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me, madame, that my gratitude equals the sen-
timents of which I beg you to receive, in ad-
vance, the most sincere attestation.”

Under these circumstances Hortense could
not doubt that she might venture to appeal to
the magnanimity of the king.
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CHAPTER IX..
LirE AT ARENEMBERG.

IT must be confessed that the position of
Louis Philippe was painful when he re-
ceived the note from Hortense announcing that
she and her son were in Paris. An insurrec-
tion in the streets of Paris had overthrown the
throne of the Bourbons, and with it the doc-
trine of legitimacy. Louis Philippe had been
placed upon the vacant throne, not by the voice
of the French people, but by a small ¢lique in
Paris. There was danger that allied Europe
would again rouse itself to restore the Bour-
bons. Louis Philippe could make no appeal
to the masses of the people for support, for he
was not the king of their choice. Should he
do any thing indicative of friendship for the
Bonapartes, it might exasperate all dynastic
Europe; and should the French people learn
that an heir of the Empire was in France, their
enthusiasm might produce convulsions the end
of which no one could foresee.

Thus unstably seated upon his throne, Louis
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Philippe was in a state of great embarrassment.
He felt that he could not consult the impulses
of his heart, but that he must listen to the cold-
er dictates of prudence. He therefore did not
venture persomally to call upon Queen Hor-
tense, but sent Casimir Périer, president of his
council, to see her. As Périer entered her
apartment, Hortense said to him:

“Sir, I am a mother. My only means of
saving my son was to come to France. Iknow
very well that I have transgressed a law. I
am well aware of the risks we run. You have
a right to cause our arrest. It would be just.”

“Just?” responded the minister, “ no; legal ?
yes.” The result of some anxious deliberation
was that, in consideration of the alarming sick-
ness of the young prince, they were to be per-
mitted, provided they preserved the strictest
incognito, to remain in the city one week.
The king also granted Hortense a private
audience. He himself knew full well the sor-
rows of exile. He spoke feelingly of the weary
years which he and his family had spent in
banishment from France.

“I have experienced,” said he to Hortense,
“all the griefs of exile. - And it is not in ac-
cordance with my wishes that yours have not
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yet ceased.” Hortense also saw the queen and
the king’s sister. There were but these four
persons who were allowed to know that Hor-
tense was in Paris. And but two of these, the
king and his minister, knew that Prince Louis
Napoleon*was in thecity. But justthen came
the 5th of May. It wasthe anniversary of the
death of the Emperor at St. Helena. As ever,
in this anniversary, immense crowds of the
Parisian people gathered around the column
on the Place Vend6me with theig homage to
their beloved Emperor, and covering the rail-
ing with wreaths of immortelles and other
flowers. Had the populace known that from
his window an heir of the great Emperor was
looking upon them, it would have created a
flame of enthusiasm which scarcely any earth-
ly power could have quenched. -
The anxiety of the king, in view of the peril,
was so great, that Hortense was informed that
the public safety required that she should im-
mediately leave France, notwithstanding the
continued sickness of her son. The order was
imperative. But both the king and the minis-
ter offered her money, that she might continue
her journey to London. But Hortense did
not need pecuniary aid. She had just cashed




296 HoRTENSE. [1831.

Letter from Lounis Napoleon.

at the bank an order for sixteen thousand
francs. Before leaving the city, Louis Napo-
leon wrote to the king a very eloquent and
dignified letter, in which he claimed his right,
as a French citizen, who had never committed

any crime, of residing in his native®land. He .

recognized the king as the representative of a
great nation, and earnestly offered his services
in defense of his country in the ranks of the
army. He avowed that in Italy he had es-
poused thegcause of the people in opposition
to aristocratic usurpation, and he demanded the
privilege of taking his position, as a French
citizen, beneath the tri-color of France.

No reply was returned to this letter. Tt is
said that the spirit and energy it displayed mag-
nified the alarm of the king, and increased his
urgency to remove the writer, as speedily as
possible, from the soil of France.

On the 6th of May Hortense and her son
left Paris, and proceeded that day to Chantilly.
Travelling slowly, they were four daysin reach-
ing Calais, where they embarked for England.
Upon their arrival in London, both Hortense
and her son met with a very flattering recep-
tion from gentlemen of all parties. For some
time they were the guests of the Duke of Bed-

I
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ford, at Woburn Abbey. Talleyrand, who was
then Hrench ambassador at the Court of St.
James, with characteristic diplomatic caution
called himself, and by means of an agent sought
to ascertain what were the secret plans and
purposes of Queen Hortense. )

Several months were passed very profitably
in England, and as pleasantly as was possible
for persons who had been so long buffetted by
the storms of adversity, who were exiles from
their native land, and who knew not in what
direction to look for a home of safety. While
in this state of perplexity, both mother and son
were exceedingly gratified by receiving from
the Canton of Thurgovia the following docu-
ment, conferring the rights of citizenship upon
the young prince. The document bore the
date of Thurgovia, April 30th, 1832.

