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1. Comenius. Grosse UnterricMskhre. Mit einer Einleitung. "J. Comenius, 

sein Leben und Werken," von LINDNER. Price $1.50. 

2. Helvetius. Von Menschen, seinen Geisteskräften und seiner Erziehung. 

Mit einer Einleitung, " Cl. Adr. Helvetius, 1715-1771. Ein Zeit- und Lebens-

bild," von LINDNER. lämo, pp. 339. Price §1.50. 

3. Pestalozzi. Wie Gertrud ihre Kinder lehrt. Mit einer Einleitung, 

"J . H. Pestalozzis Leben, Werke, und Grundsätze," von RIEDEL. Price $1.25. 

4. Niemeyer. Grundsätze die Erziehung -und des Unterrichtes. Mit 

einer Einleitung "Aug. Herrn. Hiemeyer, sein Leben und Werken," von 

LINDNER. 2 v o l s . Pr ice $3-00. 

5. Diestenoeg. Ehenische Blätter. Mit einer Einleitung, " F . A. W. 

D i e s t e r w e g , " v o n JESSEN. Pr ice $1.25. 

6. Jacotot. Universal Unterricht. Mit einer " Darstellung des Lebens 

und der Lehre Jacotot's," von GOEIUNG. 12mo, pp. 364. Price $3.75. 

7. Fröbel. Pädagogische Schriften. Herausgegeben von SEIDEL. 3 

vols. Price $7.00. 

8. Fichte. Pädagogisch Schriften und Ideen. Mit "biographischer 

Einleitung und gedrängter Darstellung von Fichte's Pädagogik," von KEF-

ERSTEIN. Price $3.00. 

9. Martin Luther. Pädagogische Schrift«. Mit Einleitung von SCHÜ-

MANN . P r i c e $ 1 . 5 0 . 

10. Herder als Pädagog. Von MORRES. Price 75 cts. 

11. Geschichte der Pädagogik, in Biographen, L'ebersichten, und Proben 

aus pädagogischen Hauptwerken. Von XIEDERGESAESS. Price $2.50. 

11. Lexikon der Pädagogik. Von SANDER. Price $3.50. 

For sale by 

C . W . B A R D E E N , P u b l i s l i e r , S y r a c u s e , N . Y . 

P R E F A C E TO T H E A M E R I C A N EDITION. 

It w i l l be l o n g b e f o r e w e h a v e a b i o g r a p h y of F r o e b e l 

to c o m p a r e w i t h D e G u i m p ' s Pestalozzi, o f w h i c h an E n g -

l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n has j u s t a p p e a r e d . M e a n t i m e w e m u s t 

c o n t e n t o u r s e l v e s w i t h t w o l o n g a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l l e t t e r s 

c o n t a i n e d in th is v o l u m e , w h i c h , t h o u g h i n c o m p l e t e , h a v e 

y e t the p e c u l i a r c h a r m that c o m e s f r o m the c a n d i d r e c o r d 

of g e n u i n e i m p r e s s i o n s . 

T h e first o f these letters , that to the D u k e of M e i n i n g e n , 

has a l r e a d y a p p e a r e d in E n g l i s h , in a t r a n s l a t i o n b y M i s s 

L u c y W h e e l o c k f o r B a r n a r d ' s American Journal of Edu-

cation, s i n c e r e p r i n t e d in p p . 21-48 o f his Kindergarten and 

Child Culture, f s e e p. 146J, and in a s m a l l v o l u m e u n d e r 

the t i t le Autobiography of Froebel (see p. 146). W h i l e a 

f a i t h f u l a t t e m p t to r e p r o d u c e t h e o r i g i n a l , th is t r a n s l a t i o n 

s t r u g g l e d in v a i n to t r a n s f o r m F r o e b e l ' s r u g g e d a n d 

s o m e t i m e s s e e m i n g l y i n c o h e r e n t s e n t e n c e s i n t o a d e q u a t e 

a n d a t t r a c t i v e E n g l i s h , so that the l o n g l e t t e r has p r o v e d 

to m o s t E n g l i s h r e a d e r s f o r m i d a b l e a n d r e p e l l a n t . B u t in 

t h e o r i g i n a l it is o n e of the m o s t c h a r m i n g p r o d u c t i o n s in 

l i t e r a t u r e , c a n d i d a n d c o n f i d e n t i a l in t o n e , a n d d e t a i l i n g 

t h o s e i n n e r g r o p i n g s f o r ideas that b e c a m e c o n v i c t i o n s 

w h i c h o n l y a n a u t o b i o g r a p h y can r e v e a l . T h e s e q u a l i t i e s 

are so a d m i r a b l y p r e s e r v e d in the t r a n s l a t i o n b y M i s s 

E m i l y M i c h a e l i s a n d H . K e a t l e y M o o r e that it s e e m e d to 

l e a v e n o t h i n g to be d e s i r e d . T h e y h a v e n o t o n l y g i v e n 

a f a i t h f u l r e n d e r i n g , b u t t h e y h a v e i m p r e s s e d u p o n it the 

l o v i n g t o u c h of f a i t h f u l d i s c i p l e s . A c c o r d i n g l y I p u r -

c h a s e d f r o m the E n g l i s h p u b l i s h e r s the A m e r i c a n r i g h t s 

to th is t r a n s l a t i o n ; a n d have r e p r o d u c e d n o t o n l y t h i s 

(vii) 



letter , but that to the p h i l o s o p h e r K r a u s e , w i t h B a r o p ' s 

" C r i t i c a l M o m e n t s , " and the " C h r o n o l o g i c a l A b s t r a c t , " 

al l f rom d u p l i c a t e s o f the E n g l i s h plates. 

T h e rest of the v o l u m e appears for the first t ime. T h e 

B i b l i o g r a p h y seemed desirable, and is conf ined to attain-

able b o o k s l i k e l y to be of v a l u e to A m e r i c a n teachers 

T h e Index is ful l , but not f u l l e r than the f r a g m e n t a r y 

character of the material seemed to require. T h e T a b l e 

of C o n t e n t s wi l l a lso serve to m a k e re ference easy to the 

p r i n c i p a l evens of F r o e b e l ' s h is tory . 

In the l ives o f P e s t a l o z z i and of Froebe l m a n y resem-

blances may be traced. Both w e r e sons of c l e r g y m e n 

B o t h were hal f-orphans from their earl iest r e c o l l e c t i o n s 

B o t h were u n h a p p y in c h i l d h o o d , were misunderstood, 

c o m p a n i o n l e s s , a w k w a r d , c l u m s y , r id iculed. B o t h w e r e 

as b o y s t h r o w n into the a lmost e x c l u s i v e s o c i e t y o f 

w o m e n , and both retained to the last s t r o n g l y f e m i n i n e 

character is t ics . B o t h were t h r o u g h o u t life l a c k i n g in 

e x e c u t i v e abi l i ty ; both were financially i m p r o v i d e n t . B o t h 

were dependent for what they did a c c o m p l i s h upon fr iends 

and both had the p o w e r of i n s p i r i n g and r e t a i n i n g fr iend-

ships that were heroic , P e s t a l o z z i ' s Kr i i s i c o r r e s p o n d i n g 

with F r o e b e l ' s Middendorf . B o t h became teachers o n l y by 

acc ident , and after fa i lure in other profess ions. B o t h 'saw 

repeated disaster in the schools they establ ished, and both 

w e r e to their last days pointed at as v i s i o n a r y theorists 

of unsound mind. Both fai led to real ize their ideas, but both 

planted their ideas so d e e p l y in the m i n d s of others that 

they took e n d u r i n g root. B o t h l a c k e d k n o w l e d g e of 

men, but both k n e w and l o v e d chi ldren, and w e r e h a p p i -

est when personal ly and alone they had c h i l d r e n under their 

c h a r g e . B o t h de l ighted in nature, and found in so l i tary 

c o n t e m p l a t i o n of flowers and w o o d s and m o u n t a i n s re l ie f 

f rom the d isappointments they e n c o u n t e r e d amon<r their 

f e l l o w s . 

B u t there were contrasts too. P e s t a l o z z i had no f a m i l y 

ties, w h i l e F r o e b e l maintained to the last the c losest rela-

t i o n s with several brothers and their households . Pesta-

l o z z i married at twenty- three a w o m a n o lder than himself , 

on w h o m he thereafter rel ied in a l l his troubles. F r o e b e l 

deferred his marr iage t i l l th i r ty-s ix and then seems to have 

regarded his wi fe m o r e as an a d v a n t a g e to his school than 

as a help-meet to himself . 

Pesta lozz i w a s diff ident, and in dress and manner care less 

to the point of s l o v e n l i n e s s ; F r o e b e l w a s e x t r a v a g a n t in 

his sel f-confidence, and at t imes a l m o s t a dandy in att ire. 

P e s t a l o z z i w a s a l w a y s honest and candid, w h i l e F r o e b e l 

w a s as a boy u n t r u t h f u l . P e s t a l o z z i w a s t o u c h i n g l y h u m -

ble, and eager to ascribe the p r a c t i c a l fa i lure of his theor ies 

t o his personal i n e f f i c i e n c y ; F r o e b e l never a c k n o w l e d g e d 

h i m s e l f in the w r o n g , but a l w a y s attr ibuted fa i lure to e x -

ternal causes. O n the other hand, w h i l e F r o e b e l w a s 

e q u a b l e in t e m p e r m e n t , P e s t a l o z z i w a s m o o d y and im-

press ionable , flying f rom e x t r e m e ga iety to e x t r e m e dejec-

t ion, s l a m m i n g the door if d ispleased w i t h a lesson a 

teacher w a s g i v i n g , but c o m i n g back to a p o l o g i z e if he 

met a chi ld w h o smiled upon him. U n d e r R o u s s e a u ' s in-

f l u e n c e P e s t a l o z z i w a s inc l ined to skept ic i sm, and l imited 

r e l i g i o u s t e a c h i n g in s c h o o l to the r e a d i n g of the g o s p e l s , 

and the p r a c t i c e of C h r i s t i a n i t y ; F r o e b e l w a s d e e p l y pious, 

and made it f u n d a m e n t a l that e d u c a t i o n s h o u l d be f o u n d e d 

p l a i n l y and a v o w e d l y u p o n r e l i g i o n . 

I n t e l l e c t u a l l y the contrast is even stronger . W h i l e 

F r o e b e l had a univers i ty educat ion , Pes ta lozz i w a s an 

e m i n e n t l y ignorant m a n ; his p e n m a n s h i p w a s a l m o s t 

i l l e g i b l e , he c o u l d not do s i m p l e s u m s in m u l t i p l i c a t i o n , 

he c o u l d not sing, he c o u l d not draw, he w o r e out a l l his 

h a n d k e r c h i e f s g a t h e r i n g pebbles and then never l o o k e d at 

them af terward. F r o e b e l w a s not o n l y a reader b u t a 

sc ient i f ic reader, a l w a y s s e e k i n g first to find out w h a t 



o t h e r s h a d d i s c o v e r e d t h a t h e m i g h t b e g i n w h e r e t h e y 

l e f t o f f ; P e s t a l o z z i b o a s t e d t h a t h e h a d n o t r e a d a b o o k i n 

f o r t y y e a r s . N a t u r a l l y , t h e r e f o r e , P e s t a l o z z i w a s a l w a y s 

a n e x p e r i m e n t e r , p r o f i t i n g b y h i s f a i l u r e s b u t a l w a y s f a i l i n g 

i n h i s first a t t e m p t s , a n d h i t t i n g u p o n h i s m o s t c h a r a c t e r -

i s t i c p r i n c i p l e s b y a c c i d e n t ; w h i l e F r o e b e l w a s a t h e o r i s t , 

e l a b o r a t i n g h i s i d e a s m e n t a l l y b e f o r e p u t t i n g t h e m i n 

p r a c t i c e , a n d n e v e r s a t i s f i e d t i l l h e h a d p r o p e r l y l o c a t e d 

t h e m i n h i s g e n e r a l s c h e m e o f p h i l o s o p h y . 

A n d y e t , c u r i o u s l y e n o u g h , i t i s P e s t a l o z z i w h o w a s t h e 

a u t h o r . H i s " L e o n a r d a n d G e r t r u d e " w a s r e a d b y e v e r y 

c o t t a g e fireside, w h i l e F r o e b e l ' s w r i t i n g s w e r e i n t e l l i g i b l e 

o n l y t o h i s d i s c i p l e s . P e s t a l o z z i h a d a n e x u b e r a n t i m a g -

i n a t i o n a n d d e l i g h t f u l d i r e c t n e s s a n d s i m p l i c i t y o f e x -

p r e s s i o n ; F r o e b e l ' s s t y l e w a s l a b o r e d a n d o b s c u r e , a n d 

h i s d o c t r i n e s m a y b e b e t t e r k n o w n t h r o u g h t h e " C h i l d a n d 

C h i l d N a t u r e " o f t h e B a r o n e s s M a r e n h o l z v o n B u e l o w 

t h a n t h r o u g h h i s o w n " E d u c a t i o n o f M a n . " 

T h e a c c o u n t o f F r o e b e l ' s l i f e g i v e n i n t h i s v o l u m e i s 

s u p p l e m e n t e d s o m e w h a t b y t h e " R e m i n i s c e n c e s " o f t h i s 

s a m e B a r o n e s s , w h o b e c a m e a c q u a i n t e d w i t h h i m i n 1 8 4 9 , 

a n d w a s t h e r e a f t e r h i s m o s t e n t h u s i a s t i c a n d s u c c e s s f u l 

a p o s t l e . T i l l s o m e a d e q u a t e b i o g r a p h y a p p e a r s , t h a t 

v o l u m e a n d t h i s m u s t b e r e l i e d u p o n f o r i n f o r m a t i o n o f 

t h e m a n w h o s h a r e s e q u a l l y w i t h P e s t a l o z z i t h e h o n o r o f 

e d u c a t i o n a l r e f o r m in t h i s c e n t u r y . 

C . W . B A R D E E N . 

S y r a c u s e , J u n e 10, 1 8 8 9 . 

C O M M E N T S U P O N F R O E B E L A N D H I S W O R K . 

U n d a l s e r s o , w i e W i c h a r d L a n g e r i c h t i g s a g t , d e r 

A p o s t e l d e s w e i b l i c h e n G e c h l e c h t s g e w o r d e n w a r , s t a r b 

e r , d e r g e n i a l e , u n e r m ü d l i c h t h i i t i g e , v o n L i e b e g e t r a g e n e 

M a n n . — S C H M I D T , Geschichte der Pädagogik, C ö t h e n , 1 8 6 2 , 

i v . 282. 

E n r é s u m é , R o u s s e a u a u r a i t p u ê t r e d é c o n c e r t é p a r l e s 

i n v e n t i o n s p r a t i q u e s , u n p e u s u b t i l e s p a r f o i s , d e 1' i n g é n -

i e u x F r o e b e l . I l e û t s o u r i , c o m m e t o u t l e m o n d e , d e s 

a r t i f i c e s p a r l e s q u e l s i l o b l i g e a i t l ' e n f a n t à s e f a i r e a c t e u r 

a u m i l i e u d e s e s p e t i t s c a m a r a d e s , ¡1 i m i t e r t o u r à t o u r l e 

s o l d a t q u i m o n t e l a g a r d e , l e c o r d o n n i e r q u i t r a v a i l l e , l e 

c h e v a l q u i p i é t i n e , l ' h o m m e f a t i g u é q u i s e r e p o s e . M a i s , 

s u r l e s p r i n c i p e s , i l s e s e r a i t m i s a i s é m e n t d ' a c c o r d a v e c 

l ' a u t e u r d e /' Education de V homme, a v e c u n p e n s e u r à l ' â m e 

t e n d r e e t n o b l e , q u i r e m p l a ç a i t l e s l i v r e s p a r l e s c h o s e s , 

q u i à u n e i n s t r u c t i o n p ê d a n t e s q u e s u b s t i t u a i t 1' é d u c a t i o n 

i n t é r i e u r e , q u i a u x c o n n a i s s a n c e s p o s i t i v e s p r é f é r a i t l a 

c h a l e u r d u s e n t i m e n t , l a v i e i n t i m e e t p r o f o n d e d e l ' â m e , 

q u i r e s p e c t a i t l a l i b e r t é e t l a s p o n t a n é i t é d e 1 ' e n f a n t , q u i 

e n f i n s ' e f f o r ç a i t d ' é c a r t e r d e l u i l e s m a u v a i s e s i n f l u e n c e s 

e t d e f a i r e à s o n i n n o c e n c e u n m i l i e u d i g n e d ' e l l e — C O M -

P A Y R É ' S Histoire Critique des Doctrines de V Éducation en 

France depuis le XVIme Siècle, Par i s , 1879, I 2 5-

W e m i g h t s a y t h a t h i s e f f o r t i n p e d a g o g y c o n s i s t s c h i e f l y 

i n o r g a n i z i n g i n t o a s y s t e m t h e s e n s e i n t u i t i o n s w h i c h 

P e s t a l o z z i p r o p o s e d t o t h e c h i l d s o m e w h a t a t r a n d o m a n d 

w i t h o u t d i r e c t p l a n . — C O M P A Y R É ' S History of Pedagogy, 

P a y n e ' s t r a n s l a t i o n , B o s t o n , 1886, p . 4 4 9 . 

( x i ) 



^ E r w a r g l e i c h P e s t a l o z z i v o n den h ö c h s t e n Ideen der 

Z e i t g e t r a g e n u n d s u c h t e d i e E r z i e h u n g an d iese Ideen 

a n z u k n ü p f e n . S o l a n g e die M u t t e r n i c h t n a c h den G e -

setzen der N a t u r ihr K i n d e r z i e h t u n d b i l d e t u n d d a f ü r 

n i c h t i h r L e b e n e insets t , so l a n g e — d a v o n g e h t er a u s -

s i n d a l l e R e f o r m e n der S c h u l e a u f S a n d g e b a u t . T r o t s d e m 

v e r l e g t er e i n e n T h e i l d e r m ü t t e r l i c h e n A u f g a b e in den 

K i n d e r g a r t e n , in w e l c h e m er d i e K i n d e r v o r i h r e S c h u l -

p f l i c h t i g k e i t v e r e i n i g t w i s s e n w i l l , ( i ; u m a u f die h ä u s l i c h e 

E r z i e h u n g e r g ä n z e n d u n d v e r b e s s e r n d e i n z u w i r k e n , ( 2 ) 

u m das K i n d a u s d e m E i n z e l l e b e n h e r a u s Z u m V e r k e h r 

m i t s e i n e s g l e i c h e n zu f ü h r e n , u n d f3J um d e m w e i b l i c h e n 

G e s c h l e c h t e G e l e g e n h e i t zu g e b e n , s i c h auf se inen erz ie-

h e r i s c h e n B e r u f v o r z u b e r e i t e n . — B Ö H M ' S Kurzgefasste Ges-

chichte der Pädagogik, N ü r n b e r g , 1880, p. 134. 

L e j a r d i n d ' e n f a n t s est é v i d e m m e n t en o p p o s i t i o n a v e c 

l ' i d é e f o n d a m e n t a l e d e P e s t a l o z z i ; c a r c e l u i - c i a v a i t 

c o n f i é e n t i è r e m e n t à la m è r e et au f o y e r d o m e s t i q u e la 

t â c h e q u e F r o e b e l r e m e t , en g r a n d e part ie , a u x j a r d i n s 

d ' e n f a n t s et à sa d i r e c t r i c e . A 1' é g a r d des r a p p o r t s de 

1 e d u c a t i o n d o m e s t i q u e , t e l l e q u i e l l e est à 1' h e u r e q u ' i l 

est , on d o i t r e c o n n a î t r e q u e F r o b e b e l ava i t un c o u p - d ' oe i l 

p l u s j u s t e q u e P e s t a l o z z i . — H i s t o i r e d'Éducation, FREDERICK 

DITTES, R e d o l f i ' s F r e n c h t r a n s l a t i o n , P a r i s , 1880, p. 258. 

W h i l e o t h e r s h a v e t a k e n to t h e w o r k o f e d u c a t i o n t h e i r 

o w n p r e - c o n c e i v e d n o t i o n s o f w h a t that w o r k s h o u l d be 

F r o e b e l s t a n d s c o n s i s t e n t l y a l o n e in s e e k i n g in the n a t u r e 

o f the c h i l d t h e l a w s o f e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i o n - i n a s c e r t a i n i n g 

f r o m the c h i l d h i m s e l f h o w w e are to e d u c a t e him.—JOSEPH 

PAYNE, Lectures on the Science and Art of Education, S y r a c u s e , 

1 8 8 5 , P- 2 5 4 . 

Y e a r s a f t e r w a r d s , the c e l e b r a t e d Jahn (the " F a t h e r 

J a h n " o f the G e r m a n g y m n a s t i c s ; t o l d a B e r l i n s t u d e n t 

of a q u e e r f e l l o w he had met , w h o m a d e all s o r t s o f w o n -

d e r f u l t h i n g s f r o m s t o n e s a n d c o b w e b s . T h i s q u e e r f e l -

l o w w a s F r o e b e l ; a n d the habit o f m a k i n g o u t g e n e r a l 

t r u t h s f r o m t h e o b s e r v a t i o n of nature , e s p e c i a l l y f r o m 

p l a n t s a n d trees, dated f r o m the s o l i t a r y r a m b l e s in t h e 

F o r e s t . 

A s the c u l t i v a t o r c r e a t e s n o t h i n g in the t r e e s and p l a n t s , 

so the e d u c a t o r c r e a t e s n o t h i n g in the c h i l d r e n , — h e m e r e l y 

s u p e r i n t e n d s the d e v e l o p m e n t of i n b o r n f a c u l t i e s . S o f a r 

F r o e b e l a g r e e s w i t h P e s t a l o z z i ; but in o n e r e s p e c t h e w a s 

b e y o n d h i m , a n d has t h u s b e c o m e , a c c o r d i n g to M i c h e l e t , 

the g r e a t e s t o f e d u c a t i o n a l r e f o r m e r s . P e s t a l o z z i said 

that the f a c u l t i e s w e r e d e v e l o p e d by e x e r c i s e . F r o b e l 

a d d e d that the f u n c t i o n o f e d u c a t i o n w a s to d e v e l o p t h e 

f a c u l t i e s b y a r o u s i n g voluntary activity. A c t i o n p r o c e e d i n g 

f r o m i n n e r i m p u l s e ( Selbsthdtigkeit) w a s the o n e t h i n g 

n e e d f u l , a n d here F r o e b e l as usual r e f e r s to G o d : " G o d ' s 

e v e r y t h o u g h t is a w o r k , a d e e d . " A s G o d is the C r e a t o r , 

so m u s t man be a c r e a t o r a l so . L i v i n g a c t i n g , c o n c e i v i n g , 

— t h e s e m u s t f o r m a t r i p l e c o r d w i t h i n e v e r y c h i l d o f m a n , 

t h o u g h the s o u n d n o w o f th is s t r i n g , n o w o f that m a y p r e -

p o n d e r a t e , a n d then a g a i n o f t w o t o g e t h e r . 

P e s t a l o z z i h e l d that the c h i l d b e l o n g e d to the f a m i l y ; 

F i c h t e o n the o t h e r hand, c l a i m e d it f o r s o c i e t y a n d t h e 

State . F r o e b e l , w h o s e m i n d , l i k e that of F r e d e r i c k M a u r i c e , 

d e l i g h t e d in h a r m o n i z i n g a p p a r e n t c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , and 

w h o t a u g h t that " a l l p r o g r e s s lay t h r o u g h o p p o s i t e s t o 

t h e i r r e c o n c i l i a t i o n s , " m a i n t a i n e d that the c h i l d b e l o n g e d 

b o t h to the f a m i l y a n d to s o c i e t y , a n d he w o u l d t h e r e f o r e 

h a v e c h i l d r e n s p e n d s o m e h o u r s o f the day in a c o m m o n 

l i f e a n d in w e l l - o r g a n i z e d c o m m o n e m p l o y m e n t s . T h e s e 

a s s e m b l i e s of c h i l d r e n he w o u l d not c a l l s c h o o l s , f o r t h e 

c h i l d r e n in t h e m o u g h t not to be o l d e n o u g h f o r s c h o o l -

i n g . S o he i n v e n t e d t h e term Kindergarten, g a r d e n o f 

c h i l d r e n , a n d c a l l e d t h e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s " c h i l d r e n ' s 

g a r d e n e r s . " — R . H . QUICK, in Encyclopaedia Britannica, x i x 

e d i t i o n . 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

H E y e a r 1882 w a s the c e n t e n a r y o f F r o e b e l ' s b irth, 

and in t h e p r e s e n t " p lent i fu l lack " o f fa i thful trans-

lations o f F r o e b e l ' s o w n w o r d s w e proposed to 

the F r o e b e l S o c i e t y to i ssue a translation o f t h e 

" E d u c a t i o n o f M a n , " w h i c h w e w o u l d u n d e r t a k e to m a k e at 

o u r o w n cost, that the occasion m i g h t b e m a r k e d in a m a n n e r 

w o r t h y of t h e E n g l i s h branch o f the K i n d e r g a r t e n m o v e m e n t . 

B u t v a r i o u s reasons p r e v e n t e d t h e S o c i e t y f r o m accept ing o u r 

offer, and the l a m e n t a b l e def ic iency still cont inues . W e h a v e 

therefore e n d e a v o u r e d to m a k e a beg inning b y the present w o r k , 

consist ing of F r o e b e l ' s o w n w o r d s done into E n g l i s h as fa i thfu l ly 

as w e k n o w h o w to r e n d e r them, and a c c o m p a n i e d w i t h a n y 

br ie f explanat ion of o u r o w n that m a y b e essential to t h e c l e a r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e p a s s a g e s g i v e n . W e h a v e not at tempted 

to r e w r i t e o u r author, the better to suit t h e practical , c lear-

headed, c o m m o n - s e n s e E n g l i s h character, but h a v e pre ferred 

s i m p l y to present him in an E n g l i s h dress w i t h his national a n d 

personal pecul iar i t ies untouched. 

In so doing w e a r e quite a w a r e that w e h a v e sacrif iced interest , 

for in m a n y p a s s a g e s , i f not in most , a careful p a r a p h r a s e o f 

Froebe l w o u l d be much m o r e intel l igible and p i t h y to E n g l i s h 

r e a d e r s than a true render ing, since h e p r o b a b l y p o s s e s s e s e v e r y 

fault o f s ty le e x c e p t o v e r - c o n c i s e n e s s ; but w e feel that it i s better 

to let Froebe l s p e a k for h imsel f . 

F o r the fa i thfu lness o f translat ion w e h o p e o u r r e s p e c t i v e 

nationalit ies m a y h a v e stood u s in good stead. W e w o u l d , 

h o w e v e r , add that a faithful translation is not a v e r b a l trans-

lation. T h e translator should rather s t r i v e to w r i t e each s e n t e n c e 

a s the a u t h o r w o u l d h a v e w r i t t e n it in E n g l i s h . 



F r o e b e l ' s o p i n i o n s , c h a r a c t e r , a n d w o r k g r o w so d i r e c t l y o u t o f 

h i s l i fe , that w e fee l t h e b e s t o f h i s w r i t i n g that a s t u d e n t o f 

t h e K i n d e r g a r t e n s y s t e m c o u l d b e g i n w i t h i s t h e i m p o r t a n t 

a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l " L e t t e r to the D u k e of M e i n i n g e n , " w r i t t e n in 

t h e y e a r 1 8 2 7 , b u t n e v e r c o m p l e t e d , a n d in a l l p r o b a b i l i t y 

n e v e r s e n t t o t h e s o v e r e i g n w h o s e n a m e it b e a r s . T h a t th is 

is t h e c o u r s e F r o e b e l w o u l d h i m s e l f h a v e p r e f e r r e d w i l l , w e 

th ink, b e c o m e q u i c k l y a p p a r e n t to t h e r e a d e r . B e s i d e s , in t h e 

b o y h o o d a n d t h e e a r l i e s t e x p e r i e n c e s o f F r o e b e l ' s l i fe , w e find 

t h e s o u r c e s o f h i s w h o l e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m . T h a t o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

m i g h t b e b e t t e r u n d e r s t o o d t h a n h e w a s , t h a t o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

m i g h t h a v e t h e m e a n s to l i v e t h e t r u e ch i ld- l i fe t h a t w a s d e n i e d 

t o h i m s e l f , a n d that b y the ir p o w e r s b e i n g d i r e c t e d into t h e r i g h t 

c h a n n e l s , t h e s e c h i l d r e n m i g h t b e c o m e a b l e s s i n g to t h e m s e l v e s 

a n d to o t h e r s , w a s u n d o u b t e d l y in g r e a t p a r t t h e m o t i v e w h i c h 

i n d u c e d F r o e b e l to d e s c r i b e so f u l l y al l t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f h i s 

p e c u l i a r c h i l d h o o d . W e s h o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y h a v e a c l e a r e r 

c o m p r e h e n s i o n of m a n y a g r e a t r e f o r m e r i f h e h a d t a k e n t h e 

t r o u b l e to w r i t e o u t at l e n g t h t h e i m p r e s s i o n s o f h i s l i fe ' s d a w n , 

a s F r o e b e l h a s d o n e . In F r o e b e l ' s p a r t i c u l a r c a s e , m o r e o v e r , it 

i s e v i d e n t that a l t h o u g h h i s a c c o u n t o f h i m s e l f is u n f i n i s h e d , w e 

f o r t u n a t e l y p o s s e s s a l l t h a t i s m o s t i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e u n d e r -

s t a n d i n g of t h e or ig in o f t h e K i n d e r g a r t e n s y s t e m . A f t e r t h e 

" L e t t e r to t h e D u k e of M e i n i n g e n , " w e h a v e p l a c e d t h e s h o r t e r 

a c c o u n t o f h i s l i fe w h i c h F r o e b e l i n c l u d e d in a l e t t e r to t h e 

p h i l o s o p h e r K r a u s e . A s k e t c h o f B a r o p ' s , w h i c h v a r i e s t h e 

p o i n t o f v i e w b y r e g a r d i n g t h e w h o l e m o v e m e n t m o r e in i ts o u t e r 

a s p e c t h a n e v e n F r o e b e l h i m s e l f i s a b l e to do, s e e m e d to u s a l s o 

d e s i r a b l e to t r a n s l a t e ; a n d finally w e h a v e a d d e d a l s o a c a r e f u l l y 

p r e p a r e d " c h r o n o l o g y " e x t e n d e d f r o m L a n g e ' s list. O u r t r a n s -

lat ion i s m a d e f r o m t h e ed i t ion of F r o e b e l ' s w o r k s p u b l i s h e d 

b y D r . W i c h a r d L a n g e a t B e r l i n in 1862. 

E M I L I E M I C H A E L I S . 

H . K E A T L E Y M O O R E . 

T H E C R O Y D O N K I N D E R G A R T E N , 

January 1886. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FROEBEL. 

( A LETTER TO T H E DUKE O F MEININGEN.) 

W A S b o r n at O b e r w e i s s b a c h , a v i l l a g e in t h e 

T h u r i n g i a n F o r e s t , i n t h e s m a l l p r i n c i p a l i t y of 

S c h w a r z b u r g - R u d o l s t a d t . o n t h e 2 1 s t A p r i l , 1782. 

M y f a t h e r w a s t h e p r i n c i p a l c l e r g y m a n , o r p a s t o r , 

t h e r e . * ( H e d i e d in 1802.) I w a s e a r l y in i t iated into t h e conf l ic t 

o f l i fe a m i d s t p a i n f u l a n d n a r r o w i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; a n d i g n o r a n c e 

o f c h i l d - n a t u r e a n d i n s u f f i c i e n t e d u c a t i o n w r o u g h t t h e i r i n f l u e n c e 

u p o n m e . S o o n a f t e r m y b ir th m y m o t h e r ' s h e a l t h b e g a n to fail, 

a n d a f t e r n u r s i n g m e n i n e m o n t h s s h e d i e d . T h i s loss, a h a r d 

b l o w t o m e , i n f l u e n c e d t h e w h o l e e n v i r o n m e n t a n d d e v e l o p m e n t 

o f m y b e i n g : I c o n s i d e r that m y m o t h e r ' s d e a t h d e c i d e d m o r e o r 

l e s s the e x t e r n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f m y w h o l e l ife. 

T h e c u r e o f five t h o u s a n d souls , s c a t t e r e d o v e r s i x or s e v e n 

v i l l a g e s , d e v o l v e d s o l e l y o n m y father . T h i s w o r k , e v e n to a 

m a n so a c t i v e a s m y f a t h e r , w h o w a s v e r y c o n s c i e n t i o u s in t h e 

f u l f i l m e n t o f h i s d u t y a s m i n i s t e r , w a s a l l - a b s o r b i n g ; t h e m o r e 

so s i n c e the c u s t o m o f f r e q u e n t s e r v i c e s sti l l p r e v a i l e d . B e s i d e s 

a l l th is , m y f a t h e r h a d u n d e r t a k e n t o s u p e r i n t e n d t h e b u i l d i n g o f 

a l a r g e n e w c h u r c h , w h i c h d r e w h i m m o r e a n d m o r e f r o m h i s 

h o m e a n d f r o m h i s c h i l d r e n . 

I w a s le f t to t h e c a r e o f t h e s e r v a n t s ; b u t t h e y , p r o f i t i n g b y 

m y f a t h e r ' s a b s o r p t i o n i n his w o r k , left m e , f o r t u n a t e l y for m e , 

to m y b r o t h e r s , w h o w e r e s o m e w h a t o l d e r t h a n m y s e l f . f T h i s , 

* Johann Jacob Froebel, father of Friedrich, belonged to the Old Lutheran 

Protestant Church. 

t These were four (1) August, who went into business, and died young. 

(2) Christoph, a clergyman in Griesheim, who died in 1813 of the typhus, which 

then overspread all central Germany, having broken out in the over-crowded 

hospitals after the battle of Leipzig; he was the father of Julius, Karl, and 



F r o e b e l ' s o p i n i o n s , c h a r a c t e r , a n d w o r k g r o w so d i r e c t l y o u t o f 

h i s l i fe , that w e fee l t h e b e s t o f h i s w r i t i n g that a s t u d e n t o f 

t h e K i n d e r g a r t e n s y s t e m c o u l d b e g i n w i t h i s t h e i m p o r t a n t 

a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l " L e t t e r to the D u k e of M e i n i n g e n , " w r i t t e n in 

t h e y e a r 1 8 2 7 , b u t n e v e r c o m p l e t e d , a n d in a l l p r o b a b i l i t y 

n e v e r s e n t t o t h e s o v e r e i g n w h o s e n a m e it b e a r s . T h a t th is 

is t h e c o u r s e F r o e b e l w o u l d h i m s e l f h a v e p r e f e r r e d w i l l , w e 

th ink, b e c o m e q u i c k l y a p p a r e n t to t h e r e a d e r . B e s i d e s , in t h e 

b o y h o o d a n d t h e e a r l i e s t e x p e r i e n c e s o f F r o e b e l ' s l i fe , w e find 

t h e s o u r c e s o f h i s w h o l e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m . T h a t o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

m i g h t b e b e t t e r u n d e r s t o o d t h a n h e w a s , t h a t o t h e r c h i l d r e n 

m i g h t h a v e t h e m e a n s to l i v e t h e t r u e ch i ld- l i fe t h a t w a s d e n i e d 

t o h i m s e l f , a n d that b y the ir p o w e r s b e i n g d i r e c t e d into t h e r i g h t 

c h a n n e l s , t h e s e c h i l d r e n m i g h t b e c o m e a b l e s s i n g to t h e m s e l v e s 

a n d to o t h e r s , w a s u n d o u b t e d l y in g r e a t p a r t t h e m o t i v e w h i c h 

i n d u c e d F r o e b e l to d e s c r i b e so f u l l y al l t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f h i s 

p e c u l i a r c h i l d h o o d . W e s h o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y h a v e a c l e a r e r 

c o m p r e h e n s i o n of m a n y a g r e a t r e f o r m e r i f h e h a d t a k e n t h e 

t r o u b l e to w r i t e o u t at l e n g t h t h e i m p r e s s i o n s o f h i s l i fe ' s d a w n , 

a s F r o e b e l h a s d o n e . In F r o e b e l ' s p a r t i c u l a r c a s e , m o r e o v e r , it 

i s e v i d e n t that a l t h o u g h h i s a c c o u n t o f h i m s e l f is u n f i n i s h e d , w e 

f o r t u n a t e l y p o s s e s s a l l t h a t i s m o s t i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e u n d e r -

s t a n d i n g of t h e or ig in o f t h e K i n d e r g a r t e n s y s t e m . A f t e r t h e 

" L e t t e r to t h e D u k e of M e i n i n g e n , " w e h a v e p l a c e d t h e s h o r t e r 

a c c o u n t o f h i s l i fe w h i c h F r o e b e l i n c l u d e d in a l e t t e r to t h e 

p h i l o s o p h e r K r a u s e . A s k e t c h o f B a r o p ' s , w h i c h v a r i e s t h e 

p o i n t o f v i e w b y r e g a r d i n g t h e w h o l e m o v e m e n t m o r e in i ts o u t e r 

a s p e c t h a n e v e n F r o e b e l h i m s e l f i s a b l e to do, s e e m e d to u s a l s o 

d e s i r a b l e to t r a n s l a t e ; a n d finally w e h a v e a d d e d a l s o a c a r e f u l l y 

p r e p a r e d " c h r o n o l o g y " e x t e n d e d f r o m L a n g e ' s list. O u r t r a n s -

lat ion i s m a d e f r o m t h e ed i t ion of F r o e b e l ' s w o r k s p u b l i s h e d 

b y D r . W i c h a r d L a n g e a t B e r l i n in 1862. 

E M I L I E M I C H A E L I S . 

H . K E A T L E Y M O O R E . 

T H E C R O Y D O N K I N D E R G A R T E N , 

January 1886. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FROEBEL. 

( A LETTER TO T H E DUKE O F MEININGEN.) 

W A S b o r n at O b e r w e i s s b a c h , a v i l l a g e in t h e 

T h u r i n g i a n F o r e s t , i n t h e s m a l l p r i n c i p a l i t y of 

S c h w a r z b u r g - R u d o l s t a d t . o n t h e 2 1 s t A p r i l , 1782. 

M y f a t h e r w a s t h e p r i n c i p a l c l e r g y m a n , o r p a s t o r , 

t h e r e . * ( H e d i e d in 1802.) I w a s e a r l y in i t iated into t h e conf l ic t 

o f l i fe a m i d s t p a i n f u l a n d n a r r o w i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s ; a n d i g n o r a n c e 

o f c h i l d - n a t u r e a n d i n s u f f i c i e n t e d u c a t i o n w r o u g h t t h e i r i n f l u e n c e 

u p o n m e . S o o n a f t e r m y b ir th m y m o t h e r ' s h e a l t h b e g a n to fail, 

a n d a f t e r n u r s i n g m e n i n e m o n t h s s h e d i e d . T h i s loss, a h a r d 

b l o w t o m e , i n f l u e n c e d t h e w h o l e e n v i r o n m e n t a n d d e v e l o p m e n t 

o f m y b e i n g : I c o n s i d e r that m y m o t h e r ' s d e a t h d e c i d e d m o r e o r 

l e s s the e x t e r n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f m y w h o l e l ife. 

T h e c u r e o f five t h o u s a n d souls , s c a t t e r e d o v e r s i x or s e v e n 

v i l l a g e s , d e v o l v e d s o l e l y o n m y father . T h i s w o r k , e v e n to a 

m a n so a c t i v e a s m y f a t h e r , w h o w a s v e r y c o n s c i e n t i o u s in t h e 

f u l f i l m e n t o f h i s d u t y a s m i n i s t e r , w a s a l l - a b s o r b i n g ; t h e m o r e 

so s i n c e the c u s t o m o f f r e q u e n t s e r v i c e s sti l l p r e v a i l e d . B e s i d e s 

a l l th is , m y f a t h e r h a d u n d e r t a k e n t o s u p e r i n t e n d t h e b u i l d i n g o f 

a l a r g e n e w c h u r c h , w h i c h d r e w h i m m o r e a n d m o r e f r o m h i s 

h o m e a n d f r o m h i s c h i l d r e n . 

I w a s le f t to t h e c a r e o f t h e s e r v a n t s ; b u t t h e y , p r o f i t i n g b y 

m y f a t h e r ' s a b s o r p t i o n i n his w o r k , left m e , f o r t u n a t e l y for m e , 

to m y b r o t h e r s , w h o w e r e s o m e w h a t o l d e r t h a n m y s e l f . f T h i s , 

* Johann Jacob Froebel, father of Friedrich, belonged to the Old Lutheran 

Protestant Church. 

t These were four (1) August, who went into business, and died young. 

(2) Christoph, a clergyman in Griesheim, who died in 1813 of the typhus, which 

then overspread all central Germany, having broken out in the over-crowded 

hospitals after the battle of Leipzig; he was the father of Julius, Karl, and 



i n addi t ion to a c i r c u m s t a n c e o f m y l a t e r l i fe , m a y h a v e b e e n t h e 

c a u s e o f t h a t u n s w e r v i n g l o v e f o r m y f a m i l y , a n d e s p e c i a l l y f o r 

m y b r o t h e r s , w h i c h h a s , to t h e p r e s e n t m o m e n t , b e e n o f t h e 

g r e a t e s t i m p o r t a n c e to m e i n t h e c o n d u c t o f m y life. A l t h o u g h 

m y father, f o r a v i l l a g e p a s t o r , w a s u n u s u a l l y w e l l i n f o r m e d — 

n a y , e v e n l e a r n e d a n d e x p e r i e n c e d — a n d w a s a n i n c e s s a n t l y a c t i v e 

m a n , y e t i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h i s s e p a r a t i o n f r o m h i m d u r i n g m y 

e a r l i e s t y e a r s I r e m a i n e d a s t r a n g e r t o h i m t h r o u g h o u t m y l i fe ; 

a n d in t h i s w a y I w a s a s t r u l y w i t h o u t a f a t h e r a s w i t h o u t a 

m o t h e r . A m i d s t s u c h s u r r o u n d i n g s I r e a c h e d m y f o u r t h y e a r . 

M y f a t h e r t h e n m a r r i e d a g a i n , a n d g a v e m e a s e c o n d m o t h e r . M y 

s o u l m u s t h a v e fe l t d e e p l y a t t h i s t i m e t h e w a n t o f a m o t h e r ' s 

l o v e , — o f p a r e n t a l l o v e , — f o r i n t h i s y e a r o c c u r s m y first c o n s c i o u s -

n e s s o f se l f . I r e m e m b e r t h a t I r e c e i v e d m y n e w m o t h e r o v e r -

f l o w i n g w i t h f e e l i n g s o f s i m p l e a n d f a i t h f u l c h i l d - l o v e t o w a r d s h e r . 

T h e s e s e n t i m e n t s m a d e m e h a p p y , d e v e l o p e d m y n a t u r e , a n d 

s t r e n g t h e n e d m e , b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e k i n d l y r e c e i v e d a n d r e c i p r o -

cated b y h e r . B u t t h i s h a p p i n e s s d i d n o t e n d u r e . S o o n m y 

s t e p - m o t h e r r e j o i c e d i n t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f a s o n o f h e r o w n ; * 

a n d then h e r l o v e w a s n o t o n l y w i t h d r a w n e n t i r e l y f r o m m e a n d 

t r a n s f e r r e d to h e r o w n c h i l d , b u t I w a s t r e a t e d w i t h w o r s e t h a n 

i n d i f f e r e n c e — b y w o r d a n d d e e d , I w a s m a d e to f e e l a n u t t e r 

s t r a n g e r . 

I a m o b l i g e d h e r e to m e n t i o n t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a n d to 

d e s c r i b e t h e m so p a r t i c u l a r l y , b e c a u s e in t h e m I s e e t h e first 

c a u s e o f m y e a r l y h a b i t o f i n t r o s p e c t i o n , m y t e n d e n c y to s e l f -

e x a m i n a t i o n , a n d m y e a r l y s e p a r a t i o n f r o m c o m p a n i o n s h i p w i t h 

o t h e r m e n . S o o n a f t e r t h e b i r t h o f h e r o w n s o n , w h e n I h a d 

Theodor, the wish to benefit whom led their uncle Friedrich to begin his 

educational work in Griesheim in 1816. (3) Christian Ludwig, first a manu-

facturer in Osterode, and then associated with Friedrich from 1820 onwards, 

—born 24th June, 1770, died 9th January, 1851. (4) Traugott, who studied 

medicine at Jena, became a medical man, and was burgomaster of Stadt-Ilm. 

Friedrich August Wilhelm himself was born on the 21st April, 1782, and 

died on the 21st June, 1852. H e had no sisters. 

* Karl Poppo Froebel, who became a teacher, and finally a publisher, 

born 1786 ; died 25th March, 1824 : not to be confounded with his nephew, 

Karl, son of Christoph, now living in Edinburgh. 

s c a r c e l y e n t e r e d m y b o y h o o d , m y s t e p - m o t h e r c e a s e d to u s e t h e 

s y m p a t h e t i c , h e a r t - u n i t i n g " t h o u " in s p e a k i n g to m e , a n d b e g a n 

t o a d d r e s s m e i n t h e t h i r d p e r s o n , t h e m o s t e s t r a n g i n g of 

o u r f o r m s of s p e e c h . A n d a s in th is m o d e o f a d d r e s s t h e 

t h i r d p e r s o n , " h e , " i so la tes t h e p e r s o n a d d r e s s e d , it c r e a t e d 

a g r e a t c h a s m b e t w e e n m y s t e p - m o t h e r a n d m e . * A t t h e 

b e g i n n i n g o f m y b o y h o o d , I a l r e a d y f e l t u t t e r l y l o n e l y , a n d m y 

s o u l w a s filled w i t h gr ief . 

S o m e c o a r s e - m i n d e d p e o p l e w i s h e d to m a k e u s e o f m y sent i -

m e n t s a n d m y m o o d a t t h i s t i m e to set m e a g a i n s t m y s t e p - m o t h e r , 

b u t m y h e a r t a n d m i n d t u r n e d w i t h i n d i g n a t i o n f r o m t h e s e 

p e r s o n s , w h o m I t h e n c e f o r t h a v o i d e d , so f a r a s I w a s a b l e . T h u s 

I b e c a m e , at a n e a r l y a g e , c o n s c i o u s o f a n o b l e r , p u r e r , i n n e r - l i f e , 

a n d la id t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f that p r o p e r s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d 

m o r a l p r i d e w h i c h h a v e a c c o m p a n i e d m e t h r o u g h life. T e m p t a -

t i o n s r e t u r n e d f r o m t i m e to t i m e , a n d e a c h t i m e t o o k a m o r e 

d a n g e r o u s form : n o t o n l y w a s I s u s p e c t e d a s b e i n g c a p a b l e o f 

u n w o r t h y t h i n g s , b u t b a s e c o n d u c t w a s a c t u a l l y c h a r g e d a g a i n s t 

m e , a n d th is i n s u c h a w a y a s l e f t n o d o u b t o f t h e i m p r o p r i e t y 

o f t h e s u s p i c i o n a n d o f t h e u n t r u t h f u l n e s s o f t h e a c c u s a t i o n . S o 

i t c a m e to p a s s t h a t in t h e first y e a r s o f m y b o y h o o d I w a s 

p e r f o r c e led to l i v e t o m y s e l f a n d i n m y s e l f — a n d i n d e e d to s t u d y 

m y o w n b e i n g a n d i n n e r c o n s c i o u s n e s s , a s o p p o s e d to e x t e r n a l 

* This needs explanation. In Germany, even by strangers, children are 

universally addressed in the second person singular, which carries with it a 

certain caressing sentiment. Grown persons would be addressed (except by 

members of their own family, or intimate friends) in the third person plural. 

Thus, if one met a child in the street, one might say, Willst Du mil mir 
kommen ? (Wilt thou come with me?) ; whereas to a grown person the proper 

form would be, Wollen Sie mit mir kommen ? (Will THEY—meaning, will YOU 
—come with me?). The mode of speech of which Froebel speaks here is now 

almost obsolete, and even in his day was only used to a person of markedly 

inferior position. Our sentence would run in this case, Will Er mil mir 
kommen ? (Will HE—meaning, will YOU, John or Thomas—come with me ?), 

and carries with it a sort of contemptuous superciliousness, as if the person 

spoken to were beneath the dignity of a direct address. It is evident, therefore, 

that to a sensitive, self-torturing child like Froebel, being addressed in this 

manner would cause the keenest pain ; since, as he justly says, it has the 

effect, by the mere form of speech, of isolating the person addressed. Such 

a one is not to be considered as of our family, or even of our rank in life. 



c i r c u m s t a n c e s . M y i n w a r d a n d m y o u t w a r d l i fe w e r e at that 

t i m e , e v e n d u r i n g p l a y a n d o t h e r o c c u p a t i o n s , m y p r i n c i p a l s u b j e c t s 

f o r re f lect ion a n d t h o u g h t . 

A n o t a b l e i n f l u e n c e u p o n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t a n d f o r m a t i o n o f m y 

c h a r a c t e r w a s a l s o e x e r c i s e d b y t h e p o s i t i o n of m y p a r e n t s ' h o u s e . 

It w a s c l o s e l y s u r r o u n d e d b y o t h e r b u i l d i n g s , w a l l s , h e d g e s , a n d 

f e n c e s , a n d w a s f u r t h e r e n c l o s e d b y a n o u t e r c o u r t y a r d , a p a d -

dock, a n d a k i t c h e n g a r d e n . B e y o n d t h e s e la t ter I w a s s t r i c t l y 

f o r b i d d e n to pass . T h e d w e l l i n g h a d n o o t h e r o u t l o o k t h a n o n 

to t h e b u i l d i n g s to r i g h t a n d le f t , t h e b i g c h u r c h in f ront , a n d 

at t h e b a c k t h e s l o p i n g fields s t r e t c h i n g u p a h i g h h i l l . F o r a 

l o n g t i m e I r e m a i n e d t h u s d e p r i v e d o f a n y d i s t a n t v i e w : b u t 

a b o v e m e I s a w t h e s k y , c l e a r a n d b r i g h t a s w e so o f t e n find 

it i n t h e h i l l c o u n t r y ; a n d a r o u n d m e I f e l t t h e p u r e f resh b r e e z e 

s t i r r i n g . T h e i m p r e s s i o n w h i c h t h a t c l e a r s k y a n d that p u r e air 

t h e n m a d e o n m e h a s r e m a i n e d e v e r s ince p r e s e n t to m y mind. 

M y p e r c e p t i o n s w e r e i n th is m a n n e r l i m i t e d to o n l y t h e n e a r e s t 

o b j e c t s . N a t u r e , w i t h t h e w o r l d o f p l a n t s a n d flowers, so f a r 

a s I w a s a b l e to s e e a n d u n d e r s t a n d her,- e a r l y b e c a m e a n o b j e c t 

o f o b s e r v a t i o n a n d r e f l e c t i o n to m e . I s o o n h e l p e d m y f a t h e r 

in h i s f a v o u r i t e o c c u p a t i o n o f g a r d e n i n g , a n d in t h i s w a y r e c e i v e d 

m a n y p e r m a n e n t p e r c e p t i o n s ; b u t t h e c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f t h e real 

l i f e i n n a t u r e o n l y c a m e to m e f u r t h e r o n , a n d I shal l r e t u r n to 

t h e p o i n t h e r e a f t e r i n t h e c o u r s e o f m y n a r r a t i v e . O u r d o m e s t i c 

l i fe at th is t i m e g a v e m e m u c h o p p o r t u n i t y f o r o c c u p a t i o n a n d 

re f lec t ion . M a n y a l t e r a t i o n s w e n t o n i n o u r h o u s e ; both m y 

p a r e n t s w e r e e x c e e d i n g l y a c t i v e - m i n d e d , f o n d of o r d e r , a n d 

d e t e r m i n e d to i m p r o v e t h e i r d w e l l i n g i n e v e r y p o s s i b l e w a y . 

I h a d to h e l p t h e m a c c o r d i n g to m y c a p a c i t y , a n d s o o n p e r c e i v e d 

t h a t I t h e r e b y g a i n e d s t r e n g t h a n d e x p e r i e n c e ; w h i l e t h r o u g h t h i s 

g r o w t h of s t r e n g t h a n d e x p e r i e n c e m y o w n g a m e s a n d o c c u p a t i o n s 

b e c a m e of g r e a t e r v a l u e to m e . 

B u t f r o m m y l i fe in t h e o p e n a ir a m o n g s t t h e o b j e c t s o f n a t u r e , 

a n d f r o m t h e e x t e r n a l s o f d o m e s t i c l i fe , I m u s t n o w t u r n to t h e 

i n n e r a s p e c t s o f m y h o m e a n d f a m i l y . 

M y f a t h e r - " a s a t h e o l o g i a n o f t h e o ld school , w h o h e l d k n o w -

l e d g e a n d s c i e n c e in l e s s e s t i m a t i o n t h a n f a i t h ; b u t y e t h e 

e n d e a v o u r e d to k e e p p a c e w i t h the t i m e s . F o r t h i s p u r p o s e h e 

s u b s c r i b e d to t h e b e s t p e r i o d i c a l s h e c o u l d o b t a i n , a n d c a r e f u l l y 

e x a m i n e d w h a t i n f o r m a t i o n t h e y o f f e r e d h i m . T h i s h e l p e d not 

a l i t t le t o e l e v a t e a n d e n l i g h t e n t h e o l d - f a s h i o n e d t r u l y C h r i s t i a n 

l i f e w h i c h r e i g n e d in o u r f a m i l y . M o r n i n g a n d e v e n i n g a l l i ts 

m e m b e r s g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r , a n d e v e n o n S u n d a y a s w e l l , a l t h o u g h 

o n t h a t d a y d i v i n e s e r v i c e w o u l d of c o u r s e a l s o ca l l u p o n u s 

to a s s e m b l e f o r c o m m o n r e l i g i o u s w o r s h i p . Z o l l i k o f e r , H e r m e s , 

M a r e z o l l , S t u r m , a n d o t h e r s , t u r n e d o u r t h o u g h t s , i n t h o s e 

d e l i g h t f u l h o u r s o f h e a v e n l y m e d i t a t i o n , u p o n o u r i n n e r m o s t 

b e i n g , a n d s e r v e d to q u i c k e n , u n f o l d , a n d r a i s e u p t h e l i fe o f t h e 

s o u l w i t h i n u s . T h u s m y l i fe w a s e a r l y b r o u g h t u n d e r t h e 

i n f l u e n c e o f n a t u r e , o f u s e f u l h a n d i w o r k , and of r e l i g i o u s f e e l i n g s ; 

o r , a s I p r e f e r to s a y , t h e p r i m i t i v e a n d n a t u r a l i n c l i n a t i o n s o f 

e v e r y h u m a n b e i n g w e r e e v e n in m y c a s e a l s o t e n d e r l y f o s t e r e d 

i n t h e g e r m . I m u s t m e n t i o n h e r e , w i t h r e f e r e n c e to m y i d e a s 

r e g a r d i n g t h e n a t u r e o f m a n , to b e t r e a t e d of later , a n d a s t h r o w -

i n g l ight u p o n m y p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d i n d i v i d u a l w o r k , that at t h i s 

t i m e I used r e p e a t e d l y , a n d w i t h d e e p e m o t i o n , to r e s o l v e to t r y 

a n d b e a g o o d a n d b r a v e m a n . A s I h a v e h e a r d s i n c e , t h i s firm 

i n w a r d r e s o l u t i o n of m i n e w a s i n flagrant c o n t r a s t w i t h m y out-

w a r d l i fe . I w a s fu l l o f y o u t h f u l e n e r g y a n d in h i g h s p i r i t s , a n d 

d id n o t a l w a y s k n o w h o w p r o p e r l y to m o d e r a t e m y v i v a c i t y . 

T h r o u g h m y w a n t o f r e s t r a i n t I g o t into al l k i n d s o f s c r a p e s . 

O f t e n , in m y t h o u g h t l e s s n e s s , I w o u l d d e s t r o y t h e t h i n g s I s a w 

a r o u n d m e , in t h e e n d e a v o u r to i n v e s t i g a t e a n d u n d e r s t a n d t h e m . 

M y f a t h e r w a s p r e v e n t e d b y h i s m a n i f o l d o c c u p a t i o n s f r o m 

h i m s e l f i n s t r u c t i n g m e . B e s i d e s , h e lost a l l f u r t h e r inc l inat ion to 

t e a c h m e , a f t e r t h e g r e a t t r o u b l e h e f o u n d in t e a c h i n g m e to read 

— a n ar t w h i c h c a m e t o m e w i t h g r e a t d i f f i c u l t y . A s s o o n a s I 

could r e a d , t h e r e f o r e , I w a s s e n t to t h e p u b l i c v i l l a g e school . 

T h e p o s i t i o n in w h i c h m y f a t h e r s tood to t h e v i l l a g e s c h o o l -

m a s t e r s , that i s to s a y , to t h e C a n t o r , * a n d t o t h e m a s t e r o f t h e 

g i r l s ' school , a n d h i s j u d g m e n t o f t h e v a l u e o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 

* The Cantor would combine the duties of precentor (whence his title), 

leading the church singing and training the choristers, with those of the 

schoolmaster of the village boys' school. In large church-schools the 

Cantor is simply the choir-master. The great Bach was Cantor of the 

Thomas-Schule, Leipzig. 



t e a c h i n g , d e c i d e d h i m to s e n d m e to t h e Hatter. T h i s c h o i c e h a d 

a r e m a r k a b l e i n f l u e n c e o n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f m y i n n e r n a t u r e , 

o n a c c o u n t o f t h e p e r f e c t n e a t n e s s , q u i e t , i n t e l l i g e n c e , a n d o r d e r 

w h i c h r e i g n e d i n t h e s c h o o l ; n a y , I m a y go f u r t h e r , a n d s a y t h e 

school w a s e x a c t l y s u i t a b l e f o r s u c h a chsEd a s I w a s . In p r o o f 

o f this I w i l l d e s c r i b e m y e n t r a n c e i n t o t h i e s c h o o l . A t t h a t t i m e 

c h u r c h a n d s c h o o l g e n e r a l l y s tood in s t r u c t m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p , 

a n d so it w a s in o u r case . T h e s c h o o l c h i l d r e n h a d t h e i r s p e c i a l 

p l a c e s i n c h u r c h ; a n d n o t o n l y w e r e t h e y o b l i g e d to a t t e n d 

c h u r c h , b u t e a c h chi ld h a d to r e p e a t t o t h i e t e a c h e r , at a s p e c i a l 

c l a s s h e l d f o r t h e p u r p o s e e v e r y M o n d a y , s o m e p a s s a g e o f S c r i p -

t u r e u s e d b y t h e m i n i s t e r i n h i s s e r m o n o f t h e d a y b e f o r e , a s a 

p r o o f o f a t t e n t i o n to t h e s e r v i c e . F r o m tthese p a s s a g e s t h a t o n e 

w h i c h s e e m e d m o s t s u i t a b l e to c h i l d r e n w a s t h e n c h o s e n for t h e 

l itt le o n e s to m a s t e r or t o l e a r n b y h e a r t , a n d f o r t h a t p u r p o s e 

o n e of t h e b i g g e r c h i l d r e n h a d d u r i n g t h e w h o l e w e e k , at c e r t a i n 

t i m e s e a c h d a y , t o r e p e a t t h e p a s s a g e t o t h e l i t t le c h i l d r e n , 

s e n t e n c e b y s e n t e n c e . T h e l i t t le o n e s , a l l s t a n d i n g u p , h a d t h e n 

to r e p e a t t h e t e x t s e n t e n c e b y s e n t e n c e i n l i k e m a n n e r , u n t i l it 

w a s t h o r o u g h l y i m p r i n t e d o n t h e i r m e m o r i e s . 

I c a m e into s c h o o l on a M o n d a y . T h e p a s s a g e c h o s e n for t h a t 

w e e k w a s , " S e e k y e first t h e k i n g d o m o f G o d . " I h e a r d t h e s e 

w o r d s e v e r y d a y in t h e c a l m , s e r i o u s , s o m e w h a t s i n g - s o n g v o i c e s 

o f the c h i l d r e n , s o m e t i m e s r e p e a t e d b y onie c h i l d , s o m e t i m e s b y 

t h e w h o l e n u m b e r . A n d t h e t e x t m a d e a n i m p r e s s i o n u p o n m e 

s u c h a s n o n e h a d e v e r d o n e b e f o r e a n d n o n e e v e r did a f t e r . 

I n d e e d , th is i m p r e s s i o n w a s so v i g o r o u s a n d p e r m a n e n t , that t o 

t h i s d a y e v e r y w o r d s p o k e n , w i t h t h e s p e c i a l tone a n d e x p r e s s i o n 

t h e n g i v e n to it, i s sti l l v i v i d i n m y m i n d . A n d y e t t h a t i s n o w 

n e a r l y f o r t y y e a r s a g o ! P e r h a p s e v e n t h e n t h e s i m p l e b o y ' s 

h e a r t f e l t that t h e s e w o r d s w o u l d b e t h e foundation a n d t h e 

s a l v a t i o n o f h i s l i fe , b r i n g i n g to h i m t h a t c o n v i c t i o n w h i c h w a s 

to b e c o m e l a t e r o n to t h e w o r k i n g a n d s t r i v i n g m a n a s o u r c e 

o f u n c o n q u e r a b l e c o u r a g e , o f u n f l i n c h i n g , e v e r - r e a d y , a n d c h e e r f u l 

s e l f - s a c r i f i c e . In short , m y i n t r o d u c t i o n i n t o that s c h o o l w a s m y 

b ir th into t h e h i g h e r s p i r i t u a l l i fe . 

H e r e I b r e a k of f m y n a r r a t i v e t o a s k m y s e l f w h e t h e r I d a r e 

v e n t u r e to p a u s e y e t a l i t t le l o n g e r o v e r t h i s first p e r i o d o f m y 

Autobiography of Frtoebel. 

l i f e . B u t th is w a s t h e t i m e w h e n t h e b u d s b e g a n to unfo ld o n 

m y t r e e o f l i f e ; t h i s w a s t h e t i m e w h e n m y heart f o u n d i ts 

p i v o t - p o i n t , a n d w h e n first m y i n n e r l i fe a w o k e . If, t h e n , I 

s u c c e e d in g i v i n g a n e x a c t d e s c r i p t i o n of m y e a r l y b o y h o o d , I 

s h a l l h a v e p r o v i d e d an i m p o r t a n t aid t o t h e r i g h t u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

of m y l i f e a n d w o r k a s a m a n . F o r t h a t r e a s o n I v e n t u r e to 

d w e l l at s o m e i n o r d i n a t e l e n g t h o n th is p a r t o f m y l i fe , a n d t h e 

m o r e w i l l i n g l y s i n c e I c a n p a s s m o r e q u i c k l y o v e r l a t e r p e r i o d s . 

It o f t e n s u g g e s t s i t se l f to m e , w h i l e t h u s r e v i e w i n g a n d d e s c r i b -

ing m y life, j u s t as it d o e s w i t h t e a c h i n g a n d e d u c a t i o n — n a m e l y , 

that t h o s e t h i n g s w h i c h a r e b y m o s t m e n t h r o w n a s i d e a s c o m m o n 

a n d u n i m p o r t a n t a r e t h e v e r y t h i n g s w h i c h are , a s I t a k e it, o f 

w e i g h t i e s t i m p o r t . In m y e y e s , it i s a l w a y s a m i s t a k e to l e a v e 

a g a p in t h e r u d i m e n t a r y a n d f u n d a m e n t a l p a r t o f a s u b j e c t . 

S t i l l I k n o w o n e m a y e x h a u s t t h e p a t i e n c e o f a r e a d e r b y 

t o u c h i n g on e v e r y m i n u t e deta i l , b e f o r e h e h a s b e e n p e r m i t t e d 

to g l a n c e at t h e w h o l e p i c t u r e a n d to g a t h e r i ts s c o p e a n d o b j e c t . 

T h e r e f o r e I b e g y o u r H i g h n e s s * t o p a s s o v e r , at all e v e n t s o n 

t h e first r e a d i n g , a n y t h i n g t h a t m a y a p p e a r too l o n g a n d too 

d e t a i l e d . 

A g a i n s t s t a n d i n g r u l e s , I w a s r e c e i v e d in t h e g i r l s ' school , o n 

a c c o u n t o f t h e p o s i t i o n of m y f a t h e r a s p a s t o r o f t h e distr ict . F o r 

the s a m e r e a s o n I w a s p l a c e d , not w i t h t h e p u p i l s o f m y o w n a g e , 

b u t c l o s e t o t h e t e a c h e r , w h i c h b r o u g h t m e a m o n g t h e e l d e r g i r l s . 

I j o i n e d in t h e i r l e s s o n s a s f a r a s I c o u l d . In t w o s u b j e c t s I w a s 

q u i t e a b l e to d o th is . F i r s t , I could r e a d t h e B i b l e w i t h t h e m ; 

a n d , s e c o n d l y , I h a d to l e a r n l ine b y l ine, i n s t e a d o f t h e l i t t le 

t e x t s o f t h e y o u n g e r c h i l d r e n a l r e a d y s p o k e n of, the h y m n s f o r 

t h e f o l l o w i n g S u n d a y ' s s e r v i c e . O f these , t w o e s p e c i a l l y l ight 

u p t h e g l o o m y l o w e r i n g d a w n o f m y e a r l y b o y h o o d , l i k e t w o 

b r i l l i a n t s tars . T h e y a r e — " S c h w i n g dich a u f , m e i n H e r z u n d 

G e i s t , " a n d " E s k o s t e t v i e l e i n C h r i s t z u s e i n . " t T h e s e h y m n s 

w e r e h y m n s o f l i fe to m e . I f o u n d m y o w n l i t t le l i fe e x p r e s s e d 

* It will be remembered that this letter is addressed to the Duke of 

Meiningen. 

t " Arise, my heart and spirit," and " It costs one much (it is a difficult 

task) to be a Christian." 
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therein ; and they took s u c h a hold upon m e that often in later 

y e a r s I h a v e found s t r e n g t h and s u p p o r t in t h e message which 

t h e y carried to m y soul. M y father 's h o m e life w a s in complete 

h a r m o n y w i t h this d i s c i p l i n e o f t h e school . A l though divine 

s e r v i c e w a s held t w i c e o n S u n d a y s , I w a s but v e r y seldom 

a l l o w e d to miss a t t e n d i n g each serv ice . I f o l l o w e d m y father's 

s e r m o n s w i t h great at tent ion, p a r t l y b e c a u s e I thought I found in 

t h e m m a n y allusions to h i s o w n posit ion, profession, and life. 

L o o k i n g back, I consider i t o f no slight importance that I used to 

h e a r the s e r v i c e from t h e v e s t r y , b e c a u s e I w a s there separated 

f r o m t h e congregation, a n d could the better k e e p m y attention 

f r o m w a n d e r i n g . 

I h a v e a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d that m y father belonged to the old 

o r t h o d o x school of t h e o l o g y ; and in c o n s e q u e n c e the language 

both o f his h y m n s and o f h i s s e r m o n s w a s m y s t i c a l and symbolic 

— a s ty le o f speech w h i c h , in more than one sense, I should call 

a s tone- language, because it r e q u i r e s a n o v e r w h e l m i n g p o w e r to 

b u r s t its wa l l s , and f ree f r o m this outer shell the life contained 

w i t h i n . B u t w h a t the f u l l s trength of la ter l ife s e e m s too w e a k 

to attain, is often a c c o m p l i s h e d b y t h e l iving, l i fe-awakening,, 

and l i fe-giving p o w e r o f s o m e s imple , thought fu l y o u n g soul, b y 

s o m e y o u n g spirit first u n f o l d i n g its w i n g s , bus i ly seeking every-

w h e r e for the causes a n d connect ions of all things. Even for 

such a y o u t h , the t r e a s u r e is to be gained only after long 

examinat ion, inquiry, a n d reflection. If e v e r I found that for 

w h i c h I so longingly s o u g h t , then w a s I filled wi th exceeding joy . 

T h e surroundings a m i d s t w h i c h I had g r o w n up, especially 

those in w h i c h m y first chi ldhood w a s passed, had caused m y 

s e n s e s to be much and e a r l y exerc ised. T h e pleasures of the 

s e n s e s w e r e f r o m the first, therefore, an object for the closest con-

siderat ion w i t h m e . T h e resu l ts o f this a n a l y s i n g and questioning 

h a b i t o f m y e a r l y b o y h o o d w e r e per fect ly c lear and decisive, and,, 

i f not rendered into w o r d s , w e r e y e t firmly sett led in m y mind.. 

I recognised that the t r a n s i t o r y p l e a s u r e s o f the senses w e r e 

w i t h o u t e n d u r i n g and s a t i s f y i n g inf luence on man, and that they 

w e r e therefore on no a c c o u n t to be pursued wi th too great 

eagerness . T h i s convic t ion s tamped and determined m y whole 

being, j u s t a s m y q u e s t i o n i n g examinat ion and comparison of the-

inner wi th the outer wor ld , and m y s t u d y of their inter-connection, 

i s n o w the bas is o f m y w h o l e f u t u r e life. U n c e a s i n g self-

contemplat ion, sel f-analysis , and self-education h a v e b e e n the 

f u n d a m e n t a l characterist ics of m y life f r o m the v e r y first, and 

h a v e remained so until these latest d a y s . 

T o stir up, to animate , to a w a k e n , and to strengthen, t h e 

p l e a s u r e and p o w e r of the h u m a n being to labour uninter-

r u p t e d l y at his o w n educat ion, has b e c o m e and a l w a y s re-

mained the fundamenta l pr inciple and a im of m y educational 

w o r k . 

Great w a s m y j o y w h e n I b e l i e v e d I had p r o v e d c o m p l e t e l y to 

m y o w n satisfaction that I w a s not dest ined to go to hell . T h e 

s tony, o p p r e s s i v e d o g m a s of o r t h o d o x theology I v e r y e a r l y 

expla ined a w a y , p e r h a p s assisted in this b y t w o c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

F irs t ly , I heard these e x p r e s s i o n s used o v e r and o v e r again, f r o m 

m y habit of be ing p r e s e n t at the lessons g i v e n b y m y father in 

o u r o w n house, in preparat ion for conf irmation. I heard t h e m 

used also in all sorts of w a y s , so that m y m i n d a lmost uncon-

sciously constructed s o m e sort o f e x p l a n a t i o n of t h e m . S e c o n d l y , 

I w a s often a m u t e w i t n e s s of the strict w a y in w h i c h m y f a t h e r 

per formed his pastoral dut ies , a n d of the f requent s c e n e s b e t w e e n 

h i m and the m a n y people w h o c a m e to the parsonage to s e e k 

a d v i c e and consolation. I w a s t h u s again constant ly attracted 

f r o m t h e outer to the inner aspects of l ife. L i fe , w i t h i ts i n m o s t 

m o t i v e s laid bare, passed b e f o r e m y e y e s , w i t h m y father 's 

c o m m e n t s p r o n o u n c e d upon i t ; and th ing and w o r d , act and 

s y m b o l w e r e t h u s p e r c e i v e d b y m e in their most v i v i d re lat ion-

ship. I s a w the dis jointed, h e a v y - l a d e n , torn, i n h a r m o n i o u s l ife 

o f m a n as it a p p e a r e d in this c o m m u n i t y o f five thousand souls , 

before the w a t c h f u l e y e s of its earnest , s e v e r e pastor. Matri-

monial and sexual c i rcumstances espec ia l ly w e r e often the objects 

o f m y father 's g r a v e s t c o n d e m n a t i o n and rebuke. T h e w a y in 

w h i c h he s p o k e about these m a t t e r s s h o w e d m e that t h e y f o r m e d 

one o f the most o p p r e s s i v e and difficult par ts of h u m a n c o n d u c t ; 

and, in m y y o u t h and innocence, I felt a d e e p pa in and s o r r o w 

that m a n a lone, a m o n g al l creatures , s h o u l d be doomed to t h e s e 

separat ions o f s e x , w h e r e b y the r ight path w a s m a d e so diff icult 

for h i m to find. I felt it a real n e c e s s i t y for t h e satisfaction of 



m y h e a r t a n d m i n d to r e c o n c i l e t h i s d i f f i c u l t y , a n d y e t could find 

n o w a y to d o so. H o w could I a t t h a t a g e , a n d i n m y p o s i t i o n ? 

B u t m y e l d e s t b r o t h e r , w h o , l i k e a l l m y e l d e r b r o t h e r s , l i v e d a w a y 

f r o m h o m e , c a m e to s t a y w i t h u s f o r a t i m e ; a n d o n e d a y , w h e n 

I e x p r e s s e d m y d e l i g h t at s e e i n g t h e p u r p l e t h r e a d s o f t h e h a z e l 

buds , h e m a d e m e a w a r e o f a s i m i l a r s e x u a l d i f f e r e n c e i n p l a n t s . 

N o w w a s m y s p i r i t at res t . I r e c o g n i s e d that w h a t had s o 

w e i g h e d u p o n m e w a s a n i n s t i t u t i o n s p r e a d o v e r al l n a t u r e , to 

w h i c h e v e n t h e s i lent , b e a u t i f u l r a c e o f flowers w a s s u b m i t t e d . 

F r o m that t i m e h u m a n i t y a n d n a t u r e , t h e l i fe o f t h e s o u l a n d t h e 

l i fe o f t h e flower, w e r e c l o s e l y k n i t t o g e t h e r in m y m i n d ; a n d I 

can sti l l s e e m y h a z e l b u d s , l i k e a n g e l s , o p e n i n g f o r m e t h e g r e a t 

G o d ' s t e m p l e o f N a t u r e . 

I n o w h a d w h a t I n e e d e d : t o t h e C h u r c h w a s a d d e d t h e 

N a t u r e - T e m p l e ; to t h e r e l i g i o u s C h r i s t i a n l i fe , t h e l i fe o f N a t u r e ; 

to t h e p a s s i o n a t e d i s c o r d o f h u m a n l i fe t h e t r a n q u i l p e a c e o f t h e 

l i fe o f p l a n t s . F r o m t h a t t i m e it w a s a s i f I h e l d t h e c l u e o f 

A r i a d n e to g u i d e m e t h r o u g h t h e l a b y r i n t h o f l i fe. A n i n t i m a t e 

c o m m u n i o n w i t h N a t u r e f o r m o r e than t h i r t y y e a r s ( a l t h o u g h , 

i n d e e d , o f t e n i n t e r r u p t e d , s o m e t i m e s for l o n g i n t e r v a l s ) h a s t a u g h t 

m e that p l a n t s , e s p e c i a l l y t r e e s , a r e a m i r r o r , o r r a t h e r a s y m b o l , 

o f h u m a n l i fe i n i ts h i g h e s t s p i r i t u a l r e l a t i o n s ; a n d I t h i n k o n e 

o f the g r a n d e s t a n d d e e p e s t f o r e - f e e l i n g s t h a t h a v e e v e r e m a n a t e d 

f r o m t h e h u m a n soul , i s b e f o r e u s w h e n w e r e a d , in t h e H o l y 

S c r i p t u r e s , o f a t r e e o f k n o w l e d g e o f g o o d a n d e v i l . T h e w h o l e 

o f N a t u r e t e a c h e s us to d i s t i n g u i s h g o o d f r o m e v i l ; e v e n t h e 

w o r l d o f c r y s t a l s a n d s t o n e s — t h o u g h n o t so v i v i d l y , c a l m l y , 

c l e a r l y , a n d m a n i f e s t l y a s t h e w o r l d o f p l a n t s a n d flowers. I sa id 

m y h a z e l b u d s g a v e m e t h e c l u e o f A r i a d n e . M a n y t h i n g s g r e w 

c l e a r to m e : f o r ins tance , t h e e a r l i e s t l i fe a n d a c t i o n s o f o u r first 

p a r e n t s i n P a r a d i s e , and m u c h c o n n e c t e d t h e r e w i t h . 

