5 Lie izi':lt
should net see 1t amount to over
$1.0000000,000% per annum, I ace of its( present

S500.000.600.

What proportion of their trade we now enjoy, will be
\' own b\' ‘Illll‘ i"-J 1 1
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1y L; ; ' A 203 1 yroductions we could advantageously use in refturn, but
28. 3. Statement showing the cominerce of the principa I’r"’_”-“ oL “1_‘1”1 1 "“”- } B ISR s bu
. ) S vhiich are naturally bound fo us by every tie of commo

countries on this Continent with the United States, e _“‘.” R R g M Aol S QT o
: Y ol B S ‘ interest, of similar political institutions, and of a true
g -June 30, 1558, as compared with th A 5 : =

A : continental commereial policy.
latest returns of their entire comimerce : x ! | " ; N ) <o

With Mexico, it is seen, our trade is but $8,000,000,

the year-end

out of $54,000,000, or only one-seventh. With Cuba 1t

is nearly one-half, and our influence 1s beginning to be

felt to a corresponding extent. With Central America

our trade is but $267,000, out of $12,200,000. No won-

~ g

3

der our diplomacy there encounters difficulties. Their
interests plainly lie with Europe, not with the 1 nited

wtates.

With the whole of South America “our trade 1s but

£42 000,000, out of & total trade of $272,000,000, or only

about one-sixth. With some of the South American

. 1 . 1 1 % : . y . !
countries our trade is seareely worth the name ; as for

instance, with Ecuador it 18 enly $13,700, eut of a total

trade of $5,300,000, and with Bolivia, only $51,000 out

of $2,700,000. With Paraguay; also, to which we lately
= 44 4+ . - s 1= . ~= ol oo

gave so expensive attention, our trade 1s actually as
d o8 P Lt A 2% e v d . Sl | 0 , e

vet without existence. Perugout-of -a trade of nearty

$926.000.000. does business only to the amount of

C-

$1.600,000 with, us. Of Chili's’ trade, of upwards ‘et

$40,000,000; we have only about” $4,000,000. ~ The

But $114,000,000, out of a trade of over $500.000,000, Argentine Republic and Uruguay stand in about the

] . 5 = e Qr y NIOTATF P =1¥1 dearil A stal $qec \ £
or ““1}» about one-fifth of heir commerce, is all the Uni- Same proporvion, and with Brazil, out of a total trade of

ted States has asvet had the erprise to secure of 'the $132.000,600, we have less than $22,600,000.
! (S L ' B ¢ 1 ~- &3 (¥ A 3 > o D > AW 4 J ."‘ . : i
II’:::‘;:‘ of ifs mm'u;:’h.'x‘,\-l" 1(‘5'_;}13\'.:1‘5, l‘f?ll(’ coun- l’l”l even luz\?,ll'__lf thes inl.nin.\lfl(,m_\. as 'h'-.\ oW €XISE,
i - = - iy . 1 T, PR A - aract
tries which are not onlv near us. and distant fro: b Wil e seen that our trade with Mexico, our nearest
=3 1 o 1Ly 1Cai L U, allld oldili 1001
=

];U[«)ln an Sources orf SuppLy, whici consume al nost Sle ? l[l'lh far short of the trade we have

every article we manufacture or produce, and whose
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} R FOESEE IO :
1dTiV |.1;l-,>>fr‘ Lo \\11.-,‘111 Sll:" most t“<)11t_‘.\},1|,|ﬂ'.,1.\ 1it ]1 el dl,a-‘;xp-
- the l)‘w]lh tion o f those articles which form
e uf their commerce, viz., sugar and coffee.

trade with Mexico raised to the same amount

it now 18 with Cuaba, in [)I‘_'i)i)i‘ﬁ”ll to i:;yz:l,“:ﬂ_ilv:),

would be $287,000,000 per annum. If equal, in pro-
portion. to population, to the trade we now have wi
the other West India Tslands, it svould amount to over
$70,000,000  per annum ; and even \if it reached mno
higher rate than our/present trade with Brazil, it would
be 1,1;;\\':11-513\' of $24,000,000 per anmum, or nearly three
times 1fs'present amount.

The/ tacts presented in these tables show that our
commercial relations with the Spanish American eoun-
tries generally, and -particulatly Mexico, with which
our,close proximity renders our interests more mmedi-
ate, are \'-.'t_‘;z‘ih'\' of 7and should an nmeddi: 'E.tzl._\' receive the

serions attention of ourleoislators and business men, and
that-eyery I‘u ility should be accorded by our Govern-
ment i that 18 cale nl’ ited to deve l')l’ OUT COTIMETCe 1N these

direetions.

F STEAM COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE UNITED

THE SPANISH AMERICAN COUNTRIES.

And yet to none of these countries haying

commerce have we a single line of steamers
,

cept to one port of Cuba, and one on the Isthmn

Panama,) or any of those facilities of mail and passen-

I
|

oer service which are so necessary this trade.

41

yhtained for hm‘ 111:,"1‘«'"!.1:1*;?\'.

almost a n noenop \"*' of T.‘iliS OTOWII

1 1'("[:.,’]'!;11"-‘ {
\LI)L’ axt lx (LJ “‘]dT’ z) er
Communication, between the
recently read before one of the

Y ety (g B e\ 3 R ) T o
York, by Dr. Thomas Rainey, a
- Sl e £ | |
mbheaing oOif the trade
gas is I AR e 3 sile #
countries, tie wWritel I'I‘JI'L“‘»L\ L0 Say
2 1 a4l ~ Do » Mg o
gular fact, that with an aggregate trade so large

Uld OMmy 1 \'wi 111:1&1;{‘.’ n[‘ 1311‘).\‘1: .\"tu:lif z:l'ij&,‘;r'.\_ 8
we Cu].kl:L best compete, t
commercial marine in the

A + D N oy |
oreat eontendinomval,

claiming an agoregate enterprise, equ tl d. by that of no

other people on the globe, should yet lag behind some

of even the mosf insignificant nations of Europe, in the

prosecution of ‘a trade which allt ':u: advantaces of oeo-
oraphical contiguity would proclaim peculiarly her own ;

+

that

she should not sustain a single steam ship line of
anyiclass to those vast; important and growing countries;

4

where’ wescould compete for the'large.trade noticed
above.”

The commercial men of this country complain bit-
terly) that the government gives them no facilifies for
conductine this trade suecessfully,/and competing on fair

terms with foreion merchants.

1 0 e
+ 5 \
the Vvest

T
Indies and Brazil, lying

They see the Spanish American Republ
II '1

1 ~ oy -
rioht at our door, much neare

6
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to Great Britain and other European countries,
and offermg to us a trade which is now very large, and
which,if not already as large as that with the old world,
is yet-destined within-the coming generation to be the
largest, the richest, the most matural and the most profit-
able trade in the whole world.

Théy complain not so much that Great Britain has the
monopoly of this| trade, which naturally belongs to the
United States, not so much that she conduets that trade by
Steam facilities, to the detriment of us who have none,
not so mueh that she has even four lines of steamers, and

weekly- communication, as well as-the advantage and

use of all other European lines, but that the eifizens of

1

the United Sfates are not permitted-to enter into a fair
ompetition for this trade. Our people probably surpass
any_other people in'the world in individual and aggre-
tterprise and _energy. They ask as few fayors of
government as any people on the earth, doing’ every
thing that is practicable and that energy and capital can

'rzzﬂish without the intervention of the government.

1
hat

But there are some things that, through ynaided private

enterprise, her citizens cannot accomplish: and one of

these is, the maintenance of mail steamship lines on the
ocean,

Great Britain has learned this fact from experience,

and is profiting by it. Her wise statesmen and merchants

4
know that commerce/can be accommodated only by rapid
stearn mails, which have regular and reliable periods for
arrival and departure, and that, although these mails cost

£1

the covernment and the 11:,~;.|1)L.’ S!:m]vihi!i‘_:‘ more than

those slow and uncertain communications which depend

on sailing vessels and overland transit, yet they are
enabled, by the facilities which they afford, to monopolize
and control the commerce of the \'.'('.’1'111 “Ml to divert it
from the most natural channels, into the lap of British
wealth. It is in this view of the subject that our mer-
chants so justly complain that our government, by re-
fusine to give them the facilities commensurate with the
demands of the age, deprives them of the pewer or g

lege of competing with for eion nations in this trade

palsies their hands simply because they are not
individually and by their associated capital, to do
which only the government can d lo.

The reason why our mail steamers, torbe established
in/this trade, r -:L‘li}‘t," the aid of government i\’_. because
foreign covernments subsidize their lines, m;l that our
individual enterprise cannoticompete with their individual
t‘li‘a.‘f'l’i;l‘lse, and //1 at of their qovernment ('m;/é’/l'/.uj.r].

The reason why foreign governments subsi
steamship lines, encaged in this trade, is, because those
lines cannot depend upon their own recetpts for support, or
run without government aid.

These facts areundisputed by steamship men and mer-
chants, and are \‘:,‘1'.1:('! by the practice of | the”whole

world,-and the great number of failures in attempting'to
sustain steamers from year to year, on regular lines, by

their I"‘U_-i'-‘..\' alone.

Iff Eucland by steam] has oyertaken(and neutralized
our trade with these countries, 'du'n we have
employ the same agent,and from geographical adv:

we shall soon surpass
o Y T ! 1
effectnally, than she




Endy e of e
comnefition. Die gains in

S g T
i countries an mmvaluabie trace,

‘oner means for its attainment
i

Hence, althoush much

ad no steamers
her threshold, the Mediterranean, an

the-enterprise-to-run a mam trank line to Gibraltar
and Malta, and nine branches from' this termini to all
the great points of commerce 1n Mediterranean Furope,
Asia and/ Africa’ Would we mot soon command the

— Ve

1 D~y L1 . = A £ FATT >
trade of all Seuthern Larope, or vy gstern Asi 1, and of

oceuUpymZ her own Ierritory,
r us te.get possession.  reat

ion to urge her to her

Post-Office Committee of the

ntatives, on the subject of Steamship

lia Islands and Brazil, at the last

sion, also forcibly sets forth ourdeficiencies with refer-
ence to the Spanish American Trade. “Itis a singularly
significantfact;and one demanding the serious attention

d E 1 2 2B | ) a 5 S .
of this body. that while the British Government sustains

el

Islands, along the Spanish Main, to Central America,

perfect net-work of steam lines among the West

and to Mexico, and from Panama along the whole Pacific
coast of South America, as well as from the West Indies
to Halifax in British North America, which are all so

red as to sweep closely around our whole coast,

ot afford to our commerce and our countrymen

no }'-v’"e\‘f-_‘ln, larons, and [1150 two

] ¢ fis oS o3t
lata, the Unite

i

L

» line of steamers, s:

to Cuba, and to some unimportant toucl

Centr: America, fo any i these ::xi'_-\'

fields of commerce, noty
pl")f\;vmi?_‘-.' to tht

aement from the

e a1l
i) )

people actually, as na

t1vreall P
vl al .

carriers, traders and bankers.

TENESS OF [THE ENGLISH STEAM-PACKET
SPANISH AMERICA.

14l

31, How elaborate and perfeet, in its arrange

Emnglish steam mail packet system is,/ ean

l'w‘.s"?f"‘.' lines fron »‘A“'Ilf'.":mi»?-‘u :,m-l ]‘.i\'r“(‘L.-w )

)

places in

oTOWING

ithstanding our very hichly

from the followme sketch of the West India and Brazi

1 - - 2 o

v month, and are taken ifrom »o

- e . TG f o)
Naid Steamsnips ot “1-“ oy

Steam Packef Company.”

This  Company ‘has twenty wessels
9,306 horse power, and 1,667
the covernment to carry the mails

the VWest Iiuii"s, Gulf —of

A
pPer annuim. I

the West India

made-up on-the2d and

uthampton

A
oyal Mail
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St. Thomas, and thence to Saunta Martha, Carthagena,
;\s*»ill'ﬁ.'za]l, and from X\lll wwall to Gre ytown Illtl

4

back. Returning, they leave Aspinwall with the

and treasure I'L'um the west coast of South Ameries,
from California, and touching only at Carthagena, pro-
ceed to St. Thomas, where‘the.entire West Indian mails
and the matls and freasuredrom Mexico have meanwhile
been collected ; and thence they proceed direet to South-

ampfon. Time between Aspinwall and Southampton
twentv-tw

,
tWenuy VO (1aVS.

Once a month, a branch steamer leaves St. Thomas

for Havana, VeraCruz and Tampico, with the out mails of

the 2d of the month, broucht by the-steamer of the trunk

Q n 4 QMmN I o 2. ]
line from Southampton| to ' $t. Themas. Returning, the

mails and treasure are collected at Tampico, Vera Cruz
and Havana, and reach St. Thomas in time to eonnect
with the main<line steamer thence to South Lo,
Twice 'a. month another steamer i:1‘(:n:r<.-»w!> from St.
Thomas to Porto Rico, Ja¢mel and Jamaica, and baek in
the same-order-to-St '!,‘i;,»rm:s, distributine the out mails

1 4 1
and collectine the home correspondence

4

Another steamer 1-'—,*::\‘('.\‘ SI’, Thomas twice a month, and
proceeds to, St. s, “Anfigua, Guadalupe,r Dominica,
Martinigue,, St. ] rl:;:iu. Barbadoes .and Demerara, and
returns in the same ler. Another branch steamer,
connecting with the last, proceeds from Barbadoes
twice yay month, to ~Sts Vingent; Carriacom;, Granada,
Trimidad, and Tebavo, and back to Barbadoes, by Al

same route, time to connect with the steamer for St.

1e

Thom:m.

Jamaica once a month for

Honduras, and back to Jamaica, connecting with that
from Jamaiea to St. Thomas.

Still another leaves St. Thomas once a month for
Nassau, and back to St. Thomas.

On the Brazil route, steamers belonging to the same
company, leave Sml?ll:uu;»‘mn once a umnﬂ , and proceed
to Lisbon, (Portugal,) Madeira, Teneriffe, St. Vincent,
Cape de Verdes,) Pernambuco, l; vhia .Lml l-.:.) de Janeiro
with the out m:nI:{. distributing them and receivino others
at each of the above-named places.

From Rio de Janeiro another steamer, proceeding in
mmmw‘.ion. continues on fo Monte Video and Buenos
\‘.'!"c[\?. Lilll‘llll‘ the same route is observed, and
mails t: l\nn up af every port for England. The fime out
istwenty-nine days, and home thirty-one days, to and from
Rio, \and forty days ouf, forty-three home, to and from
Buenos Ayres. Every cenmection on all of the routes
being made with the utmost regularity and punctuality.

32, The ramifications of these lines can best be nnder~
stood from the following list of the places at-which'the

steamers touch :
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and in social iraprovement, admonishes us to be pre-

: e e P The fallanina foree ok .
nared fo dispute, af no distant dav, a trade now forming lm JOLOING fLgures, taken from the United States Treas-
X i . ey TEAS

and expanding on this continent, which is destined to Y /LI"//\ will show our trade with Cuba at three

I'IVE!]. that of 1 the old \\.,1]“ PETIOLS [.”,fu’ € an ](://1. ritheintroduction of steam comm-
{ Qur present position indicates how essentially we ncaton :

mustconform, and to-a certain extent control, the destiny

‘ -

- .1 3 P atl .
of the new world : a u‘m.‘ux"i that we will exercise, rather
112' iu’ pe aceful extension of our eommerce & and eiviliza- ey T
?‘*'l_f)l(l_n'.\e)
4,893,842 i
6,310,515 0.R3:
1,990,297 10.29:
18,583
INCREASE OF 0GR TRADE WITH CUBA SINCE STEAM COMMUNICATION, : 7,509,26: 24
:-A.\l i, ‘jf)

<H

tion, than by ('muluml or usurpation.”

JON - |

) =3

94. Cuba is the only one of the,Spanish American
countries which has, as }'ut been made at all acgessible ol
to-the United States by steam communication ; and this B N
only asa s‘.“}’i’zt‘l-_"1»1‘:1'.?(' !V r steaniers running in our coast- 35. Thus, by the extension of even moderate

id trade. for ‘mail and passage communications, our trade

i

} Laha a'e rror-lll by =00 AOA s oy
Yet how marvelous \ have already been e resulfs! Cuba, a eountry « ut 1,500,000 mmhabitants, and an area

L= - : A : o1 A A TR been FOmLS LA
mare foreible arcument for the immediate extension of only 47,000 square miles, has risen_from $15,000;000

oo b - 8 . or annun rer S40 0 V) oT 9 - S
of Government aid to secure the establishment ot the pro: per annum to over $40,000,000 per annum; while
nosed line to Mexico, could be 'Wl'rSf'”.i‘,'yJ our trade with Mexico, a country that confains a Im‘”l‘ 1=
f - : ¢
. 4 i 2 3 11 ver 000 00 anr an arar { Anryrdl NiTaT
American Steamers commenced touching at Havana, tion. of over 8,000,000, and an area of more than 700,000

‘1 & oo, Bl , S N BV WA S TR SR 2 e Ah
about 1850 "Our trade’ with Cuba for that year was square miles, though ongel largely exceeding our frade

$15.282.695. RSince then, under the influence o f frequent vith Cuba, has, in tl ntire absence of steam facilities,
and rapid communication, it has risen until it is now (for become reduced to less than $9,000,000, and now ranks,
7 1

- S ~a) i ~ 1S RO : 1 amount of one artar of that with b
30, 1853) $41,648,037, or an |anmdal L/ ANOULNL Q0% ORD-FUL i that with Cuba.

hi

e Y

4 has Geen ge ained in etght years of “over $£26,000,000. : True, México, has been in a disturbed “eondition ; but
"\‘f“"lm she lonz remain so, if the proper facilities wer
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frequent and re

- N
and those or the Uniie

r mMeans of commuinio D11, and ner exports

. . 1 | e s v od almonst
t gropical staples would. be| 1ncreased almost

T 1 £

lefinitely: this/in-addition to her.vas production of

nrécious metals, and unlimited capitity to increase that

| +

sroduétions In return, her eioht millions of “inkabitants

Ot they now recety

ucts,

nutactures an { proau AES:

Forthe year ending June 30th, 1853, our exports

re ONLy -\'I L i; ;'1"[ wLe

wollld more than

trade with Cuba.

OTTON GOODS MIGHT BE

NEW ENGLAND.

proper encouracement and protection, on the
L L

d perhaps some jad
' & 1 d

r

["ariff, secured

almost exclusively control tl

3

IS our M"‘_;'if,"': of this
has excluded us from it,
Of the importations into Mexico, from Great Britain,

¢ 1 : S 11 1
tod34b6—amonnting

for a period .ef seven years—13540
to a total of $32,246,705, manufactures of cotton formed

over $57,000,000. “ Manufactures of Linen were

LUVEL

$12,000,000, leaving only. some $12,000,000 or $13,000,-

2y 1
000 as the agoregate value of all other articles.
talof eotton goods consumed in
Republic was even douwble the legal importation

vén :—ll,i-:)\'(_*_ [‘e,)r ?'nis ::;‘3:-'?:} enters-more L’z!‘jt-l‘u’ 7?1:“1

1 L

other into the contraband frade of that

exicorto therBrit
i 41 1 YES
Y HLUAe :1:1'.[(_‘5

They have only been driven out of the mar-

the manacement of [ _ ; yacked

1{\' diplomatic support.

38. 'Referrino to-this fact, ourefficient and able Ci

0
at Tampico, Franklin Chase, Esq., in a letter to the De-

partment of State at Washington, under dat

ber 3lst, 15564, s
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, the 1-.1'::“'11,;:11 marigets 1

Y
19

3
this Republic were supplied with the coarse cotion fab-
rics of the United States, from which our countrymen

34

derived- a lncrative business: but the envy of Dritish
- . P, U T Tyt e T o

Diplomacy, acting m concert with the British merchants,
o | : RS ot ¥ig = AT o e
Sugoested 10 the Minister ol Finance a schieme whica

1 ~ 2 A
\

i 1 1 { 1 T g e | e
Judeéd all such goods from the Mexican markets by a
11.;uiun of thirty threads to: the square 01 f\mz-(;l\_:u"n;r

of an ineh-Spanish. —The British Minister knew that the
manufactories in the United States were not 1»1':'1.:,11‘(-{'1 to
weave such! fine (feXtur 5, :;nd, in substitution
American) soods, the Mexican markeéts wou
;AT. 1 bf'. Ail'_ﬂ"‘ fabr 1cS from Great IJ" ‘!111.“
noh these réstrictions are now-aholished, we have
t0 regain this frade ; and in fact
nis and-manuafacturers-of cotton goods who

make shipments to Mexico, find

1 Lty = = . e A
s merchant hasnow not U_H Yy posse ssion of

it is furtherstrencthened in his position by

communication

cie ; while we, on the uilwr llm;«l, are

R > 40 . TR B bige B X
gither of these facilifies, and even at
epend, for a «:m.\'ula rable portion of the

ycnance ‘;/i"l' '«HIL

s€1VINng COrresp ,-.11:1 nee
2 4

States Consul at \i zZatlan;
: Department, on the 2
tates domestic
erior qualit

ol
A‘\I_l

f Europea

Certain! y this state of thines cannot be allowe

continue. With our fabries profrrre‘-d and only Eng-
lish enterprise to conte nd st. we cannot long

Ives to be shut out frnm so attractive a field of

!n)\‘.' ourse

commerce through default simply of means of communi-

i

cation.
39. Our Consnl at Tampico, in another valuable com-
B

,
munication to the State Department (Commercial Re-

turns, vol. 3, p. 415), says: “ Our tcommerce (with this

port) has dwindled down from the annual import amount
of $1.444.600 to $260,369 : the former being the amount

of imports from the United States during the year 1837

amount of imports durine the present
L o i

4 tto ¢

and.the latter the
k‘..ll

The exports hence to the United States
year L837 amounted to $1,233,197, whereas

for the present year o 1y amount to the sum of $208,57
Enclish trade, h,r-.«‘.'cnn*s‘, has constantly ill"l"f“d\'t d.

In giving this summary report of our eommercial
with this.commiry, I am impressed with.the belief
this is a favorable moment to ! ring

ner unportance
ufact
\':';1 import ar

in return such fa-

= + el vl 21
-\\ SEeTIOHS arawWiadii

this port and the Unifed
steam conveya
) has many

public,




‘here ooods can be sent at 50 f the Por
and valuabl
tment by our late indefatioable Consul there,
Ej‘ii -’_"()m‘}s. .

whom no one has t

ates of

nes even meoere

position, and the advantages pos

Tor el iths, endine Sept. 30th, 1856, the exports
’E OR-THE TRADE OF |TA E CRUZ. »

uz by the Enclish steam mail
40, To-show theimport:

0 ports of Tampico-al : ‘ b i $6.9495 040
' i s ’ o e c. 2y 2 4
rade is gontrolled by the | through the facil Coel 123,600

led by their recular mailypacket Amers,; the 24 000
21,600

$6,464 240

3.044 488

Specie,

Total,

The entire trade of the Port of Vera Cruz

United States for the year 1856, Imports and Exports,
23 K|AR 255
From the United States, D 300D KA.

% gther Countries,

The entire trade with Encgland for theisame year was
R13.559.006.
{ ' 1 1 Yol. Pickett. in a letter to the Department, April 15,
o : Ny A ™ oLl - )L cett, m a letier to tne epal ,
Of the Exports for this year $3,422 711 was in specie Col. Picket L [ I

: s et 1 o 857, savs :
shipped by the English mail steaers. 1857 ]

o]




« The duties received at this Custom House during the

4 1e
vear endinoe December 31, 1856, amount, according to a

statement just published, to $6,127,060 : of this sum I

doubtaf 2 accrued from American trade.

CAPACITY OF MEXICO TO SUSTAIN A FARGE FOREIGN COMMERCE.

17, The capacity of Mexico to at once sustain a large

and! profitable foreion commerce is.much greafer than is
cenerally supposed. .

 Thép ypulation of the Republic, according to the latest
and best authenticated returns, is now over eight mil-
lions. ((8,283,088.) This is divided according to races,

nearly as follows :

Of pure European blood, one fiftth—or say 1,656,620

2,208,524

Qf the mative orIndigeneusrace, ;%—o0r say

Of mixed Europeanand Indigenousblood, 5 —or say 4,417,644

8,283,088
is 766,482 square miles ;

10.8 to the square mile.

I'be observed, is a greater density of pepulas
ne half

:
1: over

~ 1 2> W m Ny Pl s P
that of Canada ; nearly twice that of Chi

1s one and o
]

four times that of Brazil ; anc than three times the

averace for the whole of SouthrAmerica.
This population, thouch not so far progressed in soeial

. to have become accustomed to all the

1 +

" more advanced countries, is a population

that has been devoted for centuries to mining pursuits.

59

%) o

1 - 1 - -~ . .o ~ 1 1 » - -y
and which conseaunently possesses all that extravacance
1 - I ‘=

ol hawit, Tondness ior display and untaritliness or (
S1CION, \‘-}lil'h are so P \,::ml[‘\ engendered amono a

. j PR | T - S5 » 1 & -y S
people chiefly devoted to such P

natural tendency towards extravacance of ftl
character, and the reflecting mind will at
that the consumption of foreien merchandise by such a

PHUj)l.l; '\\'i!] be Limited only by ?\m: .*l’.j}f:'i?.’ afforded to
them, and their ability to buy. They will consume fully

41 ¢ il £ 2 el e - - -

to the exftent ol thelr resources.
MY 715 e } 41 ) . e B L £]
L;‘:\ 1‘1,\'[1 ISTUIOT ears tile I1more eXcCiusivelry L.;.l"'!l tiie

~ . ~ . . 3 ~ y

foreion trads of Mexico, from the faet that domestic
maniifactures, in=that country arejaspyetanytheir-infancy,

and under the most favorable cireumstancges, cannot for

ner

‘

a long time compete with those of el

Ji, B . N . $11 . #lxr ¥ 18]
ates\oriliuropean countries : consequently, for all ex-
he more primifive arfieles of consamption, their

‘ 1 . A 3 ' [ xx v TRAR L :
niirs ‘1;';:).%1‘ >RCe MUst HEe (_.‘,\«,hlh‘l‘.{‘l: upon Lie ‘\"LL‘i’ll‘
received from abroad.

m - - [ - A. e -~ + > -~
[he limited means*of communieation that exist wit

AT, oy e R, Bl 11
MeXICo, and consequent rregularity, anu nioh

transportation both to that country irom abroad, and

£, it —~.l = 2 - Bk Yh ot N ! ¢ »
from the.coast tothe interior, have so, adiled to 'the eost
1 + 4 1

of foreion merchandise, that the resvurces of thecouatry

nave peen exnausted in paying 1or only mo lerate 1npor-
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silver, and other products Siit-

foreiom ef
sufficient to pay for iJl’n.:;.l\:'Ji\,' la e
merchandise that Mexico now

1 DEOD

and mannfact
any Increase of nduastry on

e resisted by a, people natarally

es - and! the desire f

LESITC Ly

11.‘.‘1'.;'

Faal - T I oa S
icles and fuller supplies thus
will 1sad to an increased ac-
: e ! Sl BCmOT ERD R ol
means whnerewithmtongratily

for both of these difficulties lies with the
It is in its power to

xico and open her vast frade and
1 .

s of commereial 1n-

eommunication,
enternrise and

vt neaceful intervention of our (Government in : reiimement,
¢ the cause of order and Constitutional Govern-

the prooress ot el
P

rm

i
| O L
in Mexico, we shall satisfy the demands of human-
' of that country,
4 A1 = B 7124
and avoid untold complications
of

both Mexico and the United

. The present foreion Importations of Mexico

(826.000.000, population 8,283,083) are at the rate of !
$3.14 per capita.

population to that of brazil,
F o o o e TRy TS T port $74.000.000 of foreion
This is probably not one quarter of the consumption of P I-fore1g
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With importations at the same rate—in proportion (o

nopulation—as those of Chili, she would consume over

$105.000,000 per annum: and at the same rate as Cuba,

she would }'eeluire over fi-,:l;'),t‘)l‘\(')’trlx)1L

These last-named countries have a population m no
respect likely fo consume more largely—under equal
facilities of communication—than that of Mexico ; there-
fore we seé what the trade of Mexico might ]
even under the application of merely ordinary means of
development, and aside from the causes which have been
alluded to-as so-strongly operating to increase her pro-
portionate consumption over that.of a more thrifty peo-
ple or'a more largely manufacturing country.

. causes, it must again be vepeated, are unusual

and important, and should be fully considered when es-
timatine what thé commerce of Mexico may become

under propér development.

INTERIOR COMMERCE GF MEXICO.

{3. The present interior commerce of Mexico 1s es-
timated by Senor Lerdo\deTejaday the alwaysreliable

by

Mexican statistician, to-be upwards of $400,000,000.
That this is not an exagoerated estimate is proved by
act that the merchandise which legally passed the
al leustom-houses of only the six cities of Puebla,
aro, Guanajuato, San Luis Potost, ani
Guadalajara, from the years 1842 to 1846, according 1o
returns published by the Juntas de Fomento of those

cities. amounted to over $40,000.000.

VALUE OF REAL ESTATE.

14. The number of landed estates of the R-‘Qlﬂf.i(’ IS
13,000, the value of which is estimated by the same re-
liable authorty at $720,000,000, and town property at
$635,000,000. This gives a total valuation of real
estate at $1,355,000,000, or an average of $163.50 per
capita.

The valuation of the United States in similar property,
notwithstanding all our vast internal development, is esti-
mated at only $404 per head, or two and one half times
that of Mexico.

MANUFACTURES.

45. "The annual value of the manufactures of Mexico,
of ‘all kinds, is estimated by Senor Lerdo de Tejada at

$90,000,000 to $100,000,000 ; thouch this estimate in-

cludes -some articles-which in the United States would
be classed as ‘//;'/r]//"".w'. This is but $12.07 per head,
while that of the United States is $33.13 for each inhab-

itant:

MINERAL PRODUCTIONS.

46.The migeral productions of Mexico are the present
chief support of her foreion commerce.
The yield of silver is estimated by the best Mexican

authorities to be upwards of $23,000,000 per annum, and

of cold, from one to two millions.
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gemonsvraten, an
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article : €. 01 ver S320.000.000

exports
4
. 1
Cruz alone were

,498.,330.




With a production ec f Cuba, Mexico's

commerce in this one item would amount to upwards of

$40,000,000 per annum.

Tobdcco is alreally eunltivated with success m many

.~ 1 T & < iy Fos v an atrhticle -
parts, of fhe H-L‘In.l?i)],ltx and micht become an article of

most extensive exportation. Its cultivation and sale has

> T P T
heretofore been' a wovernment monopoly but 1s now 1ree.
The income devived-by the government from this SOUICE
has been-as hich as$2,000,000 pér.aanum.

: . s darahle #om 3
Indiso at one time formed a very considerable item of

the exportations from; Vera Cruz, and mioht acam enter
relv Anto.the foréion commerce of the country.
Cochinesl is now larzely exported, and with proper en-

Y& A S e
cotracement the amount could be'rendered very nmpo:

tant. “~According to_an official decument the praduction

. E = S X' § Yartapa hace amonnd
of this one-artiele 1 _the State of Oajaca has amounted
«

no

tn,over $1.000,000 per annum, on an average, for th
almost a menopoly

d years. Mexieo (-.‘J_ll )

f this product,

Vanilla and Cacao also fall under
Ssamption of the latter article in the

S~ S e A 43 +q v ot \
aroely inereasing, and the supply must D

v/ from the Mexican Stafes.

43. In fine, 1t may be said

43

trv in Mexico 1S susceptiblie ol

development, and that in all the elements that enter into
and (":_nlx‘ﬁ"l"' a basis for a 1‘-.-li-ftll1=.f and

she stands to-day 1n relations towards the

anu
A 1 v 1.1 1 2 = 1
more attractive and more desirable than any ot!

frv on ]hg‘ ]A‘:”!,‘ (,\:.!‘7.5“. ";'_"Hh(“

» and to develop this inviting commerce,our

9}

o
67

first step must be to provide full and reliable means of
communication between the two countries—in no other

way can this trade be diverted from its present Euro-

1 1 . <
pean channels, and by no other means can it be raised to

hose 1mnortant nronorticns of which tw : Zate
those 1mportant proportions of which we have seen it is

capable.

VIEWS OF BUSINESS MEN WITH REFERENCE TO COMMUNICATION WITH
MEXICO.

19. The views entertained by commercial men in the
United States who are at all familiar with this trade. re-
garding the greatamportance and generalusefulness of
«Sltlh[i\h:vlf more fr(-(ipl,':lf 71'111 ]‘{'If'.!'l'; stean ""'H]li;’l‘;'!i—
cation with Mexico, cannot be more :val_f,' and ‘_i'i"'iirilil.’n,”'-,‘
set forth, than in the followine extract from the private

espondence of a gentleman who has, for more than
¢

ity years, occupied a leading eommerelal position in

1 oredt

Orleans, and whose laroce experience and

(2
-
)

nsiness sagacity giveto his opinions unusnal weioht.
Speaking of the vast advantage that.will accruedo the
United States from ’ int commercial deve ]u:’]mr-_vm,\' with
Mexieo,un diverting the Mexicad trade fo this, country.

he. says: “The propesed onee in full-opération,

i i

ly all the coin exported from Mexico must come by

N Y oo 1 m N oy Y y
y or the United States. I'he Enelish, French. and
German merehants ean then make their Furopean remit-

tances in about one-third less time than is now required.

i 1 1
1S “.'!,I he

L
NEI (1i-
HHEVY Ul

Yel




neans may soon be-

Li‘lll \ W \ 01 o ‘iy_‘,' i
come the centre of exchan or the trade of the entire
C‘Jll‘ 11 o T

nents of the United Statesand Mexico
hing that would more surely promote the
inferests of both, and develop their mutual commerce,
than the establishinent of qaxi-::k and regular communica-

tion by steaml befween their respective ports
Such an-eiiterprise as 131=‘ proposed line of steamers,
vill do more than ¢ ’l the efforts of diplomacy to stimulate
81‘."! enlarce our trade, hy gxeciting a spirit of industry
throuchout Mexico, leadine to the de\'(:'la"i.)![lt,f}lt of her rich
(‘H:!l‘_i.:,'l‘(_‘i‘!l resources, and establishing friendlyaelations

peoplé of the two coumfries, by means
ourse and regilar correspondence
n-evident;that whay Mexico mostwanted
berbrought inte’ contact
iterprising  busi

rade; speculation and gain, would
the Mexican mind, inspiring
) ““’"’x’;“-' W uh IIL G ;:_';1,1 ore pl‘:lr:ﬂc;ll Ltims t'mn 'Lw..ls{:
“useless !:-'n'lll(':zl 1'e”w:~t'a_i‘uir,':|. and armine them against

i’.lﬁl‘i_"ll&’., and 5 '~.' schemes of the mihtary and cleri-

yns. that have so lone held ih":n in ’.'>’.|.‘.'.<.i-'u1 and
ital bondage, and kept tthe country in a state of execite-
| dism df It ;mx.\t be patent to every reflecting

mind, thatno ‘-_m\x-msz‘l.zt ¢an be permanent there, unfil

th
a healthy [mlﬁil- sentiment is impressed upon the MeXican

character: and the surest and quickest means by which
this can be uc-mmphslml is, by bringing their people i,

contact with American industry, enterprise, customs and

69

principles. This ouce accomplished, the United States
will have opened a field of commerce of unequaled
value. Hence, the two Governments can accomplish
more T-J\‘»'Hl'i_lb the ends they should have in view, of
promoting the prosperity and commercial developments
of both n'nml‘!('lL'-“, e insfrumentality of such enter-

]".11 TEZI,'.\' l‘li(l].:l

nd thousands

EFFECT UPON TRADE IN THE UNITED STATES

OPENING OF MEXICC TO OUR COMMERCE.

