CHRONOLOGICAL ABSTRACT OF THE

PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN THE LIFE
OF FROEBEL, AND THE FROEBEL
COMMUNITY.

. June 24th.—Birth of Christian Ludwig Froebel,

. Sept. 17th.—Birth of Friedrich Froebel's first wife, Henriette Wilhel-
mine Hoffmeister, at Berlin.

Christian Froebel's wife, Johanna Caroline Miigge, was also born in
1780, on August 28th.
. Avpril 215t.—Birth of Friedrick Froebel, at Oberweissbach, Thuringia.
. Froebel is sent to Superintendent Hoffman in Stadt Ilm. %
Sept. 3rd.—Birth of Heinrich Langethal, at Erfurt.

. Sept. 20.—Birth of Wilhelm Middendorff, at Brechten, near Dortmund
in Westphalia. ’

. Froebel is sent to Neuhof in the Thuringian Forest to learn forestry.

. Froebel returns home ; goes thence as student to Jena.

. He leaves Jena (having closed his career there with nine weeks' im-
prisonment for debt), and soon afterwards begins to study farming
with a relative of his father’s at Hildburghausen,

Dec. 29th. —Birth of Albertine Froebel (Madame Middendorff), eldest
daughter of Christian Froebel.

. Death of Froebel's father. Froebel becomes Actuary to the Forestry
Department of the Episcopal State of Bamberg.

Nov. zg9th.—Birth of Johannes Arnold Barop, at Dortmund, in West

phalia.

. Froebel goes to Bamberg, and takes part in the governmental land

survey, necessary upon the change of government, Bamberg now

passing to Bavaria. A

. He takes, one after the other, two situations as secretary and accountant

of a large country estate, first, that of Herr von Voldersdorf in
Baireuth, afterwards that of Herr von Dewitz in Gross Milchow
Mecklenburg. /

July 11th.—Birth of Emilie Froebel (Madame Barop), second daughter

of Christian Froebel.
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Death of Froebel's maternal uncle, Superintendent Hoflman, Froebel
determines to become an architect, and sets out for Frankfurt to study
there. Becomes, however, teacher in the Model School at Frank-
furt, on Gruner’s invitation. Visits Pestalozzi, at Yverdon, for a
short time.

He becomes tutor in the family of Hérr von Holzhausen in the suburbs
of Frankfurt.

He goes to Pestalozzi at ¥Yverdon with his pupils.

He draws up an account of Pestalozzi’s work for the Princess of
Rudolstadt,

Froebel returns to Frankfurt from Yverdon.

He goes to the University of Gottingen.

He proceeds thence to the University of Berlin.

Froebel, Langethal, and Middendorff enlist in Liitzow’s regiment of
Chasseurs, a volunteer corps enrolled to take part in the resistance
to Napoleon’s invasion of Prussia.

. Jan. sth.—Birth of Elise Froebel (Madame Schaffner), Christian’s

youngest (':mtgh‘.e‘.'.

After the Peace of Paris (May 3oth, 1814) Froebel is appointed assistant
in the Mineralogical Museum of the University of Berlin, and takes
his post there in August. ‘

Nov. 13th.—Froebel founds his ‘¢ Universal German Educational
Institute” in Griesheim,

Transference of the School to Keilhau, Arrival of Langethal and
Middendorff.

. First marriage of Froebel.
. Christian Froebel arrives at Keilhau with his wife and daughters

Froebel w. ites ** To the German people.”

21, Froebel publishes (privately) * Principles, Aims, and Inner Life of

the Universal German Educational Institute in Keilhau,” and
¢ Aphorisms.”

. He publishes the pamphlets “On German Education, especially as

regards the Universal German Educational Institute at Keilhau,”
and ‘“On the Universal German Educa‘ional Institute at Keilhau.”

. He publishes ** Continuation of the Account of the Educational Institute

at Keilhau.”

. He publishes the pamphlet * Christmas at Keilhau.”

Marriages of Langethal and Middendorff. —Froebel publishes the
¢« Education of Man” (‘‘Menschen Erziehung ). Later he founds
the weekly Family Journal of Education.

. Letter to the Duke of Meiningen (translated in this present work),

uncompleted, probably never sent to the duke.
Letter to Krause (partly translated in the present work). Barop for-
mally becomes a member of the Educational Community at Keilhau.