T h e r e a r e y e t t h r e e p o i n t s t o u c h i n g m y i n n e r l i fe u p to m y 

t e n t h y e a r , w h i c h , b e f o r e I r e s u m e t h e n a r r a t i v e o f m y o u t e r l i fe , 

I s h o u l d l i k e to m e n t i o n here . 

T h e f o l l y , s u p e r s t i t i o n , a n d i g n o r a n c e o f m e n h a d d a r e d to 

a s s u m e t h e n , a s t h e y h a v e d o n e l a t e l y , that the w o r l d w o u l d 

s o o n c o m e to a n e n d . M y m i n d , h o w e v e r , r e m a i n e d p e r f e c t l y 

t r a n q u i l , b e c a u s e I r e a s o n e d t h u s w i t h m y s e l f firmly a n d d e -

finitely : — M a n k i n d w i l l not p a s s f r o m t h e w o r l d , n o r w i l l t h e 

w o r l d i t se l f p a s s a w a y , u n t i l t h e h u m a n race h a s a t t a i n e d to t h a t 

d e g r e e o f p e r f e c t i o n of w h i c h i t i s c a p a b l e o n e a r t h . T h e e a r t h , 

N a t u r e i n i ts n a r r o w e s t s e n s e , w i l l n o t p a s s a w a y , m o r e o v e r , 

unt i l m e n h a v e a t t a i n e d a p e r f e c t i n s i g h t into i t s e s s e n c e . T h i s 

i d e a h a s r e t u r n e d t o m e d u r i n g m y l i f e in m a n y a v a r i e d g u i s e , 

a n d I h a v e o f t e n b e e n i n d e b t e d to i ts i n f l u e n c e f o r p e a c e , firmness, 

p e r s e v e r a n c e , a n d c o u r a g e . 

T o w a r d s t h e e n d of t h i s e p o c h , m y e l d e s t b r o t h e r , a l r e a d y 

s p o k e n of, w a s at t h e u n i v e r s i t y , a n d s t u d i e d t h e o l o g y . * P h i l o s o -

p h i c cr i t i c i sm w a s t h e n b e g i n n i n g to e l u c i d a t e c e r t a i n C h u r c h 

d o g m a s . It w a s t h e r e f o r e not v e r y s u r p r i s i n g that f a t h e r a n d 

s o n o f t e n d i f f e r e d in o p i n i o n . I r e m e m b e r t h a t o n e d a y t h e y h a d 

a v i o l e n t d i s p u t e a b o u t r e l i g i o n a n d C h u r c h m a t t e r s . M y f a t h e r 

s t o r m e d , a n d a b s o l u t e l y d e c l i n e d t o y i e l d ; m y b r o t h e r , t h o u g h 

n a t u r a l l y o f a m i l d d i s p o s i t i o n , flushed d e e p - r e d w i t h e x c i t e m e n t ; 

a n d h e , too, c o u l d not a b a n d o n w h a t h e h a d r e c o g n i s e d a s t r u e . 

I w a s p r e s e n t a l s o o n th is a s o n m a n y o t h e r occas ions , an u n -

o b s e r v e d w i t n e s s , a n d c a n st i l l s e e f a t h e r a n d s o n s t a n d i n g f a c e to 

f a c e i n t h e c o n f l i c t o f o p i n i o n . I a l m o s t t h o u g h t I u n d e r s t o o d 

s o m e t h i n g o f t h e s u b j e c t i n d i s p u t e ; I fe l t a s i f I m u s t s i d e w i t h 

m y b r o t h e r , b u t t h e r e s e e m e d a t t h e s a m e t i m e s o m e t h i n g i n m y 

f a t h e r ' s v i e w w h i c h i n d i c a t e d t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f a m u t u a l u n d e r -

s t a n d i n g . A l r e a d y I fe l t in a d i m w a y t h a t e v e r y i l l u s i o n h a s a 

t r u e s ide , w h i c h o f t e n l e a d s m e n to c l ing to it w i t h a d e s p e r a t e 

firmness. T h i s c o n v i c t i o n h a s b e c o m e m o r e a n d m o r e c o n f i r m e d 

i n m e t h e l o n g e r I h a v e l i v e d ; a n d w h e n at a n y t i m e I h a v e 

h e a r d t w o m e n d i s p u t i n g f o r t h e t r u t h ' s s a k e , I h a v e f o u n d t h a t 

t h e t r u t h i s u s u a l l y to b e l e a r n t f r o m b o t h s ides . T h e r e f o r e I 

h a v e n e v e r l i k e d t o t a k e s i d e s ; a f o r t u n a t e t h i n g f o r m e . t 

A n o t h e r y o u t h f u l e x p e r i e n c e w h i c h a l s o h a d a d e c i d e d i n f l u e n c e 

i n f o r m i n g m y c a s t o f c h a r a c t e r , w a s t h e f o l l o w i n g : — " T h e r e a r e 

c e r t a i n o f t - r e p e a t e d d e m a n d s m a d e u p o n t h e m e m b e r s o f o u r 

* Christoph Froebel is here meant. He studied at the University of 

Jena. 

t In this case Froebel's usually accurate judgment of his own character seems 

at fault; his opinions being always most decided, even to the point of some-

times rendering him incapable of fairly appreciating the views of others. 



r4 Autobiography of Froebel. 

E s t a b l i s h e d C h u r c h ; s u c h as , to e n t e r u p o n t h e s e r v i c e o f C h r i s t , 

t o s h o w f o r t h C h r i s t i n o n e ' s l i fe , to f o l l o w J e s u s , etc. T h e s e 

i n j u n c t i o n s w e r e b r o u g h t h o m e to m e t i m e s w i t h o u t n u m b e r 

t h r o u g h t h e z e a l o f m y f a t h e r a s a t e a c h e r o f o t h e r s a n d a l i v e r 

h i m s e l f of a C h r i s t i a n l i fe . W h e n d e m a n d s a r e m a d e o n a chi ld 

w h i c h a r e in h a r m o n y w i t h chi ld n a t u r e , h e k n o w s n o r e l u c t a n c e 

m fu l f i l l ing t h e m ; a n d a s h e r e c e i v e s t h e m e n t i r e l y a n d un-

r e s e r v e d l y , s o a l s o h e c o m p l i e s w i t h t h e m e n t i r e l y a n d u n r e -

s e r v e d l y T h a t t h e s e d e m a n d s w e r e so o f t e n r e p e a t e d c o n v i n c e d 

m e o f their i n t e n s e i m p o r t a n c e ; b u t I f e l t at t h e s a m e t i m e t h e 

d i f f i c u l t y o r i n d e e d , a s it s e e m e d to m e , t h e i m p o s s i b i l i t y of 

f u l f i l l i n g t h e m . T h e i n h e r e n t c o n t r a d i c t i o n w h i c h I s e e m e d to 

p e r c e i v e h e r e i n t h r e w m e into g r e a t d e p r e s s i o n ; b u t at last I 

a r r i v e d at t h e b l e s s e d c o n v i c t i o n t h a t h u m a n n a t u r e is s u c h that 

i t i s not i m p o s s i b l e f o r m a n to l i v e t h e l i f e o f J e s u s i n its p u r i t y 

a n d t o s h o w it f o r t h to t h e w o r l d , i f h e w i l l o n l y t a k e t h e r i g h 
w a y t o w a r d s it. 6 

T h i s t h o u g h t , w h i c h , a s o f t e n a s it c o m e s into m y m i n d , c a r r i e s 

m e b a c k e v e n n o w to t h e s c e n e s a n d s u r r o u n d i n g s o f m y b o y -

i m n r U ^ a m o n S s t t h e last m e n t a l 

Z a t v e n 0 S f ° t h l S P e r ° d ' a n d ^ ^ d o s e - t h e r e f o r e , the 
n a r r a t i v e o f m y m e n t a l d e v e l o p m e n t a t th is age . It b e c a m e 
la ter , t h e p o i n t w h e r e o n m y w h o l e l i fe h i n - e d ' 

F r o m w h a t I h a v e said o f m y b o y i s h I n n e r l ife, it m i g h t b e 

a s s u m e d that m y o u t e r l i fe w a s a h a p p y a n d p e a c e f u l one. S u c h 

an a s s u m p t i o n w o u l d , h o w e v e r , not b e correct . It s e e m s a s i i t 

h a d a l w a y s b e e n m y fa te to r e p r e s e n t a n d c o m b i n e t h e h a r d e 

a n d s h a r p e s t c o n t r a s t s . M y o u t e r l i fe w a s r e a l l y in c o m p l e t e 

r ^ Z 7 T T 1 h 3 d g r ° W n " P a m o t h e r ? n t 
P h y s i c a l e d u c a t i o n had b e e n n e g l e c t e d , a n d in c o n s e q u e n c e I h a d 

a c q u i r e d m a n y a bad habi t . I a l w a y s l i k e d to be d o i n g s o m e t h i n g 

or a n o t h e r b u t i n m y c l u m s y w a y I m a d e m i s t a k e s a s to h d c e 

o f m a t e r i a l s , o f t i m e , a n d o f p lace , a n d t h u s often i n c u r r e d t h e 

severe_ d i s p l e a s u r e o f m y parents . I fe l t this , b e i n g o f a s e n s i t i v e 

disposi t ion, m o r e k e e n l y a n d m o r e p e r s i s t e n t l y than m y p a r e n t s • 

h e m o r e so a s I f e l t m y s e l f g e n e r a l l y to b l a m e in f o r m r a t h ^ 

t h a n in s u b s t a n c e , a n d ,n m y i n m o s t h e a r t I c o u l d s e e t h e r e w a s 

a p o i n t o f v i e w f r o m w h e n c e m y c o n d u c t w o u l d s e e m , in s u b s t a n c e 

a t a l l e v e n t s , not a l t o g e t h e r w r o n g , sti l l l e s s b l a m e w o r t h y . T h e 

m o t i v e s a s s i g n e d t o m y a c t i o n s w e r e not t h o s e w h i c h a c t u a t e d 

m e , so far a s I c o u l d t e l l ; a n d t h e c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f b e i n g m i s -

j u d g e d m a d e m e r e a l l y w h a t I h a d b e e n b e l i e v e d to b e b e f o r e , a 

t h o r o u g h l y n a u g h t y b o y . O u t o f f e a r o f p u n i s h m e n t I h i d e v e n 

t h e m o s t h a r m l e s s a c t i o n s , a n d w h e n I w a s q u e s t i o n e d I m a d e 

u n t r u t h f u l a n s w e r s . 

In short , I w a s set d o w n a s w i c k e d , a n d m y f a t h e r , w h o h a d 

not a l w a y s t i m e t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e j u s t i c e o f t h e a c c u s a t i o n s a g a i n s t 

m e , r e m e m b e r e d o n l y t h e facts a s t h e y w e r e r e p r e s e n t e d t o h i m . 

M y n e g l e c t e d c h i l d h o o d c a l l e d f o r t h t h e r i d i c u l e o f o t h e r s ; w h e n 

p l a y i n g w i t h m y s t e p - b r o t h e r , I w a s a l w a y s , a c c o r d i n g to m y 

m o t h e r , t h e c a u s e o f a n y t h i n g t h a t w e n t w r o n g . A s t h e m i n d of 

m y p a r e n t s t u r n e d m o r e a n d m o r e a w a y f r o m m e , so o n m y s i d e 

m y l i fe b e c a m e m o r e a n d m o r e s e p a r a t e d f r o m t h e i r s ; a n d I w a s 

a b a n d o n e d t o t h e s o c i e t y o f p e o p l e w h o , i f m y d i s p o s i t i o n h a d 

not b e e n s o t h o r o u g h l y h e a l t h y , m i g h t h a v e i n j u r e d m e e v e n m o r e 

t h a n t h e y did. I l o n g e d to e s c a p e f r o m t h i s u n h a p p y s t a t e o f 

t h i n g s ; a n d I c o n s i d e r e d m y e l d e r b r o t h e r s f o r t u n a t e i n b e i n g 

al l o f t h e m a w a y f r o m h o m e . J u s t a t t h i s m e l a n c h o l y t i m e c a m e 

h o m e m y e l d e s t b r o t h e r . H e a p p e a r e d to m e a s a n a n g e l o f 

d e l i v e r a n c e , for h e r e c o g n i s e d a m i d s t m y m a n y f a u l t s m y b e t t e r 

n a t u r e , a n d p r o t e c t e d m e a g a i n s t i l l - t r e a t m e n t . H e w e n t a w a y 

a g a i n a f t e r a s h o r t s t a y ; b u t I f e l t t h a t m y s o u l w a s l i n k e d to his , 

t h e n c e f o r t h , d o w n to i ts i n m o s t d e p t h s ; a n d i n d e e d , a f t e r h i s 

death, th is l o v e o f m i n e f o r h i m t u r n e d t h e w h o l e c o u r s e o f m y 

l i f e * 

T h e b o o n w a s at last v o u c h s a f e d m e , a n d t h a t at m y g r e a t e s t 

n e e d , to l e a v e m y f a t h e r ' s h o u s e . H a d it b e e n o t h e r w i s e , 

t h e f l a g r a n t c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n m y o u t e r a n d i n n e r l i fe m u s t 

n e c e s s a r i l y h a v e d e v e l o p e d t h e e v i l i n c l i n a t i o n s w h i c h h a d b e g u n 

in e a r n e s t to f a s t e n u p o n m e . A n e w l i fe e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t f r o m 

t h e f o r m e r n o w o p e n e d b e f o r e m e . I w a s t e n y e a r s a n d n i n e 

m o n t h s old. B u t I p a u s e y e t a n o t h e r m o m e n t i n t h e c o n t e m p l a -

* Froebel is alluding to his undertaking the education of his brother Chris-

toph's sons, in November 1816, when he finally decided to devote his life to the 

cause of education. 



t ion o f th is p e r i o d b e f o r e I p a s s to i ts n a r r a t i o n . In o r d e r to b e 

c l e a r l y u n d e r s t o o d b y y o u r s e r e n e H i g h n e s s , w h i c h i s v e r y 

n e c e s s a r y to m e i f I a m t o a t t a i n m y o b j e c t , I w i l l c o m p a r e , w i t h 

y o u r p e r m i s s i o n , m y f o r m e r l i fe w i t h m y p r e s e n t . I s h a l l e n -

d e a v o u r to s h o w h o w I t r a c e t h e c o n n e c t i o n of m y e a r l i e r a n d m y 

l a t e r l i f e ; h o w m y e a r l i e r l i fe h a s p r o v e d f o r m e t h e m e a n s o f 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g m y l a t e r ; h o w , in g e n e r a l , m y o w n i n d i v i d u a l l i fe 

h a s b e c o m e to m e a k e y to t h e u n i v e r s a l l i f e , o r , i n s h o r t , to w h a t 

I cal l t h e s y m b o l i c l i f e a n d t h e p e r p e t u a l , c o n d i t i o n e d , a n d un-

b r o k e n c h a i n o f e x i s t e n c e . 

S i n c e , t h r o u g h o u t t h e p e r i o d w h i c h I h a v e j u s t d e s c r i b e d , m y 

i n n e r se l f , m y l i fe a n d b e i n g , m y d e s i r e s a n d e n d e a v o u r s , w e r e 

n o t d i s c e r n e d b y m y p a r e n t s , s o i s it w i t h m e n o w w i t h r e g a r d 

t o c e r t a i n G e r m a n G o v e r n m e n t s * A n d j u s t a s m y o u t w a r d l i fe 

t h e n w a s i m p e r f e c t a n d i n c o m p l e t e , t h r o u g h w h i c h i n c o m p l e t e -

n e s s m y i n n e r l i fe w a s m i s u n d e r s t o o d , s o a l s o n o w t h e i m p e r -

fect ion a n d i n c o m p l e t e n e s s o f m y e s t a b l i s h m e n t p r e v e n t p e o p l e 

f r o m d i s c e r n i n g t h e t r u e n a t u r e , t h e b a s i s , t h e s o u r c e , t h e a i m a n d 

p u r p o s e , o f m y d e s i r e s a n d e n d e a v o u r s , a n d f r o m p r o m o t i n g t h e m 

a f t e r r e c o g n i s i n g t h e i r v a l u e , i n a r i g h t p r i n c e l y a n d p a t r i o t i c 

sp ir i t . r 

T h e m i s a p p r e h e n s i o n , t h e o p p r e s s i o n u n d e r w h i c h I s u f f e r e d 

m m y e a r l y y e a r s , p r e p a r e d m e to b e a r s i m i l a r e v i l s l a t e r o n a n d 

e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w h i c h w e i g h u p o n m e i n t h e p r e s e n t c i r c u m -

s t a n c e s o f m y l i fe . A n d a s I s e e m y p r e s e n t p r i v a t e a n d p u b l i c 

l i f e a n d m y d e s t i n y r e f l e c t e d i n a p a r t o f m y f o r m e r l i fe , j u s t so 

d o 1 r e a d a n d t race t h e p r e s e n t u n i v e r s a l l i f e in m y f o r m e r indi-

v i d u a l l i fe . M o r e o v e r , in t h e s a m e w a y a s I t r i e d a s ch i ld o r b o y 

t o e d u c a t e m y s e l f to b e a w o r t h y m a n a c c o r d i n g to t h o s e l a w s 

w h i c h G o d h a d i m p l a n t e d , u n k n o w n to m e , w i t h i n m y n a t u r e so 

n o w d o I s t r i v e in t h e s a m e w a y , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s a m e l a w s , a n d 

A t the time Froebel was writing this autobiographical letter (1827-) and 
seeking thereby to enlist the Duke of Meiningen's sympathies in his work 'in 
order to found a fresh institution at Helba, he was undergoing what was almost 
a persecution at Keilhau. A l l associations of progressive men were frowned 
upon as politically dangerous, and Keilhau, amongst the rest, was held in sus-
picion .Somewhat of this is seen in the interesting account by Barop further 
on ("Cri t ica l Moments at Keilhau"). F 

b y t h e s a m e m e t h o d , to e d u c a t e t h e c h i l d r e n o f m y c o u n t r y . 

T h a t f o r w h i c h I s t r o v e a s a b o y , not y e t c o n s c i o u s o f a n y p u r p o s e , 

t h e h u m a n r a c e n o w s t r i v e s f o r w i t h e q u a l u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s of 

p u r p o s e , b u t f o r a l l that n o n e t h e l e s s t r u l y . T h e r a c e i s , h o w -

e v e r , s u r r o u n d e d b y l e s s f a v o u r a b l e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a n t h o s e 

w h i c h i n f l u e n c e d m e i n m y b o y h o o d . 

L i f e i n i ts g r e a t a s w e l l a s i n i ts s m a l l a s p e c t s , i n h u m a n i t y 

and t h e h u m a n r a c e a s w e l l a s in t h e i n d i v i d u a l ( e v e n t h o u g h t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l m a n o f t e n w i l f u l l y m a r s h i s o w n e x i s t e n c e ) — l i f e , in 

t h e p r e s e n t , t h e past , a n d t h e f u t u r e , h a s a l w a y s a p p e a r e d to m e 

a s a g r e a t u n d i v i d e d w h o l e , i n w h i c h o n e t h i n g i s e x p l a i n e d , i s 

j u s t i f i e d , is c o n d i t i o n e d a n d u r g e d f o r w a r d b y t h e o t h e r . 

In o r d e r that , if it b e p o s s i b l e , t h e r e s h o u l d r e m a i n n o o b s c u r i t y 

w h a t e v e r i n m y act ions , t h o u g h t s , a n d l i fe , I s h a l l p r o c e e d t o 

c o n s i d e r t h e m al l , d o w n to t h e v e r y l a t e s t e v e n t w h i c h h a s h a p -

p e n e d to m e ; t h a t is , t h e w r i t i n g - d o w n of t h i s s t a t e m e n t o f m y 

l i fe f o r y o u r H i g h n e s s . M y l i f e e x p e r i e n c e it i s w h i c h u r g e s m e 

to d o th is ; n o t a n y w h i m or c a p r i c e . C o m m o n w o r l d l y w i s d o m 

w o u l d c h a l l e n g e s u c h a s t e p i f it w e r e k n o w n ; n o o n e w o u l d de-

s i r e t o t a k e it, n o o n e w o u l d d a r e to t a k e it. I d a r e it, a n d I d o 

it, b e c a u s e m y c h i l d h o o d h a s t a u g h t m e t h a t w h e r e f o r t r u s t w e 

find d i s t r u s t , w h e r e f o r u n i o n w e find d i v i s i o n , w h e r e f o r b e l i e f 

w e find d o u b t , t h e r e b u t sad f r u i t w i l l c o m e t o t h e h a r v e s t , a n d a 

b u r d e n s o m e a n d n a r r o w l i fe a l o n e c a n f o l l o w . 

I r e t u r n a g a i n to t h e n a r r a t i v e o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f m y i n n e r 

a n d o u t e r l i fe . 

A n e w e x i s t e n c e n o w b e g a n f o r m e , e n t i r e l y o p p o s e d to t h a t 

w h i c h I h a d h i t h e r t o led. A n u n c l e o n m y m o t h e r ' s s i d e c a m e t o 

v i s i t u s in t h i s y e a r ; h e w a s a g e n t l e , a f f e c t i o n a t e m a n * H i s 

a p p e a r a n c e a m o n g u s m a d e a m o s t a g r e e a b l e i m p r e s s i o n u p o n 

m e . T h i s unc le , b e i n g a m a n of e x p e r i e n c e , m a y h a v e n o t i c e d 

t h e a d v e r s e i n f l u e n c e s w h i c h s u r r o u n d e d m e ; for s o o n a f t e r h i s 

d e p a r t u r e h e b e g g e d m y f a t h e r b y l e t t e r to t u r n m e o v e r to h i m 

e n t i r e l y . M y f a t h e r r e a d i l y c o n s e n t e d , a n d t o w a r d s t h e e n d of 

* Herr Hoffmann, a clergyman, representing the State in Church matter 

for the district of Stadt-Ilm ; a post somewhat analogous to that of our arch-

deacon. 



t h e y e a r 1 7 9 2 I w e n t to h i m . H e h a d e a r l y lost b o t h w i f e a n d 

c h i l d , a n d o n l y h i s a g e d m o t h e r - i n - l a w l i v e d in h i s h o u s e w i t h 

h i m . In m y f a t h e r ' s h o u s e s e v e r i t y r e i g n e d s u p r e m e ; here , o n 

t h e c o n t r a r y , m i l d n e s s a n d k i n d n e s s he ld s w a y . T h e r e I e n -

c o u n t e r e d m i s t r u s t ; h e r e I w a s t r u s t e d . T h e r e I w a s u n d e r 

r e s t r a i n t ; h e r e I h a d l i b e r t y . H i t h e r t o I h a d h a r d l y e v e r b e e n 

w i t h b o y s o f m y o w n a g e ; h e r e I f o u n d f o r t y s c h o o l f e l l o w s , for I 

j o i n e d t h e u p p e r c l a s s o f t h e t o w n s c h o o l . * 

T h e l i t t le t o w n o f S t a d t - I l m is s i tuated in a s o m e w h a t w i d e 

v a l l e y , a n d o n t h e b a n k s o f a s m a l l l i m p i d s t r e a m . t M y u n c l e ' s 

h o u s e had g a r d e n s a t t a c h e d , in to w h i c h I could g o if I l i k e d ; 

b u t I w a s a l s o at l i b e r t y t o r o a m a l l o v e r t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d , i f 

o n l y I o b e y e d t h e str ict r u l e o f t h e h o u s e to r e t u r n p u n c t u a l l y 

at the t i m e a p p o i n t e d . H e r e I d r a n k i n f r e s h l i f e - e n e r g y in l o n g 

d r a u g h t s ; f o r n o w t h e w h o l e p l a c e w a s m y p l a y g r o u n d , w h e r e a s 

f o r m e r l y , at h o m e , I h a d b e e n l i m i t e d to o u r o w n w a l l s . I g a i n e d 

f r e e d o m of s o u l a n d s t r e n g t h of b o d y . 

T h e c l e r g y m a n w h o t a u g h t u s n e v e r i n t e r f e r e d w i t h o u r g a m e s , 

p l a y e d at c e r t a i n a p p o i n t e d p l a y g r o u n d s , a n d a l w a y s w i t h g r e a t 

f u n a n d spir i t . D e e p l y h u m i l i a t i n g to m e w e r e the f r e q u e n t 

s l i g h t s I r e c e i v e d in o u r p l a y , a r i s i n g f r o m m y b e i n g b e h i n d b o y s 

o f m y a g e in b o d i l y s t r e n g t h , a n d m o r e e s p e c i a l l y in a g i l i t y ; a n d 

al l m y d a s h a n d d a r i n g c o u l d n o t r e p l a c e t h e r o b u s t , s t e a d y 

s t r e n g t h , a n d t h e c o n f i d e n t s u r e n e s s o f a i m w h i c h m y c o m p a n i o n s 

p o s s e s s e d . H a p p y f e l l o w s ! t h e y h a d g r o w n u p in c o n t i n u a l 

e x e r c i s e o f t h e i r y o u t h f u l b o y i s h s t r e n g t h . I f e l t m y s e l f e x c e e d -

i n g l y f o r t u n a t e w h e n I h a d at l e n g t h got so far that m y school-

f e l l o w s c o u l d t o l e r a t e m e a s a c o m p a n i o n i n t h e i r g a m e s . 

B u t w h a t e v e r I a c c o m p l i s h e d in th is r e s p e c t b y pract ice , 

b y c o n t i n u a l e f f o r t o f w i l l , a n d b y t h e n a t u r a l c o u r s e o f 

l i fe , I a l w a y s fe l t m y s e l f p h y s i c a l l y de f ic ient in c o n t r a s t w i t h 

t h e i r u n c r a m p e d b o y i s h p o w e r s . S e t t i n g a s i d e t h a t w h i c h 

I h a d b e e n r o b b e d o f b y m y p r e v i o u s e d u c a t i o n , m y n e w 

* Equal to an English middle-class school. 

t The Ilm, flowing through Thuringia into the Saile, a tributary of the 

Elbe. Oberweissbach is upon the Schwarza, also flowing into the Saale. 

"Weimar stands upon the Ilm, Jena upon the Saale. 

l i fe w a s v i g o r o u s a n d u n f e t t e r e d b y e x t e r n a l r e s t r a i n t ; a n d 

t h e y te l l m e I m a d e g o o d u s e o f m y o p p o r t u n i t y . T h e w o r l d 

l a y o p e n b e f o r e m e , a s far a s I c o u l d g r a s p it. It m a y i n d e e d 

b e b e c a u s e m y p r e s e n t l i fe w a s a s f r e e and u n c o n s t r a i n e d a s m y 

f o r m e r l i fe h a d b e e n c r a m p e d a n d c o n s t r a i n e d , a n y h o w the c o m -

p a n i o n s o f m y y o u t h h a v e r e m i n d e d m e of s e v e r a l i n c i d e n t s o f 

t h a t t i m e w h i c h m a k e m e t h i n k t h a t m y g o o d s p i r i t s led m e to 

t h e b o r d e r s o f w i l d n e s s a n d e x t r a v a g a n c e ; a l t h o u g h a s a b o y I con-

s i d e r e d m y d e m e a n o u r q u i e t e r b y f a r than that o f m y c o m p a n i o n s 

o f m y o w n age. M y c o m m u n i o n w i t h N a t u r e , s i l e n t h i t h e r t o , 

n o w b e c a m e f r e e r a n d m o r e a n i m a t e d . A n d as, at t h e s a m e 

t i m e , m y u n c l e ' s h o u s e w a s fu l l o f p e a c e a n d q u i e t c o n t e m p l a t i o n , 

I w a s a b l e a s I g r e w u p to d e v e l o p that s i d e o f m y c h a r a c t e r a l s o ; 

t h u s o n e v e r y s i d e m y l i fe b e c a m e h a r m o n i o u s l y ba lanced. 

I n t w o p l a c e s , a l i k e c e n t r e s o f e d u c a t i o n , I f o u n d m y s e l f a s 

b e f o r e q u i t e a t h o m e , e v e n t h o u g h I w a s m o r e f r e q u e n t l y than 

e v e r t h e v i c t i m of a b s e n c e o f m i n d — I m e a n t h e c h u r c h a n d t h e 

school . In t h e la t ter I e s p e c i a l l y e n j o y e d t h e h o u r s d e v o t e d to 

r e l i g i o u s ins truct ion . A s w i t h m y u n c l e h i m s e l f , a n d w i t h h i s 

l i fe , so w a s it a l s o w i t h h i s s e r m o n s ; t h e y w e r e gent le , m i l d , 

a n d f u l l o f I o v i n g k i n d n e s s . I c o u l d f o l l o w t h e m q u i t e r e a d i l y , 

a n d i n t h e M o n d a y r e p e t i t i o n at s c h o o l I w a s a b l e t o g i v e a g o o d 

a c c o u n t o f t h e m . B u t t h e r e l i g i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n of o u r o w n school -

t e a c h e r r e s p o n d e d b e s t to m y n e e d s ; al l that I h a d w o r k e d o u t 

f o r m y s e l f w a s p l a c e d b y h i m i n a f u l l e r l ight , a n d r e c e i v e d f r o m 

h i m a h i g h e r c o n f i r m a t i o n . L a t e r in life, w h e n I had g r o w n to 

m a n h o o d , I s p o k e w i t h m y u n c l e on t h e e x c e l l e n c e o f th is t e a c h -

i n g , a n d h e m a d e r e p l y t h a t it w a s i n d e e d v e r y good, b u t w a s 

t o o p h i l o s o p h i c a l a n d a b s t r u s e f o r t h o s e to w h o m it w a s 

a d d r e s s e d ; " f o r t h e e , " c o n t i n u e d h e , " it m a y h a v e b e e n w e l l 

s u i t e d , s i n c e t h o u h a d s t a l r e a d y r e c e i v e d s u c h u n u s u a l l y g o o d 

i n s t r u c t i o n f r o m t h y f a t h e r . " L e t that b e a s it m a y , t h i s t e a c h i n g 

e n l i g h t e n e d , a n i m a t e d , a n d w a r m e d m e , — n a y , g l o w e d w i t h i n m e 

till m y h e a r t w a s c o m p l e t e l y m e l t e d , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n it t o u c h e d 

u p o n t h e l i fe , t h e w o r k , a n d t h e c h a r a c t e r o f J e s u s . A t t h i s I 

w o u l d b u r s t in to tears , a n d t h e l o n g i n g s to l e a d in f u t u r e a 

s i m i l a r l i fe t o o k d e f i n i t e f o r m , a n d w h o l l y fi'led m y soul . W h e n 

I n o w h e a r t a l e s o f t h e e b u l l i t i o n s r f m y y o u t h f u l s - v n t < c c u r r i n g 



Autobiography of Froebel. 

in t h a t p e r i o d of m y l i fe , I c a n n o t h e l p t h i n k i n g t h a t t h e y m u s t 

h a v e led s u p e r f i c i a l o b s e r v e r s t o t h e e r r o n e o u s o p i n i o n t h a t t h e 

m o n i t i o n s a n d t e a c h i n g s o f r e l i g i o n s w e p t o v e r m y s p i r i t w i t h o u t 

l e a v i n g a t r a c e o f t h e i r p a s s a g e . A n d y e t h o w w r o n g l y w o u l d 

s u c h o b s e r v e r s h a v e j u d g e d t h e t r u e s t a t e o f m y i n n e r l i fe ! 

T h e s u b j e c t s b e s t t a u g h t in t h e s c h o o l o f S t a d t - I l m w e r e 

r e a d i n g , w r i t i n g , a r i t h m e t i c , a n d r e l i g i o n . L a t i n w a s m i s e r a b l y 

t a u g h t , a n d sti l l w o r s e l e a r n t . H e r e , a s i n so m a n y s i m i l a r 

schools , t h e t e a c h i n g u t t e r l y l a c k e d t h e e l u c i d a t i o n o f first p r i n -

c iples . T h e t i m e s p e n t o n L a t i n w a s t h e r e f o r e not w a s t e d u p o n 

m e , in so f a r that I l e a r n t f r o m it t h a t s u c h a m e t h o d of t e a c h i n g 

c o u l d b e a r n o f r u i t a m o n g t h e s c h o l a r s . A r i t h m e t i c w a s a v e r y 

f a v o u r i t e s t u d y o f m i n e ; a n d a s I a l s o r e c e i v e d p r i v a t e t u i t i o n i n 

this s u b j e c t , m y p r o g r e s s w a s so r a p i d t h a t I c a m e t o e q u a l m y 

t e a c h e r b o t h i n t h e o r y a n d p r a c t i c e , a l t h o u g h h i s a t t a i n m e n t s 

w e r e b y no m e a n s d e s p i c a b l e . B u t h o w a s t o n i s h e d w a s I w h e n , 

in m y t w e n t y - t h i r d y e a r , I first w e n t to Y v e r d o n , a n d f o u n d 

I c o u l d n o t s o l v e t h e q u e s t i o n s t h e r e b e i n g set to t h e s c h o l a r s ! 

T h i s w a s o n e o f the e x p e r i e n c e s w h i c h p r e p o s s e s s e d m e so 

k e e n l y i n f a v o u r o f P e s t a l o z z i ' s m e t h o d o f t e a c h i n g , a n d d e c i d e d 

m e to b e g i n a r i t h m e t i c m y s e l f f r o m t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g o v e r a g a i n , 

a c c o r d i n g to h i s s y s t e m . B u t m o r e o f t h i s l a t e r . 

I n p h y s i c a l g e o g r a p h y w e r e p e a t e d o u r t a s k s p a r r o t - w i s e , 

s p e a k i n g m u c h a n d k n o w i n g n o t h i n g ; f o r t h e t e a c h i n g o n th is 

s u b j e c t h a d n o t t h e v e r y l e a s t c o n n e c t i o n w i t h r e a l l i fe, n o r h a d 

it a n y a c t u a l i t y f o r us, a l t h o u g h at t h e s a m e t i m e w e c o u l d r i g h t l y 

n a m e o u r l i t t le s p e c k s a n d p a t c h e s o f c o l o u r o n t h e m a p . I 

r e c e i v e d p r i v a t e t u i t i o n in t h i s s u b j e c t a l s o . M y t e a c h e r w i s h e d 

to a d v a n c e f u r t h e r w i t h m e ; h e t o o k m e t o E n g l a n d . I c o u l d 

find n o c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h a t c o u n t r y a n d t h e p l a c e a n d 

c o u n t r y i n w h i c h I d w e l t m y s e l f , so that o f th is i n s t r u c t i o n a l s o I 

r e t a i n e d b u t l i t t le . A s f o r a c t u a l i n s t r u c t i o n i n G e r m a n , it w a s 

not to b e t h o u g h t o f ; b u t w e r e c e i v e d d i r e c t i o n s in l e t t e r - w r i t i n g 

a n d i n s p e l l i n g . I do n o t k n o w w i t h w h a t s t u d y t h e t e a c h i n g of 

s p e l l i n g w a s c o n n e c t e d , b u t I t h i n k it w a s n o t c o n n e c t e d w i t h a n y ; 

it h o v e r e d in t h e air . I h a d l e s s o n s , f u r t h e r m o r e , i n s i n g i n g 

a n d i n p i a n o f o r t e p l a y i n g , b u t w i t h o u t r e s u l t . I m e r e l y m e n t i o n 

a l l t h i s n o w , i n o r d e r to b e a b l e to r e f e r t o it l a t e r on. 

M y l i fe t h e w h o l e t i m e of m y s t a y w i t h m y u n c l e h a d t h r e e 

a s p e c t s : t h e r e l i g i o u s l i fe d e v e l o p i n g a n d b u i l d i n g u p m y m o r a l 

b e i n g ; t h e e x t e r n a l l i fe m a d e u p of b o y i s h p l a y , in to w h i c h I 

t h r e w m y w h o l e e n e r g y ; a n d t h e l i fe o f t h o u g h t q u i e t l y s h o w i n g 

i t se l f w i t h i n m y u n c l e ' s p e a c e f u l h o m e . T o t h i s last i n f l u e n c e a l s o 

I y i e l d e d m y s e l f w i t h e q u a l e a r n e s t n e s s , a n d fe l t n o s u s p i c i o n o f 

t h e a p p a r e n t c o n t r a d i c t i o n w h i c h m y o u t w a r d l i f e e x h i b i t e d to 

s u c h a m o o d . L i k e m y s c h o o l - f e l l o w s , I l i v e d w i t h o u t c o n t r o l ; 

a s f a r a s I s a w or fe l t , I w a s u n t r a m m e l l e d ; a n d y e t I d o n o t cal l 

t o m i n d t h a t a n y of u s e v e r c o m m i t t e d a s e r i o u s l y c u l p a b l e 

a c t i o n . 

H e r e I a m o b l i g e d to m e n t i o n s o m e t h i n g w h i c h a s a n e d u c a -

t ionist I c a n b y n o m e a n s p a s s l i g h t l y b y . W e r e c e i v e d instruc-

tion f r o m t w o s c h o o l m a s t e r s : o n e w a s p e d a n t i c a n d r i g i d ; t h e 

o t h e r , m o r e e s p e c i a l l y o u r c l a s s - t e a c h e r (conrector), w a s l a r g e -

h e a r t e d a n d f ree . T h e first n e v e r h a d a n y i n f l u e n c e o v e r h i s 

c l a s s ; t h e s e c o n d c o u l d d o w h a t e v e r h e p l e a s e d w i t h u s , a n d i f 

h e h a d b u t set h i s m i n d to i t , or p e r h a p s i f h e h a d b e e n a w a r e o f 

his p o w e r , h e m i g h t h a v e d o n e s o m e t h o r o u g h l y g o o d s o u n d 

w o r k w i t h h i s c l a s s . I n t h e l i t t le t o w n of S t a d t - I l m w e r e t w o 

m i n i s t e r s , b o t h e p h o r s * o f t h e school . M y u n c l e , t h e p r i n c i p a l 

m i n i s t e r , w a s m i l d , g e n t l e , a n d k i n d - h e a r t e d , i m p r e s s i v e in d a i l y 

l i fe a s in h i s s a c r e d o f f i ce o r in t h e p u l p i t ; t h e o t h e r m i n i s t e r 

w a s r ig id e v e n to s t e r n n e s s , f r e q u e n t l y s c o l d i n g a n d o r d e r i n g u s 

a b o u t . T h e first led u s w i t h a g l a n c e . A w o r d f r o m h i m , a n d 

s u r e l y f e w w e r e so b r u t i s h a s to r e f u s e t h a t w o r d a d m i t t a n c e to 

t h e i r h e a r t . T h e l o n g e x h o r t a t i o n s o f t h e o t h e r w e n t , f o r t h e 

m o s t par t , o v e r o u r h e a d s , l e a v i n g n o t r a c e b e h i n d . L i k e m y 

f a t h e r , m y u n c l e w a s a t r u e s h e p h e r d of h i s flock; b u t a g e n t l e 

l o v i n g k i n d n e s s to al l m a n k i n d r e i g n e d i n h i m . M y f a t h e r w a s 

m o v e d b y t h e c o n v i c t i o n of t h e r e c t i t u d e of h i s a c t i o n s ; h e w a s 

e a r n e s t a n d s e v e r e . B o t h h a v e b e e n d e a d o v e r t w e n t y y e a r s ; 

b u t h o w d i f f e r e n t i s t h e s p i r i t t h e y h a v e le f t b e h i n d a m o n g s t t h e i r 

c o n g r e g a t i o n s . H e r e , t h e y a r e g l a d a t b e i n g r e l e a s e d f r o m so 

s t r i c t a contro l , a n d , i f I a m r i g h t l y i n f o r m e d , u n b r i d l e d l i c e n s e 

* Superintendents. T h e ephors of ancient Sparta amongst their duties had 

that of the superintendence of education, whence the German title. 



h a s s p r u n g u p a m o n g s t t h e m ; t h e r e , t h e l i t t le t o w n r a i s e s 

i t se l f to h i g h e r a n d e v e r h i g h e r p r o s p e r i t y , a n d al l t h i n g s a r e 

m a d e to s e r v e t o w a r d s m e n t a l c u l t u r e , a s w e l l a s t o w a r d s a r i g n t 

c i t i zen- l ike b u s i n e s s a c t i v i t y . I p e r m i t m y s e l f th is d i g r e s s i o n , 

b e c a u s e t h e s e r e s u l t s w e r e p a r a l l e l e d a s a l i f e - e x p e r i e n c e i n m y 

o w n life. 

In th is m a n n e r I l i v e d , u p to m y c o n f i r m a t i o n ; a l l b u t a f e w 

w e e k s , that is , w h i c h I s p e n t at m y p a r e n t s ' h o u s e d u r i n g t h e 

l o n g h o l i d a y s . H e r e , too , e v e r y t h i n g s e e m e d to t a k e a g e n t l e r 

t u r n , a n d t h e d o m e s t i c , t h r i f t y a c t i v i t y w h i c h filled t h e p lace , 

a n d a l w a y s s t r u c k m e a n e w in m y p e r i o d i c a l v i s i t s h o m e ' 

w r o u g h t u p o n m e w i t h m o s t benef ic ia l e f f e c t T h e c o p p e r - p l a t e 

e n g r a v i n g s in m y f a t h e r ' s l i b r a r y w e r e t h e first t h i n g s I s o u g h t 

out , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e r e p r e s e n t i n g s c e n e s i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e 

w o r l d . A t a b l e s h o w i n g o u r ( G e r m a n ) a l p h a b e t in i ts r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h m a n y o t h e r s m a d e a s u r p r i s i n g i m p r e s s i o n u p o n m e . It 

e n a b l e d m e to r e c o g n i s e t h e c o n n e c t i o n a n d t h e d e r i v a t i o n o f o u r 

l e t t e r s f r o m t h e old P h o e n i c i a n c h a r a c t e r s . T h i s g a v e m e a d i m 

c o n c e p t i o n of t h e i n n e r c o n n e c t i o n of all t h o s e l a n g u a g e s o f 

w h i c h , a s m y b r o t h e r h a d s t u d i e d a n d w a s st i l l s t u d y i n g t h e m , 

I o f ten h e a r d , a n d s a w in pr int . E s p e c i a l l y t h e G r e e k l a n g u a g e 

lost m u c h of i t s s t r a n g e n e s s in m y e y e s , n o w that I could 

r e c o g n i s e i ts c h a r a c t e r s in t h e G e r m a n a l p h a b e t . A l l this , h o w -

e v e r , h a d n o i m m e d i a t e c o n s e q u e n c e i n m y l i f e ; t h e s e t h i n g s , a s 

e c h o e s f r o m m y y o u t h , p r o d u c e d t h e i r ef fect u p o n m e at a l i t e r 

t i m e . 

A t t h i s t i m e , too, I r e a d a l l s o r t s o f b o y s ' b o o k s . T h e s t o r y 

o f S a m u e l L a w i l l i m p r e s s e d m e m o s t v i v i d l y ; I, too, l o n g e d f o r 

s u c h a r ing , w h i c h b y i ts w a r n i n g p r e s s u r e o n m y finger c o u l d 

h i n d e r m y h a n d f r o m e f f e c t i n g u n w o r t h y p u r p o s e s , a n d I w a s 

v e r y a n g r y w i t h t h e y o u t h f u l o w n e r o f t h e r i n g i n t h e s t o r y , 

w h o t h r e w it a w a y in i rr i ta t ion b e c a u s e it p r e s s e d h i m right 

h a r d at a m o m e n t w h e n h e w i s h e d to c o m m i t a p a s s i o n a t e 

d e e d . * 

M y c o n f i r m a t i o n , a n d t h e p r e p a r a t i o n for it, al l c o n d u c t e d b y 

* This story is not now popular, but its nature is sufficiently indicated in the 
text. 

m y unc le , w a s o v e r . I h a d r e c e i v e d f r o m i t t h e m o s t i m p r e s s i v e 

a n d t h e m o s t f a r - r e a c h i n g i n f l u e n c e in m y w h o l e l i fe , and al l m y 

l i fe- threads f o u n d in i t the i r p o i n t of u n i o n a n d r e p o s e . I h a d 

n o w to b e p r e p a r e d f o r s o m e b u s i n e s s ca l l ing , a n d t h e q u e s t i o n 

w a s ra ised, f o r w h i c h ? T h a t I s h o u l d not s t u d y a t t h e u n i v e r s i t y 

h a d a l r e a d y b e e n d e c i d e d l o n g b e f o r e b y t h e e x p r e s s d e t e r m i n a -

tion of m y s t e p - m o t h e r . F o r s i n c e t w o of m y b r o t h e r s h a d 

d e v o t e d t h e m s e l v e s to s t u d y , s h e f e a r e d t h a t t h e f u r t h e r a d d i -

t iona l e x p e n s e w o u l d b e too h e a v y a b u r d e n u p o n m y f a t h e r ' s 

m e a n s . It m a y b e t h a t th is i n t e n t i o n had a l r e a d y i n f l u e n c e d a n d 

l i m i t e d m y w h o l e c o u r s e o f i n s t r u c t i o n ; a n d p r o b a b l y o n l y t h e 

l i t t le n a r r o w c i rc le of f u t u r e b u s i n e s s a i m s h a d b e e n c o n s i d e r e d ; 

t h e e y e h a d not l o o k e d u p o n the b o y a s a f u t u r e m a n . P o s s i b l y 

f r o m th is c a u s e I w a s k e p t so l i t t le to L a t i n . ; it w a s e n o u g h if I 

l e a r n t , a s o u r m o d e of e x p r e s s i o n ran, to " s t a t e a Casus " ( that 

is , to d e c l i n e a n o u n ) . F r o m m y o w n e x p e r i e n c e it w a s t h u s 

s h o w n to m e h o w e m i n e n t l y i n j u r i o u s it i s in e d u c a t i o n a n d in 

instruct ion to c o n s i d e r o n l y a c e r t a i n c i r c l e o f f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s o r 

a cer ta in r a n k i n life. T h e w e a r i s o m e o l d - f a s h i o n e d e d u c a t i o n 

ad hoc ( that is, f o r s o m e o n e s p e c i a l p u r p o s e ) h a s a l w a y s l e f t 

m a n y a n o b l e p o w e r o f m a n ' s n a t u r e u n a w a k e n e d . 

A c a r e e r in o u r c o u n t r y f r e q u e n t l y c h o s e n b y t h e w o r t h i e s t 

a n d m o s t a n x i o u s p a r e n t s f o r t h e i r s o n s i s t h a t o f a p o s t in t h e 

T r e a s u r y a n d E x c h e q u e r . A s p i r a n t s to s u c h a p o s t h a v e t w o 

m e a n s of e n t e r i n g a n d t w o s t a r t i n g - p o i n t s in t h i s c a r e e r ; e i t h e r 

t h e y b e c o m e a c l e r k to o n e of t h e m i n o r of f ic ia ls in t h e T r e a s u r y 

o r E x c h e q u e r , o r t h e p e r s o n a l s e r v a n t o f o n e o f t h e h i g h e s t 

of f ic ials . A s m y k n o w l e d g e o f w r i t i n g a n d figures s e e m e d to m y 

f a t h e r s a t i s f a c t o r y a n d s u f f i c i e n t f o r s u c h a p o s t , a n d a s h e k n e w 

w e l l that it m i g h t lead, not m e r e l y to a l i fe f r e e f r o m p e c u n i a r y 

c a r e s , b u t e v e n to w e a l t h a n d f o r t u n e , h e c h o s e th is c a r e e r a s 

mine.' B u t t h e m i n o r T r e a s u r y off icial w h o m i g h t h a v e f o u n d 

e m p l o y m e n t f o r s u c h a y o u n g m a n , s h o w e d v a r i o u s r e a s o n s w h y 

h e could n o t or w o u l d not a s y e t r e c e i v e m e a s a c l e r k . T h e r e 

w a s s o m e t h i n g in m y n a t u r e w h i c h r e v o l t e d a g a i n s t t h e s e c o n d 

m o d e I h a v e m e n t i o n e d of e n t e r i n g t h i s c a r e e r ; s o m e t h i n g w h i c h 

I n e v e r a f t e r w a r d s e x p e r i e n c e d , b u t w h i c h at t h e t i m e a b s o l u t e l y 

* Christoph and Traugott. 



p r e v e n t e d m e f r o m c h o o s i n g s u c h a m o d e o f s t a r t i n g in m y f u t u r e 

p r o f e s s i o n , a n d that in s p i t e o f t h e m o s t a l l u r i n g h o p e s t h a t w e r e 

he ld o u t to m e . M y f a t h e r m e a n t w e l l a n d h o n e s t l y b y m e , b u t 

fate r u l e d it a g a i n s t h i m . S t r a n g e l y e n o u g h , it h a p p e n e d t h a t i n 

m y l a t e r c a p a c i t y o f s c h o o l m a s t e r , I b e c a m e t h e e d u c a t o r a n d 

t e a c h e r o f t w o o f t h e n e p h e w s of t h a t v e r y m a n into w h o s e 

s e r v i c e m y f a t h e r h a d m e a n t to h a v e s e n t m e ; a n d I h o p e to G o d 

that I h a v e b e e n of g r e a t e r s e r v i c e t o t h a t f a m i l y b y filling t h e 

h e a r t a n d b r a i n o f t h e s e y o u n g p e o p l e w i t h g o o d a n d u s e f u l 

n o t i o n s t h a n i f I h a d b r u s h e d t h e c l o t h e s a n d s h o e s o f t h e i r 

uncle , a n d s p r e a d h i s t a b l e w i t h s a v o u r y d i s h e s . In t h e la t ter 

c a s e , v e r y l i k e l y a n e x t e r n a l l y e a s y a n d h a p p y e x i s t e n c e m i g h t 

h a v e b e e n m i n e , w h e r e a s n o w I w a g e a c o n s t a n t fight w i t h 

c a r e s a n d di f f icul t ies! 

S u f f i c e i t t o s a y , th is c a r e e r w a s c l o s e d to m e ; a s e c o n d w a s 

p r o p o s e d b y m y m o t h e r , b u t f r o m th is m y f a t h e r d e l i v e r e d m e b y 

e x p r e s s i n g a d e c i d e d d i s a p p r o v a l . 

M y o w n d e s i r e s a n d i n c l i n a t i o n s w e r e n o w a t l a s t c o n s u l t e d . 

I w a n t e d to b e a n a g r i c u l t u r i s t i n t h e f u l l m e a n i n g o f t h e w o r d ; 

f o r I l o v e d m o u n t a i n , field, a n d f o r e s t ; a n d I h e a r d a l s o t h a t t o 

learn a n y t h i n g so l id in t h i s o c c u p a t i o n o n e m u s t b e w e l l a c q u a i n t e d 

w i t h g e o m e t r y a n d l a n d - s u r v e y i n g . F r o m w h a t I h a d l e a r n t of 

t h e la t ter b y s n a t c h e s n o w a n d t h e n , t h e p r o s p e c t o f k n o w i n g 

m o r e a b o u t it d e l i g h t e d m e m u c h ; a n d I c a r e d n o t w h e t h e r I 

b e g a n w i t h f o r e s t r y , w i t h f a r m i n g , o r w i t h g e o m e t r y a n d land-

s u r v e y i n g . M y f a t h e r t r i e d to find a p o s i t i o n f o r m e ; b u t t h e 

f a r m e r s a s k e d too h i g h a p r e m i u m . J u s t a t t h i s t i m e h e b e c a m e 

a c q u a i n t e d w i t h a f o r e s t e r w h o h a d a l s o a c o n s i d e r a b l e r e p u t a t i o n 

a s l a n d - s u r v e y o r a n d v a l u e r . T h e y s o o n c a m e to t e r m s , a n d I 

w a s a p p r e n t i c e d to t h i s m a n f o r t w o y e a r s , t o l e a r n f o r e s t r y , 

v a l u i n g , g e o m e t r y , a n d l a n d - s u r v e y i n g . I w a s f i f t e e n y e a r s a n d 

a h a l f o l d w h e n I b e c a m e an a p p r e n t i c e to the f o r e s t e r , o n Mid-

s u m m e r D a y 1 7 9 7 . 

It w a s t w o d a y s ' j o u r n e y f r o m m y h o m e to t h e f o r e s t e r ' s , f o r 

his distr ict w a s not in o u r c o u n t r y . T h e m a n o f t e n g a v e m e 

p r o o f s of h i s t h o r o u g h a n d m a n y - s i d e d k n o w l e d g e ; b u t h e d i d 

not u n d e r s t a n d t h e a r t o f c o n v e y i n g h i s k n o w l e d g e to o t h e r s , 

e s p e c i a l l y b e c a u s e w h a t h e k n e w h e h a d a c q u i r e d o n l y b y d i n t o f 

a c t u a l e x p e r i e n c e * F u r t h e r , s o m e w o r k of t i m b e r - f l o a t i n g + w i t h 

w h i c h h e h a d b e e n e n t r u s t e d h i n d e r e d h i m f r o m d e v o t i n g t o m e 

t h e s t i p u l a t e d t i m e n e c e s s a r y for m y i n s t r u c t i o n . 

A s s o o n a s I s a w t h i s q u i t e c l e a r l y , m y o w n a c t i v i t y o f m i n d 

u r g e d m e to m a k e u s e o f t h e r e a l l y e x c e l l e n t b o o k s o n f o r e s t r y 

a n d g e o m e t r y w h i c h I f o u n d l y i n g to m y h a n d . I a l s o m a d e 

a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h t h e d o c t o r o f a l i t t le t o w n n e a r b y , w h o s t u d i e d 

n a t u r a l s c i e n c e f o r h i s a m u s e m e n t ; a n d th is f r i e n d lent m e b o o k s 

o n b o t a n y , t h r o u g h w h i c h I l e a r n t a l s o a b o u t o t h e r p l a n t s t h a n 

j u s t t h o s e o f t h e f o r e s t . A g r e a t deal o f m y t i m e d u r i n g t h e 

a b s e n c e o f t h e f o r e s t e r ( w h e n I w a s le f t q u i t e to m y s e l f ) I 

•devoted to m a k i n g a sort o f m a p of t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d I l i v e d 

in • b u t b o t a n y w a s m y s p e c i a l o c c u p a t i o n . M y l i f e a s f o r e s t e r ' s 

a p p r e n t i c e w a s a four-fold o n e : firstly, t h e r e w a s t h e h o m e l i e r 

a n d m o r e p r a c t i c a l s i d e o f l i f e ; t h e n t h e l i f e s p e n t w i t h N a t u r e , 

e s p e c i a l l y f o r e s t - n a t u r e ; t h e n a l s o a l i fe of t h e s t u d y , d e v o t e d to 

w o r k at m a t h e m a t i c s a n d l a n g u a g e s ; a n d l a s t l y , the t i m e s p e n t 

i n g a i n i n g a k n o w l e d g e of p l a n t s . M y c h o s e n p r o f e s s i o n a n d t h e 

o t h e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f m y p o s i t i o n m i g h t h a v e b r o u g h t m e into 

c o n t a c t w i t h m a n y k i n d s o f m e n ; b u t n e v e r t h e l e s s m y l i fe 

r e m a i n e d r e t i r e d a n d s o l i t a r y . M y r e l i g i o u s c h u r c h l i fe n o w 

c h a n g e d to a r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i o n w i t h N a t u r e , a n d i n t h e las t 

h a l f - y e a r I l i v e d e n t i r e l y a m o n g s t a n d w i t h m y p l a n t s , w h i c h 

d r e w m e t o w a r d s t h e m w i t h f a s c i n a t i o n , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t a s 

y e t I h a d n o s e n s e of t h e i n n e r l i fe o f t h e p l a n t w o r l d . C o l l e c t i n g 

a n d d r y i n g s p e c i m e n s of p l a n t s w a s a w o r k I p r o s e c u t e d w i t h t h e 

g r e a t e s t c a r e . A l t o g e t h e r t h i s t i m e o f m y l i fe w a s d e v o t e d i n 

m a n y v a r i o u s w a y s to se l f -educat ion , se l f - instruct ion , a n d m o r a l 

a d v a n c e m e n t . E s p e c i a l l y did I l o v e t o i n d u l g e m y o l d h a b i t o f 

s e l f - o b s e r v a t i o n a n d i n t r o s p e c t i o n . 

* In Germany a Forstmann, or forester, if he has studied forest cultivation 

in a School of Forestry, rises eventually to the position of supervisor of 

forests (Forst-meister). The forester who does not study remains in the inferior 

position. 

+ In the German State forests, the timber, when cut down, is frequently not 

transported by road, but is made to slide down the mountain-sides by timber-

shoots into the streams or rivers ; it is then made up into rafts, and so floated 

down to its destination. 
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I must mention y e t another e v e n t o f t h e greatest importance 

f r o m the point o f v i e w o f m y inner life. A n hour 's w a l k from 

w h e r e I then l ived w a s a smal l c o u n t r y t o w n . A c o m p a n y o f 

s trol l ing actors a r r i v e d there, and p l a y e d in the prince's cast le 

in the t o w n . A f t e r I had s e e n one o f their per formances , hard ly 

a n y o f those w h i c h fo l lowed passed w i t h o u t m y at tendance 

r h e s e p e r f o r m a n c e s m a d e a d e e p a n d l i v e l y impress ion upon m e 

and this the m o r e that I felt as i f m y soul at last received nourish-

m e n t for w h i c h it had long hungered. T h e i m p r e s s i o n s thus 

g a m e d lasted so m u c h the longer, and had so m u c h the greater 

in f luence on m y sel f -cul ture , in that a f ter each p e r f o r m a n c e m y 

h o u r s w a l k h o m e b y dark or in the starl ight a l lowed m e to 

recapitulate w h a t I had heard, and so to digest the m e a n i n g of the 

j l a y - 1 r e m e m b e r espec ia l ly h o w d e e p l y a p e r f o r m a n c e of 

Iffland s Huntsmen m o v e d m e , and h o w it inspired m e with 

f i rm moral resolut ions, w h i c h I imprinted d e e p in m y mind under 

t h e l ight o f t h e s tars . M y interest in the p l a y m a d e m e seek 

acquaintance wi th t h e actors, and espec ia l ly w i t h one of them an 

earnest y o u n g m a n w h o attracted m y attention, and to w h o m I 

s p o k e a b o u t his profess ion. I congratulated h i m on b e i n g a mem-

b e r of such a c o m p a n y , ab le to call u p such ennobl ing s e n t i m e n t s 

in the h u m a n s o u l ; p e r h a p s e v e n e x p r e s s e d a w i s h that I could 

b e c o m e a m e m b e r o f such a c o m p a n y . T h e n the honest fe l low 

described the profess ion of an actor as a bril l iant, deceitful 

m i s e r y , and confessed to m e that h e had been o n l y forced b y 

n e c e s s i t y to adopt t h i s profession, and that h e w a s soon about 

to abandon it. O n c e again I learned by this to div ide cause f r o m 

effect , internal from e x t e r n a l things. M y vis i ts to the p l a y 

brought upon m e a m o s t unpleasant exper ience , for m y father 

w h e n I s p o k e to h i m w i t h o u t concealment of m y p l a y g o i n g 

reproached m e v e r y bi t ter ly for it. H e looked upon m y conduct' 

as d e s e r v i n g the h i g h e s t punishment , w h i c h w a s in absolute 

contradiction wi th m y o w n v i e w ; for I placed the benefi t I had 

der ived from m y at tendance at the p l a y s ide b y side w i t h w h a t 

I had received b y m y attendance at church, and e x p r e s s e d some-

thing o f t h e kind to m y father. A s of ten h a p p e n e d in later life 

so a lso o n this occasion it w a s m y e ldest b r o t h e r w h o w a s t h e 

mediator b e t w e e n m y father and myself.. 

O n M i d s u m m e r D a y 1 7 9 9 m y apprent iceship c a m e to an end. 

T h e forester, w h o could n o w h a v e m a d e m y practical k n o w l e d g e 

of s e r v i c e to himself , w i s h e d to k e e p m e another year . B u t I had 

b y this t ime acquired h i g h e r v i e w s ; I w i s h e d to s tudy mathe-

matics and botany m o r e thoroughly , and I w a s not to b e k e p t 

back from m y purpose . W h e n m y apprent iceship w a s o v e r I 

left h im, and re turned to m y father 's house. 

M y master k n e w w e l l that h e had not done h i s duty t o w a r d s 

m e , and w i t h this p r o b a b l y humil ia t ing consc iousness before him, 

and in spite o f the t h o r o u g h l y sat is factory test imonial that h e 

g a v e m e , h e committed a v e r y m e a n action against me. H e did 

not k n o w a n y t h i n g about m y pr ivate s t u d y ; for instance, m y com-

p l e t e l y w o r k i n g through s o m e e l e m e n t a r y mathematica l books, 

w h i c h I had found m y s e l f qui te w e l l ab le to understand. B e s i d e s , 

h e w a s dissatisfied that I w o u l d not s tay another y e a r w i t h him. 

H e therefore sent a letter to m y father, in w h i c h h e complained 

bitterly of m y conduct, and shifted t h e b l a m e of m y ignorance 

of m y -calling ent i re ly on to m y shoulders . T h i s let ter ac tua l ly 

arr ived at h o m e before I d i d ; and m y father sent it on to m y 

eldest brother , w h o w a s m i n i s t e r in a v i l l a g e through w h i c h I had 

to p a s s on m y w a y h o m e . S o o n a f ter I reached m y brother 's 

h o u s e h e c o m m u n i c a t e d to m e the contents of this inculpatory 

letter. I c leared m y s e l f b y e x p o s i n g the unconscient ious b e h a v i o u r 

o f m y master , and b y s h o w i n g m y p r i v a t e w o r k . I then w r o t e 

a r e p l y to m y master, c lear ly refut ing all his accusations, and 

e x h i b i t i n g on the other hand his b e h a v i o u r t o w a r d s m e ; and 

wi th this I satisfied m y father and m y brother. B u t the latter 

reproached m e for h a v i n g suf fered w r o n g d o i n g so long w i t h o u t 

complaint . T o that I g a v e the s i m p l e a n s w e r , that m y fa ther , at 

t h e beg inning o f m y apprent iceship , had told m e not to c o m e 

to h i m w i t h a n y complaint , as I should n e v e r b e l istened to, but 

should b e considered as w r o n g beforehand. M y brother, w h o 

k n e w m y father 's s e v e r i t y and h i s v i e w s on such points, w a s 

silent. B u t m y mother s a w in one declaration of the forester the 

conf irmation o f her o w n opinion a b o u t m e . T h e forester declared, 

that i f e v e r a n y t h i n g w a s m a d e o f m e , the s a m e good for tune 

m i g h t be told of the first-comer w i t h o u t further trouble, and m y 

m o t h e r assented heart i ly to h i s opinion. 
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T h u s disappeared once m o r e the light, the sunshine, which had 

gladdened m e w i t h its w a r m t h , especia l ly in the more recent part 

of m y life. T h e w i n g s of m y mind, w h i c h had begun to flutter of 

themselves, w e r e again bound, and m y life once more appeared 

all cold and harsh before me. T h e n it happened that m y father 

had to send some m o n e y to m y b r o t h e r (Traugott) , w h o w a s 

studying medicine in Jena. T h e matter pressed ; so, as I had 

nothing to do, it w a s decided that I should be the messenger. 

W h e n I reached Jena I w a s seized b y the stirring intellectual 

life of the place, and I longed to remain there a little t ime. Eight 

w e e k s of the s u m m e r half-year 's session of 1799 yet remained. 

My brother wrote to m y father that I could fill that time useful ly 

and profitably in Jena, and in consequence of this letter I w a s 

permitted to stay. I took lessons in m a p and plan-drawing, and 

I devoted all the time I had to the w o r k . A t Michaelmas I w e n t 

home w i t h m y brother, and m y s tep-mother observed that I 

could n o w fair ly say I had passed through the univers i ty . B u t 

I thought d i f f e r e n t l y ; m y intel l igence and m y soul had been 

stimulated in m a n y w a y s , and I expressed m y w i s h to m y father 

to be a l lowed to study finance there, t h u s returning to m y previous 

career. M y father w a s wi l l ing to g i v e his permission if I could 

tell him h o w to find the means. I possessed a v e r y smal l property 

inherited from m y mother, but I thought it w o u l d be insufficient. 

H o w e v e r , after having conferred wi th m y brother, I talked it over 

with m y father. I w a s still a minor, and therefore had to ask 

the consent of m y trustee to realise m y p r o p e r t y ; but as soon as 

I had obtained this I w e n t as a s tudent to Jena, in 1799. I w a s 

then seventeen y e a r s and a half old. 

A testimonial from m y father attesting m y capacity for the 

curriculum procured me matriculation without difficulty. M y 

matriculation certificate called m e a s tudent of phi losophy, w h i c h 

seemed v e r y strange, because I had set before m e as the object 

of m y studies practical k n o w l e d g e ; and a s to philosophy, of 

which I had so often heard, I had formed a v e r y high idea of it. 

T h e w o r d made a great impression upon m y d r e a m y , easily-

excited, and receptive nature. A l t h o u g h the impression dis-

appeared almost as soon a s conceived, it gave, h o w e v e r , h igher 

and unexpected relations to m y studies. 

T h e lectures I heard w e r e only those w h i c h promised to be 

useful in the career I had n o w again embraced. I heard lectures 

on applied mathematics, arithmetic, algebra, g e o m e t r y , mineralogy, 

botany, natural history, physics, chemistry , accounts, cultivation 

of forest trees and management of forests, architecture, house-

building, and land-surveying. I continued topographical drawing. 

I heard nothing p u r e l y theoretical except m a t h e m a t i c s ; and 

of philosophical teaching and thought I learnt only so much as the 

intercourse of university life brought wi th i t ; but it w a s precisely 

through this intercourse that I received in var ious w a y s a many-

sided intellectual impulse. I usual ly grasped w h a t had been 

t a u g h t ; the more thoroughly since, through m y previous life, I 

had become wel l acquainted wi th the principal subjects, and 

already k n e w their relation to practical w o r k . 

S o m e of the lectures w e r e almost easy for m e — f o r instance, 

those on mathematics. I have a l w a y s been able to perceive wi th 

ease and pleasure relat ions of geometrical figures and of planes ; 

so that it seemed inexpl icable to me that e v e r y farmer should 

not be equal ly capable of understanding them. T h i s I had said 

before to m y brother, w h o tried to g ive m e an explanation ; but 

I did not yet grasp it. I had expected I don't k n o w exact ly w h a t , 

b u t certainly something higher, something grandiose ; v e r y l ikely 

I had expected something w i t h more life in it. T h e mathematical 

course, therefore, at first seemed to me unimportant ; but later on 

I found that I, also, could not fol low e v e r y detail. H o w e v e r , I 

did not think much of this, because I readily understood the 

general meaning, and I said to m y s e l f that particular cases would 

not cause m e a n y mental fatigue if I found it necessary to learn 

them. 

T h e lectures of m y excellent teacher w e r e not so useful to m e 

as they might have been, if I could have seen in the course of 

instruction and in its progress s o m e w h a t m o r e of necessary con-

nection and less of arbitrary arrangement. T h i s w a n t of necessary 

connection w a s the reason of the immediate dislike I a l w a y s took 

to e v e r y course of instruction. I felt it even in p u r e mathematics , 

still more w a s it the case in applied mathematics, and most of all 

in experimental physics . H e r e it seemed to m e a s if e v e r y t h i n g 

w e r e arranged in arDitrary series, so that from the v e r y first 



I f o u n d th is s t u d y a f a t i g u e . T h e e x p e r i m e n t s f a i l e d to a r r e s t 

m y a t t e n t i o n . I d e s i r e d a n d s o u g h t a f t e r s o m e i n n e r c o n n e c t i o n 

b e t w e e n t h e p h e n o m e n a , d e d u c e d f r o m a n d e x p l a i n e d b y s o m e 

s i m p l e root p r i n c i p l e s . B u t that w a s t h e v e r y p o i n t w i t h h e l d 

f r o m m e . M a t h e m a t i c a l d e m o n s t r a t i o n s c a m e l i k e h a l t i n g 

m e s s e n g e r s ; t h e y o n l y b e c a m e c l e a r to t h e m i n d s e y e w h e n t h e 

t r u t h to b e d e m o n s t r a t e d lay b e f o r e m e a l r e a d y i n al l i ts l i v i n g 

s t r e n g t h . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , m y a t t e n t i o n w a s riveted b y t h e 

s t u d y o f g r a v i t a t i o n , o f force , o f w e i g h t , w h i c h w e r e l i v i n g 

t h i n g s to m e , b e c a u s e o f t h e i r e v i d e n t r e l a t i o n to a c t u a l facts . 

In m e c h a n i c s ( n a t u r a l p h i l o s o p h y ) I c o u l d n o t u n d e r s t a n d w h y 

s o m a n y of t h e so-ca l led " m e c h a n i c a l p o w e r s " w e r e a s s u m e d , 

a n d w h y s e v e r a l o f t h e m w e r e not r e d u c e d to c a s e s o f the inc l ined 

p l a n e . 

In m i n e r a l o g y m y p r e v i o u s e d u c a t i o n h a d le f t m a n y g a p s 

u n f i l l e d , e s p e c i a l l y a s r e g a r d s t h e p o w e r s o f o b s e r v a t i o n . " I w a s 

fond o f m i n e r a l s p e c i m e n s , a n d g a v e m y s e l f m u c h t r o u b l e t o c o m -

p r e h e n d t h e i r s e v e r a l p r o p e r t i e s ; b u t in c o n s e q u e n c e o f m y 

d e f e c t i v e p r e p a r a t i o n I f o u n d i n s u p e r a b l e d i f f i cu l t ies in m y w a y 

a n d p e r c e i v e d t h e r e b y that n e g l e c t i s n e i t h e r q u i c k l y n o r l i g h t l y 

to b e r e p a i r e d . T h e m o s t a s s i d u o u s p r a c t i c e i n o b s e r v a t i o n fai led 

to m a k e m y s i g h t s o q u i c k and so a c c u r a t e a s it o u g h t to h a v e 

b e e n for m y p u r p o s e . A t that t i m e I fa i led to a p p r e h e n d t h e fact 

o f m y def ic ient q u i c k n e s s o f s i g h t ; it o u g h t to h a v e t a u g h t m e 

m u c h , b u t I w a s n o t p r e p a r e d to l e a r n t h e lesson. 

C h e m i s t r y f a s c i n a t e d m e . T h e e x c e l l e n t t e a c h e r ( G o t t l i n g ) 

a l w a y s d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e t r u e c o n n e c t i o n of t h e p h e n o m e n a u n d e r 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n ; a n d t h e t h e o r y o f c h e m i c a l a f f i n i t y took s t r o n g hold 

u p o n m e . 

N o t e - t a k i n g a t t h e s e l e c t u r e s w a s a t h i n g I n e v e r t h o u g h t o f 

d o . n g ; f o r t h a t w h i c h I u n d e r s t o o d f o r t h w i t h b e c a m e a p a r t 

o f m e , a n d t h a t w h i c h I fai led to u n d e r s t a n d s e e m e d to m e not 

w o r t h w r i t i n g d o w n . I h a v e o f t e n fe l t s o r r y f o r it s i n c e . B u t 

a s r e g a r d s this p o i n t , I h a v e a l w a y s h a d t h r o u g h m y w h o l e l i fe 

t h e p e r f e c t l y c l e a r c o n v i c t i o n t h a t w h e n I h a d m a s t e r e d a w h o l e 

s u b j e c t in its i n t i m a t e re la t ions I could g o b a c k u p o n , a n d t h e n 

u n d e r s t a n d , d e t a i l s w h i c h at the t i m e of h e a r i n g h a d b e e n unin-

t e l l i g i b l e to m e . 
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In b o t a n y I h a d a c l e a r - s i g h t e d , k i n d - h e a r t e d t e a c h e r ( B a t s c h ) . 

H i s n a t u r a l s y s t e m of b o t a n y * g a v e m e g r e a t sat is fact ion, a l t h o u g h 

I h a d a l w a y s a p a i n f u l p e r c e p t i o n o f h o w m u c h st i l l r e m a i n e d f o r 

h i m to c l a s s i f y . H o w e v e r , m y v i e w o f N a t u r e a s o n e w h o l e 

b e c a m e b y h i s m e a n s s u b s t a n t i a l l y c l e a r e r , a n d m y l o v e for t h e 

o b s e r v a t i o n of N a t u r e i n d e t a i l b e c a m e m o r e a n i m a t e d . I shal l 

a l w a y s t h i n k o f h i m w i t h g r a t i t u d e . H e w a s a l s o m y t e a c h e r i n 

n a t u r a l h i s t o r y . T w o p r i n c i p l e s that h e e n u n c i a t e d s e i z e d u p o n 

m e w i t h s p e c i a l f o r c e , a n d s e e m e d t o m e v a l i d . T h e first w a s 

the c o n c e p t i o n of t h e m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p o f al l a n i m a l s , e x t e n d i n g 

l i k e a n e t w o r k in al l d i r e c t i o n s ; a n d t h e s e c o n d w a s that t h e 

s k e l e t o n or b o n y f r a m e w o r k of fishes, b i r d s , a n d m e n w a s o n e 

and t h e s a m e i n p lan , a n d that t h e s k e l e t o n of m a n s h o u l d b e 

c o n s i d e r e d a s t h e f u n d a m e n t a l t y p e w h i c h N a t u r e s t r o v e to pro-

d u c e e v e n i n t h e l o w e r f o r m s of c r e a t i o n . t I w a s a l w a y s h i g h l y 

d e l i g h t e d w i t h h i s e x p o s i t i o n s , f o r t h e y s u g g e s t e d i d e a s to m e 

w h i c h b o r e f r u i t b o t h in m y i n t e l l i g e n c e a n d i n m y e m o t i o n a l 

n a t u r e . I n v a r i a b l y , w h e n e v e r I g r a s p e d t h e i n t e r - c o n n e c t i o n a n d 

u n i t y o f p h e n o m e n a , I fe l t t h e l o n g i n g s o f m y spir i t a n d of m y 

soul w e r e fu l f i l l ed . 
I e a s i l y u n d e r s t o o d t h e o t h e r c o u r s e s I a t t e n d e d , a n d w a s a b l e 

to t a k e a c o m p r e h e n s i v e g l a n c e o v e r t h e s u b j e c t s of w h i c h t h e y 

t reated . I h a d s e e n b u i l d i n g g o i n g on, a n d h a d m y s e l f ass is ted 

in b u i l d i n g , i n p l a n t i n g , e t c . ; h e r e , t h e r e f o r e , I could t a k e notes , 

a n d w r i t e c o m p l e t e a n d s a t i s f a c t o r y m e m o r a n d a o f t h e lec tures . 

M y s t a y in J e n a h a d t a u g h t m e m u c h ; b y n o m e a n s so m u c h 

a s it o u g h t t o h a v e t a u g h t m e , b u t y e t I h a d w o n for m y s e l f 

* Tussieu's natural system of botany may possibly be here alluaed to. The 

celebrated " Genera Plantarum" appeared in 1798, and Froebel was at Jena 

in 1799. On the other hand, A . J. G. Batsch, Froebel s teacher professor 

at the university since 1789, Had published in 1787-8 his "Anleitung zur 

Kentniss und Geschichte der Pflanzen," 2 vols. We have not seen this work. 

Batsch also published an "Introduction to the Study of Natural History, 

which reached a second edition in 1805. 

+ In justice to Froebel and his teacher, it must be remembered that the 

theory of evolution was not as yet formed, and that those who dimly sought 

after some explanation of the uniformity of the vertebrate plan, wh.ch they 

-observed, were but all too likely to be led astray. 



