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this issue.* The whig party ceased to exist. The republican
party, absorbing all who opposed the extension of slavery,
nominated John C. Fremont, who received the vote of eleven
States. The democratic party, retaining its organization,
nominated James Buchanan, who was elected President.

BUCHANAN'S ADMINISTRATION.
(FIFTEENTH PRESTDENT: 1857-1861)

Domestic Affairs.—Dred Scott} Decision—The Supreme
Court of the United States (1857), through Chief-Justice
Taney, declared that slave-owners might take their slaves
into any State in the Union without forfeiting their rights.
At the North, this was considered as removing the last barrier

* A third party, called the Know-Nothing or American party, was organized to
resist the influence of foreigners. It carried the vote of only one State, Maryland.
Its motto was ““ America for Americans®, The party aroused bitter feelings, but had
a transient existence.

t James Buchanan was born 1791; died 1868. The first ‘“bachelor-President
Was sixty-six years old when called to the executive chair. He had Jjust returned
to his native country, after an absence of some years as minister to England. Pre-
viously to that he had been well known in publie life, having been Representative,
Senator, and Secretary of State. As SenatorinJ ackson’s time, he heartily supported
his administration, With Van Buren. he warmly advoeated the idea of an independ-
ent treasury (p. 179), agains 08
he was urgently in favor o again coming into conflict
with Clay and Webster. H ally ¢ ed with them, however, in the compromise
of 1850 (p. 193), and urged t} ple to adopt it. Much was hoped from his election,
as he avowed the object of 1 aidministration to be ** to destroy any sectional party,
whether North or South, and to restore, if possible, that national fraternal feeling be-
tween the different States that had existed during the early days of the Republic?,

3ut popular passion and sectional jealousy were too strong to yield to pleasant per-
suasion. We shall see in the text how the heated nation was drawn into the horrors
of civil war. When Mr. Buchanan’s administration closed, the fearful conflict was
close at hand. He retired to his estate in Per sylv a, where he died.

1 Scott and his wife were slaves belonging to a surgeon in the United States army,
They were taken into and resided in Tllinocis and at Fort Snelling, in territory from
which, by the ordinance of 1787, slavery was forever excluded. Afterward, they were
carried into Missouri, where they and their children were held as slaves, They
claimed freedom on the ground that, by the act of their master. they had been earried
into free territory. The de n of the court against their claims created an intense
excitement throughout the country.
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to the extension of slavery, and as changing it from a local
to a national institution ; at the South, only as a right guar-
anteed them by the Constitution, whereby they should be
protected in the possession of their property in every State.

The Fugitive Slave Law had intensified the already heated
controversy, and the subject of slavery now absorbed all
others. The provision which commanded every good citizen
to aid in the arrest of fugitives was especially obnoxious to
the North. Disturbances arose whenever attempts were
made to restore runaways to their masters. Several of the
Northern States passed “Personal Liberty” bills, securing
to fugitive slaves, when arrested, the right of trial by jury.

John Brown, a man who had brooded over the exciting
scenes through which he had passed in Kansas until he
thought himself called upon to take the law into his own
hands, seized upon the United States Arsenal at IHarper’s
Ferry (1859), and proclaimed freedom to the slaves in the
vicinity. His feeble band was soon overpowered by United
States troops, and Brown himself was hanged as a traitor.
Though it was soon known that in his wild design he had
asked counsel of no one, yet at the time the Southern feel-
ing was aroused to frenzy, his act being looked upon as sig-
nificant of the sentiments of the North.

Political Parties.—The election again turned on the
question of slavery. The democratic party divided, and
made two nominations for President: Stephen A. Douglas,
who favored squatter sovereignty, and John C. Breckinridge,
who claimed that slavery could be carried into any territory.
The republican party nominated Abraham Lincoln, who held
that while slavery must be protected where it was, it ought
not to be carried into free territory.* Lincoln was elected.

* The Union party put up John Bell, of Tennessee. Its motto was, “The Union,
the Constitution, and the Enforcement of the Laws.”
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The South Secedes.—Throughout the fall campaign the
Southern leaders had threatened to secede if Mr. Lincoln
were elected.* They now

declared it was time to

leave a government which

had fallen into the hands

of their avewed enemies.

Since the days of Calhoun

they had been firm believ-

ers in the doctrine of State

rights, which taught that a

State could leave the Union

whenever it pleased. In

December (1860), South

Caroling led off, and, soon

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
after, Mississippi,” Florida,
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas passed ordinances
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of secession. In February (1861), delegates from these
States met at Montgomery, Ala., and formed a govern-
ment called the “Confederate States of America”. Jeffer-
son Davis, of Missis-

sippi, was chosen Pres-

ident, and Alexander

H. Stephens, of Geor-

gia, Vice-President.