50. The oeneral effeet of the full )] ninge of tl

Mexico to our citizeéns, upon the commerce of ]
United States, in stimmlatine trade and industry
every part of the Union, eannot be overestimate
The industry of the West will be siimulated in the
creased” demand for its breadstufls and provisions';
New Enoland, for its manufactures; of the norther
and middle States for their machinery ; and of the South
for its\cotton—no part of t’m- Union, and uo ‘hranch of

IuE'I

natural Siry, ‘can fail to be/recached and

benefited.

Mexico already imports over 50,000 bales of cotton
annually from the [fnihwl Statest /Certain and recular
facilities of “ecommun ation will j_l'l"t'tyi]l\' increase this
amount. Her 1'willir~:m"-!lf< in the way of machinery are

aroe, and cannot fail to be inereased in

under the progressive develio]




i)

few vears of tranquillity and the stimulus of American
energy and t*!li’fﬁ?!']'}!‘i;t)_
When we consider that Mexico 1s to-day a country

viroin to all the material improvements of the age, that

Sh(’ L.\\l\A r;lill’ﬂi_dh‘ A":“‘ to }_J‘I_l_i;{l. l%"li‘[{riiil]lS 1o l',";,'-fi.\"“.’.if'f’_
]

manufactories to establish, industrial enterprises of every

kind to put in operation; her mines to work by the use
of i;upr wed zn:u;hinvr}'. her lands. to be culti
their pro luets g:’xi“:lri‘t:l and prepe
aid of modern labor-saving appliances ;
all those inventions/ and improvements, and industrial
ameliorations, to/which'we are now ‘accustomed, and to
which we owe so much of our material progress, she.is
that for all these thines she
{0 ]y\.._\k abroal( tor her ,'-5.17‘51}". .‘LHI] can 10‘?31 I;l;‘,\_;zgl'(j, ],;]1‘(
to the United States,for it/1s only from thence that the
inspiration to their use-and the capacity to their applica-
tion/ can come ;-When all this” is considered, and we
remember that it 1s a\ population of eight millions in-
habitine the-richest country on the face of the eolobe,

whose its are thus to be supplied

. we may well
wonder at the apathy and indifference that has led us

hitherto to neglect so joreat :vl\':’t;x?_za:'vf.\',- ard for wwant of

ordinary attcntion’ and trifling eneouragement, to' perntit

so rich a commerce fto lie dormant at our verv doors.

51. The 1mportance of Mexico as a market for the
|

: ' N X 1 1 T s T Tareiey
manufactured coods of New England has already been
alluded to. In addition to this, there 1s another branch

e which should also receive our attentio
ol commerce whicli should also receive our aviention.
m - y - i BEES 4 £3 17 A1y
['his is the Entrepot trade, which we at one fime main-

- 1 o PR I | —=. o 1 e A0ra catahlal
tained to a considerable extent, and can acamm estaniish

far laroer scale with Mexico.

S

Twenty vears since, this trade was large and valuable,

is to say, the United States were then the
from which Mexico drew a Very larce Iml“titm of a
supplies of European and other foreign producti
manufactures. We have entirely—or nearly so,
this trade. and Mexico now draws these foreign Nll}lllli"\'
directly from Furope, though at large expense of time
and convenience.

This-trade . legitimately belongs to.the United States,
and we have lost it only from sheer carelessness, and
the absence of all exertion, both on the part of fthe
oovernment, and of  the .eommercial community,fo pre-
serve and foster if. 'With the ‘different railroad lines
now running and in course of completion, and the regular
lines of steamers running weckly or semi-weekly between
the ereatsAtlantic ports,and, New Orleans or Mobhile,
accomplishing the trip 'from Boston, New York and
Philadelphia to New Orleans in five or six days; and the
; l{'wpn.\'{\i hetween

regular steam communication now j
s
1

. .
ports, orders for

New Orleans or Mobile and the Gul
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PATXIES.

Ttvisia Jyery. sionificant. fact Viexico in her
present exhausted condition,! disturbed and torn asunder
as she now is by mtestine feuds and eivil war, should yet

bé so thoroughly impressed with the idea of the great

national-benefit-that1s-to mure to her from the success-

1

tul establishmeént of this postal line of. steamers, that she

has promptly stepped forward and agreed-to pay the sum

of $120,000 per annum, for the mail advantages of this

line alone.

Can the/Umted States) Government, therefore, in any
view of the subjeet, do less than meet Mexico on half-
way ground and consent-on her partte pay the moderate

sum of $200,000 p i, Tequired as her [‘!"r')\'vl‘til,li:.
) 1 i

'his' indeed 1s ng. amount, when compared
\‘.'ETEL ['v,‘ﬁ‘ ?Hf;_":.:"!'1 3 l :t to be

b camed, and es-

pecially so-when we \consider the advantages to be de-

rived 3»‘}' the United St It 18 not rea-

sonable or jll\'.', 0 expect that I fivate l‘['ﬁ%'['i){'i.\'t* and

capital will be embarked in an untried field like that now

proposed, without seme aid and enconragement from the
nd therefore the only point to consider is,
aid will tend to the promotion

1* 1

ests of the public at large.

53. We have shown

vantaoe in affordine such

ent than is necessary for

results must af
7 WIICIL NAas

» is, however, a sufficientrand-dmmeriaic

in favor of the Government 1 41Ing
assistance towards the pro
fact that the Custom-Hon
the increased trade which
ceed. by I)I"\l‘ii“trt\. SIX O el
to be disbursed as mail rey-
> - +1 4 e bl ) . &
enue from postage that will acerue f he Post=Office
J)a:jl:il‘fm; nt, and whii

than support the
i

The averace ratel of duties i|11}> sed by tl
[ariff-of the United Stafes] is sivteen per cent
foreign cost of imported merchandise; therefore, if
establishment of the proposed line of Steamers inereased
the imporis from the Gulf Porfs only two millions of
dollars” per annum, it"would add $320,000 per annum
to the national revenue, or $120,000 per annum more
than the sum to be paid to the proposed line. But in-

stead of two millions, who can reasonably doubt the in-




e s - : e = r "
e W llz amount in a very short ]n(‘fl!)(l to Iour, SiX, X = WS 5 rther delav i

S a7 o | : o ureent as to admut of no further delay in secu
or eight millions of dollars per annum, which would still ]

1 | s effective establishment at any reasonable cost, the
not be equal to our leoifimate share of this trade. and } , S . | .
l l =i e DS, trado; aig lowing extracts from the S’pl"w‘lz('\ of leadine senators in

thus give-at the last-named sum, an increased revenue oner t the close of the last session, when the bill
- ONoTress di e Close 0Ol 2 1 v SESS1011, WIIELL t1le i

i
+

of'$1,280,000 per annum,.or a.net oain to the revenues ; ; |1
‘ L B 3 L CLiis . J A5 £ il (1) 8 AN _(l.’,\-\. = X g " 3 t "' t i i 5 € i1 e Vi S
R iEviliese| g ] 8 L providing for the establishment of the proposed line was
of*the general Government, over‘the outlay for the sup- under consideration, will clearly show
= 4 IMaer considaeravion, 1€d11L SI1ONW.,
noyteats a1 - g =) A AT AT I
port ot the line, of $1,030,000 per annul. The shortness of the session, and unavoidable delays,
1

prevented the bill from being finally brought up until a

]

TAERRN R AR ECye s 5 N 3 &1 - e - ¢
Besides thesa reasons there is another in the fact
that the / . 1yl .
P ate moment, but the remarks elicited even i the
];\' ¢ has actunalliz entailed nnon! thie oatenn f 1T O . > < T
Lished has actually entailedl upon the government during haste and excitement of the closing hours of Congress,

4 Ao al - et ik & 7
> past  year—aione, ]i-.\:].)‘a.)‘.‘.‘ a oreater actunal outlay

of the facilities now proposed to be estab- el

- were none ‘[11:- ll".\‘ré 1:!_'!"1%]1('11‘1. :fv]t‘ :,:Iwi convincing,
than even theéntire sum now soucht to be obtained. ‘
sommunication with Mexico has beeitso entirelyinter

at one of the first-class steamers of our

. REMARKS OF SENATOR WARD OF TEXAS.
ltas been detailed to/do /service as a dispatel
- ey RS R 2 ~ < - I Yot 4 Tok : ‘ ) VT e
WG SHRPLy LnpAl s.awhich our entire 56. By authority of the Committee on the Post-Office
. i ; : s 1 had WEEn taferrail. it
S and Post Roads, fo whom the bill had been referred, it
J 1 ] y
) [ HEaver ge

was approyved as an amendment to the civil appropriation

has involved issues of § bill. by M. Ward of that committee, who said: “It4s

his late hour of thie session to detain

5

yet we have had more fre quent easier communica- not my purpose at i
. | i
e [ 1o 1R J > ey i A a4 4

and had uof. the sovernment the business.of the.Senate by a len

% Ik

his special serviee, it would

)

thy discussion on
this amendment. I shall therefore dispense with many

e opporfunifies  afforded by f the arouments which I wouldotherwise have

Z.'.‘.E'l;i-‘t [ :“.1:'!:{"1_1"’\\I(‘.‘l!;}l'
Steam Service embraced in this bill is right and proper,
‘ot T consider none of them of more importance in their

ha Viorne mow under con-
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS; consegquences and/results. than the'oneé mow under con

siderafion.

i

articipated in by many of I will merely call the a

. = . 1 1
relations with Mexico, and what

Provisions f this amendament.




single temporary mail servi

nly twice a month from a sin

arrangemeutrproposed by this amendment, we
weekly: trips; ti uching lat-all'the important
[ have ne
:11!)11:’.‘: \!H
stainin

to say nothi
commerce, and the political influer

desived. /If, sir, we can even regal

any expenses meurred by this serviee

it of view,

IS 1o come
il diveri e cominerce roim us,as weil as tite alle¢ilons
£ ] rhiel AT ] ] 5
those people, whichh we lave 1t
QUr ocormnmerce with them [ we sh \il‘:tl
on the pai " Mexico, 1t may direct

 POW-

them more consi

Phe }H*‘ll"».\‘i?iﬂll for p stal and eommereial intercourse

I P e S 1 = =) =, T - —
came from Mexico, in the shape of a contract made with




that the matter has been so L')li“_:

overlooked and passed by without the notice of the
ss of the United States. We have established
service. with the continent of Europe and

t countries. Here 1s an aftempt to connact

ves with our neighbors; tovopen friendly relations

the: Republic,| of ‘MexXico, containing twenty-two
states. six \temitories and the distriet of Mexico, embrac-
o) El'7illiilzfl"11 of ?,L‘if';.”f*\ souls.~ The landed estate
isTestimated at the sum of $720 000,000,

town property at $635.000.000, makine a total
N\ A v ’

’ 81.355.000./000. The foreien imports nto that country

amount to $26.000,000. I ask the atfention of the >enate

n

to the eguntries from which these unports come. | Great

Britain leads the list with $12.500,000, the United States

$40500,000,. about ene-third of Great Britain; France,
. Germany; $1,860,000,and

oOWI (]i)(,ﬂ'.\'

the ocovernment of
land keeps up a regular line of steamers, and virtually
into her own ports, and so deprives
Mexico, amounfing to about

proportion of that commerce

proper

s trade and commerce
t there has not been a bet
mandine the attention of Conoress during

‘ 1 £ “oe with thoca ihfors
session than the commerce with these mte

olve them an

= s yed = ’ - =11 - ~ ~ ~ = 1

opportunity. ey have not been able to do so hereto-

ore, because the postal arrangements of England and
countries have deprived us of their commerce.

|

expense bucket compared with

the commerce that w aome 1mto this countrv it we €s

S

ol

tablish the means to bring it here: and
B DL T
being a drain upon the Treasury
that if the facili
vision will offer, for every dollar we pay out of the
| 2!
What is the small
1 < 4 . l
us, where a Government crippled
that of Mexico proposes fo _pay $120,000
think . the ;\:'-x}n‘if}‘:\' of 'this measgire 1s s0
palpable, and should so appeal to the enl;
of the Senate, that there camnot be a doubt as to the

proper cause to be pursued : and I trust the amendment

will be :1.]1'1171,4]. I could offer many statistics to the

Senate to illustrate and enforce the propriety of this

measure, but' I am satisfied from -the impatience I see

L

around me, that it is out of place, and out of taste,to

occupy the Senate at this late hour, and therefore will

not-proceed further.?

ATOR SHIELDS OF MINNESOTA.

5% T aocree avith ithe henorable  Senator from Ala-

bama, thatthis is no time to discuss any question, owing

he i‘:ilpil"lvzu'w of the body, and pproach ol
1l of the session: but I cannot let this amendment

MR I - =4 =03k > ¥ «r n
pass without expressing mj




ome respects this arises from my knowledoe of the
}“i*mt.‘\' on the If, and what I consider to ln‘;‘* the very

reat neglect of this counfry in mot t havine attended fo

s(,l!ucthirlt_j‘ of this kind-long ago.

This '1)L‘u:,<':v.~'iii«n'z, if T understand
that-these vessels shall touch at, ever
of Mexico.The lme 15 fo be a imin?

Aoy . A 00 = !
country and Mexico, and In my opinioel

44 1

better mode of benefiting that country.and connec

o
with the Unifed States, than some plans swhich
1:1")};‘,)5(,‘{1 at 11 IS Si_‘.i.\[i&?'i}. II l\ a J )eace me
commercial measure.. Mexico wil
for our coarse fabries,
made ingour country, and my opinion's
be established, it will do more 'to impreve the revenue of
this eountry.than all-the lines we have established in
other direetions tooether

I cannot debate this question now; there is no time to
enteranto details. ) | could however, if it were
convince the most ] :
American line toucl
Cruz and other points
their' productions (to
them., would make Mexico't
on this continen
I cannot teil—“-‘h}" such ‘Ilr.‘.;u».\'{t\a.k
lono acoy when I know,fand every
hat counfry knows,

most need, ar

furnished by this country. For

they have been obliged to go to Eur

[N"ii;%‘
» facilities. 'We have neglected to
neichbor, while we have been hunting
Mexico,
’{:\Hn'hl::'_: af 1!\-"\‘{,- ]
dlltl T
that ‘
line will accomplish
sire, but 1t 1s the first me:
that has been introduced sin

the United States, to inifiate

‘ x > % iv ‘l g 1 e &) -
:X1C0 I }utiu' we \!1‘1” follow 0P ilils pe

eelin

which we need, and o

D

oS with Mexico, a1

‘Y i'w ¥

return what they need.

The Mexican Government has offered sucl

tages in conneetion with thisline, thatit ought not

11(‘-_1‘1«,6(‘.1(*:1. i 3 Ive US i'i"L‘f‘(.‘;'i'!i:':j
European lines. ™ It will make Mexico our
Ter Ten 4 e ST

this line, m-l make them also responsible

s me that no propositi
L I
ssion that can compare
4

["rz,:nn my knowledge of that coantry

luctions, ar ts exports, my opinion is,that the

1ig] £ 2178 : AT | >, =

establishment of this line will reimburse our
1 L g

ten :Lrlx] wias 1t “ 108t l‘,) (Government :

not waste time at this late’ hour.”

l 1‘ !l\llr"'

but I will




REMARKS OF SENATOR WILSON OF MASSACHUSETTS,

59. “I concur entirely m the remarks made by
Senator from. Mmnesota:~1I have devoted, duri

preseént session, some liftle time and attention to f

subjeet of our connections with the countries south of us
e - = p—— Z ) + o o
on the confinent: and it seems to me the part of wisdom

for the government'of ‘the United Statés'to devote all its

power and all its energies toithe opening’of communica-

tions with \the ¢ounfries/south of us on-this continent,
mmhs 9 " e ~r 2 e f £2) 1+ +1
I'he Senatorfrom Geergia (Mr. Toombs).said the other

TALLLE 1 ~ 1 1 7 s HNEE o

day In the Cuban debate, that our India was south of us

M= Y B A 1 e b
on this continent.’ That s so.

We heara great deal of talk aboutthe balance of

trade bemo asainst us in Europe

m .'. « 5 - I
g pe.  Lhatas a mistake.

The balanee of trade’is in.our favoron the continent
of Europe:but we havea balance of trade acainst us of
from thirty to forty-millien dollars“annually, south of us
on this‘continent.

During the l1ast"ten years we had a balance of trade
against us i Cuba and Brazil alone, of $225,000,000,—

$22,500,000,—annually.

: oS Y Y > O .- I .

I shall vote for this proposition as a measure that is fo
connect us more closely with Mexico.

for all measures tendine to connect us

\‘-'i‘l} «‘.‘l“ t‘lli" liTltE','Ii\, r~'w'1‘h l'JL: s on ‘ 1
shall vote) for all measures that have.a 1
off restrictions on trade, to
connections, and prepare that of our continent
for mtimate commercial, and perhaps in time, political
relations with us.

REMARKS OF SENATOR BENJAMIN OF

60. “In reoard to the merits of this proposition, it is
auite too late in the session for any of us to talk about
8 o
it as a ceneral subject, or do any more than throw out a

few succestions.

S T 73 iR e 3 - n + » Poast-
This line that is proposed by the committee on the Post
) i
e

Office and Post Roads, is eminently advantageous as a
7 > g s b 3 - > 3 * 10 ] ,Ih"" |
national line, for national political purposes connected

with our foreign relations.

It is not a mere postal line: but there is another view
of the subject which ought to be taken into consideration,
not only in relation to this particular line, but to all the
ocean mail lines of the country. It is this: that inde-
pendently of their service.to the country in carrying the

communications between our merchants and those o

foreion mations, they create fer this counfry a pre-emil

nent moral power, a commereial power, a power Over
public-opinion-in the countries with which these steamers

hi ives us a oreat advantage In our
connect us, and which gives us a grea wdvantag

- . 1 T - +,1-0 the Re ].(‘
foreion intercourse with them. NOW take the Repubh

171~

A with 1t © and our con
of Mexico: we have no connection WitlL1t ; and our com

1 hino _“ “"‘1:;1
merec-there has‘dwindled, down 10 nothing, and Gre

. . 1" .
Britain has ot it all. Great Britain, at a distance ol

& - T ™ (e Y" S
nearlv four thousand miles, acToss a SLOTIY OGS a1y, ns
v )

monopolized the commerees of ‘.hif sister hviml»;&'!:‘H’wil
touches us, simply because her ‘\}'T\l"l‘ni;;:“;.t nuinu:uam
steam lines in connection with Mexico, and our {zovern-
ment refuses to do it.

i 3 A -y S \_}A . r[\}.(: Q‘;'Il'
We had a mail line last year to Bremen. C 3




with
JUUICI0US econ

expendifures 1in

.
armaments and

A ‘
Ith them in/somae.wavy.
‘eno connection. Their commeroe has oamne 4arna
2 110 COnueculon, e1r commerce nas ocone across
the ocean. althoneh we o Sr 1

te ocean, althouenh we can turnish the: With what they

require, at much lower rates.,
1 they have' what we want. ' Their productions 4re
as are not I’ILiSz"l_l in our counfry: th

eir mines oive
us the silver we require for our dai

I'\ uses in '[3'.*; frans-

action of commerce: but all this is coine across

» mail stean

had one steamer running across

hly trips, two or three months of

opping so that communication 1S cu

In this particular instance now

l1c ol _\‘u“\‘.f‘t" nas oiwven a crant to an Amer

or

steam lime:; and it has

$120.000 towards the mail subsidy necessary
it up. if the covernment of the Unite

SUINn as may be necessary.

of a postal

leoislation. I shall vote for it as a

connected with our foreion relations:

g T,
D ,w‘.‘;l_ roufe.

BETWEEN SENATE AND HOUSE,; AND

APPROPRIATION BILL.

as introduced by Mr. Ward

unanimous vote—with

- . = . - ~ . B - 1
nnanimity, in-fact,, and only failed“in_the

House in common 3with various other amendments pro
erlv belonoine to the postal service, in the contest

ensned durine the last hours of the session betw

Senater and the House upon the appro
in which that for the Post-Office Deparfment was entire-
l\r ln,\'!'_

The feeline that was drawn out, however, in both
Houses. evinced an almost unanimous disposition to 1o

12
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longer permit our commercial relations with Mexico to
remain in their past H"g‘lt'r‘nfu (‘UIMILIUH; but at the ear-
liest p;*au;ti':a'z;fr moment to take such steps as shall be
best calculated-to-secure a revival of our trade with that
country, }q\' the establishment of facilities of recular and
frequent communication, ‘and the promofion by every
lcgmnz‘;:ﬁ.u means.-of a withdrawalof that trade from its
present European channe , and its fransfer to the
possession and control of our own citizens where it nat-
urally and legitimately belongs.

The considerations which then operated to iui‘lil'.'u(;c

Congress i fayor of a new poliey, haye now still gr

and importarnce, and in the jprogress 1 C\'cnts,

more |clearly apparent and urgent:

doubted /that a measure so immediately
g to.1 PI romote the desired 1"1"'1;.( ment 1 our rela-
with Mexico, as the establishment of regular

1 1

communicafion hyv 'steam between the two countries. will

seeure early attention and be favorably acted upon.

COMMITTEE AT

The neeessity for-the propesed’ Steam - Ship Line

connectine the Mexican Ports of the Gulfof Mexico
with those of the United States, cannot be more clearly
and al 1 et i'ul'ﬂ'. thanit18 1 the i‘:»nc)\\'i‘:j report made
v the Plr\l Ofi 'ommitfee to the Senate at the last

Lt

session; the 1‘ r of the Postmaster —‘\_‘rvil"‘z‘; | to that
inquiries with reference to

etters from the Consuls

91

at Vera Cruz and Tampico, and memorials from the
merchants of those places,which accompanied the Letter
of the Postmaster-General, and form a part of the
Committee’s Report.

35T CoxGRESss, ) SENATE.

2d Session.

I'HE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.
1859.—Ordered to be printed.

Mz. Wairp made the following
REBPORT:
[To accompany Bill S, 512.]

The Cr_mmu'//ce on Po.,w‘-(.?\//[vc.s and Post Roads, to whom

[l to establish « line of mail steamers

y Jar A o thoros

//’o/n .L\ e Orleans or Mobile to sundry ports therein men-
tioned on the Gulf of Mezico, have had the sane under
consideration, and @ majority of said commitiee have
authorized e to report @ substitute therefor, ond recom-

mend its passage.

Your; committee twonld-further-state that, at present,
there is no direet postal f.'om:m::;ir:d’ion between the
md any of the Mexican ports, except an

irrecular one with Vera Cruz, twice a month, which is

. . y
suspended during the summer months.
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merce betw

1
the

acency of

en the two countriss will [r
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commerce ;
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and 1f it 1s 1mportant in any respect to es-
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dy communication
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1851,

though, when the Unit
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184849, the 1
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muports then from the United

States amounted in one vear to/over $9,000,000, and as
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early as 1835 even a larcer amount than fhe above was

mmported by Mexico from this country
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{ onr commitie

ion to revive al

will, farther: suggest,
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the same spirif m v

vhich the advance 1s made

1 y I
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properly entered into and conducted, will open up a new

channel of postal, commercial, and >_n:1:a1 intercourse

between the two-.gover

-
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nments that \\lll mereaseareyv-

enue ' from postages alone to an

entire expense on the part of the United States govern-

amount exceeding the

ment, for mail service.

Your committee would further state that the sum al-
lowed 1»" this bill
round ’t:‘ip. or-entire circuit of the Gulf, making an ayer-

age distance of twenty-three hundred miles, touching at

would only amount to $2.500 for a

all the pu!'ts named.
I]J \"’w!il'hl:\_';‘,".}. :\'()H[' COmn

123 heen submitted
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leration, and ‘i)i‘f;_f

munication: thereon.

rricE DEPARTMENT, January 21571859:

by the C
mittee< on “Post-Offices and 'Past Roads, relative to the
«.‘f\"ivf." liency of establishing a line of steamers between

r Orleans or

o (1'11'

prineipal ports in
f Mexico,as et forth in the memorial of Carlos
aring-date the 31stof December last; (1858;)
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mit the following statemer
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1l and commerecial intercourse sought to be
blished by the proposed line of steamers.
Apart from the great commerecial advantages to be de-
rived from the establishment of this line. and placing it
ictly in-a postal point of view, it is obvious to any®ne
acquainted with the political relations of the two coun-
' e want of postal facilities in what we should
term the Mediterranean of the American continent. has
been long and seriously felt. In that connection, I may
refer you to the memorial, marked A, which, i the
opmmion of this department, presents a clear statement
of all the facts embraced in the ;’i;‘xpli(':'ztiwl'.
ntion of the committee to the accompany
memorial of the merehants of Vera Cruz, )
addressed to the c«msul of the United States at that port,
and transmitted to this ¢ rtment by him, with a com-
munication of his \'jma's on the subj
Notwithstanding the depletion of the Mexicantreas-
ury, -that government, recognizing “the importan
postal facilities between the two countries, and anxious to
develop its commercial relations w 1¢ United States,
came forward and «,‘fi'»‘.ifl‘af,"{f:«l wilh a ci‘ai;tsu of the United
es for the establishment of a weekly line of steamers,

% & L

souching at all the principal ports of the Gulf. free of

0 14‘ ;.”r“ ‘t'_!‘:!.{('l’ ihe

f 1
Inited Sl-flt(“.'\‘,, illu‘fjl tedly conte 1 ,l;‘l‘,j“__r a

generous response on the part of this government for
the ace ‘””,'H\I'H‘O“T of a great i!‘a‘wz'n:x:iunzd enterprise ;
imvolving,

commercial

13
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If it is desirable to facilitate by treaty stipulations, and
protect by armed squadrons, our trade with distant na-
tions, whose people have no particular sympathies or
affinities with-out owi, and for whom e are only con-
cerfled as to the dollars and cents involved, how much
more ‘important is 1t that with Mexico such a careful,
liberal, enlightened, and wise policy should be adopted
as will draw into the closest bonds of amity the people
of the two countries, destined, perhaps, to claim as their
own ghe history of each.

Upon all the facts invoelved in this application, I can-
not withhold the expression of the opinion that great
practical advantages will be gained to this country by
acceding fo some such arrangement as is snggested by
the petitioner, and I therefore commend. the subject to
your fayorable consideration, as being well worthy the
attention of Congress. It will be observed that the es-
tablishment of such a line would supersede the line
from New Orleans to Vera Cruz, which has been kept
up for many years, at a-cost of about $30,000 per annum.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
AARON V. BROWN,
Hon. D. L YuLEE,

Chairinan Comunittee on Post-Offices and Post/ Roads, Senate.

MEMORIAL OF THE MERCHANTS OF VERA CRWZ.
CoxsvtaTe oF THE Usitep STATES oF AMERICA,
Vera Cruz, December 7, 1858,

65. Sir: I have the honor herewith to inclose a memo-

rial signed by most of the legding merchants of Vera Cruz,
3 b 12
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and addressed to me, requesting that I shall brino before
my

government the important subject of establishing a
coast line of steamers, from Mobile or New Orleans,
along the Texan and Mexican coast.

I'take pleasure in laying the memorial before you,
more because of the great importance of such a line of
steamers to the commercial and political advantages it
would give the United States in Mexico, over every other
country,

I could dwell at great length upon this very important
enterprise—the advantage it would be to the United
States in every point of view ; but as Col. Carlos But-
terfield, who proposes to establish the line, is now in
Washington, and ean give the most satisfactory informa-
tion on the subject, I only desire to lay this memorial
before you, and respectfully ask that it receive that
attention which the great importance of the subject
demands.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your
obedient servant,

REBI“TWYMAN,

United States Consul,

Hon. A. V. Browy,

Postmaster-General, Washington.

"Vera Cruz, October 16, 1858.
To R.B. J. Twymay,
United States Consul for Vera Cruz :
Sir : The undersigned, merchants of the city of Vera
Cruz, take the liberty of calling your attention to the

following facts, and, at the same time, beg you, as
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consul of the United States of America, to submit the
subject to your government, for its consideration :

1. Vera Cruz is comparatively cut off from all reguldr
communication with- theé United States ; cw]:SQqHL—ntl\'
all eommercial operations between the two countries are
almost paralyzed, having to rely) on transient sailing
vessels, which now and then make their appearance in
our harbor.

2 '‘Our mail communication with the United States is
subject to the same contingencies, in censequence of
which we are frequently more than a month without
correspondence from the United States, which we ought
to expect at least every eight days. .

3. Whilstimportations of mer¢handise from the United

ates barely reach $4,000,000 a year; those of Great
Britain alone-reach $12:500,000. This difference, you
will readily. perceive, arises from the fact of the current
of commerce established with Europe by means of a
regularsteam communication. ~Therefore you will readi-
ly perceive that-the-only thing required to divert and
increase the commerce of this country to the United
States, is the establishment of a regular and frequent
communication hy (steamy between the two jeountries;
which c¢an be easily accomplished at the present time if
the Government and people of the United States will
come forward and render that aid necessary to an enter-
prise whichrwill build up and establish the commercial
relations between the two countries.

4. The Mexican Government, some ten months since,
seeing the 1mportance of the establishment of a more

For e g AT N = 4" . . ) -
frequent commercial intercourse between the two
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Republics, granted to a citizen of the United

concession for the establishment of a line of

steamers between New Orleans or Mobile, touching at

all the principal Mexican ports of the Gulf, with a liberal
subsidy for mail service, and other concessions in favor
of the (,'nTL—'I:priso. The Mexican Government, being
convinced at the time of granting this concession that the
United States would come forward and render the same
liberal Slli’ﬁ[lt"l‘f to 8O qrf;fz,it an mternational <'11‘xt‘1‘1i1’is(‘.
caleulated to cement more firmly the friendly relations
and commercial intercourse between the two Republies,
granted the privilege of placing one-half the number ot
steamers comprising the line under the American flag,
and the other half under thatof Mexico. "In conclusion,
the undersicned, feeling a deep interest in the establish-
ment of this enterprise, which is destined to bring great
benefits to the mercantile mterests of both countries,
golicit your aid in their behalf, by laying the matter be-
fore your Government in its proper light.
Respeetfully yours,

Uslar Heymel & Co. Fischer, Busing & Co.

E. Behem. Leffman & Gutheil.

Garuste, Labadie & Co. H. Strebel.

J. Lelong. Brehem & Rubke.

J. H. Labiche & Co. F. Watermeyer & Co.

Feraer & Jens. Biesterfield & Co.

F. Formento & Co. Cambuston & Co.

Doorman & Co. F. Neron, Wittenee & Co.

H. J. Kopeke. Fuentes, Carran & Co.

Mahum & Munoz. Cabrera & Bello.

Sturken Pollitz’ successors. Guillermo Fitz Maurice.

Jul. Sievers.
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LETTER FROM THE UNITED STATES CONSUL AT TAMPICO.

To the Hon. A. V. Browy,
Postmaster-General of the United States, Washington,
CoxsuraTe or THE UNIiTED STATES OF AMERICA.
Tampico, Feb. 20, 1859,
. Q|

66, Str:-—I have the honor herewith to. inclose a me-
morial addressed fo this consulate by the principal mer-
chants of this city, explanatory of the advantaces which
would be derived by the people of the United States,
and those of the Mexies {epublic, in i

those of T..hL- Mexican Republic, in the event of

steam communication being established between New
Orleans and several ports in the Gulf of Mexico, as suo-

sata r (ol _Riitrarh ] y 1 1y .
gested by Col. Butterfield : ‘all of which T-fullv CONCur
in, and which I trust will serve/to aid vowin vour deci-
sion on that subject. ‘

Phe only mail line-of the steamers that touch at this

- are fhoes Nt WA o 1 7 % L
port;.are those of ‘the British Royal West India Steam

Packet Company, one of which arrives here monthly
bringing mails, passensers-and quicksilver. They usu:

TR
ly remain about forty-eight hours for return mails. pas-
sengers and specie ; returning, they touch at Vera t‘mz
Havana, Jamaica, Porto Ricoand St Thomas, and from
thenee to Eneland., :

i

STl cfi7eng v d] 1
American citizens are frequently compelled to avail

U o LY W - o]
themselves of the opportumty afforded by the

steamers
to communicate with the Finited QM arse 3 ;

imunicate with the United: States, by which means

},,‘_ 11 nav fArceé SR ) - .
they must pay, first, Mexican outward postuce: second

postuge; seeond,

British steam postage ; third, Spani
1sh steam postage ; third, Spanish postage at Hava-

a

AT AR, nincbacn: e £l . 1 -1
na; tourth, postage by the United States mail steamers
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to the final place of destination. The expense of pla-
cing a single letter in the United States, weighing under
one ounce, by this conveyance, is one dollar.