* The text (Lange, Berlin, 1862) says meinen altesten Rruder, that is, " o f 

my eldest brother; " but this is quite an error, whether of Froebel or of Herr 

Lange we cannot at present say. A s we have already said in a footnote on 

p. 3, August was the eldest brother of Friedrich, and Christoph was the eldest 

then living. Traugott, who was at Jena with Friedrich, was his next older 

brother, youngest of the first family, except only Friedrich himself. It is 

Traugott who is meant in this passage. 

a ¿standpoint, b o t h s u b j e c t i v e a n d o b j e c t i v e . I c o u l d a l r e a d y 

p e r c e i v e u n i t y i n d i v e r s i t y , t h e c o r r e l a t i o n o f f o r c e s , t h e i n t e r -

c o n n e c t i o n o f a l l l i v i n g t h i n g s , l i f e in m a t t e r , a n d t h e p r i n c i p l e s 

o f p h y s i c s a n d b i o l o g y . 

O n e t h i n g m o r e I h a v e t o b r i n g f o r w a r d f r o m th is p e r i o d . U p 

t i l l n o w m y l i fe had m e t w i t h n o s y m p a t h e t i c r e c o g n i t i o n o t h e r 

than t h e e s t e e m w h i c h I h a d e n j o y e d o f t h e c o u n t r y p h y s i c i a n 

d u r i n g m y a p p r e n t i c e s h i p — h e w h o e n c o u r a g e d m e t o s t u d y 

n a t u r a l sc ience , and s m o o t h e d a w a y f o r m e m a n y a d i f f i c u l t y . 

B u t n o w s u c h s y m p a t h y w a s d e s t i n e d to o f f e r i t s e l f a s a m e a n s o f 

e d u c a t i o n a n d i m p r o v e m e n t . F o r t h e r e w e r e i n J e n a j u s t t h e n 

t w o sc ient i f i c assoc ia t ions , o n e f o r n a t u r a l h i s t o r y a n d b o t a n y , t h e 

o t h e r f o r m i n e r a l o g y , a s i t w a s t h e n c a l l e d . M a n y o f t h e y o u n g 

s t u d e n t s , w h o h a d s h o w n l i v i n g i n t e r e s t a n d d o n e a c t i v e w o r k 

i n n a t u r a l s c i e n c e , w e r e i n v i t e d to b e c o m e m e m b e r s b y t h e 

P r e s i d e n t , a n d t h i s e l e v a t i n g p l e a s u r e w a s a l s o o f f e r e d to m e . A t 

t h e m o m e n t I c e r t a i n l y p o s s e s s e d f e w q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r m e m b e r -

s h i p ; t h e m o s t I could s a y w a s that m y f a c u l t y f o r a r r a n g i n g 

a n d c l a s s i f y i n g m i g h t b e m a d e o f s o m e u s e i n t h e N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 

S o c i e t y , a n d this , i n d e e d , a c t u a l l y c a m e t o p a s s . A l t h o u g h m y 

a d m i s s i o n to t h i s s o c i e t y h a d n o g r e a t e f f e c t u p o n m y l a t e r l i fe , 

b e c a u s e it w a s d i s s o l v e d a t t h e d e a t h o f i ts f o u n d e r , a n d I d id not 

k e e p u p m y a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h t h e o t h e r m e m b e r s a f t e r w a r d s , 

y e t it a w a k e n e d t h a t y e a r n i n g t o w a r d s h i g h e r sc ient i f i c k n o w l e d g e 

w h i c h n o w b e g a n to m a k e i t s e l f f o r c i b l y fe l t w i t h i n m e . 

D u r i n g m y r e s i d e n c e at t h e u n i v e r s i t y I l i v e d i n a v e r y r e t i r e d 

a n d e c o n o m i c a l w a y ; m y i m p e r f e c t e d u c a t i o n , m y d i s p o s i t i o n , 

a n d t h e s t a t e o f m y p u r s e a l i k e c o n t r i b u t i n g to this. I s e l d o m 

a p p e a r e d at p l a c e s o f p u b l i c r e s o r t , a n d i n m y r e s e r v e d w a y I 

m a d e m y b r o t h e r ( T r a u g o t t ) m y o n l y c o m p a n i o n ; h e w a s s t u d y i n g 

m e d i c i n e i n J e n a d u r i n g t h e first y e a r o f m y r e s i d e n c e t h e r e . * 
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T h e t h e a t r e a l o n e , o f w h i c h I w a s sti l l p a s s i o n a t e l y fond, I v i s i t e d 

n o w a n d t h e n . In t h e s e c o n d y e a r o f th is first s t u d e n t s h i p , i n 

sp i te o f m y q u i e t l i fe , I f o u n d m y s e l f in an a w k w a r d p o s i t i o n . It 

b e g a n , i n d e e d , w i t h m y e n t r a n c e into t h e u n i v e r s i t y , b u t d id n o t 

c o m e to a h e a d t i l l m y t h i r d h a l f - y e a r . W h e n I w e n t to t h e 

u n i v e r s i t y , m y f a t h e r g a v e m e a b a n k d r a f t f o r a s m a l l a m o u n t 

to c o v e r m y e x p e n s e s , not o n l y f o r t h e first h a l f - y e a r , b u t for t h e 

e n t i r e r e s i d e n c e , I t h i n k . M y b r o t h e r , w h o , a s I said, w a s w i t h 

m e at J e n a for t h e first y e a r , w i s h e d m e to lend h i m part o f m y 

a l l o w a n c e , al l o f w h i c h I d id not t h e n r e q u i r e , w h e r e a s h e w a s f o r 

t h e m o m e n t i n d i f f icul t ies . H e h o p e d soon to b e a b l e to r e p a y 

m e t h e m o n e y . I g l a d l y g a v e h i m t h e .greater p a r t o f m y l i t t l e 

d r a f t ; b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y I c o u l d not g e t t h e m o n e y b a c k , a n d 

t h e r e f o r e f o u n d m y s e l f i n g r e a t e r a n d g r e a t e r d i f f i cu l t ies . M y 

p o s i t i o n b e c a m e t e r r i b l y u r g e n t ; m y s m a l l a l l o w a n c e h a d c o m e 

t o an e n d b y t h e c l o s e o f t h e first y e a r , b u t I c o u l d n o t b r i n g 

m y s e l f to l e a v e t h e u n i v e r s i t y , e s p e c i a l l y n o w that a y e a r n i n g f o r 

s c i e n t i f i c k n o w l e d g e h a d s e i z e d m e , and I h o p e d f o r g r e a t t h i n g s 

f r o m m y s t u d i e s . B e s i d e s , I t h o u g h t that m y f a t h e r m i g h t b e 

i n d u c e d to s u p p o r t m e at t h e u n i v e r s i t y a n o t h e r h a l f - y e a r . 

M y f a t h e r w o u l d h e a r n o t h i n g of t h i s so far a s h e w a s c o n -

c e r n e d ; a n d m y t r u s t e e w o u l d n o t a g r e e to t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f f e r e d 

b y m y f a t h e r (to c o v e r an a d v a n c e ) ; so I h a d to p a y t h e p e n a l t y 

o f t h e i r o b s t i n a c y . 

T o w a r d s t h e e n d o f m y t h i r d h a l f - y e a r t h e u r g e n c y o f m y 

d i f f i c u l t i e s i n c r e a s e d . I o w e d t h e k e e p e r o f a n e a t i n g - h o u s e ( for 

m e a l s ) t h i r t y t h a l e r s , if I a m n o t m i s t a k e n . A s th is m a n h a d 

c a u s e d m e to b e s u m m o n e d f o r p a y m e n t s e v e r a l t i m e s b e f o r e t h e 

S e n a t e o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y , a n d I h a d n e v e r b e e n a b l e to p a y , a n d 

a s h e h a d e v e n a d d r e s s e d m y f a t h e r , o n l y to r e c e i v e f r o m h i m 

a s h a r p r e f u s a l to e n t e r t a i n t h e m a t t e r , I w a s t h r e a t e n e d w i t h 

i m p r i s o n m e n t i n t h e c a s e o f l o n g e r d e f a u l t o f p a y m e n t . A n d 

I a c t u a l l y h a d to s u b m i t to t h i s p u n i s h m e n t . M y s t e p - m o t h e r 

i n f l a m e d t h e d i s p l e a s u r e o f m y f a t h e r , a n d re jo iced at h i s in f lex i -

b i l i t y . M y t rustee , w h o st i l l h a d t h e d i s p o s a l o f s o m e p r o p e r t y 

o f m i n e , c o u l d h a v e h e l p e d m e , b u t did not, b e c a u s e t h e l e t t e r 

o f t h e l a w w a s a g a i n s t a n y i n t e r f e r e n c e f r o m h i s s ide . E a c h o n e 

h o p e d b y the c o n t i n u a n c e o f m y s o r r y p l i g h t to b r e a k t h e s t u b -



b o r n n e s s o f t h e o t h e r . I s e r v e d a s s c a p e g o a t to t h e c a p r i c e s 

o f t h e o b s t i n a t e c o u p l e , a n d l a n g u i s h e d a s s u c h n i n e w e e k s l o n g 

i n t h e u n i v e r s i t y p r i s o n a t J e n a . * A t last m y f a t h e r c o n s e n t e d to 

a d v a n c e m e m o n e y o n m y f o r m a l l y a b a n d o n i n g , b e f o r e t h e 

u n i v e r s i t y b o a r d , a l l c l a i m o n h i s p r o p e r t y i n t h e s h a p e of i n h e r i t -

a n c e ; a n d so, i n t h e e n d , I g o t f r e e . 

In s p i t e o f t h e g l o o m into w h i c h m y p o s i t i o n a s a p r i s o n e r 

p l u n g e d m e , t h e t i m e o f m y a r r e s t w a s n o t u t t e r l y b a r r e n . M y 

l a t e e n d e a v o u r s t o w a r d s sc ient i f i c k n o w l e d g e h a d m a d e m e m o r e 

a n d m o r e c o n s c i o u s o f m y n e e d of a so l id f o u n d a t i o n in m y k n o w -

l e d g e o f L a t i n ; t h e r e f o r e I n o w t r i e d to s u p p l y d e f i c i e n c i e s to t h e 

e x t e n t o f m y a b i l i t y , a n d w i t h t h e h e l p o f a f r i e n d . It w a s 

e x t r e m e l y h a r d to m e , t h i s w o r k i n g m y w a y t h r o u g h t h e d e a d 

a n d f r a g m e n t a r y t e a c h i n g o f a n e l e m e n t a r y g r a m m a r . It a l w a y s 

s e e m e d to m e a s i f t h e m e r e o u t e r a c q u i s i t i o n o f a l a n g u a g e c o u l d 

b u t l i t t le h e l p f o r w a r d m y t r u e i n n e r d e s i r e f o r k n o w l e d g e , 

w h i c h w a s d e e p l y i n e a r n e s t , a n d w a s t h e r e s u l t o f m y o w n f r e e 

c h o i c e . B u t w h e r e v e r t h e k n o w l e d g e of l a n g u a g e l i n k e d i t se l f 

t o d e f i n i t e e x t e r n a l i m p r e s s i o n s , a n d I w a s a b l e to p e r c e i v e its 

c o n n e c t i o n w i t h fac ts , as, f o r i n s t a n c e , in t h e sc ient i f ic n o m e n c l a -

t u r e o f b o t a n y , I c o u l d q u i c k l y m a k e m y s e l f m a s t e r o f it. T h i s 

p e c u l i a r i t y o f m i n d p a s s e d b y m e u n n o t i c e d at t h e t i m e ; I k n e w 

a n d u n d e r s t o o d t o o l i tt le , n a y , i n d e e d , a l m o s t n o t h i n g of m y s e l f 

a s y e t , e v e n a s r e g a r d s t h e a c t i o n s o f m y e v e r y - d a y l i fe . 

A s e c o n d o c c u p a t i o n o f th is p r i s o n p e r i o d w a s t h e p r e p a r a t i o n 

o f an e x e r c i s e ( o r a c a d e m i c a l t h e s i s ) i n g e o m e t r y , w h i c h I u n d e r -

t o o k that I m i g h t t h e s o o n e r o b t a i n a n i n d e p e n d e n t pos i t ion in 

s o m e p r o f e s s i o n . 

T h i r d l y , I s t u d i e d W i n c k e l m a n n ' s " L e t t e r s o n A r t . " T h r o u g h 

t h e m s o m e g e r m s of h i g h e r ar t is t ic f e e l i n g m a y h a v e b e e n 

a w a k e n e d w i t h i n m e ; f o r I e x a m i n e d the e n g r a v i n g s w h i c h t h e 

w o r k c o n t a i n s w i t h i n t e n s e d e l i g h t . I could q u i t e p e r c e i v e t h e 

g l o w of p l e a s u r e t h a t t h e y a r o u s e d , b u t at t h e t i m e I took l i t t le 

* " In career;" that is, in the prison of the university, where in the last resort 
students who fail to comply with university regulations are confined. The 
" c a r e e r " still exists in German universities. It has of course nothing to do 
with the ordinary prison of the town. 

a c c o u n t o f t h i s i n f l u e n c e , a n d i n d e e d t h e f e e l i n g f o r a r t a l t o g e t h e r 

w a s late i n d e v e l o p i n g i t s e l f in m e . W h e n I n o w g l a n c e o v e r 

t h e e a r l i e r a n d la ter , t h e g r e a t e r a n d s m a l l e r , ar t is t ic e m o t i o n s 

w h i c h h a v e s w a y e d m e , a n d o b s e r v e t h e i r s o u r c e a n d d i r e c t i o n , 

I s e e t h a t it w a s w i t h a r t s ( s c u l p t u r e a s w e l l a s m u s i c ) a s it w a s 

w i t h l a n g u a g e s — I n e v e r s u c c e e d e d i n a c c o m p l i s h i n g t h e o u t w a r d 

a c q u i s i t i o n of t h e m : y e t I n o w f e e l v i v i d l y t h a t I, too, m i g h t 

h a v e b e e n c a p a b l e o f s o m e t h i n g i n ar t h a d I h a d a n art is t ic 

e d u c a t i o n . 

F u r t h e r , t h e r e c a m e into m y h a n d s , d u r i n g t h e t i m e o f m y 

i m p r i s o n m e n t , a b a d t r a n s l a t i o n o f a n a b r i d g m e n t o f t h e 

Z e n d a v e s t a . T h e d i s c o v e r y [ in t h e s e a n c i e n t P e r s i a n S c r i p t u r e s ] 

o f s i m i l a r l i f e - t r u t h s to o u r o w n , a n d y e t c o u p l e d w i t h a q u i t e 

s e p a r a t e r e l i g i o u s s t a n d p o i n t f r o m o u r s , a r o u s e d m y at tent ion, a n d 

g a v e s o m e f e e l i n g o f u n i v e r s a l i t y to m y l i fe a n d t h o u g h t ; this , 

h o w e v e r , d i s a p p e a r e d a s q u i c k l y a s it h a d c o m e . 

B y t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e s u m m e r t e r m i n 1 8 0 1 I w a s at l e n g t h 

s e t f r e e f r o m arres t . I a t o n c e l e f t J e n a a n d m y a c a d e m i c a l 

c a r e e r , a n d r e t u r n e d to m y f a t h e r ' s h o u s e . I w a s j u s t n i n e t e e n 

y e a r s old. It w a s b u t n a t u r a l t h a t I s h o u l d e n t e r m y p a r e n t s ' 

h o u s e w i t h h e a v y h e a r t , o v e r c l o u d e d soul , a n d o p p r e s s e d m i n d . 

B u t s p r i n g w a r m e d a n d a w a k e n e d a l l n a t u r e o n c e m o r e , a n d 

r e c a l l e d to l i fe , too, m y s l u m b e r i n g d e s i r e f o r b e t t e r th ings . 

A s y e t I h a d b u s i e d m y s e l f b u t l i t t le w i t h G e r m a n l i terature , 

a n d t h e n a m e s of S c h i l l e r , G o e t h e , W i e l a n d , a n d t h e rest I n o w , 

f o r t h e first t i m e , b e g a n to l e a r n . In th is , too, it w a s w i t h m e 

a s i n so m a n y o t h e r t h i n g s ; a n y m e n t a l i n f l u e n c e t h a t c a m e 

b e f o r e m e I h a d e i t h e r to f u l l y i n t e r w e a v e w i t h m y i n n e r l i fe , 

o r e l s e a l t o g e t h e r t o f o r e g o i ts a c q u i s i t i o n . 

W i t h t h i s p e c u l i a r i t y o f t e m p e r a m e n t , I c o u l d m a s t e r o n l y a 

r a t h e r res tr ic ted a m o u n t o f m e n t a l m a t e r i a l . M y f a t h e r ' s l i b r a r y 

w a s o n c e m o r e r a n s a c k e d . I f o u n d n o t m u c h t h a t w a s o f a n y 

u s e to m e , f o r it c o n t a i n e d c h i e f l y t h e o l o g i c a l w o r k s ; b u t I s e i z e d 

w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t e n j o y m e n t 011 a b o o k w h i c h h a d c o m e out s o m e 

ten y e a r s b e f o r e i n G o t h a , a g e n e r a l v i e w o f a l l t h e s c i e n c e s a n d 

fine a r t s i n t h e i r v a r i o u s r a m i f i c a t i o n s , w i t h a s h o r t s k e t c h of t h e 

o b j e c t o f t h e s e v e r a l s c i e n c e s a n d o f t h e l i t e r a t u r e o f e a c h de-

p a r t m e n t . T h e a r r a n g e m e n t w a s b a s e d u p o n t h e u s u a l d i v i s i o n 



of the facult ies , but it s e r v e d to g i v e m e a g e n e r a l outlook, l o n g 

desired, o v e r the w h o l e of h u m a n k n o w l e d g e , and I w a s r ight 

g lad to h a v e found this " M a p p e du m o n d e l ittéraire " — f o r that 

w a s its title. I reso lved to turn this book to the best a d v a n t a g e 

I could, and set about putt ing m y resolut ion into practice. In 

order to m a k e a collection of c o m p r e h e n s i v e extracts of scientif ic 

m a t t e r s f r o m the s e v e r a l per iodica ls r e c e i v e d b y m y father 

( w h o shared for that p u r p o s e in a jo int subscr ipt ion w i t h other 

p r e a c h e r s and educated people) , I had a l r e a d y begun a sort of 

diary. T h e form o f this journal w a s s h a p e l e s s — e v e r y t h i n g w a s 

put d o w n a s it came, one th ing a f ter t h e o t h e r ; and t h e r e b y t h e 

use o f it al l w a s r e n d e r e d v e r y inconvenient . N o w , h o w e v e r , I 

p e r c e i v e d the v a l u e o f division according to a sett led plan, a n d 

soon hit upon a s c h e m e o f procedure . 

I a i m e d at col lecting all that s e e m e d w o r t h y to b e k n o w n , al l 

that w a s n e c e s s a r y for cu l tured m e n in g e n e r a l , and for m y s e l f in 

m y o w n cal l ing in part icular ; and this rich t reasure w a s to b e 

brought out u n d e r favourable c i rcumstances , or w h e n e v e r need 

w a s , f r o m its s torehouse. A l s o I desired to a c q u i r e a g e n e r a l 

idea of those subjects w h i c h the c r a v i n g for k n o w l e d g e , g r o w i n g 

e v e r m o r e and m o r e s h a r p w i t h i n m y soul, w a s a l w a y s urg ing 

m e t h o r o u g h l y to w o r k through o v e r again. I felt h a p p y in m y 

w o r k ; and I had a l r e a d y been chained to m y task for s e v e r a l d a y s , 

f r o m ear ly m o r n i n g till late at night , in m y little distant c h a m b e r 

wi th its i ron-barred w i n d o w s , w h e n m y father s u d d e n l y and 

u n e x p e c t e d l y w a l k e d into the room. H e looked o v e r w h a t I had 

done, and r e m a r k e d the q u a n t i t y of p a p e r used o v e r it, w h i c h 

indeed w a s not small . U p o n this c u r s o r y inspect ion h e held m y 

w o r k for a foolish w a s t e of t ime and p a p e r ; and it w o u l d h a v e 

b e e n all o v e r w i t h m y labour o f l o v e for that t ime, i f m y b r o t h e r 

(Christoph) , w h o had so often stood as protector b y m y s ide, had 

not j u s t then b e e n on a visit w i t h us. H e had b e c o m e t h e 

minister o f a place w h i c h lay a f e w hours ' j o u r n e y from O b e r - ' 

w e i s s b a c h , and at this m o m e n t w a s s t a y i n g w i t h m y parents. 

M y father at once told him of w h a t h e considered m y useless, 

i f not indeed in jur ious occupation ; but m y brother s a w it differ-

e n t l y . I v e n t u r e d , therefore, to continue, w i t h the si lent p e r m i s -

sion of m y father. A n d indeed the w o r k p r o v e d o f actual s e r v i c e 

to m e , for it b r o u g h t a certain order , breadth, and firmness into 

m y ideas w h i c h had t h e most benef ic ia l effect u p o n me. 

M y father n o w s t r o v e to procure m e a settled position in m y 

chosen c a l l i n g ; or at al l e v e n t s to p r o v i d e s o m e active w o r k 

w h i c h w o u l d br ing m e into nearer connection wi th it. A n d for 

this purpose a fortunate o p p o r t u n i t y soon offered. S o m e of m y 

father's re la t ives had p r o p e r t y in the district of H i l d b u r g h a u s e n , 

m a n a g e d b y a s t e w a r d . T h e f r i e n d l y footing on w h i c h m y father 

s tood wi th these r e l a t i v e s permit ted m e to s t u d y practical farming 

u n d e r this s teward . T h e r e I took part in all the ordinary farm-

ing occupations. T h e s e , h o w e v e r , did not attract m e great ly , 

and I ought to h a v e at once d iscovered w h a t an unsui table c a r e e r 

I had chosen, if I had but understood m y o w n nature. 

T h e th ing that most pa infu l ly occupied m y m i n d at this t i m e 

w a s the absence of cordial understanding b e t w e e n m e and m y 

father. A t t h e s a m e t i m e I could not h e l p e s t e e m i n g and honour-

ing him. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g his advanced age h e w a s still as s t rong 

and as hea l thy in body as in mind, p e n e t r a t i n g in speech and 

counsel , v i g o r o u s in fu l f i lment and actual w o r k , earnest , nay, hard, 

in address . H e had a firm, s trong wi l l , and at t h e s a m e t i m e 

w a s filled w i t h noble, self-sacrif icing e n d e a v o u r . H e n e v e r shirked 

skirmish nor batt le in the cause of w h a t h e d e e m e d the better 

p a r t ; h e carr ied h i s p e n into action, as a soldier carries h i s s w o r d , 

f o r the true, the good, and the right. I s a w that m y father w a s 

g r o w i n g old and w a s d r a w i n g n e a r t h e g r a v e , and it m a d e m e 

s o r r y to feel that I w a s y e t a s t r a n g e r to such a father. I loved 

him, and felt h o w m u c h good resul ted f r o m that l o v e ; so I took 

the resolution to w r i t e to m y father, and b y letter to s h o w h i m 

m y t r u e nature, so far as I could understand myse l f . L o n g did I 

r e v o l v e this letter in m y m i n d ; n e v e r did I feel strength nor 

courage to w r i t e it. M e a n w h i l e a letter cal led m e back h o m e in 

N o v e m b e r , after I had b e e n s o m e m o n t h s engaged on the estate. 

I w a s cal led upon to he lp m y father, n o w quite w e a k and a l m o s t 

bedridden ; at all e v e n t s I could assist h i m in his correspondence. 

F a m i l y and other cares and the act iv i t ies o f life absorbed m y 

w h o l e t ime. W h a t I m e a n t to h a v e done in m y letter n o w 

h a p p i l y became possible in speech f r o m man to man, in g lances 

f r o m e y e to e y e . M y father w a s occupied b y cares for m y f u t u r e 
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p r o s p e c t s u p t i l l the e n d . H e d i e d in F e b r u a r y 1802. M a y h i s 

e n l i g h t e n e d s p i r i t look d o w n ful l o f p e a c e a n d b l e s s i n g u p o n m e 

a s I w r i t e ; m a y h e n o w b e c o n t e n t w i t h that s o n w h o so l o v e d 

h i m ! 

I n o w s tood in e v e r y r e s p e c t m y o w n m a s t e r , a n d m i g h t d e c i d e 

t h e d i rec t ion o f m y f u t u r e l i fe f o r m y s e l f , a c c o r d i n g to t h e c i r c u m -

s t a n c e s w h i c h l a y a r o u n d m e . W i t h t h i s i n t e n t i o n I o n c e m o r e 

le f t the p a t e r n a l r o o f a t E a s t e r , to u n d e r t a k e t h e p o s t o f c l e r k in 

t h e O f f i c e o f W o o d s a n d F o r e s t s w h i c h f o r m e d o n e p a r t o f t h e 

g e n e r a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ( d i v i d e d into T r e a s u r y , W o o d s a n d F o r e s t s , 

a n d T i t h e d e p a r t m e n t s ) o f t h e a s y e t e p i s c o p a l t e r r i t o r y o f B a m -

b e r g . * M y d i s t r i c t l a y a m i d s t u n u s u a l a n d l o v e l y s c e n e r y ; m y 

d u t i e s w e r e l ight , a n d w h e n t h e y w e r e o v e r I w a s f r e e to r o a m 

i n the n e i g h b o u r h o o d , n o w d o u b l y b e a u t i f u l in t h e s p r i n g t i m e , 

to l i v e out m y l i fe i n f r e e d o m , a n d g a i n s t r e n g t h f o r m i n d a n d s o u l . 

T h u s o n c e a g a i n I l i v e d m u c h o u t o f d o o r s a n d i n c o m p a n i o n -

s h i p w i t h N a t u r e . M y c h i e f w a s p r o u d o f t h e p o s s e s s i o n of a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e l i b r a r y , o f w h i c h I m a d e g o o d u s e ; a n d in th is m a n n e r 

m a n y of t h e p u b l i c a t i o n s t h e n i s s u i n g f r o m t h e p r e s s , and t r e a t i n g 

o f m a t t e r s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e o c c u p a t i o n w h i c h I h a d c h o s e n , 

p a s s e d t h r o u g h m y h a n d s , a s w e l l a s t h o s e o n o t h e r s u b j e c t s 

I w a s e s p e c i a l l y a t t r a c t e d b y s o m e v o l u m e s w h i c h c o n t a i n e d 

a p h o r i s m s , t h o u g h t s , a n d o b s e r v a t i o n s o n c o n d u c t , se lec ted f r o m 

a n c i e n t a n d m o d e r n w r i t e r s a n d t h i n k e r s . M y c h a r a c t e r g r e w u p o n 

a n d e n t w i n e d i t se l f a r o u n d t h e s e a p h o r i s m s , w h i c h I could e a s i l y 

g l a n c e o v e r , a n d a s e a s i l y r e t a i n , a n d , m o r e t h a n al l , w h i c h I 

could w e a v e into m y o w n l i fe a n d t h o u g h t s , a n d b y w h i c h I c o u l d 

e x a m i n e m y c o n d u c t . I m a d e e x t r a c t s o f t h o s e w h i c h w e r e i n 

c losest a c c o r d w i t h m y i n n e r l i fe , a n d b o r e t h e m a l w a y s a b o u t m y 

p e r s o n . 

A m i d s t t h e s e s u r r o u n d i n g s m y l i fe c o n t a i n e d m a n y e l e m e n t s o f 

g r o w t h . A l t h o u g h m y c h i e f , a s w e l l a s h i s f a m i l y , w a s a s t r o n g 

R o m a n C a t h o l i c , h e c h o s e a ( P r o t e s t a n t ) p r i v a t e t u t o r r e c o m -

m e n d e d to h i m b y P r o f e s s o r C a r u s . T h i s g e n t l e m a n h a d m a n y 

* The Prince-Bishop of Bamberg shared in the general Napoleonic earth-
quake. The domain of the bishopric went to Bavaria ultimately, the title alone 
remaining to the Church. 

e x c e l l e n t q u a l i t i e s , so t h a t w e s o o n b e c a m e g r e a t f r i e n d s . W e 

h a d a l s o b o t h of u s t h e p l e a s u r e o f b e i n g a c q u a i n t e d w i t h s o m e 

h i g h l y - c u l t u r e d p e o p l e , the f a m i l i e s o f t h e p h y s i c i a n , o f t h e 

m i n i s t e r , a n d of t h e s c h o o l m a s t e r i n t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g P r o t e s t a n t 

v i l l a g e , w h i c h w a s a s y e t sti l l a fief o f t h e E m p i r e * M y f r i e n d 

t h e t u t o r w a s a y o u n g m a n q u i t e o u t o f t h e c o m m o n , w i t h a n 

a c t i v e l y i n q u i r i n g m i n d ; e s p e c i a l l y fond of m a k i n g p l a n s f o r w i d e -

s t r e t c h i n g t r a v e l s , a n d c o m p r e h e n s i v e s c h e m e s of e d u c a t i o n . O u r 

i n t e r c o u r s e a n d o u r l i fe t o g e t h e r w e r e v e r y c o n f i d e n t i a l a n d o p e n , 

f o r t h e s u b j e c t s h e cared f o r w e r e t h o s e d e a r to m e ; b u t w e w e r e 

o f d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s i t e n a t u r e s . H e w a s a m a n o f s c h o l a s t i c 

t r a i n i n g , a n d I h a d b e e n d e f i c i e n t l y e d u c a t e d . H e w a s a y o u t h 

w h o h a d p l u n g e d into s t r i f e w i t h t h e w o r l d a n d s o c i e t y ; m y 

t h o u g h t w a s h o w to l i v e in p e a c e w i t h m y s e l f a n d a l l m e n . B e -

s ides° o u r o u t w a r d l i v e s b o r e s u c h d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s t h a t a t r u l y 

i n t i m a t e f r i e n d s h i p c o u l d not e x i s t b e t w e e n u s . N e v e r t h e l e s s o u r 

v e r y c o n t r a s t s b o u n d u s m o r e c l o s e l y t o g e t h e r t h a n w e d e e m e d . 

P r a c t i c a l l a n d - s u r v e y i n g at th is t i m e c h i e f l y i n t e r e s t e d m e , f o r 

it at o n c e sat is f ied m y l o v e f o r out-of-doors l i fe , a n d f u l l y o c c u p i e d 

m y i n t e l l i g e n c e . B u t t h e e v e r l a s t i n g s c r i b b l i n g w h i c h n o w fe l l to 

m y s h a r e 1 could not l o n g e n d u r e , in s p i t e o f m y o t h e r w i s e p l e a s a n t 

l i fe . 

E a r l y i n t h e s p r i n g o f 1 8 0 3 I l e f t m y s i t u a t i o n a n d w e n t t o 

B a m b e r g , f e e l i n g s u r e t h a t t h e pol i t ica l c h a n g e s b y w h i c h B a m b e r g 

h a d b e e n t r a n s f e r r e d to B a v a r i a , a n d t h e g e n e r a l s u r v e y o f t h e 

d is tr ic t w h i c h w a s t h e r e f o r e in c o n t e m p l a t i o n , w o u l d i m m e d i a t e l y 

p r o v i d e m e w i t h a s p h e r e o f w o r k s u i t e d to m y c a p a b i l i t i e s . M y 

e x p e c t a t i o n s w e r e n o t fa ls i f ied . In p u r s u a n c e o f m y p l a n I intro-

d u c e d m y s e l f to t h e l a n d - s u r v e y o r s i n B a m b e r g , a n d at o n c e 

r e c e i v e d e m p l o y m e n t f r o m o n e of t h e m . H e h a d h a d c o n s i d e r a b l e 

s u r v e y s i n h a n d , a n d w a s st i l l e n g a g e d u p o n t h e m . A s I s h o w e d 

s o m e p r o f i c i e n c y in m a p p i n g , h e e n t r u s t e d m e w i t h t h e p r e p a r a t i o n 

of t h e n e c e s s a r y m a p s w h i c h a c c o m p a n i e d t h e s u r v e y s . T h i s 

* Shared the fate of the Bamberg possessions, and of many other princi-

palities and small domains at that time existent; namely, absorption under the 

Napoleonic regime into the neighbouring States. This went to Bavaria; see 

the text, later on. 



k e p t m e e m p l o y e d f o r s o m e t i m e o n w o r k s u f f i c i e n t l y r e m u n e r a -

t i v e f o r m y n e e d s . 

O f c o u r s e t h e q u e s t i o n i n h a n d w i t h t h e n e w G o v e r n m e n t w a s 

t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f l a n d - s u r v e y o r s , a n d t h o s e w h o w e r e r e s i d e n t 

in t h e t o w n w e r e i n v i t e d to s e n d in m a p s o f B a m b e r g a s s p e c i m e n s 

of t h e i r w o r k . T h r o u g h t h e i n s t r u c t i o n I h a d e n j o y e d in m y 

y o u t h I w a s not u n a c q u a i n t e d w i t h s u c h w o r k . I t h e r e f o r e took 

p l e a s u r e i n d r a w i n g a m a p , w h i c h I s e n t in. M y w o r k w a s 

a p p r o v e d , a n d I r e c e i v e d s o m e t h i n g f o r i t ; b u t b e i n g a s t r a n g e r , 

i n e x p e r i e n c e d , a n d y o u n g , a n d h a v i n g h a r d l y t a k e n t h e b e s t w a y 

t o w a r d s m y p u r p o s e d a i m , I o b t a i n e d n o a p p o i n t m e n t . 

A f t e r I h a d finished t h e w o r k I h a v e m e n t i o n e d t h e s u r v e y o f a 

s m a l l p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y w a s p u t into m y h a n d s t o c a r r y out . F r o m 

t h i s e n g a g e m e n t e n s u e d c o n s e q u e n c e s w h i c h w e r e m o s t i m p o r t a n t 

f o r m e . I note o n l y o n e p o i n t h e r e . O n e of t h e j o i n t o w n e r s o f t h i s 

p r o p e r t y w a s a y o u n g d o c t o r o f p h i l o s o p h y , w h o l e a n e d t o w a r d s 

t h e n e w s c h o o l o f S c h e l l i n g . It c o u l d h a r d l y b e e x p e c t e d b u t that 

w e s h o u l d ta lk o v e r t h i n g s w h i c h s t i r r e d o u r m e n t a l l i fe , and s o 

it c a m e a b o u t that h e lent m e S c h e l l i n g ' s " B r u n o , o d e r ü b e r d i e 

W e l t - s e e l e " * to r e a d . W h a t I r e a d i n that b o o k m o v e d m e pro-

f o u n d l y , a n d I t h o u g h t I r e a l l y u n d e r s t o o d i t . T h e f r i e n d l y y o u n g 

f e l l o w , n o t m u c h o l d e r t h a n m y s e l f — w e h a d a l r e a d y m e t in J e n a , 

— s a w t h e l i v e l y i n t e r e s t I w a s t a k i n g i n t h e b o o k , a n d , i n fact, Í 

t a l k e d it o v e r w i t h h i m m a n y a t i m e . O n e d a y , a f t e r w e h a d b e e n 

to s e e a n i m p o r t a n t p i c t u r e - g a l l e r y t o g e t h e r , h e a d d r e s s e d m e i n 

t h e s e w o r d s , w h i c h f r o m h i s m o u t h s o u n d e d s t a r t l i n g l y s t r a n g e , 

a n d w h i c h at t h e t i m e s e e m e d t o m e i n e x p l i c a b l e : — 

" G u a r d y o u r s e l f a g a i n s t p h i l o s o p h y ; s h e l e a d s y o u t o w a r d s 

d o u b t a n d d a r k n e s s . D e v o t e y o u r s e l f to art , w h i c h g i v e s l i fe , 

p e a c e , a n d j o y . " 

I t i s t r u e I r e t a i n e d t h e y o u n g m a n ' s w o r d s , b u t I could n o t under-

s t a n d t h e m , f o r I r e g a r d e d p h i l o s o p h y a s a n e c e s s a r y p a r t o f t h e 

l i fe o f m a n k i n d , a n d could not g r a s p t h e n o t i o n that o n e c o u l d b e 

v e r g i n g t o w a r d s d a r k n e s s a n d d o u b t w h e n o n e c a l m l y i n v e s t i g a t e d 

t h e i n n e r l ife. A r t , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , l a y m u c h f u r t h e r f r o m m e 

t h a n p h i l o s o p h y ; f o r e x c e p t a p r o f o u n d e n j o y m e n t i n w o r k s o f art 

1 
* Bruno, or the Over-SouL 

( for w h i c h I c o u l d g i v e n o c l e a r r e a s o n ) , n o g l i m m e r i n g of a n a c t i v e 

«esthetic s e n s e h a d y e t d a w n e d u p o n m e . T h i s r e m a r k of m y 

f r i e n d t h e doctor ' s c a l l e d m y a t t e n t i o n to m y s e l f , h o w e v e r , a n d to 

m y l i fe a n d its a i m , a n d m a d e m e a w a r e o f t w o v e r y d i f f e r e n t 

a n d w i d e l y s e p a r a t e s y s t e m s o f l i fe. 

M y f r i e n d , t h e t u t o r o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t of f ic ia l u n d e r w h o m I 

h a d s e r v e d at B a m b e r g , h a d i n t h e m e a n t i m e le f t h i s s i tuat ion. 

H e told m e b e f o r e l e a v i n g t h a t h e h a d it i n h i s m i n d to g o to 

F r a n k f u r t , a n d t h e n c e into F r a n c e . I s a w h i s d e p a r t u r e w i t h 

r e g r e t , l itt le d r e a m i n g t h a t l i fe w o u l d i n a f e w y e a r s b r i n g u s 

t o g e t h e r a g a i n , a n d that h e w o u l d i n d i r e c t l y d e c i d e m y f u t u r e 

c a r e e r . B u t , a s it so o f t e n h a p p e n s i n l i fe , p a r t i n g i n th is i n s t a n c e 

b u t led u p to m e e t i n g , a n d m e e t i n g to p a r t i n g . 

T h e o c c u r r e n c e s 1 h a v e n a m e d h a d l i t t le r e s u l t u p o n m y out-

w a r d life, w h i c h f o r t h e t i m e r a n i ts p e a c e f u l c o u r s e . I p a s s o v e r 

m a n y c i r c u m s t a n c e s i m p o r t a n t to t h e u p l i f t i n g a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f 

m y c h a r a c t e r a n d m y m o r a l l i fe , a n d c o m e at o n c e t o t h e c l o s e of 

m y s t a y in B a m b e r g . 

I had n o w o n c e m o r e e a r n e s t l y to t u r n m y at tent ion to pro-

c u r i n g c e r t a i n a n d s e t t l e d e m p l o y m e n t . I n t r u t h , a s r e g a r d e d m y 

f u t u r e , I s tood q u i t e a l o n e . I h a d n o o n e to l e n d m e a h e l p i n g 

h a n d , so I m a d e u p m y m i n d to g o f o r w a r d , t r u s t i n g o n l y in G o d 

a n d d e s t i n y . I d e t e r m i n e d t o s e e k f o r a s i tuat ion b y m e a n s o f 

t h e Allgemeine Anzeiger der Deutschen * a p a p e r t h e n v e r y m u c h 

read, a n d I t h o u g h t it w o u l d b e g o o d to s e n d i n to t h e ed i tor , as a 

p r o o f o f m y a s s e r t i o n s o f c o m p e t e n c y , an a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e s i g n , and 

a l s o a s p e c i m e n of m y w o r k i n p r a c t i c a l s u r v e y i n g , t o g e t h e r w i t h 

e x p l a n a t i o n s o f b o t h of t h e m . A s s o o n a s m y p l a n w a s f u l l y 

c o n c e i v e d I se t t o w o r k at it. F o r t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l s k e t c h I c h o s e 

a d e s i g n of a n o b l e m a n ' s c o u n t r y m a n s i o n , w i t h t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 

o u t b u i l d i n g s . W h e n I h a d finished i t , w i t h v e r y f e w p r o f e s s i o n a l 

a p p l i a n c e s to h e l p m e , it c o n t a i n e d a c o m p l e t e w o r k i n g o u t o f al l 

t h e v a r i o u s n e c e s s a r y p l a n s , a n d a s a cr i t ical t e s t o f i ts a c c u r a c y 

a n d s u i t a b i l i t y to t h e p r o p o s e d s c a l e o f d i m e n s i o n s , I a d d e d a 

s t a t e m e n t o f al l t h e p a r t i c u l a r s a n d c o n d i t i o n s i n v o l v e d i n it. F o r 

t h e l a n d - s u r v e y i n g I c h o s e a t a b l e o f m e a s u r e m e n t s c o m p i l e d f r o m 

* "General Intelligencer of the German people." 



the m a p I h a d p r e v i o u s l y d r a w n , w h i c h I c a r r i e d t h r o u g h u n d e r 

cer ta in a r b i t r a r y a s s u m p t i o n s . T h e s e w o r k s , t o g e t h e r w i t h m y 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t , I s e n t i n 1 8 0 3 t o t h e of f ice o f t h e p a p e r I h a v e 

m e n t i o n e d , w i t h t h e r e q u e s t t h a t t h e ed i tor , a f t e r r e a d i n g m y 

t e s t i m o n i a l s a n d i n s p e c t i n g m y w o r k , w o u l d a d d a f e w c o n f i r -

m a t o r y w o r d s a s t o m y q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . W o r k a n d t e s t i m o n i a l s 

a l i k e w e r e to t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e e d i t o r , a n d m y r e q u e s t f o r a n 

edi tor ia l c o m m e n t w a s g r a n t e d . I r e c e i v e d s e v e r a l o f fers , e a c h 

o n e c o n t a i n i n g s o m e t h i n g t e m p t i n g a b o u t it. It w a s d i f f i c u l t t o 

m a k e a choice , b u t at last I d e c i d e d to a c c e p t a p o s i t i o n o f f e r e d m e 

as p r i v a t e s e c r e t a r y t o t h e P r e s i d e n t a n d P r i v y - C o u n c i l l o r V o n 

D e w i t z , o f M e c k l e n b u r g - S t r e l i t z , a t t h i s t i m e r e s i d e n t o n o n e o f 

h i s e s t a t e s , G r o s s - M i l c h o w . 

A m o n g s t t h e o t h e r o f f e r s w a s o n e f r o m P r i v y - C o u n c i l l o r V o n 

V o l d e r s d o r f , w h o w a s l o o k i n g out f o r a n a c c o u n t a n t f o r h i s e s t a t e s 

in t h e O b e r p f a l z * T h i s s i tuat ion d i d n o t s u i t m e so w e l l a s t h e 

o t h e r , b u t I a c c e p t e d a p r o p o s i t i o n to fill u p t h e t i m e t i l l t h e 

a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h e o t h e r p o s t h a d b e e n c o m p l e t e d , b y g o i n g 

d o w n to t h e s e e s t a t e s o f H e r r V o n V o l d e r s d o r f , a n d b r i n g i n g into 

o r d e r , a c c o r d i n g to a c e r t a i n s p e c i f i e d p l a n , t h e h e a v y a c c o u n t s o f 

his s t e w a r d , w h i c h w e r e at th is t i m e m u c h in a r r e a r . I s e t off 

for t h e O b e r p f a l z in t h e first d a y s o f 1804. B u t I w a s s o o n c a l l e d 

a w a y to M e c k l e n b u r g to the s i t u a t i o n at G r o s s - M i l c h o w w h i c h I 

h a d d e f i n i t i v e l y c h o s e n , a n d i n t h e r a w , f r i g h t f u l l y s e v e r e w i n t e r -

t ime of F e b r u a r y I j o u r n e y e d t h i t h e r b y t h e m a i l - c o a c h . Y e t , 

s h o r t a s h a d b e e n m y s t a y in t h e O b e r p f a l z , a n d c o n t i n u a l a n d 

u n i n t e r r u p t e d a s h a d b e e n m y l a b o u r in o r d e r t h a t I m i g h t g e t 

t h r o u g h t h e w o r k I h a d u n d e r t a k e n , t h e t i m e I s p e n t i n B a v a r i a 

y i e l d e d m e m u c h that w a s i n s t r u c t i v e . T h e m e n , i n g e n u o u s , l i v e l y 

y o u n g f e l l o w s f r o m S a x o n y a n d P r u s s i a , r e c e i v e d m e v e r y k i n d l y , 

a n d t h e v a r i e t y o f t h e i r d i f f e r e n t s e r v i c e s a n d t h e i r r e a d i n e s s to 

talk a b o u t t h e m , g a v e m e a good i n s i g h t into t h e i n n e r r e l a t i o n s h i p 

b e t w e e n t h e l a n d e d a r i s t o c r a c y a n d t h e i r r e t a i n e r s . In r e c a l l i n g 

t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s I t h a n k f u l l y a c k n o w l e d g e h o w m y e v e r - t e n d e r 

l o v i n g d e s t i n y t o o k p a i n s k i n d l y t o p r e p a r e m e f o r e a c h v o c a t i o n 

n e x t t o c o m e . I h a d n e v e r b e f o r e h a d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to s e e t h e 

* Upper Palatinate, a province in the north of Bavaria. 

Autobiography of Froebel. 

m o d e of k e e p i n g a c c o u n t s u s e d o n a g r e a t es tate , to s a y n o t h i n g of 

k e e p i n g t h e m m y s e l f , a n d h e r e I h a d th is v e r y w o r k t o do, a n d 

t h a t a f t e r a p l a n b o t h a m p l e a n d c l e a r , in w h i c h e v e r y p a r t i c u l a r , 

d o w n to t h e s i n g l e d e t a i l s , w a s c a r e f u l l y p r o v i d e d for . T h i s w a s 

o f t h e g r e a t e s t s e r v i c e to m e . P r e c i s e l y t h e c o n d u c t o f s u c h w e l l -

o r d e r e d a c c o u n t s w a s to b e m y w o r k l a t e r on ; t h e r e f o r e , h a v i n g 

t h e g e n e r a l p l a n I h a v e r e f e r r e d to firmly e s t a b l i s h e d in m y m i n d , 

a n d b e i n g w e l l p r a c t i s e d i n i ts o p e r a t i o n , I se t o f f w e l l p r e p a r e d 

f o r m y n e w s p h e r e o f w o r k . T h a n k s to th is , I w a s a b l e to s a t i s f y 

m o s t c o m p l e t e l y n o t o n l y m y n e w e m p l o y e r , b u t a l s o h i s l a d y , 

w h o u s e d to e x a m i n e e v e r y t h i n g m i n u t e l y w i t h s e v e r e s c r u t i n y . 

T h e s u r r o u n d i n g s o f H e r r V o n D e w i t z ' s e s t a t e w e r e u n c o m m o n l y 

p r e t t y f o r t h a t p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r y . L a k e s a n d h i l l s a n d t h e f r e s h 

f o l i a g e o f t r e e s a b o u n d e d , a n d w h a t N a t u r e h a d p e r h a p s o v e r l o o k e d 

h e r e a n d t h e r e A r t h a d m a d e good. M y g o o d f o r t u n e h a s a l w a y s l e d 

m e a m o n g s t p r e t t y n a t u r a l s c e n e r y . I h a v e e v e r t h a n k f u l l y e n j o y e d 

w h a t N a t u r e h a s s p r e a d b e f o r e m y e y e s , a n d s h e h a s a l w a y s b e e n 

i n t r u e m o t h e r l y u n i t y w i t h m e . A s s o o n a s I h a d g a i n e d s o m e 

f a c i l i t y i n it m y n e w w o r k b e c a m e s i m p l e , r a n i ts r e g u l a r c o u r s e 

w h i c h w a s r e p e a t e d w e e k b y w e e k , a n d g a v e m e t i m e to t h i n k 

a b o u t m y o w n i m p r o v e m e n t . 

H o w e v e r , m y e n g a g e m e n t o n t h i s e s t a t e w a s , a f t e r all , b u t a 

s h o r t one. T h e b e n t o f m y l i fe a n d d i s p o s i t i o n w a s a l r e a d y t a k e n . 

A s tar h a d a r i s e n w i t h i n m y m i n d w h i c h I w a s i m p e l l e d t o f o l l o w . 

O n th is a c c o u n t I could r e g a r d m y e m p l o y m e n t a t th is t i m e o n l y 

a s a s h e e t a n c h o r , to b e let g o a s s o o n a s a n o p p o r t u n i t y o f f e r e d 

i t s e l f to r e s u m e m y v o c a t i o n . T h i s o p p o r t u n i t y w a s n o t l o n g in 

m a k i n g i ts a p p e a r a n c e . 

M y u n c l e ( H o f f m a n n ) , w h o , l i k e m y b r o t h e r , b o r e m e a l w a y s 

l o v i n g l y in h i s t h o u g h t s , h a d l a t e l y died. E v e n o n h i s d e a t h b e d 

h e t h o u g h t o f m e , a n d c h a r g e d m y b r o t h e r to d o a l l h e c o u l d to 

find m e s o m e s e t t l e d o c c u p a t i o n for l ife, a n d a t a n y r a t e to pre-

v e n t m e f r o m l e a v i n g t h e p o s t I he ld at t h e m o m e n t b e f o r e I h a d 

s o m e r e a s o n a b l e p r o s p e c t o f a s e c u r e a n d b e t t e r e n g a g e m e n t e lse-

w h e r e . P r o v i d e n c e w i l l e d it o t h e r w i s e . H i s d e a t h , t h r o u g h t h e 

s m a l l i n h e r i t a n c e w h i c h t h e r e b y c a m e t o m e , g a v e m e t h e m e a n s 

o f f u l f i l l i n g t h e d e a r e s t w i s h of m y h e a r t . S o w o n d e r f u l l y d o e s 

G o d d irect t h e fa te o f m e n . 



I m u s t m e n t i o n o n e c i r c u m s t a n c e b e f o r e I p a r t f o r e v e r i n th is 

a c c o u n t o f m y l i fe f r o m m y g e n t l e , l o v i n g s e c o n d - f a t h e r . O n m y 

j o u r n e y to M e c k l e n b u r g , w h e n I s a w m y u n c l e (at S t a d t - I l m ) f o r 

t h e last t i m e , I h a d t h e d e e p j o y o f a ta lk w i t h h i m , s u c h a s a 

t r u s t i n g f a t h e r m i g h t h o l d w i t h h i s g r o w n - u p son, b o u n d to h i m 

b y e v e r y t ie o f a f f e c t i o n . H e f r e e l y p o i n t e d o u t t h e f a u l t s w h i c h 

h a d s h o w n t h e m s e l v e s i n m y b o y h o o d , a n d told m e o f t h e a n x i e t y 

t h e y h a d at o n e t i m e c a u s e d h i m , a n d i n t h i s w a y h e w e n t b a c k 

to t h e t i m e w h e n I w a s t a k e n into h i s f a m i l y , a n d to t h e c a u s e s of 

that . " I l o v e d y o u r m o t h e r v e r y d e a r l y , " sa id h e ; " i n d e e d , s h e 

w a s m y f a v o u r i t e o u t o f al l m y b r o t h e r s a n d s i s ters . I n y o u I 

s e e m e d to s e e m y s i s t e r o n c e m o r e , a n d f o r h e r l o v e I t o o k c h a r g e 

o f y o u , a n d b e s t o w e d o n y o u that a f fect ion w h i c h h i t h e r t o h a d 

b e e n h e r s a l o n e . " A n d d e a r a s m y o w n m o t h e r had b e c o m e to 

m e a l r e a d y t h r o u g h t h e m a n y k i n d t h i n g s I h a d h e a r d said o f h e r , 

so that I h a d e v e n f o r m e d a d i s t i n c t c o n c e p t i o n o f w h a t s h e w a s 

l i k e , a n d s e e m e d a c t u a l l y to r e m e m b e r h e r , s h e b e c a m e e v e n 

d e a r e r to m e a f t e r t h e s e r e m i n i s c e n c e s o f m y u n c l e t h a n b e f o r e , 

f o r did I not o w e to h e r t h i s n o b l e a n d h i g h - m i n d e d s e c o n d - f a t h e r ? 

M y c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h m y u n c l e first m a d e c l e a r to m e w h a t in 

l a t e r l i fe I h a v e f o u n d r e p e a t e d l y c o n f i r m e d — t h a t t h e s o u r c e s , 

s p r i n g s , o r m o t i v e s o f o n e ' s p r e s e n t a c t i o n s o f t e n l ie f a r a w a y 

b e y o n d the p r e s e n t t i m e , o u t s i d e t h e p r e s e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a n d 

a r e a l t o g e t h e r d i s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e p e r s o n s w i t h w h o m o n e i s 

c o n c e r n e d at t h e m o m e n t t h e n p a s s i n g . I h a v e a l s o r e p e a t e d l y 

o b s e r v e d in t h e c o u r s e o f m y l i fe t h a t t i e s a r e t h e f a s t e r , t h e m o r e 

e n d u r i n g , a n d t h e t r u e r t h e m o r e t h e y s p r i n g f r o m h i g h e r , 

u n i v e r s a l , a n d i m p e r s o n a l s o u r c e s . 

T h e p e r s o n w h o i n M e c k l e n b u r g s tood n e x t a b o v e m e i n 

p o s i t i o n in t h e h o u s e a n d in t h e f a m i l y w a s t h e p r i v a t e tutor , 

w h o m I f o u n d a l r e a d y t h e r e — a y o u n g d o c t o r o f p h i l o s o p h y o f 

G o t t i n g e n U n i v e r s i t y . W e did n o t c o m e m u c h into c o n t a c t o n 

t h e w h o l e , s i n c e h e a s a u n i v e r s i t y g r a d u a t e t o o k a f a r h i g h e r s t a n d 

t h a n I ; b u t t h r o u g h h i m I c a m e into s o m e c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e 

c l e r g y m e n o f t h e d is t r ic t , a n d this w a s o f b e n e f i t t o m e . A s f o r 

t h e f a r m e r s , t h e bai l i f f s , etc . , t h e i r h o s p i t a b l e n a t u r e w a s q u i t e 

s u f f i c i e n t o f i t se l f to a f f o r d m e a h e a r t y w e l c o m e . T h u s I l i v e d in 

a w a y I h a d f o r a l o n g t i m e fe l t I m u c h n e e d e d , a m i d s t m a n y - s i d e d 

c o m p a n i o n a b l e g o o d - f e l l o w s h i p , c h e e r f u l a n d f r e e . H e a l t h y a s 1 

w a s in b o d y a n d soul , i n h e a d a n d h e a r t , m y t h o u g h t s f u l l of br ight-

n e s s a n d c h e e r f u l n e s s , it w a s n o t l o n g b e f o r e m y m i n d a g a i n fe l t 

a n e a g e r d e s i r e f o r h i g h e r c u l t u r e . T h e y o u n g t u t o r w e n t a w a y , 

a n d a f t e r h i s d e p a r t u r e m y c r a v i n g f o r c u l t u r e g r e w k e e n e r a n d 

k e e n e r , f o r I m i s s e d t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n v e r s e I h a d b e e n a b l e to 

h o l d w i t h h i m . B u t I w a s s o o n a g a i n t o r e c e i v e s u c c o u r . 

T h e P r e s i d e n t , * b e s i d e s t h e f a m i l y a t h o m e , h a d t w o s o n s a t t h e 

P a d a g o g i u m i n H a l l e . t T h e y c a m e to v i s i t t h e i r parents , a c c o m -

p a n i e d b y t h e i r s p e c i a l tutor , a g e n t l e m a n d e s t i n e d to b e c o m e 

f a m o u s later o n a s the r e n o w n e d s c h o l a r , D r . W o l l w e i d e . 

D r . W o l l w e i d e w a s a m a t h e m a t i c i a n a n d a p h y s i c i s t , a n d I 

f o u n d h i m f r e e l y c o m m u n i c a t i v e . H e w a s so k i n d a s to m e n t i o n 

a n d e x p l a i n to m e the m a n y v a r i o u s p r o b l e m s h e h a d set b e f o r e 

h i m s e l f to w o r k out . T h i s c a u s e d m y l o n g s l u m b e r i n g a n d s u p -

p r e s s e d l o v e f o r m a t h e m a t i c s a s a s c i e n c e , a n d f o r p h y s i c s , t o 

s p r i n g u p a g a i n , f u l l y a w a k e . F o r s o m e t i m e p a s t m y t e n d e n c y 

h a d l e a n e d m o r e a n d m o r e t o w a r d s a r c h i t e c t u r e , a n d , i n d e e d , I 

h a d n o w firmly d e t e r m i n e d to c h o o s e that a s m y p r o f e s s i o n , a n d 

to s t u d y it h e n c e f o r t h w i t h a l l e a r n e s t n e s s . M y i n t e l l e c t u a l 

c r a v i n g s a n d t h e c h o i c e o f a p r o f e s s i o n s e e m e d a t last t o r u n 

t o g e t h e r , a n d I fe l t c o n t i n u a l l y b r i g h t a n d h a p p y at t h e t h o u g h ! 

I s e i z e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y o f the p r e s e n c e o f t h e s c h o l a r w h o m I 

h a v e n a m e d to l e a r n f r o m h i m w h a t w e r e t h e b e s t b o o k s o n 

t h o s e s u b j e c t s w h i c h p r o m i s e d to b e u s e f u l to m e , a n d m y first 

c a r e w a s to b e c o m e p o s s e s s e d of t h e m . A r c h i t e c t u r e w a s n o w 

v i g o r o u s l y s t u d i e d , a n d o t h e r b o o k s , too, w e r e n o t s u f f e r e d to h e 

id le . ^ . , 

T h e f o l l o w i n g b o o k s t o o k g r e a t h o l d u p o n m e : P r o s c h k e s 

" F r a g m e n t s o n A n t h r o p o l o g y " (a s m a l l u n p r e t e n d i n g b o o k ) , 

N o v a l i s ' W o r k s , a n d A r n d t ' s " G e r m a n y " a n d " E u r o p e . " % T h e 

* Herr Von Dewitz, his employer. 

+ The Pädagogium in Halle answered somewhat to our grammar schools 

with a mixture of boarders and day-scholars. It was founded by Francke in 

1712, after the ideas of the famous Basedow, and was endowed by means of a 

P U Î T V e s e weTe'two pamphlets by the famous patriot and poet Ernst Moritz 

Arndt (1769-1860), published in 1805. 



first o f t h e s e at o n e s t r o k e d r e w t o g e t h e r , so t h a t I c o u l d r e c o g -

n i s e in t h e m m y s e l f a s a c o n n e c t e d w h o l e , m y o u t e r e x i s t e n c e , 

m y i n n e r c h a r a c t e r , m y d i s p o s i t i o n , a n d t h e c o u r s e o f m y life. I 

for t h e first t i m e r e a l i s e d m y s e l f a n d m y l i f e a s a s i n g l e e n t i t y in 

c o n t r a s t t o the w h o l e w o r l d o u t s i d e o f m e * T h e s e c o n d b o o k 

l a y b e f o r e m e t h e m o s t s e c r e t e m o t i o n s , p e r c e p t i o n s , a n d i n t e n -

t ions o f m y i n m o s t s o u l , c l e a r , o p e n , a n d v i v i d . I f I p a r t e d w i t h 

t h a t b o o k it s e e m e d a s i f I had p a r t e d w i t h m y s e l f ; i f a n y t h i n g 

h a p p e n e d to t h e b o o k I f e l t as t h o u g h it h a d h a p p e n e d to m e , 

o n l y m o r e d e e p l y a n d w i t h g r e a t e r p a i n . T h e t h i r d b o o k t a u g h t 

m e of m a n in h i s b r o a d h is tor ica l r e l a t i o n s , se t b e f o r e m e t h e 

g e n e r a l l i fe o f m y k i n d a s o n e g r e a t w h o l e , a n d s h o w e d m e h o w 

I w a s b o u n d to m y o w n n a t i o n , b o t h to m y a n c e s t o r s a n d m y 

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . Y e t t h e s e r v i c e th is las t b o o k h a d d o n e m e 

w a s h a r d l y r e c o g n i s e d at th is t i m e ; f o r m y t h o u g h t s w e r e b e n t 

on a d e f i n i t e o u t w a r d a i m , that o f b e c o m i n g a n a r c h i t e c t . B u t I 

could at a l l e v e n t s r e c o g n i s e the n e w e a g e r l i fe w h i c h h a d s e i z e d 

m e , a n d to m a r k t h i s c h a n g e to m y s e l f , I n o w b e g a n t o u s e a s a 

C h r i s t i a n n a m e t h e las t i n s t e a d o f t h e first o f m y b a p t i s m a l 

n a m e s . t O t h e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s a l s o i m p e l l e d m e to m a k e t h i s 

c h a n g e ; a n d , f u r t h e r , it f r e e d m e f r o m t h e m e m o r y o f t h e m a n y 

d i s a g r e e a b l e i m p r e s s i o n s o f m y b o y h o o d w h i c h c l u s t e r e d r o u n d 

the n a m e I w a s then c a l l e d . 

T h e t i m e h a d c o m e w h e n I c o u l d n o l o n g e r r e m a i n sat is f ied 

w i t h m y p r e s e n t o c c u p a t i o n ; a n d I t h e r e f o r e s e n t in m y r e s i g n a t i o n . 

T h e i m m e d i a t e o u t w a r d c i r c u m s t a n c e w h i c h d e c i d e d m e w a s 

this . I had k e p t u p a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h t h e y o u n g m a n w h o m 

I h a d k n o w n a s a p r i v a t e t u t o r w h e n I he ld a G o v e r n m e n t c l e r k -

s h i p i n B a m b e r g , a n d w h o left h i s s i t u a t i o n to g o to F r a n k f u r t , 

a n d t h e n o n into F r a n c e . ? H e h a d a f t e r w a r d s l i v e d s o m e t i m e 

in F r a n k f u r t , o c c u p y i n g h i m s e l f w i t h t e a c h i n g , a n d n o w w a s a g a i n 

a p r i v a t e t u t o r in a m e r c h a n t ' s h o u s e in t h e N e t h e r l a n d s . I im-

* That is, Froebel realised the distinction of the subject-world from the 
object-world. 

f That is, he signed Wilheltoi Froebel instead of Friedrich Froebel for a 
lime. It cannot have been for long, however. 

t The young man mentioned on page 39. 

p a r t e d to h i m m y d e s i r e to l e a v e m y p r e s e n t post , a n d to s e e k a 

s i tuat ion w i t h a n a r c h i t e c t ; a n d a s k e d h i s o p i n i o n w h e t h e r I 

s h o u l d not b e m o s t l i k e l y to e f fect m y o b j e c t at F r a n k f u r t w h e r e 

so m a n y s t r e a m s of d i v e r s e l i fe a n d of m e n i n t e r m i n g l e . A n d a s 

m y f r i e n d w a s a c c u r a t e l y a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e i n s a n d o u t s ol 

F r a n k f u r t l i fe , I a s k e d h i m to g i v e m e s u c h i n d i c a t i o n s a s h e 

c o u l d o f t h e b e s t road to t a k e t o w a r d s the f u l f i l m e n t o f m y 

d e s i g n s . M y f r i e n d e n t e r e d h e a r t i l y in to m y project , a n d w r o t e 

to m e that h e i n t e n d e d h i m s e l f to s p e n d s o m e t i m e in F r a n k f u r t 

a g a i n in t h e e a r l y s u m m e r ; a n d h e s u g g e s t e d t h a t if I c o u l d 

m a n a g e to b e t h e r e at t h e s a m e t i m e , a m u t u a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n of 

the w h o l e m a t t e r o n t h e s p o t w o u l d b e t h e best w a y o f g o i n g to 

w o r k . In c o n s e q u e n c e o f th is I a t o n c e firmly d e c i d e d to l e a v e 

m y s i t u a t i o n in t h e f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g , a n d to j o i n m y f r i e n d a t 

F r a n k f u r t . B u t w h e r e w a s I to find t h e m o n e y n e c e s s a r y f o r 

s u c h a j o u r n e y ? I h a d r e q u i r e d t h e w h o l e o f m y s a l a r y u p till 

n o w to c o v e r m y p e r s o n a l e x p e n s e s a n d t h e s e t t l e m e n t o f s o m e 

d e b t s I h a d r u n u p at B a m b e r g . 

In th is p e r p l e x i t y I w r o t e a g a i n to m y e l d e s t b r o t h e r , w h o had 

u p till n o w u n d e r s t o o d m e so w e l l , a n d I a s k e d h i m f o r assist-

ance . I w a s at th is t i m e in a p e c u l i a r d i l e m m a . O n t h e o n e h a n d , 

I felt v e r y k e e n l y that I m u s t g e t out o f m y p r e s e n t pos i t ion, w h i l e 

o n the o t h e r , b y m y u n c h a n g i n g c h a n g e a b l e n e s s I f e a r e d to w e a r 

o u t t h e i n d u l g e n c e a n d p a t i e n c e o f m y w o r t h y b r o t h e r . I n t h i s 

strait I j u s t g a v e h i m w h a t s e e m e d to m e as I w r o t e it a n e x a c t 

a c c o u n t o f m y r e a l s tate o f m i n d ; t e l l i n g h i m t h a t I could o n l y 

find m y l i fe-aim i n a c o n t i n u a l s t r i v i n g t o w a r d s i n w a r d p e r f e c t i o n 

M y b r o t h e r ' s a n s w e r a r r i v e d . W i t h a j o y f u l t r e m o r a n d 

ag i ta t ion I he ld it i n m y h a n d s . F o r h o u r s t o g e t h e r I c a r r i e d it 

a b o u t m e b e f o r e I u n s e a l e d it, for d a y s t o g e t h e r b e f o r e I r e a d i t ; 

it s e e m e d so i m p r o b a b l e t h a t m y b r o t h e r w o u l d f e e l h i m s e l f a b l e 

to h e l p m e t o w a r d s t h e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t o f the d e s i r e o f m y s o u l , 

a n d I f e a r e d to find in that l e t t e r t h e f r u s t r a t i o n o f m y l i f e s 

e n d e a v o u r . W h e n , a f t e r s o m e d a y s o f v a c i l l a t i o n b e t w e e n h o p e 

a n d d o u b t , I c o u l d b e a r t h e s i t u a t i o n n o l o n g e r , a n d o p e n e d t h e 

l e t t e r I w a s not a l i t t le a s t o n i s h e d that i t b e g a n b y a d d r e s s i n g 

m e at o n c e in t e r m s of t h e m o s t m o v i n g s y m p a t h y . A s I r e a d 

o n t h e c o n t e n t s a g i t a t e d m e d e e p l y . T h e l e t t e r g a v e m e t h e 
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n e w s of m y b e l o v e d u n c l e ' s d e a t h , a n d i n f o r m e d m e o f l e g a c i e s 

l e f t b y h i m to m e a n d m y b r o t h e r s . T h u s fate i tse l f , t h o u g h in a 

m a n n e r so d e e p l y af fect ing, p r o v i d e d m e w i t h t h e m e a n s f o r 

w o r k i n g out m y n e x t p l a n . 

T h e d i e w a s n o w cast. F r o m t h i s m o m e n t o n w a r d s m y i n n e r 

l i fe r e c e i v e d a q u i t e n e w s igni f i ca t ion a n d a f r e s h c h a r a c t e r , a n d 

y e t I w a s u n c o n s c i o u s o f al l th is . I w a s l i k e a t r e e w h i c h 

flowers a n d k n o w s it n o t M y i n w a r d a n d o u t w a r d v o c a t i o n a n d 

e n d e a v o u r , m y t r u e l i fe -dest iny a n d m y a p p a r e n t l i f e - a i m w e r e 

st i l l , h o w e v e r , in a s tate o f s e p a r a t i o n , a n d i n d e e d of confl ict , o f 

w h i c h I h a d not t h e r e m o t e s t c o n c e p t i o n . M y r e s o l v e h e l d firm 

to m a k e a r c h i t e c t u r e m y p r o f e s s i o n ; it w a s p u r e l y a s a f u t u r e 

a r c h i t e c t t h a t I t o o k l e a v e o f a l l m y c o m p a n i o n s . 

A t t h e e n d of A p r i l 1805, w i t h p e a c e in m y h e a r t , c h e e r f u l n e s s 

in m y soul , an e a g e r d ispos i t ion, a n d a m i n d f u l l o f e n e r g y , I 

q u i t t e d m y old s u r r o u n d i n g s . T h e first d a y s o f a n u n u s u a l l y 

l o v e l y M a y ( a n d I m i g h t h e r e a g a i n recal l w h a t I p o i n t e d o u t 

a b o v e , that m y i n n e r a n d p e r s o n a l l i fe i n v a r i a b l y w e n t f a m i l i a r l y 

h a n d in h a n d w i t h e x t e r n a l N a t u r e ) I s p e n t w i t h a f r i e n d , a s a 

h o l i d a y , in t h e best s e n s e o f t h e w o r d . T h i s w a s a d e a r f r i e n d 

of m i n e , w h o l i v e d o n a n e x c e e d i n g l y finely-situated f a r m i n t h e 

U c k e r m a r k . * A r t h a d i m p r o v e d t h e b e a u t y o f t h e s o m e w h a t 

s i m p l e n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s o f t h e p l a c e , in t h e m o s t c u n n i n g l y - d e v i s e d 

f a s h i o n . In th is b e a u t i f u l , r e t i r e d , a n d e v e n s o l i t a r y spot , I 

flitted, a s it w e r e , f r o m o n e flower to a n o t h e r l i k e a v e r y b u t t e r f l y . 

I h a d a l w a y s p a s s i o n a t e l y l o v e d N a t u r e i n h e r a d o r n m e n t s o f 

c o l o u r a n d of d e w y p e a r l s , a n d c l u n g to h e r c l o s e l y w i t h the 

g l a d s o m e n e s s o f y o u t h . H e r e I m a d e t h e d i s c o v e r y t h a t a land-

s c a p e w h i c h w e l o o k u p o n in s y m p a t h e t i c m o o d s h i n e s w i t h 

e n h a n c e d b r i l l i a n c y ; o r a s I p u t t h e t ruth into w o r d s at t h e t i m e , 

" T h e m o r e i n t i m a t e l y w e a t t a c h o u r s e l v e s to N a t u r e , t h e m o r e 

s h e g l o w s w i t h b e a u t y a n d r e t u r n s u s a l l o u r a f f e c t i o n . " T h i s 

w a s t h e first t i m e m y m i n d h a d v e n t u r e d to g i v e e x p r e s s i o n 

T h e pretty district bordering the river Ucker, in pleasing contrast with 
the sandy plains of Brandenburg; it lies at no great distance from Berlin, 
so that it forms the favourite goal for a short excursion with the people oI 
that arid city. 

t o a s e n t i m e n t w h i c h t h r i l l e d m y s o u l . O f t e n i n later l i f e h a s 

t h i s p h r a s e p r o v e d i t se l f a v e r y t r u t h to m e . M y f r i e n d o n e d a y 

b e g g e d m e to w r i t e s o m e t h i n g i n h i s a l b u m : I d id so u n w i l l i n g l y . 

T o w r i t e a n y t h i n g b o r r o w e d w e n t a g a i n s t m e , f o r it j a r r e d w i t h 

t h e r e l a t i o n s e x i s t i n g b e t w e e n m e a n d t h e b o o k ' s o w n e r ; a n d 

t o t h i n k of a n y t h i n g o r i g i n a l w a s a t a s k I f e l t t o b e a l m o s t b e y o n d 

m y p o w e r s . H o w e v e r , a f t e r l o n g t h i n k i n g it o v e r i n t h e o p e n 

a i r , c o m p a r i n g m y f r i e n d ' s l i fe a n d m y o w n i n a l l t h e i r a s p e c t s , 

I d e c i d e d u p o n t h e f o l l o w i n g p h r a s e : — " T o t h e e m a y d e s t i n y 

s o o n g r a n t a s e t t l e d h o m e a n d a l o v i n g w i f e ! T o m e , w h i l e s h e 

d r i v e s m e r e s t l e s s a b r o a d , m a y s h e l e a v e b u t j u s t s o m u c h t i m e 

a s to a l l o w m e f a i r l y to d i s c e r n m y r e l a t i o n s w i t h m y i n m o s t s e l f 

a n d w i t h t h e w o r l d . " T h e n m y t h o u g h t s g r e w c l e a r , a n d I 

c o n t i n u e d , " T h o u g i v e s t m a n b r e a d ; let m y a i m b e to g i v e m a n 

h i m s e l f . " 

I d id n o t e v e n t h e n f u l l y a p p r e h e n d t h e m e a n i n g of w h a t I h a d 

s a i d a n d w r i t t e n , or I c o u l d not o f c o u r s e h a v e h e l d s o firmly t o 

m y a r c h i t e c t u r e s c h e m e . I k n e w a s y e t n e i t h e r m y s e l f n o r m y 

r e a l l i fe , n e i t h e r m y g o a l n o r m y l i fe ' s p a t h t h i t h e r . A n d l o n g 

a f t e r w a r d s , w h e n I h a d f o r s o m e t i m e b e e n e n g a g e d u p o n m y 

t r u e v o c a t i o n , I w a s n o t a l i t t le a s t o n i s h e d o v e r t h e p r o p h e t i c 

n a t u r e o f th is a l b u m - p h r a s e of m i n e . 

I n l a t e r l i fe I h a v e o f t e n o b s e r v e d t h a t a m a n ' s sp ir i t , w h e n it 

first b e g i n s to st ir w i t h i n h i m , u t t e r s m a n y a f a r - a w a y p r o p h e t i c 

t h o u g h t w h i c h y e t , i n r i p e r a g e , a t t a i n s i ts r e a l i s a t i o n , i ts 

c o n s u m m a t i o n . I h a v e e s p e c i a l l y n o t i c e d th is r e c e n t l y in br ight-

m i n d e d a n d a c t i v e c h i l d r e n ; i n fact , I h a v e o f t e n b e e n q u i t e 

a s t o u n d e d at t h e r e a l l y d e e p t r u t h s e x p r e s s e d b y t h e m i n t h e i r 

b u t t e r f l y l i fe . I s e e m e d to catch g l i m p s e s o f a s y m b o l i c t ruth in 

t h i s • a s if i n d e e d t h e h u m a n s o u l w e r e e v e n a l r e a d y b e g i n n i n g 

t o s h a k e i t se l f f r e e f r o m its c h r y s a l i s - w r a p p i n g , o r w e r e b u r s t i n g 

o f f t h e las t f r a g m e n t s o f t h e e g g s h e l l . 

