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Tr1s work has been prepared with &

the following design, viz.: to state only

those important events in our history which every American citizen should know,

and to tell them in such a way as to arouse the pupil’s interest and inspire enthu-

siasm for the study. TIn carrying out this ijdea, the author has sought to avoid all

sectional and partisan statements; to explain, from the standpoint of the Union,

at different times, have been decided

by the progress. of events; and. ineidentally, to inspire, by the sweep of the story,
a love for our common country, and an intelligent solicitude for her destiny.

n general methods of teaching this

those principles which, coming to an issue

Experience has taught the value of certai

study.
1. To divide the history into Epochs, giving each a characteristic name.

2. To precede each Epoch by a map and questions in order to familiarize the

pupil with the localities of the events about which he is to read; and to follow each
Epoch with a Chronological Table and a list of Reading References for further
study.

3. To furnish copious notes containing collateral facts, minor ev
those anecdotes of heroism

ents, sketches of
the lives of presidents and noted men, and, especially,
and devotion that so brighten the record of our national growth,

4. To give each paragraph a distinct title to aid the pupil in learning, and the
teacher in hearing, the lesson; and to arrange these topies in such a way as to form

a systematic analysis of the subject,




PREFACE,

5. To make the great battles easy of remembrance by associating with the
description of each the pivotal point on Wwhich its issue turned.,

6. To introduce something of the philosophy of history by stating the plan of
each campaign, and the objects sought by,
ments, thus leading Dupils to appreciate
other,

, and the resulis of, important engage-
the fact that events hinge upon each
7. To stimulate flagging interest, and also induce a4 more comprehensive study
of history, by means of review questions like the Historical Recreations of this
series,

The constantly-increasing adoption of this hook,

since its appearance in 1871,
has shown the excellence of the

plan on which it was brepared. New plates and
illustrations being now called for the author has seized the opportunity to revise
the text carefully, and to introduce blackboard analyses, additional chapters on
civilization, and fresh material on manners and customs. Tt is his hope that his
fellow teachers will find the book as much more use

This work is offered to American youth in the confi
the wonderful history of their native ]

ful as it is attractive,
dent belief that, as they stud y
and, they will learn to prize their birthright

ore carefully. Their patriotism must be kindled
when they come to see how slowly,

more highly, and treasure it m

¥et how gloriously, this tree of liberty has
EXOWn, what storms have Wrenched its boughs, what sweat of toil and hlood has
moistened its roots, what eager eyes have watched EVEery out-springing bud, what

brave hearts have defended it, loving it even unto death. A heritage thus sane-
tified by the heroism an(

1 devotion of the fathers ean not but elicit the choicest
care and tenderest love of the sons.

J. D, 8.
Ermira, N. Y., Sept., 1885,
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Ud contal MYSICE N N

If fi d shaded arkened
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have done, and each name, with its date,

around it.
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lecitations and examinations ]
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8 SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS

pupils. Tn these analyses may also be inserted the titles of additional material
gathered by teacher and class. Good analyses thus, incidentally, serve as pigeon-
holes for classifying as well as preserving one's knowledge.

The Reading References at the end of each Epoch contain a list of books that
will be found valuable for additional information. If is not the intention to make
the References a mere catalogue of United States Histories and biographies of
celebrated Americans, but simply to name a few works to interest a class and
furnish matter for collateral reading. Bancroft's and Hildreth's Histories, Irving’s
Life of Washington, and Sparks’ American Biographies are supposed to be in
every school library. They are, therefore, not roferred to in these lists. The
Lives of the Presidents, the Histories of the different States, and all works of local
value are useful, and should be secured, if possible. The Magazine of American
History will be found serviceable for reference on disputed points of American
History and Biography. The reeent volumes of Harper's Magazine, and the
Century abound in excellent articles on special subjects. The American Cyclo-
pedia and Thomas® Dictionary of Biography will afford material for preparing
essays. With a little effort, a poem, a prose selection, or a composition on some
historical topic may be offered by the class each day to enliven the recitation.

Formal debates, oral or written, should be held, to stimulate research, upon
such subjects as the tariff, civil service reform, treatment of the Indians, ete.

For Courses of Reading, and for information concerning the value and char-
acter of various historical works, refer to Adams’ Manual of Historical Literature—
& most reliable and excellent bibliography. Hall's Methods of Teaching History
will also furnish the teacher with suggestive ideas.

The Tables of Contemporary Buropean Sovereions, inserted at the end of the
early Epochs, should be used to link American history to that of the old world,
in which it had its origin.

The Suggestions on page 315, upon the subject of topical recitation, are com-
mended by universal experience. At each recitation, let some of the pupils write
% few of the paragraphs on their slates, on paper, or on the blackboard; after-
ward, let other pupils criticise the language, spelling, punctuation, use of capitals,
etc. Remember, however, that the chief end of class-work is to kindle an interest
in history. The reading of a beautiful poem, or the narration of a curious cir-
cumstance, a noble sentiment, or a deed of heroism, in some way connected with
an event, will arouse attention and fix the fact permanently in the mind. For
example, the third attack on Charleston (page 132), is a dry, dull statement, but
how it brightens when we read the reply of Colonel Moultrie. who was there
taken prisoner, to the offer of money and the command of a British regiment in
Jamaica, if he would desert the American cause:—*“Not the fee simple of all
Jamaica would induce me to part with my integrity.” The class may care little
about the former way of choosing the Vice-President: but they will be eager to
see how Adams, the federalist, and Jefferson, the republican, came to be elected
together. The inauguration of Van Buren will take on a new mes aning when the
pupil is told that Van Buren, with General Jackson at his side, rode to the
Capitol in a carriage made of wood from the ship Constitution. and, as they
passed, the crowd shared its cheers between * 0ld Hickory ® and “0ld Tronsides ™.
Just so, Stedman’s, **Oh, evil the black shroud of night at Chantilly™. will stir
a class when reading the second Bull Run campaign ; while Whittier's * Angels
of Buena Vista ™ will temper the patriotic ardor aroused by that bloody victory.

Who first
settled Amer-
ica >—This con-

; tinent was
pmba’r»h' first peopled from Asia, the
birthplace of man. In what way it
happened, we do not know. Chinese

vessels, coasting along the shore acc ording to the custom
been driven by storms to
Pacific Ocean, while the crews were thanlkful
to escape a watery grave by settling an 11111\1‘10\? n coun-
parties wandering across Bering Strait in search
s side a pleasant land,

of early voyagers, may have

cross the

try; O,
of adventure, and finding on this
may have resolved to make it their home.

American Antiquities.—In various parts of the con-
tinent, are found remains of the people who occupied
this country in prehistoric times. Through the Miss 1*«511:1)1

valley, from the Tiakes to the Gulf, extends a succe

i b g forest trees are
of defensive earth-w orks.*® The Idlci st
rE f enduring than
* Tt is a singular fact that banks of ea th grassed over are IMmore endauring h
is a sing 2 sl S e
v other work of man. The grassy mounds near Nineveh and Babylon bn
i : ; = - Adines of stor ave been
emained unchanged for centuries. Meantime, massive buildings of stone have be
na e L cha ; : : 7 Sy
erected, have served long generations, and have crumbled to ruin.