For the performance of this and the Brazilian mail
service, the British government pays an annual sum to
the company of £270,000. On this coast, these steamers
are exceedingly unpopular, in consequence of the un-
accommodating disposition of the officers, and the want
of more suitable elements to facilitate the disembarking
and embarking of the mails and passengers, their de-
pendence for the” performance of such service resting
entirely on the pilots at the bar, whose boats are not
properly constructed for bar service.

Steamers drawing light, say from S to 81 feet, can
invariably enter the river in fine weather, and in boister-
ous weather life-boats so constructed as to live in heavy
seas, would greatly facilifate the mail service.

Should the mail contractors make arrangements for

line of steamers in the United States, at the same rate

the transportation of specie to Europe by a connecting

of freight which is paid to the British steamers, say 13
per cent., and § per cent to the agent for shipping the
same, they would soon_have the carrying of all such
freight, not only from this, ‘but also from the port of
Vera Cruz.

The annual amount of specie exported from this port
in British steamers since the year 1848, to the year en-
ding 11857, has, averaged three and a quarter millions of
dollars. During the year 1858 the revolutionary disturb-

ances throuchout the Republic, caused a total suspension
of business between this city and the minng districts,




and the specie due to the merchants from the interior
purchasers of soods, was sent by caravans to Matamoras
and Brownsville, and from thence embarked in United
States merchant steamers for New Orleans. ¢ onsequently
the total”amount \of specie shipped at this port per Ixn-
1sh’ steamers during that period, avas only $352,707, and
- United States in sailing vessels; $691,131.
The present interruption in the intercourse between
city.and “the interior, will doubtless be briefly
remedied, and the business will then assume its wonted
energy, and \as the exports of Mexican“produce to the
Unite: ! States are on the increase, the aid of steam com-
munication will- not enly be of incaleulable benefit to the
trading comrunity, but the Treasury of the United States
will also derive an znuxnw‘:tn?i n 1n the' duties erowing
ouf of thefacilities . .
1 l'art.‘.‘ venture to-state t0 you, that the induloent
spirit which our Governfment L»\\ manifested towards the

i
&
Meéxican Re public \is:z-w}. its initiatton in the family of na-
tln has-not had the desired “f.i"'f_'f, l”’l?, on the "l’ilil‘f”‘\'

1 na Fhvrnaana 21 Fhs ' p > A
it 11 1S 1111 ywn all the advantaces of trade into t

1
Al" nan 11\
of other foreion merchants.

England a ance have a direct trade from their own

2PNV U DS S 1 - "
ports tothe ports.of Mexico, whilst the Spaunish merchants

avail themsslves of the facilities of ownino and employ-
Ing \'c'<<"’< under the American flag, whose knowled loe
of the lan ,,1 1ze;and skill in intri guing with the Mexican
authorities for .id‘. anfagesin the ‘customs, have driven.our
merchants out of the market. and nearly all the com-
MErce now P:n"'iwi on between this port and the United
States, is in reality, in the hands of Spanish merchants,

ted that our Government
ce US On a more w{mtan footing with this

1

; y a renewal of diplomatic negotiations, and

en, by means of frequent communication, our merchants
will be able to compete with those of any ot':isr nation.

In respectfully submitting these to vour

: vt SPLT ey Baes ] 1 SN
sSuperior consicaeration, beg permission to subseribe

per
P s -~ - 4 g
the hichest esteem and respect, sir,

1

myself, with
Your most obedient servant,

FRANKLIN CHASE.

MEMORTAL OF THE MERCHANTS OF TAMPICO.
Tampico, Feb. 15; 1859.

Sir :—We, the undersioned merchants established at
this port, having been informed of a project initiated by
Colonel Butterfield, for connecting New Orleans by
means of ¢ eklv steam eommunication, with several
points in the .\qun‘zm Gulf, and being deeply impressed
with the importance of such an enterprise, as calculated
fo develop to an incalculable extent the natural resources
of every section of Mexican territory m--minrr within the
sphere of its influence, would respectfully wllx it.the ex-
erti_r_\n of ym}r nfl aenee with the United States Goavem-
ment, to the end that the port of Tampico be included in
the contemplated scheme.

As you are well aware, it would be impossible for us
to —overestimate the moral ‘and ‘material advantages
\\'hich ‘.\‘uuhl be conferred on both countries by a system

t and rapid communication such as Colonel

(l proposes to establish.
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Friendly relations between the people and govern-

and Mexico would thereby

ments of the United State

S
acquire additional strength, the existing trade attan

proportions hitherto-unknown, and countless new devel-
opments of industry be rapidly brought into existence.

With proper facilities afforded to its merchants m
their intercourse with the United Stafes, no other Mexi-
can port in the Gulf could vie with Tampico for the
purposes of commerce. —Its geographical| position ren-
ders it the natural channel for the fransit of manufac-
tured and other foreign/goods destined to supply the
wants of a thickly populated section of the interior,
embracing within its area the great mining districts of
Guanajuato, Zacatecas; and Catorce, for whose enormous
productions of the precious metals it is consequently the
outlet, while.its exports of hides, goat-skins, sarsaparilla,
jalap, fibre, vanilla,-fruit, ‘and dye-woods, already  of
considerable magnitude, would, under the vivifying In-
fluence’ of a weekly steamship communication with New
Orleans and the other Gulf ports, speedily expand to an
extent hitherto unknown in its hi:\‘tu}‘y. i

Convinced as we are, that your own personal ob-
servation and experience during a protracted. residence
at. this \port will enable you to bear testimony fo the
accuracy and moderation of the foregoing remarks, it
only remains for us, in conclusion, earnestly to request
the favor of your making such ‘representations, in the
proper quarfer, as will insure to. Tampico a just partici-
pation in the general advantages which Colonel Butter-
field’s scheme cannot fail to secure to the commerce of
both Republics.
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We have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient ser-

vants,

Laquidaien, Keiford & Co.
Lelong, Camacho & Co.
F. Claussen & Co.

P. J. de la Lastra.

C. Sansette, Son, Chabot & Co.

J. J. Promm & Co.
H. M. Rugi & Co.

Gregorio Oatline.

Proege & Co.

Domingo Ysarri.

Eugene Dauban.
Joaquin Matienzo.

V. Bastien.

Manuel A. Fernandez.
Ramon & Obregon.
Fusco & Brother.
Borde & Co.

Conrad Meyer.
Frederico F. Schultz.
S. W. Aldrich.

F. Hartoz. Sidney Udall.
M. Zubazan & Co.
To FraxgniN Cuasg, Esq.,

United States Consul, Tampico.

LETTER FROM CONSUL AT MINATITLAN, (ISTII,\IUF OF TEHUANTEPEC.)

67. The intellizent and efficient Consul at Minatitlan,
(Isthmus of Tehuantepec,) A. C. Allen, Esq., writing to
the Department of State, under date of October 1st, 1858,
as published in the annual Report on Foreign Commerce
for 1858, says: “I'learn that the Mexican Government
has made a concession to an American citizen to establish
a weekly line of mail steamships, half under American,
and half under Mexican colors, from. New Orleans or
Mobile, touching at Galveston, Matagorda and Brazos de

Santiago, Texas, to and from the followine Ports in

Mexico: Tampico, Vera Cruz, Coatzacoalcos, Tabasco,
l ’ ’
Laguna, Campeche and Sisal.
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If this enterprise is carried out, and I have no doubt it
will be, if the United States Govérnment will extend to-
wards it the same liberal patronage and assistance that

the Mexican-Government has acreed to do, it will be the

means of greatly increéasing. our commerce with this
|

country, as well as by this constant and frequent com-
munication be the means of cementing more firmly a
now growing friendship between the two people, while
to the American merchants and those engaged in Ameri-
can trade 1t will be-a most valuable convenience in re-
ceiving and forwarding letters and goods. It could n‘ot
fail also to prove a means of diverting in part the large
trade which this country now has with| Europe, to the
United States.”

CONCLISION.

69. "These ‘memorials-and official letters present the
subjeet of Steam eommunication’ with Mexico in so dis-
tinet a/form as to leave nothing to be added ; their state-
ments are.of themselves the strongest argument in faver
of the proposed line. With the advantage which we
possess from contiguity, we could easily, by the adoption
of the means proposed, change places with Great Britain
on the commercial list. To secure a treaty with Mexico
for such commercial advantages as would divert in our
favor a large portion of her trade, our government is
willing to pay millions. | This same object-can -be-ob-

tained “without exciting the jealousy .of other mations

g .

by the simple means which this contract with the govern-
ment affords, and this at the cost of a comparatively

Insignifieant sum.
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Nor is the aid asked for in this matter a mere gratuity.
All that is desired is, that the government should adopt
the contemplated line as a part of its postal system,
dealine with it in the same liberal spit which has
characterized its relation to other ocean lines of steamers.
Thus, without departing from its established policy, or
invoking any extraordinary power, it may perfect 1ts
S\jsf(:m_()i' postal arrangements, and at the sam
open up a commerce which would stimulate
of all sections of our country.

It would not be becoming in the undersigned to en-
laroe upon the political aspects of this question, to those
\'.'n;:)sn _lu‘lowh:dgu and wisdom have entitled them to
seats in C.).ugrssé as the political representatives of the
people. Besides which, it is too apparent to need dis-
cussion, that contionity and similarity of political insti-
tutions demand that above all other nations, we should
oxert an influence over Mexican affairs, and this without
recard to what has been termed **our manifest destiny.”

II' these considerations are deemed worthy the.atten-
tion of the Government, the undersiened trusts that such

1

support will be granted to him by f

he present Congress,

1
as will i‘[gtif\.‘ himin at onee ph" nao 1n the most efiective

operation, thelimportant enterprise which has been m-
~ . A A
auoarated by the Government of Mexico.

CARLOS BUTTERFIELD.

Washington City, December, 1859.
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APPENDIX.

GENERAL REVIEW OF THE REPUBLIC.

GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION AND EXTENT.

Tue territory of the Mexican Republic extends from
the 15th to the 32d parallel of north latitude, and from
the:86th to the 117th degree of longitude, west of Green-
wich.

Its boundaries are the-Pacific Ocean on the West ; the
United States on the North ; the Gulf of Mexico and the
Caribbean Sea,which washes part of the coast of Yucatan,
on the East; and the English territory of the Balize and
the Central! American Republic of Guatemala on the
South.

The dividing line between the United States and

1

Mexico, according to the treaty of December 30th, 1353,

known as the Mesilla or Gadsden Treaty, is as follows:

“Beoinnine in the Gulf of Mexico three leagues from

land, opposite the mouth of the Rio Grande, as provided
in the 5th article of the treaty ef Guadalupe Hidalgo,

thence, as defined in the said article, up the middle ot




that river, to the point where the parallel of 31° 47/ north
latitude crosses the same : thence due west one hundred
miles : thence south to the parallel of 31° 20/ north lati-
tude : thence along the-said parallel of 31° 20/ to the
11 Ith meridian of longitude west of Greenwich : thence

1 a-straight line to ""l’“ int on_ the Colorado River twenty
Enctish miles below the junetion of \the Gila and Colo-
rado Riversi| thence up the middle of \said River Colo-
rado until it infersects the present line between the
United States,and Mexico,” and thence to the Pacific by

the line separatine the two Californias, which, as laid

1
1
i

down in'the' treaty of Guadalupe, 1s.as follows: “A

straight line drawn from the middle-of the Rio Gila,
where it unites with the Colorado, to a-point on the eoast
of ‘the \Pacific Ocean, distant one marine league due-
south of the southernmost P oint of the port t of San ])m(rr)

.
{
A

e fo the M:’m of-said port,” attached to the treaty

B0

'The extreme lensth of the Republie, north-west and
south-east, measured on a straight line from the southern
extremity of‘the-State of Chiapas to the northern limit of
Lower California, within one league of the Bay of San
Diego, 1s upwards of 2,000 miles: and its e;'_\lrems, breadth
at 26 deorees of north latitude, over 1,100 miles.

Its coasts’ extend over 1,600 miles/in the Gulf of
Mexico and Carribean Sea ; and upwards of 4,200 miles
on the Pacific Ocean and i the Gulf of (_'leii"-':'z;iu..

nerthern frontier-is 1,792, miles i1 lenoth, and its
1 532 miles. 7

the tr V'(.i\' of (Hllxl’[lllh IJYI'-‘L‘I-L"). and the

or Gadsden Treaty, Mexico comprised an area of

1are miles ; but by ne st-mentioned freatv,

9

11 ) B 1(11 1\ was red lul 8(1 5”1,‘))” ,“11 ’ aild i“ pursd_
ance of the second 26,185 miles; leaving its present

total area 766,482 square miles

TERRITORIAL DIVISIONS AND POPULATION,

The Republic of Mexico is divided, under the Consti-
tution of 1857, into twenty-three States, one Distriet, and
one Territory. The total population 1s stated by the
latest Mexican authorities to be 8,253,088,

The Territorial divisions and distribution of population are
as follows

This table 1s both interesting and important.

Commencing on the Gulf, Tamaulipas has

Nuevo Leon v Coahuila 3, Chihuahua 1 &%, Sonora

1.¢% and Lower California only <7 to the square mile;

Sinaloa has but 4 %', and Dura

<)
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In the aggregate, the frontier States have but 637,106
inhabitants, and, mcluding Sinaloa and Durango, their
population is only 953,625, or less than one million.

Yet these-six Statesand one Territory have an area
of 400,000 square miles; or more than one-half of the
entire. Mexican Republic.

THE DIVISION OF RACES

may be considered as follows :

Of pure European blood; one-fifth, or say 1,656,620
Of the Native or Indigenous race, -ths,or say . 2,208,824

Of mixed European and Indigenous blood, ths,orsay 4,417,644
Total, : J / 8,253,088

On an'average the annual increasé of the population
of the Republic can be estimated at 144.000.

NUMBER OF FOREIGNERS| WHO TOOK OTT *‘ LETTERS OF SECURITY
IN 1854.

Spaniards, ... ........ -.. 5,404 A
2,125 Chinese,
649 From the Canar
Germans, ceevee oo onon oo . 632

Americans,. .- ........ 0. 1| 548

Itihans, . 258 B N A 0 |} o8; Guatemalians, ._¢
Swiss, 93 Peruvians

Seeserccrsencsnnecnnne e Sy cevcces

Belgians, «coovecocmnnn ... 26 || Ecuadorians,
Poles, o e e enas 8 || Venezuelans,
Hungarians;, I']l New Granadi:

Danes;... 2.3 1 .. = i Argentines,. ...

C!Lf“'u;s, &

Brazilians, .oeove oo oono ..

Russians

Tui&}, e

~ oy
(rreeks, .

Alzerines
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The total number of foreigners of both sexes who
actually reside in the country, is estimated to be up-
wards of 25,000.

The number of foreigners resident in the country con-
tinues every year to increase, to a certain extent. The
difference between the number of foreigners who entered
and who left the Republic at the several seaports during
the year 1854, is shown by the following statement:

By the Ports of the Gulf of Mexico,

3y Ports on Pacific Ocean, except Acapuleo, where no
account was kept,

CONFIGURATION OF THE COUNTRY.

The geological structure or physiognomy of Mexico
vis peculiar. The great Cordillera of the Andes, which

traverses the whole of South America, from its southern-
most limit, is exceedingly depressed at the Isthmus of
Panama, and again at Tehuantepec, where it serves
merely o forma barrier between the union of the Pacific
and Atlantic. But as soon as this massive chain enters
the broader portion of North America, it divides into two
gigantic arms, one to the east and along the shores of
the G ulf, and the other to the west aleng the shores of
the Pacific, which support between them a continuous

lofty platform, or series of table lands, crossed and inter-
)]

sected by innumerable sierras, some of which rise to the
heioht of 17,000 feet above the level of the sea.




This geological structure prevails throughout the
whole of Mexico ; but on the eastern side the table land
declines, until, at the Rio Grande, on entering Texas, it
has reached the. level of that river: and on the nerth
toward | El Paso, and along the {rontier of Chihuahua
and SOM(_)I‘ZL,i‘\S g

reneral elevation has become only some
3,000 to 4,000 feet. |

The following lines of elevations will illustrate the *peculiar
topography of Mezico ;

LINE FROM VERA CRUZ [TO EL Pa

Places.
Vera Cruz N Durango too/bo . 2. ... 850
Orizaba o oe oo e oo i Saltilosaao2 s tfas ... 95240
Summit. . oot L., Ted Rinconada oo 2 oo cooo..... 3380
ugustin. ... . Manterey oo f- oo vaaea. LB30
Manh . Sosdl asnaioacnsees | EHE
1,006
417
422
104"
Celaya. .cocuioanas
Salaman > 0 7,500
Guansjnato 5,340 Ame 8,129
Silag S %o
Villa de Leon...... Jaernavaca... .. 4,000
EagoR . W .. Matam 3.400
s Calientes. ...
San Tuis Potosi....
8,040
Fresnillo_ 1. % . 7,240
6,850
£.990
Saltillo- .o .on oo . .
El Bolson de Mapini
Chihuahua

El Paso del Norte,. .
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HEIGHTS OF THE PRINCIPAL MOUNTAINS.

Popocatepet]* “ 17,716 ft.| Soconusco*.....-.C
Pico de Orizava™ ... 17,372 Jesus Maria. .. ..--Chi
Iztaccecuatl . ... ... Mexico ... 15,61 Tabacotes ..aess-m=al0. cunn
Cofre da Perote.....Vera Cruz.

_\'w.‘:xx.';u L‘.l’ T(ﬂUv“t - M :'I(EC&! i

Zempoaltecatl.. ... Oajaca...

Those which flow through-the Mexican territory are
divided into three eclasses, viz:: those which flow into
the Pacific Ocean, those which empty into the G
Mexico. and those which terminate in lakes and lagunas,

as will be seen by the following table :

New Mexico, Chihus Gulf of Mexico.

and Tamaulipas

Tamaulipas c... - cocicacaoaaean |

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.
o Yaqui.-o----| Gulf of California.
Rio Mayo. ... ---- - ek e L S }JH
o Vo

Fuerte Betwee nd Sinaloa. . | {
] Sina 1d Do.

U0y b A SRR e P
LRPEC cenwime coc mmmm e
IASCO cceececancssccmemnoann=

Osumacinta .....- 13 P IUER WABM A

Mi and Mexico. 19 | Pacifiec Ocean.
298 Do
lm.
1 | Lake of Sonor
of the

woand J

1 Guana
; tinues ils course 1M
Islisco. with name
of the Santiago.




CLIMATE.

Mexico is divided into three regions, or superficial
strata, which are classed as follows :—
Ist, The Tierras Calientes,or hot lands. which embrace

chiefly that pertion of the territory lying on the borders
of the Atlanticand Pagcific, and extend up the slope of the
respective ranges| 1ol an elevation of between three and
four thousand feet;

This division, however; is not confined exclusively to
the eoast, for it also includes such portiens of th«’.: mn-
terior ‘as do not exceed this elevation, and 'where there
are ]'1-.;:17 and/moisture enough to produce the fruits of the
tropies.

2d, The Tierras Templadas or temperate recions,
comprise all that greater portion of the Republic hv;ﬂ'ing
an elevation of between four thousand and eicht thout

o
¢
DL

sand feef. :;-m!_u'zu:mg the whole of the vas

plateau
stretched hetween the mountains of the Gulf and those
of the Pacific slope. This is the characteristic region
of Mexico, and includes within.its limits all the (_r_feat
centres of population of the Republic. '

8d: The Tierras Frias,or cold lands) These comprise
above the level of the

up to the limit of constant Snow.

the mountainous distriets risine
“Tierras Templadas ;

Between these elevations of eight thousand and three
thousand feet, a considerable Indian population, hardyand
the Sierras, and also
within it are many of the most extensive mining districts
of the country. :

independent, ‘are to be found upon

15

Though Mexico extends into both the Temperate and
the Torrid zones, its climate it will be seen depends less
upon latitude than upon elevation.

In general, the Republic, with the exception of the
coast and a few other places which from their situation
are extremely hot, enjoys an even and temperate climate,
free from the extremes of heat and cold, in consequence
of which the most of the hills in the cold regions are
covered with trees, which never lose their foliage, and
often remind the traveler of the beautiful scenery of the
valleys of Switzerland. In Tierra Caliente we are struck
by the groves of mimosas, liquid amber, palms, and other

gigantic plants characteristic of tropical vegetation ; and

,finally, in Tierra Templada, by the enormous haciendas,

many of which are of such extent as to be lost to the
sight in the horizon with which they blend.

The Mexicans are not accustomed to separate the year
intofour seasons of spring, summer, autumn, and winter,
for the variation of temperature scarcely authorizes such
marked distinctions of climate; but they divide the
twelve months into two grand divisions of “the dry
season ” and “the rainy season.”

The latter commences about May and lasts usually
four months, whilst the' dry season comprises the re-
mainder of the year.




NATURAL WEALTH OF THE REPUBLIC.

Under this head, Sr, Lerdo de Tejada, inhis“Cuadro
Sinoptice,” remarks, “It would not be possible in a synop-
tical view of this kind to give a full scientific and minute
description of all the various elements of wealth which
exist i Mexico, We shall therefore content ourselves
with simply indicating several of the most important
items, in order to give some faint idea of the immense
wealth which is contained in and upon the soil of Mexico.

To commence with the animal kingdom. " The various
quadrupeds which minister to the use of man for food or
other purposes; aboundin such quantities that, owing
either fo the smallness of population; or to the little
use \made. by the great-mass of the people of meat
for their daily. food; there is not pérhaps any other
country in the world where cattle sell so cheap as
in-Mexico. ' 'Wild animals; valaable as articles of food,
are found.in equal abundance throughout the country.,
The number of horses and asses is enormous. The
same may be said of mules, which are commonly em-
ployed for carriages, for agricultural labors, and for
working in-the mines.

Of birds fit for food there are above seventy different
sorts in the Republic. Of the birds which are distin-
guished by the beauty of their plumage and the sweet-
ness of their song there are, according to Clavejero, about

fifty or sixty different species. .
As regards fish they are found in immense numbers

and of great variety, both on the coasts of the Gulf and

the Pacific;, as well as in the lakes and streams

d

8]
111

interior. In speakingr of fisheries we ought

to mention, as a part of the natural wealth of

AY

1 i £ 1 Ay
the tortoise-shell fishery on the coast of Yuecats

of the

t to omat

vields very abundantly: and also the pearl fisheries

1

( . G T 7
the coast of Lower California, and at other places

Pacific shore.

All kinds of productions
]-;jngxln’ll are ]'Jl'l"u_"'l‘.'.".‘nl m

The elevated part of the countr
ducing every kind of grain or fruit
while the lower }’n)l"ii‘rfl\' of the con

duction of the tropics.

It may be said that the soil of Mexigo is
1

fertile in the world.

the torrid zo {rom wamnt

the most
1S true,~outside of

Ul

are unproeductive ; buf 0 parts the labor

b Lo |
very little 'work and

abundant recompense for his In some 1

production 1svalmost-fabulous

maize or Indian corn put into the eround, the r¢

from 250 to 300 bushels.
artous kinds of trees
useiul 1or

trunks, such as

1

the copal, the enm-lac. the amber, and

nd.

D»\'i‘-'.\' yods are
in the Isle
3

N e o 30l
to reap a ri

| T
1

adSt

]

- - .
re for one bushel of

Lturn 1s

fexico,
their
tic tree,

others.

at quantities, especially

ast of Vera Qruz
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and Tamaulipas in the Gulf of Mexico, and on the
coasts of the Pacifie

To the oreat varie ty and riches of the v eget

dom. mayv be.added the extraordinary MiNner: 1\ \‘.n»lm
which ~abounds in” Mexico. ~Besides gold

£

hich are principally worked;) there are rich and abun-

= - werd B e
es ofiron; copper; nrercury, tin, lead, zine, cob:
) ‘ l b ] A ’

1 Shel £ Ao
18 \\1]_] NUr, Se alt, POTCE lain ¢ la LY and oth nm.( ,.!1\ AS

1 1 N -. 15 ) ~ Yy ~ Y
mining, perhaps more than :;_-:vua_-l,:lll.ue, forms the chief

branch of ional mdugstry, a great partct the inhabit-

ants are to be- found woccupied in the mines or some of

% 1

\ : Y .
the numerous branches of works connected therewitn,
AT B - ] 1CesS T e C1I0USR | Rtones as ‘i G 1|11""
hiexico /a iu\l( €3S l)luh S Stones, as vae _1ubly,
topaz, opal, -'_'fu‘u.:f'i.\': pearls;-agate, chalcedony,

ST I clous stones.

mrabundance.

MEXICO.

foreion nmportations

Mexico is estimated by Sriberdo
Tejada’ at '$26,000,000, and’ of exportations
$25.000,000, making a tota | foreign interchanoe of
and exports of $54,000,000 per annum.
valence of eontraband frade, P articiil "Y]\ <
i coast, renders it difficult however to m‘i‘i\‘i* at
importations of merchandise or ex
» entire commerce

if not guite, double the above amount.
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T

i A‘Au ‘][lu 4530 6

is attributed t

exported by foreigners who,
sidence in _‘-.Ei_-\:ivo. return to their homes.

e imports consist chiefly of cotton, linen, woolen,

’L silk fabries, as well as cotton and silk in their raw

, liquors, oil, earthenware, glass,

18, steel, tin, hardware, watches,

waXx, cocoa, carriages, furni-

musical instruments, books, and other articles of
mMInor ilei)fil“::m:'u.

 eXports are princij silver, in coin

, of whieh precious metals an amount equal to

millions 1s amr nu!l\ ex-

rsix millions are made up
2, jalap, sarsaparilla,
allow, timber, caittie,
: rtoise-shell, pearls,
mother-of-pearl, meat and fish salted;rice, beans; hats,

voolen fabries, biscuit, fruit, sugar preserves, an | other

les of small value.
The importations from different countries; as estimated
3r. Lerdo de Tejada, in 1856, were as &

0.000
00,000
0.000

R60.000

700,600
300 000
J0.000
250,000
300,000
700,000
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The exports of Mexico are mainly shipped in
silver coin and bullion direct to England, by
Str:m’n‘-rS which touch at Vera Cruz and
British. men-of-war
coast.
vl 171]"711 e O0es 'L”“’Ui ,,117"
small-amounts to other countries with which Mexico has
commercial relations.
The total commerce, fml‘nv_u,‘t.\i and eXporis, is distributed
neatly as follows:

Exchanges with Ensland 1 ; | . . 229 400000
700,000

5 500,000

2.000.000

1,200,000

400,000

100,000

500,000

1,200,000

1,000,000

£54,000,000

. e i N .

The importations from Great Britain into Mexico may
Fe s | K e R 5 -~ o) r A ;
be illustratec eport made by order of Parliament.

1‘ or -a E"'—'I.i”:—i of seven years from. 1840, to 13486, .n_)‘[u

in¢luded, the sum total of ‘the value 'of the i'“l-":-'ﬂs

was nearly $82,246,705, making an average
$12.000,000 per annum

al articles of import were as follows; drugs,
and wearing apparel, arms and ammuni-
tion, malt liquors, printed books, manufactures of brass
and copper, furniture, carriages, coals, uv:er'i:.t:‘ﬁ-. manu-

3
A

factures of cotton, earthenware of all kin

hardware and cutlery, g steel in bars,
manufactured lead, preparcd skins, harness and saddles,
manufactures of flax, machinery, tools, musical instre-
ments, auc.
ank hichest, the
for the seven years
amounting i ore than $57.000,000, while those of
line ( vhich come next in ulw,i.;r of \':.ltls:" were more
th 12,000,000, leaving only some )6,
:{il;i.tm ).000, as
imports fr
The character and value of merchandise entering into
the commercial movement of Mexico with France, may
be exemplified by those f the year 18515 as exhibited
in the f )W statement mi: "_. up f;‘u:n data furnished

.
by the. officia

FRANC

DESORIPTION OF MERCH ANDISE, YALUE DESCRIPTION OF MERCEANDISE.

Manuf:

wauuwr\

S le‘ln'v_...‘.
Manafactures of Hemp & Flax




TO FRANCE.

Dye-wools
Sars il

with Eneland can
than with France
2T S 3
1 he mporta

i,
rystals, plan glass;

exports of/ the port of

be fully relied npon, the s

of finance.

Statement of merchandise impori
;

the year 1858, showing
(I«'il'/:-,/',’.

oAT . .
White Wine
Champsz

Common Claret

Assorted S

G
VWheat (

15 SRS .

l'_f'u'prllll !
Al
' 30,17
107,794
812,766
6.940
2 060

10
EHLE LT
123,660

1
9
i




Ssieres

neltes

318,166
1,151
20,073
244

6,132

Steel $13.299
Copper 1,101
S«}{:l‘"f

Iron

Cigarettes
Crystal an
Ironmongery
Arti‘ieial Flowers

Demijohns

1d Linen Mixtares' .

1 1 AL
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EXPORTS FROM VERA CRUZ, The larce amount of tonnage exhibited by _-\t'i'i}ﬂﬂco.

r 7 > r - h 1s nearlv donl foont ¢ T
of merchandise ezported from Vera Cruz during the hich 1s nearly double the amount entered at Vera

year 1856. Cruz, 18 owlng to e American mail steamers u_‘:u\"hllxg

at ¢ far 3 - fxripn o - - e R
at tne Iormyd ];mf twice a month on their wav to and
from San Francisco, California, and which of themselves

almost make up the amount.

IMERCE WITH THE

statement, made wup from United States

Lreasury jorts, shows the commercial transactions

oetween .1[/ Zico f,//<'!! the United Stailes jrom 1826 {o 1858

case does not admib of
umercial communication between the

is opened upon a-teliable basis.

TONNAGE ENTERING AND CLEARING FROM MEXICO.

b9 23— L0 W O

The pumber - of vessels. engaced. in the foreion trade

of | Mexico during the year 1854, including such as only

and mails, and took off precious e following is a statement of the trade between the

AT : 4 7 N N A = ~ T J.
ates and Mezxico for the year ending June 30th,
8562

Exports of Dom

b b 2D

In American Vessels . . 91,785,106

L A S )

>

679,836

In Foreion Vessels .

191,723 2,461,942




Li\‘lﬂll‘l:; ol f0] r,“'_ n Prad

In American Vessels

In Foreign Vessels . .
51,237,297

9 992G

+ 7..‘:3.7".-,-.»JL

Total Exports, 1./S.to Mexico
Iiports from Mexico into the United
In American Vessels
In Foreign Vessels
L
Total Imports from Mexico into U. 'S,
Total trade between Meéxico and the U
the vear endinge June 30th, 1856

i

Of above Imports,ithe amount free of duty, was

5¢ =4 L '!Zi‘.'.A\'ill_;‘ duty,
Total Illli'w‘."'.\
above Imports was in Gold Bullion
¢ Silver Bullion
Coined Gold
Comed Silver

Total amount in Gold and Silver.

i

following is a statement of the trade between the U. S.

L

| Mezico, for the year ending June 30th, 1857,
EX]MHS of Domestic Products from the U. S. to Mexico.
Vessels . $2,229,822

Y €SS5€IS ¥ w e

In American

In Foreign Vessels 7,818
$3,017,640

Exparts of Foreign Praducts, /U S, to Mexico.

350,938

216,628

In American Vessels .-

In Foreign Vessels

Total Exports, U. S

Imports from M
In American Vessels
In Foreign Vessels

5.085.857

Total Imports from

Total frade between . for the year

endine June 301t

59,601,063

Of above Imports, the

Imports
ports was in Gold
Silver Bullion
Coined Gold
Coined Silver
S4 058,084 t in Gold and Silver

It will be observed

a total iterchance
and Mexieo of $9,601.063 » year endine 30th of
June; 1857 ; being much larger than the averace amount

for the preceding

The following is a statement of the trade between the U. S.

*In Foreign Vessels

Exportsyof Foreign Products; U.
%

In American Vessels . . .

In Foreign Vessels

Total Exports U. 8. to Mexico




Imports fron
In Ameri

In Foreign Vessels .
Total Tmports from Mexico into U. S.

Total trade between Mezico and the U, ¢

3 384

ending June 30th; 1858

] \ \
Qf ‘above Tmports the am

aiil

[ L

7, PC

1 Mexico to the

as shown by
Loy R ]v‘q; y 3
entire revotailon
country.

1

~ ~ 1
EXCLUE

have amounted.to over $20,000,000.
But from this time forward.
important current must be more

> 11

ereased produetion whicl
m. Mexi

V180 \.‘\'I:‘l SCCHUTE. AT

e ot : o e . e
more mtimate relations, our annual rece ; )1 ;’;1;1?
country, of silver, will equal, if not surpass, the amount

L, il

we now receive from California in Gold.

L s CL4A0L

51

Statements of vessels cleared from the United

Mezico, :,u’z\a-'[;;g’ the year

‘.1‘{%17 ,\'1; ¥ les /[;"(.'i i

year ending June 30th, 1857.
)
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TonusLs

(ev it .:»«_.L,

-G itA

Firewood.

(Guano.

and

Earths, stone a

i‘
|

and ve +o. W
and vegetable.

T
rauroads.

Houses of wo
T

ies from,
Ve,

unwroucl

Machinery for ¢
the a
Plows.

{ Uisd
Slates for roofino,
"Pinber nstruction.

kinds and elasses.

|

Mexico is about 30 per

o —
S o] aulies un

nder the present Tarif

2,00
1,00

12,00

I of

60c.

4 .00
200
2.40

2,00




window,w

ibited
24,00

11anos
Plows and

Pork,salt, h

runes and, Ra

12.00

pericent




1,000 square feet

101 Ibs

id colore
worke
ned 1d ¢

ra wide
rm & b
Che arficles‘formerly

entry at Vera/Cruz; at sixtee

Additional” Duties on Merchandise,
All foreign goods impotted info the-Mexican Re
are liable to the followingadditional fixed duties. be

the import'duty, reeulated by the

t

A municipal duty of 12} cents for every package
)0 pounds, payable to the custom-house at

r 200 1

1
}
i

gnarge.