I n M a y 1 8 0 5 , w h i l e o n m y j o u r n e y , I v i s i t e d m y e l d e s t b r o t h e r , 

o f w h o m I h a v e so o f t e n s p o k e n , a n d s h a l l h a v e y e t so o f t e n t o 

s p e a k , a n d f o u n d h i m in a n o t h e r distr ic t , t o w h i c h h e h a d b e e n 

a p p o i n t e d m i n i s t e r . H e w a s a s k i n d a n d ful l o f a f fect ion a s e v e r ; 

a n d i n s t e a d of b l a m i n g m e , s p o k e w i t h e s p e c i a l a p p r o v a l o f m y 

n e w p l a n s . H e told m e of p r o j e c t s w h i c h h a d a l l u r e d h i m in h i s 
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y o u t h , a n d st i l l a l l u r e d , b u t w h i c h h e h a d l a c k e d t h e s t r e n g t h of m i n d 

to s p e a k of. H i s f a t h e r ' s a d v i c e a n d a u t h o r i t y h a d o v e r a w e d h i m 

in y o u t h , a n d n o w t h e c h a i n o f a s e t t l e d p o s i t i o n in l i fe he ld h i m 

fast. T o f o l l o w t h e i n w a r d v o i c e f a i t h f u l l y a n d w i t h o u t s w e r v i n g 

w a s t h e a d v i c e h e o f f e r e d m e , a n d h e w r o t e t h i s m e m o r a n d u m in 

m y a l b u m w h e n I l e f t h i m , a s a l i fe m o t t o : — " T h e t a s k o f m a n 

is a s t r u g g l e t o w a r d s an e n d . D o y o u r d u t y a s a m a n , d e a r 

b r o t h e r , w i t h firmness a n d r e s o l u t i o n , fight a g a i n s t t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s 

w h i c h w i l l t h r u s t t h e m s e l v e s in y o u r p a t h , a n d b e a s s u r e d y o u 

w i l l a t t a i n t h e e n d . " 

T h u s c h e e r e d b y s y m p a t h y a n d a p p r o v a l , I w e n t m y w a y 

f r o m m y b r o t h e r ' s , s t r e n g t h e n e d a n d c o n f i r m e d in m y d e t e r m i n a -

tion. M y r o a d l a y o v e r t h e W a r t b u r g * L u t h e r ' s l i fe a n d 

f a m e w e r e t h e n not n e a r l y so w e l l a p p r e c i a t e d a n d so g e n e r a l l y 

u n d e r s t o o d a s n o w , a f t e r t h e T e r c e n t e n a r y f e s t i v a l o f t h e R e f o r m a -

t i o n . ! M y e a r l y e d u c a t i o n h a d n o t b e e n o f t h e k i n d to g i v e m e 

a c o m p l e t e s u r v e y o f L u t h e r ' s l i fe a n d i ts s t r u g g l e ; I w a s h a r d l y 

t h o r o u g h l y a c q u a i n t e d i n d e e d w i t h t h e s e p a r a t e e v e n t s o f it. Y e t 

I h a d l e a r n t i n s o m e s o r t to a p p r e c i a t e th is fighter for t h e t r u t h , 

b y h a v i n g in m y las t y e a r s a t s c h o o l to read a l o u d the A u g s b u r g 

C o n f e s s i o n to t h e a s s e m b l e d c o n g r e g a t i o n d u r i n g the a f t e r n o o n 

s e r v i c e o n c e r t a i n s p e c i f i e d S u n d a y s , a c c o r d i n g to a n o l d - f a s h i o n e d 

C h u r c h c u s t o m . i I w a s filled w i t h a d e e p s e n s e o f r e v e r e n c e a s 

I c l i m b e d " L u t h e r ' s p a t h , " t h i n k i n g at t h e s a m e t i m e that L u t h e r 

h a d le f t m u c h b e h i n d s t i l l to b e d o n e , to b e r o o t e d out, or to b e 

bui l t u p . 

S h o r t l y b e f o r e M i d s u m m e r D a y , a s I h a d a r r a n g e d w i t h m y 

f r iend, I r e a c h e d F r a n k f u r t . D u r i n g m y m a n y w e e k s ' j o u r n e y in 

th l o v e l y s p r i n g t i m e , m y t h o u g h t s h a d h a d t i m e to g r o w c a l m 

a n d c o l l e c t e d . M y f r i e n d , too, w a s t r u e to h i s w o r d ; a n d w e at 

once s e t to w o r k t o g e t h e r to p r e p a r e a p r o s p e r o u s f u t u r e for m e . 

T h e p l a n of s e e k i n g a s i tuat ion w i t h an a r c h i t e c t w a s s t i l l firmly 

* Whither Luther lied for refuge after the Diet of Worms in 1521; and 

where, protected by the Elector of Saxony, he lay concealed for a year. 

During this year he translated the Bible. 

t Held all over Protestant Germany in 1817. 

J Our children still in like manner " say their catechism" at afternoon 
church in old-fashioned country places. 

h e l d to, a n d c i r c u m s t a n c e s s e e m e d f a v o u r a b l e f o r i ts r e a l i s a t i o n ; 

b u t m y f r i e n d at las t a d v i s e d m e to s e c u r e a l i v e l i h o o d b y 

g i v i n g l e s s o n s f o r a t i m e , unt i l w e s h o u l d find s o m e t h i n g m o r e 

d e f i n i t e t h a n h a d y e t a p p e a r e d . E v e r y p r o s p e c t o f a s p e e d y 

f u l f i l m e n t o f m y w i s h e s s e e m e d to of fer , a n d y e t in p r o p o r t i o n 

a s m y h o p e s g r e w m o r e c l e a r , a c e r t a i n f e e l i n g o f o p p r e s s i o n 

m a n i f e s t e d i tse l f m o r e a n d m o r e w i t h i n m e . I s o o n b e g a n 

s e r i o u s l y to a s k m y s e l f , t h e r e f o r e : — 

" H o w is t h i s ? C a n s t t h o u do w o r k i n a r c h i t e c t u r e w o r t h y o f 

a m a n ' s l i fe ? C a n s t t h o u u s e it to t h e c u l t u r e a n d t h e e n n o b l e -

m e n t o f m a n k i n d ? " 

I a n s w e r e d m y o w n q u e s t i o n to m y sat is fact ion. Y e t I c o u l d 

n o t c o n c e a l f r o m m y s e l f that it w o u l d b e d i f f i cu l t to f o l l o w th is 

p r o f e s s i o n c o n f o r m a b l y w i t h t h e idea l I h a d n o w s e t b e f o r e m e . 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g this , I s t i l l r e m a i n e d f a i t h f u l to m y o r i g i n a l 

s c h e m e , a n d s o o n b e g a n to s t u d y u n d e r a n a r c h i t e c t w i t h a v i e w 

to fitting m y s e l f f o r m y n e w p r o f e s s i o n . 

M y f r i e n d , u n c e a s i n g l y w o r k i n g t o w a r d s t h e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t 

o f m y v i e w s , i n t r o d u c e d m e to a f r i e n d of his, H e r r G r u n e r , the 

h e a d m a s t e r at t h a t t i m e of t h e F r a n k f u r t M o d e l S c h o o l , * w h i c h 

h a d not l o n g b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d . H e r e I f o u n d o p e n - m i n d e d y o u n g 

p e o p l e w h o m e t m e r e a d i l y a n d i n g e n u o u s l y , a n d o u r c o n v e r s a t i o n 

s o o n r a n g e d f r e e l y o v e r l i fe a n d i ts m a n y - s i d e d a s p e c t s . M y o w n 

l i fe a n d its o b j e c t w e r e a l s o b r o u g h t f o r w a r d a n d t a l k e d o v e r . I 

s p o k e o p e n l y , m a n i f e s t i n g m y s e l f j u s t a s I w a s , s a y i n g w h a t I 

k n e w a n d w h a t I did not k n o w a b o u t m y s e l f . 

" O h , " said G r u n e r , t u r n i n g to m e , " g i v e u p a r c h i t e c t u r e ; it 

i s not y o u r v o c a t i o n at a l l . B e c o m e a t e a c h e r . W e w a n t a 

t e a c h e r i n o u r o w n school . S a y y o u a g r e e , a n d t h e p l a c e shal l b e 

y o u r s . " 

M y f r i e n d w a s f o r a c c e p t i n g G r u n e r ' s p r o p o s a l , a n d I b e g a n to 

h e s i t a t e . A d d e d to th is , a n e x t e r n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e n o w c a m e to 

m y k n o w l e d g e w h i c h h a s t e n e d m y dec is ion. I r e c e i v e d t h e n e w s 

n a m e l y , t h a t t h e w h o l e o f m y t e s t i m o n i a l s , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e 

* This school, still in existence up to 1865 and later, but now no longer in 

being, had been founded under Gruner, a pupil of Pestalozzi, to embody and 

carry out the educational principles of the latter. 



that I h a d r e c e i v e d i n J e n a , w h i c h w e r e a m o n g s t t h e m , h a d b e e n 

lost. T h e y h a d b e e n s e n t to a g e n t l e m a n w h o t o o k a l i v e l y 

i n t e r e s t i n m y af fa irs , a n d I n e v e r f o u n d o u t t h r o u g h w h a t m i s -

c h a n c e t h e y w e r e lost. I n o w r e a d t h i s to m e a n that P r o v i d e n c e 

i tse l f h a d t h u s b r o k e n u p t h e b r i d g e b e h i n d m e , a n d cut of f a l l 

r e t u r n . 1 d e l i b e r a t e d n o l o n g e r , b u t e a g e r l y a n d j o y f u l l y s e i z e d 

t h e h a n d h e l d o u t to m e , a n d q u i c k l y b e c a m e a t e a c h e r i n t h e 

M o d e l S c h o o l o f F r a n k f u r t - o n - t h e - M a i n . * 

T h e w a t c h w o r d of t e a c h i n g a n d of e d u c a t i o n w a s a t t h i s t i m e 

t h e n a m e of PESTALOZZI. It s o o n b e c a m e e v i d e n t to m e t h a t 

P e s t a l o z z i w a s t o b e t h e w a t c h w o r d of m y l i fe a l s o ; f o r not o n l y 

G r u n e r , b u t a l s o a s e c o n d t e a c h e r a t t h e s c h o o l , w e r e p u p i l s o f 

P e s t a l o z z i , a n d t h e first-named h a d e v e n w r i t t e n a b o o k o n h i s 

m e t h o d of t e a c h i n g . T h e n a m e h a d a m a g n e t i c e f fect u p o n m e , 

t h e m o r e so a s d u r i n g m y s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t a n d s e l f - e d u c a t i o n it h a d 

s e e m e d to m e a n a s p i r a t i o n — a s o m e t h i n g p e r h a p s n e v e r to b e 

f a m i l i a r l y k n o w n , y e t d i s t i n c t e n o u g h , a n d at a l l e v e n t s i n s p i r i t i n g . 

A n d n o w I r e c a l l e d h o w i n m y e a r l y b o y h o o d , in m y f a t h e r ' s h o u s e , 

I h a d g o t a c e r t a i n p i e c e o f n e w s o u t o f s o m e n e w s p a p e r o r 

a n o t h e r , or at l e a s t t h a t i s h o w t h e m a t t e r s tood i n m y m e m o r y . 

I g a t h e r e d t h a t i n S w i t z e r l a n d a m a n of f o r t y , w h o l i v e d r e t i r e d 

f r o m t h e w o r l d , — P e s t a l o z z i b y n a m e , — h a d t a u g h t h i m s e l f , a l o n e 

a n d u n a i d e d , r e a d i n g , w r i t i n g , a n d a r i t h m e t i c . J u s t at that t i m e I 

w a s f e e l i n g t h e s l o w n e s s a n d i n s u f f i c i e n c y o f m y o w n d e v e l o p m e n t , 

a n d t h i s n e w s q u i e t e d m e , a n d filled m e w i t h t h e h o p e a n d t r u s t 

that I , too , m i g h t , t h r o u g h m y o w n e n d e a v o u r , r e p a i r t h e d e f i c i e n -

c ies o f m y b r i n g i n g - u p . A s I h a v e g r o w n o l d e r I h a v e a l s o f o u n d 

i t c o n s o l a t o r y t o r e m a r k h o w t h e c u l t u r e o f v i g o r o u s , c a p a b l e m e n 

h a s n o t s e l d o m b e e n a c q u i r e d r e m a r k a b l y l a t e in l ife. A n d i n 

g e n e r a l I m u s t a c k n o w l e d g e i t a s p a r t o f t h e g r o u n d w o r k u n d e r , 

l y i n g m y l i fe a n d the e v o l u t i o n o f m y c h a r a c t e r , t h a t t h e c o n t e m p l a -

tion o f t h e a c t u a l e x i s t e n c e s o f r e a l m e n a l w a y s w r o u g h t u p o n 

m y s o u l , a s it w e r e , b y a f r u i t f u l r a i n a n d t h e g e n i a l w a r m t h of 

s u n s h i n e ; w h i l e t h e i s o l a t e d t r u t h s t h e s e l i v e s e n s h r i n e d , t h e 

* There is a smaller town called Frankfurt, on the Oder. " A m Main," 

or : A n der Oder," is, therefore, added to the greater or the smaller Frankfurt 

respectively, for distinction's sake. 

p r i n c i p l e s t h o s e w h o l i v e d t h e m h a d t h o u g h t o u t a n d e m b o d i e d 

i n s o m e p h r a s e o r a n o t h e r , fel l a s p r e c i o u s s e e d - c o r n , a s it w e r e , 

o r a s s o l v e n t sa l t c r y s t a l s u p o n m y t h i r s t y sp ir i t . A n d w h i l e o n 

t h i s h e a d I c a n n o t h e l p e s p e c i a l l y c a l l i n g to m i n d h o w d e e p a n d 

l a s t i n g w a s t h e i m p r e s s i o n m a d e u p o n m e in m y las t y e a r at 

s c h o o l b y t h e a c c o u n t s i n t h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s o f t h e l i v e s o f 

e a r n e s t l y s t r i v i n g y o u t h s a n d m e n . I m e n t i o n it h e r e , b u t I s h a l l 

h a v e to r e t u r n to t h e s u b j e c t later o n . * 

N o w to r e t u r n to t h e n e w life w h i c h I h a d b e g u n . It w a s o n l y 

t o b e e x p e c t e d t h a t each t h i n g a n d a l l t h i n g s I h e a r d of P e s t a l o z z i 

s e i z e d p o w e r f u l l y u p o n m e ; a n d t h i s m o r e e s p e c i a l l y a p p l i e s to a 

s k e t c h y n a r r a t i v e o f h i s l ife, h i s a i m s , a n d h i s s t r u g g l e s , w h i c h I 

f o u n d in a l i t e r a r y n e w s p a p e r , w h e r e a l s o w a s s ta ted P e s t a l o z z i ' s 

w e l l - k n o w n d e s i r e a n d e n d e a v o u r — n a m e l y , in s o m e n o o k or c o r n e r 

o f t h e w o r l d , n o m a t t e r w h e r e , to b u i l d u p an i n s t i t u t i o n f o r t h e 

e d u c a t i o n of t h e p o o r , a f t e r h i s o w n h e a r t . T h i s n a r r a t i v e , e s p e -

c i a l l y t h e last p o i n t o f it, w a s to m y h e a r t l i k e oi l p o u r e d o n fire. 

T h e r e a n d t h e n t h e r e s o l u t i o n w a s t a k e n to g o a n d l o o k u p o n th is 

m a n w h o c o u l d so t h i n k a n d s o e n d e a v o u r to act, a n d to s t u d y h i s 

l i fe a n d its w o r k . 

T h r e e d a y s a f t e r w a r d s (it w a s t o w a r d s t h e e n d of A u g u s t 1 8 0 5 ) 

1 w a s a l r e a d y o n t h e r o a d to Y v e r d o n . t w h e r e P e s t a l o z z i h a d 

n o t l o n g b e f o r e e s t a b l i s h e d h i m s e l f . O n c e a r r i v e d t h e r e , a n d 

h a v i n g m e t w i t h t h e f r i e n d l i e s t r e c e p t i o n b y P e s t a l o z z i a n d h i s 

t e a c h e r s , b e c a u s e o f m y i n t r o d u c t i o n s f r o m G r u n e r a n d h i s col-

l e a g u e s , I w a s t a k e n , l i k e e v e r y o t h e r v i s i t o r , to t h e c l a s s - r o o m s , 

a n d t h e r e left m o r e or l e s s to m y o w n d e v i c e s . I w a s sti l l v e r y 

i n e x p e r i e n c e d , b o t h in t h e t h e o r y a n d p r a c t i c e o f t e a c h i n g , r e l y i n g 

c h i e f l y in s u c h t h i n g s u p o n m y m e m o r y of m y o w n s c h o o l - t i m e , a n d 

I w a s t h e r e f o r e v e r y l i t t le fitted for a r i g o r o u s e x a m i n a t i o n into 

d e t a i l s o f m e t h o d a n d into t h e w a y t h e y w e r e c o n n e c t e d t o f o r m 

a w h o l e s y s t e m . T h e la t ter p o i n t , i n d e e d , w a s n e i t h e r c l e a r l y 

t h o u g h t out , n o r w a s it w o r k e d out in p r a c t i c e . W h a t I s a w w a s 

t o m e at o n c e e l e v a t i n g a n d d e p r e s s i n g , a r o u s i n g a n d a l s o b e w i l -

* He never does, for this interesting record remains a fragment, 

t Situate at the head of the lake of Neuchatel, but in the canton of Vaud, 

in Switzerland. 



d e r i n g . M y v i s i t l a s t e d o n l y a for tn ight . I w o r k e d a w a y a n d 

tr ied to t a k e i n a s m u c h a s I could ; e s p e c i a l l y as , to h e l p m e in the 

d u t i e s I h a d u n d e r t a k e n , I fe l t i m p e l l e d to g i v e a fa i thful a c c o u n t 

in w r i t i n g o f m y v i e w s o n the w h o l e s y s t e m , a n d t h e e f fect it 

h a d p r o d u c e d u p o n m e . W i t h t h i s i d e a I t r i e d t o h o l d fast in m y 

m e m o r y a l l I h e a r d . N e v e r t h e l e s s I s o o n fe l t t h a t h e a r t a n d m i n d 

w o u l d a l i k e c o m e to g r i e f in a m a n of m y d i s p o s i t i o n i f I w e r e to 

s t a y l o n g e r w i t h P e s t a l o z z i , m u c h a s I d e s i r e d to do so. A t that 

t i m e t h e l i fe t h e r e w a s e s p e c i a l l y v i g o r o u s ; i n t e r n a l l y a n d e x t e r -

n a l l y it w a s a l iv ing , m o v i n g , s t i r r i n g e x i s t e n c e , f o r P r i n c e H a r -

d e n b e r g , c o m m i s s i o n e d b y t h e A u s t r i a n G o v e r n m e n t , h a d c o m e 

to e x a m i n e t h o r o u g h l y into P e s t a l o z z i ' s w o r k . * 

T h e f r u i t s o f m y s h o r t s t a y w i t h P e s t a l o z z i w e r e a s f o l l o w s : — 

In t h e first p lace , I s a w t h e w h o l e t r a i n i n g of a g r e a t educat iona l 

i n s t i t u t i o n , w o r k e d u p o n a c l e a r a n d firmly-settled p lan of t e a c h -

ing. I s t i l l p o s s e s s the " t e a c h i n g - p l a n " of P e s t a l o z z i ' s inst i tut ion 

in u s e at that t i m e . T h i s t e a c h i n g - p l a n c o n t a i n s , in m y o p i n i o n , 

m u c h t h a t i s e x c e l l e n t , s o m e w h a t a l s o t h a t i s p r e j u d i c i a l . E x -

c e l l e n t , I t h o u g h t , w a s t h e c o n t r i v a n c e o f t h e so-ca l led " e x c h a n g e 

c l a s s e s . " f In each s u b j e c t t h e i n s t r u c t i o n w a s a l w a y s g i v e n 

t h r o u g h t h e e n t i r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t at t h e s a m e t i m e . T h u s t h e 

s u b j e c t s f o r t e a c h i n g w e r e s e t t l e d f o r e v e r y c lass , b u t t h e p u p i l s 

w e r e d i s t r i b u t e d a m o n g s t t h e v a r i o u s c l a s s e s a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r 

p r o f i c i e n c y in t h e s u b j e c t i n h a n d , s o t h a t t h e w h o l e b o d y o f 

p u p i l s w a s r e d i s t r i b u t e d i n q u i t e a d i s t i n c t d i v i s i o n f o r e a c h 

subject . T h e a d v a n t a g e o f t h i s c o n t r i v a n c e s t r u c k m e a s s o 

u n d e n i a b l e a n d so f o r c i b l e t h a t I h a v e n e v e r s i n c e r e l i n q u i s h e d 

it in m y e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k , n o r could I n o w b r i n g m y s e l f to d o 

so. T h e p r e j u d i c i a l s i d e o f t h e t e a c h i n g - p l a n , a g a i n s t w h i c h I 

i n t u i t i v e l y r e b e l l e d , a l t h o u g h m y o w n t e n d e n c i e s o n t h e s u b j e c t 

w e r e a s y e t so v a g u e a n d d i m , l a y , in m y o p i n i o n , in i ts i n -

c o m p l e t e n e s s a n d i ts o n e s i d e d n e s s . S e v e r a l s u b j e c t s o f t e a c h i n g 

* Austria was not the only country alive to the importance of this new-

teaching. Prussia and Holland also sent commissioners to study Pestalozzi's 

system, and so did many other smaller states. The Czar (Alexander I.) sent 

for Pestalozzi to a personal interview at Basel. 

f Wandernde Classen. Some of our later English schools have adopted a 

similar plan. 

a n d e d u c a t i o n h i g h l y i m p o r t a n t to t h e a l l - r o u n d h a r m o n i o u s 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f a m a n s e e m e d t o m e t h r u s t f a r too m u c h i n t o 

the b a c k g r o u n d , t r e a t e d in s t e p - m o t h e r l y f a s h i o n , a n d s u p e r f i c i a l l y 

w o r k e d out . 

T h e r e s u l t s o f t h e a r i t h m e t i c a l t e a c h i n g a s t o u n d e d m e , y e t I 

could not f o l l o w it into i ts l a r g e r a p p l i c a t i o n s a n d w i d e r e x t e n t . 

T h e m e c h a n i c a l r u l e s o f t h i s b r a n c h of i n s t r u c t i o n s e e m e d t o 

w h i r l m e r o u n d a n d r o u n d a s in a w h i r l p o o l . T h e t e a c h e r w a s 

Kr i i s i . T h e t e a c h i n g , i n s p i t e o f t h e b r i l l i a n t r e s u l t s w i t h i n i ts 

o w n c irc le , a n d in sp i te o f t h e s h a r p n e s s o f t h e q u i c k e n e d p o w e r s 

o f p e r c e p t i o n a n d c o m p r e h e n s i o n i n t h e c h i l d r e n b y w h i c h it 

a t t a i n e d t h o s e r e s u l t s , y e t , to m y p e r s o n a l taste , h a d s o m e t h i n g 

too p o s i t i v e i n i ts s e t t i n g for th , too m e c h a n i c a l in i ts r e c e p t i o n . 

A n d J o s i a s S c h m i d * h a d a l r e a d y , e v e n at t h a t t i m e , fe l t t h e 

i m p e r f e c t i o n of th is b r a n c h of ins truct ion . H e i m p a r t e d to m e 

t h e first g r o u n d - p r i n c i p l e s o f his l a t e r w o r k o n the s u b j e c t , a n d 

h i s i d e a s at o n c e c o m m a n d e d m y a p p r o v a l , f o r I s a w t h e y 

p o s s e s s e d t w o i m p o r t a n t p r o p e r t i e s , m a n y s i d e d n e s s a n d a n 

e x h a u s t i v e sc ient i f ic bas is . 

T h e t e a c h i n g o f d r a w i n g w a s a l s o v e r y i n c o m p l e t e , e s p e c i a l l y 

in i t s first c o m m e n c e m e n t ; b u t d r a w i n g f r o m r i g h t - a n g l e d p r i s m s 

w i t h e q u a l s i d e s , in v a r i o u s l e n g t h s , w h i c h w a s o n e o f t h e 

e x e r c i s e s r e q u i r e d at a l a t e r s tage , a n d d r a w i n g o t h e r m a t h e -

m a t i c a l figures b y m e a n s o f w h i c h t h e c o m p r e h e n s i o n of t h e 

f o r m s o f actual o b j e c t s o f e v e r y - d a y l i fe m i g h t b e fac i l i ta ted w e r e 

m u c h m o r e to m y m i n d . S c h m i d ' s m e t h o d o f d r a w i n g h a d n o t 

y e t a p p e a r e d . 

In p h y s i c a l g e o g r a p h y , t h e u s u a l s c h o o l c o u r s e , w i t h i ts m a n y -

c o l o u r e d m a p s , h a d b e e n le f t far b e h i n d . T o b l e r , an a c t i v e y o u n g 

m a n , w a s t h e p r i n c i p a l t e a c h e r in th is sect ion. St i l l , e v e n t h i s 

b r a n c h h a d f a r too m u c h p o s i t i v e i n s t r u c t i o n t for me. P a r t i c u -

l a r l y u n p l e a s a n t to m e w a s t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e c o u r s e , 

w h i c h b e g a n w i t h a n a c c o u n t o f t h e b o t t o m o f t h e sea , a l t h o u g h 

* One of Pestalozzi's teachers, to whom especially was confided the arrange-

ment of the arithmetical studies. 

f By positive instruction Froebel means learning by heart, or by being told 

results; as distinguished from actual education or development of the faculties, 

and the working out of results by pupils for themselves. 



t h e p u p i l s c o u l d h a v e n o c o n c e p t i o n of t h e i r o w n a s to i t s n a t u r e 

o r d i m e n s i o n s . N e v e r t h e l e s s t h e t e a c h i n g a r o u s e d a s t o n i s h m e n t , 

a n d c a r r i e d o n e i n v o l u n t a r i l y a l o n g w i t h it t h r o u g h t h e i m p r e s -

s i o n m a d e b y t h e l i g h t n i n g - q u i c k n e s s o f t h e a n s w e r s o f t h e 

c h i l d r e n . 

In n a t u r a l h i s t o r y I h e a r d o n l y t h e b o t a n y . T h e p r i n c i p a l 

t e a c h e r , w h o h a d a l s o p r e p a r e d t h e p l a n of i n s t r u c t i o n in th is 

subjec t f o r al l t h e school , w a s H o p f , l i k e t h e r e s t a n a c t i v e y o u n g 

m a n . T h e s c h o o l c o u r s e a r r a n g e d a n d c a r r i e d out b y h i m h a d 

m u c h t h a t w a s e x c e l l e n t . In e a c h s e p a r a t e i n s t a n c e — f o r e x a m p l e , 

t h e s h a p e a n d p o s i t i o n of l e a v e s , f l o w e r s , e t c . — h e w o u l d f i rs t 

o b t a i n al l t h e p o s s i b l e v a r i e t i e s o f f o r m b y q u e s t i o n a n d a n s w e r 

b e t w e e n t h e c l a s s a n d h i m s e l f , a n d t h e n h e w o u l d s e l e c t f r o m 

t h e r e s u l t s the f o r m w h i c h w a s b e f o r e t h e m in n a t u r e . T h e s e 

lessons , w h i c h w e r e in th is w a y m a d e so a t t r a c t i v e , a n d w h o s e • 

m e r i t s s p o k e f o r t h e m s e l v e s , s h o w e d , h o w e v e r , w h e n it c a m e 

to pract ical a p p l i c a t i o n , a n u n p r a c t i c a l , I h a d a l m o s t said, a se l f -

c o n t r a d i c t o r y a s p e c t . 

( W h e n , a f t e r w a r d s , in 1808, I v i s i ted Y v e r d o n f o r t h e s e c o n d 

t i m e , I f o u n d to m y r e g r e t n e i t h e r T o b l e r n o r H o p f t h e r e . ) 

W i t h t h e m e t h o d u s e d f o r t h e G e r m a n l a n g u a g e I c o u l d not at 

a l l b r i n g m y s e l f in to s y m p a t h y , a l t h o u g h it h a s b e e n i n t r o d u c e d 

into later s c h o o l b o o k s e l s e w h e r e . H e r e a l s o t h e a r b i t r a r y a n d 

n o n - p r o d u c t i v e s t y l e o f t e a c h i n g r a n s t r o n g l y c o u n t e r to m e at 

e v e r y s t e p . 

S i n g i n g w a s t a u g h t f r o m f i g u r e s . * R e a d i n g w a s t a u g h t f r o m 

P e s t a l o z z i ' s w e l l - k n o w n " A . B . C . " 

[ M e m o r a n d u m . — A l l t h i s l a y d a r k w i t h i n m e , i ts v a l u e un-

r e c o g n i s e d e v e n b y m y s e l f . B u t m y i n t e l l e c t u a l p o s i t i o n t e n d e d 

to b e c o m e m o r e s e t t l e d b y p a s s i n g t h r o u g h t h e s e e x p e r i e n c e s . 

A s to m y s t a t e at t h e t i m e , I h a v e , a s a c c u r a t e l y a s m a y b e , 

d e s c r i b e d it a b o v e , a s at o n c e e x a l t e d a n d d e p r e s s e d , a n i m a t e d 

a n d dul l . T h a t P e s t a l o z z i h i m s e l f w a s c a r r i e d a w a y a n d 

* This must mean the system invented by Rousseau, a modern development 

of which is the Cheve system mow widely used on the Continent. In England 

the tonic-sol-fa notation, which uses syllables instead of figures, but which rests 

fundamentally on the same principles, is much more familiar. 

b e w i l d e r e d b y th is g r e a t i n t e l l e c t u a l m a c h i n e o f h i s a p p e a r s f r o m 

t h e fact t h a t h e c o u l d n e v e r g i v e a n y d e f i n i t e a c c o u n t o f h i s i d e a , 

h i s p lan , h i s intent ion. H e a l w a y s s a i d , " G o a n d s e e f o r 

y o u r s e l f " ( v e r y g o o d f o r h i m w h o k n e w how to look , h o w to 

h e a r , h o w to p e r c e i v e ) ; " i t w o r k s s p l e n d i d l y ! " * It w a s a t that 

t i m e , i n d e e d , s u r p r i s i n g a n d i n e x p l i c a b l e to m e t h a t P e s t a l o z z i ' s 

l o v i n g c h a r a c t e r d id not w i n e v e r y o n e ' s h e a r t a s it w o n m i n e , 

a n d c o m p e l the s ta f f o f t e a c h e r s to d r a w t o g e t h e r into a c o n n e c t e d 

w h o l e , p e n e t r a t e d w i t h l i fe a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l s t r e n g t h in e v e r y 

part . H i s m o r n i n g a n d e v e n i n g a d d r e s s e s w e r e d e e p l y t o u c h i n g 

i n t h e i r s i m p l i c i t y ; a n d y e t I r e m a r k e d i n t h e m e v e n a l r e a d y at 

t h a t t i m e s o m e s l i g h t t r a c e s o f t h e u n h a p p y d i s s e n s i o n s a f t e r -

w a r d s t o ar ise . +] 

I l e f t Y v e r d o n in i n i d - O c t o b e r ( 1 8 0 5 ) w i t h a s e t t l e d r e s o l u t i o n 

' to r e t u r n t h i t h e r a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e f o r a l o n g e r s t a y . A s s o o n 

a s I got b a c k to F r a n k f u r t , I r e c e i v e d m y d e f i n i t e a p p o i n t m e n t 

f r o m t h e C o n s i s t o r i u m . j T h e w o r k t h a t a w a i t e d m e u p o n m y 

a r r i v a l f r o m S w i t z e r l a n d at t h e M o d e l S c h o o l ( w h i c h w a s , i n fact, 

p r o p e r l y t w o schools , o n e f o r b o y s a n d o n e f o r g i r l s ) w a s a s h a r e 

i n t h e a r r a n g e m e n t o f a n e n t i r e l y n e w e d u c a t i o n a l c o u r s e a n d 

t e a c h i n g - p l a n f o r t h e w h o l e e s t a b l i s h m e n t . T h e s c h o o l c o n t a i n e d 

f o u r or five c l a s s e s o f b o y s a n d t w o or t h r e e o f g i r l s ; a l t o g e t h e r 

a b o u t t w o h u n d r e d c h i l d r e n . T h e s t a f f c o n s i s t e d of f o u r p e r -

m a n e n t m a s t e r s a n d n i n e v i s i t i n g m a s t e r s . 

A s I t h r e w m y s e l f h e a r t i l y in to t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e 

n e c e s s i t i e s a n d t h e p r e s e n t p o s i t i o n of t h e s c h o o l , a n d o f t h e 

i n s t r u c t i o n g i v e n t h e r e , t h e w o r k i n g o u t o f t h i s p l a n w a s left 

a l m o s t w h o l l y i n m y h a n d s , u n d e r t h e c o n d i t i o n s i m p o s e d u p o n us. 

T h e s c h e m e I p r o d u c e d not o n l y s u c c e e d e d in w i n n i n g t h e a p p r o -

b a t i o n of t h e a u t h o r i t i e s , b u t p r o v e d i t s e l f d u r i n g a l o n g p e r i o d 

* " Geht und schawl, esgeht ungehiir (ungeheuer)." 

f The miserable quarrels between Niederer and Schmid, which so distressed 

the later years of Pestalozzi, are here referred to. 

{ A Consistorium in Germany is a sort of clerical council or convocation, 

made up of the whole of the Established clergy of a province, and supervising 

Church and school matters throughout that province, under the control of the 

Ministry of Religion and Education. No educator could establish a school 01 

take a post in a school without the approval of this body. 



of s e r v i c e benef ic ia l in the h i g h e s t d e g r e e , b o t h to t h e i n s t i t u t i o n 

i t s e l f a n d to i ts e f f i c i e n c y ; n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t it p u t t h e 

t e a c h e r s to s o m e c o n s i d e r a b l e p e r s o n a l i n c o n v e n i e n c e , a s w e l l a s 

m a k i n g l a r g e r c l a i m s u p o n the ir t i m e t h a n w a s u s u a l . 

T h e s u b j e c t s o f i n s t r u c t i o n w h i c h fe l l to m y s h a r e w e r e 

a r i t h m e t i c , d r a w i n g , p h y s i c a l g e o g r a p h y , a n d G e r m a n . I 

g e n e r a l l y t a u g h t in t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s . I n a l e t t e r to m y b r o t h e r 

I s p o k e o f t h e i m p r e s s i o n m a d e u p o n m e b y m y first l e s s o n t o 

a c l a s s o f t h i r t y or f o r t y b o y s r a n g i n g f r o m n i n e to e l e v e n ; it 

s e e m e d a s i f I had f o u n d s o m e t h i n g I h a d n e v e r k n o w n , b u t 

a l w a y s l o n g e d for, a l w a y s m i s s e d , a s if m y l i fe h a d a t last dis-

c o v e r e d i ts n a t i v e e l e m e n t . I fe l t a s h a p p y a s t h e fish i n t h e 

w a t e r , t h e bird in t h e air . 

B u t b e f o r e I p u r s u e th is s i d e o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f m y l i fe I 

m u s t touch u p o n a n o t h e r w h i c h w a s f a r m o r e i m p o r t a n t to t h e 

e v o l u t i o n o f m y c h a r a c t e r a s m a n , a s t e a c h e r , a n d a s e d u c a -

t ionist , a n d w h i c h , i n d e e d , s o o n a b s o r b e d the first w i t h i n itself. 

N o t l o n g a f t e r m y old f r i e n d , to m e e t w i t h w h o m I h a d c o m e 

to F r a n k f u r t , h a d i n t r o d u c e d m e to G r u n e r , h e w e n t b a c k h i m s e l f 

to h i s w o r k a s p r i v a t e tutor . A f t e r w a r d s h e h e a r d of a f a m i l y ( in 

F r a n k f u r t ) d e s i r i n g a p r i v a t e t u t o r f o r t h e sons . S i n c e h e c o u l d 

not i n t r o d u c e m e p e r s o n a l l y to t h i s f a m i l y h e d id so b y le t ter , 

and s e v e r a l w e e k s b e f o r e m y j o u r n e y t o Y v e r d o n h e had, in fact, 

w r i t t e n to t h e m a b o u t m e in v e r y k i n d l y t e r m s . It w a s f o r t h r e e 

s o n s p r i n c i p a l l y t h a t i n s t r u c t i o n a n d e d u c a t i o n w e r e r e q u i r e d . 

T h e y c a m e to s e e m e , a n d a f t e r t h e y h a d g o n e t h e i r p e r s o n a l 

p e c u l i a r i t i e s a n d t h e i r p r e v i o u s t e a c h i n g a n d t r a i n i n g , w i t h t h e 

results , w e r e f u l l y d e s c r i b e d to m e , a n d I w a s t h e n c o n s u l t e d a s t o 

the i r f u t u r e e d u c a t i o n . N o w to e d u c a t i o n a s a n o b j e c t * I h a d 

in t r u t h n e v e r y e t g i v e n a t h o u g h t , a n d t h e q u e s t i o n t h r e w m e into 

great p e r p l e x i t y . N e v e r t h e l e s s it r e q u i r e d a n a n s w e r , a n d m o r e -

o v e r a p r e c i s e a n s w e r . 

In t h e l i fe a n d c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f t h e s e l a d s I d i s c o v e r e d f r e q u e n t 

s i m i l a r i t i e s w i t h m y o w n b o y h o o d , w h i c h s p r a n g to m y m e m o r y 

as I l i s tened. I c o u l d t h e r e f o r e a n s w e r t h e q u e s t i o n s w h i c h w e r e 

* That is, the education of other minds than his o w n ; something beyond 
mere school-teaching. 

Autobiography of Froebel. 

p u t to m e o u t o f the d e v e l o p m e n t a n d e d u c a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e s o f 

m y o w n l i fe ; a n d m y r e p l y , torn a s it w a s f r o m a c t u a l l i fe , k e e n l y 

fe l t a n d v i g o r o u s l y e x p r e s s e d , b o r e u p o n it t h e s t a m p o f t r u t h . 

It w a s s a t i s f a c t o r y to t h e p a r e n t s ; a n d e d u c a t i o n — d e v e l o p m e n t , 

w h i c h h i t h e r t o h a d b e e n s u b j e c t i v e a l o n e f o r m e — t h a t is , a s 

s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t — n o w t o o k a n o b j e c t i v e f o r m , a c h a n g e w h i c h 

w a s d i s t i n c t l y p a i n f u l to m e . L o n g , l o n g it w a s b e f o r e I c o u l d 

b r i n g th is b u s i n e s s o f e d u c a t i o n into a f o r m e x p r e s s i b l e b y w o r d s . 

I o n l y k n e w e d u c a t i o n , and I c o u l d o n l y e d u c a t e , t h r o u g h d irect 

p e r s o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n . T h i s , t h e n , I c u l t i v a t e d to t h e b e s t o f m y 

p o w e r , f o l l o w i n g t h e p a t h w h i t h e r m y v o c a t i o n a n d m y l i f e n o w 

c a l l e d m e . 

T o s a y t r u t h , I h a d a s i lent i n w a r d r e l u c t a n c e t o w a r d s p r i v a t e 

t u t o r s h i p . I fe l t t h e c o n s t a n t i n t e r r u p t i o n s a n d t h e p i e c e - m e a l 

n a t u r e o f t h e w o r k i n s e p a r a b l e f r o m t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e c a s e , 

a n d h e n c e I s u s p e c t e d t h a t it m i g h t w a n t v i t a l i t y ; b u t t h e 

t r u s t i n g i n d u l g e n c e w i t h w h i c h I w a s met , a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e 

c l e a r , b r i g h t , f r i e n d l y g l a n c e w h i c h g r e e t e d m e f r o m t h e t w o 

y o u n g e r l a d s , d e c i d e d m e to u n d e r t a k e to g i v e t h e b o y s l e s s o n s 

f o r t w o h o u r s a d a y , a n d t o s h a r e t h e i r w a l k s . T h e a c t u a l 

t e a c h i n g w a s to b e in a r i t h m e t i c and G e r m a n . T h e first w a s s o o n 

a r r a n g e d . I s i m p l y f o l l o w e d P e s t a l o z z i ' s c o u r s e . B u t a s to t h e 

l a n g u a g e I e n c o u n t e r e d g r e a t d i f f i cu l t ies . I b e g a n b y t e a c h i n g it 

f r o m t h e r e g u l a r s c h o o l - b o o k s t h e n u s e d , a n d i n d e e d st i l l i n u s e . 

I p r e p a r e d m y s e l f to t h e b e s t o f m y a b i l i t y f o r e a c h lesson, a n d 

w o r k e d u p w h a t e v e r I fe l t m y s e l f i g n o r a n t o f i n t h e m o s t c a r e f u l 

a n d d i l i g e n t w a y . B u t t h e m o d e of t e a c h i n g e m p l o y e d i n t h e s e 

b o o k s f r u s t r a t e d m y e f f o r t s . I c o u l d n e i t h e r g e t on m y s e l f n o r 

g e t m y p u p i l s o n w i t h it. S o I b e g a n to t a k e f o r m y m e t h o d 

P e s t a l o z z i ' s " M o t h e r s ' B o o k . " In t h i s w a y w e w e n t o n m u c h 

b e t t e r , b u t st i l l I w a s not s a t i s f i e d ; a n d , i n d e e d , I m a y s a y t h a t 

f o r a v e r y l o n g t i m e n o s y s t e m o f i n s t r u c t i o n in G e r m a n did 

s a t i s f y m e . 

In a r i t h m e t i c , b y u s i n g t h e " T a b l e s o f U n i t s " * in P e s t a l o z z i ' s 

* Einertabelle; tables or formulas extending to units only ; a system em-

bodied to a large extent in Sonnenschein's " A B C of Arithmetic," for teaching 

just the first elements of the art. 



p a m p h l e t , I a r r i v e d at t h e s a m e r e s u l t s w h i c h I h a d s e e n i n 

S w i t z e r l a n d . V e r y o f t e n m y p u p i l s h a d t h e a n s w e r r e a d y w h e n 

t h e last w o r d of t h e q u e s t i o n h a d s c a r c e l y b e e n s p o k e n . Y e t I 

p r e s e n t l y f o u n d o u t s o m e d e f e c t s in t h i s m e t h o d o f t e a c h i n g , o f 

w h i c h I s h a l l s p e a k l a t e r o n . * 

W h e n w e w e r e o u t w a l k i n g t o g e t h e r , I e n d e a v o u r e d t o m y 

u t m o s t to p e n e t r a t e into t h e l i v e s o f the c h i l d r e n , a n d so to i n f l u -

e n c e t h e m f o r good. I l i v e d m y o w n e a r l y l i fe o v e r a g a i n , b u t in 

a h a p p i e r w a y , f o r it n o w l a y c l e a r a n d i n t e l l i g i b l e b e f o r e m e in 

i ts spec ia l a s w e l l a s its g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

A l l m y t h o u g h t s a n d w o r k w e r e n o w d i r e c t e d to t h e s u b j e c t of 

t h e c u l t u r e a n d e d u c a t i o n o f m a n . T h i s p e r i o d o f m y l i fe b e c a m e 

f u l l of z e a l , o f a c t i v e d e v e l o p m e n t , o f a d v a n c i n g c u l t u r e , a n d , i n 

c o n s e q u e n c e , o f h a p p i n e s s . A n d m y l i fe in t h e M o d e ! S c h o o l 

a lso, w i t h m y b o y s a n d w i t h m y e x c e l l e n t c o l l e a g u e s , u n u s u a l l y 

c l e v e r m e n , w a s v e r y e l e v a t i n g a n d e n c o u r a g i n g . 

O w i n g to t h e p o s i t i o n a n d s u r r o u n d i n g s o f t h e s c h o o l b u i l d i n g s , 

w h i c h , t h o u g h n o t a p p a r e n t l y e x t e n s i v e a s s e e n f r o m t h e s t r e e t , 

c o n t a i n e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e c o u r t y a r d a n d a s p a c i o u s g a r d e n , t h e 

s c h o l a r s e n j o y e d p e r f e c t f r e e d o m of e x e r c i s e , a n d c o u l d p l a y j u s t 

a s t h e y l i k e d in c o u r t y a r d o r g a r d e n ; w i t h t h e r e s u l t , m o r e o v e r , 

o f t h e r e b y a f f o r d i n g a m o s t i m p o r t a n t o p p o r t u n i t y to t h e v a r i o u s 

t e a c h e r s o f b e c o m i n g r e a l l y i n t i m a t e w i t h t h e c h a r a c t e r s o f t h e 

b o y s t h e y t a u g h t . A n d t h e r e g r e w u p o u t o f a l l t h i s a v o l u n t a r y 

r e s o l u t i o n o n t h e p a r t o f t h e t e a c h e r s t h a t e v e r y t e a c h e r s h o u l d 

t a k e h i s b o y s f o r a w a l k o n c e a w e e k . E a c h a d o p t e d t h e m e t h o d 

h e l i k e d b e s t ; s o m e p r e f e r r e d to o c c u p y t h e t i m e o f t h e w a l k o v e r 

a p e r m a n e n t s u b j e c t ; o t h e r s p r e f e r r e d l e a v i n g t h e s u b j e c t to c h a n c e . 

I u s u a l l y o c c u p i e d m y c l a s s w i t h b o t a n i s i n g ; a n d a l s o a s geo-

g r a p h i c a l m a s t e r , I t u r n e d t h e s e o c c a s i o n s to p r o f i t b y l e a d i n g o n 

m y b o y s to t h i n k f o r t h e m s e l v e s a n d to a p p r e h e n d t h e r e l a t i o n s o f 

v a r i o u s p a r t s o f t h e e a r t h ' s s u r f a c e : o n t h e s e a n d o t h e r p e r c e p -

t ions g a i n e d in th is w a y I b a s e d m y i n s t r u c t i o n i n p h y s i o g r a p h y , 

m a k i n g t h e m m y p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e . 

T h e t o w n w a s a t o n c e m y s t a r t i n g - p l a c e a n d m y centre . F r o m 

* Like other matters, this, too, has been left undone, as far as the present 
(unfinished) letter is concerned. 

it I e x t e n d e d o u r o b s e r v a t i o n s t o t h e r i g h t a n d to t h e le f t , o n th is 

s i d e a n d o n that . I t o o k t h e r i v e r M a i n a s a b a s e l ine , j u s t a s it 

l a y ; o r I u s e d t h e l ine o f h i l l s or t h e d i s t a n t m o u n t a i n s . I s e t t l e d 

firmly t h e d i rec t ion of t h e f o u r q u a r t e r s o f t h e c o m p a s s . In e v e r y -

t h i n g I f o l l o w e d t h e l e a d i n g o f N a t u r e h e r s e l f , a n d w i t h the data s o 

o b t a i n e d I w o r k e d o u t a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e p l a c e f r o m d i r e c t 

o b s e r v a t i o n , a n d o n a r e d u c e d sca le , i n s o m e l e v e l s p o t o f g r o u n d 

o r s a n d y t ract c a r e f u l l y c h o s e n f o r t h e p u r p o s e . W h e n m y r e p r e -

s e n t a t i o n (or m a p ) w a s t h o r o u g h l y u n d e r s t o o d a n d w e l l i m p r e s s e d 

on e v e r y o n e ' s m i n d , t h e n w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d i t i n s c h o o l o n a 

b l a c k b o a r d p l a c e d h o r i z o n t a l l y . T h e m a p w a s first s k e t c h e d 

b y t e a c h e r s a n d p u p i l s b e t w e e n t h e m , a n d then e a c h p u p i l h a d 

to d o it b y h i m s e l f a s a n e x e r c i s e . T h e s e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f t h e 

e a r t h ' s s u r f a c e o f o u r s h a d a r o u n d c o n t o u r , r e s e m b l i n g t h e 

c i r c u l a r out l ine o f t h e v i s i b l e h o r i z o n . 

A t t h e n e x t p u b l i c e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e school , I w a s f o r t u n a t e 

e n o u g h , a l t h o u g h th is first a t t e m p t w a s fu l l o f i m p e r f e c t i o n s , to 

w i n t h e u n a n i m o u s a p p r o v a l o f t h e p a r e n t s p r e s e n t ; a n d n o t o n l y 

that , b u t the e s p e c i a l c o m m e n d a t i o n of m y s u p e r i o r s . E v e r y o n e 

s a i d , " T h a t is h o w p h y s i o g r a p h y * s h o u l d b e t a u g h t . A b o y m u s t 

first l e a r n al l a b o r t u s h o m e b e f o r e h e g o e s f u r t h e r a f i e l d . " M y 

b o y s w e r e a s w e l l a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e s u r r o u n d i n g s o f t h e t o w n 

a s w i t h t h e i r o w n r o o m s at h o m e ; a n d g a v e r a p i d a n d s t r i k i n g 

a n s w e r s a s to al l t h e n a t u r a l p e c u l i a r i t i e s o f t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d . 

T h i s c o u r s e w a s t h e f o u n t a i n - h e a d of t h e t e a c h i n g m e t h o d w h i c h 

I a f t e r w a r d s t h o r o u g h l y w o r k e d out , a n d w h i c h h a s n o w b e e n in 

u s e f o r m a n y y e a r s . 

In a r i t h m e t i c I did n o t t a k e t h e l o w e r , b u t t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s ; . 

a n d h e r e a l s o m y t e a c h i n g r e c e i v e d c h e e r i n g e n c o m i u m s . 

In d r a w i n g I a l s o taught t h e m i d d l e c lasses . M y m e t h o d i n 

t h i s s u b j e c t w a s to w o r k at t h e t h o r o u g h c o m p r e h e n s i o n a n d t h e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of p l a n e s a n d s o l i d s i n o u t l i n e , r i s i n g f r o m t h e 

s i m p l e s t f o r m s to c o m p l e x c o m b i n a t i o n s . I not o n l y h a d t h e 

g r a t i f i c a t i o n of o b t a i n i n g g o o d resul ts , w h i c h t h o r o u g h l y sat is f ied 

¡hose w h o t e s t e d t h e m , b u t a l s o o f s e e i n g m y p u p i l s w o r k w i t h 

p l e a s u r e , w i t h a r d o u r , a n d w i t h i n d i v i d u a l i t y . 

* Erdkunde. 



In t h e g i r l s ' s c h o o l I had to teach o r t h o g r a p h y * i n o n e o f t h e 

e l e m e n t a r y c lasses . T h i s l esson, o r d i n a r i l y s t a n d i n g b y i tse l f , 

d i s c o n n e c t e d w i t h a n y t h i n g , I b a s e d u p o n c o r r e c t p r o n u n c i a t i o n + 

T h e t e a c h i n g w a s i m p e r f e c t , c e r t a i n l y ; b u t it n e v e r t h e l e s s g a i n e d 

an u n m i s t a k a b l e c h a r m for b o t h t e a c h e r a n d p u p i l s ; a n d , finally 

i ts r e s u l t s w e r e v e r y s a t i s f a c t o r y . ' ' 

In o n e of the o t h e r c l a s s e s o f t h e g i r l s ' s c h o o l I t a u g h t 

p r e p a r a t o r y d r a w i n g . I t o o k t h i s b y c o m b i n a t i o n s o f s i n g l e l i n e s ; 

but t h e m e t h o d w a s w a n t i n g i n a l o g i c a l l y n e c e s s a r y c o n n e c t i o n , ' 

so that it d id n o t s a t i s f y m e . I c a n n o t r e m e m b e r w h e t h e r t h é 

r e s u l t s o f t h i s t e a c h i n g w e r e b r o u g h t to t h e test or not. 

S u c h w a s t h e o u t c o m e o f m y first a t t e m p t s a s a t e a c h e r . T h e 

k ind i n d u l g e n c e and a p p r o v a l g r a n t e d to m e , m o r e b e c a u s e o f m y 

g o o d i n t e n t i o n s a n d t h e fire o f m y z e a l t h a n f o r m y a c t u a l p e r -

f o r m a n c e , s p u r r e d m e o n to p l u n g e d e e p e r into t h e i n q u i r y 

a s to t h e n a t u r e o f t r u e t e a c h i n g . B u t t h e w h o l e s y s t e m of a 

l a r g e s c h o o l m u s t h a v e i ts s e t t l e d f o r m , w i t h i ts p r e v i o u s l y -

a p p o i n t e d t e a c h i n g - c o u r s e a r r a n g e d a s to t i m e s a n d s u b j e c t s ; a n d 

e v e r y t h i n g m u s t fit i n l i k e a p i e c e o f c l o c k w o r k . M y s y s t e m , on 

the o t h e r h a n d , c a l l e d o n l y f o r r e a d y s e n s e s a n d a w a k e n e d i n t e l l e c t . 

S e t f o r m s c o u l d o n l y t o l e r a t e th is v i e w o f e d u c a t i o n so f a r a s it 

s e r v e d to e n l i v e n a n d q u i c k e n t h e m . B u t I h a v e u n f o r t u n a t e l y 

again a n d a g a i n o b s e r v e d d u r i n g m y c a r e e r , that e v e n t h e m o s t 

a c t i v e l i fe , i f i ts a c t i v i t y a n d i ts v i t a l i t y b e not p r o p e r l y u n d e r s t o o d 

a n d u r g e d e v e r o n w a r d , e a s i l y s t i f f e n s into b o n y r i g i d i t y . E n o u g h 

m y m i n d , n o w f u l l y a w a k e n e d , could not s u f f e r t h e s e s e t f o r m s ' 

n e c e s s a r y t h o u g h t h e y w e r e ; a n d I felt t h a t I m u s t s e e k o u t s o m e 

posi t ion in w h i c h m y n a t u r e could u n f o l d i t s e l f f r e e l y a c c o r d -

ing to the n e e d s o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f m y l i fe a n d o f m y 

m i n d . 

T h i s l o n g i n g e n d e a v o u r o f l i fe a n d m i n d , w h i c h c o u l d not 

s u b m i t to t h e f e t t e r s o f e x t e r n a l l imi ta t ions , m a y h a v e b e e n the 

m o r e e x a g g e r a t e d at t h e t i m e b y m y b e c o m i n g a c q u a i n t e d w i t h 

A r n d t ' s " F r a g m e n t s 011 H u m a n C u l t u r e , " + w h i c h I h a d p u r c h a s e d . 

T h i s b o o k sat is f ied at o n c e m y c h a r a c t e r , m y r e s o l v e s , a n d m y 

* Recht schreiben. f Recht sprechen. 
t One of Arndt's pamphlets, then c,uite new. 

a s p i r a t i o n s ; a n d w h a t h i t h e r t o l a y i so lated w i t h i n m e w a s b r o u g h t 

into o r d e r e d c o n n e c t i o n t h r o u g h its p a g e s , w h i l e i d e a s w h i c h 

p o s s e s s e d m e w i t h o u t m y p e r c e i v i n g t h e m took d e f i n i t e f o r m a n d 

e x p r e s s i o n a s t h e b o o k b r o u g h t t h e m t o l i g h t . I n d e e d , I t h o u g h t 

t h e n that A r n d t ' s b o o k w a s t h e b i b l e o f e d u c a t i o n . 

In t h o s e d a y s I s p o k e of m y l i fe a n d m y a i m s in t h e f o l l o w i n g 

w o r d s : " I d e s i r e to e d u c a t e m e n w h o s e f e e t shal l s t a n d o n 

G o d ' s ear th , rooted fast in N a t u r e , w h i l e t h e i r h e a d t o w e r s u p to 

h e a v e n , a n d r e a d s its s e c r e t s w i t h s t e a d y g a z e , w h o s e h e a r t shal l 

e m b r a c e both earth a n d h e a v e n , s h a l l e n j o y t h e l i fe o f e a r t h a n d 

n a t u r e w i t h al l i ts w e a l t h o f f o r m s , a n d at t h e s a m e t i m e shal l 

r e c o g n i s e t h e p u r i t y a n d p e a c e of h e a v e n , that u n i t e s in its l o v e 

G o d ' s e a r t h w i t h G o d ' s h e a v e n . " In t h e s e p h r a s e s I n o w s e e m y 

f o r m e r l i fe a n d a i m s v i v i d l y b r o u g h t b e f o r e m e a s in a p i c t u r e . 

L i t t l e b y l i t t le a d e s i r e g a i n e d s t r e n g t h w i t h i n m e to f r e e 

m y s e l f f r o m m y e n g a g e m e n t at t h e M o d e l S c h o o l , to w h i c h I had 

b o u n d m y s e l f a s t e a c h e r f o r at l e a s t t h r e e y e a r s . T h e h e a d m a s t e r 

( G r u n e r ) , w h o m I h a v e a l r e a d y n a m e d , w a s s u f f i c i e n t l y a s t u d e n t 

o f m e n t o h a v e p e r c e i v e d that so e x c i t a b l e a m a n a s I c o u l d n e v e r 

w o r k h a r m o n i o u s l y in s u c h an i n s t i t u t i o n a s that w h i c h h e 

d i r e c t e d ; so I w a s r e l e a s e d f r o m m y e n g a g e m e n t , u n d e r t h e 

c o n d i t i o n that I s h o u l d p r o v i d e a s u i t a b l e s u c c e s s o r . F a t e w a s 

p r o p i t i o u s to m e o n c e m o r e . I f o u n d a y o u n g p r i v a t e t u t o r w i t h 

w h o m I h a d l o n g b e e n in f r i e n d l y c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , a n d w h o had 

al l t h o s e q u a l i t i e s w h i c h w e r e l a c k i n g in m e . H e w a s n o t o n l y 

t h o r o u g h l y p r o f i c i e n t i n t h e g r a m m a r of h i s m o t h e r t o n g u e 

( G e r m a n ) , b u t a l s o i n t h e g r a m m a r of t h e c l a s s i c a l t o n g u e s ; and, 

if I a m not m i s t a k e n , in F r e n c h a lso. H e h a d a k n o w l e d g e of 

g e o g r a p h y f a r b e y o n d a n y t h i n g I could boast , w a s a c q u a i n t e d w i t h 

h i s t o r y , k n e w a r i t h m e t i c , p o s s e s s e d s o m e f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h botanj ' , 

— m u c h g r e a t e r , i n d e e d , t h a n I s u s p e c t e d . A n d w h a t w a s w o r t h 

m o r e than al l th is , h e w a s f u l l o f v i g o u r in m i n d , hear t , and life. 

T h e r e f o r e the s c h o o l w a s e v e r y w a y t h e g a i n e r b y m y d e p a r t u r e , 

so g r e a t l y t h e g a i n e r i n d e e d , that f r o m t h a t t i m e no f u r t h e r c h a n g e 

h a s b e e n n e c e s s a r y . T h a t s a m e t e a c h e r st i l l l i v e s a n d w o r k s 

in that s a m e p o s t . * 
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B e f o r e I begin a n e w chapter of m y career , there are y e t a f e w 

th ings w h i c h need ment ion. 

T o k n o w F r e n c h w a s at that t i m e t h e order o f the d a y , and not 

to k n o w it s tamped a m a n at o n c e as o f a v e r y l o w d e g r e e 

of cul ture . T o acquire a k n o w l e d g e of F r e n c h , therefore , b e c a m e 

one o f m y chief a ims at the moment . It w a s m y good for tune 

to obtain instruction f r o m an unr iva l led teacher of F r e n c h , M. 

P e r r a u l t , a F r e n c h m a n b y birth, w h o stil l , e v e n though an old 

m a n , d i l igent ly w o r k e d at t h e s t u d y o f h i s mother tongue, and 

w h o at the s a m e t ime w r o t e and s p o k e G e r m a n w i t h e legance . 

I p u r s u e d the s t u d y w i t h ardour, taking t w o lessons a day , 

b e c a u s e I des ired to reach a certain prof ic iency b y a g i v e n t ime. 

S l o w , h o w e v e r , w e r e m y steps, for I w a s far f r o m h a v i n g a 

suff icient k n o w l e d g e of m y o w n tongue w h e r e o n to bui ld a br idge 

that m i g h t carry m e into F r e n c h . I n e v e r could p r o p e r l y acquire 

w h a t I did not f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d in s u c h a w a y that it had a 

l i v i n g m e a n i n g for m e ; and so f r o m all the g e n u i n e z e a l and 

cons iderable cost w h i c h I spent o v e r this s t u d y I ga ined b y no 

m e a n s a corresponding r e s u l t ; but I did learn a good deal , m u c h 

m o r e e v e n than I then k n e w h o w to turn to account. M y teacher 

cast o n one side all the usual g r a m m a t i c a l di f f icult ies of F r e n c h 

s t u d y , h e a i m e d at i m p a r t i n g t h e language as a l i v i n g thing. B u t 

I wi th m y ignorance of l a n g u a g e could not c o m p l e t e l y fo l low this 

f ree method of t e a c h i n g ; and yet , n e v e r t h e l e s s , I fe l t that the 

teacher had f u l l y grasped the m e a n i n g and the method o f his 

w o r k , and I a l w a y s e n j o y e d t h e lessons on this account. H e w a s 

e s p e c i a l l y success fu l in accustoming m y e a r to the F r e n c h 

pronunciat ion, a l w a y s separat ing and r e d u c i n g it to its s i m p l e 

sounds and tones, and n e v e r m e r e l y s a y i n g " this i s p r o n o u n c e d 

l ike the G e r m a n p, or b, or a , or o," etc. T h e best th ing r e s u l t i n g 

f r o m this course of s t u d y w a s t h e c o m p l e t e e x p o s u r e o f m y 

ignorance o f G e r m a n g r a m m a r . I m u s t do m y s e l f the just ice 

to say that I had g i v e n m y s e l f e x t r a o r d i n a r y t rouble o v e r the 

w o r k s o f the most ce lebrated G e r m a n g r a m m a r i a n s , t r y i n g to 

br ing l i fe and interconnection or e v e n a logical c o n s e q u e n c e into 

G e r m a n g r a m m a r ; but I o n l y confused m y s e l f the w o r s e t h e r e b y . 

O n e m a n said one thing, another quite the r e v e r s e ; and not one 

of al l of them, as far as T could see, had e d u c e d h i s theor ies from 

the life and nature o f the speech itself. I turned a w a y a second 

t ime, quite disheartened, f r o m the G e r m a n g r a m m a r i a n s , and 

once m o r e took m y o w n road. B u t unfortunate ly the dry f o r m s 

of g r a m m a r had, quite against m y o w n wi l l , s tuck l ike scales o v e r 

m y e y e s , d i m m i n g m y p e r c e p t i o n s ; I could find n o m e a n s to rid 

m y s e l f of t h e m , and t h e y w r o u g h t fatal ly upon m e n o w and l o n g 

a f t e r w a r d s . T h e m o r e t h o r o u g h l y I k n e w t h e m the more t h e y 

st i f fened and crushed me. 

M y d e p a r t u r e f r o m the school w a s n o w a r r a n g e d , and I c o u l d 

let m y mind p u r s u e its d e v e l o p m e n t free and unshackled. A s 

heretofore, so n o w also, m y k i n d l y fate c a m e lov ing ly to 

m y he lp : I can n e v e r speak of it wi th suff ic ient thankiulness . 

T h e three lads to w h o m I had hitherto g i v e n p r i v a t e instruct ion 

in ari thmetic and language n o w needed a tutor, a s their f o r m e r 

tutor w a s l e a v i n g t h e m . T h e confidential c h a r g e w a s laid u p o n 

me, because I of al l men best k n e w their nature and its needs , 

of seeking out s o m e fit teacher and educator for them f r o m 

a m o n g s t m y acquaintance. A s for m y s e l f this tutor bus iness lay 

far f r o m m y o w n thoughts, and I therefore looked round m e in 

e v e r y direction, and w i t h all earnestness , for s o m e one else. 

A m o n g s t others I a p p l i e d to m y eldest brother, te l l ing h i m m y 

v i e w s as to the n e c e s s a r y r e q u i r e m e n t s of a true educator. 

M y brother w r o t e back v e r y dec idedly and s i m p l y , that h e 

could not p r o p o s e a n y one to m e a s a teacher and educator w h o 

would fulfi l the requirements I had set forth, and further, h e did 

not think I should e v e r b e ab le to find such a person ; for i f one 

should be found possess ing a m p l e k n o w l e d g e and e x p e r i e n c e of 

l ife in its external aspects , h e w o u l d be deficient in a v i g o r o u s 

inner life of his o w n , and in the p o w e r to recognise and foster 

it in h i m s e l f and his p u p i l s ; and, on the other hand, another man 

w h o might h a v e this p o w e r w o u l d be deficient in the first-named 

(practical) qualit ies. I reported the result of m y labours. It caused 

m u c h d isappointment , indeed it could not b e o therwise , b e c a u s e 

the w e l f a r e o f the chi ldren w a s rea l ly sought, in al l l o v e and truth, 

and the highest and best obtainable at that d a y w a s desired on 

their behalf. T h e f a m i l y did not v e n t u r e to p r e s s the post u p o n 

m e personal ly , k n o w i n g m y l o v e of f reedom and independence . 

S o stood m a t t e r s for s e v e r a l months . A t last, moved b y m y 
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earnest affection for t h e lads, and b y m y care to d e s e r v e t h e 

conf idence w i t h w h i c h t h e i r m o t h e r h a d entrusted to m y h a n d s 

the provis ion for their educat ion, I e n d e a v o u r e d to look at th ings 

f r o m the point o f v i e w o f t h e i r parents . T h i s brought m e at last 

to the d e t e r m i n a t i o n to b e c o m e m y s e l f t h e educator and teacher 

of the lads. A f t e r a h a r d s t r u g g l e w i t h m y s e l f , t h e hardest and 

most e x h a u s t i n g I had u n d e r g o n e for a long t ime, I made k n o w n 

m y decision. It w a s t h a n k f u l l y r e c e i v e d , and understood qui te 

in the spirit w h i c h had a c t u a t e d m e in f o r m i n g it. 

I c o m m u n i c a t e d m y d e c i s i o n to G r u n e r , w i t h w h o m I still k e p t 

in the fr iendl iest re la t ion. H e looked at m e w i t h d o w n r i g h t 

astonishment, and said, " Y o u wi l l lose al l h o p e s of the posi t ion 

y o u h a v e so long sought a n d w a i t e d for ." I repl ied that I should 

protect m y s e l f as to m y p o s i t i o n and m y relat ions w i t h others b y 

a v e r y def inite w r i t t e n contract . T o w h i c h the man of e x p e r i e n c e 

retorted, " C e r t a i n l y , a n d e v e r y t h i n g w i l l be p u n c t u a l l y ful f i l led, 

so that y o u c a n n o t s a y t h a t a n y one condit ion of al l those y o u 

stood out so firmly for h a s fai led to be o b s e r v e d ; n e v e r t h e l e s s 

y o u w i l l find y o u w i l l l o s e o n al l po ints . " S o s p a k e e x p e r i e n c e d 

s h r e w d n e s s , and w h a t h a d I to set against it ? I spoke of t h e 

educational necessi t ies a n d w a n t s of these chi ldren. " G o o d , " 

said he, " t h e n y o u w i l l l e a v e y o u r o w n educational necess i t ies 

and y o u r o w n w a n t s out o f t h e quest ion ? " H o w it mortified 

me, that w o r l d l y w i s d o m s h o u l d b e ab le to speak thus, and that 

I w a s u n a b l e to c o n t r o v e r t i t ! W e talked no m o r e about t h e 

matter. 

A n d k e e n as w a s t h e internal confl ict o v e r this decision and 

this r e s o l v e o f mine , e q u a l l y k e e n w a s the e x t e r n a l contest w h i c h 

I had to w a g e in enter ing o n m y n e w post. 

T h e r e w e r e , n a m e l y , t w o i m m u t a b l e condit ions in our a g r e e -

ment. O n e w a s that I s h o u l d n e v e r b e c o m p e l l e d to l i v e in 

t o w n w i t h m y pupi ls , a n d that w h e n I b e g a n m y duties m y 

pupi ls should be h a n d e d o v e r e n t i r e l y to m y care, w i t h o u t a n y 

restriction ; that t h e y s h o u l d fo l low m e into the country , and there 

f o r m a restr icted and p e r f e c t l y isolated circle, and that w h e n t h e y 

returned to t o w n l i fe m y d u t i e s as p r e c e p t o r should b e at an end. 

T h e t i m e for b e g i n n i n g m y n e w c a r e e r d r e w nigh. A s the 

stipulated d w e l l i n g for m y s e l f and m y p u p i l s w a s not y e t r e a d y , 

I w a s e x p e c t e d to take u p m y abode, for a f e w d a y s , w i t h m y 

pupi l s in their t o w n house. B u t I felt that it w a s c lear that the least 

w a n t of firmness at the outset w o u l d e n d a n g e r m y w h o l e educa-

tional plan ; therefore , I stood firm, and indeed ga ined m y point, 

though at the pr ice of be ing called headstrong, se l f -wi l led, and 

s tubborn. T h a t m y assumption of m y post w a s attended w i t h a 

s h a r p contest w a s a v e r y good and w h o l e s o m e discipl ine for me. 

It w a s the fitting inaugurat ion o f a position and a s p h e r e of w o r k 

w h i c h w a s henceforth to b e attended, for m e , w i t h p e r p e t u a l and 

never-ending str i fe . 

B u t as to this f a m i l y and al l its m e m b e r s , m y earnest unbend-

ing m a i n t e n a n c e of m y r e s o l v e had a most w h o l e s o m e effect upon 

them, e v e n to w i n n i n g in t h e end their c o m p r e h e n s i o n and 

approva l , though this w a s later and long after 1 had quitted t h e 

situation. It w a s ten or e l e v e n y e a r s a f t e r w a r d s — t h a t is, four 

or five y e a r s a f ter m y d e p a r t u r e — t h a t the m o t h e r of these lads 

e x p r e s s e d her ent ire a p p r o v a l of t h e adamant ine p e r s e v e r a n c e I 

had exhibi ted in m y convict ions. 

I entered m y n e w s p h e r e of educational w o r k in J u l y 1807. I 

w a s t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s old, a s far a s y e a r s w e n t , but y o u n g e r b y 

s e v e r a l y e a r s in regard to the d e v e l o p m e n t of m y character . I 

neither felt m y s e l f so old a s I w a s , nor indeed had I a n y con-

ception or realisation of m y age. I w a s o n l y conscious o f the 

strength and s t r i v i n g o f m y life, the extent of m y menta l cul ture , 

the c i r c u m s t a n c e s of m y e x p e r i e n c e in t h e w o r l d , and espec ia l ly 

o f — w h a t shall I call it ? — t h e shi f t lessness and u n d e v e l o p e d 

state of m y culture as far as its he lp lessness w i t h t h e e x t e r n a l 

w o r l d w a s concerned, of m y ignorance o f l ife both as to w h a t it 

rea l ly w a s , and h o w it s h o w e d in its outer aspect. T h e state o f 

m y cu l ture w a s s u c h as o n l y to s e r v e to p l u n g e m e into conflict , 

through the contradict ion and opposition in w h i c h I found m y s e l t 

h e n c e f o r w a r d wi th all e x i s t i n g m e t h o d s ; and consequent ly t h e 

w h o l e per iod of m y tutorial career w a s one continual contest. 

It w a s a s a l u t a r y thing for m e that this w a s m y appointed lot 

f r o m the v e r y beginning. N o w and later on I w a s therefore a b l e 

to s a y to m y s e l f b y w a y of consolation and e n c o u r a g e m e n t : " Y o u 

k n e w beforehand j u s t h o w it w o u l d b e . " Stil l , unpleasantness 

se ldom arr ives in e x a c t l y the m a n n e r expected , and the unex-

\ 
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p e c t e d i s a l w a y s t h e h a r d e s t to b e a r . T h u s it w a s w i t h m e in 

th is c a s e ; m y s i tuat ion s e e m e d to conta in i n s u r m o u n t a b l e d i f f i cu l -

t ies. I s o u g h t t h e b a s i s f o r t h e m in i m p e r f e c t c u l t u r e ; a n d t h e 

c a u s e o f t h e d isconnected n a t u r e o f the c u l t u r e I h a d b e e n a b l e to 

at ta in, lay , so I p e r c e i v e d , i n t h e i n t e r r u p t i o n s w h i c h m a r r e d m y 

u n i v e r s i t y c a r e e r . E d u c a t o r a n d t e a c h e r , h o w e v e r , I h a d d e -

t e r m i n e d to b e c o m e a n d to r e m a i n ; a n d a s far a s I c o u l d k n o w 

m y o w n f e e l i n g s a n d m y o w n p o w e r s , I m u s t a n d w o u l d w o r k 

o u t m y p r o f e s s i o n in an i n d e p e n d e n t f r e e f a s h i o n of m y o w n , 

f o u n d e d on t h e v i e w of m a n a n d h i s n a t u r e a n d r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

w h i c h h a d n o w b e g u n to d a w n u p o n m e . Y e t e v e r y m a n f i n d s it 

a b o v e al l t h i n g s di f f icul t to u n d e r s t a n d h i m s e l f , a n d e s p e c i a l l y 

h a r d w a s it in m y o w n c a s e . I b e g a n to t h i n k t h a t I m u s t look 

f o r h e l p o u t s i d e m y s e l f , a n d s e e k to a c q u i r e f r o m o t h e r s t h e 

k n o w l e d g e a n d e x p e r i e n c e I n e e d e d . 

A n d t h u s t h e r e c a m e to m e o n c e a g a i n t h e i d e a o f fitting m y s e l f 

b y c o n t i n u i n g m y u n i v e r s i t y s t u d i e s to b e c o m e f o u n d e r , p r i n c i p a l , 

a n d m a n a g e r o f an e d u c a t i o n a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f m y o w n . B u t 

t h e fact w a s to b e c o n s i d e r e d t h a t I h a d t u r n e d a w a y f r o m t h e 

e d u c a t i o n a l path on w h i c h I h a d e n t e r e d . N o w , w h e n t h e i m -

p e r f e c t i o n of m y t r a i n i n g p r e s s e d i t se l f u p o n m e , I not o n l y s o u g h t 

h e l p f r o m N a t u r e a s o f old, that school a l lo t ted to m e b y fate , b u t 

I t u r n e d also f o r a s s i s t a n c e to m y f e l l o w - m e n w h o h a d d i v i d e d 

o u t t h e w h o l e field o f e d u c a t i o n a n d t e a c h i n g into s e p a r a t e d e p a r t -

m e n t s o f sc ience, a n d h a d a d d e d to t h e s e t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f a r ich 

l i terature . T h i s n e e d o f h e l p s o t r o u b l e d a n d o p p r e s s e d m e , a n d 

t h r e w m y w h o l e n a t u r e into s u c h c o n f u s i o n , that I r e s o l v e d , a s 

s o o n a s m i g h t be, o n c e m o r e to p r o c e e d to o n e of t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s , 

a n d n e c e s s a r i l y , t h e r e f o r e , to r e l i n q u i s h as s p e e d i l y a s p o s s i b l e 

m y o c c u p a t i o n a s an e d u c a t o r . 

A s 1 a l w a y s d i s c u s s e d e v e r y t h i n g i m p o r t a n t w i t h m y b r o t h e r , 

I w r o t e to h i m on t h i s occasion a s u s u a l , t e l l i n g h i m of m y p l a n s a n d 

o f m y r e s o l v e . B u t f o r t h i s t i m e , at l e a s t , m y n a t u r e w a s a b l e 

to w o r k out its d i f f i c u l t y w i t h o u t h i s h e l p . I s o o n c a m e to s e e 

that I h a d fa i led to a p p r e c i a t e m y p o s i t i o n , a n d h a d m i s u n d e r -

s tood m y s e l f ; and, t h e r e f o r e , b e f o r e I had t i m e to get an a n s w e r 

f r o m m y b r o t h e r to m y first l e t t e r I w r o t e to h i m again , t e l l i n g 

h i m that m y u n i v e r s i t y p l a n s h a d b e e n g i v e n u p , a n d t h a t m y 
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fixed r e s o l v e n o w w a s t o r e m a i n at m y post . H e r e j o i c e d d o u b l y 

at m y dec is ion, b e c a u s e th is t i m e h e w o u l d h a v e b e e n u n a b l e to 

a g r e e w i t h m e . * 

N o s o o n e r h a d I firmly c o m e to m y d e c i s i o n t h a n I b e g a n to 

a p p l y m y t h o u g h t s v i g o r o u s l y to t h e s u b j e c t s o f e d u c a t i o n a n d 

instruct ion. T h e first t h i n g that a b s o r b e d m e w a s t h e c l e a r con 

v i c t i o n that t o e d u c a t e p r o p e r l y o n e m u s t s h a r e the l i fe o f o n e ' s 

p u p i l . T h e n c a m e t h e q u e s t i o n s , " W h a t i s e l e m e n t a r y e d u c a -

t ion ? a n d o f w h a t v a l u e a r e t h e e d u c a t i o n a l m e t h o d s a d v o c a t e d 

b y P e s t a l o z z i ? A b o v e a l l , w h a t i s t h e p u r p o s e o f e d u c a t i o n ? " 

In a n s w e r i n g t h e q u e s t i o n , " W h a t is t h e p u r p o s e o f e d u c a -

t ion ? " I r e l i e d at t h a t t i m e u p o n t h e f o l l o w i n g o b s e r v a t i o n s : 

M a n l i v e s i n a w o r l d o f o b j e c t s , w h i c h i n f l u e n c e h i m , a n d w h i c h 

h e d e s i r e s t o i n f l u e n c e ; t h e r e f o r e h e o u g h t to k n o w t h e s e o b j e c t s 

i n the ir n a t u r e , in the ir c o n d i t i o n s , a n d i n t h e i r r e l a t i o n s w i t h 

e a c h o t h e r a n d w i t h m a n k i n d . O b j e c t s h a v e f o r m , m e a s u r e m e n t , 

a n d n u m b e r . 