United States forts, ar-

senals, custom-houses,

and ships were seized

by the States in which

they were situated.

Buchanan did nothing
to prevent the catas-

trophe. General Scott

was infirm, while the

regular army was ey bl Lo
small, and the troops were widely scattered. The navy had
been sent to distant ports. The Cabinet largely sympathized
with the secessionists. Numerous unsuccessful efforts were
made to effect a compromise. It was the general expectation
that there would be no war, and the cry, “No coercion”, was
general* Yet affairs steadily drifted on toward war.

Fort Sumter.—All eyes were now turned on Fort Sumter.
Here Major Anderson kept the United States flag flying
in Charleston harbor. He had been stationed in Fort Moul-
trie, but, fearing an attack, had crossed over to Fort Sum-

ter, a stronger position. The South Carolinians, looking

to the threat of secession or of war. PBoth sides sadly learned their mistake, only
too late.

* Even the New York Tribune declared—" Whenever any considerable section of
our Union shall deliberately resolve to go out, we shall r all coercive measures

to keep them in.”
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upon this as a hostile act, took possession of the remaining
forts, commenced erectin g batteries, and prepared to reduce
Fort Sumter. Major Anderson was compelled by his in-
St_].*uctions to remain a quiet spectator. The Star of the
West, an unarmed steamer, bearing supplies to the fort,
had been fired upon and driven back. The Southern leaders
declared that any attempt to relieve Fort Sumter would be
a declaration of war. The government seemed paralyzed
with fear. All now waited for the new President. ;

In the next Epoch, we shall learn about the terrible Civil
War caused by this effort to secede. During its progress,
slavery perished, and the issue of the conflict decided that
the nation should be henceforth “one and Inseparable ”.

The States admitted during the Fourth Epoch increased
the number in the Union, from thirteen to thirty-four.

Vermont, the fourteenth State, and the ﬁr.sfl.- under the
Constitution, was admitted to the Union, March 4,1791. Tt
was 80 called from its principal range of mountains (verd,
green, and mont, mountain). Champlain discovered and ex-
plored much of it in 1609. The first settlement was made
In 1724, in the present town of Brattleborough, where Fort
Dummer was erected. The region was claimed by both New
Hampshire and New York (p. 11 L O t.‘he inhabit-
ants declared the “New Hampshire Grants” aﬂ independent
State, under the title

i *New Connecticut, alias Vermont”;
and, n 17¢

0, New York consented to relinquish her claim

on the payment of $36.000.
Kentuclky,* the fifteenth State. was admitted to the
Union, June 1,1792. The name, “dark and bloody ground ”,
* It is a curious fact that the act for the admission of Kentucky was approved

February 4, 1791, but not to take effect until June 1, 1792:

it : ; while that admittin
Vermont was approved February 18, 1791, and to take effect March 4, 1791 ?
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had its origin in the fierce conflicts which took place between
the whites and the Indians. Daniel Boone, a famous hunter,
for two years rambled through the forests of this region, de-
lighted with its scenery and the abundance of game. After
many thrilling adventures and narrow escapes from the In-
dians, he established a fort at Boonesborough, and removed
his family thither in June, 1775. This was the first perma-
nent settlement in the State, then a part of Virginia, from
which it was not separated till 1790.

Tennessee, the sixteenth State, was admitted to the
Union, June 1, 1796. It was named from the river Ten-
nessee, the “river with the great bend”. Itis thought that
De Soto, in his wanderings, visited the spot where Memphis
now stands. The first permanent seftlement in the State*
was at Fort Loudon (low’don), thirty miles from the pres-
ent site of Knoxville, in 1756. In 1780, James Robertson
crossed the mountains with a party, and located where
Nashville now stands, but which was then a wilderness.
In 1789, North Carolina gave up her claim on the region,
and the next year it was joined with Kentucky to form an
independent territory. It received a distinet territorial
government two years before it became a State.