. Plan for a National Educational Institute in Helba, under the auspices
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of the Duke of Meiningen, now completed, the whole Keilhau
b co}rlnmunflty having worked upon it under Froebel's direction.
30. eta;e (;i;\l;fhelm Carl, one of the Keilhau community, by drowning in
1831. /i ini
31 Fr(;erlg?ictl?reaks with the Duke of Meiningen, and gives up the Helba
Visit to Frankfurt, and meeting with Schnyder.
Scce}.:tance of Schnyder's offer of his Castle at Wartensee.
p;z]l‘;ignfrt]’dt‘he Institution at Wartensee by Froebel and his nephew
1832. Barop goes to Wartensee. Transference of the School from Wartens
to Willisau. Froebel pays a short visit to Keilhau i
1833 Fron‘ﬂ.bel brings his wife to Willisau. The Bernese Adl.ninistmtion invites
him to consider a plan for the foundation of an Orphanage at B=1lret'
dorf. He is appointed lecturer for the Kepetitive (.'ouraLf: f(;r \'c; f
teachers held there. Langethal comes from Kci]haultﬁ W Ilu -
Barop returns to Keilhau. Fro
1835. Froebel, his wife, and Langethal undertake the foundation of the
Orphanage for Bern, in Burgdorf. Middendorff and Elise Froebel
go from Keilhau to Willisau and join Ferdinand Froebel ther;
Froebel writes  The New Year 1836 demands a Renewal of Life »
1836. Froebel and his wife leave Burgdorf for Berlin. Ferdinand Frucbei arld
Langethal take over the direction of the Orphanage.
1837. Opening of the first Kindergarten in Blankenbure #
1838. Commencement of Froebel's Sunday jJournal. =,
1839. Froebel and Middendorff go to Dresden. Death of Madame Froebel
1840. Gutlenbgrg Festival (400th anniversary of the invention of prin'inlu)
'Openmg of the Universal German Kindergarten at Hlankr:nbum. a:a
Joint-stock company. Froebel and Middendorff in the i’c\]f’t;xvilnfr
years makv_e several journeys from Keilhau to various parts ofGermanb
‘ endeavouring to promote the erection of Kindergartens. i
1848. (;epcr:d Congress of Teachers, called by Froebel nlbl'\’.udo-lstadt Second
journey of Froebel to Dresden in the autumn. ; ; -
1849. Froebel settles at Liebenstein intending to train Kindergarten teachers
there. Work at Hamburg, first by Middendorff, then EV P’rocbgl ;
1850. Froebel returns to Liebenstein, Through the inﬁu,euce of‘Madame‘von
Marvenhultz-BiiIow he receives the neighbouring country seat of
I\-?ame_mha_l from the Grand Duke of Weimar for the purposes of
his ’Ira'mmg College.  Foundation of a new Weekly /mma) of
Zducation by Froebel, edited by Lange. Marriage of Elise Frocbel
to Dr. Siegfried Schaffner. >
4851, Jan. gth,—Death of Christian Ludwig Froebel.
July.—Second marriage of Froebel, with Luise Levin. First appearanc
of_ the Journal for Fricdrich Froebel's Educational Aims. 5 :
1852, April.—Froebel is called to join the Educational Congress at Gotha
under the presidency of Theodor Hoffman, g .
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June 21.—Death of Frockel. His educational establishment at Marien-
thal is removed to Keilhau, under the superintendence of Midden-
dorff,. Madame Luise Froebel also assists to train students in the
methods of the Kindergarten at Keilhau.

1853. Middendorff enthusiastically received at the Congress at Salzungen, when
addressing it on the Froebelian methods.

Nov. 27th.—Death of Middendorfl, Madame Luise Froebel, for a time,
directs Keilhau.

1854, Madame Luise Froebel goes in the spring to Dresden, to assist Dr.
Marquart in his Kindergarten and training establishment for Kinder-
garten teachers. Madame Marquart had been a pupil of Froebel.
Keilhan ceases to be a training school for Kindergarten teachers.

In the autumn Madame Luise Froebel accepts the directorship of the
Public Free Kindergarten in Hamburg, and trains students there.
(She is still actively employed at Hamburg in the cause of the
Kindergarten ; 1886.)