B y t h e e x p r e s s i o n , " t h e e x t e r n a l w o r l d , " a t th is t i m e I m e a n t 

o n l y N a t u r e ; m y l i fe w a s so b o u n d u p i n n a t u r a l o b j e c t s that I 

a l t o g e t h e r p a s s e d b y t h e p r o d u c t i o n s o f m a n ' s ar t o r m a n u f a c t u r e . 

T h e r e f o r e for a l o n g t i m e it w a s an e f fort to m e to r e g a r d m a n ' s 

h a n d i w o r k , w i t h P e s t a l o z z i ' s s c h o l a r s , T o b l e r a n d H o p f , a s a 

p r o p e r s u b j e c t f o r e l e m e n t a r y c u l t u r e , a n d it b r o a d e n e d m y 

i n w a r d a n d o u t w a r d g l a n c e c o n s i d e r a b l y w h e n I w a s a b l e to l o o k 

u p o n t h e w o r l d o f t h e w o r k s o f m a n a s a l s o p a r t o f the " e x t e r n a l 

w o r l d . " In t h i s w a y I s o u g h t , to t h e e x t e n t o f s u c h p o w e r s a s 

I c o n s c i o u s l y p o s s e s s e d at that t i m e , to m a k e c l e a r t h e m e a n i n g 

of al l t h i n g s t h r o u g h m a n , h i s r e l a t i o n s w i t h h i m s e l f , a n d w i t h 

t h e e x t e r n a l w o r l d . 

T h e m o s t p r e g n a n t t h o u g h t w h i c h a r o s e i n m e at t h i s p e r i o d 

w a s t h i s : A l l i s u n i t y , a l l r e s t s in u n i t y , al l s p r i n g s f r o m u n i t y , 

s t r i v e s f o r a n d l e a d s u p to u n i t y , a n d r e t u r n s to u n i t y at last . 

T h i s s t r i v i n g in u n i t y a n d a f t e r u n i t y i s t h e c a u s e o f t h e s e v e r a l 

a s p e c t s o f h u m a n life. B u t b e t w e e n m y i n n e r v i s i o n a n d m y 

o u t e r p e r c e p t i o n , p r e s e n t a t i o n , a n d a c t i o n w a s a g r e a t g u l f fixed. 

He would have refused to countenance Froebel's throwing up his engage-

ment. 



T h e r e f o r e it s e e m e d to m e t h a t e v e r y t h i n g w h i c h s h o u l d or c o u l d 

b e r e q u i r e d for h u m a n e d u c a t i o n a n d i n s t r u c t i o n m u s t b e 

n e c e s s a r i l y c o n d i t i o n e d a n d g i v e n , b y v i r t u e o f t h e v e r y n a t u r e 

o f the n e c e s s a r y c o u r s e o f h i s d e v e l o p m e n t , in m a n ' s o w n b e i n g , 

a n d in t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s a m i d s t w h i c h h e i s set . A m a n , it 

s e e m e d to m e , w o u l d be w e l l e d u c a t e d , w h e n h e h a d b e e n t r a i n e d 

t o c a r e f o r t h e s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s a n d t o a c k n o w l e d g e t h e m , t o m a s t e r 

t h e m and to s u r v e y t h e m . 

I w o i k e d h a r d , s e v e r e l y h a r d , d u r i n g th is p e r i o d , b u t b o t h t h e 

m e t h o d s a n d t h e a i m s o f e d u c a t i o n c a m e b e f o r e m e in s u c h an 

i n c o h e r e n t h e a p , so s p l i t u p into l i t t le f r a g m e n t s , a n d so e n t i r e l y 

w i t h o u t anj^ k i n d o f o r d e r , t h a t d u r i n g s e v e r a l y e a r s I did not 

m a k e m u c h p r o g r e s s t o w a r d s m y c o n s t a n t p u r p o s e o f b r i n g i n g 

al l e d u c a t i o n a l m e t h o d s into a n o r d e r l y s e q u e n c e a n d a l i v i n g 

u n i t y . A s m y h a b i t u a l a n d t h e r e f o r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c e x p r e s s i o n 

of m y d e s i r e s then ran, I l o n g e d to s e e , to k n o w , a n d to s h o w 

forth, al l t h i n g s in i n t e r - c o n n e c t i o n . 

F o r m y g o o d f o r t u n e , h o w e v e r , t h e r e c a m e out a b o u t that t i m e 

c e r t a i n e d u c a t i o n a l w r i t i n g s b y S e i l e r , * J e a n P a u l , J a n d o t h e r s . 

T h e y s u p p o r t e d a n d e l e v a t e d m e , s o m e t i m e s b y t h e i r c o n c u r r e n c e 

w i t h m y o w n v i e w s , e x p r e s s e d a b o v e , s o m e t i m e s b y t h e v e r y 

c o n t r a r y . 

T h e P e s t a l o z z i a n m e t h o d I k n e w , it i s t r u e , in i ts m a i n 

p r i n c i p l e s , b u t not a s a l i v i n g f o r c e , s a t i s f y i n g t h e n e e d s o f m a n . 

W h a t e s p e c i a l l y l a y h e a v y u p o n m e a t t h i s t i m e , h o w e v e r , pain-

f u l l y felt b j ' m y s e l f t h o u g h not a p p a r e n t to m y p u p i l s , w a s t h e 

utter a b s e n c e o f a n y o r g a n i s e d c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e s u b j e c t s 

o f e d u c a t i o n . J o y f u l a n d u n f e t t e r e d w o r k s p r i n g s f r o m t h e con-

cept ion of al l t h i n g s a s o n e w h o l e , a n d f o r m s a l i fe a n d a l i f e w o r k 

* Georg Friedrich Seiler (1733-1807), a Bavarian by birth, became a highly-

esteemed clergyman in Coburg. H e wrote on religious and moral subjects, 

and those amongst the list of his works, the most likely to be alluded to by 

Froebel, are " A Bible for Teachers." "Methods of Religious Teaching for 

Schools," " Religious Culture for the Young," etc. 

f Jean Paul Friedrich Richter (1763-1825). N o doubt the celebrated 

" Levana," Richter's educational masterpiece, which was published in this 

same year, 1807, is here alluded to. 

i n h a r m o n y w i t h t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n of t h e u n i v e r s e a n d r e s t i n g 

f i r m l y u p o n it. 

T h a t th is w a s t h e t r u e e d u c a t i o n I s o o n fe l t f e r v e n t l y con-

v i n c e d , a n d so m y f i rs t e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k c o n s i s t e d m e r e l y in 

b e i n g w i t h m y p u p i l s a n d i n f l u e n c i n g t h e m b y t h e p o w e r o f m y 

l ite a n d w o r k ; m o r e t h a n th is I w a s not a t al l i n a p o s i t i o n to 

g i v e . 

O h , w h y is it t h a t m a n k n o w s so i l l a n d p r i z e s s o l i t t le the 

b l e s s i n g s t h a t h e p o s s e s s e s f o r t h e first t i m e ? 

W h e n I n o w s e e k to m a k e m y s e l f c l e a r a s to t h e p r o p e r l i fe 

a n d w o r k o f a n e d u c a t o r , m y n o t e s o f that t i m e r i s e f r e s h a n d 

fa i r to m e e t m e . I l o o k b a c k f r o m n o w into t h a t c h i l d h o o d of m y 

t e a c h e r ' s l ife, a n d l e a r n f r o m i t ; j u s t a s I look b a c k into t h e 

c h i l d h o o d o f m y m a n ' s l i fe , a n d s u r v e y that , a n d l e a r n f r o m that , 

too. W h y i s a l l c h i l d h o o d a n d y o u t h s o f u l l o f w e a l t h a n d so 

u n c o n s c i o u s o f it, a n d w h y d o e s it l o s e it w i t h o u t k n o w i n g it o n l y 

to l e a r n w h a t it p o s s e s s e d w h e n it i s f o r e v e r lost ? O u g h t th is 

a l w a y s to b e so ? O u g h t it to b e so f o r e v e r y chi ld , f o r e v e r y 

y o u t h ? W i l l not a t i m e c o m e at last , c o m e p e r h a p s soon, w h e n 

t h e e x p e r i e n c e , t h e i n s i g h t , t h e k n o w l e d g e of a g e , a n d w i s d o m 

h e r s e l f , shal l b u i l d u p a d e f e n c e , a s h e l t e r , a p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e 

c h i l d h o o d of y o u t h ? O f w h a t u s e to m a n k i n d i s t h e o ld m a n ' s 

e x p e r i e n c e a n d t h e g r e y b e a r d ' s w i s d o m w h e n t h e y s i n k into t h e 

g r a v e w i t h t h e i r p o s s e s s o r s ? 

A t first m y l i fe a n d m y w o r k w i t h m y p u p i l s w a s c o n f i n e d 

w i t h i n n a r r o w l imits . It c o n s i s t e d i n m e r e l y l i v i n g , l o u n g i n g , a n d 

s t r o l l i n g in t h e o p e n a i r , a n d g o i n g f o r w a l k s . A l t h o u g h I w a s dis-

g u s t e d w i t h t h e m e t h o d s o f t o w n e d u c a t i o n , I d id n o t y e t v e n t u r e 

to c o n v e r t l i fe a m i d s t N a t u r e into a n e d u c a t i o n a l c o u r s e . T h a t 

w a s t a u g h t m e b y m y y o u n g p u p i l s t h e m s e l v e s ; a n d a s f r o m the 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f m y o w n c u l t u r e I e a g e r l y f o s t e r e d to m y u t m o s t 

e v e r y b u d d i n g s e n s e f o r N a t u r e that s h o w e d i tse l f , t h e r e soon 

d e v e l o p e d a m o n g s t t h e m a l i f e - e n c o m p a s s i n g , l i f e - g i v i n g , a n d life-

r a i s i n g e n j o y m e n t o f n a t u r a l o b j e c t s . In t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r * th is 

w a y of l i fe w a s f u r t h e r e n h a n c e d b y t h e f a t h e r g i v i n g h i s s o n s a 

p i e c e o f m e a d o w l a n d f o r a g a r d e n , at t h e c u l t i v a t i o n o f w h i c h w e 

* 1808. 



a c c o r d i n g l y w o r k e d in c o m m o n . T h e g r e a t e s t d e l i g h t o f m y 

p u p i l s w a s to m a k e litt le p r e s e n t s o f t h e p r o d u c e o f t h e i r g a r d e n 

to t h e i r p a r e n t s a n d a l s o to m e . H o w t h e i r e y e s w o u l d g l e a m 

w i t h p l e a s u r e w h e n t h e y w e r e f o r t u n a t e e n o u g h to b e a b l e to 

a c c o m p l i s h this . P r e t t y p l a n t s a n d l i t t le s h r u b s f r o m t h e fields, 

t h e g r e a t g a r d e n of G o d , w e r e t r a n s p l a n t e d b y u s to t h e 

c h i l d r e n ' s g a r d e n s , a n d t h e r e c a r e f u l l y t e n d e d . G r e a t w a s t h e j o y , 

e s p e c i a l l y o f t h e t w o y o u n g e r o n e s , w h e n s u c h a colonist f r a n k l y 

e n r o l l e d h i m s e l f a m o n g s t t h e c i t i z e n s o f t h e state. F r o m th is 

t i m e forth m y o w n c h i l d h o o d n o l o n g e r s e e m e d w a s t e d . I 

a c k n o w l e d g e d h o w e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t a t h i n g is t h e c u l t i v a t i o n of 

p l a n t s , to o n e w h o h a s w a t c h e d t h e m a n d s t u d i e d t h e m in al l the 

s t a g e s o f the i r o w n f r e e d e v e l o p m e n t , f r o m w h a t it i s to o n e w h o 

h a s a l w a y s s tood a l o o f f r o m N a t u r e . 

A n d h e r e a l r e a d y , l i v i n g c h e e r f u l l y a n d j o y f u l l y i n t h e b o s o m 

o f N a t u r e w i t h m y first p u p i l s , I b e g a n to tel l m y s e l f that t h e t r a i n -

i n g o f n a t u r a l l i fe w a s c l o s e l y a k i n t o t h e t r a i n i n g o f h u m a n l i fe . 

F o r did n o t t h o s e g i f t s o f f l o w e r s a n d p l a n t s e x p r e s s a p p r e c i a t i o n 

a n d a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f t h e l o v e o f p a r e n t s a n d t e a c h e r ? W e r e t h e y 

n o t t h e o u t c o m e of t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c l o v i n g n e s s a n d t h e e n t h u s i a s -

tic t h a n k f u l n e s s o f c h i l d h o o d ? A chi ld that o f i ts o w n accord a n d 

o f i ts o w n f r e e w i l l s e e k s o u t f l o w e r s , c a r e s f o r t h e m , and p r o t e c t s 

t h e m , so t h a t i n d u e t i m e h e c a n w e a v e a g a r l a n d or m a k e a 

n o s e g a y w i t h t h e m f o r h i s p a r e n t s or h i s t e a c h e r , can n e v e r 

b e c o m e a bad c h i l d , a w i c k e d m a n . S u c h a chi ld can e a s i l y b e 

l e d t o w a r d s l o v e , t o w a r d s t h a n k f u l n e s s , t o w a r d s r e c o g n i t i o n of 

t h e f a t h e r l i n e s s o f G o d , w h o g i v e s h i m t h e s e g i f t s and p e r m i t s 

t h e m to g r o w t h a t h e , a s a c h e e r f u l g i v e r in h i s t u r n , m a y g l a d d e n 

w i t h t h e m t h e h e a r t s o f h i s p a r e n t s . 

T h a t t i m e of confl ict c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n it a n e l e m e n t o f s p e c i a l 

a n d p e c u l i a r m e a n i n g to m y s e l f . It b r o u g h t b e f o r e m e m y p a s t 

l i fe in i ts m a n y v a r i o u s s t a g e s o f d e v e l o p m e n t ; a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e 

c h i e f e v e n t s w h i c h h a d f o r m e d a n d i n f l u e n c e d it, w i t h t h e i r 

c a u s e s a n d t h e i r ef fects . A n d it a l w a y s s e e m e d to m e of p a r t i c u l a r 

i m p o r t a n c e t o g o b a c k u p o n t h e v e r y e a r l i e s t o c c u r r e n c e s in m y 

l i fe . B u t o f t h e actual m a t t e r s of fact o f m y e a r l i e s t y e a r s v e r y 

f e w t r a c e s n o w r e m a i n e d ; f o r m y m o t h e r , w h o could h a v e k e p t 

t h e m in h e r m e m o r y f o r m e , a n d f r o m w h o m I could n o w h a v e 

l e a r n t t h e m , h a d d i e d e v e n b e f o r e m y l i fe h a d r e a l l y a w a k e n e d . 

A m o n g s t t h e f e w r e l i c s r e m a i n i n g t o m e w a s a w r i t t e n a d d r e s s 

f r o m m y g o d m o t h e r ( t h e so-cal led B a p t i s m a l L e t t e r ) , w h i c h s h e h a d 

s e n t m e i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r m y b a p t i s m , a c c o r d i n g to t h e T h u r i n g i a n 

c u s t o m of the t i m e , a s a s o r t o f p o r t i o n o r d o w r y f o r m y e n t r a n c e 

into l ife. It h a d c o m e into m y p o s s e s s i o n a f t e r t h e d e a t h of 

m y father. T h i s le t ter , o f a s i m p l e , C h r i s t i a n , t e n d e r l y r e l i g i o u s , 

w o m a n l y soul , e x p r e s s e d in p l a i n a n d a f f e c t i n g t e r m s t h e t r u e r e -

lat ion of t h e y o u n g C h r i s t i a n t o t h a t to w h i c h b y h i s b a p t i s m h e 

h a d b e c o m e b o u n d . T h r o u g h t h e s e w o r d s t h e i n n e r l i fe o f b o t h 

m i n d a n d soul , o f m y b o y h o o d a n d of m y y o u t h , w a s b r o u g h t 

b e f o r e m e w i t h a l l i t s p e a c e a n d b l e s s e d n e s s ; a n d I c o u l d n o t 

h e l p s e e i n g h o w m u c h that I t h e n l o n g e d f o r h a d s i n c e c o m e to 

p a s s . M y soul , u p o n t h i s t h o u g h t , r e g a i n e d t h a t o r i g i n a l i n s p i r i t -

ing, e n l i g h t e n i n g , a n d q u i c k e n i n g u n i t y o f w h i c h I s tood so m u c h 

in n e e d . B u t at the s a m e t i m e a l l t h e r e s o l u t i o n s o f m y b o y h o o d 

a n d y o u t h a l s o r u s h e d b a c k u p o n m e , a n d m a d e it m a n i f e s t h o w 

m u c h m o r e h a d y e t to h a p p e n b e f o r e t h e y , too, w e r e a c c o m p l i s h e d ; 

a n d w i t h t h e m t h e y b r o u g h t t h e m e m o r y of t h o s e t y p e s a n d i d e a l s 

w i t h w h i c h t h e f e e b l e b o y i s h i m a g i n a t i o n h a d s o u g h t to s t r e n g t h e n 

i tse l f . B u t m y l i fe h a d b e e n far t o o m u c h a n i n w a r d a n d s t r i c t l y 

p e r s o n a l l i fe t o h a v e b e e n a b l e , or e v e n t o h a v e d a r e d to s t a n d 

forth in a n y o u t w a r d l y d e f i n i t e f o r m , o r to t a k e a n y fixed re lat ion 

to o t h e r l i v e s , e x c e p t i n m a t t e r s o f f e e l i n g a n d i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

I n d e e d t h e p o w e r o f m a n i f e s t i n g m y s e l f p r o p e r l y w a s a v e r y 

late a c c o m p l i s h m e n t w i t h m e , a n d w a s , in fact , n o t g a i n e d unt i l 

l o n g a f t e r t h e r e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f m y p r e s e n t e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k . * 

I c a n n o t n o w r e m e m b e r , d u r i n g a l l the t i m e of t h i s e d u c a t i o n a l 

w o r k , that m y p e r s o n a l l i fe s t o o d o u t in a n y w a y f r o m t h e u s u a l 

o r d i n a r y e x i s t e n c e o f m e n ; b u t b e f o r e I c a n s p e a k w i t h c e r t a i n t y 

u p o n th is p o i n t I m u s t p r o c u r e i n f o r m a t i o n a s to t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

o f m y e a r l i e r l i fe . T h i s m u c h i s c l e a r , t h a t m y l i fe at t h e t i m e 

I a m s p e a k i n g of h a s r e m a i n e d in m y m e m o r y o n l y in i ts g e n e r a l 

o r d i n a r y h u m a n a s p e c t . It i s t r u e , h o w e v e r , that t h e n , a s a l w a y s 

* This is in 1827. But the expression of his thought remained a difficult 

matter with Froebel to the end of his life, a drawback to which many of his 

friends have borne witness; for instance, Madame von Marenholtz-Biilow. 



in m y l a t e r l i fe , it w a s a n d e v e r h a s b e e n v e r y d i f f i cu l t to m e to 

s e p a r a t e i n t h o u g h t m y i n n e r l i fe f r o m m y o u t e r , a n d to g i v e 

d e f i n i t e f o r m a n d o u t w a r d e x p r e s s i o n to t h e i n n e r l ife, e s p e c i a l l y 

a s to r e l i g i o u s m a t t e r s . 

I d a r e n o t d e n y , t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e d e f i n i t e r e l i g i o u s f o r m s of 

the C h u r c h r e a c h e d m y h e a r t r e a d i l y b o t h b y w a y of t h e e m o t i o n s 

a n d b y s i n c e r e c o n v i c t i o n , a n d c l e a n s e d a n d q u i c k e n e d m e , y e t I 

h a v e a l w a y s f e l t g r e a t r e l u c t a n c e to s p e a k o f t h e s e d e f i n i t e r e l i g i o u s 

f o r m s w i t h o t h e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h p u p i l s a n d s t u d e n t s . I c o u l d 

n e v e r m a k e t h e m so c l e a r a n d l i v i n g to a s i m p l e h e a l t h y s o u l a s 

t h e y w e r e to m y s e l f . F r o m t h i s I c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e n a t u r a l l y 

t ra ined chi ld r e q u i r e s n o d e f i n i t e C h u r c h f o r m s , b e c a u s e t h e 

l o v i n g l y - f o s t e r e d , a n d t h e r e f o r e c o n t i n u o u s l y a n d p o w e r f u l l y -

d e v e l o p e d h u m a n l i fe , a s w e l l a s t h e u n t r o u b l e d chi ld- l i fe a lso, 

i s a n d m u s t b e i n i tse l f a C h r i s t i a n l i fe . I f u r t h e r c o n c l u d e that 

a chi ld to w h o m t h e d e e p e r t r u t h s o f l i f e o r o f r e l i g i o n w e r e 

g i v e n in t h e d o g m a t i c p o s i t i v e f o r m s o f C h u r c h c r e e d s w o u l d im-

p e r a t i v e l y n e e d w h e n a y o u n g m a n to b e s u r r o u n d e d b y p u r e a n d 

m a n l y l i v e s , w h e r e b y t h o s e r ig id c r e e d s m i g h t b e i l l u m i n a t e d a n d 

q u i c k e n e d i n t o l ife. O t h e r w i s e t h e c h i l d r u n s g r e a t d a n g e r o f 

c a s t i n g a w a y h i s w h o l e h i g h e r l i fe a l o n g w i t h t h e d o g m a t i c 

r e l i g i o u s f o r m s w h i c h h e h a s b e e n u n a b l e t o a s s i m i l a t e . T h e r e 

i n d e e d , i s t h e m o s t e l e v a t e d faith to b e f o u n d , w h e r e f o r m a n d 

l i fe w o r k t o w a r d s a w h o l e , s h e d l i g h t u p o n e a c h o t h e r , a n d g o 

s ide b y s i d e in a s i s t e r l y c o n c o r d , l i k e t h e i n w a r d l i fe w i t h t h e 

- o u t w a r d l i fe , o r t h e s p e c i a l w i t h t h e u n i v e r s a l . 

B u t I m u s t r e t u r n f r o m t h i s l o n g d i g r e s s i o n , a n d r e s u m e t h e 

a c c o u n t o f m y l i f e a n d w o r k a s an e d u c a t o r . 

B o d i l y e x e r c i s e s w e r e a s y e t u n k n o w n t o m e in t h e i r educa-

t ional c a p a c i t y . I w a s a c q u a i n t e d o n l y w i t h j u m p i n g o v e r a c o r d 

a n d w i t h w a l k i n g o n st i l ts t h r o u g h m y o w n b o y i s h p r a c t i c e 

t h e r e i n . A s t h e y fe l l in to n o re lat ion w i t h o u r c o m m o n l i fe 

n e i t h e r w i t h t h e p u r s u i t s a n d t h o u g h t s o f m y p u p i l s n o r w i t h m y 

o w n , w e r e g a r d e d t h e m p u r e l y a s c h i l d i s h g a m e s . 

W h a t t h e y e a r b r i n g s to a m a n in t h e s e a s o n w h e n N a t u r e l i e s 

c lear a n d o p e n b e f o r e h i m , that it d o e s n o t b r i n g to h i m i n t h e 

s e a s o n w h e n N a t u r e i s m o r e o f t e n l o c k e d a w a y f r o m h i s g a z e . 

A n l a s t h e t w o s e a s o n s b r i n g d i v e r s e g i f t s , so d o t h e y r e q u i r e 

d i v e r s e t h i n g s i n r e t u r n . In t h e la t ter p a r t o f t h e y e a r , w h e n 

m a n is p e r f o r c e d r i v e n m o r e u p o n h i m s e l f , h i s o c c u p a t i o n s s h o u l d 

t a k e o n m o r e n a r r o w l y p e r s o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . J u s t a s t h e 

w i n t e r ' s l i fe w i t h n a t u r e is m o r e fixed a n d n a r r o w e d , so a l s o i s 

• t h e w i n t e r ' s l i fe w i t h m e n ; t h e r e f o r e , a b o y ' s l i fe at t h i s t i m e 

n e e d s m a t e r i a l o f s o m e d e f i n i t e f a s h i o n , o r n e e d s f a s h i o n l e s s m a -

ter ia l w h i c h c a n b e s h a p e d into d e f i n i t e f a s h i o n . M y p u p i l s s o o n 

c a m e to m e , u r g e d b y t h i s n e w n e c e s s i t y . W h a t l i fe r e q u i r e s 

t h a t l i fe p r o v i d e s , w h e r e v e r l i fe i s o r h a s b e e n ; w h a t y o u t h 

r e q u i r e s that y o u t h p r o v i d e s , w h e r e v e r y o u t h i s o r h a s b e e n . A n d 

w h a t t h e later m a n ' s l i fe r e q u i r e s f r o m a m a n , or f r o m m e n i n 

g e n e r a l , that a l s o i s p r o v i d e d b y t h e b o y ' s l i fe a n d t h e y o u t h ' s l i f e 

w h e n t h e s e h a v e b e e n g e n u i n e l y l i v e d t h r o u g h . T h e d e m a n d of 

m y p u p i l s s e t m e u p o n t h e f o l l o w i n g q u e s t i o n : " W h a t d id y o u 

d o a s a b o y ? W h a t h a p p e n e d to y o u to s a t i s f y that n e e d of 

y o u r s f o r s o m e t h i n g to d o a n d to e x p r e s s ? B y w h a t , at the s a m e 

p e r i o d o f y o u r l i fe , w a s t h i s n e e d m o s t f u l l y m e t , o r w h a t d id y o u 

then m o s t d e s i r e f o r th is p u r p o s e ? " T h e n t h e r e c a m e to m e a 

m e m o r y f r o m out m y e a r l i e s t b o y h o o d , w h i c h y i e l d e d m e a l l I 

w a n t e d in m y e m e r g e n c y . It w a s t h e e a s y a r t o f i m p r e s s i n g 

figures a n d f o r m s b y p r o p e r l y a r r a n g e d s i m p l e s t r o k e s o n s m o o t h 

p a p e r . * I h a v e of ten m a d e u s e o f t h i s s i m p l e ar t in m y l a t e r l ife, 

a n d h a v e n e v e r f o u n d it fa i l in i ts o b j e c t ; a n d o n th is occas ion , too, 

it f a i t h f u l l y s e r v e d m y p u p i l s a n d m e , f o r o u r ski l l , at first w e a k 

both o n t h e p a r t o f t e a c h e r a n d p u p i l , g r e w r a p i d l y g r e a t e r w i t h 

use . 

F r o m t h e s e f o r m s i m p r e s s e d u p o n p a p e r w e r o s e to m a k i n g 

f o r m s o u t o f p a p e r i tsel f , a n d t h e n to p r o d u c i n g f o r m s in paste-

board, a n d finally in w o o d . M y l a t e r e x p e r i e n c e h a s t a u g h t m e 

m u c h m o r e a s to t h e b e s t s h a p e s a n d m a t e r i a l s for the s t u d y of 

f o r m s , t o f w h i c h I shal l s p e a k in i ts p r o p e r p lace . 

1 m u s t , h o w e v e r , p e r m i t m y s e l f to d w e l l a l i t t le u p o n t h i s 

e x t r e m e l y s i m p l e o c c u p a t i o n of i m p r e s s i n g f o r m s o n p a p e r , 

b e c a u s e at t h e p r o p e r a g e it q u i t e a b s o r b s a b o y , a n d c o m p l e t e l y 

* Probably done with the point of a knitting needle, etc. The design is 

thin visible on the other side of the paper in an embossed form, 

•f This account is dated 1827, it is always necessary to remember. 



fills a n d c o n t e n t s t h e d e m a n d s of h i s facult ies . W h y i s th is ? It 

g i v e s t h e b o y , e a s i l y a n d s p o n t a n e o u s l y , a n d y e t at t h e s a m e t i m e 

i m p e r c e p t i b l y , prec ise , c lear , a n d m a n y - s i d e d r e s u l t s d u e to h i s o w n 

c r e a t i v e p o w e r . 

M a n is c o m p e l l e d not o n l y to r e c o g n i s e N a t u r e in h e r m a n i f o l d 

f o r m s a n d a p p e a r a n c e s , b u t a l s o to u n d e r s t a n d h e r i n t h e u n i t y o f 

h e r i n n e r w o r k i n g , o f h e r e f f e c t i v e f o r c e . T h e r e f o r e h e h i m s e l f 

f o l l o w s N a t u r e ' s m e t h o d s in t h e c o u r s e o f h i s o w n d e v e l o p m e n t 

a n d c u l t u r e , a n d in h i s g a m e s h e i m i t a t e s N a t u r e at h e r w o r k o f 

c r e a t i o n . T h e ear l ies t n a t u r a l f o r m a t i o n s , t h e fixed f o r m s o f 

c r y s t a l s , s e e m a s i f d r i v e n t o g e t h e r b y s o m e s e c r e t p o w e r e x t e r n a l 

t o t h e m s e l v e s ; a n d t h e b o y i n h i s first g a m e s g l a d l y i m i t a t e s t h e s e 

first a c t i v i t i e s o f nature , s o t h a t b y t h e o n e h e m a y l e a r n to c o m -

p r e h e n d t h e o t h e r . D o e s n o t t h e b o y t a k e p l e a s u r e i n b u i l d i n -

a n d w h a t e l s e a r e the e a r l i e s t fixed f o r m s o f N a t u r e b u t bui l t -up 

f o r m s ? H o w e v e r , th is i n d i c a t i o n t h a t a h i g h e r m e a n i n g u n d e r -

l i e s t h e o c c u p a t i o n a n d g a m e s w h i c h c h i l d r e n c h o o s e out f o r 

t h e m s e l v e s m u s t f o r t h e p r e s e n t s u f f i c e . A n d s i n c e t h e s e s p o n -

t a n e o u s a c t i v i t i e s o f c h i l d r e n h a v e n o t y e t b e e n t h o r o u g h l y t h o u g h t 

o u t f r o m a h i g h p o i n t o f v i e w , a n d h a v e n o t y e t b e e n r e g a r d e d 

f r o m w h a t I m i g h t a l m o s t ca l l t h e i r c o s m i c a l a n d a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l 

s ide , w e m a y f r o m d a y to d a y e x p e c t s o m e p h i l o s o p h e r to w r i t e a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e a n d i m p o r t a n t b o o k a b o u t t h e m * F r o m t h e l o v e 

t h e at tent ion, t h e c o n t i n u e d i n t e r e s t a n d t h e c h e e r f u l n e s s w i t h 

w h i c h t h e s e o c c u p a t i o n s a r e p l i e d b y c h i l d r e n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a l s o a r i s e , o f q u i t e a d i f f e r e n t c h a r a c t e r 

A b o y ' s g a m e n e c e s s a r i l y b r i n g s h i m into s o m e w i d e r or f u l l e r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p , i n t o r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h s o m e m o r e e l e v a t e d g r o u p o f 

* After all, the work was left to Froebel himself to do. These words were 

wntten m i 8 2 7 . The "Menschen Erziehung» of Froebel ( " E d u c a t o n of 

Man ) which appeared the year before, had also touched upon the s u Z * 

It was further developed in his "Mutter und Koselieder" ( " Mother's S o n S 

and Games", , in which his first wife assisted him. That appeared L ^ f 

In the same year was also founded the Sonnlags-Blall (.Sunday Journal) to 
wh,ch many essays and articles on this subject were contributed by Fro bei 

The tford volume ( « Padagogik " ) of Dr. Wichard Lange's complete edition oi 

Kind S 7 , S 8 7 m a d e U P ° f t h g S e ^ S s - B l a l t articles. The whole 
Kindergarten system rests mainly on this higher view of children's play 

i d e a s . I s h e b u i l d i n g a h o u s e ? — h e b u i l d s it so t h a t h e m a y d w e l l 

i n it l i k e g r o w n - u p p e o p l e do, a n d h a v e j u s t s u c h a n o t h e r c u p -

b o a r d , a n d so forth, as t h e y h a v e , a n d b e a b l e to g i v e p e o p l e t h i n g s 

o u t o f it j u s t a s t h e y do. A n d o n e m u s t a l w a y s t a k e c a r e o f t h i s : 

t h a t t h e c h i l d w h o r e c e i v e s a p r e s e n t s h a l l not h a v e h i s n a t u r e 

c r a m p e d a n d s t u n t e d t h e r e b y ; a c c o r d i n g t o t h e m e a s u r e o f h o w 

m u c h h e r e c e i v e s , so m u c h m u s t h e b e a b l e to g i v e a w a y . I n fact, 

t h i s i s a n e c e s s i t y for a s i m p l e - h e a r t e d chi ld . H a p p y is that l i t t le 

o n e w h o u n d e r s t a n d s h o w to s a t i s f y th is n e e d o f h i s n a t u r e , t o 

g i v e b y p r o d u c i n g v a r i o u s g i f t s o f h i s o w n c r e a t i o n ! A s a p e r f e c t 

c h i l d o f h u m a n i t y , a b o y o u g h t to d e s i r e to e n j o y a n d to b e s t o w to 

t h e v e r y u t m o s t , f o r h e d i m l y f e e l s a l r e a d y that h e b e l o n g s to t h e 

w h o l e , to t h e u n i v e r s a l , to t h e c o m p r e h e n s i v e i n N a t u r e , a n d it i s 

a s p a r t o f th is t h a t h e l i v e s ; t h e r e f o r e , a s s u c h w o u l d h e a c c o r d -

i n g l y b e c o n s i d e r e d a n d s o t r e a t e d . W h e n h e h a s fe l t this , t h e 

m o s t i m p o r t a n t m e a n s o f d e v e l o p m e n t a v a i l a b l e f o r a h u m a n b e i n g 

at t h i s s t a g e h a s b e e n d i s c o v e r e d . W i t h a w e l l - d i s p o s e d chi ld at 

s u c h a t i m e n o t h i n g h a s a n y v a l u e e x c e p t as it m a y s e r v e for a 

c o m m o n p o s s e s s i o n , f o r a b o n d of u n i o n b e t w e e n h i m a n d h i s 

b e l o v e d o n e s . T h i s a s p e c t o f t h e c h i l d ' s c h a r a c t e r m u s t b e care-

f u l l y n o t i c e d b y p a r e n t s a n d b y t e a c h e r s , a n d u s e d b y t h e m as a 

m e a n s o f a w a k e n i n g a n d d e v e l o p i n g t h e a c t i v e a n d p r e s e n t a t i v e 

s i d e o f h i s n a t u r e ; w h e r e f o r e none , not e v e n t h e s i m p l e s t g i f t s 

f r o m a c h i l d , s h o u l d e v e r b e s u f f e r e d to b e n e g l e c t e d . 

T o s k e t c h m y first a t t e m p t a s a n e d u c a t o r in o n e p h r a s e , I 

s o u g h t w i t h al l m y p o w e r s to g i v e m y p u p i l s t h e b e s t p o s s i b l e 

ins truct ion , a n d t h e b e s t p o s s i b l e t r a i n i n g and c u l t u r e , b u t I w a s 

u n a b l e to fu l f i l m y i n t e n t i o n s , t o a t t a i n m y e n d , in t h e p o s i t i o n 

I t h e n o c c u p i e d , a n d w i t h t h e d e g r e e o f c u l t u r e to w h i c h I h a d 

m y s e l f a t ta ined. 

A s soon a s th is h a d b e c o m e f u l l y e v i d e n t t o m e , it o c c u r r e d 

t o m y m i n d t h a t n o t h i n g e l s e c o u l d b e so s e r v i c e a b l e to m e 

a s a s o j o u r n f o r a t i m e w i t h P e s t a l o z z i . I e x p r e s s e d m y v i e w s 

o n t h i s h e a d v e r y d e c i d e d l y , a n d accordingly, , i n t h e s u m m e r of 

1808, it w a s a g r e e d t h a t I s h o u l d t a k e m y t h r e e p u p i l s w i t h m e t o 

Y v e r d o n . 

S o it s o o n a f t e r w a r d s c a m e a b o u t I w a s t e a c h e r a n d s c h o l a r , 

e d u c a t o r a n d p u p i l , al l at t h e s a m e t i m e . 



I f I w e r e t o a t t e m p t to p u t into o n e s e n t e n c e a l l I e x p e c t e d t o 

find a t Y v e r d o n , I s h o u l d s a y it w a s a v i g o r o u s i n n e r l i f e a m o n g s t 

t h e b o y s a n d y o u t h s , q u i c k e n i n g , m a n i f e s t i n g i t s e l f i n al l k i n d s o f 

c r e a t i v e a c t i v i t y , s a t i s f y i n g t h e m a n y s i d e d n e s s o f m a n , m e e t i n g 

al l h is n e c e s s i t i e s , a n d o c c u p y i n g al l h i s p o w e r s b o t h m e n t a l a n d 

b o d i l y . P e s t a l o z z i , s o I i m a g i n e d , m u s t b e t h e h e a r t , t h e l i fe -

s o u r c e , t h e s p i r i t u a l g u i d e o f th is l i fe a n d w o r k ; f r o m h i s c e n t r a l 

point h e m u s t w a t c h o v e r t h e b o y ' s l i f e i n a l l i t s b e a r i n g s , s e e 

it in a l l i ts s t a g e s o f d e v e l o p m e n t , o r a t a l l e v e n t s s y m p a t h i s e 

w i t h it a n d f e e l w i t h it, w h e t h e r a s t h e l i f e o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l , o f 

t h e f a m i l y , o f t h e c o m m u n i t y , o f t h e n a t i o n , o f m a n k i n d a t large . 

W i t h s u c h e x p e c t a t i o n s I a r r i v e d a t Y v e r d o n . T h e r e w a s n o 

e d u c a t i o n a l p r o b l e m w h o s e r e s o l u t i o n I d id n o t firmly e x p e c t t o 

find t h e r e . T h a t m y s o u l s o o n f a i t h f u l l y m i r r o r e d t h e l i fe w h i c h 

t h e r e flowed a r o u n d m e , m y r e p o r t f o r 1 8 0 9 s u f f i c i e n t l y s h o w s * 

T o t h r o w m y s e l f c o m p l e t e l y i n t o t h e m i d s t , in to t h e v e r y 

hear t , o f P e s t a l o z z i ' s w o r k , I w i s h e d to l i v e in t h e m a i n b u i l d i n g s 

o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n , that i s to s a y , in t h e c a s t l e i t s e l f . f W e w o u l d 

h a v e c h e e r f u l l y s h a r e d t h e l o t o f t h e o r d i n a r y s c h o l a r s , b u t o u r 

w i s h c o u l d n o t b e g r a n t e d , s o m e o u t s i d e j e a l o u s i e s s t a n d i n g i n 

t h e w a y . H o w e v e r , I s o o n f o u n d a l o d g i n g in i m m e d i a t e p r o x -

i m i t y to t h e inst i tut ion, so that w e w e r e a b l e to j o i n t h e p u p i l s at 

t h e i r d i n n e r , t h e i r e v e n i n g m e a l , a n d t h e i r s u p p e r , a n d t o t a k e 

p a r t i n t h e w h o l e c o u r s e s o f t h e i r i n s t r u c t i o n , so f a r a s t h e 

s u b j e c t s c h o s e n b y u s w e r e c o n c e r n e d ; i n d e e d , to s h a r e in t h e i r 

w h o l e l i fe . I s o o n s a w m u c h that w a s i m p e r f e c t ; b u t , n o t w i t h -

s t a n d i n g , t h e a c t i v i t y w h i c h p r e s s e d f o r t h o n al l s ides , t h e 

v i g o r o u s e f for t , t h e s p i r i t u a l e n d e a v o u r o f t h e l i fe a r o u n d m e , 

w h i c h c a r r i e d m e a w a y w i t h it a s i t d i d al l o t h e r m e n w h o 

c a m e w i t h i n i ts i n f l u e n c e , c o n v i n c e d m e t h a t h e r e I s h o u l d p r e -

s e n t l y b e a b l e to r e s o l v e a l l m y d i f f i c u l t i e s . A s f a r a s r e g a r d e d 

* A report that Froebel drew up for the Princess Regent of Rudolstadt in 
1809, giving a voluminous account of the theory and practice pursued at 
Yverdon (Wichard's " Froebel," vol. i., p. 154). 

t The castle of Yverdon, an old feudal stronghold, which Pestalozzi had 
received from the municipality of that town in 1804, to enable him to establish 
a school and work out his educational system there. 

• - -lift, .-«taArf-: 

m y s e l f p e r s o n a l l y , I h a d n o t h i n g m o r e e a r n e s t to d o f o r t h e t i m e 

t h a n to w a t c h that m y p u p i l s g a i n e d t h e f u l l e s t p o s s i b l e prof i t 

f r o m th is l i fe w h i c h w a s so rich in v i g o u r f o r b o t h b o d y a n d 

s o u l . A c c o r d i n g l y w e s h a r e d a l l l e s s o n s t o g e t h e r ; a n d I m a d e it 

m y s p e c i a l b u s i n e s s to r e a s o n o u t w i t h P e s t a l o z z i e a c h b r a n c h of 

i n s t r u c t i o n f r o m its first p o i n t o f c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e rest , a n d 

t h u s to s t u d y it f r o m its v e r y root . 

T h e f o r c i b l e , c o m p r e h e n s i v e , s t i m u l a t i n g l i fe s t i m u l a t e d m e too, 

a n d s e i z e d u p o n m e w i t h a l l its c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s a n d a l l i t s 

f o r c e . It i s t r u e it could not b l ind m e to m a n y i m p e r f e c t i o n s 

a n d d e f i c i e n c i e s , b u t t h e s e w e r e r e t r i e v e d b y t h e g e n e r a l t e n d e n c y 

a n d e n d e a v o u r o f t h e w h o l e s y s t e m ; for this , t h o u g h c o n t a i n i n g 

s e v e r a l a b s o l u t e contradic t ions , m a n i f e s t e v e n at that t i m e , y e t 

v i n d i c a t e d o n a g e n e r a l v i e w i ts i n n e r c o n n e c t i o n a n d h i d d e n 

u n i t y . T h e p o w e r f u l , i n d e f i n a b l e , s t i r r i n g , a n d u p l i f t i n g e f fect 

p r o d u c e d b y P e s t a l o z z i w h e n h e s p o k e , s e t o n e ' s s o u l o n fire f o r 

a h i g h e r , n o b l e r l i fe , a l t h o u g h h e h a d n o t m a d e c l e a r or s u r e t h e 

e x a c t w a y t o w a r d s it, n o r i n d i c a t e d t h e m e a n s w h e r e b y to a t ta in 

it. T h u s d id t h e p o w e r a n d m a n y s i d e d n e s s o f t h e e d u c a t i o n a l 

e f fort m a k e u p f o r d e f i c i e n c y i n u n i t y a n d c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s ; 

a n d t h e l o v e , t h e w a r m t h , t h e s t i r o f t h e w h o l e , t h e h u m a n k i n d -

n e s s a n d b e n e v o l e n c e o f it r e p l a c e d t h e w a n t o f c l e a r n e s s , d e p t h , 

t h o r o u g h n e s s , e x t e n t , p e r s e v e r a n c e , a n d s t e a d i n e s s . In t h i s w a y 

e a c h s e p a r a t e b r a n c h of e d u c a t i o n w a s i n s u c h a c o n d i t i o n a s t o 

p o w e r f u l l y i n t e r e s t , b u t n e v e r w h o l l y to c o n t e n t t h e o b s e r v e r , 

s i n c e it p r e p a r e d o n l y f u r t h e r d i v i s i o n a n d s e p a r a t i o n a n d d id n o t 

tend t o w a r d s u n i t y . 

T h e w a n t o f u n i t y o f e f for t , b o t h a s to m e a n s a n d a i m s , I s o o n 

f e l t ; I r e c o g n i s e d it i n t h e i n a d e q u a c y , t h e i n c o m p l e t e n e s s , a n d 

t h e u n l i k e n e s s o f t h e w a y s in w h i c h t h e v a r i o u s s u b j e c t s w e r e 

t a u g h t . T h e r e f o r e I e n d e a v o u r e d to g a i n t h e g r e a t e s t p o s s i b l e 

i n s i g h t into a l l , a n d b e c a m e a s c h o l a r in a l l s u b j e c t s — a r i t h m e t i c , 

f o r m , s i n g i n g , r e a d i n g , d r a w i n g , l a n g u a g e , p h y s i c a l g e o g r a p h y , 

t h e n a t u r a l s c i e n c e s , etc . 

I could s e e s o m e t h i n g h i g h e r , a n d I b e l i e v e d in a h i g h e r 

e f f i c i e n c y , a c l o s e r u n i t y o f t h e w h o l e e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m ; i n 

t r u t h , I b e l i e v e d I s a w t h i s c l e a r e r , t h o u g h n o t w i t h g r e a t e r con-

v ic t ion , t h a n P e s t a l o z z i h i m s e l f . I he ld t h a t land h a p p y , that 



m a n f o r t u n a t e , b y w h o m t h e m e a n s of t r u e e d u c a t i o n s h o u l d b e 

d e v e l o p e d a n d a p p l i e d , a n d t h e w i s h to s e e th is b e n e f i t c o n f e r r e d 

u p o n m y c o u n t r y n a t u r a l l y s p r a n g f r o m t h e l o v e I b o r e m y n a t i v e 

l a n d . - T h e r e s u l t w a s t h e w r i t t e n r e c o r d o f 1 8 0 9 a l r e a d y re-

f e r r e d t o . 

W h e r e t h e r e is the g e r m of d i s u n i o n , w h e r e t h e w h o l e is spl i t 

u p , e v e n s o m e t i m e s into c o n t r a d i c t o r y p a r t s , a n d w h e r e a n abso-

l u t e r e c o n c i l i n g u n i t y is w a n t i n g , w h e r e w h a t c o n n e c t i o n t h e r e 

m a y b e i s d e r i v e d r a t h e r f r o m c a s u a l o u t w a r d t i e s t h a n f r o m 

i n n e r n e c e s s a r y union, t h e w h o l e s y s t e m m u s t o f n e c e s s i t y d i g its 

o w n g r a v e , a n d b e c o m e its o w n m u r d e r e r . N o w it w a s e x a c t l y at 

s u c h a t i m e of s u p r e m e cr is is that I h a d t h e g o o d or the e v i l f o r t u n e 

t o b e a t Y v e r d o n . A l l t h a t w a s g o o d a n d a l l that w a s b a d , all 

t h a t w a s p r o f i t a b l e and a l l t h a t w a s u n p r o f i t a b l e , a l l t h a t w a s 

s t r o n g a n d a l l that w a s w e a k , al l t h a t w a s e m p t y a n d al l that w a s 

ful l , a l l t h a t w a s sel f ish a n d al l that w a s u n s e l f i s h a m o n ° s t 

P e s t a l o z z i a n d h i s f r iends, w a s d i s p l a y e d o p e n l y b e f o r e m e . 

I h a p p e n e d to be t h e r e p r e c i s e l y a t t h e t i m e of t h e g r e a t C o m -

m i s s i o n o f 1 8 1 0 . N e i t h e r P e s t a l o z z i n o r his so-cal led f r i e n d s 

n e i t h e r a n y i n d i v i d u a l s n o r t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y , could g i v e m e ' 

o r w o u l d g i v e m e , w h a t I w a n t e d . In t h e m e t h o d s laid d o w n b y 

t h e m f o r t e a c h i n g b o y s , for t h e t h o r o u g h educat ion o f b o y s a s p a r t 

o f o n e g r e a t h u m a n f a m i l y , — t h a t is , f o r t h e i r h i g h e r i n s t r u c t i o n , — 

I f a i l e d t o find that c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s w h i c h i s a l o n e suf f ic ient to 

s a t i s f y t h e h u m a n b e i n g . T h u s it w a s w i t h n a t u r a l h i s t o r y , n a t u r a l 

s c i e n c e , G e r m a n , a n d l a n g u a g e g e n e r a l l y , w i t h h i s t o r y , a n d a b o v e 

all , w i t h r e l i g i o u s instruct ion. P e s t a l o z z i ' s d e v o t i o n a l a d d r e s s e s 

w e r e v e r y v a g u e , a n d , as e x p e r i e n c e s h o w e d , w e r e o n l y s e r v i c e -

a b l e to t h o s e a l r e a d y in t h e r ight w a y . f I s p o k e o f a l l t h e s e 

* Froebel desired to see In Rudolstadt, or elsewhere in Thuringia (his " native 
land "). an institution like that of Pestalozzi at Yverdon ; and he sought to 
interest the Princess Regent of Rudolstadt by the full account of Yverdon already 
mentioned. 3 

f This would scarcely seem probable to those who admire and love Pesta 
lozzi. But we must remember that religious teaching appeals so intimate'y to 
individual sympathies that it is quite possible that what was of vital service to 
many others was not of so much use to Froebel, who was, a , he frankly admits 
out of harmony on many points with his noble-hearted teacher. 

t h i n g s v e r y e a r n e s t l y a n d d e c i d e d l y w i t h P e s t a l o z z i , a n d at las t I 

m a d e u p m y m i n d , i n 1 8 1 0 , to q u i t Y v e r d o n a l o n g w i t h m y 

p u p i l s . 

B u t b e f o r e I c o n t i n u e f u r t h e r h e r e , it is m y d u t y to c o n s i d e r m y 

l i fe a n d w o r k f r o m y e t a n o t h e r p o i n t o f v i e w . 

A m o n g s t t h e v a r i o u s b r a n c h e s o f e d u c a t i o n , t h e t e a c h i n g of 

l a n g u a g e s s t r u c k m e w i t h e s p e c i a l f o r c e a s d e f e c t i v e , o n a c c o u n t 

o f i ts g r e a t i m p e r f e c t i o n , i ts c a p r i c i o u s n e s s a n d l i f e l e s s n e s s . T h e 

s e a r c h for a s a t i s f a c t o r y m e t h o d f o r o u r n a t i v e l a n g u a g e o c c u p i e d 

m e in p r e f e r e n c e to a n y t h i n g e l s e . I p r o c e e d e d o n t h e fo l -

l o w i n g b a s i s : — 

L a n g u a g e is a n i m a g e , a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f o u r s e p a r a t e ( s u b j e c t ) 

w o r l d , a n d b e c o m e s m a n i f e s t to t h e ( o b j e c t ) w o r l d o u t s i d e our-

s e l v e s p r i n c i p a l l y t h r o u g h c o m b i n e d a n d o r d e r e d s o u n d s . I f , 

t h e r e f o r e , I w o u l d i m a g e f o r t h a n y t h i n g c o r r e c t l y , I m u s t k n o w 

t h e r e a l n a t u r e o f t h e o r i g i n a l o b j e c t . T h e t h e m e of o u r i m a g e r y 

a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d , c o n t a i n s o b j e c t s , t h e r e f o r e 

I m u s t h a v e a d e f i n i t e f o r m , a d e f i n i t e s u c c e s s i o n of s o u n d s , a 

d e f i n i t e w o r d to e x p r e s s e a c h object . T h e o b j e c t s h a v e q u a l i t i e s , 

t h e r e f o r e o u r l a n g u a g e m u s t c o n t a i n a d j e c t i v e s e x p r e s s i n g t h e s e 

qual i t ies . T h e q u a l i t i e s o f o b j e c t s a r e f u n d a m e n t a l or r e l a t i v e ; 

e x p r e s s w h a t t h e y are , w h a t t h e y p o s s e s s , a n d w h a t t h e y 

b e c o m e . 

P a s s i n g n o w to s i n g i n g a n d m u s i c , it h a p p e n e d v e r y l u c k i l y f o r 

m e t h a t j u s t at t h i s t i m e N a g e l i a n d P f e i f e r b r o u g h t o u t t h e i r 

" T r e a t i s e on the C o n s t r u c t i o n of a M u s i c a l C o u r s e a c c o r d i n g to t h e 

P r i n c i p l e s o f P e s t a l o z z i . " N a g e l i ' s k n o w l e d g e o f m u s i c g e n e r a l l y , 

a n d e s p e c i a l l y o f c h u r c h m u s i c , m a d e a p o w e r f u l i m p r e s s i o n u p o n 

m e , a n d b r o u g h t m u s i c a n d s i n g i n g b e f o r e m e a s a m e a n s f o r h u m a n 

c u l t u r e ; s e t t i n g t h e c u l t i v a t i o n of m u s i c , a n d e s p e c i a l l y o f s i n g i n g , 

in a h i g h e r l ight t h a n I h a d e v e r c o n c e i v e d p o s s i b l e . N a g e l i w a s 

v e r y c a p a b l c in t e a c h i n g m u s i c a n d s i n g i n g , a n d in r e p r e s e n t i n g 

the ir f u n c t i o n as i n s p i r i n g a i d s t o p u r e h u m a n l i f e ; a n d a l t h o u g h 

n e a r l y t w e n t y y e a r s h a v e e l a p s e d s ince I h e a r d t h o s e l e s s o n s o f 

h is , t h e fire o f t h e l o v e for m u s i c w h i c h t h e y k i n d l e d b u r n s y e t , 

a c t i v e f o r g o o d , w i t h i n m y b r e a s t . A n d f u r t h e r , I w a s t a u g h t 

a n d c o n v i n c e d b y t h e s e t w o s u p e r - e x c e l l e n t m u s i c t e a c h e r s , w h o 

i n s t r u c t e d m y p u p i l s , that p u r e l y i n s t r u m e n t a l m u s i c , s u c h a s 



that o f t h e v i o l i n or o f t h e p i a n o f o r t e , i s a l s o in i t s e s s e n c e b a s e d 

u p o n a n d d e r i v e d f r o m v o c a l m u s i c , t h o u g h d e v e l o p e d t h r o u g h 

t h e i n d e p e n d e n t d i s c o v e r y o f a f e w s i m p l e s o u n d - p r o d u c i n g i n s t r u -

m e n t s . N o t o n l y h a v e I n e v e r s i n c e le f t t h e p a t h t h u s o p e n e d to 

m e at i ts o r i g i n , b u t I h a v e c o n s i s t e n t l y t r a c e d it o n w a r d s i n a l l 

c a r e a n d l o v e , a n d c o n t i n u e to r e j o i c e in the e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t s 

o b t a i n e d . T h i s c o u r s e o f m u s i c - t e a c h i n g , a s e x t e n d e d a n d a p p l i e d 

l a t e r on, h a s a l w a y s e n j o y e d t h e a p p r o b a t i o n of t h e t h o u g h f u l a n d 

e x p e r i e n c e d a m o n g s t m u s i c t e a c h e r s . 

I a l s o s t u d i e d t h e b o y s ' p l a y , t h e w h o l e s e r i e s o f g a m e s i n 

the o p e n a i r , a n d l e a r n e d to r e c o g n i s e t h e i r m i g h t y p o w e r t o 

a w a k e a n d to s t r e n g t h e n t h e i n t e l l i g e n c e a n d t h e s o u l a s w e l l a s 

the b o d y . In t h e s e g a m e s a n d w h a t w a s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e m I 

detected t h e m a i n s p r i n g o f t h e m o r a l s t r e n g t h w h i c h a n i m a t e d t h e 

p u p i l s a n d t h e y o u n g p e o p l e i n t h e i n s t i t u t i o n . T h e g a m e s , a s I 

a m n o w f e r v e n t l y a s s u r e d , f o r m e d a m e n t a l b a t h o f e x t r a o r d i n a r y 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g - p o w e r ; * a n d a l t h o u g h t h e s e n s e o f t h e h i g h e r s y m -

bolic m e a n i n g of g a m e s h a d n o t y e t d a w n e d u p o n m e , I w a s 

n e v e r t h e l e s s a b l e to p e r c e i v e i n e a c h b o y g e n u i n e l y at p l a y a 

m o r a l s t r e n g t h g o v e r n i n g both m i n d a n d b o d y w h i c h w o n m y 

h i g h e s t e s t e e m . 

C l o s e l y a k i n t o t h e g a m e s in t h e i r m o r a l l y s t r e n g t h e n i n g a s p e c t 

w e r e t h e w a l k s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e o f t h e g e n e r a l w a l k i n g p a r t i e s , 

m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y w h e n c o n d u c t e d b y P e s t a l o z z i h i m s e l f . T h e s e 

w a l k s w e r e b y n o m e a n s a l w a y s m e a n t to be o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 

d r a w i n g c l o s e to N a t u r e , b u t N a t u r e h e r s e l f , t h o u g h u n s o u g h t , 

a l w a y s d r e w t h e w a l k e r s c l o s e to her . E v e r y c o n t a c t w i t h h e r 

e l e v a t e s , s t r e n g t h e n s , p u r i f i e s . It is f r o m t h i s c a u s e t h a t N a t u r e , 

l i k e n o b l e g r e a t - s o u l e d m e n , w i n s u s to h e r ; a n d w h e n e v e r s c h o o l 

o r t e a c h i n g d u t i e s g a v e m e r e s p i t e , m y l i fe at th is t i m e w a s a l w a y s 

p a s s e d a m i d s t n a t u r a l s c e n e s a n d in c o m m u n i o n w i t h N a t u r e . 

F r o m t h e t o p s o f the h i g h m o u n t a i n s n e a r b y I u s e d to r e j o i c e i n 

t h e c l e a r a n d st i l l s u n s e t , in t h e p i n e - f o r e s t s , t h e g l a c i e r s , t h e 

m o u n t a i n m e a d o w s , a l l b a t h e d in r o s y l i g h t . S u c h a n e v e n i n g w a l k 

* That the boys' characters were immersed in an element of strengthening 
and developing games as the body is immersed in the water of a strengthening 
bath, seems to be Froebel's idea. 

c a m e i n d e e d to b e an a l m o s t i r r e s i s t i b l e n e c e s s i t y to m e a f t e r e a c h 

a c t i v e l y - s p e n t d a y . A s I w a n d e r e d o n t h e sunl i t , f a r - s t r e t c h i n g 

hi l ls , o r a l o n g t h e st i l l s h o r e o f t h e lake, c l e a r a s c r y s t a l , s m o o t h 

a s a m i r r o r , or i n t h e s h a d y g r o v e s , u n d e r t h e ta l l f o r e s t t rees , 

m y s p i r i t g r e w f u l l w i t h i d e a s o f t h e t r u l y g o d - l i k e n a t u r e a n d 

p r i c e l e s s v a l u e o f a m a n ' s soul , a n d I g l a d d e n e d m y s e l f w i t h t h e 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f m a n k i n d a s t h e b e l o v e d c h i l d r e n of God. T h e r e 

is no q u e s t i o n b u t t h a t P e s t a l o z z i ' s g e n e r a l a d d r e s s e s , e s p e c i a l l y 

t h o s e d e l i v e r e d i n t h e e v e n i n g , w h e n h e u s e d to d e l i g h t in e v o k i n g 

a p i c t u r e o f n o b l e m a n l i n e s s a n d t r u e l o v e o f m a n k i n d a n d d e -

v e l o p i n g it in a l l i ts detai ls , v e r y p o w e r f u l l y c o n t r i b u t e d t o w a r d s 

a r o u s i n g s u c h a n i n n e r l i fe a s t h a t j u s t d e s c r i b e d . 

Y e t I d id not l o s e m y s e l f in e m p t y f a n c i e s ; o n t h e c o n t r a r y , I 

k e p t m y pract ica l w o r k c o n s t a n t l y b e f o r e m y e y e s . F r o m t h i n k i n g 

a b o u t m y d e a d p a r e n t s m y t h o u g h t s w o u l d w a n d e r back o v e r 

t h e r e s t o f m y f a m i l y , t u r n i n g m o s t o f t e n to that d e a r e l d e s t 

b r o t h e r o f m i n e , w h o h a s n o w n o t b e e n r e f e r r e d to f o r s o m e t i m e 

i n t h e s e p a g e s . H e h a d b e c o m e t h e f a i t h f u l w a t c h f u l f a t h e r of 

s e v e r a l c h i l d r e n . I s h a r e d i n h i s u n a f f e c t e d f a t h e r l y c a r e s , a n d 

m y s o u l w a s p e n e t r a t e d w i t h t h e d e s i r e t h a t h e m i g h t b e a b l e to 

g i v e h i s s o n s s u c h a n e d u c a t i o n a s I s h o u l d f e e l o b l i g e d to p o i n t 

o u t to h i m a s b e i n g t h e b e s t . A l r e a d y , e v e r s i n c e I w a s at F r a n k -

f u r t , I h a d c o m m u n i c a t e d to h i m m y t h o u g h t s o n e d u c a t i o n a n d 

m e t h o d s o f t e a c h i n g . W h a t n o w o c c u r r e d to m e out o f m y n e w 

k n o w l e d g e a s a p p l i c a b l e to his case , I e x t r a c t e d , c o l l e c t e d t o g e t h e r , 

a n d c lass i f ied , so a s to be a b l e to i m p a r t it to h i m f o r h i s u s e at 

t h e first o p p o r t u n i t y . 

O n e t h i n g w h i c h g r e a t l y c o n t r i b u t e d to t h e b e t t e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

a n d e l u c i d a t i o n of t h e P e s t a l o z z i a n m o d e o f t e a c h i n g w a s t h e pre-

s e n c e o f a l a r g e n u m b e r o f y o u n g m e n s e n t f r o m v a r i o u s g o v e r n -

m e n t s a s s t u d e n t s to Y v e r d o n . W i t h s o m e o f t h e s e I w a s o n 

t e r m s o f i n t i m a c y , a n d to t h e e x c h a n g e of i d e a s w h i c h w e n t o n 

a m o n g s t u s I o w e at l e a s t a s m u c h a s to m y o w n o b s e r v a t i o n . 

O n t h e w h o l e I p a s s e d a g l o r i o u s t i m e at Y v e r d o n , e l e v a t e d i n 

tone, a n d c r i t i c a l l y d e c i s i v e for m y a f t e r l i fe . A t i ts c lose , h o w -

e v e r , I fe l t m o r e c l e a r l y _ t h a n e v e r t h e d e f i c i e n c y o f i n n e r u n i t y 

a n d i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e , a s w e l l a s o f o u t w a r d c o m p r e h e n s i v e n e s s 

a n d t h o r o u g h n e s s i n t h e t e a c h i n g t h e r e . 



T o obta in t h e m e a n s o f a s a t i s f a c t o r y j u d g m e n t u p o n t h e b e s t 

m e t h o d of t e a c h i n g t h e c l a s s i c a l t o n g u e s , I t o o k G r e e k a n d L a t i n 

u n d e r a y o u n g G e r m a n , w h o w a s s t a y i n g t h e r e at t h a t t i m e ; b u t 

I w a s c o n s t r u c t i n g a m e t h o d of m y o w n a l l t h e w h i l e , b y o b s e r v -

i n g a l l t h e p o i n t s w h i c h s e e m e d v a l u a b l e , a s t h e y o c c u r r e d i n 

a c t u a l t e a c h i n g . B u t t h e w a n t o f a s a t i s f a c t o r y p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 

t h e c l a s s i c a l t o n g u e s a s p a r t o f t h e g e n e r a l m e a n s o f e d u c a t i o n a n d 

c u l t u r e o f m a n k i n d , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n a d d e d to t h e w a n t o f a con-

s i d e r a t i o n o f n a t u r a l h i s t o r y a s a c o m p r e h e n s i v e a n d n e c e s s a r y 

m e a n s o f e d u c a t i o n , a n d a b o v e al l the u n c e r t a i n w a v e r i n g o f t h e 

g r o u n d - p r i n c i p l e s o n w h i c h t h e w h o l e e d u c a t i o n a n d t e a c h i n g 

r e s t e d at Y v e r d o n , d e c i d e d m e n o t o n l y to t a k e m y p u p i l s b a c k to 

t h e i r p a r e n t s ' h o u s e , b u t t o a b a n d o n a l t o g e t h e r m y p r e s e n t e d u c a -

t iona l w o r k , in o r d e r to e q u i p m y s e l f , b y r e n e w e d s t u d y at s o m e 

G e r m a n u n i v e r s i t y , w i t h t h a t d u e k n o w l e d g e o f n a t u r a l s c i e n c e 

w h i c h n o w s e e m e d to m e q u i t e i n d i s p e n s a b l e f o r an e d u c a t o r . 

In t h e y e a r 1 8 1 0 I r e t u r n e d f r o m Y v e r d o n b y B e r n , S c h a f f -

h a u s e n , a n d S t u t t g a r t to F r a n k f u r t . 

I s h o u l d h a v e p r e p a r e d to g o to t h e u n i v e r s i t y at o n c e , b u t 

f o u n d m y s e l f o b l i g e d to r e m a i n a t m y p o s t t i l l t h e J u l y o f t h e 

f o l l o w i n g y e a r . T h e p i e c e - m e a l c o n d i t i o n of t h e m e t h o d s o f 

t e a c h i n g a n d o f e d u c a t i o n w h i c h s u r r o u n d e d m e h u n g h e a v y o n 

m y m i n d , s o t h a t I w a s e x t r e m e l y g l a d w h e n at las t I w a s a b l e 

to s h a k e m y s e l f f r e e f r o m m y p o s i t i o n . 

In t h e b e g i n n i n g o f J u l y 1 8 1 1 I w e n t to G o t t i n g e n . 1 w e n t 

u p at o n c e , a l t h o u g h it w a s i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e s e s s i o n , b e c a u s e 

I fe l t t h a t I s h o u l d r e q u i r e s e v e r a l m o n t h s to s e e m y w a y t o w a r d s 

h a r m o n i s i n g m y i n w a r d w i t h m y o u t w a r d life, a n d r e c o n c i l i n g m y 

t h o u g h t s w i t h m y act ions . A n d it w a s i n t r u t h s e v e r a l m o n t h s 

b e f o r e I g a i n e d p e a c e w i t h i n m y s e l f , a n d b e f o r e I a r r i v e d at that 

u n i t y w h i c h w a s so n e c e s s a r y to m e , b e t w e e n m y i n w a r d a n d m y 

o u t w a r d l i fe , a n d at t h e e q u a l l y n e c e s s a r y h a r m o n y b e t w e e n a i m , 

c a r e e r , a n d m e t h o d . 

M a n k i n d a s a w h o l e , a s o n e g r e a t u n i t y , h a d n o w b e c o m e m y 

q u i c k e n i n g t h o u g h t . I k e p t t h i s c o n c e p t i o n c o n t i n u a l l y b e f o r e m y 

m i n d . I s o u g h t a f t e r p r o o f s o f it i n m y l i t t le w o r l d w i t h i n , a n d 

i n t h e g r e a t w o i l d w i t h o u t m e ; I d e s i r e d b y m a n y a s t r u g g l e 

t o w i n it, a n d t h e n to set it w o r t h i l y for th . A n d t h u s I 

w a s led b a c k to t h e f irst a p p e a r a n c e o f m a n u p o n o u r e a r t h , to 

t h e land w h i c h f i rs t s a w m a n , a n d to t h e first m a n i f e s t a t i o n 

o f m a n k i n d , h i s s p e e c h . 

L i n g u i s t i c s t u d i e s , t h e l e a r n i n g o f l a n g u a g e s , p h i l o l o g y , e t c . , 

n o w f o r m e d t h e o b j e c t o f m y at tack. T h e s t u d y of O r i e n t a l 

t o n g u e s s e e m e d to m e t h e c e n t r a l point , t h e f o u n t a i n h e a d , 

w h i t h e r m y s e a r c h w a s l e a d i n g m e ; a n d at o n c e I b e g a n u p o n 

t h e m w i t h H e b r e w a n d A r a b i c . I h a d a d i m idea o f o p e n i n g u p 

a path t h r o u g h t h e m t o o t h e r A s i a t i c t o n g u e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e 

o f I n d i a * a n d P e r s i a . I w a s p o w e r f u l l y s t i m u l a t e d a n d a t t rac ted 

b y w h a t I h a d h e a r d a b o u t t h e s t u d y of t h e s e l a n g u a g e s , t h e n i n 

i t s e a r l y y o u t h — n a m e l y , t h e a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

b e t w e e n P e r s i a n a n d G e r m a n . G r e e k a l s o at tracted m e in q u i t e 

a s p e c i a l w a y o n a c c o u n t o f i ts i n n e r f u l n e s s , o r g a n i s a t i o n , a n d 

r e g u l a r i t y . M y w h o l e t i m e a n d e n e r g y w e r e d e v o t e d to t h e t w o 

l a n g u a g e s I h a v e n a m e d . t B u t I d id not g e t f a r w i t h H e b r e w in 

s p i t e o f m y g e n u i n e z e a l a n d m y str ic t w a y w i t h m y s e l f , b e c a u s e 

b e t w e e n t h e m a n n e r o f l o o k i n g at a l a n g u a g e c o n g e n i a l to m y 

m i n d a n d t h e m a n n e r in w h i c h t h e e l e m e n t a r y lesson b o o k pre-

s e n t e d it to m e , l a y a v a s t c h a s m w h i c h I c o u l d find n o m e a n s to 

b r i d g e o v e r . In t h e f o r m i n w h i c h l a n g u a g e w a s o f fered to m e , I 

c o u l d find a n d s e e no m e a n s o f m a k i n g it a l i v i n g s t u d y ; a n d y e t , 

n e v e r t h e l e s s , n o t h i n g w o u l d h a v e d r a w n m e f r o m m y l i n g u i s t i c 

s t u d i e s h a d I n o t b e e n a s s u r e d b y e d u c a t e d m e n t h a t t h e s e 

s tudies , e s p e c i a l l y m y w o r k on I n d i a n a n d P e r s i a n t o n g u e s , w e r e 

in r e a l i t y q u i t e b e s i d e t h e m a r k a t w h i c h I a i m e d . H e b r e w 

a l s o w a s a b a n d o n e d ; but , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , G r e e k i r r e s i s t i b l y 

e n t h r a l l e d m e , a n d n e a r l y al l m y t i m e a n d e n e r g y w e r e finally 

g i v e n to i ts s t u d y , w i t h t h e h e l p o f t h e b e s t b o o k s . 

I w a s n o w f r e e , h a p p y , i n g o o d m e n t a l a n d b o d i l y h e a l t h a n d 

v i g o u r , a n d I g a i n e d p e a c e w i t h i n m y s e l f a n d w i t h o u t , t h r o u g h 

hard w o r k , i n t e r r u p t e d o n l y b y a n i n d i s p o s i t i o n w h i c h kept m e to 

m y r o o m f o r a f e w w e e k s . A f t e r w o r k i n g al l d a y a lone , I u s e d to 

w a i k out l a t e in t h e e v e n i n g , s o t h a t at l e a s t I m i g h t r e c e i v e a 

g r e e t i n g f r o m t h e f r i e n d l y b e a m s o f t h e s e t t i n g sun. T o i n -

* Sanskrit is here probably meant, 

t Hebrew and Arabic. 



v i g ó r a t e m y s p i r i t a s w e l l a s m y b o d i l y f r a m e I w o u l d w a l k o n 

t i l l n e a r m i d n i g h t i n t h e b e a u t i f u l n e i g h b o u r h o o d w h i c h s u r r o u n d s 

G o t t i n g e n . T h e g l i t t e r i n g s t a r r y s k y h a r m o n i s e d w e l l w i t h m y 

t h o u g h t s , a n d a n e w o b j e c t w h i c h a p p e a r e d i n t h e h e a v e n s a t t h i s 

t i m e , a r o u s e d m y w o n d e r i n a n e s p e c i a l d e g r e e . I k n e w b u t 

l i t t le o f a s t r o n o m y , a n d t h e e x p e c t e d a r r i v a l o f a l a r g e c o m e t * 

w a s , t h e r e f o r e , q u i t e u n k n o w n to m e ; so that I f o u n d o u t t h e 

c o m e t for m y s e l f , a n d t h a t w a s a s o u r c e o f s p e c i a l a t t r a c t i o n . 

T h i s o b j e c t a b s o r b e d m y c o n t e m p l a t i o n i n t h o s e s i l e n t n i g h t s , a n d 

the t h o u g h t o f t h e a l l - e m b r a c i n g , w i d e - s p r e a d i n g s p h e r e o f l a w 

a n d o r d e r a b o v e , d e v e l o p e d a n d s h a p e d i t s e l f i n m y m i n d w i t h 

e s p e c i a l f o r c e d u r i n g m y n i g h t - w a n d e r i n g s . I o f t e n t u r n e d b a c k 

h o m e t h a t I m i g h t n o t e d o w n in t h e i r f r e s h n e s s t h e r e s u l t s o f 

t h e s e m u s i n g s ; a n d t h e n a f t e r a s h o r t s l e e p I r o s e a g a i n to 

p u r s u e m y s t u d i e s . 

In t h i s w a y t h e las t h a l f o f t h e s u m m e r s e s s i o n p a s s e d q u i c k l y 

a w a y , a n d M i c h a e l m a s a r r i v e d . 

T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f m y i n n e r l i fe h a d m e a n w h i l e i n s e n s i b l y 

d r a w n m e l i t t le b y l i t t le q u i t e a w a y f r o m t h e s t u d y of l a n g u a g e s , 

a n d led m e t o w a r d s t h e d e e p e r - l y i n g u n i t y o f n a t u r a l o b j e c t s . 

M y e a r l i e r p l a n g r a d u a l l y r e a s s e r t e d i tse l f , t o s t u d y N a t u r e in h e r 

first f o r m s a n d e l e m e n t s . B u t t h e f u n d s w h i c h s t i l l r e m a i n e d to 

m e w e r e n o w too s m a l l to p e r m i t o f t h e l o n g e r r e s i d e n c e at t h e 

u n i v e r s i t y w h i c h t h a t p l a n n e c e s s i t a t e d . A s I h a d n o t h i n g a t al l 

n o w to d e p e n d u p o n s a v e m y o w n u n a i d e d p o w e r s , I at first 

t h o u g h t to g a i n m y o b j e c t b y t u r n i n g t h e m t o s o m e p r a c t i c a l 

a c c o u n t , s u c h a s l i t e r a r y w o r k . I h a d a l r e a d y b e g u n to p r e p a r e 

f o r this , w h e n a n u n e x p e c t e d l e g a c y c h a n g e d m y w h o l e p o s i t i o n . 

U p to n o w I h a d had o n e a u n t st i l l l i v i n g , a s i s t e r o f m y m o t h e r ' s , 

w h o h a d s p e n t al l t h e b e s t y e a r s o f h e r l i f e i n m y n a t i v e vi l lage ' , 

e n j o y i n g e x c e l l e n t h e a l t h a n d f r e e f r o m c a r e . B y h e r s u d d e n 

» T h e comet of 1811, one of the most brilliant of the present century was 
an equal surprise to the most skilled astronomers as to Froebel Observations 
of its path have led to a belief that it has a period of 300 years ; so that it was 
possibly seen by our ancestors in 1511, and may be seen by our remote 
descendants in 211 x. The appearance of this comet was synchronous with an 
unusually fine vintage harvest, and " w i n e of the great Comet year" was lone 
held in great esteem. b 

d e a t h I o b t a i n e d , in a m a n n e r I h a d l i t t le e x p e c t e d , t h e m e a n s 

o f p u r s u i n g m y m u c h - d e s i r e d s t u d i e s . T h i s o c c u r r e n c e m a d e a 

v e r y d e e p i m p r e s s i o n u p o n m e , b e c a u s e th is l a d y w a s t h e s i s t e r 

o f t h a t u n c l e o f m i n e w h o s e d e a t h h a d e n a b l e d m e to t r a v e l f r o m 

G r o s s M i l c h o w to F r a n k f u r t , a n d so first se t m e u p o n m y c a r e e r 

a s a n educator . A n d n o w a g a i n t h e d e a t h of a l o v e d o n e m a d e it 

p o s s i b l e f o r m e t o a t ta in h i g h e r c u l t u r e i n t h e s e r v i c e o f t h i s 

c a r e e r . B o t h b r o t h e r a n d s i s t e r h a d l o v e d w i t h t h e c l o s e s t a f f e c -

t ion m y o w n m o t h e r , d e a d so far too s o o n , a n d th is l o v e t h e y h a d 

e x t e n d e d to h e r c h i l d r e n a f t e r h e r . M a y t h e s e t w o l o v i n g a n d 

b e l o v e d o n e s w h o t h r o u g h t h e i r d e a t h g a v e m e a h i g h e r l i fe a n d a 

h i g h e r v o c a t i o n , l i v e f o r e v e r t h r o u g h m y w o r k a n d m y c a r e e r . 

