EPOCH III,

RURAL LIFE ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

New England Farm and Village Life in the 18th century presented a strange
contrast to that with which we are familiar. The house of the settler was built
of logs, the chinks daubed with clay, and the roof thatched with long grass. In
the later and better class of dwellings, the logs were hewn square S0 as to need
no chinking; or a frame was made of heavy oak timbers, some of them eighteen
inches in diameter, and all mortised and braced together in a manner that would
be bewildering enough to a carpenter of to-day. The sides were covered with split
oak clapboards, and the roof with split cedar shingles, fastened with large wrought-
iron nails. The windows consisted of two small lead frames, set with a few tiny,
diamond-shaped panes of glass (or, sometimes, oiled paper), and hinged so as to
open outward against the house. As the building stood exactly facing the south,
the sun “shone square in” at noon, and gave warnin g of the dinner hour.

The doors were of oak plank doubled and nailed together with spikes arranged
in the form of diamonds. They were often hung on wooden hinges, and were
securely fastened at night by heavy wooden cross-bars. In the center of the house,
or, externally in the poorer dwellings, rose a stone or brick chimney, about twelve
feet square at the base* affording a fire-place large enough for seats to be placed
at the side, where the children could sit in the winter evening and look up at
the stars. To “lay the fire” was no small matter; for the back, a huge * back-
log*, perhaps four feet long, was rolled in; then on the andirons was placed a
“front log™; between these ywere piled enormous quantities of smaller wood.

The kitchen and the “ best room ™ were the chief apartments. In the former,
the center of attraction was the great fire-place with its roaring fire, its high-
backed wooden settle, and its swinging crane with pot-hooks to hold the iron pots
for cooking. The ceiling of the room was rarely seven feet high, and the sturdy
farmer often brushed against it with his bear-skin cap. From the bare Jjoists
overhead, hung bunches of herbs, seed-corn, and long strings of drying apples.
The walls of the room, in the better buildings, were plastered and whitewashed.
The furniture was plain; a tall wooden clock; a dresser set out with the cher-
ished pewter dishes brought over from England ; a spinning-wheel ; and, perhaps,
a loom for weaving. (See pages 93, 94.)

The *best room ** was used only on state occasions. Ordinarily, it was carefully
closed and locked to keep out the flies and preserve its sacred precincts from
unlawful intruders. The andirons were of brass that shone like gold, and" the fire-
place in summer was garnished with asparagus branches. On the mantel-shelf,
stood the high brass candlesticks, and the accompanying tray-and-snuffers. There

7as no carpet, but the floor was sanded and marked off by the housewife in many
a quaint design. Against the walls, hung the family paintings, fondly cherished
not only as mementos of the departed, but, also, of the life heyond the seas.
Here, too, was the library containing a few well-read books,—for books were scarce
and costly, and reading was a serious matter, taken up for improvement and not

* In the better houses, a brick oven was built in the chimney. This was heated by a fire of
fine “kindlings™ ; then swept clean, and the bread or beans set in to bake, The bricks
retained the h temperatare for a long time, and the * rye-and-Indian ** bread, for which our
New England grandmothers were noted, was left in the oven all night.
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for pastime. Among those few books were sure to be found the family Bible,
Young's Night Thoughts, Watts’ Improvement of the Mind, Fox’s Lives of the
Martyrs, Addison's Spectator, and Milton's Paradise I«

As the tiny windows gave little light by day, so by night the home-made tallow
candles, or the pine-knot on the hearth, shed but a faint or flickering illumination.
In cold weather, the fire was heaped high—for wood was abunda t—but through
numerous chinks and crevices, the winter air poured in, so that, an old writer
remarks, *“ while one side of the inmate was toasting, the other was freezing."
To make matters still worse, the smoke e seaping into the room by no means favored
study, or any employment requiring the use of the eyes.
d was served generally on wooden platters. Tt was plentiful but coarse.

was rarely seen, except when game v taken. Salt pork or beef, salt
fish, vegetables, and *“rye-and-Indian ™ bread “ban 3" * composed the staple
diet. The farmer's breakfast often consisted mainly of * bean por seasoned
Wwith sayory herbs. Tea and coffee were unknown duri 1g the 17th century. The
minister, we are told, had white bread provided for him as a special favor.