First introduction of the Kindergarten system into England by Miss
Praetorius, who founds a Kindergarten at Fitzroy Square. Madame
von Marenholtz Biilow, who was the support of Froebel’s latest years,
whose influence with the Grand Duke of Weimar procured him
Marienthal, and whose whole leisure and power was devoted to his
service, and to the interpretation of his ideas, comes to England
to lecture and write in support of the cause of the Kindergarten.
Publishes a pamphlet on * Infant Gardens,” in English.

Madame Ronge introduces the Kindergarten system at Manchester; and
shortly afterwards the Manchester Kindergarten Association is founded.

1850, Miss Eleonore Heerwart (pupil of Middendorff and Madame Luise
Froebel), and the Baroness Adele von Portugall (pupil of Madame
von Marenholtz-Biilow and of Madame Schrader, the great niece of
Froebel), come to England, and are both engaged at Manchester
as Kindergarten teachers, but not in the same establishment.

1860, August 18th.—Death of Madame Barop (Emilie Froebel).

1861. The Baroness Bertha Von Marenholtz-Biilow promotes the foundation
of the Journal Zhe Education of the Future, and Dr. Carl Schmidt of
Coethen undertakes the editorship.

1874. April.—Madame Michaelis comes to England to assist the Kindergarten
movement. Is appointed in the summer to lecture to the school-
board teachers at Croydon. Founds Croydon Kindergarten, January
1875, with Mrs. Berry.

Nov.—The London School Board appoint Miss Bishop (pupil of Miss
Preetorius) as their first lecturer on the Kindergarten System to their
teachers of infant schools. About the same time Miss Heerwart (who
had left Manchester to found a Kindergarten of her own in Dublin in
1866) is appointed principal of the Kindergarten Training College
established at Stockwell by the British and Foreign School Society.
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The Froebel Society of London is formed by Miss Doreck, Miss
Heerwart, Miss Bishop, Madame Michaelis, Professor Joseph Payne,
and Miss Manning; Miss Doreck being the first president. Very
soon these were joined by Miss Shireff (president since 1877, when
Miss Doreck died), by her sister Mrs. William Grey, by Miss Mary
Gurney, and by many other well-known friends of educational
progress.

1879. Autumn.—The London Kindergarten Training College is founded by
the Froebel Society, but as a separate association (dissolved 1883),

1880, May.—The Croydon Kindergarten Company (Limited), is founded to
extend Madame Michaelis's work in teaching and training, Madame
Michaelis becoming the Company’s head mistress.

1882. Langethal died. Celebration of the Centenary of Froebel’s birth by a
concert, given at Willis's Rooms, London, on the part of the Froebel
Society, to raise funds for a memorial Kindergarten at Blankenburg,
by a fund raised at Croydon for the same purpose, and by a soirée
and conversazione, presided over by Mr. W. Woodall, M.P., given
at the Stockwell Training College by the British and Foreign School
Society.

1883. January.—The Bedford Kindergarten Company (Limited) founded,
mainly upon the lines of the Croydon Company. First (and present)
head mistress, Miss Sim.

Miss Heerwart goes to Blankenburg to found the memorial Kinder-
garten there.

1834. International Exhibition, South Kensington (Health and Education).
A Conference on Education was held in June, the section devoted
to Infant Education being largely taken up with an important discus-
sion of Froebel's principles, in which speakers of other nations joiued
the English authorities in debate.

The British and Foreign Society organised a complete exhibition of
Kindergarten work and materials, to which all the chief London
Kindergarten establishments (including Croydon) contributed ; and
most establishments gave lessons in turn, weekly, to classes of children,
in order to show publicly the practical application of Kindergarten
methods. These lessons were given gratuitously in the rooms devoted
to the Kindergarten section of the exhibition. In October this
section was closed by a conference of Kindergarten teachers from all
England, held in the Lecture Theatre of the Albert Hall.

Autamn.—Dr. Wichard Lange, the biographer of Froebel, and collector
of Froebel's works (from whose collection the present translation
has been made), and by his numerous articles one of the best friends
to the advocacy of Froebel's educational principles, died, under
somewhat painful circumstances.
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