(8
2. An, internal improvement duty of. one-fifth of rthe

foreign ob/import. daty,also payable atthe port.of
charoe.

3. An ix"lte-mnl duty of one-tenth the amount of
foreign daty, ;payable at the- time of dispatchiny
ooods into the inferior.

i. A registering duty of one-fifth of the foreion daty,
payable at the inferior custom-house to which the aoods

are deastined.

iking-fund duty of one-fourth of the foreion duty,

Treastiry, in bonds of the public con-

idated and liguidated debt.

] ] ¢ ¢ 4

=) (1] R iyt DR el e b } y 15 1 A y
will be observed that the above additional duies on

immported and remifted to the interior.
A
ot

it. on the original i‘m;ul‘i duty

The exportation of gold an

egu lations .ﬁ)/' Pass

4

the ports of

IS brougat. to anchor,

PASSeNnzers

‘é; riormaitce.

.\{J“fl]ilil:_" e

ne requisition
i
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{. Every passenger can enter free of duty as much as

't

ten pounds of cigars (puros), or cigareites, (cizarros),
|

one bottle of snuff, two bottles of wine, or liqueur, two

hes. with their ¢chains.and seals, one pair of pi.\'?«.»ix.

one Sw e musket, or

ion with

e, qewelry, gold or

= £ o= = il .

ar,.or of any othel

~vh p_ & 1 1 ’ ¥ « +1 - I3 - .

commercial \commodity, specified in this ordinance ; but
should

families and friends, small quantities, any of

these articles. by makina, before the commencement ol

1
i

the examination, a declaratic n oath-of the 1ac

articles and

the correspo

The dispatch of-private apparel and
(‘1§\\‘1'!‘illii11:r?‘.uz| of the cu: tom- house
recard-for the

0. Up- ratic or-comic al
the (’Xt.‘ll'l;;ﬁun\‘ Iready concede f passeng
troduce free of duty ti
provided the same make a part of their lugoage, jand-he
not in excess.  Should the officers consider the amount
(‘\'.Q\l‘.( th shall eollect tl ent. ¢ ; /_’v,/'/j”v)_

t fo
U, 1O

or by appraisemen
S i 1 4 o7y 5y TN TR e -

St'l'lbl“] for o00ads entered u,;ll]."l .ll)i)x.:L.\-'.’h“
7. The sapreme eovernment will ordain what 1s con-

venient as recards the privileges and exemptions to be

extended to colonists and immigrants.

rement

(wonnage
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icht with lozwoed or other national pro-
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e
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dues, paying alone :
$3 00
3 00
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In the Pacifi

La Escondida, Sihuantanejo, Altata, N La

it

+

Paz, Cape

points on

Forty-seven

Tonnage, 179

[4- 154

3,042

LaV
id Y

tlan, Gu:

4 steamers of 16 ouns,
5 schoonersof 17

Lol




TRA

His excellency Don Micuel Lerdo de I'ej:

1

work entitled = Cuadro Sinoptico,” of the Mexi

4 P18 A< 1 .
Althoush it

1e; or of the value
it 1s ‘nevertheless easv. by

1

alil d

BN U AR ~ 1 1:
rern. omerchandise

valuein the int ‘;Hz‘hz.'.l'f{l. ts;all
{

it less than S5450,000.000

national

OHme
s amounts, at
n 400,000,000,
+] | -
the abeve es-
vathat, :::,‘!';)1‘_1&'1;‘ tothe mercan-

le h
L4

% gl o Tl T B B i
toreign. gonds, Including specie legally
Tod e S€ SIX (h-} artments

] :
above, based upon

alenstamahahan ol Syl 1 i
he custom-house m, which 1s generally less than

4
l

11

> annuaatly, to more than S40,000.000.
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I'ne medium of exchans y aits, althouch not
s L .
venerally understood

lic, being in operation only between the

forty million dollars per annum.
The banking and discount

at mterest on mortoace, or

of some importance ; > amount
of funds belongine to f{l leroy and other reliaious
e’ JR : , " F
bodies, (whnich have, 1 callty, 10or many years past,
formed a great national bank, their .xeal esfate, re pre-
senting as it does, from eighty to one hundred million
dollars, caining interest.) this class of business, which

+1 - r i « o Fardc 4 hoaen 1l LT 4]
more than any other affords to t 10S¢ Wil0 £Xercise 1L the

advantage of appropriating to themselves

industry and the labor of others

1a all

1co alone, amounts annually
million dollars, and thatdone in the other parts and

cities of the Republic to an equal sum.”

The eonvevance of all kin
out the blic of Mexict
and waszons drawn bv mules
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The principal productions are maize, beans, and chile,

(which three articles in general constitute the only food

used by the poorer class,) wheat. barley, rice, potatoes,

peas, lentils, American aloe, nopal, sugar-cane, cocoa,

Acapulco. coffee, cotton, tobacco, pepper, anis, vanilla, sarsaparilla,

anding at Vera Cruz to olives, and all kinds of fruits and horticultural produc-

oty FRC. CICLIELed ANV tions, to which can be added indigo, cochineal, wax,

and silk, of which two last articles large quantities are
already produced in the States of Michoacan, Jalisco,
and Guanajuato.

As regards the annual value of the agricultural pro-
duce of Mexico, the statistics are so limited and unsatis-
factory that it is quite impossible to arrive at any thing
like a correct estimate. The most reliable information
which we possess is eontained in an aceount presented
in the year 1817, by DonJose Maria Quirez, at that time

s of constrin secretary to the eonsulade in Vera Cruz, and according to
 complotl whom, the total wvalue of agricultural preduce in New
: ‘ Spain amounted then to $13%8,850,121 annually, includ-

ing $4,997,496, as.the amount of produce exported ;

which sum, when compared with the then existing popu-

lation of 5,810,005, gives an average of $24 per head.

T A This-estimate, however; cannot serve as a basis to ar=

T | If'T‘ y = rive at its present value, considering the progress, even

stry 1s reviewed by Senor Lerdo though slow, which has been made since, in this and all
other branches of industry.

limited For want of better data; we will take the amount of

of\1ts population, and ealculating the quantity of acricultural

tillace is

produce necessary for the support of each person at $25
e s1ze of per annum, or about 6% cents per day, the result is a
yearly produce equal in value to $197,000,000 ; and if to

-~

{
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this be added the jd‘[]ﬂ.ll(.‘(‘ consumed b}' cattle, the [iro-

duction of cotton, which amounts annually to 70,000

quintals, and that of cochineal to 625,000 Ibs., as well as

and_wax, and -many other produects, it will be
t the territorial value of produce in this Repub-
licycannot be estimated totally at lessthan $220,000,000;

andiif to this be added $40,000.,000, asithe value of re-

I, e 1]
roduction in all kinds of
f thelr natural nroduce. such : nilkl ecost tallow. &e
[ thewr natural produce; such as milk, si tallow, &e.,

&e., all of which is considered under the head of aori-

“horses, cattle; and poultry, and

culture, the annual‘value of this branch throuchout the

1
{

10le country may be'safely estimated at$260,000,000.”

\.\"
In order to give a more clear idea regarding the various
agricultural productions of the con ntry, they are pre-

sented! under their special heads, as follows:
Sugar-Cane,  'The cultivation of sugar-¢ane, as much
from its enermous-yield as from its good quality, is of the
oreatest i!!!lu.\l‘i?!h(‘(‘ n_the ]’u,"]‘rlﬂ:li(', and Ln\};“f;f to be one
of the pr‘[u--ipz.zl articles produced for exportation. In
exico, Puebla, Vera Cruz, Michoacan, Tabasco, Oajaca,

s, Yucatan, Sonora, and Lower California, exist
plnn‘rnf'} ms. In the first six States mentioned

ve, are. manufactured yearly 40,000,000, pounds.- of

sugar mn'the following proportions:

AT - 7
Niexico, 25,000,000 Ibs,
I)‘ Ty 1 ‘ q .
ueoia, S ‘. - £ Q00000
Vera Cruz, 2 500.000
Michoacan, : / 5.000.000
Ta baseo, ) ] 2.000.000
Oajaca, : - . 1,500,000

40,000,000
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ed of very good quality in th
:::r*? r!“}‘!«:.‘_. in the State of J;z!:\'\_'u:

in Cuernavaeca, Colima, and some

extensive exportat
basco, called
many other districts can be fayc ,";?\.\' compared with the
best grown in ¢
Tadign is found wild in great.quaustities in-many parts
of O:‘:j:uf‘a, Tabaseo, Yucatan, Chiapas, Michoacan, and
Colima. That produeed in the last-mentioned place is
lered to be of a superior quality
cultivated to a consi ‘,L,'I".'l!)ll" exfent 1 Tierra
v8hy situations, and vields
1s destined to beeome one of
objectsof agcricultural fhdnstry. as the

f many l:w:::flt:a-.\:un'i;’.«'l:h'-.:‘i"

oxcellent qualify is found in' Tabaseo and

Soconusco, he State oft Chiapas; and other nlaces in

the States on that side of the Gulf, and perhaps vields

the best in the world. (See Tabasco.)
Flazyand Hemparesuccessfully cultivated : the latter
particalarly, “in-the southern “distriets 'of Michoacan,
ws even spontaneously. The productis very
yries madse from if ]13'_‘11;['\‘ approved.

= £~ e AT T 1 BN
the cotton-growimg ddistriets
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the United States the cotton plant is of annual growth ;
frost destroys it, and the planter is obliged to renew the
seed for every crop. But in the Tierra Caliente of
Mexico this is not requisite; as the tree propagates itself,
and the laborers are only required.to keep the fields clear
of useless vegetation. ‘The production, however, is very
limited, not at all| meeting the wants of the factories in
the Republic, and probably does not execeed in the ag-
gregate over 25,000 bales of 400 lbs. eaeh per annum.
Cochineal. 'The cultivation of this artiele has always

been of the greatest importance in the State of Oajaca.

4
The crop and value of it in the years 1854 and 1855 were

in that State alone as follows :
Cochineal Zaeatillo, Frani Granilla,
150,525 Ibs. 332,625 +| | [ 2/430/1bs.

145050 * 500525 1,550 ¢

Total,  295,57: 1,1335150 4,000

Vanilla) The vanilla bean is cultivated on a few plan-
tationsin_Oajaca, and also grows there, as in many other
parts of the coast, spontaneously, in large quantities.
In the State of Vera Cruz it is extensively cultivated, and
has become one of the principal articles of exportation,
with a oradual increase of shipments annually.

The Grape. Although the cultivation of the vine
would be a most important branch of industry, still 1t 1s
at present limited principally to the town of Parras, in
the State of Coahuila, where excellent wine has been
produced. In Chihuahua and Sonora, however, wine
and brandy are produced from the grape, and in Durango,
Zacatecas and Jalisco, a liquor called “Mescal” is manu-
factured to a large extent.
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Maize. This plant, which is indigenous to America,
1s cultivated as well in the hot regions as in the tem-
perate and cold. It has a very large consumption in
this country, both for human food and for fattening
animals. In the hot regions it produces from 250 to 300
grains for each one planted, and in a district near the
capital as many as 600. In many parts of the country
two crops are gathered annually, and, in fact, there are
frequent instances on the Gulf coast of three harvests
on the same ground in one year.

Frijol, or Black Bean. In the fields of wheat and maize
is sown the frijol, or black bean, which 1s most exten-
sively consumed in Mexico, and is as much of a national
dish with the Mexicans as the potato is with the Irish.

Wh-at is cultivated on all the central table lands. The
best is found in Atlisco, in the State of Puebla, and in
the fertiler valleys between Queretaro and Guanajuato,
called the Bajio, where it yields 60 bushels to one sown.
In some parts of the State of Sonora, and other sections
of the Republic, the yield has been computed by reliable
authorities at nearly double that amount.

Barley. This grainis also extensively cultivated on all
the central table lands with equally abundant barvests,
There, is a very greal consumption of it throughout
the country, as it is one of the principal articles of
forage used by the muleteers and wagoners for the
animals of the lmmense transportation trains.

Trees. . Besides almost every variety of fruit-trees to
be found in other parts of the world, Mexico possesses
an inexhaustible source of wealth in the natural pro-
ducts of her forests, which furnish abundantly a supply
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N 1
of the .\'i"“.'!j'.":ll Woo0a4s mnpi:.ﬂr('d

in ship-building and

~4 1 .-»-’,,.’,‘,. S | ! s e g f— . ~s =
otner mechanical arts, either for works of use or faney,

In fine, it may be said that every branch of agricul-

tural industry.is susceptible of

provement; and if a proper spirit. of

be -awakened in its inhabitants.

become one of the most Prosperot

mercial conntries ‘on the American continent.

to' her! sister [\P["" a Inore
than that .UfT,ilc‘I‘fu enjoyed, for
of the numerous articles of Am

the rich products of / Mexican

that now  exists. ‘is ‘the

augmentation and im-
i enterprise could once
Mexico would soon
is and flourishing com-
affording
favorable opportunity
the mutual exchance
erican manufacture for
S«’)il. T‘iif? l'})if:i.

it Ahicn
tane | drain

and the diversion of enormous amounts

natural arteries of national ente

Vilal

channels, in payment of imported

can people-learn that-such Juxuries and

they desire, can.be purchas

I <
v

besides hard silver dollars - and

b

change with'the United States they can have wl

desite without submitting to tl

yearly underco by dealine outsid
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them learn this. or let them nay
1 ) | 3
the, knowledee 1@iT

mines will be

amone the

vaults of ]‘l'ia‘*"i’u’ilz speculators; and'tl

would then be induesd to furn th

tant national enterprises that we

prosperity and agrandizement of the

viie

Tprise ~into

g‘t,l(J(‘jS. Iet
| necéssaries as
vith 6ther equivalents
hWat mm commercial ex-
nat ‘ii;e-:.'
f]!liul\'(‘]‘f\}u.’.f'h? they
he continent, Let
e faecilities (o Improve
h oold ~and silver
lating medium
no i‘::\: way into the
1€ PEo] le of Mexico
ittention to 1 1IMpor-
1 the future

le country.

MINES AND COINAGE OF MEXICO

The great wealth of Mexico, ac uml*n; to develop-
ments up to the present day, consists in her mines. It
is true that the capital and labor, l_mth foreign and do-
mestic, used in that country, have been devoted fo the
production of the precious metals, and though under a
new order of thines, aoriculture and manufactures will
doubtless receive oreater attention, still, the abundance
of minerals throughout the length and breadth of the
land 18 so great t that its mines must alw ays cons titute
theseading 1nterest.

The minerals of Mexico are of silver, gold, copper,
iron, zine, lead, magistral, antimony, arsenic, sulphur,
cobalt, &ec., &c. The mines of gold and silver have
only heen worked extensively, and silver forms the
principal eurrency of the country and the great article
of n,'f\'")HT_‘T.

In treatingupon Mexico, there 1s no subject 80 unsat-
isfactory and bewildering as that which relates to the

production of her mines. Humboldt,who wrote in 1803,
oives some valuable stafistics of mining operations in
Mexico previous ‘to that period. . He gives the total
amount of silver raised from the Mexican mines, from the
conquest 1n 1521 to 1803, as $1,767,952,000, according
to theofficial returns; and :1'1:;!111'; one-seventh for uu';'vg'ls-
tered-silver. he makes the orand tofal $2,027.952,000.
Ward gives the total coinage from 1733 to 1826, as re-

presented by government returns, $1,433,658,611.
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The ancient Mexicans, properly speaking, had no coin.
The conquerors introduced it into the colony, and coin-
ing dates from the building of a mint in the city of
Mexico, in 1535 For many years after the Invasion,
pieces of gold and silver were stamped by officials of the
Crowh; which constituted them a circulating medium.
The coinage of money in Mexico presents two great
epochs ; first, from the establishment of 'a mint in the
city of Mexico, up to the Independence;\and second,
from the Independence down to the present date. The
first period affords” three’ subdivisions, viz.: © Moneda
Macugina,” or Irregular coins ; “ Moneda Columnaria,” or
Colonade coin: and *Moneda de Busto,” or Bust coin.
The first was so called; owing to its irregular form and
weight, and was stamped by means of a hammer with
a cross. two ‘Lions and two Colimns: on one side ; and
on the reverse, with the name of the reigning King. The
second received the name of “Colonade,” from present-
ing on one side ‘the Arms of Spain, supported by the
Columns of ‘Hercules.  This was the first coin struck
in the mint according to the rules of art. The third or
“Bust coin,” 1s that with which we are acquainted,
bearing the effigy of the last King who ruled Mexico.

The lollowing statement of the coinage of Mexico from
the conquest down to and including the year 1856, is
from official data furnished by the Ministerio de Fomento.

o g

o

Amount coined in each of the different mints of Mezco,
from the conquest to 1356 inclusive.

Silver. Gold. Copper.

Mexico . 182,120,093,200| $76,447.430 '$5,493,765, $2,211,034,404

juahda...cee e en-f 10,583,397 956,992 . 11.600.818
iy . 7,037,53 2,604,410 9,641,940

Dirtangos ¥ B Lo biy | 29,841, ] SE i

Guadalajara. cccevcee.-- 25,156 753

Guadalupe y Calvo

10anajuato. . ... ..

San Luis Potosi._..... ..

Sombreret e

S 9.116 203,544 1,162,660

Al X A8 ]S AAD
Zacatpcas . .G 168,088,442

The yearly coinage of the mints of Mexico, increased

in steady progression from the time of the establishment
of the first mint'in the city of Mexico in 1535 up to the
year 1305, when the highest amount was reached, being
for that year $27,000,000,

The total Coinage of the Mints of Mezico since the War of
Independence is as follows :

1622 X . $9.816.525 | 1840 . . 513.162.567

1823 . 19,785.024 1841 . . 13.475.632

1824 , 9.560.472 1842 . : 13.800.266

8.427.658 1843 . 12.075.608

. 817747 1844 . - 13.671.230

10.395.291 1845 . 10.236.717

10.237.448 1846 . 15.414.4583

12.164.453 1847 . LTT7 6360015

11.605.571 1848 2 19.203.638

10.255.2499 1849 . . 10.386.570

12.216.460 1850 359,336

12.642.876 1851 : . 17.481.934

12.972.148 1852 . o 8 190.514

11:815.687 1853 . 17.028.921

1836 . : 11.530.622 1854 > 249,446

1837 : 11.470.509 1855 . . 17.593.475

1838 . - 13.084.267 1856 . 19.205.656
1839 - . 12.525.085

Total since the Ind

8

pendence of Mexico, . S$478.3U2,014
i v s
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The ﬁlv”u('/izg i the cownage of the different mints
Mezico in the years 1855 and 1856.

v 1855,

(old

Culiacan, L Sl ll,i’(“"‘
(,.nhlut:nm, : 7 3‘3(1
Duranwo, '
Mexico,
Guana :,, 0y D95, 20( 4, 698 800
G m,lun d . (.36 633,662
San Luis Potost, | 1,849,795

Zicatecas, 3,619,000

516,637,955

5658536 5038 204
100 000 110.064
533,652 590,724

4,401 793 1,566,090

4 306.524 4 756.000
556.456 561,722

3.676 000 3.676.000

3.676.,000 3,676,000

208,091 $19,204,804

Comn . cireylation.~—The ancient tribunal

Ve « N ~ =0 B 7 'S ~ <
"»‘“-‘”1'1“ I 1805, estimated the amount of money in

New Spain, at something more than

ng eompared with, the

population, gaye an averaoe of fourteen dollars per head.
lakmg this estimate as a basis, and also takine into
1ty of muning operations, even

inee fhat AdAats. il 1 X . m S e :
Since  that AL, W ie genera il mmprovement i the
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circumstances of a class who were formerly in misery,
it is not an overestimate to say that 1‘!'.(; amount 1n cir-

culation. (1856-"57,) notwithstanding the oreat annual
exportation, exceeds 1*”).‘””_)."”0 dollars.
lthough this sum is undoubtedly sufficient for all the

interior wants of Mexico, «:ous‘iderii':r_r the small trade

carried on in agriculture, manufactures, and commerce,

3

the fact that the greater portion of ir is in few hands, with

the want of confidence and absence of banks of issnv.
(whose paper in other countries advant: tU“Hllx" sup ;i

a circulating medium,) makes 1t cor 'll)hldu \ usele
and tends to show :h:;t there 1s not a sufficient circulation
for the wants of the

,./r‘jzl." r;./_'j:"/e"'z.u'/'///z Uf‘ .\'/;'r,r'i:‘ from r‘(z7"/'~/r;'-- /.,,”/‘ the ]'3(*/‘/247./17/'6

TU/ the 1 year 1856.

Acapulco ! $32,455 | Tampico . $4,415 52¢
Campeche - . 30,80 Tabzsco . . 53,841
Guaymas 118,626 | Vera Cruz 8,185,023
Matamoras 795 945 | Camargo . 7.000
Mazatlan ™ . , 33T 039 | Mier . . . 6362
Manzanillo 531,469 | Piedras Negras 114
San Blas : 845,% Paso del Norte 7,642
Sisal . ),320-| Zapaluta : 7,540

L

Total/from all ti public, $16,479,013

From the conquest of Mexico, in 1521, to the year of

independence; 1821, a period-of three centuries, during

)
]
s &

4 ‘

which the Spaniards ruled that country the }»u::im:ss of
ini in most respects, brought to such perfection

1 . - -

‘ears, 1n winlc

1 - 1
has been open
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science of foreion nations, no very material improve-

ment has been effected on the old system, except in the

introduction of steam-engines for clearing deep mines of

water. Thekingsof Spain held the mines of Mexico
as royal property, but any citizen of the country was al-

lowed to work them by paying over to the royal treasury

one-fifth of the product thereof.  The government of

Mexico, after she obtained her independence, decreed
the mines to be public property, but placed certain limits
on the miners, and required a sm:nll percentage on their
products to be paid into the national tre: rsury.  This de-
mand ortax is now 1‘(’11[1f{11ishr.*d, and any citizen or for-
eigner can, by the Tight of discovery, denounce or record
the same, and obtain the richt to work a certain number
of \varas free of all tribute. It is believed that the laws
of the muneria of Mexico are well calculated to dewelop
the mines and faver the miner, and it'is doubtful whether
any material improvement-can be made on the present
code:

It is impossible to do-justice to a subject of such mag-
nitude and importance as is that of the mines and coin-
age of Mexico, in our limited publication. We have
given many valuable facts drawn from the most reliable
sources, but at best they are very incomplete. Statis-
tics relating to this subject previous to the revolution
are, doubtless, more complete

and reliable than such as

we have since; yet, those that come to us- from :the

former period.give a generalideaonly of the vast product
of silver in Mexico, and while we have the same oseneral

means of judging of their unfailing richness since that

A DRI =
epoch, the official dataaremuch less reliabl le, owing to the
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revolutions which have almost constantly prevailed, the
occasional destruction of government records. but,more
than all else, the general \_\\tem of smugeling which
has, during this unhappy state of affairs, been inaugur-
ated through the frontiers and nearly dl the ports in the
counftry,

In exemplification of this latter point, we will enter
into an examination of the uﬂn?ml table we publish, pur-
porting to give the total specie exports of the Republic
during the year 1856, amounting to $16,479,013.

In this table, it will be perceived that the specie ex-
port of Guaymas is :\'tatul at $118,626. Any one ac-
quainted with the trade of that place, and the mannerin
which business 18 fransacted, would give $2,000,000 as
the more probable amount of specie exported from that
portin 1856. The same with Mazatlan, the specie export
of whieh port in 1856, is given as $1,331,039. We have
the authority of Mr. Conner, the American Consul now
residing at that port for stating that nearly this amount
was exported-to San Francisco alone; which; doubtless,

formed nearly the whole amount legally exported, while
the principal amount, counted by millions, was smuggled
off .to Biurope in, British-men-of-war. So it-is with.San
Blas and Acapuleo, and in fact, to a greater or less degree,
with all the ports in Mexico, Vera Cruz and T;’unpico
from their proximity to the centre of power, being the
only ports which make any fair show of their specie ex-
ports, as well as imports of merchandise. This system
of smuggling is well exemplified by the late cruise of
the English sh_n,,p-of-wur Calypso, as related in the NEw
York Tmmes, Oct. 29th, 1859. .




ENGLISH SMUCGGL

“A fewweeks .\inm', the report came from \\’l nwall
that one and a half'million.of dollars in Mexican silver,
brought to Panama by the Calypse, had been forwarded
to England

The Calypso is an English sloop-of-war sent out to the
Mexican-Pacific eoast fo proteet Englishinterests. This
\(-.\'.\'.,‘I has been mousing lalone that coast for the past

mths, and it must be said that she has been re-
mzn'!-{:zb!\' fortunate i her mission, having smuggzled out
H 111« S pef 'L J'!l 7112’:1 }'fll’f ]‘ _\.I{,L\'i{'() des I]l"'] Jl“‘ *'W’ 1_1“
poxts, z:nz! defranded the Gevernment out of
very laree amount of rlmj‘-\-

The Calypso commenced receiving specie at Guaymas,
and proegeded~down the coast t \ wvachista, Altata,
Ajiavampo amd Mazatlan, in all of which ports she eol-
lected $2.000.000.. | From thence the (:".1/’//"""’ ]?‘3'1"(1".“11(”1

to San Blas-and -one-or two small ports below, where

she received $3,000,000 more, making the sum total of

her receipts $5,000,000.
’l = 1A 7 IS S, [ LI O, | -
He export-duty.on this suver; accordinortorMexiean

law, 1s five per, cent., but by the connivance of the for-

V¢ tradore i 41 Y r T 5 i
l!__"’.l |1:1~1l,1> In the count 7‘ H‘I' (\((L ~Ul'] 1 ”\ ]'4“‘_"11511
man-of-war, the entire amount of $5 000.000 was, },\- the

most, disaraceful -clandestine manceuvres:smuceled on

¥
__‘ﬁ

board, m;'..l the payment of the sum of $250,000 as ex-

port duty avoided. It seems inecredible that Encland.

claimine to be the most powerful and just nation on

s vt} hnald ' altoe rAaT 1 i 1 hina £
earth, should wear after year detail her ships-of-war to

he Pacific coast, there to carry out a de «_ﬂ::u? ne and dis-

raceful system of smuggling, by which the Mexican
nation is robbed of the little it has \\’hl.‘!‘r\'\'i‘l!x to pay the
national debt.
The (,;'vlf'.l/l'/.\'/) ]l:i\'ih':_[ gathered up all the specie on the
Mexican-Pacific coast, sails for England, and touching at

Panama, lands $1,500,000 for shipment vz the Isthmus,

and only reports this amount as being on board. The
captain forwards his receipts for the amounts remaining

on board, which receipts pass with almost the same cur-
rency in Encland as bank-notes, and the (,'(._'"‘.‘//Ar/.\"'; takes
her course homeward round the Horn.

This sum of $5,000,000 thus smuggled ont of the
country on board the English man-of-war, belongs fo
foreion traders on the Mexican-Pacific coast, and forms
their remittances for goods purchased i Furope, sai

coods havine been smuooled into Mexico

1

raders, \i tiie most ‘lml't under the

{
Enclish' eonsuls and English men-of
\

Vexican Government thus delrauncd d of the z///!'m/(' nllT‘\

thereon.

T T T S & - - = Py | y 144 ! ,
This J‘,n;‘nm man-oi-war, 1t 1S .\3::.(11. comraltred an

dings:

oveit actiin her illegal procee
The' Calypso was lying n‘ff a secluded cove, or small
A -

y : 1 ] > Qe TR
iiﬁ[‘&n‘ﬁ ,'\'(.)Hl("\\’h‘_"l'(’ m the ne J Fili 'Ulliu'-,.'n.L of »Dan _l);.i), 011

the Pacific coast, l'x:[xr,!i\' to receive such specie as should

be elandestinely brought off to her in lagnches.

armed vess =1, of the Mexican ‘coast ‘service,

m p QWP A ol
of the smugolers. To thisend sh

3
11

of one of the launches freio

y
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to close their illegal proceedings ; upon which e

fired into the Mezican vessel, and ordered the

/

captain thereof to desist, or he- would sink his craft.
The Mexican was obliged to obey, and the Calypso com-
pleted her ‘'smuggling operations without further moles-
tation,
Thus it appears that an-English sloop-of-war not only
violates the revenue laws of Mexico—a country with
ich she is at, peace—but sustains_such violation with

This-sinele act on the ‘part of the Calypso,

if parpetrated against a powerful, nation, would con-

stitute ‘a perfect casus belli, and would infallibly be so
treated. / And if Mexico refuses to pay one dollar of her
English debt, until England puts an-end to her nefarious
system of smuooling into Mexico, and makes amends for
the past;she will be sustained 1u-such refusal by the
unanimous sentiment of the civilized world.

The cruise of “the Culypso—smugzling ount of the
country/specie or bullion received by foreign traders for
goods smuesled-into the country—is but an illustration
of the manner in which the English have conducted
business on the Mexican-Pacific coast for the Jast twenty-
five years.v What eountry could-ever,rise to arespects
able standard among the nations of the earth, that is

obliged to submit to such a wholesale system of plunder

as this? What earthly reason is there why Mexico

1
)
t

shonld moet, substantiate the facts; and; year byy yean
deduet from Enzlish claims the amount of which she
is thus defrauded by English officials? Itis a deep and
shameful wrong that England is thus perpetrating

towards .\I“Xi"“. Fi]f' 11",‘117.\' now I',)L"l'l!“'i;: ])'Jt\\'t’C!l the
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United States and that country, has a very important
bearing upon this point. It will, in fact,if consnmmated,
entirely break up that combination of trading and smug-
gling officials which has so long controlled that portion
of the Pacific coast, and give the business to the Ameri-
cans, to whom it legitimately belongs, and in whose
hands it will be systematized in conformity with the
laws of the country, and increased a hundredfold.”

Is any thing more needed to expose the enormous
contraband traffic that England, through her private
citizens and public functionaries, has for years carried
on in Mexico, than the preceding statement? 'The
industrial and commercial interests of the latter country,
under the combined influences of this eppressive com-
merelal system and incessant revolutions, now lie pros-
trate and ruined ; and it now falls to the lot of the United
States fo extend a helping hand to the neighboring
tepublie, and inangurate a new and reviving commercial
policy, the first step toward  which is, the opening of
rapid -and regular-ecommunication, by means of mail
steamers under government patronage.

The total value of gold and silver legally exported
singe the conquestdown to 1858, a period of 339 years,
is estimated by official documents at $4,640,204,8589.
This gives $13,687,920 as the average legal exports of
the precious metals per annum, since the landing of
Hernando Cortes up, to 1858, We cannot regard this
statement -as having any' approximation even to the
truth. It is, in faet, absolutely impossible to give any
eliable data from which an accurate estimate of the
amount of precious metals that has been exported from

9
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has furnished to the world since the conquest by the

Spaniards. Irregular or illegal commerce, both in 1m-
ports and eXports, was.not carried on in Mexico under
theviceroys to the' same: extent that it has been since
the mdependence of the counfry, still, there has always

heen more ot less irregularity, and the inducements to

ceal thereal product of the mines and smuggle specie,

nd plate out of the country, have been great
oinnimg. | Our |statements, relative to the
Mexico, which give at_the present time
1,000,000 asthe sum total per annum, are of course
made up/from data derived from offieial sources....And
\'»'hilu we-publish these as the onlyreliable statements,

we do not hesiiate to sav. that fromother equally reliable
o 1 -
auth "1' those official statements,which make it appear

Tom fiftéen wenty millions of dollars has been

1

a republie, are far short of the truth. There is every
LS 3 N . 3 4 ¢ 3 )
reason ybelleve, L the true amount is nearer

240 000,000, and when we take into consideration the

z
extent of 1illecal exportations ofl specie and illeoal 1m-
l"‘-:", tronst ofymerchandise, it wonld he found that the
cont 1 Lrad exceeds the legal trade, and/instead of

roc~1 1N tha A O T s £ £ A= 4 000 N y
PTESTRUNT THE Prest nt estimate of $54.000.000 PEr an-

num, the facts, could thev all be oiven, would, doubtless

2 AR I, W TR
make-an exhibit of more than $100,000,000" per annum.
RE. O it W '
his_explains/why it'is that the official retiirns make
. 0 e
I

1 3 .
F hili+ At e o B =
‘\ lu W eXibDit o1 IHHA‘H\}‘\ I“’L C‘li)l“:
A . i

BYI1raT oo e . . )
.\I_.\i. all E'”l”l“l(l'”!' as “'Ml ,‘“L,i \\-l‘l]l other

American countries, that for _\lcxir?o being but
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$3.14, while for Cuba they are $27.29, Uruguay $25.86,
ChilL 812 70, i};‘ w71l $8.95, and the average of the whoele

of South America is $6.13 per capita.

Real Estate.

tatisties furnished by Sr. Lerdo de
the last official statistics presented

bv the General Office for contributions to the Governs:

ment, it \'.'n-_zlal -',1?';’\’:41‘ that the number of estates in the
whole Republic amounts to 13,000, the value of

csiil‘n;u,'al at $720.000,000, and that of town property ¢
$635,000,000, so that the total value of real estate

amounts to $1,355,000,000.

3 . . S Ve, o e

Although the above sums may appear, at first sight,
somewhat exaggerated, they are doubtless eonsiderably
under the mark, netwithstanding the bad eondition gen-

>Lally OF I]It-‘H‘.,I:_\ N e nepuolic. 188€  ainounis,; of

, comprise the total value of the whole extent of
real estate throughout the country, including the house

1'1" erty contained 1n 26.468 villages and towns of all

';z-. ing the number now existing 1n the Republic.
The datter-elass of property, in the-eity of Mexico-alone,
is worth fo-day ower $50,000,600; and that in'the other
prineipal cities represents ooregate capital of from
$250,000,000 to $300,000,000.

11

The, above figures show *"z" enormous wealth of the
Re 1'“ Jie at the present time in real estate, which might
be doubled or trebled in ten years with facility, could the
couniry be so fortunate as to enjoy infernal peace and

neth of fime.




MANUFACTURES.

i'he principal products of Mexican manufactures are
aguadiente, sugar, mescal, (which is made from the
juice of the agave,) soap,-oil, wine and brandy, delft
ware, glass, paper, cotton thread and cloth, woolen and
silk thread and eloth; harness and Tuscan cloths, which
are made from the fibres of the agave.