M y p o s i t i o n w a s n o w a v e r y p l e a s a n t one, a n d I fe l t s o o t h i n g a n d 

c h e e r i n g i n f l u e n c e s s u c h a s h a d not v i s i t e d m e b e f o r e . 

In t h e a u t u m n h o l i d a y s , too, a f r i e n d l y h o m e w a s r e a d y to 

r e c e i v e m e . B e s i d e s t h e c o u n t r y - c l e r g y m a n b r o t h e r , w h o so o f t e n 

w a s a p o w e r f o r g o o d in m y l i fe , I h a d a n o t h e r b r o t h e r , a l s o o l d e r 

t h a n I, w h o h a d b e e n l i v i n g m o r e t h a n t e n y e a r s a s a w e l l -

e s t a b l i s h e d t r a d e s m a n a n d c i t i z e n in O s t e r o d e , a m o n g s t t h e 

H a r z M o u n t a i n s ; h e a d of a q u i e t , s e l f - c o n t a i n e d , h a p p y f a m i l y , 

a n d f a t h e r o f s o m e fine c h i l d r e n . M y p r e v i o u s l i fe a n d e n d e a v o u r s 

a s a n e d u c a t o r h a d a l r e a d y b r o u g h t m e into c o n n e c t i o n w i t h th is 

c i r c l e ; f o r I h a d n o t fa i led w h e n e v e r I f o u n d a n y t h i n g s u i t a b l e to 

m y b r o t h e r ' s n e e d s to let h i m k n o w of it, a s h e w a s t h e c o n s c i e n -

t i o u s t e a c h e r a n d e d u c a t o r o f h i s o w n c h i l d r e n . It w a s in t h i s 

p e a c e f u l , a c t i v e f a m i l y - c i r c l e o f an i n t e l l e c t u a l t r a d e s m a n ' s h o m e 

that I p a s s e d a l l t h e v a c a t i o n t i m e d u r i n g w h i c h t h e u n i v e r s i t y 

r e g u l a t i o n s r e l e a s e d m e f r o m v i g o r o u s w o r k . It c o u l d not p r o v e 

o t h e r w i s e t h a n that s u c h a v i s i t s h o u l d b e o f the g r e a t e s t s e r v i c e 

to m e in m y g e n e r a l d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d I r e m e m b e r it w i t h t h a n k -

f u l n e s s e v e n y e t o n t h a t a c c o u n t . 

I r e t u r n n o w to m y u n i v e r s i t y l i fe. P h y s i c s , c h e m i s t r y , 

m i n e r a l o g y , a n d n a t u r a l h i s t o r y in g e n e r a l , w e r e m y p r i n c i p a l 

s tudies . 

T h e i n n e r l a w a n d o r d e r e m b r a c i n g al l t h i n g s , a n d i n itself 

c o n d i t i o n e d a n d n e c e s s i t a t e d , n o w p r e s e n t e d i tse l f to m e i n s u c h 

c l e a r n e s s that I c o u l d s e e n o t h i n g e i t h e r i n n a t u r e o r i n l i fe in 

w h i c h it w a s not m a d e m a n i f e s t , a l t h o u g h v a r y i n g g r e a t l y a c c o r d i n g 
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to its s e v e r a l manifestat ions, in c o m p l e x i t y and in gradation. Just 

at this t i m e those great d iscover ies o f t h e F r e n c h and E n g l i s h 

p h i l o s o p h e r s b e c a m e g e n e r a l l y k n o w n through w h i c h t h e great 

manifold external w o r l d w a s s e e n to f o r m a c o m p r e h e n s i v e outer 

unity . A n d the l a b o u r s o f t h e G e r m a n and S w e d i s h phi losophers 

to e x p r e s s these essent ia l ly condit ioned f u n d a m e n t a l l a w s in t e r m s 

of w e i g h t and n u m b e r , so that t h e y m i g h t be studied and under-

stood' in their most exact e x p r e s s i o n , and in the i r m u t u a l inter-

change and connection, fitted in e x a c t l y w i t h m y o w n longings 

and e n d e a v o u r s . Natura l sc ience and natura l researches n o w 

s e e m e d to m e , w h i l e t h e m s e l v e s b e l o n g i n g to a distinct p l a n e of 

vital p h e n o m e n a , the foundation and cornerstones w h i c h s e r v e d to 

m a k e c lear and definite the l a w s and the p r o g r e s s o f the develop-

ment, the cul ture , and t h e education o f m a n k i n d . 

It w a s but natural that s u c h s tudies s h o u l d total ly a b s o r b m e , 

o c c u p y m y w h o l e energies , a n d k e e p m e most b u s i l y e m p l o y e d . 

I studied c h e m i s t r y and p h y s i c s w i t h t h e greatest poss ible zeal, 

but the teaching o f t h e latter did not s a t i s f y m e so thoroughly as 

that of the former. 

W h a t in the current hal f -year 's t e r m I w a s regarding rather 

from a theoretical standpoint , I in tended in the n e x t hal f -year to 

s t u d y pract ical ly a s a factor of actual l i f e : hence I passed to 

organic c h e m i s t r y and g e o l o g y . * T h o s e l a w s w h i c h I w a s ab le 

to o b s e r v e in N a t u r e I desired to t race also in the l ife and pro-

ceedings of man, w h e r e f o r e I a d d e d to m y p r e v i o u s s tudies 

history, politics, and polit ical e c o n o m y . T h e s e practical depart-

ments o f k n o w l e d g e brought v i v i d l y h o m e to m e the great truth 

that the most v a l u a b l e w e a l t h a m a n can p o s s e s s l ies in a 

cult ivated mind, and in its sui table e x e r c i s e upon matters g r o w i n g 

out o f i ts o w n natura l condit ions. I s a w f u r t h e r that w e a l t h 

arose quite a s much from v i g o u r o f product ion as from s a v i n g b y 

economical u s e ; and that those product ions w e r e the most v a l u a b l e 

of a l l , w h i c h w e r e the o u t c o m e and representat ion o f lofty ideas 

or r e m a r k a b l e thoughts ; and finally, that pol it ics itself w a s in i ts 

essence but a m e a n s of upl i f t ing m a n from t h e necessi t ies of 

N a t u r e and of l ife to t h e f r e e d o m of the spir i t and the wi l l . 

W h i l e I r e c e i v e d m u c h benef i t f r o m t h e l e c t u r e s on n a t u r a l 

h i s t o r y at the u n i v e r s i t y , I could not fall in w i t h the v i e w s held 

there as to fixed f o r m s — c r y s t a l l o g r a p h y , m i n e r a l o g y , and n a t u r a l 

phi losophy . F r o m w h a t I had heard of t h e n a t u r a l h i s t o r y 

lectures o f P r o f e s s o r W e i s s in B e r l i n , I fe l t s u r e that I could 

acquire a correct v i e w of both t h e s e s u b j e c t s f r o m h i m . A n d 

a lso s ince m y m e a n s w o u l d not a l l o w m e to s t a y e v e n so long as one 

ent i re session m o r e at Gött ingen, w h i l s t on t h e other hand I might 

h o p e at B e r l i n to e a r n e n o u g h b y teaching to m a i n t a i n a longer 

u n i v e r s i t y career there , I c a m e to the conclus ion to go to B e r l i n 

at the b e g i n n i n g of t h e n e x t w i n t e r session to s t u d y m i n e r a l o g y , 

g e o l o g y , and c r y s t a l l o g r a p h y u n d e r W e i s s , a s w e l l as to do s o m e 

w o r k at p h y s i c s and p h y s i c a l l a w s . 

A f t e r a s tay of a f e w w e e k s w i t h m y b r o t h e r at Osterode, I 

w e n t to B e r l i n in O c t o b e r 1 8 1 2 . 

T h e lectures for w h i c h I had so "longed r e a l l y c a m e u p to the 

n e e d s o f m y m i n d and soul , a n d a w a k e n e d in m e , m o r e 

f e r v e n t than e v e r , the cer ta inty of the d e m o n s t r a b l e inner con-

nection of the w h o l e cosmical d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e u n i v e r s e . I 

s a w a lso the possibi l i ty o f m a n ' s b e c o m i n g conscious of this 

a b s o l u t e uni ty of the universe , as w e l l as of t h e d i v e r s i t y of th ings 

and a p p e a r a n c e s w h i c h is p e r p e t u a l l y u n f o l d i n g itself w i t h i n that 

u n i t y ; and then, w h e n I had m a d e clear to m y s e l f , and b r o u g h t 

f u l l y h o m e to m y consciousness , the v i e w that t h e inf ini te ly v a r i e d 

p h e n o m e n a in m a n ' s life, w o r k , thought, f e e l i n g , and posit ion, 

w e r e all s u m m e d u p in t h e u n i t y o f his p e r s o n a l ex is tence , I felt 

m y s e l f ab le to t u r n m y thoughts once m o r e to educat ional pro-

b l e m s . 

T o m a k e sure of m y p o w e r to mainta in m y s e l f at the u n i v e r s i t y , 

I undertook s o m e teaching at a p r i v a t e school o f good r e p u t a t i o n . * 

M y w o r k here, b e y o n d the suff ic ient s u p p o r t it af forded m e d u r i n g 

res idence, had no p o s i t i v e effect u p o n t h e e n d e a v o u r of m y l i fe, 

for I found nei ther h igh intel l igence, lofty a ims, nor u n i t y in t h e 

course of instruction. 

* The Plamann School, an institution of considerable merit. Plamann was 
a pupil of Pestalozzi. One of the present writers studied crystallography later 
on with a professor who had been a colleague of Froebel's in this same school, 
and who himself was also a pupil of Pestalozzi. 

HS, 



T h e f a t e f u l y e a r 1 8 1 3 h a d n o w b e g u n . A l l m e n g r a s p e d 

1 o n : a n o t h e r t o fly t o — -
s a v a M n t h p ' A x * h ° m e ' * * t F U e ' 3 b i r t h P l a c e > 1 ^ ^ t 
M v h o m e , f ' C 0 U l d n 0 t f e e I t h a t 1 h a d a F a t h e r l a n d . * 
M y h o m e s e n t u p no e r y t o m e ; I w a s n o P r u s s i a n , t a n d t h u s it 

c a m e a b o u t t h a t t h e u n i v e r s a l ca l l to a r m s (in B e r l i n ) a f f e c t d m 

m m y r e t , r e d life, b u t l i t t le . It w a s qu\te a n o t h e r s e n x W 

w h i c h d r e w m e t o j o i n t h e r a n k s o f G e r m a n s o l d i e r s ; m y 

fix d W 3 S , P ° T b l y S m a 1 1 ' b u t ^ d e t e r m i n a t i o n w a s L Z 
f i x e d a s t h e r o c k s t h e m s e l v e s . 3 

T h i s s e n t i m e n t w a s t h e c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f a p u r e G e r m a n 

a n d s u b l i m e i d e a l ; o n e w h i c h I e a r n e s t l y d e s i r e d m i ^ h t m a k e 

B e s i d e i V l - ^ a I 1 ^ G e r m a n y 
B e s i d e s t h e fidelity w i t h w h i c h I d u n g to m y a v o c a t i o n a s a n 

e d u c a t o r a l s o i n f l u e n c e d m y a c t i o n i n t h i s m a t t e r : E v e n i f I could 

ZZXIX!had a Fatherland'1 must 

that e v e r y b o y , t h a t e v e r y chi ld , w h o m i g h t p e r h a p s l a t e r on 

c o m e to b e e d u c a t e d b y m e w o u l d h a v e a F a t h e r l a n d , th thTs 

F a t h e r l a n d w a s n o w r e q u i r i n g d e f e n c e , a n d that t h e c h i l d w a s n o 

n a p o s i t i o n to s h a r e in t h a t d e f e n c e . It did not s e e m p o s s i b l e 

to i m a g i n e t h a t a y o u n g m a n c a p a b l e o f b e a r i n g a r m s c o u l d r e f b s e d t o ^ f H ^ ^ ^ W h ~ 

r e f u s e d to d e f e n d w i t h h i s b l o o d a n d e v e n w i t h h i s l i fe i f n e e d 

w e r e ; that h e w h o n o w did n o t f e e l a s h a m e d to s h r i n k from 

b l o w s could e x i s t w i t h o u t b l u s h i n g i n a f t e r y e a r s , o r c o u l d i n c i * 

m s p u p i l s to do s o m e t h i n g n o b l e , s o m e t h i n g c a l l i n g f o r a c r i f i e 

noble spirks * £ 7 * ^ * 

found in German n , t i „ „ a I life » ' j j ™ ' < ° b « 

power-, for the most part, held aloof ? ^ ° e r m a n 

a n d f o r u n s e l f i s h n e s s , w i t h o u t e x p o s i n g h i m s e l f to t h e i r d e r i s i o n 

a n d c o n t e m p t . S u c h w a s t h e s e c o n d m a i n r e a s o n w h i c h i n -

f l u e n c e d m e . 

T h i r d l y , t h i s s u m m o n s to w a r s e e m e d to m e a n e x p r e s s i o n of 

t h e g e n e r a l n e e d o f t h e m e n , t h e land, a n d t h e t i m e s a m i d s t w h i c h 

I l i v e d , a n d I fe l t t h a t it w o u l d b e a l t o g e t h e r u n w o r t h y a n d un-

m a n l y to s tand b y w i t h o u t fighting f o r th is g e n e r a l n e e d , a n d 

w i t h o u t t a k i n g m y s h a r e in w a r d i n g of f t h e g e n e r a l d a n g e r . 

B e f o r e t h e s e c o n v i c t i o n s al l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s g a v e w a y , e v e n that 

o f m y b o d i l y c o n s t i t u t i o n , w h i c h w a s f a r too w e a k l y f o r s u c h a l i fe . 

A s c o m r a d e s I s e l e c t e d t h e L ü t z o w e r s : a n d at E a s t e r t i d e 1 8 1 3 

I a r r i v e d at D r e s d e n o n m y road to j o i n t h e i n f a n t r y d i v i s i o n of 

L ü t z o w ' s c o r p s at L e i p z i g . * T h r o u g h t h e r e t i r e d n a t u r e o f m y 

s e l f - c o n c e n t r a t e d l i fe it c a m e a b o u t n a t u r a l l y t h a t I , a l t h o u g h a 

r e g u l a r l y m a t r i c u l a t e d s t u d e n t , h a d h e l d a l o o f f r o m t h e o t h e r 

s t u d e n t s , a n d h a d g a i n e d n o s e t t l e d a c q u a i n t a n c e a m o n g s t t h e m ; 

t h u s , o u t o f al l t h e v i g o r o u s c o m r a d e s w h o m I m e t at D r e s d e n , 

m a n y o f w h o m w e r e l i k e m y s e l f , B e r l i n s t u d e n t s , I d id not find 

o n e m a n I k n e w . I m a d e b u t f e w n e w f r i e n d s in t h e a r m y , a n d 

t h e s e f e w I w a s fated to e n c o u n t e r o n t h e first d a y o f m y e n t r a n c e 

into m y n e w w o r k of s o l d i e r i n g . O u r s e r g e a n t at t h e f i rs t 

m o r n i n g hal t a f t e r o u r m a r c h out f r o m D r e s d e n , i n t r o d u c e d m e 

t o a c o m r a d e f r o m E r f u r t as a T h ü r i n g e r , a n d t h e r e f o r e a f e l l o w -

c o u n t r y m a n . T h i s w a s L a n g e t h a l ; a n d c a s u a l l y a s o u r a c q u a i n t -

* The Baron von Lützow formed his famous volunteer corps in March 1813. 

Iiis instructions were to harass the enemy by constant skirmishes, and to 

encourage the smaller German states to rise against the tyrant Napoleon. The 

corps became celebrated for swift, dashing exploits in small bodies. Froebel 

seems to have been with the main body, and to have seen little of the more 

active doings of his regiment. Their favourite title was "Lützow's Wilde 

Verwegene Schaar " (Lützow's Wild Bold Troop). Amongst the volunteers were 

many distinguished men ; for instance, the poet Körner, whose volume of war 

poetry, much of it written during the campaign, is still a great favourite. One 

of the poems, " Lützow's Wilde Jagd " (" Lützow's Wild Chase"), is of world-wide 

fame through the musical setting of the great composer Weber. In June 1813 

came the armistice of which Froebel presently speaks. During the fresh out-

break of war after the armistice the corps was cut to pieces. It was reorganised, 

and we find it on the Rhine in December of the same year. It was finally 

dissolved after Napoleon's abdication and exile to Elba, 20th April, and the 

peace of Paris 30th May, 1814. 



a n c e t h u s b e g a n , , t p r o v e d to b e a l a s t i n g f r i e n d s h i p . O u r first 

t Z I W 3 S t 0 M e i S S e n ' W h C r e W C h a l t e d - W e h a d e n j o y e d 
W e l y s p r i n g w e a t h e r d u r i n g o u r m a r c h , a n d o u r r e p o s e w a s 

g l a d d e n e d b y a sti l l l o v e l i e r e v e n i n g . I ¿ u n d a l l t h e u n i " 

t u d e n t s o f t h e c o r p s , d r i v e n b y a . i k e i m p u l s e , co l lected t o g e t h e r n 

an o p e n p l a c e b y the s h o r e s o f E l b e a n d n e a r a p u b l i c r e s t a u r a n 

an s o m e old M e i s s e n w i n e soon s e r v e d u s a s ' b o n d o f u n i o n ' 

W e sat a b o u t t w e n t y s t r o n g in a j o l l y g r o u p at a l o n g t a b l e T d 

b e g a n b y w e l c o m i n g a n d p l e d g i n g o n e a n o t h e r to f r i e n d s h p It 

w a s h e r e t h a t L a n g e t h a l i n t r o d u c e d m e to a u n i v e r s t y S n d 

M r ^ t i t t°Un| MMdend°rff' 3 ^ ^ ^ S t u d - " 
M a r k K e e p i n g t o g e t h e r i n a m e r r y l i t t le s o c i e t y t i l l t h e m i d d l e 

to h , y ; r n g n ! g h t ' W e U n i t e d n e x t m o r n i n g i n a v i s i t 
to t h e s p l e n d i d c a t h e d r a l o f M e i s s e n . T h u s f r o m t h e v e r y f ir 

d id w e t h r e e j o i n fast in a c o m m o n s t r u g g l e t o w a r d s a n d o n 

b e a i o t h e h i g h e r l i fe , a n d e v e n i f w e h a v ^ o t a l w a y s r e m a n 

n h e l i k e c l o s e o u t w a r d b o n d s o f union, w e h a v e f r o m th " 

o his, n o w n e a r u p o n fifteen y e a r s , n e v e r lost o u r c o m r a d e ! 

m h e i n n e r h f e a n d o u r c o m m o n e n d e a v o u r a f t e r s e l f - e d u c a 7 o n 

B o t h L a n g e t h a l a n d M i d d e n d o r f f h a d a th ird f r iend, n a m e d B a u e r 

a m o n g s t o u r c o m r a d e s o f t h e c a m p . W i t h h i m ¿ s o , a s I A i n k 

I m a d e a c q u a i n t a n c e a s e a r l y a s at M e i s s e n but it , ' ' 

p a r t i c u l a r l y at H a v e l b e r g , l a t e r on, that E r ^ ^ 

a f r i e n d s h i p t o g e t h e r , w h i c h h a s e v e r s i n c e e n d u r e d . E v e n w h e n 

w e h a v e n o t b e e n t o g e t h e r in o u t w a r d l i fe , w e h a v e a l w a y s 

r e m a i n e d o n e in o u r e n d e a v o u r s a f t e r the h i g h e s t a n d b e s t 

tpstmsm mmmmm 
of Germany, King of Prussia. Markgraf of B r a n d e n b u i " Z 7c l o w " 
the importance attached to this most ancient dignity. T h e Mark of Brand 
b Z ~ ^ f f *ldend°rffii6emS Sn , ng t 

• 5 ^ f 0 r g 0 U e n t h 3 t ^ ° t i g i " M i d d e ^ d o l f f w t a 

B a u e r c l o s e d t h e n a r r o w c i rc le o f m y f r i e n d s a m o n g s t o u r c o m -

p a n i o n s i n a r m s . * 

I r e m a i n e d t r u e to m y p r e v i o u s w a y of l i fe a n d t h o u g h t i n t h e 

m a n n e r i n w h i c h I v i e w e d m y n e w s o l d i e r l i fe. M y m a i n c a r e 

w a s a l w a y s to e d u c a t e m y s e l f f o r t h e a c t u a l c a l l i n g w h i c h at t h e 

m o m e n t I w a s f o l l o w i n g ; t h u s , a m o n g s t t h e first t h i n g s I t o o k i n 

h a n d w a s a n a t t e m p t a t finding t h e i n n e r n e c e s s i t y a n d c o n n e c t i o n 

of t h e v a r i o u s p a r t s o f t h e dr i l l a n d t h e m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e s , in 

w h i c h , w i t h o u t a n y p r e v i o u s a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s , 

I m a n a g e d , in c o n s e q u e n c e o f m y m a t h e m a t i c a l a n d p h y s i c a l 

k n o w l e d g e , to s u c c e e d v e r y f a i r l y a n d w i t h o u t a n y g r e a t d i f f i c u l t y . 

I w a s a b l e to p r o t e c t m y s e l f , t h e r e f o r e , a g a i n s t m a n y s m a l l 

r e p r i m a n d s , w h i c h fe l l t o l e r a b l y f r e q u e n t l y o n t h o s e w h o h a d 

t h o u g h t t h i s o r t h a t i n s t r u c t i o n m i g h t b e l i g h t l y p a s s e d o v e r a s 

too t r iv ia l to b e a t t e n d e d to. It c a m e a b o u t in t h i s w a y , 

w h e n w e w e r e c o n t i n u a l l y d r i l l i n g , a f t e r t h e c e s s a t i o n o f t h e 

a r m i s t i c e , t h a t t h e m i l i t a r y e x e r c i s e s w e p e r f o r m e d g a v e m e 

g e n u i n e p l e a s u r e o n a c c o u n t o f t h e i r r e g u l a r i t y , t h e i r c l e a r n e s s , 

a n d t h e p r e c i s i o n o f the i r e x e c u t i o n . In p r o b i n g into the ir n a t u r e 

I could s e e f r e e d o m b e n e a t h t h e i r r e c o g n i s e d n e c e s s i t y . 

D u r i n g t h e l o n g s o j o u r n of o u r c o r p s in H a v e l b e r g p r e v i o u s l y 

a l l u d e d to, I s t r e n g t h e n e d m y i n n e r l i fe , so f a r a s t h e m i l i t a r y 

s e r v i c e p e r m i t t e d , b y s p e n d i n g a l l t h e t i m e I c o u l d in t h e o p e n 

* Of Bauer little further is to be known. H e was afterwards professor in 

the Frederick-William Gymnasium (Grammar School) in Berlin, but has no 

further connection with Froebel's career. On the other hand, a few words on 

Langethal and Middendorff seem necessary here. Heinrich Langethal was born 

in Erfurt, September 3rd, 1792. He joined Froebel at Keilhau in 1817. He 

was a faithful colleague of Froebel's there, and at Willisau and Burgdorf, but 

finally left him at the last place, and undertook the management of a girls' 

school at Bern. l i e afterwards became a minister in Schleusingen, returning 

eventually to Keilhau. One of the present writers saw him there in 1871. 

H e was then quite blind, but happy and vigorous, though in his eightieth 

year. He died in 1883. Wilhelm Middendorff, the closest and truest friend 

Froebel ever had, without whom, indeed, he could not exist, because each 

formed the complement of the other's nature, was born at Brechten, near 

Dortmund, in Westphalia, September 20th, 1793, and died at Keilhau Novem-

ber 27th, 1853, a little over a year after his great master. (Froebel had passed--

away at Marienthal July 21st, 1852.) 



air , i n c o m m u n i o n w i t h N a t u r e , to a p e r c e p t i o n of w h o s e l o v e l i -

n e s s a p e r u s a l o f G . F o r s t e r ' s " T r a v e l s i n R h i n e l a n d " h a d 

n e w l y u n l o c k e d m y s e n s e s . * 

W e f r i e n d s took a l l o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f m e e t i n g o n e a n o t h e r . B y -

a n d - b y w e s e t to w o r k to m a k e t h i s e a s i e r b y t h r e e o f u s a p p l y i n g 

to b e q u a r t e r e d t o g e t h e r . 

In t h e r o u g h , f r a n k l i fe o f w a r , m e n p r e s e n t e d t h e m s e l v e s to 

m e u n d e r v a r i o u s a s p e c t s , a n d s o b e c a m e a s p e c i a l o b j e c t o f m y 

t h o u g h t s a s r e g a r d s t h e i r c o n d u c t , a n d t h e i r a c t i v e w o r k , a n d 

m o s t o f al l a s to t h e i r h i g h e r v o c a t i o n . M a n a n d t h e e d u c a t i o n 

of m a n w a s t h e s u b j e c t w h i c h o c c u p i e d u s l o n g a n d o f t e n in o u r 

w a l k s , a n d in o u r o p e n - a i r l i f e g e n e r a l l y . It w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y 

t h e s e d i s c u s s i o n s w h i c h d r e w m e f o r c i b l y t o w a r d s M i d d e n d o r i f 

t h e y o u n g e s t o f u s . ' 

I l i k e d w e l l o u r l i f e o f the b i v o u a c , b e c a u s e it m a d e s o m u c h 

of h i s t o r y c l e a r to m e ; a n d t a u g h t m e , too, t h r o u g h o u r o f t -

c o n t i n u e d a n d s e v e r e l y l a b o r i o u s m a r c h e s a n d m i l i t a r y m a n œ u v r e s 

t h e i n t e r c h a n g i n g m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s o f b o d y a n d spirit . It s h o w e d 

m e h o w l i t t le the i n d i v i d u a l m a n b e l o n g s to h i m s e l f i n w a r t i m e • 

h e i s b u t an a t o m in a g r e a t w h o l e , a n d a s s u c h a l o n e m u s t h e b e 

c o n s i d e r e d . 

T h r o u g h t h e c h a n c e o f o u r c o r p s b e i n g f a r r e m o v e d f r o m t h e 

a c t u a l s e a t o f w a r , w e l i v e d o u r s o l d i e r l i fe , a t least I did in a 

sort o f d r e a m , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e s e v e r e e x e r t i o n s c a u s e d b y o u r 

m i l i t a r y m a n œ u v r e s , a n d w e h e a r d o f t h e w a r o n l y in t h e s a m e 

s l e e p y w a y . N o w a n d t h e n , at L e i p z i g , at D a l e n b u r g , a t B r e m e n 

Ansichten vom Nieder Rhein, Flandern, Holland, England, Frankreich 

m April, Mai, und Juni 1790" ("Sketcheson the Lower Rhine, Flanders "etc ) 

Johann Georg Forster (l 7 5 4 ~ l 794), the author of this book, accompanied 

his father, the naturalist, in Captain Cook's journey round the world l i e 

hen settled .11 Warrington (England) in 1 7 6 7 ; taught languages, and trans-

lated many foreign books into English, etc. He left England in i 7 7 7 and 

served many princes on the Continent as librarian, historiographer,' etc 

amongst others the Czarina Catherine. He was librarian to the Elector of 

Mainz when the French Revolution broke out, and was sent as a deputation 

to Fans by the republicans of that town, who desired union with France H e 

died at Pans in ,794. His prose is considered classical in Germany, having 

the lightness of French and the power of English gained through his large 

knowledge of those literatures. ** 

Autobiography of Froebel. 

a t B e r l i n , w e s e e m e d to w a k e u p ; b u t s o o n s a n k b a c k into f e e b l e 

d r e a m i n e s s aga in . It w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y d e p r e s s i n g a n d w e a l 

to m e n e v e r to b e a b l e to g r a s p o u r p o s i t i o n a s p a r t o f t h e g r e a t ^ 

w h o l e o f t h e c a m p a i g n , a n d n e v e r to find a n y s a t i s f a c t o r y eXple " ~ 

t ion of t h e r e a s o n or t h e a i m of o u r m a n œ u v r e s . T h a t w a s m y 

c a s e at l e a s t ; o t h e r s m a y h a v e s e e n b e t t e r a n d c l e a r e r t h a n I. 

I g a i n e d o n e c l e a r b e n e f i t f r o m t h e c a m p a i g n ; in t h e c o u r s e o f 

t h e a c t u a l s o l d i e r l i fe I b e c a m e e n t h u s i a s t i c u p o n t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t s 

o f t h e G e r m a n l a n d a n d t h e G e r m a n p e o p l e ; m y e f for ts t e n d e d to 

b e c o m e n a t i o n a l in t h e i r s c o p e . A n d i n g e n e r a l , so far a s m y 

f a t i g u e s a l l o w e d , I k e p t t h e s e n s e o f m y f u t u r e pos i t ion a l w a y s 

b e f o r e m e ; e v e n in t h e l i t t le s k i r m i s h e s t h a t w e h a d to t a k e p a r t 

in I w a s a b l e to g a t h e r s o m e e x p e r i e n c e s w h i c h I s a w w o u l d b e 

u s e f u l to m e in m y f u t u r e w o r k . 

O u r c o r p s m a r c h e d t h r o u g h t h e M a r k , * a n d in t h e l a t t e r p a r t of 

A u g u s t t h r o u g h P r i e g n i t z , M e c k l e n b u r g , t h e d i s t r i c t s o f B r e m e n 

a n d H a m b u r g , a n d H o l s t e i n , a n d in t h e last d a y s o f 1 8 1 3 w e 

r e a c h e d t h e R h i n e . T h e p e a c e ( M a y 30th, 1 8 1 4 ) p r e v e n t e d u s 

f r o m s e e i n g P a r i s , a n d w e w e r e s t a t i o n e d in the N e t h e r l a n d s till 

t h e b r e a k i n g u p of t h e c o r p s . A t last, in J u l y 1 8 1 4 , e v e r y o n e 

w h o d id n o t c a r e to s e r v e l o n g e r h a d p e r m i s s i o n to r e t u r n to h i s 

h o m e a n d t o h i s f o r m e r c a l l i n g . U p o n m y e n t r a n c e into a c o r p s 

o f P r u s s i a n s o l d i e r s I h a d r e c e i v e d , t h r o u g h t h e i n f l u e n c e o f s o m e 

g o o d f r i e n d s , t h e p r o m i s e o f a post u n d e r t h e P r u s s i a n G o v e r n -

m e n t — n a m e l y , that o f a s s i s t a n t at the m i n e r a l o g i c a l m u s e u m of 

B e r l i n , u n d e r W e i s s . T h i t h e r t h e n , a s t h e n e x t p l a c e o f m y 

d e s t i n e d w o r k , I t u r n e d m y s t e p s . I d e s i r e d a l s o to s e e t h e 

R h i n e a n d t h e M a i n , a n d m y b i r t h p l a c e a s w e l l ; so I w e n t b y 

D ü s s e l d o r f b a c k to L ü n e n , a n d t h e n c e b y M a i n z , F r a n k f u r t , a n d 

R u d o l s t a d t to B e r l i n . 

T h u s I h a d l i v e d t h r o u g h the w h o l e c a m p a i g n a c c o r d i n g to m y 

s t r e n g t h , g r e a t e r or l e s s , in a s t e a d y i n n e r s t r u g g l e t o w a r d s u n i t y 

a n d h a r m o n y of l i fe , b u t w h a t o f o u t w a r d s i g n i f i c a n c e a n d w o r t h 

reco l lec t ion h a d I r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e s o l d i e r ' s l i f e ? I l e f t t h e 

a r m y a n d t h e w a r l i k e c a r e e r w i t h a tota l f e e l i n g o f d i s c o n t e n t . 

M y i n n e r y e a r n i n g f o r u n i t y a n d h a r m o n y , f o r i n w a r d p e a c e , 

* The Mark of Brandenburg. 



w a s so p o w e r f u l that it s h a p e d i tsel f unconscious ly i n t o 

s y m b o l i c a l f o r m and figure. In a ceaseless , inexpl icable , a n x i o u s 

state of longing and unrest , I had passed through m a n y pret ty 

places and m a n y g a r d e n s on m y h o m e w a r d w a y , w i t h o u t a n y of 

t h e m p l e a s i n g me. In this mood I reached F , and entered 

a fa i r ly large and h a n d s o m e l y - s t o c k e d f l o w e r garden. I a a z e d a t 

all the v igorous plants and f r e s h g a y f l o w e r s it offered me" but n o 

flower took m y fancy. A s I passed all the m a n y varied beaut ies 

of the g a r d e n in r e v i e w before m y mind, it fel l upon m e s u d d e n l y 

that I missed the l i ly. I a s k e d the o w n e r o f the garden if he had 

no Idles there , and h e q u i e t l y repl ied, No ! W h e n I e x p r e s s e d 

m y surpr ise , I w a s a n s w e r e d a s quie t ly as be fore that hi therto 

no one had missed the l i ly. It w a s thus that I c a m e to k n o w w h a t 

I missed and longed for. H o w could m y i n n e r nature h a v e 

e x p r e s s e d itself more b e a u t i f u l l y in w o r d s ? " T h o u art s e e k i n g 

s i lent p e a c e f u l n e s s of heart , h a r m o n y of life, c lear pur i ty of soul 

b y the s y m b o l of this silent, p u r e , s i m p l e l i l y . " T h a t garden, in 

its beaut i fu l v a r i e t y , but w i t h o u t a l i ly , a p p e a r e d to m e as a ¡ a y 

l ife passed through and s q u a n d e r e d w i t h o u t uni ty and h a r m o n y 

A n o t h e r d a y I s a w m a n y l o v e l y l i l ies b looming in the garden 

o f a h o u s e in the country . G r e a t w a s m y j o y ; but, a l a s ! t h e y 

w e r e separated from m e b y a hedge . L a t e r on I s o l v e d t h i s 

s y m b o l a l s o ; and until its solution i m a g e and longing r e m a i n e d 

stored in m y m e m o r y . O n e t h i n g I o u g h t to n o t i c e - n a m e l y , that 

in t h e place w h e r e I w a s v a i n l y s e e k i n g for l i l ies in the garden 

side y C a r S ° l d C 3 m e U P t r U S t f u I l y a n d S t 0 0 d m y 

I hastened to the scene o f m y n e w duties. H o w v a r i o u s l y the 

d i f ferent o u t w a r d c i rcumstances o f m y life henceforth affected m e 

as to the l ife within, n o w that this had w o n for itself once m o r e a n 

assured indiv idual form, a n d h o w m y life again r e s u m e d its 

r u e and highest aspect, I m u s t p a s s o v e r here, s ince to d e v e l o p 

these considerat ions w i t h al l t h e i r connect ions w o u l d take m e too 

In the first d a y s o f A u g u s t 1 8 1 4 I a r r i v e d at Ber l in , and at 

once received m y promised a p p o i n t m e n t . M y dut ies busied m e 

h e g r e a t e r par t o f the d a y a m o n g s t minerals , d u m b w i t n e s s e s 

to the s i lent thousand-fold c r e a t i v e e n e r g y o f Nature, and I had 

to s e e to the i r a r r a n g e m e n t in a locked, per fect ly quiet room. 

W h i l e engaged o n this w o r k I cont inual ly p r o v e d to be true w h a t 

had long b e e n a p r e s e n t i m e n t w i t h m e — n a m e l y , that e v e n in 

these so-called l i feless stones and f r a g m e n t s of rock, torn from their 

original bed, there lay g e r m s of t ransforming, d e v e l o p i n g e n e r g y 

and act iv i ty . A m i d s t the d i v e r s i t y of f o r m s around me, I recognised 

u n d e r all k i n d s of var ious modif icat ions one l a w of d e v e l o p m e n t . 

A l l the points that in Got t ingen I had thought I traced a m i d s t 

o u t w a r d c ircumstances , c o n f i r m a t o r y of the order of t h e soul ' s 

d e v e l o p m e n t , c a m e b e f o r e m e here also, in a hundred and 

again a h u n d r e d p h e n o m e n a W h a t I had recognised in th ings 

g r e a t or noble, or *in the l ife o f man, or in the w a y s of God, 

a s s e r v i n g t o w a r d s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of the h u m a n race, I found 

I could here recognise also in the smal les t of these fixed forms 

w h i c h N a t u r e a l o n e had shaped. I s a w c lear ly , a s n e v e r y e t I 

had seen before , that the g o d l i k e is not a lone in the g r e a t ; for the 

godl ike is also in the v e r y small , it a p p e a r s in all its f u l n e s s and 

p o w e r in t h e most m i n u t e d imensions . A n d thereafter m y r o c k s 

and c r y s t a l s s e r v e d m e as a mirror w h e r e i n I might d e s c r y man-

kind, and man's d e v e l o p m e n t and history. T h e s e th ings b e g a n to 

stir p o w e r f u l l y w i t h i n me ; and w h a t I n o w v a g u e l y p e r c e i v e d I 

w a s soon to v i e w m o r e def in i te ly , and to b e ab le to s t u d y wi th 

thoroughness . 

G e o l o g y and c r y s t a l l o g r a p h y not o n l y opened u p for m e a h i g h e r 

c i rc le of k n o w l e d g e and insight , but also s h o w e d m e a h i g h e r goal 

for m y inquiry , m y speculat ion, and m y endeavour . Nature and 

m a n n o w s e e m e d to m e m u t u a l l y to e x p l a i n each other, through 

al l their n u m b e r l e s s v a r i o u s s tages of d e v e l o p m e n t . Man, a s I 

s a w , r e c e i v e s f r o m a k n o w l e d g e o f natural objects, e v e n because 

of their i m m e n s e deep-seated divers i ty , a foundation for , and a 

g u i d a n c e t o w a r d s , a k n o w l e d g e of h i m s e l f and o f life, and a p r e -

parat ion for the manifestat ion of that k n o w l e d g e . W h a t I t h u s 

c lear ly perce iyed in t h e s i m p l e r natural objects I soon traced in the 

p r o v i n c e of l iv ing Nature , in plants and g r o w i n g things, so far as 

t h e s e c a m e u n d e r m y observat ion, and in the animal k i n g d o m as w e l l . 

S o o n I b e c a m e w h o l l y p e n e t r a t e d and absorbed by the thought 

that it m u s t b e b e y o n d e v e r y t h i n g e lse v i ta l to man's cu l ture and 

d e v e l o p m e n t , to the sure at ta inment of his dest iny and fu l f i lment 
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of h i s v o c a t i o n , to d i s t i n g u i s h t h e s e t e n d e n c i e s a c c u r a t e l y a n d 

s h a r p l y not o n l y i n t h e i r s e p a r a t e a s c e n d i n g g r a d e s , b u t a l s o 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e c a r e e r o f l i fe . M o r e o v e r , I m a d e a r e s o l u -

tion t h a t f o r s o m e t i m e I w o u l d d e v o t e m y s e l f t o t h e s t u d y o f t h e 

h i g h e r m e t h o d s o f t e a c h i n g , so a s to fit m y s e l f a s a t e a c h e r in o n e 

of t h e h i g h e r c e n t r e s o f e d u c a t i o n , a s , f o r e x a m p l e , o n e o f t h e 

u n i v e r s i t i e s , if t h a t m i g h t be . B u t it w a s n o t l o n g b e f o r e I f o u n d 

a d o u b l e d e f i c i e n c y , w h i c h q u i c k l y d i s c o u r a g e d m e i n t h i s d e s i g n . 

F o r , f i r s t l y , I w a n t e d a f u n d o f s p e c i a l l y l e a r n e d a n d c l a s s i c a l 

c u l t u r e ; a n d n e x t , I w a s g e n e r a l l y d e f i c i e n t i n t h e p r e p a r a t o r y 

s t u d i e s n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e h i g h e r b r a n c h e s o f n a t u r a l s c i e n c e . T h e 

a m o u n t o f i n t e r e s t i n t h e i r w o r k s h o w n b y u n i v e r s i t y s t u d e n t s 

w a s , at the s a m e t i m e , n o t a t a l l s e r i o u s e n o u g h to a t t r a c t m e to 

s u c h a c a r e e r . 

I s o o n p e r c e i v e d a d o u b l e t r u t h : first, t h a t a m a n m u s t b e 

e a r l y l e d t o w a r d s t h e k n o w l e d g e of n a t u r e a n d i n s i g h t i n t o 

h e r m e t h o d s — t h a t is , h e m u s t b e f r o m t h e first s p e c i a l l y 

t r a i n e d w i t h th is o b j e c t in v i e w ; a n d n e x t , I s a w that a m a n , t h u s 

led t h r o u g h al l t h e d u e s t a g e s o f a l i f e - d e v e l o p m e n t s h o u l d in 

o r d e r to be q u i t e s u r e to a c c o m p l i s h i n al l s t e a d i n e s s , c l e a r n e s s , 

a n d c e r t a i n t y h i s a i m , h i s v o c a t i o n , a n d h i s d e s t i n y , b e g u a r d e d 

f r o m t h e v e r y b e g i n n i n g a g a i n s t a c r o w d o f m i s c o n c e p t i o n s a n d 

b l u n d e r s . T h e r e f o r e I d e t e r m i n e d to d e v o t e m y s e l f r a t h e r to t h e 

g e n e r a l s u b j e c t o f t h e e d u c a t i o n of m a n . 

T h o u g h t h e s p l e n d i d l e c t u r e s I h e a r d o n m i n e r a l o g y , c r y s t a l l o -

g r a p h y , g e o l o g y , etc. , l e d m e t o s e e t h e u n i f o r m i t y o f N a t u r e i n 

h e r w o r k i n g , y e t a h i g h e r a n d g r e a t e r u n i t y l a y i n m y o w n m i n d . 

T o g i v e a n e x a m p l e , it w a s a l w a y s m o s t u n s a t i s f a c t o r y t o m e to 

s e e f o r m d e v e l o p e d f r o m a n u m b e r o f v a r i o u s g r o u n d - f o r m s . T h e 

o b j e c t w h i c h n o w l a y b e f o r e m y e f f o r t s a n d m y t h o u g h t w a s to 

b r i n g o u t t h e h i g h e r u n i t y u n d e r l y i n g e x t e r n a l f o r m i n s u c h a 

s e l f - e v i d e n t s h a p e t h a t it s h o u l d s e r v e a s a t y p e o r p r i n c i p l e 

w h e n c e al l o t h e r f o r m s m i g h t b e d e r i v e d . B u t a s I , h e l d t h e l a w s 

of f o r m to b e fixed, n o t o n l y f o r c r y s t a l s , b u t a l s o j u s t a s firmly 

f o r l a n g u a g e , it w a s m o r e p a r t i c u l a r l y a d e e p p h i l o s o p h i c a l v i e w 

of l a n g u a g e w h i c h e v e n t u a l l y a b s o r b e d m y t h o u g h t s . A g a i n , 

i d e a s a b o u t l a n g u a g e w h i c h I h a d c o n c e i v e d l o n g a g o i n S w i t z e r -

l a n d c r o w d e d b e f o r e m y m i n d . It s e e m e d to m e t h a t t h e v o w e l s 

a, o, u, e, i, ci, an, ei, r e s e m b l e d , so t o s p e a k , f o r c e , sp ir i t , the 

( i n n e r ) s u b j e c t , w h i l s t t h e c o n s o n a n t s s y m b o l i s e d m a t t e r , b o d y , 

t h e ( o u t e r ) o b j e c t . B u t j u s t a s i n l i fe a n d i n n a t u r e al l o p p o s i t e s 

a r e o n l y r e l a t i v e l y o p p o s e d , a n d w i t h i n e v e r y c irc le , e v e r y s p h e r e , 

b o t h o p p o s i t e s a r e f o u n d t o b e conta ined, so a l s o in l a n g u a g e o n e 

p e r c e i v e s w i t h i n t h e s p h e r e o f s p e e c h - t o n e s t h e t w o o p p o s i t e s o f 

s u b j e c t a n d o b j e c t . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e s o u n d i d e p i c t s t h e a b s o l u t e 

s u b j e c t , t h e c e n t r e , a n d t h e s o u n d a t h e a b s o l u t e m a t e r i a l o b j e c t ; 

t h e s o u n d e s e r v e s f o r l i fe a s s u c h , f o r e x i s t e n c e i n g e n e r a l ; a n d 

o f o r i n d i v i d u a l l ife, f o r a n e x i s t e n c e n a r r o w e d to i t se l f a lone . 

L a n g u a g e , n o t a l o n e a s t h e m a t e r i a l f o r t h e e x p r e s s i o n of 

t h o u g h t , b u t a l s o a s a t y p e or e p i t o m e of a l l f o r m s a n d m a n i f e s t a -

t ions o f l ife, a p p e a r e d to m e to u n d e r l i e t h e u n i v e r s a l l a w s of 

e x p r e s s i o n . In o r d e r to l e a r n t h e s e l a w s t h o r o u g h l y , a s e x e m p l i -

fied i n t h e t e a c h i n g of t h e c lass ica l l a n g u a g e s , I n o w r e t u r n e d 

a g a i n to t h e s t u d y of t h e s e latter , u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e o f a c l e v e r 

t e a c h e r ; a n d I b e g a n to s t r i k e out t h e s p e c i a l p a t h w h i c h s e e m e d 

to m e a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y to b e f o l l o w e d in t h e i r a c q u i s i t i o n . 

F r o m th is t i m e o n w a r d s I g a v e al l m y t h o u g h t s to m e t h o d s o f 

e d u c a t i o n , w h e r e t o I w a s a l s o f u r t h e r inc i ted b y s o m e k e e n 

cr i t ica l l e c t u r e s o n t h e h i s t o r y o f a n c i e n t p h i l o s o p h y . T h e s e 

a g a i n a f f o r d e d m e a c l e a r c o n v i c t i o n of t h e s o u n d n e s s o f m y v i e w s 

o f N a t u r e a n d of t h e l a w s o f h u m a n d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h r o u g h m y w o r k at t h e d y n a m i c a l , c h e m i c a l , and m a t h e m a t i c a l 

a s p e c t s o f N a t u r e I c a m e o n c e m o r e u p o n t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e 

l a w s of n u m b e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y a s m a n i f e s t e d t h r o u g h figures ; a n d 

t h i s led m e to a p e r f e c t l y f r e s h g e n e r a l v i e w of t h e s u b j e c t — 

n a m e l y , t h a t n u m b e r s h o u l d b e r e g a r d e d as h o r i z o n t a l l y r e l a t e d . * 

T h a t w a y of c o n s i d e r i n g t h e s u b j e c t l e a d s o n e to v e r y s i m p l e 

f u n d a m e n t a l c o n c e p t i o n s o f a r i t h m e t i c , w h i c h , w h e n a p p l i e d i n 

p r a c t i c e , p r o v e to b e a s a c c u r a t e a s t h e y a r e c l e a r . T h e c o n n e c t i o n 

* It is to be regretted that Froebel has not developed this point more fully 

He speaks of " die Betrachtung des Zahlensinnes in horizont.iler oder .Seiten-

Richtung," and one would be glad of further detaSs of this view of number. 

W e think that the full expression of the thought here shadowed out, is to be 

found in the Kindergarten occupations of mat-weaving, stick-laying, etc., in 

their arithmetical aspect. Certainly in these occupaiions, instead of number 

being built up as with bricks, etc., it is laid along horizontally. 



of these (dynamica l and a r i t h m e t i c a l ) p h e n o m e n a w a s demonstrably 

a p p a r e n t to m e ; s ince a r i t h m e t i c m a y be considered, firstly, as 

t h e o u t w a r d e x p r e s s i o n of t h e manifestat ion o f force, secondly (in 

its re lat ionship to m a n ) , a s a n e x a m p l e of the l a w s o f h u m a n 

thought . 

O n all sides, through n a t u r e as wel l as through history, 

through life as w e l l a s t h r o u g h science (and as regards t h e 

latter through p u r e sc ience a s w e l l as through the appl ied 

branches) , I w a s thus e n c o u n t e r e d and a p p e a l e d to b y the u n i t y , 

t h e s impl ic i ty , and the u n a l t e r a b l y necessary course, o f h u m a n 

d e v e l o p m e n t and h u m a n e d u c a t i o n . I b e c a m e impel led b y an 

irresist ible i m p u l s e t o w a r d s t h e setting forth of that uni ty and 

s impl ic i ty , w i t h all the force , both of m y p e n and o f m y life, 

in the shape o f a n educat ional s y s t e m . I felt that education as 

w e l l as sc ience w o u l d ga in b y w h a t I m a y call a m o r e h u m a n , 

related, affi l iated, connected t r e a t m e n t and consideration of t h e 

subjects o f education. 

I w a s led to this convict ion o n another ground, as f o l l o w s : — 

A l t h o u g h m y fr iends L a n g e t h a l , Middendorff, and B a u e r s e r v e d 

w i t h m e all through the w a r i n t h e same corps, and e v e n in the 

s a m e battalion, w e w e r e a g r e a t d e a l apart t o w a r d s t h e c lose o f 

the campaign, espec ia l ly at t h e t i m e w e w e r e quartered in the 

Netherlands, so that I, at all e v e n t s , at the disbanding o f the corps, 

k n e w not w h i t h e r the o t h e r s h a d gone. It w a s , therefore , an 

unexpected p l e a s u r e w h e n , a f t e r a w h i l e , I found them all at Ber l in 

again. M y fr iends p u r s u e d t h e i r theological studies w i t h earnest-

ness, and I m y natura l sc ience ; therefore, at first w e c a m e litt le 

into contact w i t h one another . 

So passed severa l months , w h e n suddenly l ife t h r e w u s closer 

together again. T h i s c a m e a b o u t through the call to a r m s in 1 8 1 5 . 

W e al l enl isted again together a s volunteers . O n account of o u r 

p r e v i o u s service, and b y r o y a l f a v o u r , w e w e r e at once promoted 

to officer's rank, and each o n e w a s appointed to a reg iment . 

H o w e v e r , there w a s such a t h r o n g of vo lunteers that it w a s not 

n e c e s s a r y for a n y S t a t e of f ic ia ls to be called upon to l e a v e the i r 

posts, or for s tudents to i n t e r r u p t their studies, and w e therefore 

received counter-orders c o m m a n d i n g us to stay at home. 

Middendorf f , w h o felt sure of h i s s p e e d y departure for t h e a r m y , 

pre ferred not to take lodgings for the short t i m e of h i s s t a y in 

Ber l in , and as there w a s room e n o u g h in m i n e for us both, h e 

c a m e and s tayed w i t h me. Y e t w e still s e e m e d to d r a w 

v e r y little c loser together at first, because o f the d i v e r s i t y o f o u r 

p u r s u i t s ; but soon a bond of union w o v e i tsel f again, w h i c h w a s 

al l the stronger on that v e r y account. L a n g e t h a l and Middendorf f 

had e n d e a v o u r e d to secure a suf f ic iency for their s u p p o r t at t h e 

u n i v e r s i t y b y tak ing p r i v a t e tutorships in famil ies , m a k i n g such 

a r r a n g e m e n t s as that their u n i v e r s i t y s tudies should not be 

interfered wi th . In t h e b e g i n n i n g of their w o r k all s e e m e d s i m p l e 

and easy , but t h e y soon c a m e upon diff icult ies both as r e g a r d s the 

teaching and the t ra in ing o f the chi ldren entrusted to t h e m . A s 

o u r f o r m e r c o n v e r s a t i o n s had so of ten turned upon t h e s e v e r y 

subjects t h e y n o w c a m e to m e to consult m e , espec ia l ly a b o u t 

mathematica l teaching and ar i thmetic , and w e set apart t w o h o u r s 

a w e e k , in w h i c h I g a v e t h e m instruction o n these matters . F r o m 

this m o m e n t o u r m u t u a l interchange o f thought again b e c a m e 

a n i m a t e d and continuous. 



H e r e t h e a u t o b i o g r a p h y b r e a k s of f a b r u p t l y . H e r r W i c h a r d 

L a n g e h a d s o m e t r o u b l e i n d e c i p h e r i n g it f r o m F r o e b e l ' s a l m o s t 

u n r e a d a b l e r o u g h draf t , a n d h e r e a n d t h e r e h e h a d e v e n to g u e s s 

at a w o r d o r so. F r o e b e l h a d i n t e n d e d to p r e s e n t th is l e t t e r t o 

t h e D u k e of M e i n i n g e n at t h e c l o s e o f 1 8 2 7 , w h e n t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s 

b e g a n to be h e l d a b o u t a p r o p o s e d N a t i o n a l E d u c a t i o n a l I n s t i t u -

tion at H e l b a , to b e m a i n t a i n e d b y t h e d u k e , a f t e r t h e s i m i l a r 

p r o p o s a l m a d e to t h e P r i n c e o f R u d o l s t a d t f o r Q u i t t e l s d o r f e a r l i e r 

i n the y e a r h a d b r o k e n d o w n . It i s not k n o w n w h e t h e r t h e pre-

s e n t d r a f t w a s e v e r f i n i s h e d , p r o p e r l y c o r r e c t e d , a n d p o l i s h e d into 

p e r m a n e n t f o r m , n o r w h e t h e r it w a s e v e r d e l i v e r e d to t h e d u k e . 

It is h i g h l y p r o b a b l e t h a t w e h a v e h e r e a l l that F r o e b e l a c c o m -

p l i s h e d t o w a r d s it. It m a y b e a d d e d t h a t s o o n a f t e r F r o e b e l ' s 

r e p e a t e d p l a n s a n d d r a f t s f o r t h e H e l b a I n s t i t u t i o n h a d c u l m i n a t e d 

in the f inal e x t e n s i v e w e l l - k n o w n p l a n o f t h e s p r i n g o f 1829, t h e 

w h o l e s c h e m e fe l l t h r o u g h , f r o m t h e j e a l o u s y o f t h e p r i n c e ' s 

a d v i s e r s , w h o f e a r e d F r o e b e l ' s i n f l u e n c e t o o m u c h to a l l o w h i m 

e v e r to g e t a f o o t i n g a m o n g s t t h e m . 

A n o t h e r f r a g m e n t o f a u t o b i o g r a p h y , g o i n g o n to a f u r t h e r p e r i o d 

o f h i s l i fe , o c c u r s in a l o n g l e t t e r to t h e p h i l o s o p h e r K r a u s e , * 

dated K e i l h a u , 24th M a r c h , 1828, i n r e p l y to a n art ic le w r i t t e n b y 

K r a u s e f i v e y e a r s b e f o r e ( 1 8 2 3 ) in O k e n ' s j o u r n a l , t h e w e l l - k n o w n 

Isis, t in w h i c h art ic le K r a u s e h a d f o u n d faul t w i t h F r o e b e l ' s t w o 

e x p l a n a t o r y e s s a y s o n K e i l h a u , w r i t t e n in 1 8 2 2 , s e p a r a t e l y p u b -

l i shed, a n d a p p e a r i n g a l s o in t h e Isis, b e c a u s e K e i l h a u w a s t h e r e 

p u t f o r w a r d a s " a n e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n for a l l G e r m a n y " 

( A l l g e m e i n e D e u t s c h e E r z i e h u n g s - A n s t a l t ) , w h e r e a s K r a u s e d e s i r e d 

it should r a t h e r s t y l e i t se l f " a G e r m a n i n s t i t u t i o n for u n i v e r s a l 

* Car! Christian Friedrich Kiause, an eminent philosopher, and the most 

learned writer on freemasonry in his day, was born in 1781, at Eisenberg, in 

Saxony. From 180; to 1804 he was a professor at Jena, afterwards teaching in 

Dresden, Gottingen, and Munich, at which latter place he died in 1832. 

f Lorenz Oken, the famous naturalist and man of science, was born at 

Rohlsbach, in Swabia, 1st August, 1779. (His real name was Ockenfuss.) In 

1812 Oken was appointed ordinary professor of natural history at Jena, and ir> 

1816 he founded his celebrated journal, the Isis, devoted chiefly to science, 

but also admitting comments on political matters. The latter having given 

c u l t u r e " ( D e u t s c h e A n s t a l t f u r A l l g e m e i n e m e n s c h l i c h e B i l d u n g ) . 

T h e r a p i d g r o w t h of K e i l h a u g a v e F r o e b e l at the t i m e n o l e i s u r e f o r 

c o n t r o v e r s y . I n 1827 b e g a n t h e c r u e l p e r s e c u t i o n s w h i c h e v e n t u a l l y 

c o m p e l l e d h i m to l e a v e K e i l h a u . N o w w h e n e v e r F r o e b e l w a s 

u n d e r t h e p r e s s u r e o f o u t w a r d d i f f i c u l t y , h e a l w a y s s o u g h t for 

h e l p f r o m w i t h i n , a n d f r o m h i s i n w a r d c o n t e m p l a t i o n d e r i v e d 

n e w c o u r a g e a n d n e w s t r e n g t h to f a c e h i s t r o u b l e s . O u t o f s u c h 

m u s i n g s i n t h e p r e s e n t t i m e of a d v e r s i t y t h e l o n g - a w a i t e d r e p l y 

t o K r a u s e at l e n g t h e m e r g e d . T h e d i s p u t a t i v e p a r t , i n t e r e s t i n g 

i n i tse l f , d o e s not h e r e c o n c e r n u s . W e p a s s at o n c e to t h e b r i e f 

s k e t c h o f h i s l i fe c o n t a i n e d i n l a t e r p a r t s o f t h e le t ter , o m i t t i n g 

w h a t i s n o t a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l . T h e e a r l i e r o f t h e s e p a s s a g e s 

r e l a t e m o r e s u c c i n c t l y t h e e v e n t s o f t h e s a m e p e r i o d a l r e a d y m o r e 

f u l l y d e s c r i b e d in t h e l e t t e r to t h e D u k e of M e i n i n g e n ; b u t w e 

t h i n k it b e t t e r to p r i n t t h e p a s s a g e s in fu l l , in s p i t e o f t h e i r b e i n g 

to a g r e a t e x t e n t a r e p e t i t i o n of w h a t h a s g o n e b e f o r e . C e r t a i n 

d i f f e r e n c e s , h o w e v e r , w i l l b e f o u n d not u n w o r t h y o f not ice . 

T h e K r a u s e l e t t e r s u c c e e d e d t h e o t h e r a n d m o r e i m p o r t a n t 

l e t t e r (to the D u k e o f M e i n i n g e n ) b y s o m e f e w m o n t h s . I ts 

i m m e d i a t e o u t c o m e w a s a w a r m f r i e n d s h i p b e t w e e n K r a u s e a n d 

F r o e b e l ; t h e l a t t e r , w i t h M i d d e n d o r f f a s h i s c o m p a n i o n , j o u r n e y -

i n g to G o t t i n g e n to m a k e t h e p h i l o s o p h e r ' s p e r s o n a l a c q u a i n t a n c e , 

i n t h e a u t u m n o f 1828. L o n g d i s c u s s i o n s o n e d u c a t i o n took p l a c e 

at th is i n t e r e s t i n g m e e t i n g , a s w e k n o w f r o m L e o n h a r d i , K r a u s e ' s 

p u p i l . K r a u s e m a d e F r o e b e l a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e w o r k s of 

C o m e n i u s , a m o n g s t o t h e r t h i n g s , a n d i n t r o d u c e d h i m to t h e w h o l e 

l e a r n e d s o c i e t y o f G o t t i n g e n , w h e r e h e m a d e a g r e a t , i f a 

s o m e w h a t p e c u l i a r , i m p r e s s i o n . 

offence to the Court of Weimar, Oken was called upon either to resign 

his professorship or suppress the Isis. He chose the former alternative, sent 

in his resignation, transferred the publication of the Isis to Rudolstadt, and 

remained at Jena as a private teacher of science. In 1821 he broached in the 

Isis the idea of an annual gathering of German savants, and it was carried out 

successfully at Leipzig in the following year. T o Oken, therefore, may be 

indirectly ascribed the genesis of the annual scientific gatherings common on 

the Continent, as well as of the British Association for the Advancement of 

Science, which at the outset was avowedly organised after his model. He died 

in 1851. 



PART OF FROEBEL's LETTER TO KRAUSE, DATED KEILHAU, 

24.TH MARCH, 1828. 

. . . Y o u h a v e enjoyed, w i t h o u t d o u b t , u n u s u a l g o o d f o r t u n e 

in h a v i n g p u r s u e d t h e s tr ic t path o f c u l t u r e . Y o u h a v e s a i l e d b y 

C h a r y b d i s w i t h o u t b e i n g s w a l l o w e d u p b y S c y l l a . * B u t m y 

lot h a s b e e n j u s t t h e r e v e r s e . 

A s I h a v e a l r e a d y told y o u in t h e b e g i n n i n g o f th is le t ter , I w a s 

v e r y e a r l y i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s o f l i fe in w o r d a n d 

d e e d — i n fact, a l m o s t a s s o o n a s I w a s c o n s c i o u s o f a n y t h i n g , 

l i v i n g a s a l o n e l y chi ld in a v e r y n a r r o w e d a n d n a r r o w i n g c irc le . 

A s p i r i t o f c o n t e m p l a t i o n , o f s i m p l i c i t y , a n d of c h i l d l i k e faith ; a 

s t e r n , s o m e t i m e s c r u e l , s e l f - r e p r e s s i o n ; a c a r e f u l l y - f o s t e r e d i n w a r d 

y e a r n i n g a f t e r k n o w l e d g e b y c a u s e s a n d ef fects , t o g e t h e r w i t h a n 

o p e n - a i r l i fe a m i d s t N a t u r e , e s p e c i a l l y a m i d s t t h e w o r l d o f p l a n t s , 

g r a d u a l l y f r e e d m y s o u l f r o m t h e o p p r e s s i o n o f t h e s e c o n t r a d i c -

t i o n s . T h u s , in m y t e n t h a n d e l e v e n t h y e a r s , I c a m e to d r e a m o f 

l i fe a s a c o n n e c t e d w h o l e w i t h o u t c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . E v e r y w h e r e to 

find l i fe , h a r m o n y , f r e e d o m f r o m c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , a n d so to r e c o g -

n i s e w i t h a k e e n e r a n d c l e a r e r p e r c e p t i o n t h e l i f e - u n i t y a f t e r 

w h i c h I d i m l y g r o p e d , w a s t h e s i l e n t l o n g i n g of m y hear t , t h e m a i n -

s p r i n g o f m y e x i s t e n c e . B u t t h e w a y t h i t h e r t h r o u g h t h e u s u a l 

school c o u r s e , a l l m a d e u p of s e p a r a t e p a t c h e s , c o n s i d e r i n g t h i n g s 

m e r e l y in t h e i r o u t w a r d a s p e c t , a n d c o n n e c t e d b y m e r e a r b i t r a r y 

j u x t a p o s i t i o n , w a s too l i f e l e s s to a t t r a c t m e ; I c o u l d n o t r e m e m -

b e r t h i n g s m e r e l y p u t t o g e t h e r w i t h o u t i n n e r c o n n e c t i o n , a n d s o 

it c a m e a b o u t that a f t e r t w o o f m y e l d e r b r o t h e r s h a d d e v o t e d 

t h e m s e l v e s to s t u d y , a n d b e c a u s e m y t h i r d b r o t h e r s h o w e d g r e a t 

c a p a c i t y f o r s t u d y a lso, m y o w n e d u c a t i o n w a s n a r r o w e d ; 

* Those acquainted with the classical mythology will forgive us for noting 
that Charybdis was, and is, a whirlpool on the Sicilian shore of the Straits of 
Messina, face to face with some caverns under the rock of Scylla, on the Italian 
shore, into which the waves rush at high tide with a roar not unlike a dog's 
bark. 
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b u t so m u c h t h e m o r e c l o s e l y d id a l o v i n g , g u i d i n g p r o v i d e n c e 

bind m y h e a r t in c o m m u n i o n w i t h N a t u r e . * 

In s i lent , t r u s t f u l a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h N a t u r e a n d m y m a t h e m a t i c s , 

I l i v e d f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s a f t e r m y c o n f i r m a t i o n . I n t h e l a t t e r 

p a r t o f t h e t i m e m y d u t i e s l e d m e t o w a r d s t h e s t u d y of n a t u r a l 

l a w s , a n d t h u s t o w a r d s t h e p e r c e p t i o n o f t h e u n i t y so o f t e n l o n g e d 

f o r i n s o u l a n d sp ir i t , a n d n o w at last g r a d u a l l y b e c o m i n g c l e a r 

f r o m a m i d s t t h e o u t w a r d l y c l a s h i n g p h e n o m e n a o f N a t u r e . f 

A t las t I c o u l d no l o n g e r r e s i s t t h e c r a v i n g f o r k n o w l e d g e w h i c h 

I fe l t w i t h i n m e . I t h r u s t o n o n e s i d e al l t h e o r d i n a r y school -

l e a r n i n g w h i c h I u t t e r l y f a i l e d to a p p r o p r i a t e in i ts c u s t o m a r y 

d i s c o n n e c t e d state (it w a s m e a n t o n l y to b e l e a r n e d b y rote, a n d 

th is I n e v e r c o u l d r e c o g n i s e a s t h e e x c l u s i v e c o n d i t i o n of a r e a l l y 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e c u l t u r e o f t h e h u m a n m i n d ) , a n d I w e n t up i n t h e 

m i d d l e o f m y e i g h t e e n t h y e a r to t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Jena . A s I h a d 

b e e n f o r t w o y e a r s p a s t l i v i n g c o m p l e t e l y w i t h N a t u r e a n d m y 

m a t h e m a t i c s , a n d d e p e n d e n t u p o n m y s e l f a l o n e f o r a n y c u l t u r e I 

m i g h t h a v e a r r i v e d a t , I c a m e t o t h e u n i v e r s i t y m u c h l i k e a s i m p l e 

p l a n t o f n a t u r e m y s e l f . I w a s a t t h i s t i m e p e c u l i a r l y m o v e d b y a 

l i t t le k n o w l e d g e I h a d p i c k e d u p a b o u t t h e s o l a r s y s t e m , i n c l u d i n g 

p a r t i c u l a r l y a g e n e r a l c o n c e p t i o n of K e p l e r ' s l a w s , w h e r e b y t h e 

l a w s o f t h e s p h e r e s a p p e a l e d to m e o n t h e o n e h a n d a s a n 

a l l - e m b r a c i n g , w o r l d - e n c i r c l i n g w h o l e , a n d , o n t h e o t h e r a s a n 

u n l i m i t e d i n d i v i d u a l i s a t i o n into s e p a r a t e n a t u r a l o b j e c t s . M y 

o w n c u l t u r e h a d b e e n h i t h e r t o l e f t to m y s e l f , a n d so a l s o n o w 

I h a d to s e l e c t m y o w n s t u d i e s a n d to c h o o s e m y c o u r s e s o f 

l e c t u r e s f o r m y s e l f . It w a s to b e e x p e c t e d t h a t t h e l e c t u r e s o f 

* The peculiar dreamy boy, who by his nature was set against much of his 

work, and therefore seemed but an idle fellow to his schoolmaster, was thought 

to be less gifted than his brothers, and on that account fitted not so much for 

study as for simple practical life. In Oberweissbach he was set down as 

" moonstruck." A l l this is more fully set forth in the Meiningen letter, and 

the footnotes to it. 

t This was the time when he was apprenticed to the forester in Neuhaus, 

in the Thüringer Wald, and necessarily studied mathematics, nature, and the 

culture of forest trees. Eyewitnesses have described him as extremely peculiar 

in all his ways, even to his dress, which was often fantastic H e was fond of 

.mighty boots and great waving feathers in his green hunter's-hat, etc. 



t h e p r o f e s s o r s w o u l d p r o d u c e a s i n g u l a r e f f e c t u p o n m e , a n d s o 

t h e y d i d . 

I c h o s e a s m y c o u r s e s n a t u r a l h i s t o r y , p h y s i c s , a n d m a t h e m a t i c s ^ 

b u t I w a s l i t t le s a t i s f i e d . I s e l d o m g a i n e d w h a t I e x p e c t e d . 

E v e r y w h e r e I s o u g h t f o r a s o u n d m e t h o d d e r i v i n g i t se l f f r o m t h e 

f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e l y i n g a t t h e root o f t h e s u b j e c t in h a n d , a n d 

a f t e r w a r d s s u m m i n g up a l l d e t a i l s in to t h a t u n i t y a g a i n ; e v e r y -

w h e r e I s o u g h t f o r r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e q u i c k e n i n g i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n 

o f parts , a n d f o r t h e e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e i n n e r a l l - p e r v a d i n g r e i g n o f 

l a w . O n l y a f e w l e c t u r e s m a d e s o m e p o o r a p p r o a c h to s u c h 

m e t h o d s , b u t I f o u n d n o t h i n g of t h e s o r t in t h o s e w h i c h w e r e m o s t 

i m p o r t a n t to m e , p h y s i c s a n d m a t h e m a t i c s . E s p e c i a l l y r e p u g n a n t 

to m e w a s t h e p i e c e - m e a l p a t c h w o r k o f f e r e d to u s i n g e o m e t r y , 

a l w a y s s e p a r a t i n g a n d d i v i d i n g , n e v e r u n i t i n g a n d c o n s o l i d a t i n g . 

I w a s , h o w e v e r , p e r f e c t l y f a s c i n a t e d w i t h t h e m a t h e m a t i c a l 

r u l e s o f " c o m b i n a t i o n , p e r m u t a t i o n , a n d v a r i a t i o n , " b u t u n h a p p i l y 

I could n o t g i v e m u c h t i m e to the ir s t u d y , w h i c h I h a v e r e g r e t t e d 

e v e r s ince . O t h e r w i s e , w h a t I l e a r n e d f r o m the l e c t u r e s w a s too 

s l ight f o r w h a t I w a n t e d , b e i n g , u n l u c k i l y , a l t o g e t h e r f o r e i g n to 

m y n a t u r e , a n d m o r e o f t e n a m e r e g e t t i n g o f r u l e s b y h e a r t r a t h e r 

t h a n an u n f o l d i n g o f p r i n c i p l e s . T h e t h e o r e t i c a l a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

c o u r s e s o n v a r i o u s s u b j e c t s d id n o t a t t r a c t m e e i t h e r , s o m e t h i n g 

a b o u t t h e m a l w a y s k e p t m e a t a d i s t a n c e ; a n d f r o m w h a t I 

h e a r d of t h e m a m o n g s t m y f e l l o w - s t u d e n t s , I c o u l d g a t h e r t h a t 

h e r e , too, a l l w a s p r e s e n t e d i n a n a r b i t r a r y f a s h i o n , u n n a t u r a l l y 

d i v i d e d , c u t u p , so to s p e a k , in to l i f e l e s s m o r s e l s ; so t h a t it w a s 

u s e l e s s for m y i n n e r l i fe t o s e e k f o r sat is fact ion in t h o s e r e g i o n s o f 

s t u d y . B u t a s I sa id a b o v e , t h e r e w e r e s o m e of t h e l e c t u r e s w h i c h 

f o s t e r e d m y i n t e r e s t in t h e i n n e r c o n n e c t i o n of al l v i t a l p h e n o m e n a , 

a n d e v e n h e l p e d m e to t r a c e it w i t h s o m e c e r t a i n t y in s o m e f e w 

r e s t r i c t e d c irc les . 

B u t m y financial p o s i t i o n d id not p e r m i t m e to r e m a i n l o n g a t 

t h e u n i v e r s i t y ; a n d a s m y s t u d i e s w e r e t h o s e w h i c h fitted t h e 

s t u d e n t f o r p r a c t i c a l p r o f e s s i o n a l l i fe , t h o u g h t h e y w e r e r e g a r d e d 

f r o m a h i g h e r p o i n t o f v i e w b y m y s e l f i n t h e p r i v a c y o f m y 

o w n t h o u g h t s , I h a d to r e t u r n t o o r d i n a r y e v e r y - d a y w o r k , a n d 

u s e t h e m a s a m e a n s to e a r n m y l i v i n g . Y e t , t h o u g h I l i v e d t h e 

o u t w a r d b u s i n e s s l i fe to a l l a p p e a r a n c e , it r e m a i n e d e v e r f o r e i g n 

t o m y n a t u r e ; I c a r r i e d m y o w n w o r l d w i t h i n m e , a n d it w a s t h a t 

f o r w h i c h I c a r e d a n d w h i c h I c h e r i s h e d . M y o b s e r v a t i o n of l i f e 

( a n d e s p e c i a l l y that o f m y o w n life, w h i c h I p u r s u e d w i t h t h e 

o b j e c t o f s e l f - c u l t u r e ) , j o i n e d w i t h t h e l o v e o f N a t u r e a n d w i t h 

m a t h e m a t i c s t o w o r k c r e a t i v e l y u p o n m e ; a n d t h e y u n i t e d to fill 

m y l i t t le m e n t a l w o r l d w i t h m a n y v a r i e d l i f e - f o r m s , a n d t a u g h t 

m e at t h e s a m e t i m e to r e g a r d m y o w n e x i s t e n c e a s o n e m e m b e r 

o f t h e g r e a t u n i v e r s a l l i fe . M y p l a n o f c u l t u r e w a s v e r y s i m p l e : 

it w a s to s e e k o u t t h e i n n e r m o s t u n i t y c o n n e c t i n g t h e m o s t 

d i v e r s e a n d w i d e l y - s e p a r a t e d p h e n o m e n a , w h e t h e r s u b j e c t i v e or 

o b j e c t i v e , a n d w h e t h e r t h e o r e t i c a l or pract ica l , to l e a r n to s e e t h e 

s p i r i t u a l s i d e o f the i r a c t i v i t y , to a p p r e h e n d t h e i r m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s 

a s fac ts a n d f o r m s of N a t u r e , or to e x p r e s s t h e m m a t h e m a t i c a l l y ; 

and, o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , to c o n t e m p l a t e t h e n a t u r a l a n d m a t h e -

m a t i c a l l a w s a s f o u n d e d i n t h e i n n e r m o s t d e p t h s o f m y o w n l ife a s 

w e l l a s in t h e h i g h e s t u n i t y o f t h e g r e a t w h o l e , t h a t i s i n d e e d to 

r e g a r d t h e m in t h e i r u n c o n d i t i o n e d , u n c a u s e d n e c e s s i t y , a s " a b s o -

lute t h i n g s - i n - t h e m s e l v e s . " T h u s d id I c o n t i n u e w i t h o u t c e a s i n g 

t o s y s t e m a t i s e , s y m b o l i s e , idea l i se , r e a l i s e a n d r e c o g n i s e i d e n t i t i e s 

a n d a n a l o g i e s a m o n g s t al l fac ts a n d p h e n o m e n a , al l p r o b l e m s , 

e x p r e s s i o n s , a n d f o r m u l a s w h i c h d e e p l y i n t e r e s t e d m e ; a n d in th is 

w a y life, w i t h al l i ts v a r i e d p h e n o m e n a a n d a c t i v i t i e s , b e c a m e to 

m e m o r e a n d m o r e f r e e f r o m c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , m o r e h a r m o n i o u s , 

s i m p l e , a n d c l e a r , a n d m o r e r e c o g n i s a b l e a s a p a r t o f t h e l i fe 

u n i v e r s a l . 