Ohio, the seventeenth State, was admitted to the Union,
February 19, 1803. It was so called from the river of that
name, signifying the “beautiful river”. The first explorations
were made by the French, under La Salle, about 1680. The
first permanent settlement was at Marietta, in 1788. It was
the first State carved out of the North-western Territory.t

Louwisiana, the eighteenth State, was admitted to the
Union, April 80,1812. The territory wasnamed in honor of

* This was the first permanent English settlement south of Pennsylvania and
west of the Alleghanies.

t This territory was created in 1787, and included all the publie land nerth of the
Ohio. It embraced the present States of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wiscon-
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Louis XIV., King of France. The French explored the river
Mississippi to the sea-in 1682 (p. 84), but their first settle-
ment was made by Iberville at Bilox'i, near its mouth, in
1699. New Orleans was founded in 1718.% - The territory
was ceded to Spain in 1763, but in 1800 was receded to
France. When the United States purchased it (p. 155),
Louisiana included all the region north and west between
the Mississippi and the Pacific (except those portions then
occupied by Spain: see California) and north to the British
possessions. In 1804, this region was divided into two parts
—the territory of Orleans, which included the present State
of Louisiana, and the district of Louisiana, which cor nprised
the remainder. The former was admitted to the Union as
Louisiana, and the name of the latter changed to Missouri.

Indiana, the nineteenth State, was admitted tothe Union,
December 11, 1816. The name is derived from the word
Indian. When Ohio was taken from the North-western Ter-
ritory, the remainder was called Indiana. Tt was reduced
to its present limits in 1809, and was the second State ad-
mitted from the North-western Territory. After the Indian
difficulties which hindered its early development had sub-
sided, its growth was very rapid. Between 1810 and 1820,
1ts population increased five hundred per cent.

Mississippi, the twentieth State, was admitted to the
Union, December 10,1817, Itisnamed from the Mississippi
River, “the Great Father of Waters”. De Soto was the first
European who traversed thisregion. In 1700, Chevalier de
Tonty, with a party of Canadian French, ascended the river
sin, and part of Minnesota. It was a part of New France before the French author-
ity ceased in 1763. The British held possession for twenty years, when the coun-
try was ceded to the United States (see Map of VIth Epoch, and p. 304).

* The colony was granted to the great Mississippi Company, organized by John
Law, at Paris, for the purpose of settling and deriving profit “rom the French POsSes-

sions in North America. When this bubble burst, the French crown resumed the
country. (See Brief History of France, p. 176.)
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to the Natchéz country, where they selected a site for a fort
and named it Rosalie. A settlement called St. Peter's was
made in 1703, on the Yazoo. In 1728, the Indians swept

_every vestige of civilization from the present limits of the

State. Under the French Governors who followed, fierce and
bloody wars were waged with the Natch'ez, Chick’a saw, and
Choc'taw Indians. In 17638, Louisiana east of the Mississippi,
including a part of what is now Mississippl and Alabama,
was ceded to the British, and became a part of Georgia.
The Mississippi Territory was created in 1798, and lands
were afterward added until it embraced the present States of
Mississippi and Alabama. The latter became a separate
Territory in March, 1817. '
Illinois, the twenty-first State, was admitted to the Union,
December 3, 1818. Its name is derived from its principal
river, signifying “ River of men ”. Its first settlements were
made by La Salle.* After the States of Ohio and Indiana,
and the Territory of Michigan had been taken from the
North-western Territory, the remainder was styled the TIlli-
nois Territory, and comprised the present States of Illinois,
Wisconsin, and a part of Minnesota. The settlement of this
Territbry was greatly impeded by Indian hostilities. The
massacre at Fort Dearborn (Chicago), 1812, and the Black
Hawk war are instances of the dangers and trials which beset
the pioneer. The great prosperity of the State dates from
the year 1850, when'munificent grants of land were made to
the Central Railroad. The prairie wilderness was rapidly
settled, and towns and cities sprung up as by magie.
Alabama, the twenty-second State, was admitted to the
Union, December 14,1819, Itsname isof Indian origin, and

* That enterprising traveler, after exploring the Illinois River, built a small Fort
which he called Creve Coeur (krave kur), and left it in command of the Chevalier
de Tonty. Three years afterward, he returned with some Canadians and founded
Kas kas’ki a, Ca ho’ki a, and other towns, which early became prosperous.
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signifies “ Here we rest”. It was originally a part of Georgia.
(See Mississippi.) The fierce contests with the Creek Indians,
ended by Jackson, gave to the State a vast and fertile region.
The first settlement was made by Bienville (be ang veel’) on
Mo bile’ Bay,in 1702. Nine years afterward, the present site
of Mobile was occupied. Mobile was the original seat of the
French colonization in Louisiana,and for many years the cap-
ital. Havingbeen ceded to Great Britain and then to Spain, in
1813 it was surrendered to General Wilkinson, and has since
remained in the possession of the United States (p. 305).

Maine, the twenty-third State, was admitted to the Union,
March 15,1820. (See p.60.)