“We, the President of the Council of the
Canton of Thurgovia, declare that, the Com-
mune of Sallenstein having offered the right
of communal citizenship to his highness, Prince
Louis Napoleon, out of gratitude for the nu-
merous favors conferred upon the canton by
the family of the Duchess of St. Leu, since her
residence in Arenemberg; and the grand coun-
cil having afterwards, by its unanimous vote
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of the 14th of April, sanctioned this award, and
decreed unanimously to his highness the right
of honorary burghership of the canton, with
the desire of proving how highly it honors the
generous character of this family, and how
highly it appreciates the preference they have
shown for the canton; declares that his high-
ness, Prince Louis Napoleon, son of the Duke
and Duchess of St. Leu, is acknowledged as a
citizen of the Canton of Thurgovia.”

The prince, in the response which he made
in the name«of his mother and himsclf, ex-
pressed their gratitude for the kindness with
which they had ever been treated, and thank-
ed them especially for the honor which they
had conferred upon him, in making him the
“citizen of a free nation.” As a testimonial
of his esteem he sent to the authoritics of the
canton two brass six-pounder cannon, with
complete trains and equipage. He also found-
ed a free school in the village of Sallenstein.

Encouraged by these expressions of kindly
feeling, both Hortense and her son were very
desirous to return to their quiet and much-

loved retreat at Arenemberg. The prince, *

however, who never allowed himself to waste
a moment of time, devoted himself, during this
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short visit to England, assiduously to the study
of the workings of British institutions, and to
the progress which the nation had attained in
the sciences and the arts. It was not easy for
Hortense and her son to return to Arenemberg.
The Government of Louis Philippe would not
permit them to pass through France. Austria
vigilantly and indignantly watched every path-
way through Italy. They made application
for permission to pass through Belgium, but
this was denied them. The Belgian throne,
which was afterwards offered to Leopold, was
then vacant. It was feared that the people
would rally at the magic name of Napoleon,
and insigt that the crown should be placed
upon the brow of the young prince.

In this sore dilemma, Louis Philippe at last
consented, very reluctantly, that they might

.pass hurriedly through France, Hortense as-

suming the name of the Baroness of Arenem-
berg, and both giving their pledge not to enter
Paris. Having obtained the necessary pass-
ports, Hortense, with her son, left London in
August, and, crossing the Channel, landed at
Calais, thus placing their feet once more upon
thé soil of their native land, from which they
were exiled by Bourbon power simply because
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they bore the name of Bonaparte, which all
France so greatly revered. In conformity with
their agreement they avoided Paris, though
they visited the tomb of Josephine, at Ruel.

They had scarcely reached Switzerland when
a deputation of distinguished Poles called upon
the young prince, urging him to place himself
at the head of their nation, then in arms, en-
deavoring to regain independence. The letter
containing this offer was dated August 31,
1831. It was signed by General Kniazewiez,
Count Plater, and many other of the most il:
lustrious men of Poland.

“To whom,” it was said, “can the direction
of our enterprise be better intrusted than to
the nephew of the greatest captain of all ages?
A young Bonaparte appearing in our country,
tri-color in hand, would produce a moral ef-
fect of incaleulable consequences. Come, then,
young hero, hope of our country. Trust to
the waves, which already know your name,
the fortunes of Ceesar, and what is more, the
destinies of liberty. You will gain the grati-
tude of your brethren in arms and the admira-
tion of the world.”

The chivalric spirit of the young prince %was
aroused. Notwithstanding the desperation of
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the enterprise and the great anxiety of his
mother, Louis Napoleon left Arenemberg to
join the Poles. He had not proceeded far
when he received the intelligence that War-
saw Was captured and that the patriots were
crushed. Sadly he returned to Arenemberg.
Again, as ever, he sought solace for his disap-

“pointment in intense application to study. In

August, 1832, Madame Récamier with M. de
Chateaubriand made a visit to Hortense, at the
chateau of Arenemberg. The biographer of
Madame Récamier in the following terms re-
cords this visit:

“In August, 1832, Madame Récamier de-
cided to make a trip to Switzerland, where she
was to meet M. de Chateaubriand, who was al-
ready wandering in the mountains. She went
to Constance. The chateau of Arenemberg,
where the Duchess of St. Leu passed her sum-
mers, and which she had bought and put in
order, overlooks Lake Constance. It was im-
possible for Madame Récamier not to give a
few days to this kind and amiable person, es-
pecially in her forlorn and isolated position.
The duchess, too, had lost, the year previous,
her eldest son, Napoleon, who died in Ttaly.