The manufactures of sugar and-aguadiente are car-
ried on at the private farms of individuals. Mills are
used for the former and alembics for the latter. The
system followed generally is ancient.and very imperfect,
but on some estates, the modern improvements.and machi-
nery for the manufacture of sugar-and the distillation of
aguadiente have been introduced:, /'These two articles
are chiefly manufactured’ in the States of Vera Cruz,
Tabasco, Yueatan. Mexico, Guerrero, Micheacan and

Jalisco. 'With-respeet to the manufacture of wine and

vineyards-in the States of Coahuila, Chihuahua, Gua=

najuato, Oajaca, Sonora, San Luis Potosi and Lower

brandy from the grape, although there are several large

California, yet it is only in the two first-mentioned of
the mhove States, and particularly in/Chihuahua, where
wines and brandies are made in any quantity. In‘the
last-mentioned State 25,000 barrels of wine and 11,600
of brandy were made In 1854.

With respect to the manufacture of eotton thread and
cloths, besides the great number of spinning-wheels and
looms worked by hand, which are employed throughout
the country for the making of checks and other textile

fabrics in common use, there are also at the present time
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16 larce factories, using extensive machinery, in the
States of Coahuila, New Leon, Durango, Jalisco, Mexico,
Puebla, Queretaro, Vera Cruz and in the Federal District.

Althoueh there are some of the finer cloths manufac-
tured in these, the principal product consists of thread
and brown cottons, or mantas. According to the statistics
published by the Ministry of Fomento in 1854 there were
7,274,779 pounds of the former and 875,224 pieces of
the latter made at these factories in the preceding year.

In addition to the above a certain quantity of tapes,
oloves, stockings and other similar articles, are manufic-
tured in Mexico.

Of woolen manufactures, in addition to the numerous
hand-looms in various parts, by which common cloth,
frieze, serzas, druggets, blankets, &ec., are manufactured,
there are at this time, eight large woolen manufactories
in the Federal District, and in the States of Mexico,
Querectaro, Zacatecas and Durango. = At these, fine
cloths, eassimeres, carpetings, baize and flannels, and
other stuffs are‘produced, which in price and.quahty are
equal to any imported.

[n the capital, and in Puebla, and Guadalajara, there
are- above 70 silk ;machines for spinning and twisting
silk, worked byhand. | The /whole number of pounds
twisted in Mexico in a year may be estimated at 40,000.

There are eight paper factories established in the Dis-
trict. and State of Mexico, Puebla and Jalisco, which
produce not only sufficient to_supply the press of the
Republic, but considerable quantities for other uses.
Cotton and the fibre of the maguey are the principal
materials used.
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There are no certain data by which to ascertain the
resent annual value of the manufactures of all kinds
produced in Mexico. But with due allowance for the
great progress which-has been made in this branch of
national wealth, we may safely put down the sum total
of the wvalue of the manufactures of tl

SLGU:UUOTUG() or ,_Q]|})(')_’i')(')(_“|:0'7”7| annually.

12 Republic at

of Mezico,

l
.t

Machinory

$1.261,000

Tk Ao/ St damE Tk : )
In the States of Duranco, Mexico, Michoacan, and QOajaca
a 3

exist various iron  foundries. where the best = 6 . .
various. 170; foundries, where the best quality of iron is
manuiaciured.

The following list of the wholesale prices of Iron in the city
of Mezico was furnished by the 071‘72%‘7'3 of one of the
largest Iron Works in the Republic - -
L‘fxrge castings 123 @ 14 cents per b
Ty oo N N A RS N o e

Small bar Iron (Mexican) under } inch 15 * 17
Do. larger sizes, up to 3 inch : 12 13

Do. very heavy, over 3 inch 15

Sheet Tron, best . : . 2 13 a 16 cents per lb.
Do. very thin or very heavy =
Huwp [ron, best : - - P 13

:
Pir Iron, best gray

Do. No. 2, . . 33
Mexican bar and tyre Iron is preferred to the English
for quality. The above prices include the rates for
English imported Iron, as well as that made in Mexico.
Mexico, June 26th, 1857.

NATIONAL DEBT.

The total amount of the national debt, at the beginning
of 1857, is divided into interior and exterior. The first
arises out of sundry obligations contracted under the
Vice-Royalty and after the Independence; and the second
out of loans confracted in London in fhe years 1523

and 1824,

FOREIGN DEBT.
The capital of, or amount due under this head, accord-

ing to the last e mnvention, was £10,241,650, which, at
$51,208,250

$5 per pound sterling, is equal to
For six dividends due since 1st January, 1853, up to
December 31st; 1855 - | . | . 4,608,741

$55,816,991

INTERIOR DEBT.

The total amount of this fund, on the 31st December,
1850, after making the deduction” prescribed by law,
passed on November 30th of the same year, was calcu-
lated at $10.000,000, of which the Junta de Credito
Publico had recognized and liquidated the sum of
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$16,829,775, up to January 1st, 1855; but as certain
amounts, paid previously, and the value of credits
formed by after-conventions, which figure separately,
were taken after-the above calculation, this debt did
not @mount, at the begimuing of 1857, to more than

: : : . . . 830,000,000
To amount credited for interest on fund recognized,

VAN L el 9497 895

The debt contracted during the five years.preceding

up to January 1st, 1856

the above calenlation, up to the 31st December,
1855, supposing that not more than three million
dollars per annum have remained owing to military
and civil eblizations;and adding to this the deb's

contracted by the chiefs of the late revolution, which

have been recognized by the present government,

will'amount to . - 17,000,000

British conventions
Of Padre Moran : :
Spanish conveution, including bonds in circulation
those to be emitted . - 6,680,000
French convention 600,000

$61,950,033

RECAPITULATION,
Interior debt $£61.950,033
144

Foreign 55,816,991

Total . —$117.767,024

T Tha o [ QRYrQ 19O« P oy
Nore,—The sum of $768,123, the amount of one dividend on
the British convention debt, may be deducted, as it has been paid
since the above estimate was made,
Since the above statistics were made up, the French convention
debt of $600,000 has been liquidated.

GOVERNMENT RE
Notwithstandine that a law was made November 24,
1856, desionating the revenues of the Supreme Govern-
ment and those of the States, it has not been putin
practice, nor are the anterior laws on the subject; the
consequence of which is, that many of the States not
havine a systematized revenue, take such sums from the
general fund at their disposal, as they may require for
their own wants. This being the real state of affairs, 1t
is well to present, without any deduction, what the estab-
lished taxes and revenue will produce, in order that a
= = T e . 1 +} ;|
comparison may be made between them and the total
- . : . - ;
amouut of expenditure, which will clearly show what the
true state of the treasury is:
[:!‘;EL‘N‘. duties - - . . 24,500,000
Twenty per cent. for material improvements . . 900,000
Twenty-five per cent. for sinking-fund of the interior debt . 1,125,000
Ten per cent, internal duties on $3,500,000 . . 350,000
Twenty pergent. register duty on ditto . 5 . 700,000
Tonnage dues . . . - 90.000
Light-house dues ; . - . P 20.000
Exportation daty ; : 500,000
Circulation daty . : s . 300,000
Alcabala or interior duty : - . . 3,500,000
Three per cent. coinage and mi ity . . 450,000
One real per mark % cents) . : 220,000
Mails " : . 3 : . 150,000
Direct taxes - . < 2 1,200,000
Stamp duty | . . 4 . /150,000
Post-office : . X . . 0,000
Lotteries . . g : A - 3 80 000
Tolls : . . . 5 1 . 300,000
Pawnbrokers' house, foreign licences, leg
card duty, discount of salaries and sundrie ] . 405,000

i

Total . . . . . £15.000.000

COMPARISON.
penses ~ - 3 . 5 - . ; - £24 819,203
Revenue g 3 . . ; . 15.000.000

P
EX

Deficit X . . $9,819,203




ANNUAL EXPENSES OF GOVERNMENT.

Sr. Lerdo de Tejada, in his work published 1 1856,
says: Notwithstanding that, under our present form of
provisienal government; we cannot well define the
obligations which  weigh upon-the general and State
government, the latter have already assumed the respon-
sibility ‘of ‘these internal expenses aud administrafion,
and the former has done likewise as‘relating to the whole
nation, follewing the order observed under the federal
system of\ 1852.

The total annual expenditure of the general govern-
ment, according  to"the ' statistics ]mi]lishml by the
“ Minister of Hacienda” on the 31st December, 1856,

was $14.228.3

25, as follows:

ices, public establishments and im-
provements . : : . . . . 55,294,181

Ampy and navyr . Tl 0. A . ¥ 4300877

Government off

2 v (TG sce -y - -
tevenue officers’ and government necessities . ‘ 165,327
Public debt;aaterest and-sinkine fund . : 534 690

Municipality of Mexico . ; : ; . 274,750
To?nl . . ?l 1,228,325

But as ‘economical reforms have been introduced
into this estimate, which have not been and cannot be
carried out, many expenses not being taken into account,
such_as the repair and preservation of the roads, the
payment ' of | inferest. on the | interior; debt, hesides
which, no allowance havine been made for extra-
ordinary disbursements, which the preseut state of the

counfry demands; I think that, without exagweration,

Chihuahua

the wants of the covernment during the present year,
notwithstanding the reductions in the army, will amount

to not less than $20,000,000. The following table

exhibits the average expenses of the several States.

according to their own estimates:

. £33.,000 | Puebla
42,523 | Queretaro . . . . 131,114
176 | Sau Luis Potosi . o 8T15
Coahuila 48,192 | Sinaloa.
NEo. o « ‘v « 852 . . 156,091 | Sonora
Tabasco

Tamaulipas .

\l\'.‘.i('u .
Michoacan
Nuevo Leon

(Jaxaca

Fxpenses of the General Government
3,

~J - State Gpvernments

™ Total

Clergy.

The statement of the Minister of “Justice and Feele-

siastical-Affaics,2 presented in 1852, gives the following
1'!'

fioures relative to the clergy of the Republic:
3,239 secular eeclesiastics.
83 secular ecclesiastics -distributed-in eizht oratories/of’ San
Felipe de Neri, the convent of San Camilo, and the
House of the * Company of Jesus.”
1,043 rezular ecelesiastics, distributed in 144 convents, 32 cura-
cies, and 40 missions.
959 recular ecclesiastics, distributed in 6 colleges * propaga-
tine the faith,”

4.610 individuals.
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The number of nunneries is 58, of which 48 are sub-
ject to the ordmary ecclesiastical jurisdiction, and 10 to
the “regulares,” containing a total of 1,484 nuns, 533
girls, and-1,266 maid-servants, besides which, there are
five establishments belonging to the Sisters of Charity,
with 37 matrons and 41 novices.. The government of
theelergy 1s divided into-one -archbishopric, that of
Mexico, and thirteen bishopries, which are those of Pue-
bla, Michoacan, Jalisco, Nuevo Leon, Qajaca, Durango,
Yueatan, Chiapas,Sonora, Lower California, and “ Our
Lady of Guadalupe,” which last bears the title of
“ Abad.” In nine of the cathedrals belonging to the

above mitres, there are 183 prebendaries, and these dio-
)
<]

ceses are divided into 1,222 parishes,

Revenue of ‘the Clergy.

The general revenue destined for the support of the
clergy ' the Republic, may be divided into four great
classes; viz.: Ist. Those corresponding to bishops and
canons, who form the bodies belonging to their respect-
ive cathedrals. 2d. Those belonging to private ecclesi-
astics and chaplains, 3d. Those belongine to curates and
vicars’; and, 4th, those appertaining to various religious
communities of both sexes. The first are principally
composed of taxes known as tithes, or diezmos y prini-
ctas, the product of which was formerly very great, con-
sisting of one-tenth of all produce gathered in the Re-
publie, and on the first breedinos of cattle. Latterly,
however, this revenue has much decreased : as.bv a law
passed on the 27th October, 1833, all farmers and labor-

=y
i

ers were released from obligafion to pay it. Notwith-
standing the law, there are many persons who, from con-
seientious motives, still continue to pay tithes. So many,
indeed, are there who do so,that the income to the clergy
from it is very considerable. This body also receives the
interest of large bequests left by devoted persous for
annual performances, called *anniversaries,” out* of
which the expenses are defrayed. The bishoprics of
Sonora, Lower California, New Leon, Chiapas and Yu-
catan, enjoy government pensions, amounting together to
the sum of $32,200. The College of “ Our Lady of
Guadalupe,” has besides twenty-five lotteries, which are

drawn annually, with a fund of $13,000 each, some

4

estates, and a eapital of $621,000 recognized by the
Government.

The private ecclesiastics support themselves by rev-
enues derived from chaplaineies, which are sums sub-
scribed by Teligious persons for that purpose, amounting
generally to about $3,000, lent out at interest. This,
with-the various sums received in charity and for saying
masses, forms their means of subsistence.

The revenue of curates is derived from parochial dues
for births, marriages, deaths, ete.; from masses perform-
ed in the churches by the desire of devout persons, and
lastly from the profits arising out of the sale of rosarios
medals, wax, etc., to the same class.

The revenue -of ~eonvents 1s, obtained by charity,
masses, and buarials in their own churches, besides the
income from their valuable estates. The nunneries are
also supported by the produce of their extensive estates,

with the exception of one or two, which do not possess
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cathedrals and parishes deriving revenue from estates
and investments, which-is appropriated to the wants ar
service of the clerey in general.
Owing to the want of pnf.n:ivh.\' in the management of
the affairs of the clergy, it s diffienlt to arrive at the
exact value and revenue of Mcu property ; still, an a

roximate estimate may be made, %\' takino as a ]xzx:~".,

p
the data within reach—such as the annual value

cultural produce, the mumber of births* marriag

3
{
i

deaths, and the numher of devout rites and

are still habifual and common with
habitants'.Accordino to these tables, it can be s df""
(‘t"!l'x'lgm‘,c.'f.i 4 otal amount colleeted at this date b_‘.'
he'clergyef N wder ?:-'- heat-of tithes, [mv_‘m;'hi;x"_
~eeclesiastical / nd sale of devotional

ot less than from six to eishtmillion del-

lars’ sgunually. ~So far|as recards the property of the

clergy, some writers-have esfimated it as one-half of the

whole real estate in the country; others at one-third.

¥ 4 - 1 . . _. g -

etting these statements u.\_?: ‘ value of their
‘

property—ineluding sums.subser

iftss/ estates. “houses ehurches. anc
OISy estatles, iouses, €aurcacs, .ana

to-day, may be (znm}m‘uul at two hundred and

1 A | "
three hundred million dollars, notwithsta

losses-which they are said to have suffered for some years
ast. In the.city of Mexico ‘alone,which' contains /five

housand houses, valued at eighty million dollars, the

clercy own at least one h: '. he income of the
1 3 e 1.:

above, added to the tithes chial dues, ete.. ete.,
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warrant me in stating that the Mexican clergy collect
throuchout the Republic annually, a sum of twenty

millions of duliul’s, a2

GENERAL REMARKS RELATIVE TO THE RESPECTIVE STATES.

AGUASCALIENTES.

This State, situated in the centre of the Republie, is
hounded north .][\‘ Zacatecas and San Luils Potosi, east
by San Luis Potosi, south by San Luis Potosi and
Jalisco, and west by Zacatecas. The climate 1s tem-
perate and healthy ; the eastern section of the State 1s
for the most part level, and contains beautiful plans,
while the western division 18 mountainous. Com,
wheat, fruit and vegetables are produced 1m great abun-
danee. The State contains mines of silver and other
metals, but they are neither rich or abundant.

‘Phere are numbered in this State, one eify, one villa,
three pueblas, three nunerales or mining distriets, 37
haciendas and 288 ranches. The capital of the State is

Acuascalientes, a city of 39,689 inhabitants.

CHIHUAHTA.

Chihuahua is ‘bounded north by United States, east by
United States and Coahnila, south by Durango, west by
Sinaloa and Sonora. T State is 430 miles long

The con-
fiouration of the  State is :
being more or less cut up by mountains.

i

portion
great Sierra Madre runs entirely throuch the western

section, and is known by the name of Tarshumava. In
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the interior are the mountains de Carcay de la Escondida,
and del Nido, and to the east of t]u-.\:v is the Sierra de la

Campana. The prineipal river, L2/ Bravo del Norte, rises

7
}
 §
7

in the Sierra Madre and forms the boundary line between
the State ‘and Texas.

The climate in general is aoreeable and healthy, but
there is a great variation in-the tt_‘r:‘ﬂ[»t‘!'fliillr the higher
regions being subject to severe cold, while the low plains
at cerfain seasons of the year are excesSively hot.

The agricultural districts are numerous, but none of
them are very extensive, owing to the scarcity of water.
The land is eultivated solely by irrigation. The principal
productions are corn, wheat and barley, with frijoles,
lentils, and peas, to which may be added the moderate
production of sugar-cane and cotton,the yearly yield of
the\ latter-being estimated /at 322,775 Ibs.
there are in -eonsiderable abundance,

oranges, lemons, pears, peaches,quinces, &e.

Chihuahua has remarkable facilities for the raising of

stock. Her-hills, plains and valleys afford sustenance
for L"d.’.t‘if_‘, horses, mules and she ep thronechout the year,
and in no section of the habitable part is the climate
such as to-require shelter for,stock, the raising of which
has always been one of the principal sources of wealth
in the State.

But it is for its mines that the State of Chihuahna is
destined to-be; most distincwished., Sufficient Progress
has been'madein the working of these, prineipally silver,
to prove that they are of surpassing richness. The
coinage at the mint in the city of Chihuahua dul'inw the
year 1855 was, of gold $17,536, and of silver $47 500,

- o4

giving the total coinage of $493,036. 'This is, in reality,
a small exhibit for the mint of a silver-producing State,
but it must be taken into consideration that a large
amount is carried out of the State in bars, and further-
more, this branch of industry, as well as all others
throughount this region, has been brought to the verge of
ruin by hordes of wild Indians, of whom the Apaches
are the prineipal, and who for many years have followed
their thieving, destructive calling, almost without let or
hindrance. The State 1s, in fact, partially abandoned by
reason of this oreat scource.

The capital of the State is the city of Chihuahua.
Population 12,000

Something relative to the trade of Chibmahua, and the
system under which it is conducted, may be learned from
the 1’01L;»'.\‘in r etter :

The U. S. Consul at Chihnahua writes Nov. 1, 18538

“‘There passes the custom-house in this eity, a million
and a half of dollars (in value) of goods anunal lly, the
majority of w’uie"h eome from the United States: ™ There
is but one manufact Ty in this State, and it manufactures
only unbleache «.l domestics ; there 1s now another in
course. of erection, prompted probably by the success of
the first.

One factory cannot supply the demand in this city.

The cotton is grown in this State, and those encaced
In raising it say the crop never fails. The climate and
soil are adapted to eotton raising. / Cotton is also taken
from this State to the southern manufactories.

The climate and soil are also well adapted to the
aising of tobacco.

11




In minerals this State exceeds any other in the
Republic. There is coined in the mint in this city
$1,000,000 1n silver annually. Of the silver taken from
the mines-not one-third comes here for coinage. One-
half of the metal ‘taken from the mines of Jesus Maria
comes here to be coined ; the other half is smugoled out
of “the  country at Guaymas and exchanged for goods
smuggled m there  One-half of the Coralitas silver comes
here ; the other is smuggled out)at £l Paso, thence to
New Orleans.”

COLIMA,

o

The small State- of Colima, recently a territorv. is

I

situated on the Pacific Ocean, between the ports of Aca-
pulco and San Blas. Tt is bounded N. & E. bv Jalisco.
S. & W. by the Pacific.” The physical (_"_JTif.];_-"l.l!';l‘li(?l] of
this State is.very singular. It is traversed by barrancas
or ravines of immense depth with but few passes, whiieits
bleak mountains and volcanic peaks pierce the heavens!
giving to the country in general a barren and oloomy
aspect. The elimate for the most part i1s healthy, ﬂ‘:rm':—h
at the base of the mountains the heat is ¢ ‘(:L‘"‘:’x‘.\'i\'t‘. A

The natoral productions in agrienltore are cotton, in-
digo, coffee, rice, fri cacao, Chili, tobaceo and sugar-
cane, with fruifs,such as palm of coco, orances, In":m:.m\‘.
plantains,pine-apples, pomegranates, &c, &e.

The priacipal branches of industry are, after agricul-
ture, the manufacture of sugar, acuadiente, soap, and
several species of cotton and woolen fabries, for which

there are two or three small factories. No mines are
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worked in this State, though it i1s considered rich in
silver, copper, lead, iron, sulphur, nitrate, &e.
Manzanillo, situated immediately on the Pacific, is the
ouly port. Its harbor is deep and quite secure, but
owing to the low back country, full of lakes of stagnant

water from which comes up a pestiferous miasma, the

g . : -
port of Manzanilla is, perhaps, one of the most unhealthy

and fatal to Europeans that can be named. If has
recently acquired some importance from the fact that
the California steamers occasionally touch there, and
receive considerable amounts of specie brought from
the interior.

Colima is the-capital of the State.. It is located inland
28 leagues east of the port of Manzanillo. The city 1s
healthy, enjoys quite a large trade, and contains 31,774

immhabitants.

CHIAPAS,

Chiapas, situated at the southern extremity of the
Republie, is bounded north by Tabasco and Yucatan,
east by Guatemala, south by Guatemala and the Pacifie,
west By the Pacific; Oajaci and Vera Cruz. The State
is traversed throughout its enfire length by the Sierra
Madre, three branches of which run nearly parallel,
presenting a considerable depression in the south. The
climate) is Jagréeable” and "healthy. | The country 1s
diversified, and in many seetions’ very beautiful, but
Chiapas is one of those Mexican States which has not
been fully explored. To the pen and pencil of Stephens

& Catherwood are we indebted for those sketches which




afford us nearly all the information we have of that
mysterious region, and the relics of peoples whose
origin, hfe, and disappearance will probably forever
remain a 'secret, » The evidences that Chiapas has
once heen densely populated are abundant, and it needs
but the opening power of tra le and commerce to bring

T

those deserted regions again into life and activity. "The

population is ‘mostly of the pure Indian—the Zoques,
Zeldales, Teochiapanecos and Mames being still quite
numerous,

The lands are very fertile, but agriculture languishes.
The i)I'OdUC.IL.U)“S are corn, cocoa, sugar-cane, tobacco,
vanilla, pimento, coffee, indigo of the finest quahty;-and
tropical fruits in great variety. 'The/ forests of Chiapas
supply m considerable abundance, cedar, mahogany, oak,
ebony and other-valuable woods: Medicinal herbs of
the most desirable descriptions are also found.

Traditiongives to Chiapas rich mines of gold and
silver. | Recent explorations have also produced evidence
of this fact. But at present no mines are worked in the
State. Iron. and lead abound in the vicinity of San
Cristobal.

Salt is produced in great abundance at Tonala, on the
Pacific coast, at the fountains or springs of Islopa and
Zinacautlan.

Transportation throughout the State is difficult for the
want of roads er trails.. It has no port on the Pacific,
and its imports and exports are through the State of
Tabasco on the Gulf.

The capital of the State is San Cristobal, which
contains a population of 7,649.
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Among the notable ancient ruins in Chiapas are those
of Palenque, and with the exception of those at Mitla,

in the State of Oajaca, the most remarkable, perhaps,

pe
C

of any on this continent. The first bishop of hiapas

was Bartolomie de las Casas, renowned for his humanity

to the natives of the country, and for his writings relative

to the events of his day.

COAJUILA,

Coajuila, one of the northern frontier States, 1S
bounded north by Texas, east by Texas and Neuvo
Leon, south by Neuvo Leon and Zacatecas, west by
Duranoo and Chiliuahua. This thinly inhabited and
neglected State formed a part of the Mexican provinee of
Texas, until by victory in battle, the citizens of the latter
made the Rio del Norte the dividing line between them
and Mexico.

No branch of industry 1s flourishing in this State:
There_are some good agricultural lands, but they are
quite limited in extent, and the production is at present
confined to corn, wheat and beans, suffieient merely to
support._the population. The vine flourishes -and 1s
cultivated to some extent. « The trade of the Stateus
prigcipally in horses, mules, corn and wine

The whole State lies on the western steeps of the
Sierra_Madre, but the southern part especially is very
mountainous and broken. | The climate; though not very
equable, 1s healthy.

In other times the mining interests of this State were

quite important, but in common with the other northern
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frontier States, Coajuila has suffered from the depre-
dations of the Camanches, Lipans and Apaches, to the
ruin even of this, her great interest. At present no
mines are workedin the State. The capital and principal
town of the State is Raltillo, which contains 20,248
mhabitants. | This place affords quite a market for
serapes, noted for their fineness of. texture and beaufiful
colors, and which are made principally by the women of
the neighboring country.

There is also located in Saltillo, a cotton factory called
the Ibernia. It has 1,300 spindles, 40 looms, uses 1,300
quintals of cotton annually, from which are turned out
11,520 pieces of ‘common brown sheetings called

manlta,
valued at $4:50 per piece. The

raw cotton costs at the
factory 21 cents per Ib. ' The employées of the factory
number 180 ; the annual wages amount to $19.200. The
total cost of the building and machinery was $91.500.

Parrasiis a town of some importance. It contains
The ' place is celebrated for ‘its
grapes.and wine.  Monclova, Fernando de Rosas, and
Buena Vista are the other principal
the State.

8,730 il[!lll};i‘l:ul‘ls_

places of note in

NUEVO EEON.
This state,which joins Coajila on the south-east, is

by the present constitution of the r¢ public united to that

state. It 18 less mountainons than Coajuila, anid more
available for agricultural, minine and tr: 1ling
than that state. The proximity of Nuevo

Brownsville in Texas, and Tampico on the Gulf oives

[””}“'-""S

]‘{‘Hn fo

it some advantazes in trade and commerce. The mines
of silver, iron, copper and lead,of which it 1s .\'!z]npufe(l
there is an abundance, are in a virgin state, having
been but httle worked. Nitrate of potash, alabaster
and muriate of soda are also found in considerable

guantities.

DURANGO,

= . » Wi . ~N ~d ‘ 1 r
Durango is bounded north by Chihuahua, east by

1d Zacatecas, south by Zacatecas and Jalisco,

Coahuila a
west by Sn 1. The main range of the great C ordil-

leras passes :'13‘(‘-"'._\' throuch the centre of the state, and
to/the west the country is thoronghly broken up by the
chains, and spurs of the Sierra Madre, ']‘hw‘c. stern
siopes are less rugged,and more available land for agri-
cultural purposes is found. '

The elimate is quite healthy. In the mountainous
districts the temperature is cool, while i the valleys
oreat heat prevails.during a part of the )‘e.‘ar.. |
: The productions of the lands are 1)1‘11;«1;%:11,.\: corn,
wheat and frijoles® sugar-cane, cotton and coffee are
produced in small quantities. ~Durango has one oreat
source of wealth in horses, mules, sheep and horned

tle. laroce quantities of which are raised annually.
But the mim'-.\'luf this state must be its chief source of
vealth.. The iron ores of Cerra del Mercado are remark-
able - thev) are of two distinct classes—erysfallized and

macnetic—and both contain from sixty to seventy-iive

~

il ines are abundant, but
j}’c‘}' cent. ot il‘lf" nrl'f‘t-"ll. Slver mmes are a (ant,

] i rly worked, ¢ istricts
they have been improperly worked, and many distr
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remain entirely unexplored. The principal distriets in
which silver mines have been profitably worked, are
Gavalines, Guavisamey and San Dimas.

There are five cotton factories in this state,which turn
out 1n the aggregate 60,208 pieces of manta, or eommon
brown cotton cloth, per annum; and give employment to
648 operatives.

The “eity of Durango is the capital, and contains
14,000 inhabitants.

The state of Durango stands among the first of the
Mexican states, in the industry and intelligence of her
people. More than usual attention is given to educa-
tion; there are 16 public and 40 private schools, besides
the college in the city of Durango.

This state. like those on the morth of it, is partially
impovesished by the hordes of savages who roam throush-
out all this region, making war upon life, property and

civilization.

There are mmportant and interesting relics of antiquity

in this-state. In 1838, Don Juan Flores, proprietor of
the estate San Juan de Costa, in the reoion of the Bolson
de Mapimi, discovered an immense cavern in the moun-
tain, around the walls of which were sitting more than
a thousand Indian corpses/in a state of perfect preserya-
tion. and clad in mantles woven of the fibres of the

bastard aloe,which is indigenous in this region.

GUANAJUATO.

The small State of Guanajuato, sitnated in the heart
of the Republic, is bounded north by San Luis Potesi,
east by Queretero, south by Michoacan, west by Jalisco.

Two unbroken chains of mountains run through the
State ; the one on the north is known as the Sizrra
Gordo, and that of the south as the Sierra de Guanaju-
ato. The fertile \il“"_\'S among the cordilleras ht"]p to
give an agreeable and picturesque appearance to the
conntry. The climate is healthy and the temperature

|
aoreeable

The agricultural productions of this State
are considerable ;. they consist of corn, wheat, barley,
frijoles, Chili sugar-cane, maguey, which, with lumber
for buildin

estimated at the value of $10,000,000 per annum.

r, fruits, vegetables, medicmal herbs, &e., are

Horses, mules and horned cattle are raised in consid-
erable nmmnbers. ;

The mines of -this State, principally silver; are cele-
brated for their antiquity, extent and richness. The prin-
cipal mining districts are Guanajuato, La Luz, Monte de
San. Nicelas;, Santa ‘Rosa; and Santar Anna; San Jese de
Tturbide, San Luis de la Paz, Xichu and Atareea. For
workine the ores there are 32 haciendas, all of which
work 1,030 arasiras.

The amount of silverand oold comed in the mint cf

Guanajuato from 1827 to 1865 was $124,896,504.
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The manufacturing industry of the State may be esti-
mated by the following table, published among the

nafional statistics in 1857 :

MANUFACTURES. ANNUAL PRODUCT

Ol h I 6;900 arrobas

Aguadiente 33,320 barrels

Starch ] 4,170 arrobas

Carrtiages| /L. J 90

Tanned Leather 68500 sides

Sole Leather : 19,5008 | [

Artificial Flowers 11,000 dozens

Blankets . ~/ 285500

Jedsteads | 350 | . A00

Deer Skins ] 80.000 ! ) 50.000

Wheat Flour . 315,000 arrobas - 157.750

Brown Cofton : 18,500 pieces 45,500

Rebosos : 57,200 ; . 85.800

Pielis. Curtida 7 50 000 . L 37.500

Hats| | . , 95.000 - 16.875

Sadidles k ] 5450 43.600
Wines X X S0 barrels g 2.400
sSerapes . > 50,050 : . 200.200

‘The capital of the State is the city of Guanajuato, the
locality of which is peculiar and remarkabler Itris situ-

- . 3 ] T | 3 v
ated 1 a deep and narrow valley, closely hemmed in by

ingn and rl,‘.;g‘m,l mountains. On the east a siream TISes,

which in the time of rain swells to a torrent. and courses
through-the city;among the houses, and emipties rinfolan
arroyo. on ' the. west, which 'has’ its ‘souree amono the
mountains, in which are located the principal mines.
Fhe streets are very irregular and crooked, and there

are but few through which carriaces can pass. The

1
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plaza is also very irregular, there being scarcely a level
spot in it. There are many fine houses, and some
notable edifices, such as the Alkondiga de Granaditas, the
church, the mint, the government palace, and the thea-
tre. There is but one entrance to the city for vehicles,
and that is called La Caniada de Marfil. The population
of the city 1s 63,398.

GUERRERO.

This State lies on the Pacific Ocean, which bounds it
on the south and west, on the north the States of Mich-
oacan and Mexico, and on the east Puebla.

The vegetation of this State is varied and magnifi-
cent, numerous: hills, ravines, bosques and barrancas at

shortintervals, display, under a bright sun, a diversified

1
and brilliant landscape unsurpassed in the whole repub-

lic. The elimate is excessively hot and not very healthy.
The productions of the earth are universally tropical.

The great wealth of the State of Guerrero, consists in
its inexhaustible mineral resources.

In Copper,and Iron this State is peculiarly rich and
excels any other State in the Republic.

Recent explorations have demonstrafed the existence

1;

of a copper district along the valley of the Zacatula River,
upward-of one, hundred and fifty, miles in length, and
embracing the region contignous to the river for that dis-
tance, which for richness, extent and the desirable char-
acter of its ores, is not surpassed by probably any

copper district in the world.
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The occurrcnce of the ores and their characteristics
are described to be the same as in the copper district
of Chili; and the capacity of the Zacatula copper region
1s said to.befully egual to that of Chili,if equally devel-
oped; althouzh from the latter there is now annually
e_-\'[n_»rt:_ul over $10,000,000. )

Reeently, there have been  diseoveries of plmrr.-rs of
gold, and it 1s thought that if they were fully developed,
they would equal in richness those of California.

There ‘are no mining operations going oun in this state.

But little can be said in favor of the inhabitants of
Guerrero ; they . are mostly Indians.of indolent habits
and but very little civilized. Of these there is_a pecu-
liar race known as Pintos. 'The peculiarity is that they
are spotted all over with dingy, slate-colored spots, th‘e
body being of a tawny,yellowish hue/ The river Zaca-
tula is'the centre-of the Pinto district.

Acapulco; a fine safe harbor on‘the Pacific, and famous
in-history, is in this state.  Tixtla, or Ciudad de Guerrero,
as it 15 sometimes cuUc«,l, 18 the uupit:Ll of the state. .

JALISCO.

Jalisco; which -is a large state, is bhounded morth by
Zacatecas,  Durango and Sinaloa, east by Zacatecas
Guanajnato and Michoacan, south by Michoacan and
Colima and west by the Pacific Ocean. Jaliscois one of
the larogaat .« ~of 1 ~ vk ~ 3 5 =
the largest andmost important, states in the Republic.
Che ‘configuration of the country is varied, being moun-

- =) i

&)

tammons 1in the centre, while on each side are extensive

yeautiful and II‘SI'U'[L- plains. The river Santiago waters
listrict.

an extensive (
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The climate is varied, being cold in Largos, La Barca
and Colotlan, temperate in the regions of Guadalajara
and Fzatlan, hot in Autlan and Tepie, and variable in
Sayula. The natural productions of this state are very
numerous and the yield is extensive. They are corn,
frijoles, barley, cotton, indigo, coffee, sucar-cane, vanilla,
and tobacco. Of fruits there are bananas,plantains
oranges, lemons, figs, chirimoyas, pine -apples, &e. &e.
There are forests of the red tree, cedar, pine, ash,
mezquite, white wood, Brazil wood, ebony, &e., &e.