A f t e r I h a d l i v e d f o r s o m e y e a r s t h e i s o l a t e d l i f e I h a v e 

d e s c r i b e d , t h o u g h I w a s e n g a g e d t h e w h o l e t i m e i n o r d i n a r y 

p r o f e s s i o n a l p u r s u i t s , a l l at o n c e t h e r e b r o k e u p o n m y soul , i n 

h a r m o n y w i t h t h e s e a s o n s o f n a t u r e , a s p r i n g t i m e s u c h a s 1 had 

not b e f o r e e x p e r i e n c e d ; a n d a n u n e x p e c t e d l i fe a n d l i fe-a im 

b u d d e d a n d b l o s s o t i c d in m y breast . A l l m y i n n e r l i fe a n d l i fe-

a i m s h a d b e c o m e r a r r o w e d to t h e c i rc le o f s e l f - c u l t u r e a n d se l f -

e d u c a t i o n . T h e o u t e r l i fe , m y p r o f e s s i o n , I c a r r i e d o n a s a m e r e 

m e a n s o f s u b s i s t e n c e , q u i t e a p a r t f r o m m y real i n n e r se l f , a n d m y 

s p h e r e o f o p e r a t i o n w a s l i m i t e d . I w a s d r i v e n p e r f o r c e f r o m pi l lar 

to p o s t till at las t I h a d a r r i v e d w h e r e t h e M a i n u n i t e s h e r s e l f w i t h 

t h e R h i n e . * H e r e t h e r e b u d d e d a n d o p e n e d to m y s o u l o n e l o v e l y 

* i.e., Frankfurt. 



b r i g h t s p r i n g m o r n i n g , w h e n I w a s s u r r o u n d e d b y N a t u r e at h e r 

l o v e l i e s t a n d f r e s h e s t , th is t h o u g h t , a s it w e r e b y i n s p i r a t i o n : — 

T h a t t h e r e m u s t e x i s t s o m e w h e r e s o m e b e a u t i f u l l y s i m p l e a n d 

•certain w a y of f r e e i n g h u m a n l i fe f r o m c o n t r a d i c t i o n , or , a s I t h e n 

s p a k e o u t m y t h o u g h t i n w o r d s , s o m e m e a n s o f r e s t o r i n g to m a n , 

h i m s e l f , at p e a c e i n t e r n a l l y ; a n d t h a t t o s e e k out t h i s w a y s h o u l d 

b e t h e v o c a t i o n of m y l i fe . A n d y e t m y life, t o a l l a p p e a r a n c e , 

m y s t u d i e s a n d m y d e s i r e s , b e l o n g e d to m y p u r e l y e x t e r n a l 

v o c a t i o n , * a n d to i ts e x t e r n a l c i t i z e n l i k e r e l a t i o n s ; a n d b y n o 

m e a n s to m a n k i n d at l a r g e , e i t h e r r e g a r d e d in i t s e l f or in i ts e d u c a -

t iona l n e e d s . T h e r e f o r e t h i s i d e a o f m i n e w a s in s u c h v i o l e n t 

c o n t r a s t w i t h m y a c t u a l l i fe t h a t it u t t e r l y s u r p r i s e d m e . I n 

fact, a n d p e r h a p s g r e a t l y b e c a u s e o f t h i s contras t , t h e i d e a 

w o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y h a v e b e e n q u i t e f o r g o t t e n , h a d not o t h e r 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s o c c u r r e d to r e v i v e it. O n m y s e l f a n d o n m y l i fe at 

t h e t i m e it s e e m e d to h a v e not t h e s l i g h t e s t e f fect , a n d it s o o n 

p a s s e d f r o m m y m e m o r y . B u t l a t e r o n in t h i s s a m e j o u r n e y , + a s 

I c l i m b e d d o w n f r o m t h e W a r t b u r g , a n d t u r n e d r o u n d to l o o k at 

t h e c a s t l e , t h e r e r u s h e d u p o n m e o n c e m o r e th is t h o u g h t o f 

a h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a l v o c a t i o n a s m y p r o p e r l i f e - w o r k ; a n d a g a i n , 

b e i n g s o far r e m o v e d f r o m m y a c t u a l e x t e r n a l l i fe , it o n l y flashed 

u p o n m e w i t h a m o m e n t a r y e f f u l g e n c e a n i n s t a n t , a n d t h e n s a n k . 

T h i s , u n c o n s c i o u s l y to m e , a n d t h e r e f o r e q u i t e d i s r e g a r d e d b y m e , 

w a s t h e r e a l pos i t ion of m y i n n e r l i fe w h e n I a r r i v e d at t h e g o a l o f 

m y j o u r n e y , F r a n k f u r t , f r o m w h e n c e m y l i fe w a s so s o o n to d e v e l o p 

so l a r g e l y . M y e n e r g i e s at t h e m o m e n t w e r e d e v o t e d t o w a r d s 

a t t a i n i n g s o m e d e f i n i t e p r o f e s s i o n a l p o s i t i o n f o r m y s e l f . i B u t in 

p r o p o r t i o n a s I b e g a n to e x a m i n e m y p r o f e s s i o n m o r e c l o s e l y in 

i ts p r a c t i c a l a s p e c t , so d id it b e g i n to p r o v e i n s u f f i c i e n t o f i t s e l f 

to s a t i s f y m e a s t h e o c c u p a t i o n o f m y l i fe . T h e n t h e r e c a m e to 

m e t h e d e f i n i t e p u r p o s e o f l i v i n g a n d w o r k i n g at m y p r o f e s s i o n 

r a t h e r to u s e it a s a m e a n s to w i n s o m e h i g h b e n e f i t f o r 

m a n k i n d . § 

* Architecture, etc., at this time. f From Mecklenburg to Frankfurt. 

f i.e., as an architect. 

§ His plan evidently was to use architecture, probably Gothic architecture, as 

a means of culture and elevation for mankind', and not merely to practise it to 

•gain money. 

T h e r e s t l e s s n e s s o f y o u t h , n a y , t h a t c h a n c e , r a t h e r , w h i c h h a s 

a l w a y s l o v i n g l y g u i d e d m e , t h r e w m e u n e x p e c t e d l y into r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h a m a n w h o s e k n o w l e d g e o f m a n k i n d , a n d w h o s e p e n e t r a t i n g 

g l a n c e into m y i n n e r b e i n g t u r n e d m e a t o u r v e r y first i n t e r v i e w 

f r o m t h e p r o f e s s i o n of an a r c h i t e c t to that o f a t e a c h e r a n d a n 

e d u c a t o r , t w o s p h e r e s o f w o r k w h i c h h a d n e v e r p r e v i o u s l y 

o c c u r r e d to m e , s t i l l l e s s h a d a p p e a r e d t o m e a s t h e f u t u r e 

o b j e c t s o f m y l i f e . * B u t t h e v e r y first t i m e I f o u n d m y s e l f b e f o r e 

t h i r t y or f o r t y b o y s f r o m n i n e t o e l e v e n y e a r s o ld , f o r t h a t 

w a s t h e c l a s s a l lo t ted to m e t o t e a c h , I fe l t t h o r o u g h l y at h o m e . 

In fact, I p e r c e i v e d t h a t I h a d at las t f o u n d m y l o n g - m i s s e d l i fe 

e l e m e n t ; a n d a s I w r o t e to m y b r o t h e r at t h e t ime, I w a s as w e l l 

p l e a s e d a s t h e fish i n t h e w a t e r , I w a s i n e x p r e s s i b l y h a p p y . Y e t 

h e r e f r o m t h e v e r y first m o m e n t ( a n d w h a t a n u m b e r o f s a c r i f i c e s 

h a d to b e m a d e , w h a t a w e a l t h o f a c t i v i t y w a s p o u r e d o u t ! ) I h a d 

to g i v e i n f o r m a t i o n , a d v i c e , a n d d e c i s i o n s on m a t t e r s w h i c h 

h i t h e r t o I h a d not t h o u g h t it n e c e s s a r y s e r i o u s l y to c o n s i d e r , a n d 

so a l s o h e r e , in m y n e w p o s i t i o n , I s o o n c a m e to f e e l m y s e l f 

i so la ted , t o s t a n d a l o n e . 

I s o u g h t c o u n s e l w h e r e I h a d s o o f t e n f o u n d it. I l o o k e d 

w i t h i n m y s e l f a n d to N a t u r e f o r h e l p . H e r e m y p l a n o f c u l t u r e , 

h i t h e r t o f o l l o w e d o n l y f o r m y o w n n e e d s , c a m e o p p o r t u n e l y to m y 

a s s i s t a n c e . W h e n I w a s c o n s u l t e d b y o t h e r s , I l o o k e d to N a t u r e 

f o r t h e a n s w e r , a n d let N a t u r e , l i fe , s p i r i t , a n d l a w s p e a k f o r 

t h e m s e l v e s t h r o u g h m e ; t h e n t h e a n s w e r w a s n o t m e r e l y sat is-

f a c t o r y . N o ! i ts s i m p l e , u n h e s i t a t i n g c o n f i d e n c e a n d y o u t h f u l 

f r e s h n e s s g l a d d e n e d a n d q u i c k e n e d t h e i n q u i r e r . 

T h i s w a s al l w e l l e n o u g h w h e n u n i v e r s a l h u m a n i n t e r e s t s w e r e 

c o n c e r n e d , b u t h o w a b o u t m a t t e r s o f i n s t r u c t i o n ? I c o u l d , i n 

fact, f a i r l y c o n f e s s t h a t i n m a n y r e s p e c t s I h a d n o t i t le to ca l l 

m y s e l f a c u l t u r e d m a n , f o r h i t h e r t o al l m y c u l t u r e h a d b e e n 

f r a g m e n t a r y or i m a g i n a t i v e . 

O n c e a g a i n I f o u n d m y s e l f in c o n f l i c t w i t h m y e n v i r o n m e n t ; 

f o r I c o u l d n o t p o s s i b l y t o r t u r e m y s c h o l a r s w i t h w h a t I m y s e l f 

h a d r e f u s e d t o b e t o r t u r e d w i t h — n a m e l y , t h e l e a r n i n g b y h e a r t o f 

d i s c o n n e c t e d rules . I w a s t h e r e f o r e c o m p e l l e d to s t r i k e out f r e s h 

* It was in 1805 that Froebel was appointed by Gruner teacher in the Normal 

School at Frankfurt. 



p a t h s f o r m y s e l f , w h i c h i n d e e d m y p o s t r e n d e r e d a d e l i g h t f u l 

t a s k ; b e c a u s e I n o t o n l y h a d f u l l l i b e r t y a c c o r d e d m e i n t h i s 

m a t t e r , b u t w a s e v e n u r g e d o n w a r d s in t h a t d i r e c t i o n b y m y 

d u t y , s i n c e t h e i n s t i t u t i o n w a s a m o d e l s c h o o l f o r t h e h i g h e r 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f t e a c h i n g . M y p a s t s e l f - c u l t u r e , s e l f - t e a c h i n g , a n d 

s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d m y s t u d y o f N a t u r e a n d o f l i fe n o w s t o o d 

m e in g o o d s t e a d . 

B u t t h i s l e t t e r i s n o t i n t e n d e d to c o n t a i n t h e w h o l e h i s t o r y o f 

t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of m y m i n d ; a n d I w i l l t h e r e f o r e p a s s q u i c k l y 

f o r w a r d , j u s t m e n t i o n i n g t h a t f r o m t h i s t i m e f o r s i x y e a r s o n -

w a r d s , d u r i n g w h i c h I t h r i c e c o m p l e t e l y c h a n g e d t h e c o n d i t i o n s 

o f m y l i f e , * I h e l d m o s t e a r n e s t l y b y t h i s s a m e t e m p e r o f m i n d a n d 

t h i s s a m e e n d e a v o u r ; a n d a l t h o u g h I s t i l l a l w a y s l i v e d in i s o l a t i o n 

a s to m y p e r s o n a l i n n e r l i fe , y e t I w a s a t m a n y p o i n t s in f u l l 

c o n t a c t w i t h t h e b r i s k m e n t a l e f f o r t a n d a c t i v i t y o f t h a t s t i r r i n g 

t i m e ( 1 8 0 5 to 1 8 1 0 ) , a s r e g a r d s t e a c h i n g , p h i l o s o p h y , h i s t o r y , 

p o l i t i c s , a n d n a t u r a l s c i e n c e . + 

B u t t h e n o b l e r , t h e m o r e v a r i e d , t h e m ò r e a n i m a t i n g w a s t h e 

l i f e s u r r o u n d i n g m e , a n d t h e m o r e I f o u n d a l l w i t h o u t m e , a s a l s o 

a l l w i t h i n m e , s t r i v i n g a n d t e n d i n g t o w a r d s h a r m o n y a n d unit} ' , 

b y s o m u c h t h e l e s s c o u l d I l o n g e r b e r e s t r a i n e d f r o m s e e k i n g 

o u t t h i s u n i t y , e v e n s h o u l d it b e a t t h e s a c r i f i c e o f a l l t h a t w a s 

d e a r to m e , i f n e e d w e r e f o r t h a t . I w a s i m p e l l e d to s e e k to 

d e v e l o p t h i s u n i t y a l l b r i g h t a n d l i v i n g w i t h i n m y o w n s o u l , a n d 

to c o n t e m p l a t e i t in d e f i n i t e , c l e a r , a n d i n d e p e n d e n t f o r m , s o 

t h a t finally I m i g h t b e a b l e to s e t i t f o r t h in m y a c t u a l l i f e w i t h 

s u r e n e s s a n d c e r t a i n t y . 

* 1. Teacher in the Model School. 2. Tutor to the sons of Herr von 

Holzhausen near Frankfurt. 3. A resident at Yverdon with Pestalozzi. 

t Froebel was driven to Yverdon by the perusal ot some of Pestalozzi's 

works which Gruner had lent him. H e stayed with Pestalozzi for a fort-

night, and returned with the resolve to study further with the great Swiss 

reformer at some future time. In 1807, he became tutor to Herr von 

Holzhausen's somewhat spoilt boys, demanded to have the entire control 

of them, and for this object their isolation from their family. The grateful 

parents, with whom Froebel was very waimly intimate, always kept the 

rooms in which he dwelt with his pupils exactly as they were at that time, 

in remembrance of his remarkable success with these boys. Madame von 

Holzhausen had extraordinary influence with Froebel, and he continued in 

A f t e r n i n e y e a r s ' i n t e r v a l I v i s i t e d t h e u n i v e r s i t y a s e c o n d t i m e ; 

first ( s p r i n g o f 1 S 1 0 ) a t G o t t i n g e n , a n d t h e n a y e a r a n d a h a l f l a t e r 

( a u t u m n o f 1 8 1 1 ) a t B e r l i n . * 

I n o w b e g a n to p u r s u e t h e s t u d y o f l a n g u a g e s . T h e l i n g u i s t i c 

t r e a s u r e s w h i c h r e c e n t d i s c o v e r i e s h a d b r o u g h t u s f r o m A s i a 

e x c i t e d m y d e e p e s t i n t e r e s t w h e r e v e r I c a m e into c o n t a c t w i t h t h e m , 

B u t i n g e n e r a l t h e m e a n s o f a c q u i r i n g l a n g u a g e s w e r e too l i fe-

l e s s , t o o w a n t i n g in c o n n e c t i o n to b e o f a n y u s e to m e ; a n d t h e 

e f f o r t to w o r k t h e m o u t a f r e s h in m y o w n w a y , s o o n l e d m e to a 

r e n e w e d s t u d y o f N a t u r e . N a t u r e h e l d m e h e n c e f o r t h so fast t h a t 

f o r y e a r s I w a s c h a i n e d u n i n t e r r u p t e d l y to h e r s tud} ' , t h o u g h t r u l y 

l a n g u a g e s w e n t o n a s a s i d e - s t u d y d u r i n g t h e t i m e . Y e t it w a s 

n o t a s s e p a r a t e e n t i t i e s t h a t I c o n s i d e r e d t h e p h e n o m e n a I w a s 

w o r k i n g a t ; r a t h e r w a s it a s p a r t s o f t h e g r e a t w h o l e o f n a t u r a l 

l i fe , a n d t h i s a l s o I r e g a r d e d a s r e p o s i n g in o n e s u p r e m e u n i t y 

t o g e t h e r w i t h a l l m a n k i n d ; N a t u r e a n d m a n , t h e t w o o p p o s i t e 

m u t u a l l y c a s t i n g l i g h t u p o n e a c h o t h e r a n d m i r r o r i n g e a c h o t h e r . 

A f t e r t h e G e r m a n w a r o f t h e s p r i n g o f 1 8 1 3 h a d i n t e r r u p t e d 

m y s t u d i e s a t B e r l i n , a n d I h a d m a d e a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h a s o l d i e r ' s 

l i fe , i t s n e e d , a n d i t s h a b i t s in L u t z o w ' s c o r p s , I r e t u r n e d i n 1 8 1 4 

t o m y s t u d i e s a n d t o a s c i e n t i f i c p u b l i c p o s t i n B e r l i n . T h e c a r e , 

t h e a r r a n g e m e n t , a n d in p a r t t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d e x p l a n a t i o n 

o f c r y s t a l s w e r e t h e d u t i e s o f m y o f f i ce . T h u s I r e a c h e d a t l a s t 

t h e c e n t r a l p o i n t o f m y l i f e a n d l i f e - a i m , w h e r e p r o d u c t i v e n e s s a n d 

l a w , l i fe , n a t u r e , a n d m a t h e m a t i c s u n i t e d a l l o f t h e m in t h e fixed 

c r y s t a l l i n e f o r m , w h e r e a w o r l d o f s y m b o l s o f f e r e d i t s e l f t o t h e 

constant correspondence with her. In 1808 Froebel and his pupils went to 

Yverdon, and remained till 1810. But the philosophic groundwork of 

Pestalozzi's system failed to satisfy him. Pestalozzi's work started from the 

external needs of the poorest people, while Froebel desired to found the 

columns supporting human culture upon theoretically reasoned grounds and 

upon the natural sciences. A remarkable difference existed between the 

characters of the two great men. Pestalozzi was diffident, acknowledged freely 

his mistakes, and sometimes blamed himselt for them bitterly; Froebel never 

thought himself in the wrong, if anything went amiss always found some 

external cause for the failure, and in self-confidence sometimes reached an 

extravagant pitch. 

* Either Froebel or his editor has made a blunder here. Froebel went to 

Gottingen in July 1811 (see p. 84), and to Berlin in October 1812 (see p. 89). 



i n n e r e y e o f t h e m i n d ; f o r I w a s a p p o i n t e d a s s i s t a n t to W e i s s a t 

t h e m i n e r a l o g i c a l m u s e u m o f t h e B e r l i n U n i v e r s i t y . * 

F o r a l o n g t i m e it w a s m y e n d e a v o u r a n d m y d e a r e s t w i s h 

to d e v o t e m y s e l f e n t i r e l y to a n a c a d e m i c a l c a r e e r , w h i c h t h e n 

a p p e a r e d t o m e a s m y t r u e v o c a t i o n a n d t h e o n l y s o l u t i o n o f t h e 

r i d d l e o f m y l i f e ; b u t t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s I h a d o f o b s e r v i n g t h e 

n a t u r a l h i s t o r y s t u d e n t s o f t h a t t i m e , t h e i r v e r y s l i g h t k n o w l e d g e 

o f t h e i r s u b j e c t , t h e i r d e f i c i e n c y o f p e r c e p t i v e p o w e r , t h e i r s t i l l 

g r e a t e r w a n t o f t h e t r u e s c i e n t i f i c s p i r i t , w a r n e d m e b a c k f r o m 

t h i s p l a n . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e n e e d o f m a n f o r a l i f e w o r t h y 

o f h i s m a n h o o d a n d o f h i s s p e c i e s p r e s s e d u p o n m e w i t h a l l t h e 

m o r e f o r c e , a n d , t h e r e f o r e , t e a c h i n g a n d e d u c a t i o n a g a i n a s s e r t e d 

t h e m s e l v e s v i g o r o u s l y a s t h e c h i e f s u b j e c t s o c c u p y i n g m y t h o u g h t s . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y I w a s o n l y a b l e to k e e p m y m i n d c o n t e n t e d w i t h 

t h e d u t i e s o f m y p o s t f o r t w o y e a r s ; a n d , m e a n w h i l e , t h e s t o n e s 

i n m y h a n d a n d u n d e r m y e y e s t u r n e d to l i v i n g , s p e a k i n g f o r m s . 

T h e c r y s t a l - w o r l d , i n s y m b o l i c f a s h i o n , b a r e u n i m p e a c h a b l e 

w i t n e s s to m e , t h r o u g h i t s b r i l l i a n t u n v a r y i n g s h a p e s , o f l i f e 

a n d o f t h e l a w s o f h u m a n l i fe , a n d s p a k e to m e w i t h s i l e n t y e t 

t r u e a n d r e a d a b l e s p e e c h o f t h e r e a l l i f e o f t h e w o r l d o f m a n k i n d . 

L e a v i n g e v e r y t h i n g e l s e , s a c r i f i c i n g e v e r y t h i n g e l s e , + I w a s -

d r i v e n b a c k u p o n t h e e d u c a t i o n o f m a n , d r i v e n a l s o to m y r e f u g e 

i n N a t u r e , w h e r e i n a s in a m i r r o r I s a w r e f l e c t e d t h e l a w s o f t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f b e i n g , w h i c h l a w s I w a s n o w to t u r n to a c c o u n t 

f o r t h e e d u c a t i o n o f m y r a c e . M y t a s k w a s to e d u c a t e m a n in 

* At this time, however, the symbols of the inorganic world did not appeal 

to Froebel with the same force as those of the organic world. In a letter to 

Madame von Holzhausen. 3 i s t March, 1831, he writes: " It is the highest 

privilege of natural forms or of natural life that they contain agreement and 

perfection within themselves as a whole class, while differing and filled with 

imperfection in particular individuals; for look at the loveliest blooming fruit-

tree the sweetest rose, the purest lily, and your eye can always detect de-

ficiencies. imperfections, differences in each one, regarded as a single phenomenon, 

a separate bloom ; and, further, the same want of perfection appears also 111 

every single petal: on the other hand, wherever mathematical symmetry and 

precise agreement are found, there is death" 

f Not a figure of speech altogether; for Froebel did really decline a pro-

fcssorship of mineralogy which was offered him at this time, in order to set foith 

on his educational career. 

h i s t r u e h u m a n i t y , to e d u c a t e m a n i n h i s a b s o l u t e b e i n g , a c c o r d -

i n g to t h e u n i v e r s a l l a w s o f a l l d e v e l o p m e n t . * T h e r e f o r e , l e a v i n g 

B e r l i n , a n d l a y i n g d o w n m y o f f i c e , I b e g a n l a t e i n t h e a u t u m n of 

1 8 1 6 t h a t e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k w h i c h , t h o u g h it sti l l t a k e s i t s i m p u l s e 

f r o m m e a n d e x i s t s u n d e r m y l e a d e r s h i p , y e t in its d e e p e s t n a t u r e 

i s s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t a n d s e l f - c o n d i t i o n e d . 

A l t h o u g h I w a s n o t p e r h a p s t h e n c a p a b l e o f p u t t i n g m y c o n -

v i c t i o n s i n t o w o r d s , I a t o n c e r e a l i s e d t h i s w o r k in m y o w n m i n d 

a s c o m p r e h e n s i v e a n d w o r l d - e m b r a c i n g i n i t s n a t u r e , a s a n e v e r -

l a s t i n g w o r k to b e e v e r m o r e p e r f o i ^ n e d f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e 

w h o l e h u m a n r a c e ; y e t I n e v e r t h e l e s s l i n k e d i t , a n d for t h i s v e r y 

r e a s o n , to m y o w n p e r s o n a l l i f e ; t h a t is, s i n c e I h a d no c h i l d r e n 

o f m y o w n , I t o o k to m e m y d e a r n e p h e w s w h o m I m o s t d e e p l y 

l o v e d , i n o r d e r t h r o u g h t h e m a n d w i t h t h e m to w o r k o u t b l e s s i n g s 

f o r m y h o m e a n d m y n a t i v e l a n d , f o r S c h w a r z b u r g a n d T h u r i n g i a , 

a n d s o f o r t h e w h o l e w i d e F a t h e r l a n d i t s e l f . f T h e e t e r n a l 

* That is, putting development into a formula— 
Thesis-p Antithesis 

Synthesis. 
The true synthesis is that springing from the thesis and its opposite, the 
antithesis. Another type of the formula is this— 

Proposition-y-Counter-proposition 
Compromise. 

Understanding by " Compromise " ( Vermittlung) that which results from the 

union of the two opposites, that which forms part of both and which links 

them together. The formula expressed in terms of human life, for example, is— 

Father-pMother 

Child. 

Philosophic readers acquainted with Hegel and his school will recognise a 

familiar friend in these formula:. 

t Froebel travelled from Berlin to Osterode, and took with him both his 

brother Christian's sons, Ferdinand and Wilhelm, to Griesheim; there to 

educate them together with the three orphans of his brother Christoph, who 

had died in 1813, of hospital fever, whilst nursing the French soldiers. Of 

the sons of Christian, Ferdinand studied philosophy, and at his death was 

director of the Orphanage founded by Froebel in Burgdorf; Wilhelm, who 

showed great talent, and was his uncle's favourite nephew, died early through 

the consequences of an accident, just after receiving his " leaving certificate " 

from the gymnasium of Rudolstadt. 

A s regards the sons of Christoph, they were the immediate cause o f 

Froebel's going to Griesheim, for their widowed mother sent for her brother-in 



p r i n c i p l e s o f d e v e l o p m e n t , a s I r e c o g n i s e d t h e m w i t h i n m e , w o u i d 

h a v e it t h u s a n d not o t h e r w i s e . 

T i m i d l y , v e r y t i m i d l y , d id I v e n t u r e to c a l l m y w o r k b y t h e 

tit le o f " G e r m a n , " o r " U n i v e r s a l G e r m a n " e d u c a t i o n ; a n d , 

i n d e e d , I s t r u c k that o u t f r o m o n e of m y m a n u s c r i p t s , a l t h o u g h it 

w a s p r e c i s e l y t h e n a m e r e q u i r e d to s t a r t w i t h a s it e x p r e s s e d t h e 

b r o a d n a t u r e o f m y p r o p o s e d inst i tut ion. A n a p p e a l to the g e n e r a l 

p u b l i c to b e c o m e t h o r o u g h men s e e m e d to m e too g r a n d i o s e , t o o 

l i a b l e to b e m i s u n d e r s t o o d , as, i n d e e d , in t h e e v e n t , it o n l y too t r u l y 

p r o v e d ; b u t to b e c o m e t h o r o u g h G e r m a n s , so I t h o u g h t , w o u l d 

s e e m to t h e m s o m e t h i n g in e a r n e s t , s o m e t h i n g w o r t h t h e s t r i v i n g 

for , e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r s u c h h a r d a n d s p e c i a l t r i a l s a s h a d r e c e n t l y 

b e e n e n d u r e d b y t h e G e r m a n nat ion. 

W i t h y o u r p e n e t r a t i n g j u d g m e n t y o u q u a r r e l l e d w i t h t h a t t e r m 

« G e r m a n e d u c a t i o n ; " b u t , a f t e r a l l , e v e n t h e a p p e a l t o b e m a d e 

t h o r o u g h G e r m a n s p r o v e d to b e too g r a n d i o s e a n d l i a b l e to b e 

m i s u n d e r s t o o d . F o r e v e r y o n e sa id " G e r m a n ? W e l l , I am 

law to consult him as to their education. Julius, the eldest, was well prepared 

in Keilhau for the active life he was afterwards destined to live. He went from 

school to Munich, first, to study the natural sciences; and while yet at the 

university several publications from his pen were issued by Cotta. Later on 

he took an official post in Weimar, and continued to write from time to time. 

Meanwhile he completed his studies in Jena and Berlin under Karl von Ritter, 

the great authority on cosmography, and under the distinguished naturalist, 

Alexander von Humboldt. In 1833 he became Professor at the Polytechnic 

School in Zurich; but his literary avocations eventually drew him to Dresden. 

Here he was chosen Deputy to the National Assembly at Frankfurt in 1848. 

After the dissolution of that Assembly, Julius Froebel, in common with many 

others of the more advanced party, was condemned to death. He escaped to 

Switzerland before arrest, and fled to New York . In after life he was permitted 

to return to Germany, and eventually he was appointed Consul at Smyrna. 

Karl Froebel, the next son, went to Jena also. He then took a tutorship in 

England, and it was at this time (1831) that his pamphlet, " A Preparation 

for°Euclid,r ' appeared. H e returned to the Continent to become Director of 

the Public Schools at Zurich. He left Zurich in 1848 for Hamburg, where he 

founded a Lyceum for Young Ladies. Some years later, when this had ceased 

to exist, he went again to England, and eventually founded an excellent school at 

Edinburgh with the aid of his wife ; which, indeed, his wife and he still conduct. 

His daughters show great talent for music, and one of them was a pupil of 

the distinguished pianist, Madame Schumann (widow of the great composer). 

G e r m a n , a n d h a v e b e e n so f r o m m y bir th, j u s t a s a m u s h r o o m is 

a m u s h r o o m ; * w h a t , t h e n , d o I w a n t w i t h e d u c a t i o n to teach m e 

t o b e a t h o r o u g h G e r m a n ? " W h a t w o u l d t h e s e w o r t h y p e o p l e 

h a v e s a i d , h a d I a s k e d t h e m t o t r a i n t h e m s e l v e s to b e c o m e 

t h o r o u g h frien? N o w h a d I p l a n n e d m y e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t e 

a l t o g e t h e r d i f f e r e n t l y , h a d I o f f e r e d to t r a i n a s p e c i a l c lass , b o d y -

s e r v a n t s , f o o t m e n or h o u s e m a i d s , s h o e m a k e r s or tai lors , t r a d e s -

m e n o r m e r c h a n t s , s o l d i e r s or e v e n n o b l e m e n , t h e n s h o u l d I h a v e 

g a i n e d f a m e a n d g l o r y for t h e g r e a t u s e f u l n e s s a n d p r a c t i c a l 

n a t u r e o f m y inst i tut ion, f o r c e r t a i n ; a n d s u r e l y a l l m e n w o u l d 

h a v e h a s t e n e d to a c k n o w l e d g e it as a n i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r , a n d a s a 

t h i n g to b e a d e q u a t e l y s u p p o r t e d b y t h e S t a t e . I s h o u l d h a v e 

b e e n h e l d a s t h e r i g h t m a n in t h e r i g h t p l a c e b y t h e S t a t e a n d b y 

t h e w o r l d ; a n d so m u c h t h e m o r e b e c a u s e a s a S t a t e - m a c h i n e I 

s h o u l d h a v e b e e n e n g a g e d i n c u t t i n g out a n d m o d e l l i n g o t h e r 

S t a t e - m a c h i n e s . B u t 1 — I o n l y w a n t e d to t ra in up f ree , t h i n k i n g , 

i n d e p e n d e n t m e n ! N o w w h o w a n t s t o be, o r w h o c a r e s to s u f f e r 

a n o t h e r to be , a f r e e - t h i n k i n g , i n d e p e n d e n t m a n ? If it w a s f o l l y 

to talk a b o u t e d u c a t i n g p e r s o n s as G e r m a n s , w h a t w a s it to t a l k 

a b o u t e d u c a t i n g t h e m a s m e n ? T h e e d u c a t i o n of G e r m a n s w a s 

fe l t to b e s o m e t h i n g e x t r a o r d i n a r y a n d f a r f e t c h e d ; t h e e d u c a t i o n 

o f m e n w a s a m e r e s h a d o w , a d e c e i t f u l i m a g e , a b l i n d e n t h u s i a s m . ! 

F r o m t h i s d i g r e s s i o n I n o w r e t u r n , to c o n t i n u e m y a t t e m p t at 

m a k i n g m y s e l f k n o w n to y o u , a s far a s i s p o s s i b l e , i n a l e t t e r ; b y 

w h i c h I m e a n m y r e a l i n n e r se l f , a s m a n i f e s t e d in m y e n d e a v o u r s 

a n d m y h o p e s . 

P e r m i t m e , t h e r e f o r e , t o g o a s t e p n e a r e r t o w a r d s w h a t l ies 

d e e p e s t in m y s o u l , at least t h a t o f it w h i c h i s c o m m u n i c a b l e to 

a n o t h e r p e r s o n . I h a v e s t a r t e d b y s t a t i n g m y p o s i t i o n f r o m t h e 

s i d e o f k n o w l e d g e , n o w let m e s t a t e it a l s o f r o m a n o t h e r s ide . 

M y e x p e r i e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y that g a i n e d b y r e p e a t e d r e s i d e n c e s at 

t h e u n i v e r s i t y , h a d t a u g h t m e b e y o n d a d o u b t t h a t t h e m e t h o d of 

e d u c a t i o n h i t h e r t o in u s e , e s p e c i a l l y w h e r e it i n v o l v e d l e a r n i n g 

b y rote, a n d w h e r e it l o o k e d at s u b j e c t s s i m p l y f r o m t h e o u t s i d e 

* Or, as we say, A is A. 

t A great deal of Froebel's irony might all too truly be still applied to 
current educational work. 



o r h i s t o r i c a l l y , a n d c o n s i d e r e d t h e n c a p a b l e o f a p p r e h e n s i o n b y 

m e r e e x e r c i s e w o r k , d u l l e d t h e e d g e o f a l l h i g h t r u e a t t a i n m e n t , 

o f a l l real m e n t a l ins ight , o f a l l g e n u i n e p r o g r e s s in s c i e n t i f i c 

c u l t u r e , o f s e l f - c o n t e m p l a t i o n , a n d t h u s o f al l r e a l k n o w l e d g e , a n d 

of the a c q u i s i t i o n of t r u t h t h r o u g h k n o w l e d g e . I m i g h t a l m o s t g o 

f u r t h e r , a n d s a y that i t s t e n d e n c y w a s t o w a r d s r e n d e r i n g a l l 

t h e s e w o r t h y ob jec ts i m p o s s i b l e . 

T h e r e f o r e , I w a s firmly c o n v i n c e d , a s o f c o u r s e I st i l l a m , t h a t 

t h e w h o l e f o r m e r e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m , e v e n that w h i c h h a d r e -

c e i v e d i m p r o v e m e n t , o u g h t to b e e x a c t l y r e v e r s e d , a n d r e g a r d e d 

f r o m a d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s i t e p o i n t o f v i e w — n a m e l y , that o f a 

s y s t e m of d e v e l o p m e n t . I a n s w e r e d t h o s e w h o k e p t a s k i n g w h a t 

it w a s that I r e a l l y d id w a n t a f t e r a l l , w i t h t h i s s e n t e n c e : " I 

w a n t the e x a c t o p p o s i t e o f w h a t n o w s e r v e s a s e d u c a t i o n a l 

m e t h o d a n d a s t e a c h i n g - s y s t e m in g e n e r a l . " I w a s , a n d a m , 

c o m p l e t e l y c o n v i n c e d , that a f t e r th is f a s h i o n a l o n e g e n u i n e k n o w -

l e d g e a n d a b s o l u t e t r u t h , b y r i g h t t h e u n i v e r s a l p o s s e s s i o n s of 

m a n k i n d , shal l find o n c e a g a i n , n o t a l o n e s i n g l e s t u d e n t s h e r e a n d 

t h e r e , b u t t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y o f al l o u r t r u e - h e a r t e d y o u n g m e n 

a n d of o u r p r o f e s s o r s s p r e a d i n g f a r a n d w i d e t h e e l e m e n t s o f a 

n o b l e h u m a n i s e d l i fe . T o b r i n g t h i s into a p r a c t i c a l s c h e m e I 

h e l d to b e m y h i g h e s t d u t y , a d u t y w h i c h I c o u l d n e v e r e v a d e , 

a n d o n e w h i c h I c o u l d n e v e r s h a k e off, s i n c e a m a n c a n n o t s h a k e 

of f h i s o w n n a t u r e . 

O u r g r e a t e s t t e a c h e r s , e v e n P e s t a l o z z i h i m s e l f not e x c e p t e d , 

s e e m e d to m e too b a r e , too e m p i r i c a l , * a n d a r b i t r a r y , a n d t h e r e -

* Empiricism—that is, a posteriori investigations, based on actual facts and 

not a priori deductions from theories, or general laws, did good service before 

Froebel's time, and will do good service yet, Froebel notwithstanding. In 

Froebel's time the limits Kant so truly set to the human understanding were over-

stepped on every side ; Fichte, Schelling, and Hegel were teaching, and the 

latter especially had an overpowering influence upon all science. Every one 

constructed a philosophy of the universe out of his own brain. Krause, the 

recipient of this letter, never attained to very great influence, though had 

he been in Hegel's chair he might perhaps have wielded Hegel's authority, and 

there was for a long time a great likelihood of his appointment. Meanwhile he 

reconstructed the university at Gottingen. Even practical students of Nature, 

such as Oken, did homage to the general tendency which had absorbed all the 

eager spirits of the vanguard of human advancement, amongst them Froebel 

f o r e n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y sc ient i f ic in t h e i r p r i n c i p l e s — t h a t is, n o t 

s u f f i c i e n t l y led b y t h e l a w s of o u r b e i n g ; t h e y s e e m e d to m e 

i n n o w i s e to r e c o g n i s e t h e D i v i n e e l e m e n t in s c i e n c e , to fee l i ts 

w o r t h , a n d to c h e r i s h it. T h e r e f o r e I t h o u g h t a n d h o p e d , w i t h 

t h e c o u r a g e a n d i n e x p e r i e n c e o f y o u t h , t h a t a l l sc ient i f ic a n d 

l e a r n e d m e n , t h a t t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s , i n o n e w o r d , w o u l d i m m e d i -

a t e l y r e c o g n i s e t h e p u r p o r t o f m y ef forts , a n d w o u l d s t r i v e w i t h 

al l t h e i r m i g h t to e n c o u r a g e m e b y w o r d a n d d e e d . 

In t h i s I w a s e g r e g i o u s l y m i s t a k e n ; n e v e r t h e l e s s I a m n o t 

a s h a m e d of t h e e r r o r . B u t f e w p e r s o n s r a i s e d t h e i r v o i c e s f o r 

m e o r a g a i n s t m e ; a n d , i n d e e d , y o u r ar t ic le in t h e Isis i s t h e 

s i n g l e s u n - r a y w h i c h r e a l l y g e n e r o u s l y w a r m e d a n d e n l i g h t e n e d 

m y l i fe a n d l i f e w o r k . E n o u g h ! t h e U n i v e r s i t i e s p a i d n o h e e d 

to t h e s i m p l e s c h o o l m a s t e r . * A s to t h e " a b l e e d i t o r s , " t h e y , 

in the ir r e v i e w s , t h o u g h t v e r y d i f f e r e n t l y f r o m m e ; b u t w h y 

s h o u l d I t r o u b l e m y s e l f f u r t h e r w i t h r e m e m b e r i n g their p e r f o r m -

a n c e s , w h i c h w e r e w r i t t e n s i m p l y w i t h t h e o b j e c t o f d e g r a d i n g 

m e a n d m y w o r k ? T h e y n e v e r s u c c e e d e d in s h a k i n g m y con-

v i c t i o n s in t h e least . 

himself. W e see how firmly set Froebel was against experience-teaching, 

a posteriori work, or, as he calls it, empiricism. The Kantist, Arthur Schopen-

hauer, was not listened to, and dwelt apart, devouring his heart in bitter 

silence ; breaking out at last with the dreary creed of Pessimism. 

* Froebel is here hardly fair. How should people know much of him 

as yet? He had at this time written the following works : — ( i ) " O n the 

Universal German Educational Institute of Rudolstadt" (1822); (2) " C o n -

tinuation of the Account of the Universal German Educational Institute at 

Keilhau " (1823) ; (3) "Christmas at Keilhau : a Christmas Gift to the Parents 

of the Pupils at Keilhau, to the Friends and the Members of the Institute " 

(1824); (4) " T h e Menschen Erziehung," the full title of which was " T h e 

Education of Man: The Art of Education, Instruction, and Teaching, as attempted 

to be realised at the Universal Educational Institute at Keilhau, set forth by 

the Originator, Founder, and Principal of the Institute, Friedrich Froebel" 

(1826), never completed , (5) Family Weekly Journal of Education for 
Self-culture and the Training of Others, edited'by Friedrich Froebel, Leipzig 

and Keilhau. But Froebel, in his unbusiness-like way, published all these 

productions privately. They came out of course under every disadvantage, and 

could only reach the hands of learned persons, and those to whom they were 

really of interest, by the merest chance. Further, Froebel, as has already 

abundantly appeared, was but a poor author. His stiff, turgid style makes 



I r e g a r d t h e s i m p l e c o u r s e o f d e v e l o p m e n t , p r o c e e d i n g f r o n t 

a n a l y s i s to s y n t h e s i s , w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i s e s p u r e r e a s o n e d thought , , 

as a l s o t h e n a t u r a l c o u r s e o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f e v e r y h u m a n 

b e i n g . S u c h a c o u r s e o f d e v e l o p m e n t , e x a c t l y o p p o s i t e to t h e 

p a t h t a k e n b y t h e o l d - f a s h i o n e d m e t h o d s o f e d u c a t i o n , I n o w s e e 

m a n k i n d a b o u t to e n t e r u p o n ; n a y , it h a s b e e n a c t u a l l y e n t e r e d 

u p o n a l r e a d y i n a f e w s i n g l e c a s e s , t h o u g h t h e s e c a s e s a r e 

a l m o s t u n k n o w n a n d t h e r e f o r e u n r e g a r d e d ; a n d w i t h t h i s n e w 

c o u r s e o f d e v e l o p m e n t a n e w p e r i o d i s to b e g i n , a n e w a g e f o r 

al l m a n k i n d , a n d t h e r e f o r e i n t h e h i g h e r i n n e r s e n s e a n e w w o r l d ; 

a w o r l d , p e r c e i v i n g a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g , p e r c e i v e d a n d u n d e r s t o o d ; 

a w o r l d o f c r y s t a l c l e a r n e s s , c r e a t i n g a n a l t o g e t h e r n e w l i fe for 

sc ience, a n d c a r r y i n g o n w a r d t h e r e f o r e t h e t r u e sc ience , that i s , 

the s c i e n c e o f b e i n g , a n d a l l that i s f o u n d e d u p o n t h i s a n d con-

d i t i o n e d b y t h i s . * 

I m a y i m a g e forth t h e p o s i t i o n o f m y e d u c a t i o n a l e s t a b l i s h -

m e n t w i t h r e g a r d to t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s , u n d e r t h e figure o f f a m i l y 

life. 

In a h e a l t h i l y c o n s t i t u t e d f a m i l y it i s t h e m o t h e r w h o first c a r e s 

for, w a t c h e s o v e r , a n d d e v e l o p s t h e c h i l d , t e a c h e s h i m to " r e a d , 

m a r k , l e a r n , a n d i n w a r d l y d i g e s t , " d e r i v i n g e v e r y t h i n g s h e t e a c h e s 

f r o m its c e n t r a l u n i t y , a n d g a t h e r i n g u p h e r t e a c h i n g into t h a t 

u n i t y a g a i n . 
T h e f a t h e r r e c e i v e s h i s s o n f r o m t h e h a n d a n d t h e h e a r t o f t h e 

his works in many places most difficult to understand, as the present translators 

have found to their cost, and he was therefore practically unreadable to the 

general public. In his usual self-absorbed fashion, he did not perceive these 

deficiencies of his, nor could he be got to see the folly of private publication. 

Indeed, on the contrary, he dreamed of fabulous sums which one day he was 

to realise by the sale of his works. It is needless to add that the event proved 

very much the reverse. A s to criticism, it was particularly the " able editor' 

Harnisch who pulled to pieces the "Menschen Erziehung" so pitilessly on its 

appearance, and who is probably here referred to. 

* This passage may serve as a sufficient illustration of Froebel's metaphysical 

way of looking at his subject. It is scarcely our habit at the present day to 

regard the science of being (ontology) as a science at all, since it is utterly 

incapable of verification ; but it is not difficult to trace the important truth 

really held by Froebel even through the somewhat perplexing folds of scholastic 

philosophy in which he has clothed it. 

m o t h e r ; w i t h h i s s o u l a l r e a d y f u l l o f t r u e a c t i v e l i fe , o f d e s i r e 

f o r t h e k n o w l e d g e of c a u s e s a n d e f f e c t s , f o r t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

o f t h e w h o l e a n d i ts r a m i f i c a t i o n s ; w i t h h i s m i n d o p e n to t h e 

t r u t h a n d h i s e y e s to t h e l ight , a n d w i t h a p e r p e t u a l l y n o u r i s h e d 

y e a r n i n g f o r c r e a t i v e a c t i v i t y , a b l e to o b s e r v e w h i l e b u i l d i n g u p , 

a n d to r e c o g n i s e w h i l e t a k i n g a p a r t ; s u c h i n h i m s e l f a n d h i s s u r -

r o u n d i n g s , a l w a y s a c t i v e , c r e a t i v e , f u l l o f t h o u g h t a n d e n d e a v o u r , 

d o e s t h e f a t h e r r e c e i v e h i s s o n i n h i s h o m e , to t r a i n a n d teach 

h i m f o r t h e w i d e r l i fe o u t s i d e . T h u s s h o u l d i t b e w i t h m y 

e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t e a n d t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s ; a s r e g a r d s t h e g r o w t h 

a n d d e v e l o p m e n t o f m a n I o n l y d e s i r e to t a k e t h e p l a c e o f t h e 

s i l e n t l y w o r k i n g , t e n d e r l y c h e r i s h i n g m o t h e r . 

T h e l i fe , t h e w i l l , t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g , t h e s e t h r e e m u s t f o r m t h e 

c o m m o n c h o r d or tr iad o f t h e h a r m o n y of h u m a n l i fe , n o w o n e 

tone, n o w a n o t h e r , n o w t w o of t h e t h r e e , r i s i n g p o w e r f u l l y a b o v e 

t h e res t . B u t w h e r e t h e s e t o n e s a r e s e p a r a t e a n d i n h a r m o n i o u s 

t h e r e t h e y w o r k to d i s c o r d , a s w e s e e b u t too c l e a r l y in d a i l y 

l i f e : — 

" Wrestling with life and with death, suspended between them we hang." 

I n w h a t e v e r f a m i l y t h i s c h o r d i s f r o m t h e first se t s w e e t l y in 

t u n e , i ts p u r e c o n c o r d s u n i t i n g t o f o r m t h e f u n d a m e n t a l h a r -

m o n y of e x i s t e n c e , t h e r e a l l t h e h o b g o b l i n s o f o r d i n a r y l i fe , w h i c h 

e v e n y e t o f t e n u n i t e to a n n o y us, w i l l b e d r i v e n far a w a y , t h e r e 

w i l l j o y a n d p e a c e p e r p e t u a l l y inhabi t , t h e r e w i l l h e a v e n d e s c e n d 

to e a r t h a n d e a r t h r i s e u p to h e a v e n ; to a h e a v e n , m o r e o v e r , 

a s f u l l o f c o n t e n t m e n t , a s r e s p o n s i v e to e v e r y y e a r n i n g of t h e 

s o u l a s e v e r t h e C h u r c h h a s p a i n t e d . 

B u t s i n c e a l l t r u e a n d e a r n e s t l i fe m u s t a r i s e f r o m a n d r e t u r n 

to t h e idea l l i fe , to l i f e in i tse l f , so m u s t a s c h o o l o f d e v e l o p m e n t , 

w h i c h i s t o l e a d m e n , b y m e a n s o f t h e i r o r d i n a r y l ife, t o w a r d s that 

h i g h e r l i fe , b e i t se l f a t r u e s c h o o l o f r e l i g i o u s t r a i n i n g in t h e m o s t 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e s e n s e o f t h e w o r d . 

M a n o u g h t n o t to b e c o n t e n t e d w i t h t e a c h i n g m e r e l y d irected 

to s a t i s f y h i s n e e d s a s a c h i l d o f e a r t h , b u t m u s t d e m a n d a n d 

r e c e i v e f r o m e d u c a t i o n a t r u e f o u n d a t i o n , a c r e a t i v e , s a t i s f y i n g 

p r e p a r a t i o n f o r a l l t h e g r a d e s o f d e v e l o p m e n t o f n a t u r e a n d t h e 

w o r l d w h i c h m a n k i n d e n c o u n t e r s , a n d for t h e e v e r l a s t i n g h e r e 



* See the previous footnote, p. 93. 

Autobiography of Froebel. 

a n d b e y o n d of e a c h n e w m o m e n t o f e x i s t e n c e , f o r t h e e v e r l a s t i n g 

rest , t h e e v e r l a s t i n g a c t i v i t y , the e v e r l a s t i n g l i f e in G o d . 

A s , h o w e v e r , it i s o n l y a s a C h r i s t i a n , b e h e c o n s c i o u s l y or 

u n c o n s c i o u s l y so, b a p t i s e d or u n b a p t i s e d , t a k i n g t h e C h r i s t i a n 

n a m e or r e j e c t i n g it, that h e c a n t h i n k a n d act a f t e r th is f a s h i o n , 

y o u c a n s e e a t once t h e r e a s o n w h y m y s y s t e m of e d u c a t i o n f e e l s 

i t se l f to be , a n d i n fact c l a i m s to be, a n e d u c a t i o n a f t e r t h e t r u e 

spir i t , a n d f o l l o w i n g t h e p r e c e p t s o f J e s u s C h r i s t . 

T h r o u g h l o v e , m u t u a l fa i th , a n d a c o m m o n a i m t o w a r d s a c q u i r -

ing, m a n i f e s t i n g , a n d a c t i n g out k n o w l e d g e , t h e r e h a s g r o w n u p 

r o u n d m e a l itt le c o m p a n y of m e n b o u n d t o g e t h e r b y b e a u t i f u l 

h u m a n b o n d s , t h e l i k e o f w h i c h y o u w o u l d w i t h d i f f i c u l t y find 

e l s e w h e r e . I n y o u r last l e t t e r y o u d e s i r e d to h a v e s o m e a c c o u n t 

o f t h e s e f r i e n d s a n d m e m b e r s o f m y h o u s e h o l d . I w i l l d e s c r i b e 

t h e m for y o u . 

B u t i f m y a c c o u n t is to b e a n y t h i n g m o r e t h a n a l i f e l e s s l ist o f 

n a m e s , a n d if, t h o u g h it c a n n o t b e t h e c l o s e l y - b r a n c h e d t r e e o f l i fe 

w h i c h a c t u a l l y e x i s t s , it is at least to c o m e a s n e a r it a s a g a r l a n d 

or a n o s e g a y to t h e t ree , y o u m u s t p e r m i t m e to go b a c k a l i t t le 

into m y p a s t l i fe ; f o r o u t o f t h e s e l f - s a m e spir i t , w h e n c e a r o s e 

m y o w n e n d e a v o u r s a n d w h i c h g a v e i ts d i r e c t i o n to m y o w n l i fe , 

a r o s e a l s o t h e c i rc le o f t h o s e f r i e n d s w h o a r e n o w so c l o s e l y 

uni ted w i t h m e . 

T h e G e r m a n w a r o f 1 8 1 3 , i n w h i c h so m u c h s e e d - c o r n w a s 

s o w e d that p e r h a p s o n l y t h e s m a l l e r p a r t o f it h a s y e t s p r u n g 

u p , to s a y n o t h i n g of b l o s s o m i n g a n d f r u i t a g e , s o w e d a l s o t h e 

s e e d w h e n c e s p r a n g t h e first b e g i n n i n g s o f o u r assoc ia t ion , a n d 

of o u r h a r m o n i o u s c i r c l e . In A p r i l 1 8 1 3 J a h n led m e a n d o t h e r 

B e r l i n s t u d e n t s t o m e e t m y f u t u r e c o m r a d e s i n a r m s , L u t z o w ' s 

" B l a c k T r o o p ; " w e w e n t f r o m B e r l i n to D r e s d e n , a n d t h e n c e f o r 

t h e m o s t p a r t to L e i p z i g . O n th is m a r c h j a h n m a d e m e a c q u a i n t e d 

b e f o r e w c reached M e i s s e n w i t h a n o t h e r B e r l i n s t u d e n t , H e i n r i c h 

L a n g e t h a l , o f E r f u r t , a s a f e l l o w - c o u n t r y m a n of m i n e ; a n d 

L a n g e t h a l i n t r o d u c e d m e to h i s f r i e n d a n d f e l l o w - s t u d e n t in 

t h e o l o g y , M i d d e n d o r f f , o f B r e c h t e n , n e a r D o r t m u n d . * 

A w o n d e r f u l l y l o v e l y s p r i n g e v e n i n g s p e n t t o g e t h e r b y t h e 

f r i e n d l y s h o r e s o f E l b e , a n d a v i s i t t o t h e m a g n i f i c e n t C a t h e d r a l 

o f M e i s s e n , b r o u g h t m e n e a r e r to t h e s e a n d o t h e r c o m r a d e s ; b u t 

it w a s t h e p l e a s a n t b a n k s o f H a v e l at H a v e l b e r g , t h e c h a r m i n g 

s i tuat ion of t h e g r a n d c a t h e d r a l , t h e " R h i n e T r a v e l s " o f G e o r g 

F o r s t e r , a c o m m o n l o v e f o r n a t u r e , a n d a b o v e al l a c o m m o n e a g e r 

y e a r n i n g f o r h i g h e r c u l t u r e t h a t b o u n d u s t h r e e f o r e v e r t o g e t h e r . * 

T h e w a r i n a l l i t s e x h i l a r a t i o n a n d d e p r e s s i o n , its p r i v a t i o n and 

p l e a s u r e , i t s t r a n s i e n t a n d i ts p e r m a n e n t a s p e c t s , f l o w e d o n ; 

s o m e t i m e s n e a r e r t o us, s o m e t i m e s f u r t h e r a w a y . I n A u g u s t 

1 8 1 4 I w a s r e l e a s e d f r o m s e r v i c e , a n d r e t u r n e d to B e r l i n , t h e r e 

to e n t e r u p o n t h e p o s t + at t h e U n i v e r s i t y M u s e u m , " w h i c h I h a v e 

a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d . 

S o o n a f t e r , q u i t e u n e x p e c t e d l y , I ran a g a i n s t m y f r i e n d s aga in , 

w h o h a d c o m e b a c k to B e r l i n to finish t h e i r s tudies . A f t e r b e i n g 

s o m e w h a t s e p a r a t e d b y t h e n a t u r e o f o u r w o r k , t h e y a s e a g e r l y 

s t u d y i n g t h e o l o g y a s I did n a t u r a l sc ience , o u r c o m m o n n e e d a n d 

i n n e r a s p i r a t i o n b r o u g h t u s o n c e m o r e t o g e t h e r . T h e y h a d 

t a k e n s o m e p r i v a t e t e a c h i n g , a n d w e r e f r e q u e n t l y d r i v e n to s e e k 

m y c o u n s e l a n d i n s t r u c t i o n b y t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s o f t h e i r n e w pos i -

tion. W h e n t h e w a r b r o k e out a f r e s h i n 1 8 1 5 , M i d d e n d o r f f h a d 

b e e n l i v i n g f o r s e v e r a l m o n t h s p r e v i o u s l y w i t h m e a s r o o m 

c o m p a n i o n . T h u s had l i fe t h r o w n u s c l o s e l y t o g e t h e r , so t h a t I 

could s e e e a c h o n e e x a c t l y a s h e w a s , in a l l h is i n d i v i d u a l i t y , w i t h 

h i s q u a l i t i e s a n d h i s d e f i c i e n c i e s , w i t h w h a t h e could c o n t r i b u t e , 

a n d w h a t h e w o u l d h a v e to r e c e i v e f r o m o t h e r s . 

In O c t o b e r 1 8 x 6 I l e f t m y p o s t , a n d q u i t t e d B e r l i n , w i t h o u t a s 

y e t c o n f i d i n g to a n y o n e e x a c t l y w h a t o u t w a r d a i m I h a d i n v i e w , 

s i m p l y s a y i n g that I w o u l d w r i t e a n d g i v e s o m e a c c o u n t o f m y s e l f 

a s s o o n a s I h a d f o u n d w h a t I se t out t o s e e k . In N o v e m b e r o f 

t h e s a m e y e a r m y d e a r l y l o v e d b r o t h e r , J t h e e l d e s t n o w l i v i n g , 

w h o m I m a d e m y c o n f i d a n t so f a r a s that w a s p o s s i b l e , a n d w h o 

w a s a t that t i m e a m a n u f a c t u r e r a t O s t e r o d e i n the I l a r z distr ict , 

g a v e m e h i s t w o s o n s to e d u c a t e . T h e y w e r e h i s o n l y s o n s , t h o u g h 

* These events and situations are fully set forth in the letter to the Duke of 

Meiningen, ante. 
+ As mineralogist. 

J Christian Ludwig Froebei» 



not h i s o n l y c h i l d r e n ; t w o b o y s o f s i x a n d e i g h t y e a r s o ld 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . W i t h t h e s e b o y s I se t o u t f o r a v i l l a g e o n t h e I l m 

c a l l e d G r i e s h e i m , a n d t h e r e I a d d e d to m y l i t t le f a m i l y , f i rs t t w o , 

t h e n a third, t h a t is , a l t o g e t h e r t h r e e o t h e r n e p h e w s , t h e o r p h a n s o n s 

o f m y l a t e d e a r e s t b r o t h e r , * h e w h o h a d a l w a y s b e s t s y m p a t h i s e d 

w i t h m e t h r o u g h l i fe . H e h a d b e e n m i n i s t e r at G r i e s h e i m , a n d 

h i s w i d o w st i l l l i v e d t h e r e . H e h a d d i e d o f h o s p i t a l f e v e r i n 

1 8 1 3 , j u s t a f t e r t h e c e s s a t i o n o f t h e w a r . I r e c k o n , t h e r e f o r e , t h e 

d u r a t i o n o f m y p r e s e n t e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k f r o m N o v e m b e r 1 6 t h , 

1 8 1 6 . 

A l r e a d y I h a d w r i t t e n f r o m O s t e r o d e to M i d d e n d o r f f at B e r l i n , 

i n v i t i n g h i m a n d L a n g e t h a l to j o i n m e a n d h e l p in w o r k i n g out 

a s y s t e m of l i fe a n d e d u c a t i o n w o r t h y o f man. It w a s o n l y 

p o s s i b l e f o r M i d d e n d o r f f t o r e a c h m e b y A p r i l 1 8 1 7 , a n d 

L a n g e t h a l c o u l d n o t a r r i v e unt i l e v e n t h e f o l l o w i n g S e p t e m b e r . 

T h e lat ter , h o w e v e r , s e n t m e , b y M i d d e n d o r f f , h i s b r o t h e r , a b o y 

o f e l e v e n y e a r s o ld ; + s o t h a t I n o w h a d s i x p u p i l s . In J u n e o f 

the s a m e y e a r ( 1 8 1 7 ) f a m i l y r e a s o n s c a u s e d m e to m o v e f r o m 

G r i e s h e i m to t h i s p l a c e , K e i l h a u . i N e x t c a m e o t h e r p u p i l s a l s o , 

w i t h L a n g e t h a l ' s a r r i v a l i n S e p t e m b e r . M y h o u s e h o l d w a s 

g r o w i n g fast, a n d y e t I h a d n o h o u s e o f m y o w n . In a w a y o n l y 

c o m p r e h e n s i b l e to H i m W h o k n o w s t h e w o r k i n g s o f t h e m i n d , I 

m a n a g e d b y N o v e m b e r t o g e t t h e s c h o o l t h a t I n o w o c c u p y bui l t 

a s a f r a m e - h o u s e , b u t w i t h o u t b e i n g i n p o s s e s s i o n of t h e g r o u n d 

it s tood on. 

I p a s s o v e r t h e s p a c e o f a y e a r , w h i c h w a s n e v e r t h e l e s s so r ich 

in e x p e r i e n c e s o f t r o u b l e a n d j o y , o f t i m e s w h e n w e w e r e cast 

d o w n , a n d o t h e r t i m e s w h e n w e w e r e l i f ted u p , t h a t i t s d e s c r i p t i o n 

w o u l d e a s i l y fil l m a n y t i m e s t h e s p a c e e v e n of th is l o n g let ter . 

In J u n e of t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r I b e c a m e i n t h e m o s t r e m a r k a b l e 

w a y p o s s e s s o r o f t h e l i t t le f a r m w h i c h I s t i l l hold , in K e i l h a u , a n d 

t h u s f o r t h e first t i m e p o s s e s s o r a l s o o f t h e land u p o n w h i c h t h e 

* Christoph. 

f This younger Langethal afterwards became a Professor in the University 

of Jena. 

$ The minister's widow lost her widow's privilege of residence at Griesheim 

by the death of her father, and bought a farm at Keilhau. 

s c h o o l h o u s e h a d a l r e a d y b e e n e r e c t e d . * A s y e t t h e r e w e r e n o 

o t h e r b u i l d i n g s t h e r e . 

In S e p t e m b e r 1 8 1 8 I b r o u g h t to t h e h o u s e h o l d , st i l l f u r t h e r 

i n c r e a s e d , a n d n o w so r ich w i t h c h i l d r e n a n d b r o t h e r s , i ts house-

wife, in t h e p e r s o n of a l a d y w h o m a l i k e l o v e o f N a t u r e a n d of 

c h i l d h o o d w i t h m y o w n , a n d a l i k e h i g h a n d e a r n e s t c o n c e p t i o n 

o f e d u c a t i o n , a s t h e p r e p a r a t i o n f o r a l i fe w o r t h y o f m a n , had 

d r a w n t o w a r d s m e . S h e w a s a c c o m p a n i e d b y a y o u n g g i r l w h o m 

s h e h a d s o m e t i m e b e f o r e a d o p t e d a s a d a u g h t e r , a n d w h o n o w 

c a m e w i t h h e r t o ass is t h e r i n t h e d u t i e s o f t h e h o u s e h o l d . t 

W e h a d n o w a s e v e r e s t r u g g l e f o r e x i s t e n c e f o r t h e w h o l e t i m e 

u p to 1 8 2 0 . W i t h a l l o u r e f for ts w e n e v e r c o u l d g e t t h e s c h o o l 

h o u s e e n l a r g e d ; o t h e r st i l l m o r e n e c e s s a r y b u i l d i n g s h a d to b e 

e r e c t e d first, u n d e r p r e s s i n g n e e d for t h e m , t In t h e y e a r 1820, 

* Froebel told his sister-in-law that he "desired to be a father to her 

orphaned children." The widow understood this in quite a special and peculiar 

sense, whereof Froebel had not the remotest idea. Later on, when she came 

to know that Froebel was engaged to another lady, she made over to him 

the Keilhau farm, and herself went to live at Volkstadt. 

t This young girl, the adopted daughter of the first Madame Froebel, was 

named Ernestine Chrispine, and afterwards married Langethal. Froebel's 

first wife, Henrietta Wilhelmine Hoffmeister, was born at Berlin 20th Septem-

ber, 1780. and was therefore thirty-eight at the time of her marriage. She was 

a remarkable woman, highly cultured, a pupil of Schleiermacher and of Fichte. 

Before her marriage with Froebel she had been married to an official in the 

War Office, and had been separated from him on account of his misconduct. 

Middendorff and Langethal knew the family well, and had frequently spoken 

with Froebel about this lady, who was admired and respected by both of them. 

Froebel saw her once in the mineralogical museum at Berlin, and was wonder-

fully struck by her, especially because of the readiness in which she entered into 

his educational ideas. When afterwards he desired to marry, he wrote to the lady 

and invited her to give up her life to the furtherance of those ideas with which 

she had once shown herself to be so deeply penetrated, and to become his wife. 

She received his proposal favourably, but her father, an old War Office official, 

at first made objections. Eventually she left her comfortable home to plunge 

amidst the privations and hardships of all kinds abundantly connected with 

educational struggles. She soon rose to great honour with all the little circle, 

and was deeply loved and most tenderly treated by Froebel himself. In her 

willingness to make sacrifices and her cheerfulness under privations, she set 

them all an example. She died at Blankenburg in May 1839. 

J The expected dowry was never forthcoming, which made matters harder. 



o n A s c e n s i o n D a y , m y b r o t h e r f r o m O s t e r o d e , w h o s e t w o s o n s 

w e r e a l r e a d y m y pupi ls , c a m e to j o i n m e w i t h h i s w h o l e f a m i l y 

a n d a l l h i s p o s s e s s i o n s ; urged b y h i s l o v e f o r his b o y s , a n d a w i s h to 

h e l p i n t h e a d v a n c e m e n t o f m y l i f e ' s p u r p o s e . A s m y b r o t h e r , 

b e y o n d t h e t w o sons I h a v e m e n t i o n e d , h a d t h r e e d a u g h t e r s , m y 

f a m i l y w a s increased b y five p e r s o n s t h r o u g h h i s a r r i v a l . * 

T h e c o m p l e t i o n of the s c h o o l - h o u s e w a s n o w p u s h e d o n w i t h 

z e a l ; b u t i t w a s 1822 b e f o r e w e g o t it finished. O u r l i fe f r o m 

t h i s p o i n t b e c o m e s so c o m p l e x t h a t it is i m p o s s i b l e t o d o m o r e 

t h a n j u s t m e n t i o n w h a t a p p l i e s t o t h e A s s o c i a t i o n f o r m e d b y 

o u r st i l l u n i t e d m e m b e r s . 

In 1 8 2 3 , M i d d e n d o r f f s s i s ter ' s s o n B a r o p , t i l l t h e n a d i v i n i t y 

s t u d e n t i n H a l l e , v is i ted u s ; a n d h e w a s so i m p r e s s e d b y t h e 

w h o l e w o r k that h e w a s i r r e s i s t i b l y d r i v e n s o o n a f t e r w a r d s to j o i n 

u s in o u r l i f e - t a s k . f S i n c e 1823, w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of s u c h b r e a k s 

a s h i s w o r k in life d e m a n d e d , h e h a s b e e n u n i n t e r r u p t e d l y o n e of 

o u r c o m m u n i t y , s h a r i n g in o u r w o r k . A t t h i s m o m e n t + h e i s in 

B e r l i n , s e r v i n g his o n e y e a r w i t h t h e c o l o u r s a s a v o l u n t e e r , a n d 

d e v o t i n g w h a t t ime h e h a s to s p a r e , to e a r n e s t s t u d y , e s p e c i a l l y 

that o f n a t u r a l science. W e h o p e to h a v e h i m b a c k w i t h u s n e x t 

s p r i n g . I n t h e a u t u m n o f 1 8 2 5 L a n g e t h a l b e c a m e e n g a g e d to m y 

w i f e ' s a d o p t e d daughter , w h o h a d c o m e w i t h h e r f r o m B e r l i n ; 

a n d M i d d e n d o r f f b e c a m e e n g a g e d to m y b r o t h e r ' s e l d e s t d a u g h t e r . 

A s c e n s i o n D a y 1826 w a s t h e w e d d i n g - d a y for b o t h c o u p l e s . 

H e a v e n b l e s s e d each m a r r i a g e w i t h a d a u g h t e r , b u t t o o k b a c k to 

i t se l f t h e l i t t l e one o f L a n g e t h a l . 

S t i l l a n o t h e r faithful c o l l e a g u e m u s t I r e m e m b e r h e r e , H e r r 

C a r l f r o m H i l d b u r g h a u s e n , w h o h a s b e e n s i n c e N e w Y e a r ' s 

* Christian had already assisted his brother at Griesheim, and before that, to 

the utmost o f his power. The three daughters were (1 ) Albertine, born 29th 

Dcccmbcr. 1801, afterwards married Middendorff; (2) Emilie, born n t h 

July, 1804, married Barop, died 18th August, i860, at Keilhau ; (3) Elise, 

born 5th January, 1814, married Dr. Siegfried Schaffner, one of the Keilhau 

colleagues, later on. 

t Johannes Arnold Barop, Middendorffs nephew, was born at Dortmund, 

29th November. 1S02. He afterwards became proprietor and, principal of 

Keilhau. 

t March 1828. 

D a y 1 8 2 5 a m e m b e r o f o u r I n s t i t u t e , h i s p a r t i c u l a r w o r k b e i n g 

to teach i n s t r u m e n t a l m u s i c a n d s i n g i n g . H e l i v e s a n d w o r k s in 

t h e t r u e s p i r i t o f t h e I n s t i t u t e , a n d i s b o u n d u p h e a r t a n d s o u l 

w i t h i ts f o r t u n e s . * O f o t h e r t e a c h e r s , w h o h a v e -assisted u s i n 

t h e Inst i tute f o r g r e a t e r or l e s s t i m e , I n e e d not s p e a k ; t h e y 

n e v e r p r o p e r l y b e l o n g e d to o u r c irc le . A m o n g s t a l l t h e s p e c i -

a l l y a s s o c i a t e d m e m b e r s o f o u r l i t t le b a n d , not o n e b r e a c h 

h a s o c c u r r e d s i n c e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f o u r w o r k . I w o u l d I could 

f e e l that I had a c c o m p l i s h e d w h a t I h a v e a i m e d at in this l e t t e r — 

n a m e l y , to m a k e y o u a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e i n n e r d e ^ p - s e a t e d 

c o m m o n life w h i c h r e a l l y b i n d s t o g e t h e r t h e m e m b e r s c o m p o s i n g 

o u r o u t w a r d l y u n i t e d a s s o c i a t i o n ; a l t h o u g h it h a s o n l y b e e n 

f e a s i b l e r a t h e r to s u g g e s t b y i m p l i c a t i o n t h e i n t e r n a l m e n t a l 

p h e n o m e n a of t h e e x t e r n a l b o n d s o f u n i o n t h a n p r o p e r l y to indi-

c a t e t h e m a n d to s e t t h e m c l e a r l y for th . 

* * * * * * * 

* This excellent man was drowned in the Saale while bathing, soon after this 

letter was written. 



T h i s e n d s the autobiographica l par t of the K r a u s e letter. H e r e 

and there in the footnotes the p r e s e n t editors, p r o f o u n d a d m i r e r s o f 

the g r e a t master , h a v e v e n t u r e d to crit icise f r a n k l y the inordinate 

bel ie f in h i m s e l f w h i c h w a s at once F r o e b e l ' s strength .and his w e a k -

ness. O n t h e one hand, his noble and tru ly gigantic ef forts w e r e only 

m a d e poss ib le b y his a l m o s t fanatical conviction in his pr inc ip les 

and in his mission. O n the other hand, this dogmatic att itude 

m a d e it v e r y diff icult to w o r k w i t h h i m , for p e r s o n s o f a n y inde-

p e n d e n c e o f m i n d . H e could s c a r c e l y brook discuss ion, n e v e r 

contradict ion. T h i s is m o s t character is t ica l ly s h o w n b y a frag-

m e n t of F r o e b e l ' s dated i s t A p r i l , 1829, as f o l l o w s : — 

" I consider m y o w n w o r k and effort as unique in all t ime, as 

necessary i n itself, and as the messenger of reformation for all ages , 

w o r k i n g f o r w a r d s and b a c k w a r d s , o f fer ing and g i v i n g to m a n k i n d 

al l that it needs, and al l that it p e r p e t u a l l y s e e k s on e v e r y side. 

1 h a v e no complaint to m a k e if o thers th ink o t h e r w i s e a b o u t i t ; I 

can bear w i t h t h e m ;* I can e v e n , i f need be, l ive w i t h them, and 

this 1 have actual ly d o n e ; but I can s h a r e no l i fe-aim w i t h them, 

t h e y and I h a v e no unity of p u r p o s e in life. It is not I, it is t h e y 

w h o are at fault h e r e i n ; I do not s e p a r a t e m y s e l f f r o m them, 

they w i t h d r a w t h e m s e l v e s f r o m m e . " 

T o get a v i e w of F r o e b e l ' s w o r k from the practical side, so as 

to s u p p l e m e n t the account w e h a v e r e c e i v e d f r o m Froebe l h i m s e l f 

a s to the origination and d e v e l o p m e n t of the pr inc ip les upon 

w h i c h that w o r k w a s based, w e h a v e se lected a sketch b y B a r o p 

entit led " Crit ical M o m e n t s in the F r o e b e l C o m m u n i t y ; " w r i t t e n 

for Dr . L a n g e ' s edition b y B a r o p (then the pr incipal and proprietor 

o f K e i l h a u ) about t h e y e a r 1862. 

* He always regarded himself as perfectly tolerant. 

S 

CRITICAL MOMENTS IN T H E FROEBEL 
COMMUNITY. 

N D E R this h e a d i n g B a r o p w r i t e s as f o l l o w s : — 

A b o u t 1827 w e w e r e in an u n u s u a l l y critical 

position. Y o u k n o w h o w little m e a n s w e had 

w h e n w e b e g a n to create o u r Inst i tut ion.* Mid-

d e n d o r f f had sacrificed his ent ire inheri tance f r o m 

his father, but the p u r c h a s e of the ground and the erect ion 

o f n e c e s s a r y b u i l d i n g s called for cons iderable s u m s , so that 

M i d d e n d o r f P s addition to the capital had d isappeared l ike drops 

of w a t e r fal l ing on a hot stone. M y father- in-law, Christ ian 

L u d w i g Froebe l , had later on c o m e f o r w a r d and placed his ent ire 

fortune uncondit ional ly in the h a n d s of his b r o t h e r , | but e v e n this 

sacri f ice w a s not suff ic ient to k e e p a w a y care and w a n t f r o m the 

door . M y o w n father w a s a man o f means , but he w a s so a n g r y at 

m y j o i n i n g the Froebe l c o m m u n i t y at K e i l h a u + that h e refused m e 

a n y assistance w h a t e v e r . Mistrust s u r r o u n d e d us on al l s ides in 

t h e s e e a r l y y e a r s of o u r w o r k ; o p e n and concealed e n m i t i e s 

assailed us both f r o m n e a r and far, and s o u g h t to e m b i t t e r o u r lot 

and to n ip o u r ef forts in the bud. N o n e t h e less for this, the 

institution b lossomed quick and f a i r ; but later on, through t h e 

w e l l - k n o w n persecution directed against associat ions o f s tudents , 

it w a s brought to the v e r g e of ruin, for the spirit of 1 8 1 5 w a s 

incarnate w i t h i n it, and it w a s this spirit w h i c h at t h e t i m e 

(about 1 8 2 7 ) w a s the object o f the e x t r e m e s t irr i tat ion.§ It 

* Froebel moved from Griesheim to Keilhau in 1817. 
t In 1820. 
J It was in 1828 that Barop formally and definitely joined the Froebel com-

munity. 
§ The long turmoil of the Napoleonic wars, the outcome of the French Revo-

lution, ceased in 1815 ; and the minds of the students and the other youths of 
the country, set free from this terrible struggle for liberty, turned towards the 



T h i s e n d s the autobiographica l par t of the K r a u s e letter. H e r e 

and there in the footnotes the p r e s e n t editors, p r o f o u n d a d m i r e r s o f 
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contradict ion. T h i s is m o s t character is t ica l ly s h o w n b y a frag-

m e n t of F r o e b e l ' s dated i s t A p r i l , 1829, as f o l l o w s : — 

" I consider m y o w n w o r k and effort as unique in all t ime, as 

necessary i n itself, and as the messenger of reformation for all ages , 

w o r k i n g f o r w a r d s and b a c k w a r d s , of fer ing and g i v i n g to m a n k i n d 

al l that it needs, and al l that it p e r p e t u a l l y s e e k s on e v e r y side. 