“When M. de Chateaubriand joined Madame
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RCc‘.m 1er at Constance, he was mv1ted to dmc
with her at the castle. Hortense received him
with the most gracious kindness, and read to
him some extracts from her own memoirs.
The establishment at Arenemberg was elegant,
and on a large though not ostentatious scale.
Hortense's manners, in her own house, were
simple and affectionate. She talked too much,
perhaps, about her taste for a life of retirement,
love of nature, and aversion to greatness, to be
wholly believed. ~ After all these protestations,
her visitor could not perceive without surprise
the care the duchess and her household. took
to treat Prince Louis like a sovereign. He
had the precedence of every one.

“The prince, polite, accomplished, and taci-
turn, appeared to Madame Récamier to be a
very different person from his elder brother,
whom she had known in Rome, young, gen-
erous, and enthusiastic. The prince sketched
for her, in sepia, a view of Lake Constance,
overlooked by the chateau of Arenemberg.
In the fbmnmunrl a shepherd, leaning against
a tree, is watching his flock and playing on
the ﬂuto This dcstgn, pleasantly associated
with Madame Récamier’s visit, is now histori-
cally interesting. For the last ten years the
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signature of the author has been affixed to

very different things.”

But a month before this visit, in July, 1832,
Napoleon’s only son, the Duke of Reichstadt,
died at the age of twenty-one years. All con-
cur in testifying to his noble character. He
died sadly, ever cherishing the memory of his
illustrious sire, who had passed to the grave
through the long agony of St. Helena, The
death of the Duke of Reichstadt brought Louis
Napoleon one step nearer to the throne of the
Empire, according to the vote of the French.
There were now but two heirs between him
and the crown—his uncle Joseph and his fa-
ther Lounis. Both of these were advanced in
life, and the latter exceedingly infirm. The
legitimists denied that the people had any
right to establish a dynasty; but it was clear
that whatever rights popular suffrage could
confer would descend to Louis Napoleon upon
the death of Joseph and of Louis Bonaparte.

- Lounis Napoleon had no doubt that the im-

mense majority of the French people would
improve the first possible opportunity to re-
establish the Empire; and consequently the
conviction which he so confidently cherished,
that he was destined to be the Emperor of
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France, was not a vague and baseless impres-
sion, but the dictate of sound judgment.

The Holy Alliance now contemplated Lonis
Napoleon with great anxiety, and kept a very
close watch upon all his movements. The Gov-
ernment of Louis Philippe was even more un-
popular in France than the Government of the
elder branch of the Bourbons had been. The
crown had not been placed upon his brow either
by legitimacy or by popular suffrage, and there
were but few whom he could rally to his sup-
port.

With never-flagging zeal the prince prose-
cuted his studies in the peaceful retreat at
Arenemberg, that he might be prepared for
the high destiny which he believed awaited
him. He published several very important
treatises, which attracted the attention of Eu-
rope, and which gave him a high position, not
merely as a man of letters, but as a statesman
of profound views. The Spectatenr Militaire, in
the review of the  Manual of Artillery,” by
Prince Louis Napoleon, says:

“In looking over this book, it is impossible
not to be struck with the laborious industry of
which it is the fruit. Of this we can get an
idea by the list of authors, French, German, and

Sty
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English, which he has consulted. And this list
is no vain catalogue. We can find in the text
the ideas, and often the very expressions, of
the authorities which he has quoted. When
we consider how much study and perseverance
must have been employed to succeed in pro-
ducing only the literary part (for even the illus-
trations scattered through the work are from
the author’s own designs) of a book which re-
quires such profound and varied attainments,
and when we remember that this author was
born on the steps of a throne, we can not help
being seized with admiration for the man who
thus bravely meets the shocks of adversity.”

A gentleman, in a work entitled “Letters
from London,” in the following language de-
seribes the prince’s mode of life at Arenem-
berg : 5

“From his tenderest youth Prince Louis Na-
poleon has despised the habits of an effeminate
life. ~Although his mother allowed him a con-
siderable sum for his amusements, these were
the last things he thought of.  All this money
was spent in acts of beneficence, in founding
schools or houses of refuge, in printing his
military or political works, or in making scien-
tific experiments, Iis mode of life was always
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