Mining was formerly a great industrial pursuit fn this
State, but at the present time the greater portion of the
mines are abandoned, and.others are only worked on a
small scale. The metals produced are gold, silver, cop-
per and iron. The most important mining districts are
Bolanos, Comanja and Copala.

The total coinage of this State at the mint in Guadal-
ajara, from 1548 to 1854, was $4,027,490.

San Juan de los Lagos, a town of 6,000 inhabitants,
is celebrated for-the great annual fair held here from
the 6th to the 13th of December. Visitors are attracted
even from the most distant parts of the republic, and
the general\gathering is very large.

Guadalajara is the capital of the State. " It'contains
63.000 inhabitants, and it is one of the most important
cities in the republic. The people are generally active
and! industrious. Alarge business in tanning hides 1s
carried on here, ‘and the manufacture of the best kind of
saddles is extensive. Large quantities of rebosas are
made in this city and sold throughout the republic.
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Tepic, containing 9.000 inhabitants, is situated in the
north-west corner of the State, and has a pretty large
trade.

San Blas; the only port, is on the Pacific, 17 leagues

west of Tepic.

MICHOACAN.

This' State is bounded on the north' by Jalisco and
Guanajuato, east by Mexico, south by Guerrero and the
Pacifit, west by Jaliseo and Colima. It is one of the
richest, most beautiful, and important States in the Mex-
ican Republic. ' Formerly the State of "Guerreroywhich
lies on the Pacific, was included within the limits of
Michoaean, the signification of which svord, according
to some Interpretations, is” “country of fishermen.”
The physical configuration of Micheacan is much diver-
sified by mountains and plains. ~The main chain of the
Cordilleras | passes through the centre of the State. and

d\'("? there are oentle sl pes, and beantiful. fertile l;]:t]'N
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(e

so numerous and exfensive as to give the State oreat

u:‘l‘“"!‘;l“‘,l}‘.’:] resources. i fact, the }'\;l"iills_f

branch/ of ' industry among' the \inhabitants. = The
temperatare is varied, but the climate is quite healthy.

The agricultural productions are very numerous. In
the district of Ario, the annual production of corn is

estimated at 188,000 fapegas § frijoles, 1,420 do. :'wheat.

270,300 1bs. ; rice; 1,740,000 Ibs. ; Chili, 3,000 arrchas

besides a large quantity of sugar and panocha. The

11t

indigo plant is extensively cultivated in this district. and

the annual product is estimated at 1,200 arrobas. In the
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distriet of Pafzenaro the annual production of corn is
estimated at 139,260 fanegas ; frijoles, 728 do.; wheatf,
4,087,500 Ibs. ; rice, 336,000 Ibs.; chile, 730 arrobas;
sugar, 23,000 do.; p:mcw'h:n, 9,600 cargas.

In the State of Michoacan are several sections noted
for their fruitfulness. Among these is the wvalley of
“Los Reyes,” which is devoted exclusively to the culti-
vation of sugar-cane and the Chinese mulberry-tree.

The raising of horses, mules and horned cattle is a
great source of wealth in the districts of Ario, Patzcuaro
and Jiquilpan. '

In Morelia and Cuitzeo, coarse cotton and woolen
fabries are manufactured, but not in large quantities. In
Zamora silk rebgses.are made. '

There are four flouring mills in the puebla of Jacana,

et ~
L

and large quantitiesofaguadiente of maguey are distilled
at Cotija and Sahuayo.

‘There are numerous and rieh mining districts, but the
inhabitants being mostly deveted to agriealture, the min-
ing interest has, atthe present time,-but httle'attention.
The principal metals are silver mixed with oold, silver
mixed with copper, cinnabar, iron, lead, antimoeny,
sulphury &ee.

Morelia is the'capital of the State. It was founded in
1541, under the name Valladolid, in honor of its
founder, the Viceroy D. Antonio de Mendoza, who was
born, m Valladolid; Spain;;—In 1828, hya decree of the
State, the mame was changed to/Morelia, in honor of
the patriot chief Morelos. 'This city contains 25,000
inhabitants.




MEXICO.
The State of Mexico. considered, from its industry,
£ SN S o T RIS £ G S
population and ~wealth, the first in the Republic, is

1 7 ot - > Yy ¥ 2 "y QS
bounded north by Vera Cruz.and San Luis Potosi, east

by Puebla, south by Guerrero, west by Queretaro and

Michoaean © It is divided into. nine districts as follows :
Huehulta, Tula, | Tulancingo, ) Texeoco, Tlalnepantla,
Toluca. Cuermnevaca, Cuautla and S

This State; ineluding the district of Me: ico, which
will 'have separate /‘mention, In its peculiar topography
and physical features aenerally ; -its mountains and
volcanos, its lakes, plains and valleys; its charming views,
varied and healthful climate, withrits fertile soil, and
abounding productions of every clime, presents,
the.most interesting region of country in the world.
Cuernevaca, where a”tropical sun brings forth tropical
fruits, we seethe peaks of “Popocatepetl, and Ixtac-
cecuatl. not more than 60 miles distant, covered svith
snow as efernal as the heavens above them. Theres

every. variety of I(mpu.mn. m_tois State the year

1

round, from frigid cold to torrid heat, and the productions

{

of the earth eorre ~puur1 with thiswariety of temperature,
In the hich mountains we have the forest trees of Canada,
while at the base, the banana, the broad-leaf palm, the
orance, fiz, lemon, cocoa-nut and pine apple abound.

A

Corn and wheat ‘ocrow on thn hills and elevate 11“(11Al\

“-h.’ll" sugar-cane, cotion, i]-“-l:lf_'.' )y C:L'-, L&\.’. are l)lu(tl’kt"l n
the lower valleys
In this inviting region the conquering Spaniards first

located in great numbers, and here commenced that

system of plunder wh 5.-}1 has nev

toil of millions of the .‘a'.;=>z'i:'i:;-:-.\ (

er ceased for more than
ee ((“I”ll 'S, .xllnl ’\‘ 'h I[IL\ f\‘:kt,‘i'i!i«," (1 11 {)i‘

lood and
\I\ .\IEL‘('. :_':H‘f' crushed

out of their souls the last lingerino spark of independ-

ence and hope of freedom.

I'he mines in this state are numerous and rich. Che

pri

rinal N 5 e et | i
Ineipal metals I»l‘,w..lu,‘«-xl are o ld, silver

iver, lead, iron, and

opper ; also alum, magistral, cinnabar, &ec. The most

i:nlm‘::ml minine localities are
tricts of Tula, Zimapan, Mo

is follows : in the dis-

, .
donal, San

Nicolds and Jacal. In the LQ\:L:"- ts l ul ‘.‘.'fn oo,

Pachuea, Real del Monte. Santa

tonileo. In the districts of Sultej

I

e,

Zru‘u:ﬂ.‘:mn. Of all the plases 1

most famous for its miiie:
name of la Rosario,

18

)

L0034, ‘::'.w Ato-
! lte; .':m\_l

amed, Pachuea is the

_ EIEE
W1y that known by the

Fhe industry of the inhabitants

mines, agriculture, cutfing wood,

same, weaving blankets, rebosas,

|

and woolen cloths ;: manufaeturi

panoeha, lime;saltyhats, &e., &e.

Tolueca is the capital of the state.

immhabifants.

OAJACA.

i3 ot .
T'he state of Oajaca is bounde

and workino

handkerchiefs, cotton

ng aguadiente, sugar,

d

It contains 12.000

north by Puebla and

Vera Cruz, east by Vera Cruz and Chiapas, south by the

Pacific Oecean, west by Prebla

coast on fthe Pacific of over three

throughout this entire extent

IS N0 port open to foreien commere

Lt

roctar Ay - . ved > 4] 2 A0 ‘
western terminus of the Tehuantene
' 8

13

This'state has a sea-
hundred miles, but

boundary, there
except Ventosa, the

C route.
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In its geological features, Qajaca is one uf the m(')st
beautiful _\IL‘\lLdIl states, while the s:dufzwn‘y nf ;15
climate ang the fertility of its soil render it oue of t lﬁf

o T orld. The oreat valley
most-mviting purtmn\ of the worl great| o
of Oajaca lies between the arms of the great Cordilleras,
and here Cortez located his'vast estate, conferred upon
him. with the title of marquis, by his royal master 1.11
Spain. A portion of the Isthmus of '1'«;’1111(\.111231@.'15
within the limits of “this state. “There are ('.‘-_"»f‘ﬂ-\l‘@
recions which appear to have been p;‘»},nl:n‘eﬁd 1D 2gES
p;ﬂ by a numerous people considerably ;ul‘;anc%—-d m
uinlix:x.tiem. But these regions are now deserted _'dlld
desolate/ Such‘of the aborigines as remain at various
poiits are well disposed, and under jumli::ijgu; n’:n}lﬂg@
ment they could be made very serviceable in reciauning
the country. b/ ey _

Some of the most interesting.antiquities o1 L1e western
continent are to be found at Oajaca.

The paldce;or ancient tombs, at Mitla, are the most
Hotable. | These ‘ancient-ruins are situated near the vil-
lage of Micuitla, and their sad and sombre surroundings
'dl"(l of the most in‘l})l'v.\.\‘i\':* order. ‘

Like other favored portions of f Mexico, the yield of
agricuitural, productions of Oajaca, such as wheat “and
corn, with ‘coffee, sugar-cane, cctton, indigo, tropical
fruits, cocoa, vanilla, tobacco, cochineal, wax, honey,
&e.. is most abundant. The forests of rare and valuable
woods are also extensive.

a9

S/Ll*‘ ment \/uul‘//u} //, «/!/f7"f/' ie f/'/'fllfl’l/ g f (vu /n/nvl] ¢ Ij"ll/ od
/tl)/( // X ,fl & r:/" ”r’(}"(v( ‘7/”?// f/l I/LI// 1:-}\ to ,l.\‘-h). t!/t'/ /]u
La/w thereof ; also, for the years 1856, 1857, and 1858.

YEARS LBS; VALUE.
1753 to 1855 58,519,145 S117,028,623
1856 395,200 418,205
1857 569,072 427,019

1858 514,537 258,338

$118,162,185

This table has been prepared from statistics existing
in the office of the secretary of the State of Oajaca, and
may be relied upon as authentie.

The 1 ]1___1 ) erop of the de partment of lelmamep(‘ 1S
estimated at 500 ceraons of 175 lbs. each. and that in
the valley of Topala at 600 eeroons of 175 lbs. each.
m ]\Hlff the whole ]h(]’"n Crop equs: il to 192, 800 Ibs. The
price paid to planters is 62%e. to $1.00 per 1b.

The State of Qajaca is said to possess rich mines of
gold and_silver, but at present they form no source of
wealth to the state.

The city of Oajaca, capital of the state, contains
25,000 inhabitants.

PUEBLA.

The State of Puebla formerly extended entirely across
the continent, the eastern boundary being the Gulf of
Mexico, and the western the Pacific Ocean. But recently
the limits of the state have been reduced, and its present
outlines are extremely irregular. Itis bounded on the
north by Mexico, Tlaxcala, and Vera Cruz. east by Vera
Cruz, south by Oajaca, Tlaxecala and Mexico.
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This state is thoroughly diversified by mountains and
table-lands. The form‘«;—-r are the most grand and impos-
ing in the republic. Near the eastern borderare the Pico
de_Orizaba.and the Coflre de Perote. On the west are
Popocatapetl and Iztaceicuatl. The Sierra de Malinche,
near the city of Puebla; s\ also magnificent. The
climate is for the most part temperate and very healthy.
In the higher districts the weather is wintry.

The table-lands and valleys are remarkably fertile.

They yield corn-and wheat in great abundance. The

™ o 1 . . o .“‘ A “-‘ . . . .
State of Puebla is famous for the fine quality ol 1ifs

3 1 y 4 1 A S PG B N st rint
wheat. and such is the feracity of the soil in the district

of 'Atlixco, that-one bushel of wheat yields twenty-

five bushels. Barley and frijoles are also extensively
cultivated. 'Sugar-cane is produced to a moderate ex-
tents. No finer apples/pears, peaches, oranges, and many
Sther varieties of Mexi¢an fruits, can be found in the
republic than those which fill the market of the eity of
Puebla.

There are several riech mining districts in this state
which produce a mixture of silver, gold, and copper, but
at the present time they are not extensively worked.
Five haciendas, with arastras, ovens, and mortars are now
in operation.

The laboring classes of the states of Puebla (aborl-
oines), are very industrious, and their productions are
numerous and varied. The soap made in this state is
the best in_the country. /There is also much earthen
and crockery ware fabricated. \ At the time “of the con-

quest by the Sp:miunls, these people were skilled 1n the

sk
fabrication of a species of earthenware, which, m its

beauty of desion, variety of colors, and quality of mate
rial, was considered equal to that of Florence.
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The flour manufactured in this state is superior, and
bears a high reputation throughout the neighboring
states : ]

The city of Puebla is the capital of the state, and con-
tains 70,000 inhabitants. It is delightfully located on a
plain, beautifully laid out, and altogether -p;'rs(-ms a pe-
culiarly [llf.*usiiu__r and Inviting appe nz':m.'-(f,‘ The climate
15 salubrious aund healthy, the temperature being about
the same as that of the city of Mexico. There are sev-
eral cotton-factories in this vicinity, which turn out con-
siderable quantities of brown cotton cloth.

The Indian town of Cholulu, with its ancient mound,
or pyratid, is six miles west of the city of Puebla.

2TARO.

This state 18 bounded north by Guanajuato and San
Luis Petosi, south and east by Mexico, west hy Micho-
acan_and Guanajuato. It is a small state, and lies en
tire 1.\' i the central Nﬂ.?r au of the Cordillera, and 1s
consequently nterseeted by numerous mountain” spurs
and elevated hills. The plains are frequently cut up
byt deep-barrancas, rivers and (streamlets. The soil is
very productive in the agriculturz] districts of San Juan
del Rio, Queretaro, Cadereyta, Amealco, Toliman and
.]:1]]»:11].

Queretaro is remarkable for its. picturesque scenery,
and the beautiful sites of its ‘cities,
ranches,

hari s
flaclenuas, and

The I';rr'i(lll(‘TS of the soil are similar to those of the

other states on the central plateau. In the valleys some
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of the tropical productions are found, but grain and
cattle are the chief resources of the landowners. In the
whole state there are 124 haciendas, or plantations, and
392 ranches; or farms. Very thick forests are seldom
found, and many sections of the state are entirely bare
of vegetation. '

The only mining district of any note in this state is
that of El Doctor, in the district of Cadereyta. These
mines were once famous, but now they are considered
of little consequence. ~

The mdustry of the inhabitants, after agriculture, con-
sists principally in tanning leather, manufacturing cloths,
cassimeres, carpets, serepes, blankets, &e., &ec. The
goods turned out by the looms in this state are considered
the best in the republic, and the articles above enumer-
ated form the principal commerce of the place.

The capital of the state’is Queretaro, a well-built city
of 50,000 inhabitants. picturesquely located on the sun;.x-
mits and sides of converging hills 7,000 feet above the
level of the sea. A magnificent and enduring evidence
of the muuificence of the Viceroy, the ‘\l:m,l\_zis—{le Vaulero
del Aguila, is found in the noble aqueduct, two miles
long, with arches ninety feet high, spanning a plain of
meadow land, and joining a tunnel from.the opposite
hills, thus supplying the city of Queretaro with excel-
lent water from a distance of six miles.

The treaty of peace between the United States and
Mexico was ratified by the Mexican Congress in the city
of Queretaro, in 1848,

SONORA.

Sonora is bounded on the north by. Arizona, east by
Chihuahua, south by Sinaloa and the Gulf of California,
west by the Gulf of California.

The physical configuration of all this region of country
is peculiar. Lofty, rugged, barren mountaius, coursing
m every direcfion across this state, rise abruptly out of
barren plains. In proportion to its great area, the state
of Sonora furnishes but little land fit for cultivation.
The :1‘_"&‘51.1111\1!‘2(] districts are confined to the \"AHL".\'S of
the Yaqui, Mayo, Sonora, San Miguel and San Ignacio
rivers. The valley of the Yaqui 1s the most extensive
and fertile. All the others are r‘:‘.‘.itt‘ limited 1n extent,
but they all produce abundantly of the cereals and fruats,
and, in the ageregate, Sonora would support a larger
population than the casual observer might be melined to
believe.

The sfaple productions: are wheat, eorn, barley and

frijoles. The principal fruifs are oranges, lemous, fios,
i

orapes and peaches. Sonora will eventually be a wine-

I
producing country.
There is a great scarcity of timber in this stafe, and
in some districts it is difficult even to obtain sufficient
fuel‘for household purposes.

The raisine of horses, mules, horned cattle and sheep,
has always been one of the principal occupations of the
inhabitants, The breed,of mules is very superior, but
the horses and cattle are of an inferior order.

The mines of Sonora have a peculiar reputation—
somethine bordering on the mysterious. The aeological

evidences of mines, as manifested on the surface, are
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abundant, more so perhaps, than those of any other
tate in the republic. Practical experience has also
demonstrated the existence of silver mines of extraor-
dinary richness. .How enduring or extensive these veins
may-be hay mot been theroughly proved. The silver
mines at Alamos; in the-southern part of the state, have
been the most extensively warked, and they continue to
yieldjabundantly. | "hére are other \mines of note, such

as San Juande Sonora Bacuachi, Antunes, Babicanora,
Batueo, sSanta (Theresa, | Sahuaripa; la Trinadad, &e.
There is but little attention paid to mining, however, in
Sonora at-the present time, Mining in this region
always was conducted in the most primitive style ; gen-

cerally speaking, it has been but little-more than.surface

scratehing. When water is reached, jor a depth that

renders the labor more than ordinarily difficult and la-

borious,+the mine is-abandoned. ~For this and ether
reasons, a great-many-mines have been abandomed in

L3 - L8 AN N Il = - PE S b d :
Sonora. | |Fhey aretto be found.all over the state. Ril-

ver/1s the ‘principal | metal \ sotght after, though gold is
found in considerable-quantities i placers and quartz
veins. Copper, lead and iron ean be produced in ereat
abundance.
The pé*uplr; of the United States have ar

apinion of Sonora. The state has ifs

but it alsohas"its'drawbacks, whi¢h have not been duly
estimated. One of the most nece ssary articles of life,
waler, 1s exceedingly scarce. Not an ear of corn. a
spear of \grain, or a fruit, can he produced without irri-
gation.” “A'large - portion-of the best minino distriets”in
the state are totally unavailable for the want of water.
All branches of industry suffer from this want. The
rainy season prevails during July, August, and September,
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but even then the rains are liocht and precanious, the

clay strata are wantine, and the soil holds no water. The

streams are wulermitient, 1. e., they apy

ra 1

throughout their courses at intervals. Travelers throuch

the lonz and dreary wastes of this 1 aion, are
1

on the natural water-tanks m the

instances dependent

published
letters upon Sonora and Arizona, thus speaks of the

mountains, called tenajas. Mr. Dunbar, in his

country and its natural reservoirs:

“I cannot leave this portion of the country without
referring to the Zenajas, or tanks, which are found in the
mountains of the velcanic distriets of Sonora and Arizona,
and upon which those who traverse these dure ary wilds

are mainly dependent for .water.. ~In the- universal

upheaving and rending of rocks and mountains, natural

reseryoirs are formed, capable, in some instances, of

holding thousands of gallons. In the season of showers

they are filled, and when full, afford the w¢ ary and
1

thirsty traveler refreshment indescribably grateful. As

the hoft and dry season advanees, the water evaporates,

and deteriorates in quality unfil it becomes thiek ‘and

pulsive even
to a famishing stomach. The two principal rontes from

filthy, so much so as to be excessively re

Sonora to California are supplied with water from these
sources, and when they fail, the journey cannot be made
except at oreat hazard, there being one stretch of one
hundred and twenty miles without water:

“1It 1s the peculiar locality of these tanks that renders
themiinteresting.. (They are usunally found near the base
of ‘mountain gorges; where the rocks on every side are
piled one upon the other to the re gion of the clouds, in
the wildest confusion, giving the 1magination full scope
in discerning the outlines of domes, turrets,

14
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churches, colossal statuary, and all sorts of monsters.
When all nature is at rest, the power of silence in these
mountain recesses is awfully impressive, and at twilight
the earthly grandeur of the scene is such as to affect
the hardest natures. I never saw a me ITy eve 11 1o camp
at the tenajas.

‘ Desert country as it is, there 1s consi lerable interest
attached o it, but it TL'(]IIJI'(‘."\‘ the whipcord sinews and
power—of —endurance--of a Bedouin Arab to find and
enjoy i

“BSonora is the la ml of romance, the'land of tragedy, the
dream-land of the filibuster. It is overrated, and yet not
s0 much overrats ‘1 as misu yod:” The mines con-
stitute the prineipal resource ‘L'l:-:- state, and-they have
been lEz-\u'rlw"l un._\ to a veny limited /extent, and qllll(,
imperfectly. Its facilities for theraising of caftle and
horses may be considere '1 extensive, while its agrienltu-
ral reseurces,m proportion to the/great area of country,
are’ very Ii]'niu;t'i,"'
to the Mexican
estimate;-is.147,000:  This is -;}-.,::_15:‘.1-:.\.\_ above the truths

£ . : .
I'he ;»wi:n'i;;hu:l of the state, ¢

o

The inhabitants of Sonora, in honesty, industry and
Jered superior to those of any other
state of the republic.. As, laborers, the Opata, Yaqu

and’ Papage Indians, with ‘the mixed breeds, lare well

ENnergy, may be consi

adapted to the peculiar necessities of the country in de-
veloping its resources.

Blu Sonora is a land of mourning. Apaches, revolu-
tions and filibuster expeditions have scourged the people
until the moan of despair comes to our ears. Mines,
haciendas, and ranches in great numbers, are aban-
doned, and the industry of the state is completely para-
1}'7&&1.
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Hermosillo, a city of 10,000 inhabitants, beautifully
located in the interior, is the capital.

Guaymas, the only port, is located on the Gulf of
California, and contains about 5,000 inhabitants. The
harbor of Guaymas is very good, and before many years

it will be of great commercial importance.

SINALOA.

Sinaloa is bounded, north by Sonora, east by Chi-
huahua and Durango, south and west by the Pacific
Qcean. This state comprehends a strip of country lying
between the orand Ceordilleras of the Sierra M: ullu and
the Paeific Ocean. The eastern section 1s quite moun-
tainons, while that portion bordering on the Pacific 1s a
series of plains, watered by the rivers Fuerte, Sinaloa,
Culiacan, Piastla, &c. The elimate 18 generally hot.
The natural produetions of the soil are numerous and
abundant. They consist of corn, frijoles, coffee, rice,
sugar-cane, tobacco, plantains, oranges, and pine-apples;
Brazil_and. other fine woods, in cousiderable quantities,
are exported from the port’ of Mazatlan.  In 1854,
82,000 quintals were exported.

Sinaloa is likewise famous for its mines, especially of
silver. In the Mineral del Rosario, which pertains to the
district of Mazatlan, there exist mines of gold, silver,
platina, copper, lead, verdigris, &e. At the present time
the mines of silver and guhl in this district are only
worked to a moderate extent. There are other sections
of the state noted for rich mines. In Culiacan, there is
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4 mint which from 1846 to 1833, coined in silver and

sold the sum of §9,252,736. Culiacan, the capital of

the state, contains 10,000 inhabitants.
Mazatlan is the only port. It has 1mproved consider-
ablv of late vears: which is'more than can be said of any

other town in the republic of ‘Mexico. The harbor is

not very wood, but the location commands the trade of
i

an extensive back country.

This state is bounded north by Zacatecas, Coajmla and
Tamaulipas ; east by Coajnila and) Tamaulipas; south
by Queretaro, Guanajuata‘and Zacatecas ; west by Zaca-
tecas, - The western-poriion of the state is quite moun-
tainous, but-the Cordillera is somewhat broken| toward
Tamatulipas; and a low, hilly country, which is net very

~~stretches out toward the south-east.
. forms one of the principal branches ¢f n-
an abundant .‘.'it Id 1s obtained of corn, wheat,
barley, frijoles, &e.  The raising of horses, mules“and

cattle, as i Durango and ‘Chihuahua, is followed ‘exten-
sively. Considerable attention 1s given to the manufac-
ture of woolen and cotton fabrics. Glass, leather, pottery
and metallic wares are also made in large guantities, and
a valuable traffi¢c is carried on in foreign goods with the
port of Tampico and the neighboring states, as San Luis
Potosi, the capital and chief town of the state, 1s favor-
;Ll;l_\' located for this kind of business.

This state has its full share of the various kinds of
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mines that abound in other states of the republic. The
mineral of Catorce is one of the most famous in the
whole country. The town of Catorce is situated upon
the top of a bleak and rugeed mountain 8,783 feet above
the level of the sea. The mines are of silver. The
mine of San .\H:Il.\"iil oave metals that vielded €1.000
to the carga (300 lbs.). The mine of Sefior Zavala pro-
duced a species of earth worth $1.00 per pound, and
$7,000,000 were obtained from it. The mines of San
Geronimo and Santa Anna have J»‘:"u}:_xw:_l $6.000.000 ;
La Luz, during the last year it was worked, $2,000,000;
Medellin, more than $4,000,000. Accordine to Hum-
boldt, the Mineral del Catorce has produced, one year
with another; three to four millions of dollars. '

San Luis, the capital of the state, eontains 35,000
mhabitants. The mint located here eoined, in 1855,
$1.849,794.
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TLASCALA.

The small State of Tlascala forms a notch in the State
of Puebla. which surrounds it on every side except the
west, where the State of Mexico forms the boundary.

No portion of the Mexican. confederacy has a more
interesting history than that of Tlascala. The Spaniards,
on their arrival, found it an independent republic, and
bidding defiance to the power of Montezuma. In obedi-
ence to their instinctive hatred of that monarch and his
people, the Tlascalans joined Cortes, and took an jmpor-
tant part in the conquest of Mexico. ' Indeed, without
their powerful aid, Cortes would not have been success-
ful.

In remembrance of the assistance.thus furnished by
the Tlascalans, the Spaniards erected their country into
a distiriet._province, with certain privileges, and it thus
remained until 1824, since which period it has been dis-
trict, territory and: state, the latter degree having been
conferred by the constitution under Comonfort.

Tlasecala comprehends a superficial extent of 400 square
leagues. It contaius 1 city, 109 villages, 18 settlements,
168 haciendas, 94 ranchos or small farms, 8 grist-mills,
2 wron-works and 1 woolen factory. The climate is
salubrious and healthy. = The countryis diversified with
mountains, table-lands and valleys. ~ The Sierra de la
Malintzin, which is very lljf_fh. has a particularly sacred
place in Tlascalteca mythology, and there is upon its
crest, when viewed from a certain position, that which
resembles a human body lying in sepulture and par-
tially covered with .a shroud. At times, the clouds,
illuminated with electricity, hang over this mountain,
adding much to the impressive grandeur of the scene.
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The numerous relics of antiquity found in this State
are very interesting.

The cereals are principally cultivated, though in the
valleys the products of hot countries are found. Mines
of silver, copper and lead are moderately worked.

The ancient town of Tlascala is the capital. There
are but 4,000 or 5,000 inhabitants remaining within its
ancient limits.

TAMAULIPAS,

The State of Tamaulipas, called in the time of the
Spaniards, the Province of New Santander, extends from
22° 14" 4” N, lat,, to 27° 30__N. lat., and from long. 1°
397 3”, to long. 2° east of Mexico.

Its limits are, on the north,the United States (the Rio
Bravo forming the boundary line), on the northwest, the
Departments of Coahuila and Neuvo Leon, on the west
and southwest, San Luis Potosi; on the south, Vera
Cruz, and on the east, the Gulf of Mexico.

Productions
TOUCLLOTLS .

Tamaulipas produces cotton, rice, sugar-cane, corn,
frijoles, barley, sweet potatoes, &e., &ec., also trepical

y &

fruits in abundance. - Vauilla 1s very extensively culti-
vated by the French colony abouf half way between
Tampico and Vera Cruz.

Horses; mules and eattle are raised in great numbers,
and driven to different parts of the republic for sale.
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Mines.

Of late years the mining interest has been almost en-
tirely-abandoned,-and few mines are at present being
worked, ! In ‘San | Nicolds there are twenty-five aban-
doned mines, and four' in’operation. The product of
these, one year with another, is two hundred marks of
silver aud twenty thousand pounds of lead. The average
value-of ‘a mark of silver 15 $8 60

In Mizachuana are four abandoned mines, in one of
which\is found alabaster.

In Bustamante are twelve abandened mines—eight of
silver; ene of copper, and three of lead.

It is supposed that the silyer mines weresyery rich,
from the amount of the tithes or dnties paid to the Span-
ish.crown.

In Villagrau are abandoned mines of gold and silver.
Not far from this place are found seams of coal, which
have never been worked.

Near Tampico \is found very transparent alabaster,
also jasper,-and;-at a short distance, slate in great abun-
dance.

Extensive salt-works are found ncar Soto La Marina,
both natural and artificial, from which there are genérally
taken out aboutten thousand ¥ cargas” yearly—3,000,000
1bs.

The value of cattle and agricultural products of the

soil of Tamaulipas, for the consumption of its inhabitants,

{
and that remitted to other parts of the republic, in the

purchase of articles of importation, may be calculated as

follows :

]“u'/‘f /‘:/v‘z ("1,/)'// WLerce /‘17‘ ]‘,I/v ///‘,A,/;_
J 7 4

The foreign trade of Tampico during the year 1856

was as follows ;

Total number of ‘American vessels ineluded in the
above, 34, with an aggregate of 4,115 tons.

Total number of British vessels 20, aggregate fonnage
not -ascertained; of these, 12 belonged to the British
17
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Royal Mail Steam-ship Company, and § were sailing
vessels.

e a:f‘ i:.‘-\':'.’i Cargoe;

il value ol oubward

Total trade i

Total number of French vessels 14 agoregate tonnage
2,234 tons.

Total valus of inward
Potal trade in French 18 o Rlelo{sol ool otol b Winanp B ¢ =5 v siaiavrere vy PO S DO 0

Total numberof Spanish vessels 7, ag
1,112 tons.

:oate fonnage

oTe

Total value of i

Total value of ‘outwar

Total'yalue of trads

y = : Y ; e Tl 2
Prices at lllil?j'm_'r_i. Consular Returns, Sept. 30¢4, 1857.

Fustic, per ton 12 50
Hides, 3 50 each.
qu\'ﬁpf-xrilla - - ) 6 per1b
Wool, inferior quality 19 &
Jalap, - - - - D 4184
Ystle, or Mexican hemp, similar

to Manilla, - - 0 5
Goat-skins, per doz., 00
Horns, - - - L .50 per 100.
Vanilla, per 1000 pods,”  $10 to $50 00

Shipments of specie from Tampico, per British steam-
, for the year ending September 30, 1857. $3.402,411.
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The residue of the trade at the port of Tampico during
1856 was distributed between Sardinia, Hamburg, Hol-
land, and the city of Mexico.

\\ ith the certainty of a weekly steamer from an Amer-
ican port, instead of the casual communication which
now exists, the principal amount of trade represented by
the above figures will be diverted in that direction, and
Tampico will soon be able to export, in exchange, the
numerous productions and wealth of that vast iterior,
and supply the wants of her inhabitants with importa-
tions from the United States. Its increased activity,
therefore, only depends upon the additional facilities
that will be afforded by regular and frequent steam com-
munication.

Tampico is the seecond port 1n p-’»int of eommercial im-
portance on the Gulf of Mexico, not only from the great

h

natural resources of the State ni Tamaulipas, to whic
it belongs, but from the faet thaf it is the principal port
of ecress and inoress for the trade of several of the rich-
est States of the republic in the mineral and agricultural
productions. ~It'is -supported by the trade of San Luis
Potosi, Zacatecas, Nuevo Leon, Jalisco, &ec., formine an
immense back counfry, sufficient to build up and make
Tampico eventually a great commercial city, From that
section of the country are dispatched the large conductas
of specie to Tampico for shipment to Europe by the
English steam-packet.

Matamoras.

The port and city of Matamoras, comprehended within
the jurisdiction of the State of Tamaulipas, are situated
on the nnH bank of the Rio Bravo del Norte, in latitude
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25° 53’ 2 N., and longitude 1° 32’ 28" east of the meri-
dian of Mexico, and eontain 11,233 mhabitants.

Imports into the port of Matamoras consist chiefly of
breadstuffs, spices; provisions, and cloths from New Or-
leans ; exports of specie, hides, and wool. In 1844 there
entered 33 vessels with an jaggregate of 2,054 tons,
floating inward, cargoes of the value of $326,600, and
outward about an equal amount. Two-thirds of all com-
mercial operations at this port are under the American
flac. In 1841, commercial movements with the United
St:[los reached the sum of 84.600,000—$2,400,000 for
inward, and.$2,200,000 for outward cargoes. Of the
imports, British merchandise imported in American bot-
toms reached $1,000,000, while American produce and
nanufactures amounted to only $500,000. French mer-
chandise in American bottoms figured as high as $260,000,
and. Germian $216,000, - Cottoncloths (mostly British)
reachedyin this trade $1,027,200,

The export trade to the United States, during this
vear, covered $1,800,000 in specie, and over £400,000 in
hides.

Matamoras is_situated on the Rio Grande, opposite
Brownsville in Texas, and a few miles above Brazos de
Qantiaoo, at which place the United States and Mexican
mail steamers will touch, The ‘commeree of the place
is Inereasing rapidly, especially that which relates to the
snterchange of commodities with the United States. It
only needs postal facilities”and facilities for transporta-
‘Lim; to swell this commerce toan immense amount.