1 h a v e no complaint to m a k e if o thers th ink o t h e r w i s e a b o u t i t ; I 

can bear w i t h t h e m ;* I can e v e n , i f need be, l ive w i t h them, and 

this 1 have actual ly d o n e ; but I can s h a r e no l i fe-aim w i t h them, 

t h e y and I h a v e no unity of p u r p o s e in life. It is not I, it is t h e y 

w h o are at fault h e r e i n ; I do not s e p a r a t e m y s e l f f r o m them, 

they w i t h d r a w t h e m s e l v e s f r o m m e . " 

T o get a v i e w of F r o e b e l ' s w o r k from the practical side, so as 

to s u p p l e m e n t the account w e h a v e r e c e i v e d f r o m Froebe l h i m s e l f 

a s to the origination and d e v e l o p m e n t of the pr inc ip les upon 

w h i c h that w o r k w a s based, w e h a v e se lected a sketch b y B a r o p 

entit led " Crit ical M o m e n t s in the F r o e b e l C o m m u n i t y ; " w r i t t e n 

for Dr . L a n g e ' s edition b y B a r o p (then the pr incipal and proprietor 

o f K e i l h a u ) about t h e y e a r 1862. 

* He always regarded himself as perfectly tolerant. 
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reformation of their own country. Many associations were formed : perhaps 

here and there wild talk was indulged in. T h e Government grew alarmed, 

and though the students had invariably acted with perfect legality, all their asso-

ciations were dispersed and forbidden. 

* Christian Froebel and his wife. 
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w o u l d c a r r y m e too f a r w e r e I to a t t e m p t t o g i v e a c o m p l e t e 

a c c o u n t o f t h e s e things . A t t i m e s it r e a l l y s e e m e d a s i f t h e d e v i l 

h i m s e l f m u s t b e let l o o s e a g a i n s t us. T h e n u m b e r o f o u r p u p i l s 

s a n k to five o r s i x , a n d a s the s m a l l r e c e i p t s d w i n d l e d m o r e a n d 

m o r e , s o d i d t h e b u r d e n of d e b t r i s e h i g h e r a n d h i g h e r till it 

r e a c h e d a g i d d y h e i g h t . C r e d i t o r s s t o r m e d at u s f r o m e v e r y s i d e , 

u r g e d o n b y l a w y e r s w h o i m b r u e d t h e i r h a n d s in o u r m i s e r y . 

F r o e b e l w o u l d r u n out at the b a c k d o o r a n d e s c a p e a m o n g s t t h e 

h i l l s w h e n e v e r d u n n i n g c r e d i t o r s a p p e a r e d . M i d d e n d o r f f , a n d h e 

a l o n e , g e n e r a l l y s u c c e e d e d in q u i e t i n g t h e m , a feat w h i c h m i g h t 

s e e m i n c r e d i b l e to a l l b u t those w h o h a v e k n o w n t h e f a s c i n a t i o n 

of M i d d e n d o r f P s a d d r e s s . S o m e t i m e s q u i t e m o v i n g s c e n e s 

o c c u r r e d , f u l l o f f o r b e a r a n c e , t r u s t f u l n e s s , a n d n o b l e s e n t i m e n t , o n 

t h e p a r t o f w o r k m e n w h o had c o m e to a s k u s f o r t h e i r m o n e y . 

A l o c k s m i t h , f o r ins tance , w a s s t r o n g l y a d v i s e d b y h i s l a w y e r t o 

" b r i n g a n a c t i o n aga inst t h e s c a m p s , " f r o m w h o m n o m o n e y w a s 

to b e g o t , a n d w h o w e r e e v i d e n t l y o n t h e p o i n t o f f a i l u r e . T h e 

l o c k s m i t h i n d i g n a n t l y r e p u d i a t e d t h e i n s u l t t h u s l e v e l l e d a g a i n s t 

u s , a n d r e p l i e d s h o r t l y that h e h a d r a t h e r l o s e h i s h a r d - e a r n e d 

m o n e y t h a n h o l d a d o u b t a s to o u r h o n o u r a b l e c o n d u c t , a n d that 

n o t h i n g w a s f u r t h e r f r o m h i s t h o u g h t s t h a n to i n c r e a s e o u r 

t r o u b l e s . A h ! a n d t h e s e t r o u b l e s w e r e h a r d to b e a r , f o r M i d d e n -

dorff" h a d a l r e a d y m a r r i e d , a n d I f o l l o w e d h i s e x a m p l e . W h e n I 

p r o p o s e d f o r m y w i f e , m y f u t u r e f a t h e r - i n - l a w a n d m o t h e r - i n - l a w * 

s a i d , " Y o u s u r e l y w i l l not r e m a i n l o n g e r i n K e i l h a u ? " I 

a n s w e r e d , " Y e s ! I d o intend to r e m a i n h e r e . T h e i d e a f o r 

w h i c h w e l i v e s e e m s to m e to b e in h a r m o n y w i t h t h e s p i r i t o f 

t h e a g e , a n d a l s o o f d e e p i m p o r t a n c e in i t s e l f ; a n d I h a v e n o 

d o u b t b u t t h a t m e n w i l l c o m e to b e l i e v e in u s b e c a u s e o f o u r r i g h t 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g of th is i d e a , in t h e s a m e w a y that w e o u r s e l v e s 

b e l i e v e i n t h e i n v i s i b l e . " A s a m a t t e r o f fact , n o n e of u s h a v e e v e r 

s w e r v e d o n e i n s t a n t f r o m t h e f u l l e s t b e l i e f in o u r e d u c a t i o n a l 

m i s s i o n , a n d t h e m o s t cr i t ical d i l e m m a in t h e t i m e s w e h a v e 

the Froebel Community. 129 

p a s s e d t h r o u g h h a s n e v e r r e v e a l e d o n e s i n g l e w a v e r i n g s o u l i n 

th is l i t t le v a l l e y . 

W h e n o u r d i s t r e s s h a d risen to i ts h i g h e s t p i t c h , a n e w a n d 

u n e x p e c t e d p r o s p e c t s u d d e n l y r e v e a l e d i t s e l f . * S e v e r a l v e r y 

i n f l u e n t i a l f r i e n d s o f o u r s s p o k e to the D u k e o f M e i n i n g e n o f o u r 

w o r k . H e s u m m o n e d F r o e b e l to h i m , a n d m a d e i n q u i r i e s a s to 

h i s p l a n s f o r t h e f u t u r e . F r o e b e l laid b e f o r e h i m a p lan f o r a n 

e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t e , ! c o m p l e t e i n e v e r y p a r t i c u l a r , w h i c h w e 

h a d al l w o r k e d at in c o m m o n to d r a w up, in w h i c h not o n l y t h e 

o r d i n a r y " l e a r n e d " b r a n c h e s o f e d u c a t i o n b u t a l s o h a n d i c r a f t s , 

s u c h a s c a r p e n t e r i n g , w e a v i n g , b o o k b i n d i n g , t i l l i n g t h e g r o u n d 

a n d s o o n w e r e u s e d a s m e a n s o f c u l t u r e . D u r i n g h a l f t h e s c h o o l 

h o u r s s t u d i e s w e r e t o b e p u r s u e d , a n d t h e o t h e r h a l f w a s to b e 

o c c u p i e d b y h a n d i w o r k of o n e k i n d or a n o t h e r . T h i s w o r k w a s 

to g i v e o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r d i rect i n s t r u c t i o n ; a n d a b o v e al l it w a s 

s o p l a n n e d a s to e x c i t e in t h e m i n d o f t h e chi ld a n e c e s s i t y f o r 

e x p l a n a t i o n s a s w e l l a s t o g r a t i f y h i s d e s i r e f o r c r e a t i v e n e s s a n d 

f o r pract ica l u s e f u l n e s s . T h e a w a k e n i n g of t h i s e a g e r d e s i r e f o r 

l e a r n i n g a n d c r e a t i v e a c t i v i t y , w a s o n e of t h e f u n d a m e n t a l t h o u g h t s 

o f F r i e d r i c h F r o e b e l ' s m i n d . T h e o b j e c t - t e a c h i n g o f P e s t a l o z z i 

s e e m e d to h i m not to g o f a r e n o u g h ; a n d h e w a s a l w a y s s e e k i n g 

to r e g a r d m a n n o t o n l y a s a r e c e p t i v e b e i n g , b u t a c r e a t i v e , a n d 

e s p e c i a l l y a s a p r o d u c t i v e one. W e n e v e r could w o r k out o u r i d e a s 

i n K e i l h a u s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , b e c a u s e w e could not p r o c u r e e f f i c ient 

t e c h n i c a l t e a c h i n g ; a n d b e f o r e a l l t h i n g s w e w a n t e d t h e p u p i l s t h e m -

s e l v e s . B u t n o w b y t h e h e l p o f t h e D u k e o f M e i n i n g e n o u r k e e n e s t 

h o p e s s e e m e d o n t h e p o i n t o f gra t i f i ca t ion . T h e w o r k i n g o u t o f t h e 

p l a n s p o k e n o f a b o v e , led u s to m a n y p r a c t i c a l c o n s t r u c t i o n s i n 

w h i c h a l r e a d y lay t h e e l e m e n t s o f t h e f u t u r e K i n d e r g a r t e n occupa-

t i o n s . T h e s e m o d e l s a r e n o w s c a t t e r e d far a n d w i d e , a n d i n d e e d 

a r e f o r t h e m o s t p a r t l o s t ; b u t the w r i t t e n p lan h a s b e e n p r e s e r v e d . 

T h e D u k e o f M e i n i n g e n w a s m u c h p l e a s e d w i t h F r o e b e l ' s 

e x p l a n a t i o n s o f th is p l a n , a n d w i t h t h e c o m p l e t e a n d o p e n - h e a r t e d 

* This was 1S27-29. 

f This is the interesting plan of the Public Educational Institution and 
Orphanage in Helba, with which admirers of Froebel are probably already well 
acquainted. It is given in full in Lange's " Froebel," vol. i., p. 401. 



w a y in w h i c h e v e r y t h i n g w a s laid b e f o r e h i m . A p r o p o s i t i o n 

w a s n o w m a d e that F r o e b e l s h o u l d r e c e i v e t h e es tate o f H e l b a 

w i t h t h i r t y a c r e s o f land, a n d a y e a r l y s u b s i d y of 1,000 f l o r i n s . * 

In p a s s i n g it m a y b e n o t i c e d that F r o e b e l w a s c o n s u l t e d b y t h e 

d u k e a s to t h e e d u c a t i o n of t h e h e r e d i t a r y p r i n c e . F r o e b e l a t 

once sa id o u t r i g h t that n o good w o u l d b e d o n e for t h e f u t u r e r u l e r 

if he w e r e not b r o u g h t u p in t h e s o c i e t y of o t h e r b o y s . T h e d u k e 

came to h i s o p i n i o n , a n d t h e p r i n c e w a s ac tua l ly so t a u g h t a n d 

b r o u g h t up. 

W h e n F r o e b e l c a m e b a c k f r o m M e i n i n g e n t t h e w h o l e c o m -

m u n i t y w a s n a t u r a l l y o v e r j o y e d ; b u t t h e i r j o y did not last v e r y 

long. A m a n o f h i g h s t a t i o n in M e i n i n g e n w h o w a s a c c u s t o m e d 

to e x e r c i s e a sort o f d i c t a t o r s h i p in educat ional m a t t e r s , a s h e 

w a s t h e r i g h t - h a n d m a n of t h e p r i n c e in such t h i n g s , a m a n a l s o 

w h o h a d e a r n e d a n h o n o u r a b l e p l a c e in l i t e r a t u r e (of w h i c h n o 

one s u r e l y w o u l d s e e k to d e p r i v e him), f e a r e d m u c h les t t h e 

e levat ion of F r o e b e l s h o u l d i n j u r e h i s o w n i n f l u e n c e . W e w e r e 

therefore, all o f a s u d d e n , o n c e a g a i n assa i led w i t h the m e a n e s t a n d 

most d e t e s t a b l e c h a r g e s , to w h i c h o u r u n f o r t u n a t e posi t ion a t 

K e i l h a u l e n t a c o n v e n i e n t h a n d l e . T h e d u k e r e c e i v e d s e c r e t 

w a r n i n g s a g a i n s t us. H e b e g a n to w a v e r , a n d in a t e m p o r i s i n g 

w a y s e n t a g a i n to F r o e b e l , p r o p o s i n g that he s h o u l d f irst t r y a p r o -

v i s i o n a l ' e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t w e n t y p u p i l s a s an e x p e r i m e n t . F r o e b e l 

s a w t h e i n t e n t i o n in t h e d u k e ' s m i n d , a n d w a s t h r o w n o u t of 

h u m o u r a t o n c e ; for w h e n he s u s p e c t e d m i s t r u s t he los t a l l 

hope, a n d i m m e d i a t e l y c a s t f r o m h i s m i n d w h a t a f e w h o u r s 

before h a d so w a r m l y e n c o u r a g e d h i m . T h e r e f o r e F r o e b e l 

at once b r o k e off all n e g o t i a t i o n s , a n d set o u t for F r a n k f u r t , 

to d i s c u s s t h e w o r k a t K e i l h a u w i t h his f r i e n d s ; s i n c e a f t e r 

so m a n y t r o u b l e s he h a d a l m o s t b e g u n to l o s e faith in h i m -

self. H e r e b y c h a n c e h e m e t t h e w e l l - k n o w n m u s i c a l c o m p o s e r 

S c h n y d e r , f r o m W a r t e n s e e . H e to ld this g e n t l e m a n of t h e e v e n t s 

w h i c h h a d j u s t o c c u r r e d , t a l k e d t o h i m of h i s p l a n s a n d o f o u r 

w o r k at K e i l h a u , and e x e r c i s e d u p o n h i m that o v e r p o w e r i n g 

i n f l u e n c e w h i c h is t h e p e c u l i a r p r o p e r t y of c r e a t i v e m i n d s . 

* Say ¿100. 
f In 1829. 

S c h n y d e r s a w t h e v a l u e o f h i s e f forts , a n d b e g g e d h i m to s e t u p 

a n e d u c a t i o n a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t in h i s cas t le on t h e W a r t e n s e e , in 

S w i t z e r l a n d , * F r o e b e l h u r r i e d l y s e i z e d w i t h j o y t h e h a n d t h u s 

held o u t to h i m , a n d a t o n c e set o f f for W a r t e n s e e w i t h h i s 

n e p h e w , m y b r o t h e r - i n - l a w F e r d i n a n d . 

T h e r e F r i e d r i c h a n d F e r d i n a n d F r o e b e l had a l r e a d y b e e n l i v i n g 

a n d w o r k i n g s o m e l itt le t i m e w h e n I w a s a s k e d b y t h e rest o f t h e 

c o m m u n i t y w h o sti l l r e m a i n e d a t K e i l h a u to g o a n d s e e f o r m y s e l f 

e x a c t l y h o w t h e y w e r e g e t t i n g on in S w i t z e r l a n d . W i t h ten 

t h a l e r s + in m y p o c k e t , a n d in p o s s e s s i o n o f o n e old s u m m e r coat, 

w h i c h I w o r e , and a t h r e a d b a r e frock-coat , w h i c h I c a r r i e d o v e r 

m y a r m , I s e t off on " S h a n k s ' s m a r e " Z to t r a v e l t h e w h o l e w a y . 

I f I w e r e to g o into d e t a i l s a s to w h a t I w e n t t h r o u g h on that 

j o u r n e y , I s h o u l d p r o b a b l y r u n t h e r isk o f b e i n g c h a r g e d w i t h 

g r o s s e x a g g e r a t i o n . E n o u g h , I g o t to m y dest inat ion, a n d w h e n 

1 a s k e d in t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d a b o u t m y f r i e n d s a n d t h e i r d o i n g s , 

I l e a r n e d f r o m e v e r y o n e that t h e r e w a s n o t h i n g f u r t h e r to s a y 

aga inst " t h e h e r e t i c s , " than that t h e y w e r e h e r e t i c s . A f e w 

p e a s a n t c h i l d r e n f r o m t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d h a d f o u n d t h e i r w a y to 

t h e m , but no o n e c a m e to t h e m f r o m a n y distance, a s had b e e n 

r e c k o n e d u p o n f r o m t h e first b y F r o e b e l a s a s o u r c e o f i n c o m e . 

T h e i l l -wi l l of t h e c l e r g y , w h i c h b e g a n to s h o w i tse l f i m m e d i a t e l y 

t h e inst i tut ion w a s f o u n d e d , and w h i c h b e c a m e s t r o n g e r a s t h e 

f o o t i n g of o u r f r i e n d s g r e w firmer, w a s a b l e to g a t h e r to i tse l f a 

f o l l o w i n g suf f ic ient to c h e c k a n y quick g r o w t h of o u r u n d e r t a k i n g . 

B e s i d e s , t h e b a s i s for s u c h a n e s t a b l i s h m e n t w a s not to b e f o u n d 

a t W a r t e n s e e . S c h n y d e r h a d , i n d e e d , w i t h a g e n e r o s i t y n e v e r too 

g r e a t l y to b e a d m i r e d and pra ised , m a d e o v e r to u s his cast le a n d 

all i ts f u r n i t u r e , h i s p late , h i s s p l e n d i d l i b r a r y , — i n short , all that 

w a s in or a r o u n d t h e cast le w a s f u l l y at o u r d i s p o s i t i o n ; b u t 

h e w o u l d p e r m i t no n e w b u i l d i n g s o r a l terat ions of a n y sort , and 

a s t h e r o o m s a s s i g n e d to u s w e r e in no w a y s u i t a b l e for our use , 

it w a s e v i d e n t that h i s g e n e r o u s s u p p o r t m u s t b e r e g a r d e d a s 

o n l y a t e m p o r a r y a n d p a s s i n g ass is tance . W e p e r c e i v e d t h e e v i l 

* The Wartensee is a small lake in the canton Luzern, not far from Sempach. 

t About 3o.r. 
I Auf Schuster's Rappen,—»'.«., on foot. (This was in 1832.) 



o f o u r s i tuat ion i n al l i ts k e e n n e s s , b u t w e s a w n o w a y o u t o f t h e 

d i f f i c u l t y . 

I n a m o s t r e m a r k a b l e w a y t h e r e d a w n e d u p o n u s a n e w p r o -

s p e c t at t h e v e r y m o m e n t w h e n w e l e a s t e x p e c t e d it. W e w e r e s i t -

t i n g o n e d a y in a t a v e r n n e a r W a r t e n s e e , a n d t a l k i n g o f o u r s t r u g g l e s 

w i t h s o m e s t r a n g e r s w h o h a p p e n e d t o b e t h e r e . T h r e e t r a v e l l e r s 

w e r e m u c h i n t e r e s t e d i n o u r n a r r a t i v e . T h e y g a v e t h e m s e l v e s 

o u t a s b u s i n e s s p e o p l e f r o m W i l l i s a u , * a n d s o o n i n f o r m e d u s t h a t 

t h e y had f o r m e d t h e not ion of t r y i n g t o g e t s o m e a s s i s t a n c e f o r 

u s , a n d o u r e n t e r p r i s e for t h e i r n a t i v e t o w n . T h i s t h e y a c t u a l l y 

d i d . W e r e c e i v e d an inv i ta t ion f r o m t w e n t y a s s o c i a t e d w e l l - t o - d o 

f a m i l i e s i n W i l l i s a u to r e m o v e o u r s c h o o l t h e r e , a n d m o r e f u l l y 

t o w o r k o u t o u r p l a n s a m o n g s t t h e m . T h e a s s o c i a t i o n h a d 

a d d r e s s e d t h e c a n t o n a l a u t h o r i t i e s , a n d a s o r t o f c a s t l e w a s a l lo t ted 

p r o v i s i o n a l l y to us . A b o u t f o r t y p u p i l s f r o m t h e c a n t o n at o n c e 

e n t e r e d t h e school , a n d n o w w e s e e m e d at las t t o h a v e f o u n d 

w h a t w e h a d so l o n g b e e n s e e k i n g . B u t t h e p r i e s t s r o s e u p 

f u r i o u s l y a g a i n s t u s w i t h a r e a l l y d e v i l i s h force . W e e v e n w e n t 

in f e a r o f o u r l ives , a n d w e r e o f t e n w a r n e d b y k i n d - h e a r t e d p e o p l e 

to t u r n b a c k , w h e n w e w e r e w a l k i n g t o w a r d s s e c l u d e d spots , o r 

h a d s t r u c k a l o n g t h e o u t l y i n g p a t h s a m o n g s t t h e m o u n t a i n s . T o 

w h a t a b o m i n a b l e m e a n s th is s p i r i t o f b i g o t r y r e s o r t e d , t h e f o l l o w 

i n g e x a m p l e m a y s e r v e to s h o w . 

In W i l l i s a u a c h u r c h f e s t i v a l i s h e l d o n c e a y e a r , i n w h i c h a 

c o m m u n i o n - w a f e r i s s h o w n , m i r a c u l o u s l y s p o t t e d w i t h b l o o d . 

T h e d r o p s o f b l o o d w e r e b e l i e v e d b y t h e p e o p l e to h a v e b e e n 

e v o k e d f r o m t h e figure o f J e s u s b y t h e c r i m e of t w o g a m b l e r s ; 

w h o , h a v i n g c u r s e d J e s u s , f l u n g t h e i r s w o r d at h i m , w h e r e u p o n 

t h e d e v i l a p p e a r e d . A s " G o d b e w i t h u s " + s e i z e d the v i l l a i n s 

b y t h e throat , a f e w d r o p s o f b l o o d t r i c k l e d f r o m J e s u s ' w o u n d s . 

T o p r e v e n t o t h e r s , t h e r e f o r e , f r o m f a l l i n g in a l i k e w a y into t h e 

p o w e r o f t h e a r c b - d e c e i v e r , a y e a r l y c o m m e m o r a t i v e fes t iva l i s 

h e l d at W i l l i s a u . T h e w a f e r i s s h o w n a s a w a r n i n g to d e v o u t 

* A small town not far away, still in the canton Luzem. 

t This was a familiar name for the devil, till a few years back, in Germany; 

surprisingly recalling the term " Eumenides " for the Greek. Furies, since it 

originated in a desire to speak of so powerful an enemy in respectful terms, lest 

he should take offence. 

p e o p l e , w h o f lock in c r o w d s f r o m all p a r t s o f t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d 

t o j o i n i n t h e p r o c e s s i o n w h i c h c l o s e s t h e c e r e m o n y . W e fe l t o f 

c o u r s e c o m p e l l e d to a t t e n d , a n d a s w e w i s h e d to t a k e o u r p a r t , 

w e o f fered to l e a d t h e s i n g i n g . I f e a r e d an o u t b r e a k , a n d I e a r n e s t l y 

i m p l o r e d m y f r i e n d s to k e e p q u i e t u n d e r a n y c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a n d 

w h a t e v e r h a p p e n e d , to g i v e no p r e t e x t f o r a n y e x c i t e m e n t . O u r 

s i n g i n g w a s finished, w h e n in t h e p l a c e of t h e e x p e c t e d p r e a c h e r , 

s u d d e n l y t h e r e a p p e a r e d a b l u s t e r i n g , f a n a t i c a l C a p u c h i n m o n k . 

H e e x h a u s t e d h i m s e l f i n d e n u n c i a t i o n s o f th is G o d - f o r s a k e n , 

w i c k e d g e n e r a t i o n , s k e t c h e d in g l a r i n g c o l o u r s t h e p a i n s o f he l l 

a w a i t i n g t h e a c c u r s e d race , a n d then fel l fiercely u p o n t h e a l a r m e d 

W i l l i s a u e r s , u p b r a i d i n g t h e m , a s the i r w o r s t s in , w i t h t h e f o s t e r i n g 

o f h e r e t i c s i n t h e i r m i d s t , t h e sa id " h e r e t i c s " b e i n g m a n i f e s t l y 

o u r s e l v e s . F i e r c e r a n d fiercer g r e w h i s t h r e a t s , c o a r s e r a n d 

c o a r s e r h i s i n s u l t s a g a i n s t u s a n d o u r w e l l - w i s h e r s , m o r e a n d m o r e 

h o r r i b l e h i s p i c t u r e s o f the f l a m e s of h e l l , into g r a v e d a n g e r ' 

o f w h i c h t h e W i l l i s a u e r s , h e s a i d , h a d f a l l e n b y the ir a w f u l sin. 

F r o e b e l s tood a s i f b e n u m b e d , w i t h o u t m o v i n g a m u s c l e , or 

c h a n g i n g a f e a t u r e , e x a c t l y i n f a c e o f t h e C a p u c h i n , in a m o n g s t 

t h e p e o p l e ; a n d w e o t h e r s a l s o l o o k e d s t r a i g h t b e f o r e us, i m m o v -

a b l e . T h e p a r e n t s o f o u r p u p i l s , a s w e l l a s the p u p i l s t h e m s e l v e s , 

a n d m a n y o t h e r s , h a d a l r e a d y f led m i d w a y i n t h e m o n k ' s J e r e m i a d . 

E v e r y o n e e x p e c t e d t h e a f f a i r to e n d b a d l y f o r u s ; a n d o u r f r i e n d s , 

o u t s i d e t h e c h u r c h , w e r e t a k i n g p r e c a u t i o n s f o r o u r s a f e t y , and 

c o n c e r t i n g m e a s u r e s f o r s e i z i n g t h e m o n k w h o w a s t h u s i n c i t i n g 

t h e m o b to riot. W e stood q u i t e st i l l a l l t h e t i m e in o u r p l a c e s 

l i s t e n i n g p a t i e n t l y to t h e c l o s e o f t h e C a p u c h i n ' s t i r a d e : " W i n , 

t h e n , for y o u r s e l v e s an e v e r l a s t i n g t r e a s u r e in h e a v e n , " s h o u t e d 

h e , " b r i n g th is m i s e r y to a n e n d , a n d s u f f e r t h e w r e t c h e d m e n t o 

r e m a i n n o l o n g e r a m o n g s t y o u . H u n t t h e w o l v e s f r o m t h e l a n d , 

to t h e g l o r y o f G o d a n d the r a g e o f t h e d e v i l . T h e n w i l l p e a c e 

a n d b l e s s i n g r e t u r n , a n d g r e a t j o y in h e a v e n w i t h G o d , a n d o n 

earth w i t h t h o s e w h o h e a r t i l y s e r v e H i m a n d H i s sa ints . A m e n . " 

H a r d l y h a d h e u t t e r e d t h e las t w o r d than h e d i s a p p e a r e d t h r o u g h 

a s i d e door a n d w a s n o m o r e s e e n . A s for us, w e p a s s e d q u i e t l y 

t h r o u g h t h e s t a r i n g a n d t h r e a t e n i n g m o b . N o h a n d w a s r a i s e d 

a g a i n s t u s at t h a t m o m e n t , b u t d a n g e r l a y a b o u t u s o n e v e r y s ide , 

a n d it w a s n o p l e a s u r e to r e c o g n i s e t h e fact t h a t t h e s w o r d o f 



D a m o k l e s a l w a y s h u n g b y a h a i r o v e r o u r head . F e e l i n g v e r y 

u n e a s y a t o u r i n s e c u r e c o n d i t i o n , I w a s s e n t , o n t h e p a r t o f t h e 

r e s t , to t h e a u t h o r i t i e s o f t h e c a n t o n , e s p e c i a l l y to A b b e G i r a r d , * 

a n d t h e m a y o r , E d u a r d P f y f f e r , t o b e g t h a t t h e y w o u l d p r o v i d e 

f o r o u r s a f e t y w i t h a l l t h e m e a n s i n t h e i r p o w e r . O n m y w a y I 

w a s r e c o g n i s e d b y a p r i e s t f o r o n e o f t h e n e w l y - i n t r o d u c e d 

" h e r e t i c s " a s I r e s t e d a m o m e n t in a n inn. T h e p e o p l e there-

b e g a n to ta lk f r e e l y a b o u t m e , a n d t o c a s t l o o k s o f h a t r e d a n d 

c o n t e m p t a t m e . A t last , t h e p r i e s t w a x i n g b o l d e r a n d b o l d e r , 

a c c u s e d m e a l o u d o f a b o m i n a b l e h e r e s y . I a r o s e s l o w l y , c r o s s e d 

w i t h a firm s t e p o v e r to t h e b l a c k - f r o c k e d o n e , a n d a s k e d h im, . 

" D o y o u k n o w , s i r , w h o J e s u s C h r i s t w a s , a n d d o y o u h o l d H i m 

i n a n y p a r t i c u l a r e s t e e m ? " Q u i t e n o n p l u s s e d b y m y firm a n d 

q u i e t a d d r e s s h e s t a m m e r e d out , " C e r t a i n l y , H e i s G o d t h e S o n , 

a n d w e m u s t a l l h o n o u r H i m a n d b e l i e v e o n H i m , if w e a r e t o 

e s c a p e e v e r l a s t i n g d a m n a t i o n . " I c o n t i n u e d , " T h e n p e r h a p s y o u 

c a n te l l m e w h e t h e r C h r i s t w a s a C a t h o l i c o r a P r o t e s t a n t ? " " 

T h e b l a c k - f r o c k w a s s i l e n c e d , t h e c r o w d s t a r e d , a n d p r e s e n t l y 

b e g a n t o a p p l a u d . T h e p r i e s t m a d e off, a n d I w a s le f t i n p e a c e . 

M y q u e s t i o n h a d a n s w e r e d b e t t e r t h a n a l o n g s p e e c h . 

In E d u a r d P f y f f e r I f o u n d a n e s t i m a b l e s t e r l i n g m a n of h u m a n e 

a n d firm c h a r a c t e r . H e s t a r t e d f r o m t h e f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e 

t h a t it w a s o f l i t t le u s e f r e e i n g t h e p e o p l e f r o m th is o r that 

s p e c i a l s u p e r s t i t i o n , b u t t h a t w e s h o u l d d o b e t t e r b y w o r k i n g 

for t h e f u t u r e a g a i n s t s lo th o f t h o u g h t a n d w a n t o f i n d e p e n d e n t 

m e n t a l c h a r a c t e r f r o m t h e v e r y b o t t o m — n a m e l y , b y e d u c a t i n g o u r 

y o u n g p e o p l e . T h e r e f o r e , h e s e t g r e a t s t o r e b y o u r u n d e r t a k i n g . 

A n d w h e n I to ld h i m of o u r d o w n c a s t s p i r i t s a n d t h e a b s o l u t e 

d a n g e r in w h i c h w e l i v e d at t h e m o m e n t , h e r e p l i e d : — " T h e r e i s 

o n l y o n e w a y to e n s u r e y o u r s a f e t y . Y o u m u s t w i n o v e r t h e 

p e o p l e . W o r k o n a l i t t le l o n g e r , a n d t h e n i n v i t e t h e m all f r o m l a r 

a n d n e a r to a p u b l i c e x a m i n a t i o n . I f t h i s test w i n s o v e r t h e 

c r o w d t o y o u r s i d e , t h e n , a n d o n l y t h e n , a r e y o u out o f h a r m ' s 

r e a c h . " I w e n t h o m e , a n d w e f o l l o w e d th is c o u n s e l . T h e e x -

a m i n a t i o n w a s h e l d o n a l o v e l y d a y in a u t u m n . A g r e a t c r o w d 

* A Swiss educational writer of great power and charm. His school books,. 

" Sur la langue maternelle," are really valuable. 

f r o m s e v e r a l c a n t o n s flocked t o g e t h e r , a n d t h e r e a p p e a r e d d e l e -

g a t e s f r o m t h e a u t h o r i t i e s o f Z ü r i c h , o f B e r n , a n d o t h e r c a n t o n s . 

O u r c o n t e s t w i t h t h e c l e r i c a l p a r t y , w h i c h h a d b e e n c o m m e n t e d 

u p o n in m o s t o f t h e S w i s s j o u r n a l s , h a d d r a w n a l l e y e s u p o n us. 

W e s c o r e d a g r e a t v i c t o r y w i t h o u r e x a m i n a t i o n . T h e c h d d r e n 

d e v e l o p e d so m u c h e n t h u s i a s m , a n d a n s w e r e d so r e a d i l y , that a l l 

w e r e a g r e e a b l y s u r p r i s e d , a n d r e w a r d e d u s w i t h l o u d a p p l a u s e . 

F r o m s e v e n in t h e m o r n i n g t i l l s e v e n in t h e e v e n i n g l a s t e d th is 

e x a m i n a t i o n , c l o s i n g w i t h g a m e s a n d g y m n a s t i c e x e r c i s e s p e r -

f o r m e d b y t h e w h o l e s c h o o l . W e r e j o i c e d w i t h i n o u r s e l v e s ; f o r 

o u r u n d e r t a k i n g m i g h t n o w b e r e g a r d e d a s f a i r l y floated. T h e 

i n s t i t u t i o n w a s s p o k e n of i n t h e g r e a t C o u n c i l o f t h e C a n t o n , a n d 

m o s t g l o w i n g s p e e c h e s w e r e d e l i v e r e d in o u r f a v o u r b y H e r r 

P f y f f e r , H e r r A m r h y n , a n d o t h e r s . T h e C o u n c i l d e c i d e d t h a t t h e 

c a s t l e a n d i ts o u t b u i l d i n g s s h o u l d b e l e t to u s at a v e r y c h e a p 

r a t e , a n d t h a t t h e C a p u c h i n w h o h a d o p e n l y inc i ted t o n o t 

a g a i n s t u s s h o u l d b e e x p e l l e d f r o m t h e c a n t o n . 

A l i t t le t i m e a f t e r th is e x a m i n a t i o n a d e p u t a t i o n f r o m B e r n 

c a m e t o i n v i t e F r o e b e l to u n d e r t a k e t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n of a n 

O r p h a n a g e a t B u r g d o r f . F r o e b e l s u g g e s t e d t h a t h e s h o u l d n o t 

b e res tr ic ted to teach o r p h a n s a l o n e in t h e n e w e s t a b l i s h m e n t ; 

h i s r e q u e s t w a s g r a n t e d , a n d h e t h e n a c c e p t e d t h e i n v i t a t i o n . 

W i t h this , it s e e m e d to m e , m y m i s s i o n in S w i t z e r l a n d w a s a t 

an e n d , a n d I b e g a n to l o n g to r e t u r n to K e i l h a u ; m y e l d e s t s o n 

w a s n o w a y e a r old, a n d I h a d n e v e r y e t s e e n h i m . M i d d e n d o r f f 

l e f t h i s f a m i l y , a n d r e p l a c e d m e at W i l l i s a u , l i v i n g t h e r e f o r f o u r 

y e a r s f a r a w a y f r o m w i f e a n d c h i l d . * A t K e i l h a u I f o u n d t h i n g s 

h a d i m p r o v e d , a n d t h e n u m b e r s h a d i n c r e a s e d m o s t c h e e r i n g l y . I 

d e t e r m i n e d t o t h r o w a l l m y s t r e n g t h into t h e w o r k of r a i s i n g 

t h e m o t h e r inst i tut ion f r o m h e r s l o u g h of debt . I b e g a n b y a 

p i e c e o f h o n o u r a b l e s w i n d l i n g : a n d b o r r o w e d of P e t e r to p a y 

P a u l , c o v e r i n g o n e d e b t w i t n a n o t h e r , b u t at t h e s a m e t i m e 

m a k i n g it a p p e a r t h a t w e w e r e p a y i n g o u r w a y . In t h i s f a s h i o n 

o u r d a m a g e d c r e d i t w a s r e s t o r e d , a n d a s t h e r e c e i p t s g r e w 

* The editors venture to call attention to these little facts as a sample of the 

extraordinary devotion and sacrifice which Froebel knew how to inspire in his 

colleagues. This exchange of Barop and Middendorff took place in 1833. 



h a p p i l y g r e a t e r a n d g r e a t e r , I b e g a n to g a i n g r o u n d . E v e n t u a l l y 

I w a s a b l e to s e n d h e l p t o t h e o t h e r b r a n c h e s o f o u r c o m m u n i t y , 

to i n c r e a s e m y h e l p a s t i m e w e n t on, a n d to p r e p a r e a p l a c e of 

r e f u g e for t h e m i f a n y t h i n g w e n t w r o n g e l s e w h e r e . 

In S w i t z e r l a n d o u r e n t e r p r i s e d id not d e v e l o p a s r a p i d l y a s w e 

d e s i r e d , in s p i t e o f the sanct ion of t h e C o u n c i l o f t h e C a n t o n . 

T h e inst i tut ion at W i l l i s a u g a i n e d u n l i m i t e d c o n f i d e n c e t h e r e ; b u t 

t h e m a l e v o l e n t o p p o s i t i o n o f t h e c l e r i c a l p a r t y s e c r e t l y flourished 

a s b e f o r e , a n d s u c c e e d e d i n d e p r i v i n g it o f a l l a id f r o m m o r e 

dis tant p l a c e s . U n d e r t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s w e could not a t t a i n 

that p r o s p e r i t y w h i c h so m u c h a c t i v i t y a n d se l f - sacr i f i c ing w o r k 

o n t h e p a r t o f o u r c i rc le m u s t o t h e r w i s e i n f a l l i b l y h a v e b r o u g h t . 

F e r d i n a n d F r o e b e l a n d M i d d e n d o r f f r e m a i n e d in W i l l i s a u . 

F r o e b e l a n d h i s w i f e w e n t to B u r g d o r f , to f o u n d a n d d irect t h e 

p r o p o s e d O r p h a n a g e . * I n h i s c a p a c i t y as D i r e c t o r , F r o e b e l h a d to 

g i v e w h a t w a s c a l l e d a R e p e t i t i v e C o u r s e to t h e t e a c h e r s . In 

that C a n t o n , n a m e l y , t h e r e w a s a n e x c e l l e n t r e g u l a t i o n w h i c h 

g a v e t h r e e m o n t h s ' l e a v e to t h e t e a c h e r s o n c e in e v e r y t w o 

y e a r s . t D u r i n g th is l e a v e t h e y a s s e m b l e d at B u r g d o r f , 

m u t u a l l y c o m m u n i c a t e d t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s , a n d e n r i c h e d t h e i r 

c u l t u r e w i t h v a r i o u s s t u d i e s . F r o e b e l h a d to p r e s i d e o v e r t h e 

d e b a t e s a n d to c o n d u c t t h e s t u d i e s , w h i c h w e r e p u r s u e d in 

c o m m o n . H i s o w n o b s e r v a t i o n s a n d t h e r e m a r k s of t h e t e a c h e r s 

b r o u g h t h i m a n e w to t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t al l s c h o o l e d u c a t i o n w a s 

a s y e t w i t h o u t a p r o p e r f o u n d a t i o n , a n d , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t u n t i l t h e 

e d u c a t i o n of t h e n u r s e r y w a s r e f o r m e d n o t h i n g sol id a n d w o r t h y 

c o u l d b e a t t a i n e d . T h e n e c e s s i t y o f t r a i n i n g g i f t e d c a p a b l e 

m o t h e r s o c c u p i e d h i s soul , a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e e d u c a t i o n 

of c h i l d h o o d ' s e a r l i e s t y e a r s b e c a m e m o r e e v i d e n t t o h i m t h a n 

e v e r . H e d e t e r m i n e d to s e t forth f u l l y h i s i d e a s o n e d u c a t i o n , 

w h i c h t h e t r y a n n y o f a t h o u s a n d o p p o s i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s h a d 

a l w a y s p r e v e n t e d h i m f r o m w o r k i n g out in t h e i r c o m p l e t e n e s s ; 

o r at al l e v e n t s to do th is a s r e g a r d s t h e e a r l i e s t y e a r s o f m a n , 

a n d t h e n t o w i n o v e r t h e w o r l d o f w o m e n to t h e a c t u a l accom-

p l i s h m e n t o f h i s p l a n s . P e s t a l o z z i ' s " M o t h e r s ' B o o k " (Buck der 

* In 1833. 
f This regulation is still happily in force. 

Mütter) F r o e b e l w o u l d r e p l a c e b y a c o m p l e t e t h e o r e t i c a l a n d 

p r a c t i c a l s y s t e m f o r t h e u s e o f w o m e n i n g e n e r a l . A n e x t e r n a l 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s u p e r v e n e d at t h i s p o i n t to u r g e h i m o n w a r d s . 

H i s w i f e g r e w a l a r m i n g l y ill, a n d t h e p h y s i c i a n s p r e s c r i b e d c o m -

p l e t e a b s e n c e f r o m t h e s h a r p S w i s s m o u n t a i n a i r . F r o e b e l a s k e d 

to b e p e r m i t t e d to r e s i g n h i s post , t h a t h e m i g h t r e t i r e to B e r l i n . 

T h e W i l l i s a u I n s t i t u t i o n , a l t h o u g h o u t w a r d l y flourishing, w a s 

l i m i t e d m o r e a n d m o r e n a r r o w l y b y t h e b i g o t r y o f t h e p r i e s t s , 

a n d m u s t e v i d e n t l y n o w b e s o o n g i v e n u p , s i n c e t h e G o v e r n m e n t 

h a d p a s s e d into t h e h a n d s o f t h e J e s u i t p a r t y . L a n g e t h a l a n d 

F e r d i n a n d F r o e b e l w e r e n o m i n a t e d D i r e c t o r s o f B u r g d o r f . * 

M i d d e n d o r f f r e j o i n e d h i s f a m i l y at K e i l h a u . L a t e r on, L a n g e t h a l 

spl i t o f f f r o m t h e c o m m u n i t y a n d a c c e p t e d t h e d i r e c t i o n of a g i r l s ' 

school i n B e r n ( that schoo-1 w h i c h , a f t e r L a n g e t h a l , t h e w e l l - k n o w n 

F r ö h l i c h c o n d u c t e d ) ; b u t F r o e b e l n e v e r f o r g a v e h i m t h i s s t e p . 

F e r d i n a n d F r o e b e l r e m a i n e d , t i l l h i s s u d d e n a n d e a r l y d e a t h , 

D i r e c t o r o f the O r p h a n a g e at B u r g d o r f . A p u b l i c f u n e r a l , s u c h a s 

h a s n e v e r f o u n d i t s e q u a l at B u r g d o r f , b o r e w i t n e s s to t h e a m o u n t 

o f h i s g r e a t l a b o u r s , a n d to t h e g e n e r a l a p p r e c i a t i o n of the i r v a l u e . 

W h e n F r i e d r i c h F r o e b e l c a m e b a c k f r o m B e r l i n , t h e i d e a o f an 

inst i tut ion f o r t h e e d u c a t i o n of l i t t le c h i l d r e n h a d f u l l y t a k e n s h a p e 

i n h i s m i n d . I t o o k r o o m s for h i m in t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g B l a n k e n -

b u r g . f L o n g d id h e rack h i s b r a i n s f o r a s u i t a b l e n a m e f o r h i s 

n e w s c h e m e . M i d d e n d o r f f a n d I w e r e o n e d a y w a l k i n g to 

B l a n k e n b u r g w i t h h i m o v e r t h e S t e i g e r P a s s . H e k e p t o n 

r e p e a t i n g , " O h , if I could o n l y t h i n k o f a s u i t a b l e n a m e f o r m y 

y o u n g e s t b o r n ! " B l a n k e n b u r g l a y at o u r f e e t , a n d h e w a l k e d 

m o o d i l y t o w a r d s i t . S u d d e n l y h e s tood st i l l a s if f e t t e r e d fast to 

the s p o t , a n d h i s e y e s a s s u m e d a w o n d e r f u l , a l m o s t r e f u l g e n t , 

b r i l l i a n c y . T h e n h e s h o u t e d to t h e m o u n t a i n s so t h a t it e c h o e d 

to t h e f o u r w i n d s o f h e a v e n , " Eureka ! I h a v e i t ! KINDERGARTEN 

shal l b e t h e n a m e of t h e n e w I n s t i t u t i o n ! " 

* In 1836. 

f Blankenburg lies on the way from Schwarzburg to Rudolstadt, about two 

hours' walk away from Keilhau. 
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^ W T T T T S E H U S w r o t e B a r o p in or about the y e a r 1862, a f ter 

y ^ j t h e had seen al l h i s f r i e n d s p a s s a w a y , and had him-

Cv^-H fegjl se l f b e c o m e p r o s p e r o u s and the recipient o f m a n y 

( g s P ^ ' u j ' X honours . T h e U n i v e r s i t y of J e n a made him a doctor, 

and t h e Pr ince of Rudols tadt created h i m his 

Minis ter of Educat ion. F r o e b e l s lept in L i e b e n s t e i n , and Midden-

dorff at the foot of the K i r s c h b e r g in K e i l h a u . T h e y s o w e d and 

reaped n o t ; and y e t to possess the p r i v i l e g e o f s o w i n g , w a s it not 

e q u i v a l e n t in itself to r e a p i n g a v e r y great r e w a r d ? In a n y e v e n t , 

it is de l ight fu l to r e m e m b e r that Froebe l , in t h e A p r i l of 1852, the 

y e a r in w h i c h h e died (June 21st) , r e c e i v e d publ ic honours at the 

h a n d s o f t h e general congress of teachers held in Gotha. W h e n 

h e a p p e a r e d that large a s s e m b l y rose to g r e e t h i m as o n e man ;. 

and Middendorff , too, w h o w a s inseparable from Froebe l , so that 

w h e n one a p p e a r e d t h e other w a s not far off, had before h i s death 

(in 1853) the j o y of hear ing a s i m i l a r congress at S a l z u n g e n 

dec lare t h e s y s t e m o f Froebe l to b e of w o r l d - w i d e importance, 

and to merit on that account their espec ia l considerat ion and the ir 

m o s t earnest examinat ion. 

A f e w w o r d s on Middendorff , culled from L a n g e ' s account, m a y 

b e serviceable . Middendorf f w a s to F r o e b e l a s A a r o n w a s to 

Moses . Froebe l , in truth, w a s " s l o w of speech and o f a s l o w 

t o n g u e " (Exod. iv. 10), and Middendorf f w a s " his s p o k e s m a n unto 

t h e p e o p l e " (v. 16). It w a s the latter 's c learness and r e a d i n e s s 

o f speech w h i c h w o n a d h e r e n t s for F r o e b e l a m o n g s t p e o p l e w h o 

n e i t h e r k n e w h i m nor could understand him. In 1849 Midden-

dorf f had i m m e n s e success in H a m b u r g ; but w h e n F r o e b e l came, 

la ter on, to occupy t h e g r o u n d t h u s conquered beforehand, h e had 

to contend against m u c h opposition, for e v e r y o n e m i s s e d the 

e a s y e loquence o f Middendorff , w h i c h had b e e n so c o n v i n c i n g . 

D r . W i c h a r d L a n g e c a m e to k n o w F r o e b e l w h e n the latter vis i ted 

H a m b u r g in the w i n t e r o f 1849-50. A t this t ime h e spent 

a lmost e v e r y af ternoon and e v e n i n g w i t h h i m , and held the post 

of editor o f F r o e b e l ' s Weekly Journal. E v e n after this c lose associa-

t ion wi th Froebe l , h e found himsel f u n a b l e thoroughly to go w i t h 
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t h e s c h e m e s for the educat ion of l itt le chi ldren, the K i n d e r g a r t e n , 

and w i t h those for the tra ining of K i n d e r g a r t e n teachers . " N e v e r 

mind ! " said F r o e b e l , out o f h u m o u r , w h e n L a n g e told h i m this ; 

" i f y o u cannot c o m e o v e r to m y v i e w s n o w , y o u w i l l do so in 

ten y e a r s ' t i m e ; but sooner or later, come you must!" Dr . L a n g e 

nobly fulf i l led the p r o p h e c y , and t h e edition of F r o e b e l ' s col lected 

w o r k s (Ber l in 1862), from w h i c h w e d e r i v e the p r e s e n t text (and 

m u c h o f the notes), w a s his g i f t o f repentance to a p p e a s e the 

w r a t h of the M a n e s o f h i s departed fr iend and master . N o r w a s 

h e content w i t h t h i s ; but by his f r e q u e n t communicat ions to The 

EducationalJournal [Die Rheinischen Blätter), or ig inal ly founded b y 

D i e s t e r w e g , and b y the F r o e b e l i a n spir i t w h i c h h e w a s ab le to 

i n f u s e into t h e large boys '-school w h i c h he long conducted at 

H a m b u r g , h e w o r k e d for the " n e w education " so p o w e r f u l l y and 

so u n w e a r i e d l y that h e m u s t be a l w a y s t h a n k f u l l y regarded as o n e 

of the principal a d h e r e n t s o f the great teacher. H i s connect ion 

w i t h t h e F r c e b e l c o m m u n i t y w a s f u r t h e r s t rengthened b y a m o s t 

h a p p y marr iage w i t h the daughter o f Middendorff . 



C H R O N O L O G I C A L A B S T R A C T OF T H E 
P R I N C I P A L E V E N T S IN T H E L I F E 
OF F R O E B E L , A N D T H E F R O E B E L 
C O M M U N I T Y . 

1770. June 24th.—Birth of Christian Ludwig Froebel. 

1780. Sept. 17th.—Birth of Friedrich Froebel's first wife, Henriette Wilhel-

mine Hoffmeister, at Berlin. 

Christian Froebel's wife, Johanna Caroline Miigge, was also born in 

1780, on August 28th. 

1782. April 21 st. Birth of Friedrich Froebel, at Oberweissbach, Thuringia. 

1792. Froebel is sent to Superintendent Hoffman in Stadt Ilm. 

Sept. 3rd.—Birth of Heinrich Langethal, at Erfurt. 

1793- Sept. 20.—Birth of Wilhelm Middendorff, at Brechten, near Dortmund, 

in Westphalia. 

1797. Froebel is sent to Neuhof in the Thuringian Forest to learn forestry. 

1799. Froebel returns home ; goes thence as student to Jena. 

1801. H e leaves Jena (having closed his career there with nine weeks' im-

prisonment for debt), and soon afterwards begins to study farming 

with a relative of his father's at Hildburghausen. 

Dec. 29th.—Birth of Albertine Froebel (Madame Middendorff), eldest 

daughter of Christian Froebel. 

1802. Death of Froebel's father. Froebel becomes Actuary to the Forestry 

Department of the Episcopal State of Bamberg. 

Nov. 29th.—Birth of Johannes Arnold Barop, at Dortmund in West 

phalia. 

1803. Froebel goes to Bamberg, and takes part in the governmental land 

survey, necessary upon the change of government, Bamberg now 

passing to Bavaria. 

1804. He takes, one after the other, two situations as secretary and accountant 

of a large country estate, first, that of Herr von Voldersdorf in 

Baireuth, afterwards that of Herr von Dewitz in Gross Milchow 

Mecklenburg. 

July nth.—Birth of Emilie Froebel (Madame Barop), second daughter 

of Christian Froebel. 

mjH^ff-jr nxia 
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1805. Death of Froebel's maternal uncle, Superintendent Hoffman. Froebel 

determines to become an architect, and sets out for Frankfurt to study 

there. Becomes, however, teacher in the Model School at Frank-

furt, on Gruner's invitation. Visits Pestalozzi, at Yverdon, for a 

short time. 

1807. He becomes tutor in the family of Hen von Iiolzhausen in the suburbs 

of Frankfurt. 

1808. H e goes to Pestalozzi at Yverdon with his pupils. 

1809. He draws up an account of Pestalozzis work for the Princess of 

Rudolstadt. 

1810. Froebel returns to Frankfurt from Yverdon. 

1811. H e goes to the University of Güttingen. 

1812. He proceeds thence to the University of Berlin. 

1813. Froebel, Langethal, and Middendorff enlist in Liitzow's regiment of 

Chasseurs, a volunteer corps enrolled to take part in the resistance 

to Napoleon's invasion of Prussia. 

1814. Jan. 5th.—Birth of Elise Froebel (Madame Schaffner), Christian's 

youngest daughter. 

After the Peace of Paris (May 30th, 1814) Froebel is appointed assistant 

in the Mineralogical Museum of the University of Berlin, and takes 

his post there in August. 

1816. Nov. 13th.—Froebel founds his " Universal German Educational 

Institute" in Griesheim. 

1817. Transference of the School to Keilhau. Arrival of Langethal and 

Middendorff. 

1818. First marriage of Froebel. 

1820. Christian Froebel arrives at Keilhau with his wife and daughters 

Froebel v . it es " To the German people." 

1821. Froebel publishes (privately) " Principles, Aims, and Inner Life of 

the Universal German Educational Institute in Keilhau," and 

" Aphorisms." 

1822. H e publishes the pamphlets " On German Education, especially as 

regards the Universal German Educational Institute at Keilhau," 

and " O n the Universal German Educa ional Institute at Keilhau." 

1823. H e publishes " Continuation of the Account of the Educational Institute 

at Keilhau." 

1824. He publishes the pamphlet " Christmas at Keilhau." 

1826. Marriages of Langethal and Middendorff. Froebel publishes the 

"Education of M a n " ("Menschen Erziehung"). Later he founds 

the weekly Family Journal of Education. 

1827. Letter to the Duke of Meiningen (translated in this present work), 

uncompleted, probably never sent to the duke. 

1828 Letter to Krause (partly translated in the present work). Barop for-

mally becomes a member of the Educational Community at Keilhau. 

1829. Plan for a National Educational Institute in Helba, under the auspices 



of the Duke of Meiningen, now completed, the whole Keilhau 

community having worked upon it under Froebel's direction. 

1830. Death of Wilhelm Carl, one of the Keilhau community, by drowning in 
the Saale. 

1831. Froebel breaks with the Duke of Meiningen, and gives up the Ilelba 
project. 

Visit to Frankfurt, and meeting with Schnyder. 
Acceptance of Schnyder's offer of his Castle at Wartensee. 
Opening of the Institution at Wartensee by Froebel and his nephew 

Ferdinand. 

1832. Barop goes to Wartensee. Transference of the School from Wartensee 
to Willisau. Froebel pays a short visit to Keilhau. 

1833 Froebel brings his wife to Willisau. The Bernese Administration invites 
him to consider a plan for the foundation of an Orphanage at Burg-
dorf. He is appointed lecturer for the Repetitive Courses for young 
teachers held there. Langethal comes from Keilhau to Willisau, 
Barop returns to Keilhau. 

1835. Froebel, his wife, and Langethal undertake the foundation of the 

Orphanage for Bern, in Burgdorf. Middendorff and Elise Froebel 

go from Keilhau to Willisau and join Ferdinand Froebel there. 

Froebel writes " The New Year 1836 demands a Renewal of Life." 

1836. Froebel and his wife leave Burgdorf for Berlin. Ferdinand Froebel and 

Langethal take over the direction of the Orphanage. 

1837. Opening of the first Kindergarten in Blankenburg. 

1838. Commencement of Froebel's Sunday Journal. 

1839. Froebel and Middendorff go to Dresden. Death of Madame Froebel. 

1840. Guttenberg Festival (400th anniversary of the invention of printing). 

Opening of the Universal German Kindergarten at Blankenburg, as a 

joint-stock company. Froebel and Middendorff in the following 

years make several journeys from Keilhau to various parts of Germany 

endeavouring to promote the erection of Kindergartens. 

1848. General Congress of Teachers, called by Froebel, at Rudolstadt. Second 

journey of Froebel to Dresden in the autumn. 

1849. Froebel settles at Liebenstein intending to train Kindergarten teachers 

there. Work at Hamburg, first by Middendorff, then bv Froebel. 

1850. Froebel returns to Liebenstein. Through the influence of Madame von 

Marenholtz-Biilow he receives the neighbouring country seat of 

Marienthal from the Grand Duke of Weimar for the purposes of 

his Training College. Foundation of a new Weekly Journal of 
Education by Froebel, edited by Lange. Marriage of Elise Froebel 

to Dr. Siegfried Schaffner. 

1851. Jan. 9th.—Death of Christian Ludwig Froebel. 

July.—Second marriage of Froebel, with Luise Levin. First appearance 
of the Journal for Friedrich Froebel's Educational Aims. 

-1852. April.—Froebel is called to join the Educational Congress at Gotha, 
under the presidency of Theodor Hoffman. 

June 21.—Death of Froebel. His educational establishment at Marien-

thal is removed to Keilhau, under the superintendence of Midden-

dorff. Madame Luise Froebel also assists to train students in the 

methods of the Kindergarten at Keilhau. 

1853. Middendorff enthusiastically received at the Congress at Salzungen, when 

addressing it on the Froebelian methods. 

Nov. 27th.—Death of Middendorff. Madame Luise Froebel, for a time, 

directs Keilhau. 

1854. Madame Luise Froebel goes in the spring to Dresden, to assist Dr. 

Marquart in his Kindergarten and training establishment for Kinder-

garten teachers. Madame Marquart had been a pupil of Froebel. 

Keilhau ceases to be a training school for Kindergarten teachers. 

In the autumn Madame Luise Froebel accepts the directorship of the 

Public Free Kindergarten in Hamburg, and trains students there. 

(She is still actively employed at Hamburg in the cause of the 

Kindergarten ; 1886.) 

First introduction of the Kindergarten system into England by Miss 

Prcetorius, who founds a Kindergarten at Fitzroy Square. Madame 

von Marenholtz Bulow, who was the support of Froebel's latest years, 

whose influence with the Grand Duke of Weimar procured him 

Marienthal, and whose whole leisure and power was devoted to his 

service, and to the interpretation of his ideas, comes to England 

to lecture and write in support of the cause of the Kindergarten. 

Publishes a pamphlet on " Infant Gardens," in English. 

Madame Ronge introduces the Kindergarten system at Manchester; and 

shortly afterwards the Manchester Kindergarten Association is founded. 

1859. Miss Eleonore Heerwart (pupil of Middendorff and Madame Luise 

Froebel), and the Baroness Adèle von Portugall (pupil of Madame 

von Marenholtz-Biilow and of Madame Schrader, the great niece of 

Froebel), come to England, and are both engaged at Manchester 

as Kindergarten teachers, but not in the same establishment. 

1860. August 18th.'—Death of Madame Barop (Emilie Froebel). 

1861. The Baroness Bertha Von Marenholtz-Biilow promotes the foundation 

of the Journal The Education of the Future, and Dr. Carl Schmidt of 

Coethen undertakes the editorship. 

1874. April.—Madame Michaelis comes to England to assist the Kindergarten 

movement. Is appointed in the summer to lecture to the school-

board teachers at Croydon. Founds Croydon Kindergarten, January 

1875, with Mrs. Berry, 

j f o v . — T h e London School Board appoint Miss Bishop (pupil of Miss 

Pnetorius) as their first lecturer on the Kindergarten System to their 

teachers of infant schools. About the same time Miss Heerwart (who 

had left Manchester to found a Kindergarten of her own in Dublin in 

1866) is appointed principal of the Kindergarten Training College 

established at Stockwell by the British and Foreign School Society. 



The Froebel Society of London is formed by Miss Doreck, Miss 

Heerwart, Miss Bishop, Madame Michaelis, Professor Joseph Payne, 

and Miss Manning; Miss Doreck being the first president. Very 

soon these were joined by Miss Shireff (president since 1877, when 

Miss Doreck died), by her sister Mrs. William Grey, by Miss Mary 

Gurney, and by many other well-known friends of educational 

progress. 

1879. Autumn.—The London Kindergarten Training College is founded by 
the Froebel Society, but as a separate association (dissolved 1883). 

18S0. May.—The Croydon Kindergarten Company (Limited), is founded to 
extend Madame Michaelis's work in teaching and training, Madame 
Michaelis becoming the Company's head mistress. 

1882. Langethal died. Celebration of the Centenary of Froebel's birth by a 

concert, given at Willis's Rooms, London, on the part of the Froebel 
Society, to raise funds for a memorial Kindergarten at Blankenburg, 
by a fund raised at Croydon for the same purpose, and by a soiree 
and conversazione, presided over by Mr. W. Woodall, M.P. , given 
at the Stockwell Training College by the British and Foreign School 
Society. 

1883. January.—The Bedford Kindergarten Company (Limited) founded, 

mainly upon the lines of the Croydon Company. First (and present) 
head mistress, Miss Sim. 

Miss Heerwart goes to Blankenburg to found the memorial Kinder-
garten there. 

1884. International Exhibition, South Kensington (Health and Education). 

A Conference on Education was held in June, the section devoted 
to Infant Education being largely taken up with an important discus-
sion of Froebel's principles, in which speakers of other nations joined 
the English authorities in debate. 

The British and Foreign Society organised a complete exhibition of 

Kindergarten work and materials, to which all the chief London 

Kindergarten establishments (including Croydon) contributed ; and 

most establishments gave lessons in turn, weekly, to classes of children, 

in order to show publicly the practical application of Kindergarten 

methods. These lessons were given gratuitously in the rooms devoted 

to the Kindergarten section of the exhibition. In October this 

section was closed by a conference of Kindergarten teachers from all 

England, held in the Lecture Theatre of the Albert Hall. 

Autumn.—Dr. Wichard Lange, the biographer of Froebel, and collector 

of Froebel's works (from whose collection the present translation 

has been made), and by his numerous articles one of the best friends 

to the advocacy of Froebel's educational principles, died, under 

somewhat painful circumstances. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y OF FROEBEL. 

"WALTER, L . DieFroebel-Literatur. 8 v o , p p . 198. Dresden. . $ 1 . 0 0 

GESAMMELTE FAEDAGOGISCHE SCHRIFTEN, hrsg. W . Lange. 

8vo, 3 vols. [I. Autobiographie; II . Menschenerziehung; 

I I I . P ä d a g o g i k des Kindergartens]. Berl in, 1862 

PAEDAGOGISCHE SCHRIFTEN, hrsg. Fr iedr ich Seidel. 12mo, 3 

vols. [I. Menschen-Erziehung, pp. 330; I I . Kindergarten-

Wesen, pp. 463; I I I . Mutter- und Kose-Lieder, pp. 228]. 

W i e n , 1883 6-50 

MENSCHEN-ERZIEHUNG. Erziehungs-, Unterrichts-, und Lehr-

kunst . 12mo, pp. 330. W i e n , 1883 2.00 

TIIE EDUCATION OF MAN. Translated b y Josephine Jarvis. 

12mo, pp. 273. N e w Y o r k , 1885 1-30 

T h e same, translated and annotated b y W . N . Hai lmann. 

12mo, pp. 332. N e w Y o r k , 1887 1-50 

L' EDUCATION DE L' IIOMME. T r a d u i t de L 'allemand par la 

baronne de C r o m b u g g h e . 12mo, pp. 394. Par is , 1 8 8 1 . . . 

MÜTTER- UND KOSE-LIEDER . D i c h t u n g und Bilder zur edlen 

P f l e g e des Kindheit lebens. E i n Famil ien-buch. 12mo, 

pp. 228. W i e n , 1883 2.00 

MOTHER'S SONGS, Games and Stories. Froebel ' s " Mutter- und 

Kose-Lieder " rendered in E n g l i s h b y F r a n c e s a n d E m i l y 

L o r d . Containing the whole of the original illustrations, 

and the music, rearranged f o r children's voices, w i t h piano-

forthe accompaniment. 8vo, pp. 289. London, 1885 3.00 

MOTHER-PLAY, and Nursery Songs. Il lustrated b y F i f t y En-

gravings . W i t h Notes to Mothers. B y Fr iedr ich Froe-

bel. Translated f r o m the German. 4to, pp. 192. Boston, 

1878 2 " 0 a 

T H E MOTHER'S BOOK of Song. Two-part Songs f o r Litt le Sing-

ers, on the Kindergarten System. T h e music composed 

by L a d y B a k e r ; edited b y G. A . Macfarran. 16mo. N e w 

Y o r k 7 . 

AUTOBIORAFHIE. Berl in, 1862 
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section was closed by a conference of Kindergarten teachers from all 

England, held in the Lecture Theatre of the Albert Hall. 
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T H E MOTHER'S BOOK of Song. Two-part Songs f o r Litt le Sing-
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T H E AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FRIEDRICH FROEBEL . Translated b y 

H . Keat ley Moore and Emil ie Michaelis. 12mo, pp. 180. 

Syracuse, 1889 1,50 

[This contains the " L e t t e r to the D u k e of Meiningen," never 

completed, a shorter account of his l i fe in a letter to the philosopher 

Krause, a sketch of Barop's , and a chronology extended f r o m 

Lange.] 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FROEBEL. Materials to aid a Comprehen-

sion of the W o r k of the F o u n d e r of the Kindergarten. 

16mo, pp. 128. N e w Y o r k , 1887 30 

[This contains the " L e t t e r t o the D u k e of Meiningen," Miss 

L u c y Wheelock ' s translation, taken f r o m Barnard's Journal of Edu. 

cation.'] 

FROEBEL'S EXPLANATION of the Kindergarten System. Lon-

don, 1886 20 

HAUSCHMANN, A . B . F r . Froebel : die E n t w i c k l u n g s. Erzie-

hungs-idee in s. Leben. 8vo, pp. 480. Eisenach, 1 8 7 4 . . . . 2.00 

KHIEGE , Mati lda H . T h e Founder of the Kindergarten. A 

Sketch. 12mo, pp. 29. N e w Y o r k 

[See also MARENHOLZ-BUELOW, in n e x t list b e l o w . ] 

MAKENHOLZ-BUELOW, Baroness B . von. Reminiscences of 

Friedrich Froebel. Translated b y Mrs. Horace Mann. 

W i t h a sketch of the l i fe of Fr iedr ich Froebel, b y E m i l y 

Shirreff. 12mo, pp. 359. Boston, 1877 1 .50 

[See also GOLDAMMER, MAKENHOLZ-BUELOW.] 

PHELPS, W M . F . Froebel (Chautauqua T e x t - B o o k , N o . 15). 
32mo, pp. 54 

SHIRREFF , E m i l y . Froebel: a S k e t c h of his L i f e , w i t h Let-

ters to his W i f e . 12mo. London, 1877 1.00 

[See also MARENHOLZ-BUELOW, above, and SHIRREFF , be low.] 

BAILEY'S K indergarten System. Boston 20 

BARNARD, Henry . Papers on Froebel 's Kindergarten, w i t h 

suggestions on principles and methods of Chi ld Culture in 

different countries. 8vo, pp. 782. Hart ford, 1881 3.50 

BEESAU, Amable . T h e Spirit o f Educat ion. Translated by 

Mrs. E . M. M c C a r t h y . 16mo, pp. 325. Syracuse, 1 8 8 1 . . . 1 .25 

BERRY , A d a , and E m i l y MICHAELIS. K i n d e r g a r t e n Songs 

and Games. 12mo. London 75 

BUCKLAND, A n n a . T h e Use of Stories in the Kindergarten. 

12mo, pp. 17. N e w Y o r k 20 

T h e Happiness of Childhood. 12mo, pp. 21, in one vol-

ume w i t h the above. N e w Y o r k 50 

[The t w o are reprinted in " Essays o n the Kindergarten ." below.] 

CARPENTER, H a r v e y . T h e Mother's and Ivindergartner's 

Fr iend. 12mo. Boston, 1884 1.00 

CHRISTIE, Al ice M. See MARENHOLZ-BUELOW, PEREZ , be low. 

DOUAI, A d o l f . T h e Kindergarten. A manual f o r the intro-

duction of Froebel 's System of P r i m a r y Educat ion into 

P u b l i c Schools; and f o r the use of Mothers and P r i v a t e 

Teachers. W i t h 16 plates. 12mo, pp. 136. N e w Y o r k , 

1871 1.00 

DUPANLOUP, Monseigneur. T h e Child. Translated, wi th the 

author's permission, b y K a t e Anderson. 12mo, pp. 267. 

Dubl in , 1875 1.50 

ECKIIART, T . D i e A r b e i t als Erziehungsmittel . 8vo, pp. 23. 

W i e n , 1875 

ESSAYS ON THE KINDERGARTEN: being a selection of Lectures 

read before the L o n d o n Froebel Society. 12mo, pp. 149. 

Syracuse, 1889 1.00 

[See B u c k l a n d , Heerwart , H o g g a n , Shirreff .] 

FELLNER , A . D e r Volkskindergarten und die Kr ippe . 12mo, 

pp. 130. W i e n , 1884 

FRYE , A l e x . E . T h e Chi ld a n d Nature, or Geography Teach-

ing wi th Sand Modelling. 12mo, pp. 216. H y d e P a r k , 1888. 1.00 

GOLDAMMER, II. T h e Kindergarten. A H a n d b o o k of Froe-

bel's Method of Educat ion, Gifts , and Occupations. W i t h 

Introduction, etc., by Baroness B . von Marenholtz-Bülow. 

Translated b y W i l l i a m W r i g h t . 8vo. Berl in, 1882 4.00 

Gymnast ische Spiele und Bi ldungsmittel f ü r Kinder von 

3-8 Jahren. 8vo, pp. 195. Berl in, 1875 

GURNEY, Mary . See KOEHLER , below. 

HAILMANN, W . N . P r i m a r y Helps, or Modes of m a k i n g Froe-

bel's Methods A v a i l a b l e in P r i m a r y Schools. 2d Ed. 8vo, 

pp. 58, w i t h 15 ful l-page illustrations. Syracuse, 1889 1.00 



• F o u r Lectures on E a r l y Cbi ld Culture. 16mo, pp. 74. 

M i l w a u k e e 50 

— Kindergarten Culture in the F a m i l y and Kindergarten. 

A Complete Sketch of Froebel 's System of E a r l y Educa-

tion, adapted to A m e r i c a n Institutions. F o r the use of 

Mothers and Teachers. 12mo, pp. 119 , and 12 plates. Cin-

cinnati, 1873 75 

— T h e Kindergarten Messenger a n d T h e N e w Educat ion. 

Vols . V , V I , [completing the series], 8vo, 2 vols. , pp. 

146, 188. Syracuse, 1882, 83 4.00 

P r i m a r y Methods. A complete and methodical presen-

tation of the use of K i n d e r g a r t e n Material i n the w o r k of 

the P r i m a r y School, u n f o l d i n g a systematic course o f Man-

ual T r a i n i n g in connection w i t h Ar i thmet ic , Geometry , 

D r a w i n g , and other School Studies. 12mo, pp. 166. N e w 

Y o r k , 1888 1.00 

HAILMANN, E . L . Songs, Games, a n d R h y m e s f o r the K i n -

dergarten. 12mo. Springfield 1 .75 

HEERWART , Eleonore. Music f o r the Kindergarten, 4to. 

London, 1877 y 1.25 

Froebel 's Mutter- und Kose-lieder. 12mo, pp. 18 

[The last is reprinted in " E s s a y s on the K i n d e r g a r t e n , " above.] 

HOFFMANN, H . Kindergarten T o y s , and H o w to Use T h e m . 

Toronto 20 

Kindergarten G i f t s N e w Y o r k 1 5 

IIOGGAN, Frances E . On the P h y s i c a l Educat ion of Girls. 

12mo, pp. 24 

[This is reprinted in " Essays o n the K i n d e r g a r t e n , " above.] 

HOPKINS, Louisa P . H o w Shall M y Chi ld be T a u g h t ? Prac-

t ical P e d a g o g y , or the Science of T e a c h i n g . Illustrated, 

12mo, pp. 276. Boston, 1887 1.50 

Educat ional P s y c h o l o g y . A Treat ise f o r Parents and 

Educators. 24mo, pp. 96. Boston, 1886 50 

HUBBARD, Clara. Merry Songs a n d Games, f o r the use o f the 

Kindergarten. 4to, pp. 104. St . L o u i s , 1881 2.00 

HUGHES, James. T h e Kindergarten: i ts P l a c e a n d Purpose. 

N e w Y o r k 

JACOBS, J . F . Manuel pratique des Jardins d ' Enfants . 4to. 

Brussels, 1880 

JOHNSON, A n n a . Educat ion b y D o i n g , or Occupations anil 

B u s y W o r k f o r P r i m a r y Classes. 16mo, pp. 109. N e w 

Y o r k . 1884 75 

KINDERGARTEN a n d the School, b y F o u r A c t i v e W o r k e r s . 

12mo, pp. 146. Springfield, 1886 1.00 

KOEIILER, A . D i e Prax is des Kindergartens. 4to, 3 V o l s . , 

w i t h more than 60 Plates. W e i m a r , 1878 

T h e Same, translated b y M a r y Gurney . Par t I [First 

Gifts], 12mo, 111. London, 1877 1.25 

KRAUS-BOELTE, Maria, and JOHN KRAUS. T h e Kindergarten 

Guide, illustrated. V o l . I [ T h e Gifts] , N e w Y o r k , 1880. 2.75 

T h e Kindergarten and the Mission of W o m e n . N e w 

Y o r k 10 

KRIEGE , A . L . R h y m e s and Ta les f o r the Kindergarten and 

Nursery . 12mo, N e w Y o r k 1.00 

LAURIE'S K indergarten Manual. N e w Y o r k 50 

Kindergarten A c t i o n Songs and Exercises. L o n d o n . . . .15 

LYSCHINSKA, Mary . Principles of the Kindergarten. I l l . ,4 to , 

London, 1880 1.80 

MANN, Mrs. Horace. See MARENHOLZ-BUELOW, above, and 

PEABODY, below. 

MARENHOLZ-BUELOW, Baroness B . von. T h e Child and Child-

Nature. Translated by A l i c e M . Christie. 12mo, pp. 186. 

Syracuse, 1889 1.00 

T h e same, translated as " a f r e e rendering of the Ger-

m a n " b y Mat i lda H . K r i e g e , under the title " T h e Child, 

its N a t u r e and Relations; an elucidation of Froebel 's 

Principles of E d u c a t i o n . " 12mo, pp. 148. N e w Y o r k , 1872. 1.00 

T h e School W o r k - S h o p . Translated b y Miss Susan E . 

B l o w . 16mo, pp. 27. Syracuse , 1882 15 

H a n d - w o r k and Head-work: their relation to one anoth-

er. Translated b y A l i c e M. Christie. 12mo. London, 

1883 1.20 

MAUDSLEY, H . S e x i n M i n d and Educat ion. 16mo, pp. 42. 

Syracuse, 1882 15 

MEIKLEJOHN , J . M . D . T h e N e w Educat ion. 16mo, pp. 35. 

Syracuse, 1881 1 5 

MEYER , Bertha . V o n der W i e g e bis zur Schule. 12mo, pp. 

180. Berl in, 1877 



A i d s t o F a m i l y Government, or F r o m the Cradle to the 

School , a c c o r d i n g to Froebel . Translated f r o m the sec-

o n d G e r m a n E d i t i o n . T o w h i c h has been added an essay 

on T h e R i g h t s o f Children a n d T h e T r u e Principles of 

F a m i l y Government , by Herbert Spencer. 16mo, pp. 208. 

N e w Y o r k , 1879 1.50 

MOORE, N . A . K i n d e r g a r t n e r ' s M a n u a l of D r a w i n g Exer-

cises f o r Y o u n g Children upon F i g u r e s of Plane Geome-

try . 4to, pp. 16, and 17 Plates. Springfield 50 

MORGENSTEIN, L i n a . D a s Paradies der Kindhei t . E i n e aus-

fuhr l iche A n l e i t u n g f ü r Mütter u n d Erzieherinnen. F . 

Froebel 's Spiel-Beschäft igungen in H a u s u n d Kindergart-

en. 2d ed. 8 v o , pp. 292. Leipzig , 1878 

MULLET , Jane, a n d M. E . TABRAM. Songs a n d Games f o r 

our Li t t le Ones. 12mo. L o n d o n , 1S81 40 

NOA, Henrietta. P l a y s f o r the K i n d e r g a r t e n : music b y C. J. 

Richter. 18mo. N e w Y o r k 30 

PAYNE , Joseph. Froebe l a n d the K i n d e r g a r t e n System. 3d 

ed. London, 1876 

[ N o w rare, but printed in " L e c t u r e s o n E d u c a t i o n , " Syra-

cuse, 1884, $1.00.] 

A V i s i t to G e r m a n Schools. L o n d o n , 1876 

PKABODY, E l izabeth P . M o r a l Culture of In fancy , and K i n -

dergarten Guide , wi th Music f o r the P l a y s . B y Mrs. 

Horace Mann, a n d El izabeth P . P e a b o d y . 12mo, pp. 216. 

Boston, 1863 2.00 

T h e E d u c a t i o n of the K i n d e r g a r t n e r . Pittsburgh, 1872. 

T h e N u r s e r y : a Lecture 

T h e Identi f icat ion of the Art isan a n d Art i s t the Proper 

object of A m e r i c a n Educat ion . 
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