Friction matches had not been invented, and the fire was car fully kept over
night in the ashes. If it unfortuna y “went out™, it was relighted by sparks
from the flint-and-steel, or by live coals brought from a ghbor's hearth.

Several vegetables and fruits now common were then unknown, or were unused
as food. Tomatoes, or, as they were called. “love ipples ™, were thought to be poi-
sonous, and were cultivated only in the flower-zarden for the beauty of the bright
red fruit. Rhubarb, sweet corn, cantaloupes, head-lettuce, and all the newer and
finer varieties of pears peaches, ete., have enriched the diet of a later
generation. The fox-grape, which we consider a sour, ill-flavored fruit, was then
a luxury to be attained only by the well-to-do. Te
and the careful housckeeper cooled her butter fi
down the well.

e in summer was Uhh!‘;ll'll l:‘f.

or use by hanging it in a pail

Geraniums and verbenas were not seen in the flower-gardens of our great-grand-
mothers, who delighted their eyes with hollyhoc sunflowers, lilacs, pinks, sweet-
williams, peonies, ete. Narrow beds of these * posies™ bordered the path leading
from the front door, through the little front yard, which was carefully fenced off
from the portion of the premises to which ordinary peo had access. The front
yard, the front door, and the best room were all considered too good for every-
day use.

There were no wheeled carriages or wagons until the middle of the 18th cen-
tury, and few until after the Revolution. Everybody went on foot or rode on
horseback, as his means permitted ; and the bridegroom, entleman or workman

ke, who sought a wife in a distant town, rode on horseback and brought home

is bride on a pillion behind him. So little travel was there in those days, that
a journey that now attracts no attention, then made one an object of public
curiosity. So late as 1795, it is stated that a person who had been across the
ocean was pointed out in the streets as a “man who had been to Europe™.

* Bannocks were somewhat like the present © hoe-cake* of the Sonth—merely flat cakes of
Indian meal, or rye, wet with water and baked over the hot coals on the hearth,
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CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY.

The Stamp Act passed, March8 . . -
The Stamp Act repealed by Parliament, MdI‘Ch 18
A tax imposed on tea, etc., June 29 :

The British troops arrived at Boston, Se pt{,uﬂ)f_r
Boston Massacre, March 5

All duties except on tea repealed, Apr 11 12

The tea thrown overboard in Boston harbor, Deccr_uber lb
* Boston Port Bill ” passed, March 31 .

First Continental Congress met at Philadelphia, Septembct 5
Battle of Lexington, April 19

Ticonderoga taken by Allen and Arnold, ‘\Iu" 10
Crown Point taken, May 12 . . s
‘Washington elected commander-in-chief, June 15.
Battle of Bunker Hill, June 17 e
‘Washington took command before Boston, July 2-3
Montreal surrendered to Montgomery, November 13
Battle of Quebec—Montzomery killed, December 31
Boston evacuated by the British troops, March 17.
Attack on Fort Moultrie, June 28. .

Declaration of Independence, July 4

Battle of Long Island, Angust 27

Battle of White Plains, October 28

Fort Washington taken, November 16
Washington's retreat through New J crsey

Battle of Trenton, December 26

Battle of Princeton, January 3

Murder of Miss McCrea, July 27

Batitle of Bennington, August 16 .

Battle of Brandywine, September 11

First battle of Saratoga, September 19
Philadelphia captured by the British, Septem ber
Battle of Germantown, October 4 .