The best feeling exists between the Americans and
the Mexicans. When the bandit Cortinas attacked the
citv of Brownsville, the military commandante of Mata-
n'u‘;rus dispat\"hmi one hundred of his troops to the assist-
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ance of the Americans, and four of the Mexican soldiers
fell in battle, defending American citizens. Such an ex-
ample of magnanimity and good feeling should not be

passed over in silence, but ought, in fact, to be appropri-
ately noticed by our government.

TABASCO,

The State of Tabasco is situated between 16° 50" N.
latitude, and 18° 39" N, and 5° 11" and 7" 10 longitude E.
from Mexico. ¢

Its limits are, on the north the Gulf of Mexico, which
vashes the coast a distance of uinety-six miles ; on the
east Yucatan ; on the south Chiapas, and on the west
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec.

The State at present (besides rice, maize, and frijoles,

which are extensively cultivated), furnishes nearly the
whole of the republic with eocoa, out of which the uni-
versal ehocolate is made. From the latest dates relative
to the cocoa trade in this state, the amnual produection
amounts to 8000 bales, which, at 200 pounds to the bale,
gives a total of 1,600,000. At the average price of 30
cents per pound, this yields an income of $450,000 per
annum. Judging from the progressive increase wof  de-
mand and production, the amount will,in a few years,
reach 30,000 or 40,000 bales.

Tabasco yields tropical productions n abundance.
Coffee, sugar-came, pepper, tamarinds, arrow-root, pal-
metto. cotton; tobacco, &ec., are cultivated. Indigo and
vanilla grow wild in the forests, which abound in ma-
hogany, iron-wood, cedar, and caoutchouc.

The tobacco grown here is celebrated for its fine fla-
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vor, and with a little more skill in cultivation and drying
might compete with that of Havana. =i
Dye-woods of various descriptions are also produced
and shipped-an-large quantities from this state, particu-
larly the logwood—palo e tinte. .
The soil and climate of T'abasco are peculiarly adapted

to'the sn;_r:zr-?zmv and although'1t has not been very ex-

tensively eultivated until within the\ last four or five
years, the inhabitants are beoinning 4o ‘exhibit such zeal
and activity in-ifs production, that a most rapid annual
augmentation must take place in the manufacture of
snear .

In addition to the articles enumerated are many others,
of mo less/importance, produced in this state, thatamight
be mentioned. {

I'abasco 1s particularly favored by nature, as well for
;1 = N TS L e N /] 5 ~ )
the naturalfacilities of internal communication, as for her
oreat aovicultural resourees. In theformer, she is prob-
ably superior-to any section of ‘territory of the same
extent on the American contine e noiNes

] rican continént. She possesses many

fine navieable rmvers—in fact the whole territory is trav-

ersed by those great natural hichways—extending far
V
1

into the adjoining departments, which are only awaitino
the necessa oF e
3 sary spirit of enterprise on the part of the in-
1abitants to camplete the development of ‘her vast fields
of natural resources, commercial wealth, and national
l)]'(!.\‘j’l-‘]']“,',

S: 34y ¥ Icfa 1o = < A T T ¥

. i Juan Bautista is not mueh inferior to l'ampico in
yoint of situation and other cor 'cl ] ?
% 1‘ [1\1l.ln.llll111 and other commercial advantages ; for,
beside being ‘the commercial depot of the whole State
of Tabasco and (.1)“1"1.\‘ it enjoys a large trade with
()l s o ~ '.\\l’ . —l ¢ 2 -.
Jaxaca, Tehuantepee, Yucatan, &c., &c., which will be

rroatlys Ineroe
ereatlyv In 1'115!_‘(] 1f the 1 Illllt' can once

1
0 ; ] ne uqu( l[‘l to
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the importance of turning to account the great advan-
tages and facilities offered them by nature, for the
exchange of commerc ial intercourse with those places
and the United States. The prineipal foreign trade 1s at
present carried on between Tabasco and Havana. This
trade only gwaits the establishment of a more regular
and frequent communication with the United States, to
be diverted in that direction, when the people of Mexico
will naturally see the value of their productions in the
United States, the'readiness with which they can be dis-
posed of, an d the value and usefulness of the exchanges
they can comm: and. -Tabasco is now obliged to receive
her foreion supplies from Havana, at much higher prices
than would buy them at first hand. She likewise has
to pay hard dol llars in exchange, as Cuba affords a mar-

o

ket only for a limited mumber of articles, her productions
being more or less of a similar kind to those peculiar to

Mexico.

]’/ i/,..;»ij,ul TUZL‘)‘:»‘.

1. San Juan Bautista, capital of the atatc is situated

on the left bank of the river Grijalva, in 17 40 N. lati-
tude. and 1° 4 46” longitude E. of the <‘1t)' of Mexico ;
62 1rmiles from Mexico ;-population 5,500
Conduacay on the river of ‘the same name; popw-
lation 3,220.
3. Santiago de Teapa, population 1,346.
Macuspana, population 700.

B(I."S.

The bar of Tabasco consists of two channels or en-
irances. The north-east channel is situated between the




120

Point of Barlovento and the island of Buey Chico. It is
1500 yards wide, with about nine feet water on the
bar.

In the other channel, between the Buey Chico and a:
1sland-(name unknown); there is about eight feet water.
Both channels have a sandy bottom.

Ata distance of 42 miles.along the coast 15 the bar of
Chiltepee ; the channel 1s 600 yards wide, and eight
feet deep. Four and a half miles from the bar of Chilte-
pec is that of Dos Bocas, with a depth of eleven feet.
Following the coast from Dos Bocas, we come, at a dis-
tance of twenty-one miles, to the bar of Cupiles, the
width of which is 600 yards, and haying a depth of four
feer water. Large canoes can ascend as far as San An-
tonlo, a/distance of ninety miles. At adistance of fifty-
one miles we come to La Barra de’ Santa Anna, which
has a‘channel 600 yards wide, with /ten feet of water.

[nside 1s a lagoon-or lake; eighteen miles long.

Prices ai\ Tabaseo, Qepie mber, 1858.

Logwood, . : : 62 cts. per quintal, 100 1bs.
l"li:[ic, .44 1o 50,

Hides . . . \_’ 00 each.

Deer-skins, . ; « 18-to 30 per 1b,

Tobaceo, - . . /800 to 12 00'per cwt.
Pepper, . . : . 4fto5perlh.

[ndigo, - - . 87% per 1b.

Sarsaparilla, . : . 800
Cocoa, .1 1000 to 20 per-60 Ibs:
Coffee, - ~ . 10 to 12 per Ib.

I' cwi.

pe
L
10

Bmms, - - i 624 to 1 00 per 25 Ibs.
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Statemnent (;/' j;:/zzo/ﬁ ‘f",',_,;_,( the j”-”'fl ,l,r‘ PLabazeo 4/,;,’_ 1857.
QUANTITY. TALUE
1,400 Ibs. . . $1.008
820 arrobas, . , 890
12 eargas, : . 944
9.600 Ibs, . : ., 184
2 53,083
58 Ihs. . ' . 3.969
) arrobas, . . 100
Gold and silver coin - . . . . 12612
Brown suear, - . 3.600 arrobas, X . 2.000
10 © . . To4
B lu:_f*.\'n(rll. . 49 500 ‘i“i“[;!:'\' ) 33419
f tobacco, . 140,966
59.000
Logs of mahogany, . 330
Slﬂ-i!}'ixl'zi:ﬂ. g o 21 <illilxt:xi>‘.
9 11)5. . .

il\\—i\l
STATE OF VERA CRUZ,

This large and important state, second only to the
State of Mexico, lies on the Gulf of Mexico, by which
it is bounded on the north, east by the Gulf, Tabasco,
and Chiapas, south and west by Oajaca, Puebla, Mexico,
and Queretaro.

The state extends along the Gulf one hundred and
sixtv-six leacues, and its breadth is from twenty-five to
t\w;’;t\'-r.-i:‘ht_lcngl,u’s The section of country embraced
within ‘the limitsvof the State of Vera Cruz may be con-
sidered the most remarkable in the 'entire republic—
remarkable for its extremes of temperature, its fertility
of soil, its variety of productions, its varied scenery and
undeveloped riches. On the coast the heat is intense.

16
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This is tempered, however, from November till April hy
the northers, and the climate is much more salubrious
than it is generally reported to be. In the interior the
temperature -is-hot _until you reach the range of high
mountains ) on. the - western borders of the state. The
change from tropical to temperate, and from temperate
to frigid, is sudden; all these changes occurring within a
distance of sixty to seventy miles.\ The districts com-
prehended by these different climates are inhabited by
people whose temperament, habits; labors, and produe-
tions of course eonform to the climatein which they live.

It is impossible to give, in our limited space, a full and
accurate gceount of this rich and varied state. It pro-
duces tobacco, collee, sugar, cotton, corn, barley, wheat,
jalap, sarsaparilla, vanilla, pine-apples, oranges, eifrons,
lemons, pomegranates, /zapotes, ‘bananas, chiremoyas,
aguacatis, tunas, pears, water-melons, peaches, apricots,

guyavas, grapes; mahogany, ebouny, cedar, oak, dragon-
b

t
lood, tamarinds, palms, dye-woods, ash, fir, besides rare

and beautiful woods, plants;shrubs, flowers, and cereals,
which spring almostspontaneously from the soil. Inthe
neighborhood of San Andres Tuxtla, and throughout
the southern portion of the state, there are vast 1'(,-;__{iunx
of unoceupied conntry where the climate_is salubrious,
and /the-virgin soil far excels that of | the Mississippi.
The Indian clears a small patch of land, makes holes in
the ground with a stick, drops in the kernels of eorn, and
when he plucks the ears, ninety days from the time of
planting, his labors are over. | In this process, no refer-
ence need be had to seasons. Every thing grows all the
year round.

Vera Cruz, capital of the state and distriet bearing the

same name, 1s situated in latitude 19° 11" N., and 20¢

l _, 5

50" E. of the city of Mexico, and is the most important
port in the country, both from its commerce, and from
the fact of its being the door of the republic to the whole
western world.

The city 1s lighted with gas, and will soon be provided
with excellent water brought from the river Jamapa,
about ten miles distant, for which the necessary works
are already in course of conbtruction, and, when com-
pleted, there are well-founded hopes of its becoming one
of the most healthy cities in the tropics.

Vera Cruz is, perhaps, after Mexico, one of the most
picturesque cities in the Spanish Americas, from the ele-
gant construction of its houses and the beauty of its

public buildings.dts population is-about 10,000 souls.

Opizava, capital of the district of the same name, is
situated in 18° 50° N. latitude, and 2° 1" 42" longitude E.
of Mexico, at 1,450 feet elevation above the level of the
sea. Its distance from Vera Cruz is eighty-two miles,
and from Mexico about one hundred and eighty miles.
From its elevation and the neighborhood of the extinet
voleano of Orizava or “ Sitlaltepet],” covered with eternal
snow, the climate is delightful and entirely free from the
scorchino heats of “Tierra Caliente” It is remarkable
for its forests of orance-trees and its excellent coffee, the
best of which, ealled “Caracolillo,” is fully equal ‘to
Mocha.

It contains many sugar and flour mills, and its popula-
tion 1s 37,695. .

Jalapa is at a distance of seyenty-two.miles from Vera
Cruz, to the mnhabitants of which it forms a summer re-
sort, particularly now that seven leagues of the railway
leading to it (and which is probably to be continued on
to Mexico) are finished. It is called by the inhabitants
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“apiece of heaven dropped on earth;”and well does it
merit the title, both on aceount of its lovely scenery and
its fraorant flowers

Medellin; about ten miles from Vera Cruz, is a large
villace where most of ‘the merehants of Vera Cruz have
country houses © and twice a year. gambling saturnalia
take [»1:1(::0 here. which continué about four weeks, afford-
ino remarkable glimpses® of national\ customs to the
stranger.

Lower down the coast we have Alvarado, at the en-
trance to two large rivers, the San Juan and the Rio
Blanco. which are navigable to between one hundred and
fifty and one hundred and eighty miles, and afford ma-
hu-;r:m‘.‘ in abundanee, and various other products which
will be treated of intheir proper places hereafter.

Minerals.

Up to the present time, two districts only of the State
of Vera Cruz have been explored by speculators in
mines : they are Jalapa and Ja acingo; and the ores
have heen found at abont twenty-one miles north of the
Cofre of Perote, at places called respectively Tatatila,
Zomelahuacan, and Senepanoya.

There are being worked, at present, mines containing

lead mixed with gold, lead and copper, copper and iron,
and copper alone—in all eleven. Twelve are at present
abandoned, from various causes, such as the want of
capital or their being flooded with water in the rainy
SEason.

Iron is also found, but being in general far from the
roads by which it must be taken to market, and by which
also ceal must be brought for smelting, it has been found
more profitable to import it. © The enormous profits made
in this branch of commerce with Mexico, should demand
the attention of the manufacturers of “the article m the
United States.

Commeree of Vera Cruz before the [m/f[, ndenee of Mexieo.

The imports through the port’ of Vera Cruz before the
War of Independence, averaging one year with another, ex-
ceeded S i ks e $19,000,000

And the exports, inclusive of silver, 21,000,000

Total of mercantile exchanges, £40,000,000
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. . e D% Ly
reation of ]'.v.-'j“r

Cochineal, - - - S1.715.000
Sugar, - 1.500.000
\’:tllil!:l. - 60,000
Indizo, = 9.700.000
Sarsaparillas - - 90.000
Pepper from Tabaseo, 40,000
Flour, . e - 500000
Tanmed leather; S0.000
Sundries, - - 215.000

§7,000,000

Sﬂ\'vr, 14,000,000

£21.000,000

Fl'mﬂ a statement pliMih}lw‘l ‘.')_\' the ('un.»?‘/(/zl(fn of Vera
Cruz, it appears that the IMPORTATION FROM SpaIN and
other European countriesin 1802 was as follows:

In national vesselss - . . O $11,539,219

In foreign vessels , . ! 8,060,781

n foreig ssels, .
—_——  §19.600.000

ol et 0 01
Exportation in tlie same ycar, - : : . 93,866,219

Total trade with Euvepe;-. . 5 : . 853,166,214
[mportation from Américan ports. $1.607,792
}’:\lrt'z'l:l:‘i‘)xl to a = . 4,581,148
— 6.158.940

Total commerce of Vera Cruz for 1802, . £59,655,159

Since the independence of Mexico in 1821, the trade
of the country has been mostly with Europe. Irom

1825 to 1835, the trade with the United States amounted

to considerable, but since the latter period it has been
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steadily diminishing, until at the present time, but a small
exhibit is made of commerce between the United States
and Vera Cruz.

The following is a report of articles exported from
Vera Cruz to the United States during the nine months
ending September 30, 1856 :

ARTICLES EXPORTED.
Vanilla beans,
Cochineal,
Jalap,
Goat-skins,
])L'<']‘->I~IEX1>‘,
Calt-skins,
Hides,
Mahogany,
Fustie,
Tohacco,
IU"“;{-]".I?:’!'»lf'!',
Shellac,
Barilla,
(."1'1“'1‘:
Cofiee, .

Cabalonga nuts,

$213,216 41

Of this amount"$9,765 was shipped to New Orleans,
and the balance exclusively to New York. The exports
of specie during the said nine months, to New Orleans,
amounted to $555,443 ; to New York unknown, certainly

less than half the amount shipped to New: Orleans.

As before stated, the United States Consul at Vera
Cruz writes, April 15, 1857 :

“'The duties received at this custom-house during
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the vear ending December 31, 1856, amount, according to
a statement just published, to $6,127,060.

“Of this sum I doubt if one-twenty-fourth accrued
from American. trade. : . : : There
were some-6,000 to 7,000 bales (175 to 200 lbs. each) of
cotton grown in this country during the year, and about
2,800 ceroons (200 lbs, net)-of cochineal.

“The amount ef cotton ilhiiiﬂ‘ﬂwi from the United
States " (New Orleanssolely), during the last three

months, was:

]

ohd, equal to
S
b - NEWESS
{190

7.° ARG (Y Sy v F ok Azt )
2. according to Lilest Lar PerurRg.

Hides, . . - 5 51 Hh2

Calf-skinss., . p i
Goat-skins,

Logwoad,

Fustic,

ner 25 1bs,
I

7 _{»{; N I”—,:- ewt.

i/ 2 2l
a 4 00 perlb.

beans.. . ; 20 00 a 60 00 per 1.000,

1"/', v.\j_:- /'f,y ('.f' (’/:/;‘( INETCE 2

It is now time to speak of the advantages offered in
Vera Cruz to a regular line of steamers, touching once a
week, and affording a sure means of correspondence

$

with the United States. at stated periods. In a compar-
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atively short time the railway will be opened as far as
Orizava, and will eventually he continued to the Pacific.

This railway, when completed, will inaugurate a new
era of prosperity for Vera Cruz—almost, if not quite as
rich, as when, a century ago, it formed the great com-
mercial emporium of “New Spain,” and when the mer-
chants of the mother country became rich with one single
venture. In effect it will* open up vast regions of the
coasts of Oajaca, Chiapas, &c., &ec., which are now
almost entirely cut off from every means of either im-
port or export, on account of the emormous price of
freights, and which teem with every production of a trop-
ical climate—minerals, dye-woods, mahogany, grain and
cochineal, beside affording an extensive market for

15

American productions in the large cities in the interior.

THE ISTHMUS OF TEHUANTEPEC,

The Isthmus of Tehuantepee deserves special notice
in this work.. The territory of the Isthmus proper lies be-
tween 165" and 18°21" N. latitude, and 3¢ 53" and 50°
30" longitude E. from the city of Mexico. It comprises a
part of the states of Vera Cruz, Oajaca, Tabasco, and
Chiapas. Its northern limitis the Gulf of Mexico,.and
1ts southern the Pacific Ocean. /All the agricultural pro-
ductions and fruits found in the states above named, ex-
cept a few that belong to the cold regions, are produced
in the gredtest abundance throuchout the Isthmus of
Tehuantepec. It is perhaps one of the richest agricul-
tural districts in the republic. The treaty contemplated
with Mexico secures to the United States the important
and invaluzble advantages that will accrue to our country

from the richt of way across the Isthmus in perpetuity.
§ (T :
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When the route is fully opened, and the transit becomes
recular and easy, the passage will be made from New
York to California in eighteen days. The opening of
this route-will at once develop the resources of the Isth-
mus, which are rich and vamed.  In addition to its agri-
cultural products there arve rareé and valuable woods of
{he oreatest. variety and abundance ; mahogany, Brazil-
wood, logwood, India-rubber, &c., now form the principal
exports.

The prineipal river-is the Coatzacoalcos, which is nav-
icable for ‘a distance of some seventy or eighty miles
above its mouth.

The port/of Coatzacoalcos is situated on the Galf of
Mexico, at the mouth of the river, and is easy of access
by vessels drawing eleven to twelve feet/ of water. This
is one of the ports at which the United States and Mexi-
can mail steamers will touch.

Minaftitlanis situated ot the Coatzacoalcos, twe nty miles
from’ its mouth:. Vessels crossing the bar at the mouth

of the/river, can reach this place without difficulty.

Statement of the PO 18 of Malo iy Jront the rwer Coatza-
(_".(u(/r'r/.'\‘_ .5‘/4:-?¢:“.'.,‘I// o \'.\-g.?’/ wNereqase.
VESSELS,

o)

1

«declining ace, instead of sinkin

131

Vessels of all nations entered at and cleared from the
port of Minatitlan, from September 30,1857, 10 September
30, 1858 :

American vessels, .

French :

English

Spanish

Sardinian . : > ;

Ttalian - - : . 1

German, Swedish and Belgian vessels, 4 . SR EHT

65 12,566
YUCATAN.

Columbus, in his first three voyages, did not reach the
continent of America, but on his fourth ill-fated and final
expedition, after sixty days’ tempestuous weather, he dis-
land, supposed to be that now called
in the charts Bongea. While on shore in this island, he

covered a small Is

saw coming from the west a eanoe of large size filled
witlr Indians, who appeared to be a more civilized people
than any he had yet encountered. In return to the in-
quiries of the Spaniards for gold, they pointed toward
the west, and endeavored to. persuade them to steer in
that direction. “'Well would 1t hayve been for Colum

bus,” says Mr. Irving, “had he followed their advice.

Within a day or two he would have arrived at Yucatan;

the discovery of Mexico apd the other opulent countries
of New Spain would have followed ; the Southern Ocean
would have been disclosed to him, and a succession of
splendid discoveries would have shed fresh glories on his
g 1t amidst gloom, neg-

o] >
lect and disappointment.”
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Four years afterward, Juan Diaz de Solis held the
same course to the island of Bonaca, and then steering
to the west, discovered the east coast of Yucatan.

From the time of the eanquest, Yucatan existed as
a distinet 4?‘:}];1;1in~;_"cllﬁ’l'111(,‘.)‘, not.connected with Guate-
mali-nor subject to the Viceroy of ‘Mexico. So 1t con-
tinued-down to the Mexican revolution.

The independence of Yucatan followed that of Mexico
without any-strugele, and--actually by default of the
mother countryin mot attempting to keep itin subjection.

Before the conquest, one language, called the Maya,

]
extended thronghout the whole peninsula;and the whole

land of Maya was united under one head or supreme
lord.

This great chief, had for the seat of his monarchy a
very populous ecity called” Mayapan, and had under
him a‘great ‘many other lords, or caciques, who were
bound to pay him tribute-and serve him in war.

These lords, too; had ‘under them cities and many
vassals/ / Becoming, proud ‘and ambitious, they rebelled
acainst the power-of the supreme lord, and besieged and
destroyed the city of Mayapan.

This took place about one hundred years before the
arrival of the Spaniards, and may perhaps account, more
or less: for the origin of the mysterious palaces buried
deep 1 the solitudes of Yn«_'ut:m.

To quote the eloquent words of Stephens: “The ex-
istence of most of these ruims was entirely unknown to
the residents of the capital, but few had ever been visited
by white inhabitants; they were desolate, and overgrown
with trees. For a brief space the stillness that reigned
around them was broken, and then they were again left

to solitude and silence. Time and the elements are has-

tening them to utter destruction. In a few generations
their fagades, covered with sculptured ornaments, already
cracked and yawning, must fall and become mere shape-
less mounds. It has been the forfune of the author to
step between them and the entire destruction to which
they are destined; and it is his hope to snatch from ob-

livion these perishing, but still

o
o} o

igantic memorials of a
mysterious people.”

_ The State of Yucatan is situated between latitude 17°
49" north, and 21° 37 north, and longitude 6° 33" and 12°
28’ east of the city of Mexico. Its shores are washed on
the west and north by the Gulf of Mexico, and on the
east by the sea of the Antilles; on the south it is bor-
dered by Central America, and by the English territory
of the Belize, of which the M)lm(l:'t!'y 1s the Rio Hondo,
or Deep River. On the south-west is the former terri-
tory of Carmen, which has been divided between Yucatan
and Tabasco.

Two depressed chains of mountains trayverse the state,
but in the main it is a level country, and generally
covered-with rank vegetation, either wild or cultivated
Yucatan offers a peculiarly fine field to the explorer,
and here are found some of the most curious and stu-
pendous relics of the ancientinhabitants.  Stephens and
Catherwood obtained the most interesting material for
their publications in this state. There are extensive re-
gions yet unexplored by white men.

The character and variety of the productions of the
State of Yucatan may be learned from the following
account of the several distriets :

District of Merida @ Capital, Merida.
Y 7

Horned cattle, horses, mules, tallow, jerked-beef,

b




leather, salt, gypsum, hemp raw and manufactured,

straw hats, guitars, cigars, and logwood.

j}(:‘{/ !."{-’- ’:,‘ ( I’!Illvj,“ L /(" _.‘ (_"/1”.(,'1(}. (,v'..ff’t'j'”_'/_'/l' .

Salt, logwood, rice, sugar and marble of good quality.

,D('-\'f."(-f‘[‘ «:7;’ Lc FHUL _.' ((’11 ’/. L-’./‘/.v'('.r.’.
Logwood, timber, rice, and fish-eil.
Districtof-Yalladolid.: (}.-'.w'h!’y. City “Tj Valladolid.
Cotton, sugar, gum-eopal, tobacco, cochineal, aﬂmn

vanilla, cotton fabrics, yarns, &c.; wax, honey, castor-oil,
horned cattle, hoos, and skins.

Coast /)/s,/p A (',,",,,‘,,’: : l_',.,"'/ ,r,"j;'j;” 1l.
II‘-H'II(‘(»l cattle, horses, mules, tallow, jerked-beef, cas-
11'.»1'-1)11j hides, wax, honey, timber, indigo, hemp raw and
manuafactured, straw, cicars, barilla, and salt.

]/,',f,’,’./;,,,’ Distpitt Cay wtal City of Tekaz
fle. ¢ & hoes sl
Horne (] cattle, horses, mules, hogs, sheep, skins, sugar,
molasses, fimber; rice, tobacco-m leaf and manufactured
< ey
spirits, arrow-roof, straw hats, cotton-lace, ochre, flints
) 4 S,
and grindstones.

]_fu,{“ r //,r:v'/,]. 4 Ur‘[’ /"/-_n', 4’:"’ ] | ;:’,w,‘_' “", [, 1.'7;//,
Horned cattle,) horses, miules; hogs; sheep, skins; tal-
= " S ol Ro ..} ; > R
iuu, dried beef, hemp raw and/manufactured; aud cotton-
ace,

T I S o iy My o Mg iy YR s
//71/ [,”.A, Road //;,\./'w'/'" (v.//'u‘.!,. .,/,./ww'./r-/,:/,:'r/,,‘

Cattle;, horses, mules, skiny; tallow, dried beef, loo-
i)

wood, tobaeco, suear, and rum.
" » “, ~ - « . .
Horned cattle, horses, oil of palma ecristi, tobacco
sti, tobacco,
hemp, and fine straw hats.

Upper Bengficios District ;. Caprtal, Lehenud.

Sugar, molasses, rum, tobaceo, rice, pepper, gum, §
saparilla, hats, hammocks, ebony, barilla, gypsum,
skins.

Lower Beneficios District; Capital, Sot ula.

Horned cattle, horses, mules, hogs, skins, tallow, and

dried beef.

District of Tizimin; Capital, Tizimin.

Tortoise-shell, skins, timber, logwood, India-rubber,

incense, tobacco, achiote (a rich yellow dye), starch from
the yuca, cotton, wax, honey, molasses, sugar, rum, cas-

tor-oil, salt, amber, vanilla, hogs, and c sochineal.

District of Setba-plays ; ( apital, Sedbaplayo.

Timber, rice, logwood and salt.

Bacalar District o "I"Z‘J"'//_. Baealar.

Logwood, valuable timber; inferior sugar, tobacco,
ram, fine he mp known under the name of })2/0 resin, In-
dia-rubber, gum-copal, pimento, sarsa parilla, van illa and
gypsum.

These. with all the tropical fruats, afford an astonish-
ing variety of nat tural productions.

Mining has never 1’(3)111:5'1 a branch of industry ameng
the present race of “inhabitants. - “There’ are’ traditions
pointing to the existence of gold and silver mines m the
state. but there is no disposit ion evinced to discover and
work them.

Salt is obtained on the island of the Mujeres. The island
of Cozumel on the east co: ast—which was the first land
discovered by the Spe miards on their voyage to Me XICO

—is now almost \nllllhu‘_'ltbl,
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The extension of its coast is as follows:

i‘rom Point Bacalar to Cape Catoche . ; . 276 miles,
From Cape Catoche to Punta Desconocic

peche Sound, ; ! : ; . 250

Anddrom thenee to the Bayrof San Pedro, . ) 981
b

Inall, ; . . 807 miles.

(,/(. S /'njm_/'.;f,',;]‘,. &e.

Yucatan has four larce cities in the mnterior. viz. :

L. Merida, capital of the state, is situdted in the centre

of ‘a spacious plain, at-an elevation of twentv-four feet
above the level of the sea, the breezes of which maintain
a cool and/ pleasant temperature.

Its population 1s-23,575, and its distanee from Mexico
,1.005 miles, and from Sisal twenty-eicht miles.

2 "Valladelid, at a_distance of nins ty-four miles from
Merida, and 135-from (,';ilxxllle,'\,'ilv’. with a l'lr‘ll”i‘l“_i()“ of
2 389 mhabitants.

3edzamal, thirty-nine miles from Merida, has a popu-
lation of 4,797 iahabitants.

4. Tekax, fifty-seven miles from Merida, with a popu-
lation of 4,348 inhabitants.

Ports.

The most im}wl'i:lm ports are SNisal and (‘.’n‘u])('t_‘h('.
Sisal 1s in 21° 10" N. latitude, and 9° 06’ longitude E. of
Mexico ;, population 942, ‘

Campeche; the most important of the ‘two, is situated
on the west coast of Yucatan, and contains a population
of 15,000 mhabitants, the greater part of whom are con-

nected with the logwood trade, of which it is estimated
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that 650,000 quintals are exported annually, whilst
the value of other articles of merchandise by the way
of the English territory of Belize, amounts annually to
$2,110,000, all of which ought and can be diverted into
American channels.

According to the calculation of My. D. G. Rigil, which
appears the most free from exaggeration, there were pro-
duced in 1853, 20,416,200 pounds of sugar, and 306,243
barrels of aguadiente.

With respect to the Genequen, which may be called
an industry peculiar to Yucatan, and of which are made
sacks, hammocks, curtains, cables, &c.,there are exported
of it annually in its manufactured state 560,500 pounds.

Other products are as follows

CONSUMPTI EXPORTATION.
Maize, . .. 20,000,530 bushels. 16,350 bushels.
Rice, . . 1,750,000 pounds, ~ 93,700 pounds.

Frijoles, . . 24,000,000« 144,550

Besides the articles above mentioned, there is an ex-
tensive production of cotton, tobaeco, gum-copal, indigoy
&e., &eqy of which large amounts aredexported.  Of
course these products might be doubled or trebled if the
imhabitants would be at the pains of making good roads,
which might be formed at small expense,from the level
nature of the country, which in many places’ only re-
quires the undergrowth to be cut down to admit the
passage of mule trains.

From the fact of there being no swamps, the climate,
although hot, 1s uniformly healthy.

]:l'/.l‘/'»'nrl.
The port of Cérmen (Laguna de Términos) may be

considered as the best port in the Mexican part of the
18
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Gulf. Tts entrance is by a wide-spread bar of soft mud

the depth of water at low tide is thirteen feet, and fiftee:
at high tide. After passing the bar, vessels go to anchor
near the island where the city of Carmen stands, and
thereé the depth of wafer is. from four to six fathoms.
Vessels are sheltered in this port from all winds, and
only a westerly hurricane can-endanger the security of
their anchorage, '

The city of Cdrmen has about 5,000 inhabitants ; its
aspect from. the  port-is very picturesque and beautiful.
Mariners, on' their entering, may he” suided by a fine
fixed Il”lll i the Tndian village oppe site-the 1‘»1:1('1', which
light ean- be seen fourteen miles at sea.  The principal
commerce of this town consists in the extraction-of log-
wood, the-annualexportation of which4s from four to six
hundred thousand .‘111111;13.\-. The price generally ranges
from 75 cents to $1 25, according to the demand, or the

great or.small suy

i i1 A ey S
IIJJI_\ I ine marxe

The logwoad is-carried to Cdrmen in canoes of from
four’ huudred fo  a ti;- usand-quintals burden, from Ta-
baneuy, €hibojay, Candelaria, Chumpan, the Ranchos of
the Bast, Palisada, and j’"i:‘in-"ig‘l:i“jf from all the Ranchos
on the viver Usumacinta, passing through Palisada. The
inferior of the counfry is generally swampy, and its
greatest production to this day is loowood. There is also
in the inferior of the country a large quantity of cedar,

mahogany, and divers other kinds of fine and valuable

timber, especially for ship-building ; but, until now, they

have not been an object of great extraction or exportation.

There are at present ten ortwelve establishments for
the elaboration of sugar and aguadiente (sugar-cane rum),
|

and with time these articles mav be produce ‘J in abund

ance for exportation.
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What is now considered as the Territory of Cérmen
has about 20,000 inhabitants.

If the country was more thickly peopled, so as to facil-
itate labor for agricultural pursuits, it would probably
be one of the richest tracts of country in the world.

Steam communications could be established from Cér-
men to the rivers of Palisada, Chumpan, Candelaria,
Mamantel, and Cafio de Tabancuy, by deepening a little
the bars of these rivers, which could be done without
any great outlay, and with lucrative results to any one
who would undertake the enterprise.

The distance by sea from Vera Cruz to Laguna is two
hundred andsseventy miles; from Laguna to Frontera
de Tabasco, by sea, forty-eicht miles ; or toSan Juan
Baufista, one hundred and fourteen miles, by sea and
Tiver.

Statement of Logwood cxported from the povt of Laguna.
1849 598,832 quintals. 185
1850 449 949 18
1851 384,95 : 18:
g j 1551

1852

5 455,920 quintals.
>4 466561 L
55 618,088«
\
5]

234,810

Of the 584810 1111i11‘1:11.' of loewood xfxpul'?wl from
Laguna in-1856, but 36,859 quintals went to. the United
States.

ZACATECAS.

Zacatecas, one of the central states of Mexico, 1s
bounded north by Durango, €Coajuila and, Nuevo Leon;
east by San Luis Potosi and Aguas Calientes ; south by
(_ru.,nmjumo, Aouas Calientes and Jalisco: west by Ja-
lisco and Dur;rn'fm The boundaries of this state are
the most irregular of any in the confederacy. The
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. tains and aks. more or less elevated. which oc
mountains and peaxs, more or less elevated, which oc-

cupy the greater portion of the state, are a prolongation

of the Sierra Madre, and the eradual descent of these

gives, in-the lower partof the state, spacious valleys and
fertile fields. deep barraneas.and camiones, all of which
form nnposing and pictaresque se nery.

The - acricultural districts are net extensive, yet the
fertility ‘of those under cultivation\is such that the
produets-of -the soil-form one source of weaith. The

forests afford an abundance of red and white cak. svea-

more, ash, white wood., mezquites and-all classes of pine.