* Missouri, the twenty-fourth State, was admitted to the
Union, August 10,1821. Its name is derived from its prin-
cipal river, and means “Muddy water”. Itsoldest town, St.
Genevieve, was founded in 1755. St Louis was settled nine
years after, but was not incorporated as a town until 1809 ;
its first newspaper was published in 1808, and the first steam-
boat arrived at its wharfin 1817. The District of Louisiana
was organized as Louisiana Territory in 1805, with St. Louis
as its capital. When Louisiana became a State, the name of
the Territory was changed to Missouri.

Arkansas, the twenty-fifth State; was admitted to the
Union, June 15,1836. It took its name from a now extinct
tribe of Indians. It was discovered and settled by the French
under Chevalier de Tonty, as earlyas 1685. It followed the
fate of the other portions of Louisiana. On the admission of

the State of Missouri, Arkansas was organized as a Territory,
including the present State and a part of Indian Territory.

Michigan, the twenty-sixth State, was admitted to the
Union, January 26,1837. Its name is of Indian origin, sig-
nifying “Great Lake”. It was early visited by missionaries
(p. 33) and fur traders. Detroit was founded in 1701 by
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Cadillac. This region, first a part of the North-western Ter-
ritory, then of Indiana Territory, was organized as a separate
Territory in 1805. The country north of the present States
of Indiana and Illinois was afterward annexed to Michigan.
The act of admission gave the State its present boundaries.
Florida, the twenty-seventh State, was admitted to the
Union, March 8, 1845. The Spanish word “florida,” means
“blooming” (p. 27). Its early visitors—Ponce de Leon,
De Narvaez, and De Soto—its first settlement at St. Angus-
tine, its history under the Spaniards, and the Seminole war
have been incidentally described. The Territories of East
and West Florida were organized March 30, 1822,
Texas, the twenty-eighth State, was admitted to the
Union, December 29, 1845. It was explored by De Leon,
and La Salle. The latter, intending to found a French set-
tlement at the mouth of the Mississippi, sailed by it un-
awares, and, landing at Mata gor'da Bay, built Fort St. Louis
on the Lavaca. The Spaniards afterward explored and par-
tially settled the country, establishing missions at various
points. These did not prosper, however, and the region was
populated mainly by roving bands of Indians. Civil war had
impoverished the few settlers who were unable to flee from
the country, and Galveston was nearly deserted, when, in
1820, Moses Austin, a native of Connecticut, obtained from
the Spanish authorities in Mexico a grant of land. Emigra-
tion from the United States was encouraged, and, in 1830,
there were twenty thousand Americansin Texas. The jeal-
ousy of Mexico being excited, acts of oppression followed,
and, in 1835, the Texans were driven to declare their inde-
pendence. After a year of severe fighting* and alternating
* Santa Anna, with four thousand men, having attacked the A 13’mo, a fort garri-
soned by only one hundred and seventy-two men, every one of that gallant few died

at his post except seven, who were killed while asking for quarter. Here David
Crockett, the famous hunter, who had volunteered to fight with the Texans for their
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victories, Santa Anna was conquered. The next year,

(1837), Texas sought admission into the Union. In 1844,
the question was revived. The close of Tyler's adminis-
tration was marked by the signing of an act for its admis-
sion. This bill was ratified by a convention of the State
in July of the same year.

Iowa, the twenty-ninth State, was admitted to the Union,
December 28, 1846, Itsname isof Indian origin, signifying
“Drowsy ones”. Julien Dubuque’, a Canadian Frenchman,
obtained, in 1788, a large tract of land, including the present
site of Dubuque. He there built a fort and traded with the
Indians till 1810. The first permanent settlement was made
at Burlington in 1888, by emigrants from Illinois. The
same year, Dubuque was founded. This Territory belonged
to the Liouisiana tract and partook of its fortunes. It was
successively a part of Missouri, Michigan, and Wisconsin
Territories, but was organized separately in 1888. It then
included all of Minnesota west of the Mississippi River, but
when admitted as a State was reduced to its present limits.

Wisconsin, the thirtieth State, was admitted to the
Union, May 29, 1848. Its name is derived from its prin-
cipal river, and signifies “The gathering of the waters”.
It was explored by French missionaries and traders as
early as 1639. Green Bay was founded in 1745. This
region was also a part of the North-western Territory. It
was comprised in the Territory of Illinois, then of Mich-
igan, and in 1836 became a separate Territory.