Second battle of Saratoga, October 7

Surrender of Burgoyne, October 17 g

American Independence acknowledged by I‘n.ncc I‘L,bl uary 6

Battle of Monmouth, June28. . . . . . . .
Massacre of Wyoming, July 3 e T
French fleet arrived in Narragansett Bay, July 20.
British captured Savannah, Ga., December 29

Stony Point eaptured by General Wayne, July 15 .
Sullivan defeated the Indians near Elmira, August 29.
Paul Jones® victory, September 23 = ¥7 Il .
D'Estaing and Lincoln repulsed at Savannah, Oc*mher 9
Charleston surrendered to the British, May 12

Battle of Hanging Rock, 8. C., August 6

Battle of Camden, August 16 .
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André executed, October 2 S

Battle of King’s Mountain, October 7 .

Richmond burned by Arnold, January 5 .

Battle of the Cowpens, January 17

Greene's celebrated retreat, January and I'd_»l uary
Battle of Guilford Court-House, March 15

Battle of Eutaw Springs, September 8

Surrender of Cornwallis, October 19

Charleston, S. C., evacuated, December 14
Savannah evacuated by the British, July 11
Treaty of Peace signed at Paris September 3

New York evacuated by the British, November 25
‘Washington resigned his commission, December 23
Shays’ Rebellion in Massachusetts

Constitution of the United States ulwbtui. \,prmhm 17
Constitution adopted by nine States

REFERENCES FOR READING.

Lossing’s Field Book of the Revolution.—Garden’s Anecdotes of the Revolulion.—Grace
Greenwood’s Forest Tragedy. —Campbell’s Gertrude of Wyoming (Poem).—Halleck's Wyoming
(Poem).—Stmms* Life of Marion,” also his Serd s of Historical Tales.—Bryant's Song of Mar-
ion’s Men, and Seventy-six (Poen Magoon'’s Orators of American Revolution.—Headley's
Washington and his Generals.—Wirt's Life of Patrick Henry.—G. W. Greene's Historical View
o American Revolution, and Life of General Greene—Parton’s Life of Benjamin Franklin.—
Longfellow's Paul Revere's Ride, and Pulaski's Banner (Poems).—Headley's Life of La Fayelte.
—Hawthorne's Ticonderoga (Twice Told Tales).—Mrs. Fillet's Women of the American Revolu-
tion.—Watson'’s Camp Fires of the Revolulion.—Raymond's Women of the South.—Sabine's
Loyalists of the American Revolution.—Lee’s War in the Southern Department,—Drake’s Amer-
ican Flag (Poem).—Street’s Concord, Bennington, and American Independence (Poerms),—
Thoight's Columbia (Poem).—Washington's Farewell Address—Sears® History of the American
Eevolution.—Freneau's Poems.—Life of General Joseph Reed, by Win. B. Reed.— Cooper's novels
(The Spy, The Pilot, and Lionel Lincoln).—Motley's Morton's Hope, and Paulc ding's Old Conti-
nental (novel).—Winthrop Sargent’s Life of André, and Loyalist Poetry of the Revolufion—
Moore's Songs and Ballads, and Diary of the Revolution.— Whittier's Rangers (Poem).—Haw-
thorne’s Septimius Felton (Fiction).— Winthrop's Edwin Brothertoft (Fiction).—Barnes® Brief
History of France.—Barnes® Popular History of United States.—Harper's Magazine, Vol. 50,
The Concord Fight; Vol. 51, Echoes of Bunker Hill ; Vol. 53, Virginia in the Revolution;
Vol. 55, Battls of Bennington; Vol. 67, The Swamp Fox.—Atlantic Monthly, Vol. 37, Siege
of° Boston.—Martin’s Civil Government.—Carrington’s Battles of the Revolution.— Carringlon’s
Battle Maps and Charts—Lamb's History of the City of New York.—Lossing’s Our Country.—
Doyle's History of United States.—MeMaster’s History of the People of the United States.—
Bryant and Gay's Popular History of Uniled Stales.
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