The principal fruits are of the t mperate regions, such
a8 apples, pears, peaches, quinces,

&e.

1'251)05.’ Sirawuerries,

)

U SN N JAuN Y ) ,
//;,. Touowing 48 the report of the prinecvpal agriculivre
¢ g / 2 7 ./ ! { ¢
7 A i
Prodcts an 1S58,
DISTRICTS. CORN FRIJOLES:

Jer 12
] 2GS

Zncatecas, 24 458 9]
Cresnillo; 41,354 0T
S0 t 58.504
30.009
2,118
171,075
23,185
47,152 21852

illanneva, 81.206 604

512,061 83,772

Estimated head of ganade mayor, or horses.
mules and ecattle, 1855;
]'tﬁi!x::x?»._”]‘ head in ;51'.!;:{'11' menor, or shee

roats, asses, .

In its mineria, the state of Zacatecas has at various
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epochis ranked first in the republic. This state and
Guanajuato have for years been rivals in the richness of
their veins and the buena ley of their metals, each claim-
ing pre-eminence, and alternately standing first and
second I the quantity of the precious metals produced.
The amount yielded in Zacatecas varies with the causes
that affect the industry of the inhabitants.

The three silver-mining distticts of Zacatecas, Fres-
nillo and Sombrerete are the most celebrated in the re-
public. ‘

The Zacatecas mines were discovered in 1546, by
Captain Juan de Tolosa.

TERRITORY OF LOWER CALIFORNIA.

This territory is comprehended in that long, peninsu-
lar strip of land lying between the southern boundary of
the United States and Cape St. Lucas. On the east is
the Gulf of California, and on the west the Pacific Ocean.
The peninsula is 700 miles long, and varies in breadth
from 30 to 100 miles. It may be said that the entire
peninsula is occupied by a chain of high, rugged and
barren mountains, leavino a nook, corner or small valley
here and there for fruits and agricultural produets suffi-
cient fo support a sparse population. The rocks and

ldom ob-

arid plains, which reflect the rays of the sun, se
scured by clouds, would render the heat almost insuf-
ferable, but for the sea air, which, in breezes sometimes
strong-and sometimes mild, sweeps over the territory, ren-
dering the climate in the habitable portions the most
salubrious and healthy in the world.

The agricultural products are limited, and consist
chiefly of corn, frijoles, sweet potatoes and chile, with




olives, grapes, dates, figs, (uinces, ]'ze-:‘xr"ilr-< and pf’nr.\i
But the waters that surround the per

more profitable to the inhabitauts than the 'lund Thc
pearl-fisheries have long been prosecuted, and with great
success. . In the sixteenth eentury the pearl-fishery pro-
duced a valuable revenue, and towards its close, six
handred and ninety-seven pounds of the precious article
were exported from this'quarter to Spain.  Of late years
but hittle interest is-manifested in this branch of indus-
try. A beautiful quality of tortoise-shell is also exported
from this territory.

The raising of cattle is one of the pl'ix‘wil;ul sources of
wealth, and dried beef and hides enter largely into the
articles of export.

But the chief wealth of this territory will eventually
be found in the mines of gold, silver; copper, lead, &ec.,
which are.known to exist in ereat extent and richness.
The whele country isvoleanic, and the metalliferous man-
ifestations are too plain to be mistaken. The people
have 'mo enterprise, and their government is so unsafe
and uncertain, that-others of enterprise and capital do
not care, under the present order of things, to invest
their labor and means in the territory. There are sev-
eral good harbors on the Gulf and ocean shares... That
of Magdelena Bay, on the Pacific side, is frequently re-
sorted to by whalers, and it would be very valuable to
the United States. Fish, shell-fish and water-fowl of
the finest qualities are excessively abundant. ‘In some
respects, the peninsula of Lower California: and its' ad-

joining waters have a higher value than is generally
placed upon them.

La Paz is the capital and principal port of the terri-
tory. It 1s situated on the Gulf, near the southern
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extremity. It has an excellent harbor, and enjoys a de-
lightful climate. Population, 1,274. The population of
the entire territory is but 9,000.

DISTRICT OF MEXICO.

What is known as the district or valley of Mexico is
limited on the north by San Cristobal Ecatepec, east by
El Pinon Viejo, south by Tlalpam, anud west by Los Re-
medios.

The valley is oval in its outline, eighteen leagues long
and twelve wide. It is surrounded by mountains, in
which abound the Zezontle, porpliyry, basalt, obsidian, and
yarious species of lava. Itis generally believed that the
entire valley of Mexieo 1s one enormous crater of an
ancient volcano, eovered over by a crust of earth of
recent formation.

The highest of these mountains are ealled Talapon
and Ajusco.

Nothing of the metallic or granitic order 1s found in
this. district. Vegetation is vigorous and varied, and the
mountains present phenomena truly extraordinary.

The' surrounding mounfains/ yield an abundance ‘of
timber, especially piue, and varions’woods for building
and manufacturing purposes. The valley is exceedingly
fertile, producing corn, wheat, barley, frijoles, &e. ; fine
fruits—pears, perones, apples, peaches, figs, nuts, mul-
berries, cherries, ehestnuts, zapotes, agunacates, and some
of the tropical fruits, such as oranges, lemons, and chir-
moyas, Veoetables flourish all the year in this climate,
which is in fact a perpetual spring.
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7 = e . . e o T 5 e
] ha valley or distriel 18 .\‘{,‘J.r.'v’u'u[, o a8 Jolows,
v

NO. OF MUNICIPALITIES, POPULATION.
Mexieo, . 2 . 4 L ; . 218,499
Tlalpan . - 19 . 3 56,035
T £ c =0 ¢
Tialuepantla;. £ s ; 5 (948

m ) 122.840
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2 465,823

The lareer portion of the inhabitants, except those of
the city of Mexico, are engaged in ‘agriculture. Many
are employed in the manufacture of crockery-ware, silk,
woolen (and cotton goods, paper, beer; soap, liquors, ol
iron, &c. /There-are two establishments for the manu-
facture of fine crockery-ware, one at Tacubaya and one
in the city of Mexico. There are four manufactories of
paper located a short distance from the city.

iy 17 v y lA L9 4 74 B Ty e
j Re-JoLowLIg 18 a statement of the cotion faclories:
Yot “ J o v

FACTORIES. LOCATION X0, OF SPINDLI PS. CLOTH PER AN,

San Angel, 3,472 G7.200

Chalco, 5.556 G0.000

San Angel, 4.09: 6,000

do. 2:8 71,948
Molino Prieto, 5,568 12,500
Tlalpan, 4,09 28,800

30,084 946,448
Considerable attention is givento the raising of horses,

mules, cattle; and domestic fowls.

The city of Mexico, capital of the republic, is situated
in the centre of the remarkable and beautiful valley
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which has been described. Tt is in latitude 19° 25 45"
N.. and longitude 103° 45 53" W. from Greenwich, but its

elevation above the sea, which is 7.500 feet. secures to

mean temperature of the city is 17° (R) 70" (Fahr.)
barometer varies between 23° and 23.2 En
mches. The magnetic needle declines 8° 30" 12 tc
east. The prevailing winds are north-east and north.
The city 1s on a perfect level, but its plan is somewhat
irregular.  Length from north to south, 4,018 yards:
breadth from east to west 3,276. 'There are 252 squares
or blocks of buildings, 316 streets, 140 small, irregular
streefs, 12 bridges, and 90 plazas, great and small. 'The
population is estimated at 200,000. The foundation
of ‘this city by the Aztecs dates 1160, and it bore the
name of Tenochtitlan, Cortes and his followers con-
quered and destroyed 1f in 1521, at which time it may
have contained 50,000 to 60,000 souls, thouoch Mun-
chausen accounts would make it appear that a million
and & half of human' beings swarmed about this locality,
The offieial report of Cortes in 1524, three years after

the conquest, gives 30,000 as the population of the new

D

city of Mexico. For a century the city continued to
increase. in- numbers, wealth, and poweryso that when
Captain John Swmith and his followers were looking for
gold mines in Virginia, and the pilgrims were planting

corn in Massachusetts, an empire had been founded and

built up on the same continent by Spaniards, and the

most stupendous system of plunder the world ever saw
was then and there in vigorous operation.

The capital of the republic has made but little prog-
ress since it became independent of Spain., In general
terms, it may be said that the inauguration of the

19
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republic brought no peace or prosperity to the country,
or materially advanced the interests of the city of
Mexico.

A glance at the map will convince any one that the
geagraphical position of the city of Mexico is highly
important and advantageous. ‘It is in the centre of a
country of surpassing richuess and beauty. But the
history of this capital from the day of its foundation by
the Aztecs, precisely seven centuries ago, is one of con-
staut revolution and warfare. No earthly record worthy
of credence excels it. From first to last it has been the
stronghold of political dissensions and bloodshed. At the
present moment, the struggle between the progressive
ideas of the masses and the determined bizotry and
de}.\'[)uii.\'n) of the I)I'it“St]m«'H] and their followers, is g()in}z
on asfiercely as ever. /But it is to /be hoped the dark
night that-has hung over this beautiful city and country
so longy is nearly over, and that in our day the light of
wisdom, truth, yirtue and prosperity will dawn upon the
peaple so much abused, and of whom so little is known
by all the world.

The city of Mexico, with its surrounding district, is
destined to possess a dense population and all the ele-
ments of power, by which it will figure largely in the
world’s histery, and this at no very remote vduy. It is
destined to become the great emporium between the
Pacific and the Atlantic.

SYNOPSIS OF MEXICAN HISTORY.

GENERAL REMARKS.

I making up the following summary, we are indebt-
ed for much valuable information to the Mexican Ex-
TRAORDINARY, published in the eity of Mexico, the
New York HEeraLp, and the correspondence of the
NEw York TIMES.

The Aztec empire in Mexico dates from 1160. Her-
nando Cortes, with a small band of followers, aided by
some of the native Indian tribes, achieved the c;uuqncét
of that empire in 1521. Montezuma died a miserable
death in the hands of Cortes ; and Guatemozin, the last
of the Aztec emperors, was_ignominiously hung by the
Spanish conqueror.

From the year'1535 until the year 1821, when Mexico

obtained her independence, the country was governed by

sixty-one viceroys, whose terms of service extended over
a period of 286 years, giving to each viceroy rather
more  than four years. ~Among these Spanish rulers
there would occasionally be found one of benevolent dis-
position and liberal ideas. But it must be conceded that
ln the main, the Spanish rule in New Spain was one of
iron despotism, in which priest and soldier bore an equal
part, until several millions of human beings, the constitu-
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tional elements of whose character were gentleness and
docility, rose against their oppressors with the determi-
nation of driving them from the land.

An olscure native curé. of the Indian village of Dolo-
res, in the province of Guanajuata, named \hrrml Hi-
d:ﬂs_m,, headed the first Mexicarn revolution, which broke
out\‘in/ 1810.  Under the ery of < Death to the Gachupins™
(Sp:miurd\"‘. and the belief that their religion was en-
dangered by the French (Joseph Bonaparte being then
on the Castilian throne), the natives rallied under Hidal-
go, and for a season wage \d a sanguinary and succe ssful
conflict against Spaniard and Creole.. The revolution-
ary priest was finally captured and shot, July 27, 1811.
A guerilla warfare foll lowed, which 1n’ 1812 came 10 a
head under Morelos, another native curé, who, aided by
Matamoras, one of the’same class, followed in the foot-
steps of Hidalgo,and continued the contest ag ramst the
loyalists-until November, 1815, when this really great
chief was betrayed into the hands of the Spanish gen-
eral_Concha, at Tesmaluco, province of Puebla. Mo-
relos was sent fo the capital, tried, and condemned to
be shot. . He was taken to the Hospital of San Cristo
bal for execution, December 22, 1815. After dining,
he bound the handkerchief around his head, kneeled, and
ejaculating, ¢ Lord, if I have done well thou knowest it,’
gave the fatal signal to his executioners, and thus calmly
and heroically the soldier -priest met his fate.

Matamoras had . previously been taken prisoner and
shot by Ifturbide, who here made his first appearance on
the stage, a zealous loyalist.

The death of Morelos did not subdue the spirit of
revolution. Rebel chiefs appeared at various points.

Among them was that indomitable and daring patriot,
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Guadalupe Victoria, of whom mention was first made as
a soldier under Morelos. Xavier Mina appeared as a
l'emlutumur‘\‘ ]\:3\‘:\'1‘ in April, 1817, and at the head of a
brave band, principally North Americans, met with so
much success, as to bring against him the combined
efforts of the loyalist forces. Mina was betrayed by a
friar, taken prisoner, and shof, by order of Viceroy Apo-
daca, in November, 1817.

From 1810 to 1821 a sanguinary and cruel war was
waged throughout Mexico. It commenced a war of
castes, the native against the Spaniard. Up to this
period, Spain had rigidly adhered to the policy of placing
all civil power in the hands of native Spaniards. No one
born‘in Mexico ‘was-allowed to-participate in the adrmin-
istration of the government of the country in the slight-
est degree. The Gachupins were the kings and nobles
of the land. The Creoles. even, descendants of the
Spaniards, members of their own {amilies, were, under
the universal system of degradation, made to feel an in-
feriority of birth and the iron heel of the oppressor. But
at the commencement of 11111 revolution under Hidalgo,
the Creoles were found fighting side by side with the

Spaniards. The spirit uf [iberty, however, became in-

fectious, and by degrecs this intermediate class went
over to the 1n>urm*nt>. and joined them in their efforts to
conquer the common enemy. This, with the operation
of the constitution given to Mexico by the consent of the

=

Cortes of Spain, in 1812, which pn-lr.-mi«-(l to relieve the
people of their grievances, and did n ality curtail the
power of the viceroy, so alarmed Apodaca, the ncr
bent of that office in 1821, that he resolved to restore th
absolute power of Spain, and to this end proposed to
Iturbide, a Creole of elegant person and polished man-
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ners, to head the loyalist army then on the west coast,
and proclaim the restoration of the absolute authority of
the King of Spain over Mexico. :

Iturbide -assumed. the leadership of the army, but,
1‘mdvr the influence of the elergy, who were bw_rin.ning to
fear that the Cortes of Spain would encroach u‘.pnn their
enormous property and revenues, the Creole leader, n-
.\:teml of proclaiming anew the power of Spain, };rmlu_r,ht
forth, in_February, 1821, that famous document known
as the “ Planof Iguala,” the first article of which declared
as follows: * The Mezican nation is wndependent of the
S.‘/I(I/ll..\'/l nation, and of every other, even on its an'n“ con-
tinent.” - By this act, Mexico virtually became indepen-
dent of Spain. -

[turbide assumed imperial power-in 1822, under the
title of Augustin the First.  His reign was l)ricfr The
followine. November, General Gnrzalh‘:)zule«l a révolt n
tlvw. north, and Santa Anna, who was then Governor of
V era Cruz, first made himself prominent, by pronouncing
against’ Iturbide. The Ewmperor Iturbide abdicated :xn?i
fled from the country, and on attempting to return Juh"
1824, he was captured and shot. ‘ | SN
; The congress of the country had annulled the acts of

1e emperor, April 8th, 1823, and in October, 182 :

republican constitution was published. TR

1 In (‘-onqu}lmn-n of this constitution, General Victoria

became the first President of Mexico on the 10th of the

.';:ame month and year, and remained in power until April

. Q00 A - ! .

; 24, when a general of the

name of Lobato attempted a revolution against the
N A et avsl e 5 ] > = . bac
T{);?‘lt‘t-;::“?;1:‘1]):.)‘:\.1«1-(1\1‘l)v]}l'r.Ltlhc government. .'.\,'ecom,l, 1n
aeneral Montano headed a revolution against
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the Freemason Societies and Mr. Poinsett, Unifed States
minister in Mexico at that time Both these, however,
were put down by the government. Third, in 1828, a more
important pronunclamento tuok place in Jalapa, and con-
tinued at Perote and Oajaca. At the same time, another
broke out in the city of Mexico. This proved disastrous;
and is known by the appellation of Acordada. On the
1st April, 1829, General Guerrero became President, but
retired from government on the 18th December of the

same year, in order to take command of the army, and
march against General Bustamente, who had taken up
arms against the liberal party, to which Guerrero be-

longed. From the 18th of December to the 31st of the
same month, the government was provisionally in the
hands of Senores Bocanegra, Velez, Quintanas and Ala-
man, at which date General Bustamente, as Vice-Pres-
ident, took possession of the government, which he held
till the 14th of August, 1832, when he was obliged to
fake command of the army, as General Vasquez, and
other officers at Vera Cruz had pronounced against him.
From August to December, 1832, the government was
in the hands of a president inferino, General Muzquiz,
and passed on the 24th- December, 1832, into._the hands
of the constitutional president, General Gomez Pedraza,
who retired, however, on the 1st April, 1833, when the
vice-president, D. V. Gomez Farias, took his place.
During that time the revolution had gained ground, and
General Santa Anna was named constitutional president
on)thel 17th June, 1833. ) He took the reins of power,
but being obliged to head the army in order to attack
Texas, January, 1535, he left the government during
his absence in the hands of two vice-presidents, first to
Sefior Farias, and then to General Barragan. General
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Barragan having died in March, 1836, Seor Corro be-
came president inlering, governing until April, 1837, when
General Bustamente again took possession of the gov-
ernment, being named president, in conformity with the
new.coustitution of 'the republic, by which the central
system was adopted, which had been sanctioned and
published on the Ist January, 1837. General Busta-
mente reniained| inl power until September, 1841, with
the exception of a few months in 1839, in which year
General Santa Anna was intrusted with the govermment
for three mouths, and General Bravo for eight days. In
September, 1841, General Bustamente retired to Europe,
leaving Sefor D; Javier Echeverria at-the head of the
government until 10th October, 1841, when General
Santa Anna-again became president,. . with almost un-
imited, power, by an arrangement-known under the
name of * Bases agreed 1o in Tacubaya.” 'This disere-
tional power of dietatorship ceased by the publication of
a new constitution of the country on the 12th June, 1843,
General Santa Anna was thennamed constitutional pres-
ident, and remained in power until the 6th- December,
1844. During these four years he was three times ab-
sent from- the capital, and the government was, during
this period, intrusted by him to General Bravo and Gen-
eral Canalizo. © From December, 1544,/ to the end/of
December, 1845, General Herrera was president ; from
December, 1845, to July, 15846, General Paredes, and
from July to August 1546, General Bravo occupied the
place of General Paredes, who, in his turn, Wiad ito | give
way in August to General Salas, who remained in power
till December, 1846, after having re-established the fed-
eral system on the constitution of 1824, by his decree of
22d August, 1846. Senor Gémez Farias then occupied

the position of vice-president from December, 1846, till
March, 1847. During this time Geuneral Santa Anna
was named president. He assumed power on the 21st
March, 1847, but left the government to General Anaya,
in order to take command of the army in the field against
the troops of the United States. On his return to the
capital in May, 1847, he again took the government into
his hands, and remained in power until September, 1847,
when the capital was taken by the Americans.

From this time the government retired to Queretaro,

and Sefior Pena ¥ Pena at one 1ill]l‘,;xl\(] General _~\|m_\'r1

10
at another, were at the head of it till after the peace,

when General Herrera again took possession of the
government on.the 8d of June, 1348, He retired in Janu-
ary, 1851, when General Arista became president, but
in consequence of the plan of Guadalajara, retired in
January, 1853, Renor Ceballos and General Lombar-
dini, enfered as presidents for a short time, until General
Santa Anna, already elected president, had arrived
from Tuarbaco, in' Carthagena.  His arrival took place in
Vera' Cruz, April, 1853, and shortly afterward he entered
the capital and left again on the 11th of August, 1855,
for Vera Cruz, to-embark. General Romulo Diaz de la
Vega took charge of the capital as chief of the distriet. On
the 15th of August, four days after the departure’of Santa
Anna;, DonMartin Carrera;’one of the most patriotic and
distinguished generals, was elected president tnterino
of the republic, by a junta at the capital, but his election
not being sustained Ly the eivil or military voice of the
states, he abdicated “on the I2th of "September, after
holding position one mouth. General La Vega con-
tinued to govern, according to the plan of Ayutla, from
the 12th of September until the 4th of October, when

()
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General Alverez established his government at Cuer-
navaca, and was recognized by the representatives of
foreign powers. He came to the city of Mexico and
remained till-the 11th December, 1555, when he volun-
tarily retired, leaving ' the “government in the hands of
General Igmacio Comonfort. . Comonfort remaived m
office from the 11th December, 1855, to the 21st January,
1858, two years, one month, and ten days, when he fled
the country.” Félix Zuluaga, undersa plan of Tacubaya,
proclaimed by a body of soldiers, usurped the presidential
chair at the capital, and Don Benito Juarez, the constitu-
tional President, by virtue of his office as Chief Justice of
the Sapreme Court, was obliged to fly for his life. After
taking the circuit of the country, President Juarez finally
arrived at Vera Cruz; via New Orleans, in the summer of

1858, ‘and gathering around him a cabinet, demanded the

allegiance of the various states. This was immediately

granted by all, except two or three of the central states
and the capital, whieh, being in the‘immediate possession
of the army of the church, were forcéd to submit to the
rule of-afaction headed at the present moment by Miguel
Miramon; who deposed Zuluaga in November, 1858, and
subsequently, General Robles Pezuela, who held power
but two days.

The independence of Mexico dates from February,
1821, since’ which-period-to'the present time; a space of
t}m'i_\'—('ig’:n years, the country has had tllil't}'—\'i.\ different
forms of government, and seventy-two individuals have
fiured.as chief executives of the nation under impeérial
and every variety of republican titles.

By reason of our limited space, we cannot give a spe-
cific exposition of the principle for which the two parties
are contending in Mexico, or relate the events attending

1 n-) )

the bloody and disgraceful struggle that has occupied the
nation for the past thirty-eight years. For the last two
years, two distinet governments have been in operation
in the republic of Mexico, and during this period, the true
principles of the controversy, the real condition of the
country and its actual wants, have been brought out more
distinetly before-the world than ever before, and more es-
pecially since the recognition of Don Benito Juarez, the
constitutional and liberal president, in April, 1859, by the
United States minister, Mr. McLane. = The present rev-
olution 1s the only one that in reality has struck at the
root of the evil.

The New York Herald,in a recent editorial relative to
the struggle in. Mexico, after stating how few of the
states in comparison with the whole, acknowledge the
church faction, makes the following very just remarks :

*“Why has not the great majority of the nation pre-
vailed against the minority ? The answer is: The
clergy are richer than the nation. While the Dbest
national securities, unguaranteed by foreion treaties, are
selling for from three to eight per cenf. the clergy can
borrow on their paper at the rate of ninety to ninety-five
per cent.  The cleroy are therefore more powerful than
the nation, and they have made use of their moneyed
power to bribe the army of the country. With thisiand
a liberal use of money in other quarters, they have been
able to hold their own in a few of the central walled cities,
and by means of shrewd secret agents in foreign countries,
have managed to blind the eyes of those governments
holding relations with Mexico. They have been materi-
ally aided in this last work by the criminal stupidity or
knavery of resident foreign ministers in Mexico, whohave
allowed themselves to be made their ready tools. It was
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perhaps all for the best that the clergy should have had
power sufficient to defeat the popular will and plunge the
country into anarchy ; that foreign ministers shouid have
taken notice-of knaves-or fools—in fact, that all possible
calamities should have been heaped upon the country at
once, The circumstance has breoucht Mexico into a
erisis from which she can hardly eseape without level-
ing all the deéstroying evils which haye obtained such
mammoth-growth in-this rich and most beautiful portion
of America. The civil war in Mexico has already illus-
trated to the world how vicious and demoralized. are
the ‘clergy, and how entirely wanting is-the country in
enlightened leading men. This war has demonstrated
the absolute necessity for a large infusion into Mexico
of liberal, progresgive ideas, based upon-reason and the
spirit of peaceful compromise.. It has aroused foreign
governments. to the necessity of sending them enlight-
ened men. to atfend to their affairs. - The United States
have taken the lead, and Encland has followed the
example, by recalling a man-who certainly has done
nothing for _his future position, nor any good to the
country he represented, except it may be in giving her
a very expensive lesson. A question may yet be enter-
tained as to what France will do. It is barely possible
that that power may entertain the idea of finally com-
promising the Mexican question in the same manner the
Italian «;nwiiun has been arranged—by securing the
supremacy of f the Church of Rome over the country.
But the schemes of Frauce cannot prevail in Mexico, if
the United States and England are united, and’ adopt a

decisive policy with regard to it for the purpose of ending

the })t‘('\‘:'nt :nnrclxy and securing peace to the country.”
The following is a synopsis of the platforin of the
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constitutional government of Mexico, acknowledged and
supported by the liberal party.

First. The establishmeut of a constitutional federal
government in the place of a military dictatorship.

Second. Freedom of religion

Third. Freedom of the press.

Fourth. The nationalization of over $200,000,000 of
property held by the clergy, from which, and other
sources, the Church derives an annual income of not less
than $20,000,000.

Fifth. The subordination of the army to the civil
power, and the abolition of military and ecclesiastical
fueros, or special tribunals.

Sizth. A reduction of the tariff; the stoppage of the sys-
tem of exceptional permits, and the entire abolition of al-
cavala or interior duties ; also,the abolition of passports.

* Seventh. The negotiation of commereial treaties of the
fullest scope and liberal character, particularly with the
United States, and including reciprocity of trade on our
frontiers.

Eighth. The colonization of Mexico by the full open-
ing of every part of the country to immigration, and the
encouragement of foreign enterprise in every branch of
industry, particularly in mining and in works of 1n-
ternal improvement.

In contradistinction and opposition to the principles and
purposes of the liberdl, progressive constitutional govern-
ment. we have the following as a synopsis of the Plan
of Tacubaya, upon which the government of Miramon
in the city of Mexico, supported by the clergy, is based.

First. The inviolability of all church property and
church revenues, anud the re-establishment of former

exactions.
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Second. The re-establishment of the Jfueros, or special
rights of the church and of the army. Under these
fwxm the military and the cle Tgy are responsible only
to their own. tribunals.

Third. The restoration of the Roman Catholic religion
as the sole and exelusive re ligion of Mexico. ‘

Fourth. The ce nsorship of the press.

Fifth. 'The 'maintenance of a high tariff, the restora-
tion of the oppressive.system of alcavala, or interior
duties, and the continuance of special monopolies.

Stwth. The ‘exelusive system with regard to foreign
immigration, confining it 'solely to immicrants from
Catholic eountries; »7

Seventh. The overthrow of the constitution of 1857,
and the establishment of an irresponsible central dieta-
torship, subservient solely to the churzh.

BighthIf possible,~the restoration’ of a monarehy
in Mexico, or the-establishment of a Furopean Protec-
torate.

'l'.his is/ a trne exposition of the principles of the two
parties now contending for the maste ry in Mexico.

In speaking of the Mexican church. its bigotry and
despotism, we would not be unde rstood as making war
on the true Catholic faith, or the church of ome as if
exists in the United. States.: Tt is the perversion of its
name and power "to base purposes which we so much
deprecate in Mexico. B

The question before the people of the United States

is, whetlur they will suffer to” be lestablished on their

own southern borders. a monarchy like that of Old Spain
in the sixteenth century, or whether they will give their
cordial and united support to the liber

als In their efforts

to redeem Mexico from the church and military despot-
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ism which has for ages drenched her fair fields in blood,
demoralized her people, and finally made the nation a
hissing and a byword all over the earth.

There 1s no way left by which the United States can
safely and profitably build up trade and’ commerce with
Mexico, except through the liberal party. A liberal
treaty once concluded, and a good understanding estab-
lished between the two nations, we shall find in Mexico
a magnificent field for our enterprise, industry and capi-
tal. The principles of liberty will be there developed
under our fostering care, and that down-tredden people
will eventually rise up our faithful friend and ally. On
the other hand, the success of the church or monarchical
party will seriously compromise the well-being of the
United States; for in case the fuction now represented
by Miramon obtains eontrol of the republie, a policy will
be mangurated which must bring us into hestile collision,
not only with Mexico, but with one or more of the
European powers.

In view of the immense importance to our country
that attends the safe and speedy solution of the Mexican
question, the projector of the “ United States and Mezican
Mal Steamship Line” has been induced to do more than
simply record:such figures and faets as have -adivect
bearing upon his enterprise ; ‘he has given, in addifion, a
mass of matter which he conceives will be interesting to
the reading public in the present condition of our rela-
tions with Mexico.  This is done with the hope that the
public mind will, in some degree, become impressed with
the importance of inaugurating a new commercial poliey
with the India south of us. the first step towards which
is, THE CALLING INTO EXISTENCE OF UNITED STATES
Ma1L STEAMSHIPS.




REPORT OF HON. JOHN B. ALLEY,

THE COMMITTEE ON POST OFFICES AND POST ROADS OF THE HOUSE
REPRESENTATIVES, THIRTY-SIXTH CONGT S, FIRST SESSION.
June 4th, 1860,

7/'! comanatted ot ihe -Post U. reenand \Post /"u,/,/x‘ to whoni WS
reterred-the il tition of. Carlos Butterfield \and his associates.

g - .
]‘/‘U/:uw'i/:," e :'.\',"/(7.';'/'~'/z,'/!'/(f of  a \lin l:f' Tl -\"‘r"//’l',/l"'7}'1/.’ltv
_\‘/ w (g L AnS or J/(‘Z/L'{v' {0 -"”i”/yl'.'//'”'/'f{\' on the Gulf /’».T. .]/r'l‘i"""‘,

liawe 1'7“/'1 7/t Same undor v"‘,’{-.\;l./'/‘f(.‘/./','/l. andd 7""‘['*'?”""’/’/ e~
/nu,ﬂf B

That, in the opinion of your committee, postal communication
with these several ports on the Gulf of Mexico, by the establish-
ment ofa line of mail steamers, sneh as proposed by the petition-
ers, with the-encouragement of ‘a fair.compensation for mail ser-

jointly with Mexico, awill furnish toour own citizens, as well
as to thoge of .\[vxivu. ;lln':h facilities of communication ]v<-t\\'sz.'I\

two/countries as their necessities require and the progress of
> Age demand.
Onr postal communication with all the ports of Mexico is
' obtained at present through foreion channels and. by
foreign means. Thus is our commercial intercourse with Mexico,
sat extent, made subsidiary tojand dependent upon: facil-
. . » . 1 1 ?, 1 » 'I . L
ities furnished by other countries. to their immense advantace

AR

bt our great detriment.

While your committee believe that no I~u~t:,tl arrangement
1

should be made with exelusive reference to commercial advan

tagesy it mays nevertheless, be proper to consider;as an aroniment

in its fayor, the eminent service which will he rendered onr com-

merce incident to the establishment of such a line of mail steamers,
:

. Ko 1 A7y : < 5
11 connecuion with llll‘ aet that a ¢ -I!fll‘lw]:‘;‘:i].t].c: portion ol the cost
I
1

to the government will be returned to the treasury in the shape of
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postages. The duties also which will probably arise npon in-
creased ii:l]ull‘% n a short time will, withoit (luu‘_‘r. 114
balance any deficiency in postal rec ipts

Mexico, with a full appreciation of the immense advantaces
which will acerne to her government and ecitizens, has. with

131 ,],.I:L.. vorthiy of Sasfating } 0T POV ON - 1 -
1pera Iy \\Ilm...\ Of 1mitation r.\ Ol L"\L‘Hlmi‘ll[.:_"l';(lllo-(: fo a

(,‘:iiEZL‘lI "il ‘121'? lvffi?l.“.] -\‘{';Ti\_ as an ih‘lll"-"l!!"ll? to ('.“!it|>3?\}l a 13,:,‘.
of mail steamers to traverse the Gulf and touch at the several
points named in the bill herewith reported, a subsidy of one hun-
dred and twenty thousand dollars per annum for ten years. She
very properly expeets the co-operation of the United States in
’j};]‘\\';il‘liill;j jni]ﬂ}‘ ‘.\'i‘l]l I.H‘I' flri- oreat vHI‘c'I'iv!‘iw.

The establishment of sach ample postal facilities with eioht

Mexican and four American ports upon the Gulf cannot but in-
crease our ]“‘*'L::‘.. commercial, and social intercourse,-not only
with those ports, all of aghich are filz!‘m!'[;xlll, but also tiie
contionous countries, which in the end must resulf in promotine
the interests of our commerce, our manufactures, and acricnltun.,
to an almost imealeulable extent. It will do what no other meas-
ure can accomplish, and that, teo, at a very trifling expense. It
13 obyvious that if there had existed in the past such postal ar-
rangements as are now proposed, our political relations would
have heen very different with that conntry from what,they have

been or now are, and would have been undoubtedly of great re-
ciprocal advantage.

If our postal communieation with Mexico had been direct and
frequent,anany millionsyof dollars awvonld have heen saved toour
government; onr commerce with that counfry would haye been
]'I'v--:l‘\'l:-;l ;i,’i'l t:.‘-ﬁi('i:“!w}. ifir?",‘:i(] of ]-(,‘iil;‘ ~li.ni!xi>‘h(‘l1. 01, i1 .T';U‘T,
it wonld be more proper to say, comparatively annihilated.

Formerly onr commerce with Mexico was over three times the
amount it is now ; and Great Brifain, with a avisdom and fore-

ight to discover and avail herself of every advantage thrown in

by adopting a more liberal policy than ourselves in es-
tablishing and encouraging mail communication by ocean steam-
ers with government subsidies, has largely increased her trade

] . . . 1.1 1 A
nd commmnerce in all those directions, while ours has been, on the
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No. 3.—FROM LEON TO GUADALAJARA,

:UADATAJARA TO SAN BLAS.




. 1. FROM CULTACAN TO FUERTE. 0. 9. FROM THE CITY OF MEXICO TO & LUIS POTOSL

LUIS POTOSI TO TAMPICO.

FROM-FUERTE TO RIVER COLORADO
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Itamira.
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City of Moxico. No. 23, FROM TIE CITY OF MEXICO TO OAXACA.
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FROM OAXACA TO TEHUANTEF

MEXICO TO VERS




- RIZAVA TO VERA ORT7Z
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No, 26, FROM ENCERO TO THE BAR OF GOAZACOALCOS.
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