Californie, the thirty-first State, was admitted to the
Union, September 9, 1850 (p. 190). Sir Francis Drake, in
1579, sailed along its coast, naming 1t New Albion (p. 85).
Iiberty, fell, pierced with wounds, but surrounded by the corpses of those whom he
had cut down ere he was overpowered. In the battle of San Jacinto, Santa Anna,

with fifteen hundred men, was defeated by eight hundred, under General Sam Hous-
ton.
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In 1769, the Spaniards established the mission of San Diego
(de a’go), and in 1776, one at San Francisco.* In 1803,
they had eighteen missions with over 15,000 converts,
and the government of the country was in the hands of

Ban FEANUISCO BAY AND CITY.

Franciscan monks. The Mexican revolution, in 1822, over-
threw the Spanish power in California, and, soon after, the

* In 1835, a shanty owned by one Richardson was the only human habitation,
and the vast bay was a solitude. The first survey of streets and town lots was in
1839. The principal trade was in exporting hides, and that was small. Tn 1846,
an American man-of-war entered the harbor, and took possession in the name of
the United States. The town was known as Yerba Buena (good Zerd) until 1847,
its present name. About thatti it had a population of
scovery of n 1848 g he city its firs art. Within eighteen
r December, 1849, the 216,000,000 of property,

, was the enterprise of

when it was changed t
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Franciscans were stripped of their wealth and influence. In

1881, the white population did not exceed five thousand.

From 1843 to 1846, many emigrants from the United States

settled in California, and, under the leadership of Fremont
and others, wrested the country from Mexico (p. 188). By
the treaty at the close of the Mexican war, Upper Cali-
fornia was ceded to the United States. It embraced what
is now known as California, Nevada, Arizona, Utah, and
parts of Kansas, Wy oming, Colorado, and New Mexico.

(Maps of IVth and VIth Epochs.)

\“Minnesota, the thirty-second State, was admitted to the
Union, May 11, 1858. It ig 8o called from the river of that
name, and signifies “ Cloudy water”. In 1680,La Salle and
Hennepin penetrated this region. Other travelers followed,
but only within this century has the whole country heen
thoroughly explored. FortSnelling was establishedin 1819.
The first building in St. Paul was erected about 1838.
The Territory of Minnesota was organized in 1849, with the
Missouri and White rivers for its western boundary, thus
embracing nearly twice the area of the present State. Af
this time, its population was less than five thousand, consist-
ing of whites and half-breeds settled about the various mis-
sions and trading-posts. In 1851, the Sioux (sco) ceded a
large tract of land to the United States. After this, the
population increased so rapidly that in six years Minne-
sota applied for admission into the Union.

Oregdon, the thirty-third State, was admitted to the Union,
February 14, 1859. It is said to derive its name from the
Spanish orEGANO, wild marjoram, abundant on its coast. - It
was claimed as part of the Louisiana Purchase (VIth Epoch
map), though little was known of this vast region. In
1792, Captain Gray, of Boston, entered the river to which
he gave the name of his ship—Columbia. On his return, he
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made such a flattering report that there was a general desire
to know more of the country. In 1804, the year after the
Louisiana purchase, Jefferson sent an exploring party, under
the command of Lewis and Clarke (see page 804), which
followed the Missouri to its source and descended the Colum-
bia to the Pacific. The history of their adventures is one of

- the most romantic of the century. An extensive fur-trade

soon began, Fort Astoria wasbuiltin 1811 by the American
Fur Company, of which John Jacob Astor was & prominent
member. Hunters and trappers in the employ of American
and British companies roamed over the whole region. Fort
Vancouver was occupied by the Hudson Bay Company, &
British organization, till 1860. In18 36-'39, American e'm-
igration set overland to thisregion. The danger of war which
had seriously threatened its dawning prosperity was averted
when the north-west boundary was settled by the treaty of
1846. In 1848, itwasorganized as a Territory, and included
all the possessions of the United States west of the Rocky
Mountains. In 1850, Congress granted three hundred and
twenty acres to every man, and the same to his wife, on condi-
tion of residence on the land for four years. Eight thousand
claims were made for farms. In 18538, Washington Territory
was organized north of Columbia River. When Oregon was
admitted as a State, it was reduced to its present limits.
Kansas, the thirty-fourth State, was admitted to the
Union, January 29, 1861. The name is of Indian origin,and
is said to mean “Smoky water”. This region was also a part
of the Louisiana purchase. After the States of Louisiana,
Arkansas, Missouri, Towa, and Minnesota had been carved
from it, there was left a vast, unoccupied tract at the west,
which was organized by the Kansas and Nebraska Act (?f
1{854. The history of the strife which decided whether it
should be slave or free has been narrated (p. 195).




